Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


LIFE    AND    LIGHT 


FOB 


WOMAN. 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE 


WOMAI^'S  BOAEDS  OF  MISSIONS. 


1888,  Vol.  XVIII. 


V.     •      ••     •  '      » 


•    J    '  -.  ^    '  1. '    '    - 


BOSTON: 
Fbank  Wood,  Pbintbb. 

1888. 


FUEL;_;  .;.RAiWilnilllt'>  Jonijit  n? 

171971  "••'•.».■ 


9Qt8siaos. 


Honontry  Tlcs-Presldenti. 


OorrMpoDdliiK  Ssurctarl' 
BccordInK  SCErttmrr. 


Sen.  Bnrsiin  vf  Eiioh»nK<> 


Roman's  ^oarb  of  ^Qi^BiAfa  ati^e  l^nleridr. 


Tlos-PrasldcDta. 


'  B«crst«rl«>> 


BccoTdlns  Seorebirr* 


BoB.ra  of  M  ■!!>>»«. 


ojBee,an>m»  MmOI.Ni.  SSMariNn  Btn«t.t.Ut«c<>. 


li[aiit)ttt^$  ^nnfh  ni  fHhswm  ol  tl^s  }?att{tt. 


President. 

MISS  LUCY  U.  FAY. 

Vice-Presidents. 

MRS.  W.  r.  POND. 
MUS.  W.  H.  8CUD0ER. 
CHARDS. 

Home  Secretaries. 

MRS.  J.  H.  WARREN,  I  MRS.  I.  K.  DWIXELL, 

1316  Mason  St.,  San  Frandaco,  Cal.  |  450  Pljmoath  Ave.,  Oakland,  GaL 


MBS.  J.  K.  MoLEAN 
MBS.  J.  M.  PAUKKR. 


MRS.  0.  S.  RI( 


Foreign  Secretary. 

MBS.  II.  hi.  JEWKTT. 

Treasurer. 

MKS  COLE.  572  TweirUt  Si.,  Oakland,  C«l. 


Kecordintc  Secretary. 

MRS.  S.  S.  S.\lll  li. 

Auditor. 

K.    P.  FLlXl.  Ksg. 


-^•^ 


INDEX   TO    VOLUME   XVIII. 


WOMAN^S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


Africa,  Tliose  AVomen,  5;  Letter 
from  Mrs.  Richards,  250. 

Africa,  So.,  Letter  from  Miss  Fi- 
delia Phelps,  292. 

Bulgaria,  The  Bible-women  in 
their  Class,  82. 

China,  An  Appeal  from  Foochow, 
46;  Chinese  Medicine,  213;  Items 
from  Fooeho\v,330 ;  A  Glimpse  into 
some  of  the  FoochoAv  Schools,  445. 

Illustrations,  Central  School,  Ma- 
dura, 1.');  Buildings  of  the  Nurses' 
School  and  Hospital,  Kioto,  13(>, 
137;  Ilimlu  Schoolj>:irls,  14;  Hindu 
Girl.  IC;  Interior  of  Bitlis  School, 
20H;  School  in  Bombay,  81;  School 
in  Kescrik,  247;  Summer  Retreat 
of  Bitlis  School,  212;  VicAV  of  Bit- 
lis, 20«>. 

India,  Tra^c  Nuptials,  41:  Letter 
from  Miss  M.  T.  Root,  M.D.,  84; 
Our  Home  in  Heaven,  12(5;  AVork 
of  the  lUble-Avomen  in  Ahmedna- 
gar,  128;  Ahme«lnagar  District: 
Labors  of  the  Bible-women,  329; 
Village  AVork  in  the  l*arner  Dis- 
trict, 285;  Bible-women  in  the 
Marathi  Mission,  447. 

In  Memokiam,  :Mrs.  Susan  AV.  Tyler, 
102;  Mrs.  Constant! ne  Blodgett, 
146;  Mrs.  Eliza 'H.  Anderson,  178; 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  2(>4. 

Japan,  Letter  from  Miss  Graves,  10; 
Letter  from  ]Mis8  Colby,  87 ;  Letter 
from  Miss  Daughadav,  248;  Letter 
from  Mrs.  De  Forest,  280 ;  AVomen's 
Meetings  in  Kiushu,  333. 

Mexico,  Bible-Avork  in  Chihuahua, 
453. 

Micronesia,  Letter  from  Miss  Sarah 
L.  Smith,  Kusaie,  2i)4;  Kusaie:  A 
Touiing  Experience,  382. 

Miscellaneous,  An  Arab  Bible- 
woman,  3;  A  Home  in  Heaven, 
166;  A  Trip  among  the  Karens, 
405;  Gleanings  from  Recent  Let- 
ters, 89;  Scraps  for  our  AVork-bas- 
ket,  49;  Subject  of  Prayer  for  the 

•Month,  81;  Sui'vey  of  Foreign 
Work,  365. 


Our  AA'ork  at  Home,  An  Appeal  to 

the  Churches, 218;  Annual  Meeting, 
20,  98,  46;^;  A  AA'orld  of  Gratitude, 
4-22;  Great  End  and  Object  in  Life, 
17 :  How  our  Mission  lianvl  Learned 
to  l*ray,  '223;  Life  and  Light,  459; 
Missionary  Games,  62;  Mothers 
and  Mission  Circles,  338;  OtTor  to 
New  Subscribers,  386;  IMit  Your 
Cookies  Low,:i8;i;  Quarterly  Meet* 
ing,  la*);  Question  Box,  182,  219; 
Question  Box :  Methods  of  Wofk 
among  Children,  58;  Question  Box: 
Ten  Years  with  the  ''rine  Needles," 
2,>8 ;  Receipts,  21 ,  62,  llKi,  147, 186, 226, 
2t>(>,  30(5, 346, 387, 426, 46(5 :  Thank-oflfer- 
ing  Boxes,  386;  Thank-otfertngf 
Meetings,  416;  Thanksgiving,  421; 
The  May  Meeting,  2(52 ;  The  Bibleas 
AVall  Paper,  305;  The  AA'illful  Gifts 
and  tlio  Disconcerted  Deacons, 
298;  The  One  AVoman,  385;  Twenty 
Y'ears'  Review,  139;  A'ery  Suggest- 
ive, 346;  "We  cannot  Find  the 
Do^n-,"  303;  AYcmum's  AVork  in  the 
Lc^idtDvi.  ^jissionarv  Conference, 
34r;i*-Xjinual'  Meeting  of  N.  H. 
Bf atfc^i ,  20-464  ;/Aniinnl  ]il eeting  of 
li  NeV  YVrlf -et  -  —- 


the 
Poetry 


lf;6tat«5*B/aitcli,'4a. 


Spai>',  t;jt».>iiwg  Kxo:?cl§os  of  the 
Sc^ioqp  •wi'Sarl  S,ebn^tian,  452. 

Tuifit#:<  .X/Sttftr  frojn-Mli^;*  Pierce,  7; 
Some  AVoi^keBS  In  •IcJuiW^kir,  130; 
Sunday-school  AA'^btk-inX^onstanti- 
noi)le,  l:i2;  AYoman's  AA'ork  for 
Women  in  Turkey,  170;  Death  of 
Mrs.  Crawford,  173*;  Twenty  Years 
in  Bitlis,  205;  A  Village  School  In 
Turkey,  245;  Touring  in  the  Har> 
poot  Field,  325;  Letter  from  Miss 
Shattuck,  410. 

Y'ouNG  1*eople's  Department,— 
Apple  Blossoms;  A  AA^'ord  to  tne 
Girls,  177;  So.  Jfrica,  Letter  from 
Miss  S.  E.  Tyler,  Umsunduzi,  836; 
Letter  fi'om  Mrs.  Bridgman,  Urn- 


INDEX, 


sunduzi,  337;  India^  The  Central 
School  for  Hindu  Girls,  13 :  Japan, 
The  Training  School  for  Nurses  in 
Kioto,  379;  Letter  from  Miss  H.  L. 
Wells,  215;  Letter  from  Dr.  Mai*y 
Pauline  Root, 413;  Miriam's  A wak- 
ening,  253;  Our  Sweet  Teas,  176; 


Special  Work  for  Young  Ladies' 
Societies  and  Mission  Circles,  92; 
The  Training  School  for  Nurses  in 
Kioto,  Japan,  135 ;  Life  in  a  Village 
in  Turkey,  290;  Female  Depart- 
ment of  Euphrates  College,  455; 
Work  Among  Children,  52. 


BOARD  OF  THE   INTERIOR. 


Africa,  News  from  a  Veteran,  194; 
Letter  fi-om  Miss  Laura  Day,  390; 
Home  Life  in  Bailundu,  112. 

China,  Letter  from  Miss  3Iiner,  69; 
Letter  from  Miss  Diament,  315; 
Touring  near  Kalgan,  151;  A 
Blessed  NewYear,191 ;  First  Fruits, 
270;  Extractsfrom  Letter  from  Mrs. 
Goodrich,  355 ;  Appeal  for  Helpers, 
430;  After  One  Year,  472. 

For  the  Coral  Workers,  How  the 
Empress  goes  to  Sea,  114;  Editorial 
Note,  154;  Morning  Star  Dialogue, 
278;  Japan,  357:  Bridgman  School, 
235. 

Home  Department,  A  Blessed  Life 
and  Death,  116;  Annual  Meeting, 
438;  Correction,  238;  Editorial 
Notes,  74;  For  the  Young  Ladies* 
Societies :  —  School  Work  In  Ah- 
mednagar,  197;  Notice,  116:  Re- 
ceipts, 35,  75,  119,  159,  198,  238,  278, 
319,  359,  399,  439,  475;  Studies  in 
Missionary  History:  —  Plans  for 
1888,  34;  Woman's  Work  in  the 
Japan  Mission,  71,  115;  Woman's 
Work  in  Bulgaria,  158;  Woman's 
Work  in  the  Zulu  Mission,  196: 
Woman's  Work  in  the  3Iarathi 
Mission,  233 ;  Mexico,  318 ;  Woman's 
Work  in  the  No.  China  Mission, 
398;  The  Shanse  Mission,  437;  Sys- 
tematic Giving,  72;  The  Mission- 
ary Hymnal  for  Juniors  and  Mis- 
sion Bands,  75. 

India,  Bible  Work  in  Madura,  110; 
Village  Work  near  Sholapur,  229; 
Life  in  Bombay,  230;  From  Mrs. 
Harding,  394;  from  Migv3-B£l|f  429; 
Letter  from  Mies -EmilxlBb^ell, 
392 ;  Exti-u-ets  Jrot&  Armuat fieport 
pfcMTaUiJrarMtssioiCfoi- 1887, 309. 


In  Memoriam,  Mrs.  Porter,  118;  In 
Memoriam,  438. 

Japan,  First  Impressions,  65;  The 
Training  School  for  Nurses,  67; 
The  New  Building  for  the  Kobe 
Home,  156;  Boys*  School  at  Sen- 
dai,393;  A  SpringTour, 431 ;  Kioto 
School,  by  Miss  Wain wilght,  432. 
Letter  fi'om  Mrs.  Gulick,  351 ;  Ex- 
tracts from  Letter  fromMlss  Mary- 
Poole,  389;  Letter  from  the  Kobe 
Home,  469 ;  Tidings  from  our  Cleve- 
land Sisters,  471. 

Micronesia,  Letter  from  Miss 
Fletcher,  312. 

Mexico,  A  Picnic  from  Guadalajara, 
436;  Letter  Mrs.S.  B.  Rowland,  396. 

Miscellaneous,  A  Welcomie  to  New 
Missionaries,  111;  Annual  Meet* 
ing,  398;  Extracts  from  Letters, 
273;  Foreign  Notes,  152;  Here  and 
There,  313;  How  we  Began  our 
Kindergarten,  276 ;  Nineteenth  An- 
nual Meeting  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I., 
25;  Our  Annual  Feast  of  Ingather- 
ing at  53  Dearborn  St.,  397;  Rea- 
sons for  Thanksgiving,  358;  The 
Advance  of  Japanese  Culture,  275; 
The  Bible  in  Japanese,  195;  The 
Lost  Donkey,  155. 

Poetry,  For  the  Bridge  Builders, 
Builders'  Hymn,  157. 

Turkey,  Revival  Scenes,  189;  Prom- 
ise of  Plenty,  473;  Letter  from  a 
New  Missionary,  107;  Letter  from 
Miss  Jennie  Smith,  230;  Broosa, 
Miss  Clara  D.  Lawrence,  433;  A 
Word  from  Miss  Shattuck,  150; 
Woman's  Work  in  the  Marash  Dis- 
trict, 434 ;  Letter  from  Miss  Dewey, 
316;  Report  of  Adana  Seminary 
and  Woman's  Work  in  theJCilician 
Plain;  1887-88,  349. 


:  V-BoJlRI^  OF  THE  PACIFIC. 


Africa,  Lettet  fixftn  Mj-a.-^filbrpok, 
201;  FromlSlra.^olpiiao^'^.^ 

India,  Bxtrrfot  Jnonj."  «ey.  •  Jftfaies 
Perkin9:X€lpt8i',i6i;  Extract  from 
Letter,  5:42 >  "Extracts  from  Mr. 
Perkins'  Letters,  283;  India,  362. 

Japan,  Kobe,  321 ;  Letter  from  Miss 
Gunnison,  488;  Wonderful  News 
from  Japan,  441. 

Miscellaneous,  Anniversary  Ad- 
dress of  the  President  of  the 
Board,  37;  Anniversaiy  Meetings, 
481;  Address  from  Students  of 
Pasumalai  College,  363;  Annual 
Meeting,  442;  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Young  Ladies'  Branch,  443; 
Extracts  from  Foreign  Secretary's 


Report,  161;  Extract  from  Paper 
by  Mrs.  S.  S.  Smith,  361;  Four- 
teenth  Annual .  Report  of  the 
Recording  Secretary,  77;  Four- 
ten  til  Annual  Report,  203;  June 
Meeting,  361;  May  Meeting,  281; 
Monthly  Meetings,  241;  Oregon 
and  Washington  Branch  Annual 
Meeting,  401;  One  Woman's  Ex- 
periment, 403;  Report  of  Home 
Secretary,  121;  Treasurer's  Re- 
port, Oregon  and  Washington 
Branch,  402. 

Spain,  364;  From  the  School  at  San 
Sebastian,  403. 

Turkey,  Letter  from  Miss  Cull,  324. 


JANUARY,  1888. 


TWO  YEABS. 
Two  jeaia  are  wblsperiiiK; 

As  day  to  Ae,y 
The  paaaword  tells,  and  night  tthoweth  to  night 
The  knowledge  that  the  earth's  fliat  night  acquired. 
So  the  yeaiB  whisper.    One  Ilia  atory  tells, 
And  vams  of  coming  ills,  and  blds,Oodspeed; 
The  other  listens  as  a  child  wonJ^itatW.    .    „ 
dying  at  Bight  of  team,  laughii^ 'aCapiil^j  '     '   *c'~ 
And  ttfomisiag  to  Iieed  all  counsel  w£ll.'  -        '   '    \ 

What  1b  the  Btory  of  the  passing  yew  K'   .*'■'/     ,     .^^ 
What  is  the  greeting  of  tlie  comijig  ^fi^T  -'*:■,.  ." ' 
Like  mother-tonguieH  to  Pentecostal  Qfusj°;    ,-,    ^, 
Each  hears  the  old  year  speak  to  him  jinct*.  '   '. ' 
For  each  the  new  year  answers  as  he  wills.*     '  -  "     - 
For  some,  the  poor  old  year,  like  worn-out  clown. 
Tries  to  keep  dancing  till  the  curtain  falls; 
When  the  new  year  leaps  In  with  crack  of  whip, 
And  fresher  paint  and  jests,  and  "  Here  we  arel " 
For  some,  the  dull  old  year  stands  raking  muc^, 
That  he  has  raked  for  twelve  long,  groveling  moutbSr 
And  never  once  looked  up  to  see  the  crown 
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That  hovering  angels  held  above  his  head; 
And  the  new  year  must  grasp  the  fallen  rake, 
And  turn,  and  turn  the  mack,  and  miss  the  crowii. 

What  do  the  two  years  say  that  Christian  ears 
Have  need  to  hear  ? 

The  old  year's  history 
Gives  grief  and  joy,  by  turns,  to  loving  hearts. 
He  brings  to  mind  our  broken  promises; 
Our  high  resolves,  blighted  by  chill  neglect; 
The  seed  unsown;  the  fields  overgrown  with  weeds; 
The  bread  and  cup  withheld  from  famished  lips. 
Till  some  have  gone  past  swallowing;  the  earth 
Fast  growing  wrinkled  with  unhallowed  graves. 
And  then  he  shows  to  us  our  "  smoking  flax:" 
As  it  is  still  unquenched,  it  yet  may  light 
The  altar's  fire  to  burn  our  sacrifice. 
He  warns  us  that  the  next  may  be  our  last 
Of  working  years,  and  bring  the  reckoning  day: 
And  then  the  kind  old  year  begins  to  count 
Our  mercies,  and  then  he  dies,  the  sum  untold  I 
Our  old  year  is  a  cup  that  is  not  stirred; 
And  only  when  all  else  is  poured  away, 
His  measureful  of  sweetness  greets  the  lip. 

And  now,  what  greeting  shall  our  new  year  give  ? 

Shall  he  be  lavish  of  good  promises. 

And  spend  his  living  all  on  them  ?    Or  shall 

He  quietly  begin  redeeming  some 

The  old  year  made  ?    Shall  he  begin  to  sow 

The  seed  left  over  last  year's  harvest-time  ? 

The  soil  is  alv^a^s  rich  in  empty  hearts, 

])j!oi3t  f roSri  y^a  ^yes'  perennial  overflow, 

'^ ^n&^t^Hla.  has  "Stronger  roots  than  weeds  or  tares. 

:  And  sliall  he^fill  the  cup,  and  heap  the  plate, 
. TaajK^  Kife^bounty  with  the  hungry  poor ? 

v'Th'erSgJL's' a  cradle  for  each  new-made  grave, 
"And  "ve^afi^^eejlers  of  the  soul  therein, 
•^  :*  ••^oTShip*  IJtarAesttny  for  heaven  or  hell. 
".*    /-^I  let  our  new  year  leave  the  beaten  path 
The  old  year  trod,  and  sometimes  try  his  wjngs 
In  upward  flight!    And  may  he  end  his  days 
Nearer  that  day  when  none  shall  need  to  say, 
Know  thou  the  Lord;"  when  sweet  good-morning  prayers 
Shall  belt  the  earth  each  morn  with  rising  sun; 
And  when  the  glow  of  setting  sun  shall  be 
A  signal  fire  to  summon  angels  down 
To  guard  a  sleeping  world  that  trusts  in  God. 

—Helen  R.  Edson,  in  "Woman's  Work  for  Woman," 
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AN  ARAB  BIBLE-WOMAN. 

BY  MABY  eOBDON. 

She  is  called  '*Im  Daoud/'  which  means  ''the  mother  of 
David."  A  woman  is  nothing  in  this  land.  It  is  only  by  associa- 
ting her  name  with  that  of  some  man  that  she  can  claim  any 
respect,  as  we  place  a  unit  before  a  zero  in  order  to  give  it  value. 
She  is  a  pleasant-faced  woman,  whose  dark  skin  and  hair  mark  at 
once  her  Arab  origin.  She  has  adopted  the  European  costume  of 
^'sack  and  skirt,"  but  instead  of  a  bonnet  she  wears  a  white  mull 
veil,  two  yards  long,  the  middle  of  which  she  puts  over  her  head, 
letting  the  ends  fall  over  her  shoulders  and  back.  She  and  her 
husband  became  Christians  after  liieir  marriage.  They  have  quite 
a  large  family,  and  their  names,  like  those  of  Scripture,  have  a 
meaning.  The  fii*st  little  girl  who  came  after  the  conversion  of  her 
parents  was  called  Light,  because  light  had  dawned  in  their  hearts. 
The  next  was  called  Thanks,  because  those  who  have  light  should 
be  thankful.  The  next  was  named  Peace,  because  those  who  have 
light  and  thankfulness  have  also  peace;  and  so  on  through  a  long 
series  of  children  and  Christian  sentiments. 

Im  Daoud  suffered  much  persecution  because  of  her  change  of 
faith,  and  in  her  isolation  from  other  companions  she  used  fre- 
quently to  go  with  her  children  to  the  mission  school.  There  she 
learned  enough  of  reading  to  pursue  the  branch  at  home,  with  the 
aid  of  her  little  ones,  who  kept  ahead  of  her  in  their  classes.  She 
now  spends  most  of  her  time  in  efforts  for  her  people.  She  sets 
apart  several  days  of  the  week  for  going  from  house  to  house  to 
read  the  Bible,  and  hold  meetings  for  the  women.  We  attended 
one  of  these  gatherings  where  over  two  hundred  women  and  girls 
were  assembled  in  a  recitation-room  of  the  mission  school.  Im 
Daoud  stood  before  her  audience,  beside  a  little  table,  her  white 
veil  falling  about  her  form,  and  in  her  hand  an  open  Arabic  Bible, 
from  which  she  read  and  spoke  twenty  minutes  upon  the  passage 
selected.  The  tongue  was  an  unknown  one  to  us,  but  not  the 
expression  on  the  face.  It  was  unmistakably  the  family  likeness 
of  the  children  of  God,  and  so  different  from  that  on  the  half -veiled 
faces  we  daily  met  on  the  streets.  She  was  evidently  deeply  im- 
bued with  her  subject,  and  spoke  with  an  ease  and  forgetfulness 
of  self  which  many  a  lady  in  our  home  auxiliary  meetings  might 
envy.  The  most  of  Im  Daoud*s  work  is  done  in  the  homes,  where 
only  a  few  meet  at  once.  One  woman,  whose  husband  had  beaten 
her  because  she  attended  the  Bible-woman's  gatherings,  sent  woi-d 
to  Im  Daoud  that  she  wanted  a  meeting  at  her  house.  When 
reminded  how  much  she  would  suffer  in  consequence,  she  replied. 
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**  I  have  had  one  beatinfi^,  and  can  take  another.  I  would  rather 
have  the  meeting  even  with  the  beating.'-' 

An  Arab  woman  had  lost  her  favorite  boy,  and  was  inconsol- 
able in  her  sorrow.  Im  Daoud  went  to  see  her,  and  tried  such 
comforting  words  as  only  one  mother  can  say  to  another,  but  with 
no  effect  upon  the  wild,  Oriental  grief.  She  could  scarcely  be 
heard  for  the  shrieks  of  the  mother  and  the  women  who  had  come 
to  mourn  with  her.  At  last  Im  Daoud  ventured  to  try  to  give 
her  an  idea  of  her  own  sources  of  comfort  in  tribulation.  She  told 
her  of  heaven,  of  her  loving  Father;  and  taking  her  Bible  from  her 
pocket  she  read  of  Christ's  tenderness  to  little  children,  of  the 
blessedness  of  those  who  always  *'  behold  the  face  of  the  Father," 
and  know  no  more  pain.  Gradually  the  mother's  loud  wailing  and 
swaying  of  body  ceased ;  the  hands  which  had  been  thrown  wildly 
about  in  the  Oriental  expression  of  grief,  were  clasped  quietly 
over  her  raised  knee,  as  she  sat,  in  Eastern  fashion,  on  the  mat  be- 
side the  reader  to  listen.  In  half  an  hour  Im  Daoud  left  her  calm 
iMid  comforted.  A  day  or  two  after,  as  Im  Daoud  sat,  towai*d 
evening,  in  her  own  house,  there  appeared  at  the  door  this  same 
woman,  bringing  with  her  five  others,  who  had  evidently  been 
offering  her  their  doubtful  consolations.  Their  noisy  sympathy 
had  disturbed  the  peace  which  Im  Daoud  had  left  with  her,  as  a 
jewel  is  jostled  from  the  grasp  by  a  rude  crowd.  She  realized 
anew  the  earthly  side  of  her  loss,  and,  to  use  her  Arabic  expression, 
her  **  heart  was  aflame  "  for  the  son  she  should  see  no  more.  She 
had  come  to  beg  Im  Daoud  to  read  to  her  from  the  comforting 
book  again.  Her  request  was  gladly  complied  with,  and  the 
precious  words  seemed  to  open  for  the  poor,  benighted  heart  the 
same  heavenly  vision  as  before.  As  she  left  the  house  she  said  to 
the  Bible-reader,  ^*  Oh,  I  thank  you  so  much,  that  you  have  cooled 
my  heart!"  this  being  a  translation  of  the  expression  she  used. 
Significant  it  is  I  When  I  compare  Im  Daoud' s  life  witli  that  of 
the  women  about  her;  when  I  see  what  she  would  have  been  with- 
out religion,  and  what  she  is  with  it, —  I  feel  that  it  is  worth  while 
to  make  the  long  journey  from  America  to  Syria  to  gain  the  realiza- 
tion, which  one  seldom  gets  at  home,  of  the  power  of  the  Christian 
religion  when  it  gets  thorough  hold  of  men  and  women.  It  trans- 
forms them,  soul,  mind,  and  body. 

We  complain  that  mission  work  is  slow, —  and  it  is ;  but  the  con- 
version of  one  such  woman  compensates  for  much  weary  labor, 
and  she  herself  sets  the  work  forward  in  geometrical  ratio.  I  am 
sure  if  the  members  of  our  auxiliaries  could  go  with  her  from 
house  to  house,  and  see  her  in  her  earnest  life,  they  would  not 
regret  any  little  sacrifice  of  time  or  money  they  had  made  for  a 
cause  which  has  such  results. 
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AFRICA. 
"THOSE  WOMEK." 

BT  HBS.   8.   W.  TYIJSB. 

Thb  following  paper  by  Mrs.  Tyler,  of  the  Umsunduzi  Mission 
station,  was  read  at  a  Ladies'  Missionary  Conference  at  Durban, 
beld  some  time  since :  — 

You  will  doubtless  recall  an  injunction  of  the  Apostle  Paul, 
"  Help  those  women  who  labored  with  me  in  the  Lord."  Do  you 
suppose  they  were  refined,  chaste,  educated  women,  such  as  you 
would  like  to  associate  with,  before  the  love  of  Christ  entered 
their  hearts?  I  think  they  may  have  been  as  forbidding  and 
repulsive  as  some  of  these  KafBr  women,  whom  we  look  upon  daily 
with  an  instinctive  desire  to  keep  as  far  as  possible  from  contact 
with  them.  And  yet,  because  Christ  loved  them,  and  died  for  them, 
and  pardoned  their  sins,  they  wanted  to  show  their  love  by  work- 
ing for  him.  The  great  Apostle  accepted  them  as  his  fellow- 
laborers,  and  they  proved  faithful,  I  have  no  doubt. 

I  should  like  to  tell  you  of  a  few  such  women  I  have  known 
among  these  degraded  looking  people  on  our  right  hand  and  on 
our  left  —  true  and  faithful  according  to  their  light.  The  one 
whom  I  will  speak  of  now,  lived  at  a  mission  station  during  the 
first  year  or  two  of  her  man*ied  life;  but  her  husband,  becoming 
discontented,  returned  into  heathenism,  and  she  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  follow  him;  though,  as  she  said,  "  her  heart  went  not 
with  her."  For  years  they  lived  a  bitter  life ;  he  spending  most  of 
his  time  in  idleness  and  beer-drinking,  while  she  tilled  the  ground, 
for  the  support  of  the  family.  Sons  and  daughters  were  bom  to 
them,  grew  up,  and  married.  How  she  lived  through  all  the  beat- 
ings and  cruelty  inflicted  upon  her  I  hardly  know.  She  often 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  die ;  but  one  day  it  came  into  her 
mind  that  she  wanted  to  be  a  Christian.  Life  would  soon  be  over, 
and  she  had  not  served  God  as  she  meant  to  in  her  youth.  She 
had  always  felt  that  missionaries  were  good  and  true;  and  when 
one  of  them  visited  her  kraal  and  urged  her  to  come  to  service  on 
the  Sabbath,  she  said  she  had  been  ashamed  to  do  so  in  her 
heathen  attire,  but  she  would  try. 

The  next  Sabbath  she  was  present,  seated  on  a  mat  in  the  midst 
of  the  heathen  women,  but  not,  like  them,  with  an  upturned, 
brazen  face.  Her  large  blanket  concealed  her  whole  body,  and 
her  face  was  bent  so  low  that  no  one  could  see  her  look  of  sadness 
or  shame.  She  told  me  afterward  .that  she  envied  the  women  she 
saw  looking  so  respectable,  when  she  remembered  she  began  her 
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married  life  like  them,  and  with  them.  They  were  surprised  to 
see  her,  but  gave  her  a  kindly  welcome,  and  courage  to  come 
again.  When  I  found  she  wished  for  civilized  clothing,  I  asked 
her  to  become  my  washerwoman,  so  that  she  might  clothe  herself; 
to  which  she  readily  assented,  and  she  remained  in  that  capacity 
as  long  as  she  was  able.  Her  look  of  thankfulness  and  joy  I  can 
hardly  describe  when,  after  taking  the  last  stitch  in  her  dress,  I 
put  it  on  her  and  said,  *'  Now  you  will  not  be  ashamed  to  come  to 
service." 

The  much-prized  dress  was  folded  neatly  and  put  away  when 
she  reached  home,  and  her  husband  knew  nothing  of  her  happy 
heart  as  she  went  about  her  daily  duties ;  but  whenever  he  finished 
his  morning  meal  and  went  off  for  the  day,  she  collected  her  little 
children,  and  prayed  and  talked  with  them  about  the  Saviour. 
She  could  repeat  what  she  learned  from  the  Bible  in  youth,  and 
was  apparently  '*  growing  in  grace  and  in^  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

Afterward,  when  she  added  to  her  wardrobe,  little  by  little,  her 
husband  discovered  these  '' evidences  of  Christianity,"  as  he 
ciUled  them,  and  hid  them,  or  threw  them  up  in  trees  out  of  her 
reach.  He  often  forbade  her  going  to  church  and  prayer-meeting, 
and  annoyed  her  in  every  possible  way.  Then  she  said  the  Lord 
gave  her  more  courage,  and  she  prayed  for  him  more  than  ever. 
She  saw  that  sometimes  he  seemed  unhappy,  and  she  tried  to  be 
the  more  kind.  One  day,  after  returning  from  a  beer-drinking 
party,  he  struck  her,  and  injured  her  wrist,  from  which  she  never 
fully  recovered*  He  seemed  sorry  when  he  came  to  his  senses,  and 
was  much  more  kind'  than  before. 

He  consented  to  let  one  of  his  daughters  live  with  us  and 
attend  school,  saying  at  the  same  time,  *'  She  is  a  bad  girl ;  I  can 
do  nothing  with  her;  let  her  have  her  own  way  and  go  to  you." 
He  did  not  know  his  wife  had  been  praying  for  his  consent.  Grad- 
ually he  began  to  soften,  and  would  listen  quietly  to  his  wife's 
prayers  with  l^er  children;  and  one  day  he  said  to  her,  *'  I  am  go- 
ing to  ask  the  missionary  to  allow  me  to  build  a  house  near  the 
station,  so  that  you  will  not  have  to  walk  so  far,  and  the  children 
can  go  to  school."  One  can  hardily  imagine  how  her  heart  leaped 
for  joy  at  these  words.  After  her  hard^  long,  cruel  life,  was  she 
to  have  joy  and  peace  at  last?  She  thanked  him,  and  thanked 
the  Lord,  and  said  she  could  never  doubt  again  that  he  was  a 
hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer. 

After  a  time  their  small  house  was  completed ;  and  seldom  are 
either  of  them  absent  from  church  or  week-day  meetings.  The 
'*  bad  girl"  he  brought  to  me  has  married  a  young  man  who  seems 
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desirous  of  doing  right,  and  they  read  the  Bible  and  have  a  little 
service  by  tliemselves  when  there  is  no  preacher  to  meet  with 
them  on  IS^mday.  The  morning  before  her  marriage  she  came  for 
a  '*  blue  ribbon,"  as  she  kn^BW  tliat  many  of  hei*  neighbors  liked  beer, 
and  she  wished  to  take  a  stand  against  it. 

*'  The  mother  was  the  first  person  here  to  take  the  *^blue  rib- 
bon." She  had  suffered  so  much  all  her  life  from  that  curse,  in- 
temperance, that  she  could  not  bear  to  have  it  in  her  house,  even 
in  very  small  quantities,  which  her  husband  still  compelled  her  to 
make.  She  came  to  our  prayer-meeting  one  day  with  a  sad  face, 
and  when  asked  to  pray,  declined.  Just  as  we  were  about  to  close, 
she  said  she  wanted  to  confess  her  sin;  she  had  asked  God  to  for- 
give her,  and  now  she  hoped  we  could.  A  few  days  before,  while 
preparing  her  husband's  little  pot  of  beer,  she  tasted  to  see  if  it 
was  right  (as  is  the  universal  custom),  and  then  it  flashed  upon 
her  that  she  had  broken  her  pledge;  and  she  had  been  unhappy 
ever  since,  and  felt  that  it  was  a  great  sin.  She  said  it  was  not 
because  she  liked  it,  but  she  just  *'  forgot."  All  the  women  joined 
in  forgiving  her,  and  thanking  the  Lord  most  tenderly  in  her  behalf. 

Soon  after,  she  told  her  husband  that  it  made  her  heart  and 
her  hands  ache  to  grind  the  grain,  and  she  could  not  make  any 
more  beer.  He  stormed,  and  threatened  to  bring  home  another 
wife,  or  go  to  the  kraals  for  it,  which  he  had  promised  not  to  do. 
But  she  quietly  persisted,  and  prepared  inviting  food,  and  told  the 
Lord  about  it,  until  he  ceased  troubling  her.  Now,  in  our  temper- 
ance meetings,  he  makes  a  boast  that  his  house  *^  is  swept  and  gar- 
nished "  as  far  as  beer  is  concerned,  and  his  wife  stands  guard  as 
policeman  that  none  shall  enter. 

As  I  said  before,  there  are  other  women  of  whom  thankful 
mention  might  be  made,  uninteresting  and  forbidding  as  their 
appearance  may  be;  and  the  story  of  this  one,  in  no  wise  embel- 
lished, I  hope  may  be  the  means  of  leading  our  more  favored 
Christian  sisters  to  pray  for,  and  not  despise,  such  as  these  '*  who 
labor  with  us  in  the  gospel." —  The  Natalian, 


TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  PIERCE,  OF  AINTAB. 

Bbab  Life  and  Light  :  I  think  I  remember  in  my  last  letter 
saying  that  I  would  try  to  write  soon  again.  Perhaps  some  may 
think  I  have  not  redeemed  my  promise ;  and  still  it  seems  to  me 
but  a  very  short  time  since  the  closing  words  of  my  last  letter 
were  written.    How  swiftly  have  the  months  and  days  flown  since 
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then !  each  day  and  each  hour  so  full  with  its  appointed  work,  that 
only  now  have  I  found  time  to  fulfill  my  promise  to  you. 

Yes,  a  full  round  year,  with  its  blessings,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, its  lessons  for  mind  and  heart, —  a  precious  time  for  seed- 
sowing,  and  harvesting,  too, —  has  come  and  gone  in  the  history 
of  our  dear  Aintab  Seminary.  Now,  as  I  sit  in  the  silence  of  our 
vacated  home  in  this  vacation  time,  I  seem  to  forget  all  the  trials 
of  the  year,  and  only  pleasant  memories  are  floating  around  me, — 
the  gathering  together  of  our  family  in  the  early  autumn,  the  joy 
of  seeing  our  old  girls  back  again,  and  with  them  many  new  faces. 
There  they  were  in  our  pleasant  dining-room, — the  room  which 
you  see  in  the  picture  of  the  Seminary,  just  at  the  left  of  the 
porch  (which  now  has  a  nice  balustrade  about  it,  and  a  walk  lead- 
ing to  the  L  in  the  teachers'  part),  filling  every  seat  at  the  two 
long  tables  in  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  dining-room.  And 
there  again  Miss  West  and  I  were  at  our  table  in  the  centre,  listen- 
ing to  the  merry  chatting  of  the  girls  on  either  side,  and  often 
unable  to  hear  our  own  convei*sation  amid  the  din  of  voices. 

But  our  only  memories  of  this  pleasant  room  are  not  of  eating 
and  drinking.  It  is  our  great  work-room.  Here  lessons  are 
learned, —  lessons  from  books  and  lessons  in  behavior,  and  in  sew- 
ing and  mending,  etc.  Around  the  tables  at  which  they  eat  and 
drink,  these  same  girls  are  gathered  for  the  silent  study  hour  in  the 
evening.  Then  there  are  times  when  books  and  work  are  laid 
aside,  and  then  the  hum  of  voices  and  peals  of  laughter  make  our 
little  tired  matron  look  almost  in  despair.  After  all  is  over  comes 
the  "  sweet  hour  of  prayer."  To  me,  it  is  the  sweetest  hour  of 
the  day  when  we  all  bow  the  knee^  and  offer  our  united  petitions 
to  the  Father  of  our  spirit  and  the  preserver  of  our  lives. 

Prayers  over,  without  change  of  position,  there  are  ten  min- 
utes of  silent  reading  of  God's  Word  for  the  private  devotions  of 
the  girls.  After  the  reading  there  are  ten  minutes  or  so  before 
the  retiring-bell,  at  the  sound  of  which,  every  girl  being  in  her 
place,  and  kneeling  by  her  little  bed,  the  soul  pours  out  in  silence 
its  petitions  to  Him  who  hears  what  is  said  in  the  secrecy  of  the 
heart,  even.  Not  a  sound,  not  a  whisper,  is  heard  again  till  the 
rising  bell  sets  the  **  unruly  -member"  free,  and  active  limbs  are 
again  in  joyous  motion. 

Let  me  here  introduce  you  to  our  pleasant  dormitory.  Over 
the  front  door  is  the  hall  window,  and  the  three  windows  to  the 
right  of  that  are  in  the  dormitory.  There  are  three  north,  three 
south,  and  two  east  windows  in  the  room.  I  assure  you  we  find 
no  spare  room  here,  but  the  room  is  so  well  lighted  and  venti- 
lated that  we  do  not  mind  so  much  a  little  crowding.    Beyond 
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this  large  room,  is  a  small  doimitory  and  a  sick-room;  but  we 
have  not  found  much  use  for  the  latter  yet. 

I  suppose  some  of  you  would  like  to  go  down  into  the 
kitchen,  and  see  what  the  girls  are  getting  for  breakfast.  You 
will  find  this  necessary  room  right  under  the  dining-room.  Their 
breakfasts  are  often  a  mystery  to  me;  sometimes  only  bread  and 
milk,  sometimes  bread  with  eggs,  and  sometimes  a  kind  of  soup 
with  bread, —  always  healthful  and  simple.  While  the  cooks  are 
preparing  breakfast,  the  other  girls  are  busy  with  their  particular 
departments  of  work, —  sweeping,  dusting,  etc. 

Fi'om  8.45  A.  M.  till  4  p.  m.  the  schoolroom  is  a  grand  work- 
room. This  room  is  directly  under  the  dormitory,  with  two  nice 
lecitation-rooms  in  the  eastern  L. 

It  is  one  of  my  pleasant  memories  of  the  year  just  finished, 
that  iu  this  work-room  we  had  so  few  drones.  Some  who  ap- 
peared so  at  fii*st,  afterward  quickened  into  earnest  effort;  and 
when  our  examinations  came,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  teachers 
and  scholars  felt  repaid  for  all  their  labor  and  trouble  during 
the  year. 

This  year  we  had  our  graduating  exercises  in  the  schoolroom, 
twelve  receiving  diplomas.  By  taking  out  all  the  desks,  and 
throwing  open  the  folding-doors  of  the  recitation-rooms,  we 
were  able  to  seat  about  three  hundred  visitors.  Every  room  in 
our  new  house  has  already  sabred  memories  and' associations. 

The  two  classes  we  have  graduated  since  coming  here  would 
respond  to  this  thought,  as  each  girl  recalls  the  pleasant  hours 
she  has  spent  here  as  a  member  of  our  home  and  school.  We 
teachers,  too,  can  we  not  sing,  *'Home,  Sweet  Home"  and  feel 
that,  though  in  a  foreign  land,  we  .would  not  change  places  with 
those  who  linger  by  the  home*  hearth  in  their  dear  native  land? 

Dear  friends,  will  you  **walk  into  our  parlor?"  This  is  a 
most  hearty  invitation  to  any  who  are  coming  East  to  the  Holy 
Land,  etc.,  just  come  four  days  inland,  and  see  what  it  is  like, 
and  what  our  work  is  like. 

What  do  you  think  it  was  like  when  thirty-two  missionaries  of 
our  C.  T.  Mission,  including  children,  celebrated  the  Fourth  by  a 
dinner  in  our  dining-room,  beginning  with  turkey  and  ending 
with  ice-cream?  I  need  not  tell  you  that  there  was  no  room  to 
spare  when  we  gathered  afterward  in  the  parlor,  to  crown  the 
**  feast  of  the  board  "  with  that  of  the  soul.  But  the  children  had 
found  a  way  to  relieve  the  crowded  state  of  the  parlor  by  decoy- 
ing old  and  young  into  a  game  of  *^ blind  man's  buff"  in  the 
long  dining-room,  now  cleared  of  every  vestige  o\  the  feast  except 
the  graceful  decorations  for  the  occasion  of  the  '^  Stars  and 
Stripes"  »nd  other  daga. 
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What  are  the  pleasantest  hours  I  spend  in  my  cheerful  room 
over  the  parlor  ? 

It  is  when  my  class  of  girls  gather  for  the  weekly  prayer-meet- 
ing, or  on  the  sfill  after-tea  hour  on  Sunday  evenings,  when  I  talk 
over  in  turn  with  each  of  our  four  classes  the  peculiar  experiences 
of  the  past  month, —  the  progi'ess  made  in  our  spiritual  lives,  efforts 
for  othera,  and  hopes  for  the  future.  At  these  meetings  every 
voice  beare  testimony,  and  sends  up  its  petition  to  the  throne  of 
grace. 

Ask  Miss  W.,  too,  the  windows  of  whose  room  you  see  over 
the  south  windows  of  the  dining-room,  of  like  pleasant  experiences 
in  her  room,  of  her  little  mission  circles  which  have  met  there 
from  time  to  time;  and  will  she  not  tell  you  that  the  memory  of 
these  occasions  is  pleasanter  than  the  sunshine  of  those  south 
windows  in  which  she  so  rejoices? 

Now  that  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  put  the  picture  of  our 
seminary  in  your  pages,  I  felt  that  I  wanted  to  introduce  your 
readers  a  little  more  intimately  to  every  part  of  the  building. 

And  as  we  are  soon  expecting  our  girls  to  return  to  begin 
anotlier  year's  work,  will  you  not  think  and  pray  for  us  more  than 
you  have  ever  done  before? 

4^^ 

JAPAN, 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  GRAVES. 

The  folio veingls  an  accoant  of  the  reception  given  to  the  new  missionaries 
to  Japan :  ^ 

Delegated  by  our  Niigata  station  to  write  for  Life  and  Light 
of  the  reception  accorded  to  us  new-comers,  I  am  fortunate  to 
have  so  much  of  the  delightful  to  record. 

Since  the  kind  farewell  pf  the  Pacific  Board,  the  whole  route 
has  beeii  sown  with  such  episodes  as  would  have  gladdened  any 
Christian  heart;  for  have  not  greetings  been  ours  from  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  Honolulu,  as  well  as  tlie  heartiest  from  those  of 
our  own  band  on  these  isles  of  the  "Sunrise  Kingdom"  ?  From 
the  former,  word  by  letter  and  gift  of  fruit  and  flowers  were  all 
which  quarantine,  on  account  of  political  disturbances,  permitted; 
but  how  thoughtful  to  thus  greet  us  in  mid-ocean  on  Fourth  of 
July !  To  find  fifty  friends  awaiting  our  coming  to  this  foreign 
shore,  and  to  enjoy  tent-life  in  their  midst  on  the  sunset  slopes  of 
Hiyeizan,  overlooking  rice-fields  and  purple  ranges;  to  learn  of 
the  work  of  every  station  from  the  sittings  of  ten  days, — constitu- 
ting Annual  Mission  Meeting,  their  hopes  and  plans  for  the  future 
—  w^is  Indeed  n.  pleasure,  and  of  Immense  importance  to  us,  newly 
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initiated  into  missionary  Hfe.  The  Belgic,  on  her  next  trip,  having 
brought  an  accession  to  our  mission,  our  party  (including  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Scudder,  Miss  Scudder,  Mr.  Kewell,  Mrs.  Kendall,  M^s 
Judson,  and  myself)  were  now  ready  to  be  conducted  across  coun- 
try, an  affair  involving  no  little  generalship  (accomplished  by  Dr. 
Poremus  Scudder),  as  jinrikisha  riding  of  four  days,  from  8  a.  m. 
tilliate  in  the  evening,  up  and  down  clayey  mountains,  proved  to 
be. 

The  beautiful  scenery  was  acmiewhat  veiled  by  the  never-ceas- 
ing rain ;  but  the  first  step  across  the  threshold  of  '*  home,"  made  so 
comfortable  and  pleasant  by  the  persevering  efforts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albrecht,  who  had  preceded  us  by  several  weeks,  more  than  compen- 
sated for  the  weariness  of  travel.  Then,  too,  novelty  of  life  over  here 
is  one  of  the  helps  to  keep  the  heart  buoyant.  How  can  I  describe 
the  people  of  this  land,  where  everything  is  done  in  just  the  oppo- 
site to  the  home  way  ?  The  reading  and  writing  commence  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  (to  us)  last  page;  your  carpenter  planes 
toward  him;  your  seamstress  sews  away  from  her;  they  sleep  on 
the  floor,  stealing  away  all  bedding  in  the  daytime  as  silently  as 
the  Arab  his  tent;  the  front  door  is  the  whole  back  side  of  a 
building ;  your  hotel  proprietor  is  on  his  knees  and  forehead ;  your 
servants  smile  when  corrected;  and  the  children's  backs  bend 
under  the  weight  of  the  babe  whose  helpless  head  lolls  in  the  sun- 
shine. 

In  this  province  of  Echigo,  the  old  oaken  bucket  and  spin- 
ning-wheel savor  of  the  New  England  of  half  a  century  ago. 
May  the  blessed  light  of  the  gospel  shine  worthy  of  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  in  the  material  and  spiritual  progress  of  the  next  two 
decades  on  these  isles  of  the  sea,  promised  as  an  inheritance. 

To  this  end  are  we  a  veiy  happy  and  harmonious  band  of  ten, 
in  the  work  pressing  upon  us ;  I,  for  one,  wishing  nothing  better 
for  many  friends  than  their  consecration  as  co-workers. 

When  the  moment  finally  came  to  step  foot  on  the  scene  of  the 
last  six  months'  anticipations,  what  awaited  our  astonishment  but 
a  royal  pathway,  bordered  with  our  future  church  friends  and  pu- 
pils, to  whom  our  prettiest  bows  (and  smiles  in  the  darkness)  were 
made,  to  acknowledge,  if  possible,  their  graciousness  in  awaiting 
the  canal  steamer  three  hours  in  expectancy,  and  the  provision 
from  their  own  purses  of  jinrikishas,  which  headed  the  columns. 
It  being  the  fancy  in  this  oity  to  string  iron  rings  beneath  the 
springs  (?),  it  was  to  the  jingle  of  those  that  our  procession 
threaded  the  streets,  accompanied  by  sclioolboys.  Our  hearts 
were  full,  and  yet  again,  as  on  the  morrow,  a  bank  of  tlie  canary- 
colored  chrysanthemums,  bearing  in  evergreen  the  motto,  "  Well- 
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come"  (we  trust  sifi^ificaut  in  its  orthography),  was  the  back- 
ground for  those  speakers  from  among  Uie  influential  in  educational 
circles  who  desired  to  gi*eet  a  band  of  CkriaHans.  Our  retoms  of 
thanks  wera  excellently  well  interpreted  by  a  Ddshisha  graduate, 
one  of  the  mainstays  of  this  church,  which  has  struggled  through 
so  much  of  dissension,  but  which  the  past  year  has  seen  rise  from 
her  ashes.  Having  been  spurred  to  the  self-support  system,  a  new 
edifice  was  dedicated  October  9th,  with  reception  of  eighteen  new 
members.  The  opening  of  boys'  school  and  theatre,  address  by 
Mr.  De  Forrest  to  an  audience  of  four  hundred,  which  was  admi- 
rably handled,  as  well  as  tlie  language,  and  an  evening  social,  fol- 
lowed in  quick  succession.  'Tis  hard  to  realize  we  are  on  the 
ground  of  just  such  facts  as  have  thrilled  the  pages  of  this  maga- 
zine so  often.  Here  in  our  very  household  is  a  widow  who,  for  the 
sake  of  her  new  faith  in  Christ,  leaves  the  protection  of  well-to- 
do  parents,  and  the  caro  of  two  children  in  the  daily  charge  of  a 
tliird,  aged  six,  while  still  a  fourth  attends  the  Christian  schooL 
Among  the  baptized  of  Sabbath  last  was  a  young  girl  of  a  priestly 
family,  who  is  threatened  with  renouncement  by  family  if  continu- 
ing in  desire  to  marry  a  Cliristian,  and  to-night  comes  news  of  a  Cjase 
said  to  be  one  of  tlie  most  remarkable  even  for  "  Old  Japan."  In 
a  neighboring  town  a  daughter  has  been  subjected  to  persecnUon 
amounting  to  actual  attacks  upon  life,  from  parents  who  hereto- 
fore had  exacted  and  received  the  most  perfect  obedience  on  her 
part.  Protests  against  her  Christian  beliefs  grew  to  a  frensied 
state,  and  actual  insanity  seems  to  hive  taken  possession  of  their 
souls.  Life  was  spared  to  her  only  on  the  promise  to  recant;  but 
later,  being  shown  the  Peter  in  such  a  decision,  she  accepted  shel- 
ter among  friends  till  reason  should  once  more  be  enthroned  in 
her  home.  How  many  needs  for  prayer  the  wide  world  around^  to 
meet  the  special  cases  in  heathen  homes.  Here  is  a  young  Chris- 
tian using  his  gift  of  much  fervor  in  public  speaking,  alone  in  a 
town  of  twenty-five  thousand  people,  supporting  himself  as  col- 
porteur. There  is  one  of  our  missionary  evangelists,  ready  with 
his  command  of  the  Japanese  language,  to  go  "  touring  "  to  ad- 
dress motley  theatre  audiences  of  eight  hundred  or  so.  He  must 
have  quick  wit  to  meet  the  sallies  of  the  contentious  ones,  and 
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much  of  the  oil  of  goodness  and  grace  to  season  so  great  an  hour 
of  trial. 

We  <n,re  all  either  deep  in  the  mysteries  of  training  help,  direct- 
ing the  first  cliimney  building  in  town,  making  it  pleasant  for  the 
stream  of  visitors  who  come  to  smile  and  stare  around  the  for* 
eigners'  house,  as  we  in  museums,  or  investigating  Japanese  verbs: 
sans  experienced  teachers,  sans  overplus  of  sweet,  patient  tempers. 
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For  does  not  American  blood  tingle  at  slowness  or  lack  of  enters 
prise,  wherever  spied,  at  immodesty  and  foul  odors?  But  why 
notice  a  shadow  on  the  landscape,  when  the  presence  of  our  much- 
tried,  but  conquering,  risen  Saviour  will  shed  only  peace,— yea,  that 
which  passeth  all  understanding*  m.  l.  o. 


-♦♦♦- 


0tttij   m^\t%  feprtm^nt 
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THE    CENTRAL    SCHOOL  FOE    HINDU    GIRLS,   MADURA, 

INDIA. 

BY  MBS.  W.  B.  CAPBON. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  Hindu  Girls'  Schools  in  Madura, 
from  Miss  Mary  E.  Rendall,  now  Mrs.  H.  Horslej,  of  the  C.  M.  S. 
in  Kandy,  Ceylon,  there  were  three  schools.  The  West  Gate  and 
Central  Schools  werQ  established  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Chandler.  Miss 
Mary  E.  Rendall  started  the  South  Gate  School,  and  seeing  the 
need  in  that  part  of  the  city,  I  found  a  place  for  the  North  School. 

The  Central  School  had  no  home  of  its  own.  It  was  in  a  rented 
upstairs  room  in  a  disagreeable  lane.  The  lower  part  was  rented 
by  a  weaver,  who  was  accustomed  to  spiyad  his  roots  and  seeds 
used  for  dye-stujffs  entirely  over  the  small  court-yard  which  we 
must  cross.  Little  bare  feet  would  not  crush  these  very  much. 
A  side  veranda  was  let  to  women  for  pounding  paddy,  and  their 
singing  and  quarreling  would  rise  to  distress  my  ears  and  soul. 

Rents  were  very  high  in  this  part  of  the  city,  and  the  houses 
were  ill  adapted  to  the  wants  of  a  school.  In  vain  did  I  try  to 
secure  another  place,  and  even  then  our  hold  was  uncertain.  The 
school  was  continually  growing;  and,  counting  the  cost,  it  seemed 
wiser  to  buy  the  land  and  build,  than  to  buy  any  house  and  alter  it. 
Now,  where  was  the  land  that  should  be  ours  ?  I  greatly  desired 
to  have  this  school  near  the  great  temple  of  Menarchi,  so  that  the 
hosannas  of  children  should  rise  before  its  high  towers  that  should 
look  down  upon  them.  From  the  jargon  of  idol  worship  the  Lord 
should  barken  to  the  voices  that  would  sing, 

"  I  am  80  glad  that  Jesud  loves  me." 

There  was  also  another  need.  We  had  no  suitable  room  where 
we  could  assemble  all  the  schools  for  examinations,  prize-gi  vings,  or 
other  gatherings.  The  new  building  would  be  central  for  this 
purpose.     ''  Is  not  the  Lord  your  God  with  you?  and  hath  he  not 
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glren  jqm  rest  on  erery  side?"    He  will  help  ns,  nod  wo  will  arise 
ud  build. 

We  BoiHi  heard  of  a  desirable  coroer  lot  in  just  tlie  situation 
we  would  have  cboaen.  Tbis  bad  been  taken  for  debt,  aud  tlie 
preaent  owner  had  turned  the  insitniiflcant  mnd-liouso  into  a 
todd;-abap.  Not  having  money  enough  quickly  to  close  n  bargain 
we  bought  two  thirds  of  the  lot;  and  one  morning  there  came  into 


tbis  toddy  shop  a  process  on  wh  ch  M  ss  n  S  Renda  1  a  d  I  stoo  1 
at  the  door  to  receive.  It  did  my  heart  good  to  see  it  inuviiig:;  aluiiK 
the  busy  street.  Teachers,  sclioolgirls,  coolies  with  bcnclics  iiiul 
blackboards,— but  it  was  of  the  host  of  tlic  I.ovd.  Tlicy  ciiiiic 
into  a  queer,  crooked  place,  but  it  was  our  very  own.  IVe  siiuir 
witli  a.  will,  "  Sweeter  than  the  swootnei^R  of  honvy  \h  th.v  nnuu'  of 
Jesus."     The  hosanuas  had  begun! 
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With  a  promptness  that  gave  joy  and  courage  caiDe  a  grant 
from  the  Otis  legacy,  which  ennbled  ns  to  buy  the  rest  of  the  laud 
and  to  put  up  the  building  wliicb  Is  sliowu  in  the  picture.  It  \b 
46  feet  by  15  feet.  Two  doors  on  one  side  open  into  a  cOurt-yard, 
where  are  vines,  and  shrubs,  and  plants.  The  smaller  door  on  the 
end  opens  into  a  reoitution-room,  and  also  into  the  court-yard. 
This  recitation-room  was  once  a  rest-house,  with  stone  floor,  stone 
roof,  and  stone  columns.  The  Hpaces  between  the  oolumns  have 
been  filled  in,  and  a  small  window  inserted.  The  roof  of  the  main 
building  is  fiat,  and  if  ever  occasion  should  arise,  another  story 
could  be  added. 


Uy  white  bttllDcka,  which  have  done  such  faithful  servic 
the  city  of  Madura,  deserved  to  be  photographed.  I  sent  n 
than  twenty  girls  to  the  roof,  that  their  heads  might  peep  over 
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parapet  walL  As  they  failed  to  appear  I  went  in  search,  and  found 
them  all  sitting,  arms  folded,  a  long  row,  quite  beyond  tiie  reach 
of  the  camera.  You  are  supposed  to  see  with  your  mind's  eye 
that  expectant  row! 

On  the  left  of  the  picture  we  see  the  thatched  upstair  room 
of  a  native  house  where  liyed  three  interesting  women  who  were 
in  our  Bible-woman's  work.  They  enjoyed  the  singing  in  the 
schoolroom,  and  would  let  down  cords  from  their  own  parapet 
walls  to  win  our  Rangoon  creeper  and  antigonum  to  come  up  and 
blossom  for  them. 

The  face  given  here  to  you  is  that  of  a  member  of  a  Hindu 
-Girls'  School  in  Trichinopoly,  but  serves  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
our  Hindu  girls.  She  became  a  Christian,  and  was  banished  by 
her  parents  from  her  home.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  a  native 
pastor. 

In  the  four  Hindu  Girls'  Schools  in  the  city  of  Madura,  there 
are  from  three  to  four  hundred  girls.  Would  you  not,  you  dear 
young  girl  who  reads  tiiis,  would  yon  not  like  to  ask  the  Lord 
Jesus  to  inspire  your  earnest  prayer  for  ten  of  these  girls,  daily 
mentioning  them  before  him  so  tenderly,  that  some  day,  in  the 
heavenly  land,  he  shall  gatlier  them  and  lead  them  to  you,  and  say 
to  you,  ^  Here  are  tboae  whom  I  chose  for  you,  and  called  them 
yours,  because  I  counted  you  faithful"?  What  a  supremely 
blessed  surprise!  "Thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's  desire,  and 
hast  not  withholden  the  request  of  his  lips."  "  Wherefore  should 
the  heathen  say,  Where  is  their  God  ?" 

<»> 


*♦> 
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BY  MBS.   H.   eBATTAN  eUINNBSS. 

As  we  stand  on  the  border-line,  listening  to  the  "  story  of  the  passing 
Tear,"  and  the  **  greeting  of  the  coming  yesa,  we  must  all  have  more  or  less 
heart-searching  as  to  tne  depth  and  earnestness  of  oar  Christian  life,  our 
duty  to  oar  Lord,  and  to  his  work  in  the  earth.  As  an  aid  to  sach  thoughts, 
we  make  the  following  extracts  from  an  article  by  Mrs.  H.  Grattan  Oainness, 
in  the  Miaaionary  Review, 

What  is,  or  should  be,  the  great  end  and  object  in  life  of  every 
true  disciple  of  Christ? 

Not  to  earn  a  living;  not  to  get  on  in  the  world;  not  to  win 
power,  wealth,  or  influence ;  not  to  enjoy  life,  and  help  others  to 
do  tlie  same ;  not  to  marry  and  bring  up  a  family  respectably ;  not 
any  of  these-  things  should  be  his  primary  or  principal  care,  his 
end  and  aim  in  Ufe. 
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Christ  has  forbidden  his  followers  to  make  any  of  these  things 
their  object.  *'But  seek  ye  fiLi*st  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 

Note,  the  Lord  does  not  say  we  are  not  to  seek  these  things  at 
all,  but  he  does  say  we  are  to  seek  something  else  h^ore  them,  and 
that  something  else  is  not  our  own  personal  salvation  {that  is 
already  secured  if  we  are  believers),  but  the  salvation  of  others, 
the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Gk>d  among  men,  the  spread  of 
his  righteousness  on  eaith.  '*  Seek  ye  first"  these  things,  says  the 
Saviour,  and'  all  other  needful  things  shall  be  added  unto  you. 
Those  things  which  are  last  in  the  world's  estimation  are  to  be 
first  in  ours,  and  mce  veraa. 

During  his  life  our  Lord  clearly  explained  to  his  disciples  what 
he  had  called  them  for,  and  what  their  life-work  on  eisirth  was  to 
be.  *'  Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me,"  he  said  to  them ;  and  speak- 
ing of  them  to  his  Father  in  heaven  he  declared,,  *^  As  thou  hast 
sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  I  sent  them  into  the  world." 
He  had  come  to  declare  God's  name  and  character  to  men,  and  he 
sent  his  disciples  to  declare  his  name  and  character,  his  person  and 
work,  to  testify  for  him  on  earth. 

After  his  death  and  resurrection  he  confirmed  this  as  their 
vocation,  saying  to  them  just  prior  to  his  ascension,  **Ye  shall 
receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you ;  and 
ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  .  .  .  in  Judsa,  and  in  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth." 

His  last  great  commission  defined  still  more  plainly  their  work : 
^*  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  proclaim  tlie  glad  tidings  to  every 
creature."  They  were  to  herald  everywhere  and  to  all  the  tidings 
of  forgiveness  of  sin  through  the  atoning  work  accomplished  by 
their  Lord.  The  apostles  realized  their  responsibilities,  and  felt 
themselves  to  be  primarily,  not  fishermen,  or  tent-makers,  or  tax- 
gatherers,  but  '*  ambassadors  for  Christ,"  witnesses  for  him;  men, 
whose  one  great,  sole  object  was  to  establish  and  extend  the  king- 
dom of  God,  by  spreading  a  knowledge  of  Christ  through  the 
world. 

Nor  was  it  to  the  apostles  officially  that  the  great  commission 
was  given.  The  twelve  could  not  go  into  all  the  world,  nor  preach 
the  gospel  to  unborn  generations.  It  was  given  to  them  as  repre- 
sentatives of  atte  entire  Chucch ;  the  lapse  of  1,800  years  has  made 
no  difference  in  the  Church's  duty,  and  no  difference,  consequently, 
in  the  duty  of  each  individual  disciple.  To  his  young  disciples  in 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  America^  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  this  commission  of  Christ  extends,  as  much  as  to  his  early 
Jewish  disciples  in  the  first  century ;  otherwise  he  would  be  with- 
oat  witnesses  now. 
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We  have  no  fires  of  martyrdom  now  to  test  our  fidelity  to  Jesus 
Christ ;  but  we  are  not  left  without  a  test.  God  is  testing  us  ^, 
continually,  as  to  the  measure  of  our  faith,  love,  and  devotedness 
to  his  Son,  by  the  presence  of  one  thousand  million  of  heathen  in 
the  world !    It  is  a  tremendous  test — so  real,  so  practical! 

It  is  no  trifle,  no  myth,  no  theory,  no  doubtful  contingency,  but  a 
great,  awful  fact,  that  we  Protestant  Christians,  who  rejoice  in 
our  rich  gospel  blessings,  and  claim  to  be  the  followers  of  Him  who 
gave  up  heavenly  glory,  earthly  ease,  and  life  itself,  to  save  these 
heathen,  are  actually  surrounded  by  one  thousand  million  of 
brothers  and  sisters  who  must  perish  in  their  sins  unless  they 
receive  the  gospel. 

This  gospel  they  have  never  yet  heard!  This  is  a  fact  too  many 
forget,  but  a  fact  none  can  deny, —  a  fact  of  which  we  dare  not 
pretend  to  be  ignorant;  a  fact  that  ought  to  influence  our  whole 
Christian  course  from  the  moment  of  conversion;  a  fact  that  ought 
to  shape  our  plans,  and  prospects,  and  purposes  in  life. 

It  tests  our  faith.  Do  we  believe  that  '*  idolaters  shall  have 
their  part  in  the  second  death  "?  Do  we  believe  that  *'  the  gospel 
is  the  power  of  God  to  salvation''?  Where,  then,  are  the  works 
wrought  in  us  by  our  faith  in  these  truths?  What  do  we  to  turn 
idolaters  to  the  worship  of  the  true  and  living  God  ?  What  do  we 
to  cany  to  them  the  gospel  which  can  save  them? 

It  tests  our  love.  "  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments," 
said  our  Master ;  and  his  last  commandment  was  that  we  should 
preach  the  gospel  to  these  heathen.  Judged  by  our  obedience  to 
it,  how  much  do  we  love  him?  And  how  much  do  we  love  these 
poor  neighbors,  stripped  and  robbed,  and  cruelly  handled  by  the 
Devil,  and  left  half  dead  in  our  path?  What  oil  and  wine  have  we 
poured  into  their  wounds  ?  What  efforts  for  their  recovery  have 
we  made?  We  ought  to  love  each  one  as  ourselves.  Has  the  aggre- 
gate of  our  love  for  the  whole  thousand  million  ever  led  us  to  en- 
dure a  single  suffering,  or  deny  ourselves  a  single  indulgence  for 
their  sake? 

It  tests  our  devotedness.  Hearts  wholly  given  to  Jesus  would 
lead  us  to  long  that  his  wishes  would  be  gratified,  his  desires  ful- 
flUed.  What  are  those  wishes  and  desires?  Let  his  life,  his  death, 
reply:  that  all  should  retuiii,  repent,  and  live;  that  the  lost 
should  be  found,  and  the  dead  quickened.  If,  knowing  that  a 
thousand  million  of  our  fellow-creatures  are  still  lost  in  heathen- 
ism, we  make  no  effort  for  their  enlightenment,  how  do  we  show 
our  devoted  attachment  to  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord?  We  devoted  to 
him?  What,  even  of  ours,  is  devoted  to  him?  Is  even  a  tithe  of 
our  time,  a  tithe  of  our  substance,  devoted  to  him  ?    Have  we  sux- 
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rendered  to  him  for  this  service  even  one  child  of  our  family,  or 
one.year  of  our  lives?  No;  hut  we  give  an  annual  subscription  to 
some  missionary  society.  Ah,  friends,  gifts  that  cost  us  no  per- 
sonal self-denial  are  no  proofs  of  devotednessi  Christ's  devoted- 
ness  to  our  interests  involved  him  in  suffering,  loss,  and  shame, 
because  of  the  state  in  which  we  were;  though  hereafter  devoted- 
ness  to  us  will  involve  to  him  only  joy,  "  the  joy  set  before  him." 

Devotedness  to  him  now  must  similarly  involve  suffering,  loss, 
and  shame  to  us,  because  of  the  state  of  those  for  whom  he  died ; 
hereafter  it  will  involve  only  joy  and  honor,  the  bride's  share  of 
her  royal  Bridegroom's  throne.  But  that  time  is  not  yet!  Devot- 
edness, consecration  to  Jesus,  in  a  world  tenanted  by  a  thousand 
million  of  heathen,  means  stem  labor  and  toil;  means  constant 
self-denial  and  self-sacriff ce ;  means  unwearied  well-doing  even 
unto  death. 

Judged  by  this  test,  how  many  faithful,  loving,  and  devoted 
followers  has  Jesus  Christ?    Are  we  of  their  number? 

We  pray,  "  Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done  on  earth,"  etc. ; 

but, 

"  God  teach  us  this  and  every  day 

To  live  more  nearly  as  we  pray  I " 


«♦♦ 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  will  be 
held  in  Mt.  Yemon  Church,  Boston,  on  Wednesday  and  Thui'sday, 
Jan.  11  and  12, 1888.  All  ladies  interested  are  cordially  invited  to 
be  present,  A  meeting  for  delegates  only  will  be  held  at  the  same 
place  on  Tuesday,  Januaiy  10th.  The  ladies  of  Boston  will  be 
happy  to  entertain  in  their  homes  all  accredited  delegates.  We 
suppose  it  to  be  understood  that  these  delegates  are  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  Branches,  not  by  auxiliaries,  unless  received  by  the 
Branches  as  a  part  of  the  number  to  which  they  are  entitled.  All 
such  desiring  entertainment  are  requested  to  send  their  names, 
before  December  19th,  to  Miss  E.  Harriet  Stanwood,  No.  1  Con- 
gregational House,  Boston. 

«♦» 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  BRANCH. 

Cbisp  air  and  soft  sunshine  made  their  grateful  contribution  to 
the  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Branch,  on 
the  19th  of  October,  at  Hanover.  Mothera  with  sons  at  college 
found  a  double  reason  for  attending,  leaving,  perhaps,  on  some 
young  hearts  impressions  which,  in  the  future,  may  increase  our 
mission  force.    Welcomes  were  cordial,  hospitality  generous,  and 
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fellowship  sweet  and  ennobling.  Mrs.  Leeds,  wife  of  the  pastor  and 
the  new  president  of  the  Branch,  gave  a  reception  the  evening^ 
before,  which  brought  guests  and  hosts  delightfully  together. 

Reports  at  the  meeting  were  —  shall  we  say  satisfactory  ?  Yes, 
in  most  respects ;  yet  increase  must  be  our  watchword  in  the  face 
of  increasing  opportunities  —  increase  in  the  depth  and  efficiency 
of  missionary  consecration.  It  was  especially  encouraging  to  note 
in  how  many  churches  auxiliaries  have  been  fostered  and  trained 
in  spite  of  many  set-backs,  reiterating  the  old  stoi*y  that  true  work 
both  costs  and  pays.  Miss  Gleason,  from  Turkey,  where  we  have 
three  representatives,  could  not  but  be  welcome.  Dr.  Holbrook, 
from  Tung-cho,  whose  paper  in  the  November  number  of  Life  aki> 
Light  is  so  valuable  a  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  medical 
missions,  and  Mr.  Stanley,  from  the  same  field,  each  gave  impor- 
tant information  about  that  vast,  ancient,  and  unique  empire,  now 
fully  open,  by  the  last  imperial  edict  from  Peking,  to  the  gospel  of 
the  Son  of  God.  Miss  Child,  too,  was  with  us,  whose  greetings- 
from  Boston  are  ever  fresh  from  her  lips.  She  was  made  honorary 
member  of  the  Branch, —  the  first  time  this  tribute  of  love  and  ap- 
preciation had  ever  been  conferred  upon  her.  President  Bar  tie  t- 
and  Dr.  Leeds  had  weighty  and  stirring  words  for  the  occasion. 
Did  we  not  leave  with  hearts  aglow  for  Christ  and  his  redeeming^ 
work  ?  H.  c.  K. 


•  ♦  • 


WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  October  18  to  November  18, 1887. 
Miss  Emma.  Cabbuth,  Tbeasubbb. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Brcmch,-'  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  Bridgton, 
Aiix.,  $17.60;  Hoalton,  Mrs. 
Geo.  B.  Page,  $10;  Aarasta, 
Aax.,  $50;  Gorham,  Little 
Neifi^bors,  $40;  West  Minot, 
Aax.,  $1;  Bangor,  Aux., 
$33.30;  Calais,  Aux.,  $13,       $164  80 

Total,  $164  80 

NEW  HAMPSHIBB. 

Jtkinson — A  Friend,  prev. 
contri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
P.  V.  Markham,  $2  00 

ChS8ter,^M\9B  E.  J.  Hazelton,     6  00 
New  /pst&icA.~Chi1dren,  2  00 

New  Hampehire  Branch.— VLi&% 
A.  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Hen- 
Hiker,  Willing  Workers,  $30; 
Keene,  Second  Cong.  Ch., 
Anx.,   $13.52;   Nashua,  Mrs. 


C.  P.  Abbott,  const.  L.  M*s 
Mrs.  Chas.  M.  Spalding,  Miss 
M.Ellen£arle,$50  ;Nortnwood, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Foss,  $26 ;  Plais- 
ton  and  North  Haverhill, 
Aux.,  $25;  Tamworth,  Miss'y 
Kindlings,  $5  ^ilton,  Curtice 
M.  C,  $10;  West  Concord, 
Granite  M.  B.,  $10;  West 
Lebanon,  Aux.,  $14,  $183  52* 


Total, 


VEBMONT. 


$192  52. 


Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  North  Ben- 
nington, Aux.,  $7;  Brattle- 
boro,  Aux.,  $10;  Burlinrton. 
Helping  Hands,  $40;  East 
Corinth,  Aux.,  $13.50;  Spring- 
field, Splinters  of  the  Board, 
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$3.40;  St.  Johnsbury,  North 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $15;  Westminsteri 
Aux.,  $5.50,  $94  40 


Total, 


$94  40 


MASSAOHtrSETTS. 


Andoverand  Wobum  Branch.-^ 
Miss  £.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Dracut.  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Maria  Fox, 
$7;  Lowell,  Union  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $57  High  St.  Ch.,  $30 
Eliot  Ch.,  $lS  John  St.,  $140; 
Maiden,  Aux.,  $60;  Reading, 
Aux.,  $43,  T.  P.  M.  B.,  of  Wh. 
$100  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary 
G.  ,Holden,  $191;  Wakefield, 
Aux.,  $80;  Woburn,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $10  by  A  Friend,  $26  by 
Mrs.  John  Cummings,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Sarah  W.  Cham- 
berlain, $100  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Clara  M.  Fox,  $125; 
Lexinp:ton,  Aux.,  $16,  $652  00 

JSamstable  Branch.^M\BB  A. 
Snow,  Treas.  Thank-offer- 
ing at  Annual  Meeting,  104  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mn.  C.  E. 
West,  Treas.  Pittsfield, 
South  Ch.,  Aux.,  $22.20,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $2;  Adams,  Aux., 

S14,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Plunkett's  S. 
.  CI.,  $10,  Mrs.  Roger  Lans- 
boro,  $1;  Stockbridge,  Aux., 
Thank-off.,  $10:  Hinsdale, 
Aux.,  $20.35;  Williamstown, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Lucy 
C.  Lincoln,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Mary  B.  Woodcock,  $236; 
White  Oaks,  Aux.,  $10,  Two 
Friends  in  Berkshire,  $225; 
Sheffield,  Aux.,  $5,  656  66 

Essex  South  Branch,  —  Miss 
S.  W.  Clark,  Treas.  Glou- 
cester, Aux.,  $64.30;  Lynn» 
Chestnut  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $16, 
North  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26 
by  Mrs.  Ford,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Hatch,  $46.25, 
First  Ch.,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  $25.75, 
M.  B.,  $7.60;  Topsfleld,  Aux., 
$40;  Beverly,  Dane  St.  Ch., 
Ivy  Leaves,  $30,  Washington 
St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $70,  ifnity 
Band,  $10 ;  Centreville,  M.  C, 
$30;  Swampscott,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Hetty  B.  Story,  $42;  West 
Peabody,  Echoes  from  the 
Pines,  $5;  Danvers  Centre, 
Aux.,  $20.50,  Braman  M.  C, 
$16.79;  South  Peabody,  Do 
What  We  Can  M.  C,  $21.69; 
Marblehead,  Jun.  Aux.,  $12; 
Salem,  Tabernacle  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $40  by  Dr.  Choate's 
Bible  Glass,  $210,  T.  L.  Soc'y, 


$30, 


696  78 


Fall  Biver.—Jun.  Miss*y  Soc'y,  $50  00 

FUchburg,—MTB.JoaiahSp9Mld' 
ing,  5  00 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.^  Miss  L. 
A.  Sparhawk ,  Treas.  Orange, 
Aux.,  $38.60,  Jun.  Aux.,  $17; 
South  Deerfield,  Aux.,  $12; 
Ashfield,  Aux.,  $7,  74  60 

ffampshire  Co.  Branch,— MisB 
I.  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  Mission 
Circle  Rally ,$25.51 ;  "Z"  Hamp- 
shire Co.,  $61.65;  Hatfield, 
Aux.,  $40,  Wide  Awakes, 
$15.10,  142  26 

i;inco2ti.^First  Cong.  Ch.  S.  S.,    26  00 

Middlesex  Union  Cortf.  Asso.— 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Ayer,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Batchelder,  $25;  Har- 
vard, Cong.  Ch.,  $3,  28  00 

Middlesex  Branch.— yiT%,  M.  W. 
Warren,  Treas.  Wellesley, 
Aux.,  $36.40,  Penny-Gather- 
ers, $1.64,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  $20; 
Maynard,Aux.,  $30.27 ;  Saxon- 
ville,  Aux.,  $15,  June  Blos- 
soms, $5;  Marlboro,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $60  const.  L.  M's  Mrs. 
Wallace  W.  Witherbee,  Mrs. 
Evelina  D.  Clark,  $102.25,  M. 
G.,  $10,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Winn, 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Winn,  $25;  Hopkinton,  Aux., 
$25;  Natick,  Aux.,  $^.10; 
Framingham,  Aux.,  Thank- 
off.,  $6,  Schneider  Band,  $75: 
South boro,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $1 
from  Primary  CI.,  $17.50; 
Northboro,  Aux.,  $11;  Sher- 
born,  Aux.,  $3 ;  South  Natick, 
Anne  Eliot  Miss*y  Soc'y,  $10; 
South  Framingham,  Aux., 
Thank-off.,  $19.20;  Lincoln, 
Aux.,  $10;  Dover,  Aux.,  $6,     461  36 

MilUntrp.—A  Friend,  60 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Brock- 
ton, Aux.,  $50;  Easton,  Aux., 
$20;  South  Brain  tree,  Aux., 
$2;  Halifax,  AUx.,  $6,  78  00 

Old  Colony  Brandh.—m6a  F. 
J.  Runnels,  Treas.  Somer- 
set, Aux.,  $20,  Whatsoever 
Band,  $15;  New  Bedford. 
Aux.,  $10;  Lakeville,  Precinct 
Aux.,  $76;  Dighton,  First 
Cong.  Ch.,  M.  C,  $50;  Taun- 
ton, Aux.,  $145.02;  Attleboro, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $100  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Carpenter, 
$110.50;  Attleboro  Falls,  Aux., 
$25,  Eatnest  Workers,  $5; 
Rochester,  A  u  X . ,  $42.50 ; 
Wareham,  Merry  Gleaners, 
$20;  Middleboro,  Aux.,  $25.21, 
Henrietta  Band,  $14.29,  Band 
of  Good  Will,  of  wh.  $100 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Marion 
Barrett,  $105;  Rehoboth, 
Ladies*    Miss'y    Soc'y,    $16; 
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East  Tannton,  Aux.,  $30: 
Fall  River,  Willing  Helpers, 
$30,  Morninf?  Star  M.  C,  $8,  $746  62 
Springfield  Branoh,^MiBB  IL 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Agawam,  Aux.,  $48.16 ;  Bland- 
ford,  Aux.,  $47;  Bnmfleld, 
Aux.,  $41;  Chicopee  Falls, 
Aux.,  $19.60;  Chicopee,  Third 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $37.24,  Busy  Bees, 
$12;  Holyoke,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  $301;  Monson,  Aux., 
$76;  Palmer,  First  Ch.  (Thorn- 
dike),  Aux.,  $17.76,  Spring- 
field, First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $88.M^ 
Cheerful  Workers,  $100,  Hope 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $80,  T.  L.  M.  C., 
$17,  Willing  Workers,  $63, 
Primary  CI.,  S.  S.,  $46,  Mem- 
orial Ch.,  Aux.,  $219.85,  North 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $62.90;  Olivet  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  Mrs. 
Horace  Kibbee,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  F.Bva  Case,$87.67,  South 
Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  Miss 
li.  May  Peirce,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Peirce,  $66,  Jun. 
Aux.,  $19;  Indian  Orchard, 
Aux.,  $30.60,  Willing  Helpers, 
$6;  West  Springfield,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $67.92;  Westfield, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26 
by  Mrs.  A.  P.  Rand,  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  J.  Frederic  Hill,  $256, 
T.  T.  T.  Club,  $76,  Light-Bear- 
ers, $48,  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
$3  ;Wilbraham,  Willing  Work- 
ers, $30,  1,961  98 

Suffolk  Branch,^  MiB8  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Allston,  Wide 
Awakes,  $24;  Auburndale, 
Dayton  Lord  Condit,  $1,  Will- 
ing Hands,  $45;  Boston,  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Lord,  $6,  Union  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  Mrs.  Perly 
Morse,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Marion  Wastell  Lowe,  $34, 
Central  Ch.,  S.  S.,  $12.18; 
Cambridge,  She  par  d  Ch., 
Aux.,  $160.26,  North  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  S.  S., 
const.L.  M.  Miss  Alice  Martha 
Brown,  $171.50 ;  Dedham,  Asy- 
lum Dime  Soc'y,  $1.60;  Dor- 
chester, Village  Ch.,  Aux., 
$33;  East  Somerville,  Aux., 
$57;  Hyde  Park,  Aux.,  $33.90; 
Jamaica  Plain,  A  Friend, 
Boylston  Ch.,  $3;  Newton, 
Eliot  Ch.,  Aux.,  $300,  Y.  L. 
Aux.,  prev.  contri.  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Alice  F.  Emery,  $69; 
Roxbnry,  Immanuel  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  Mrs. 
James  Fisher,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  M.  S.  S.  Shannon,  $32.60, 
Eliot  Ch.,  Ms^-Flowers,  $3, 
Olive  Br.,  $4,  Thompson  Cir- 
cle, $1,  Ferguson  Circle,  $2.60, 
Eliot   Star,    $3.60,  Highland 


Ch.,  Highland  Messengers, 
$11.71;  South  Boston,  Phillips 
Cb.,S.S.,$IOO;  WaverIy,FaiUi- 
ful  Workers,  $46;  Wellesley 
Hills,  Cong.  Ch.,  Jun.  Aux., 
$20;  West  Med  way,  Second 
Cong.  Ch.,  A  Friend,  60cts., $1,164  04 

Worcester.—Mr,  B.  H.  Sanford, 
$6,Central  Ch.,Prlmary  Dept., 
$3.86,  8  86 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mm. 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Ash- 
burnham,  Aux.,  $10;  Athol, 
Aux.,  $66;  Clinton,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $26  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Geo.'  E.  Colburn,  $63.70; 
Fitchburg,  Aux.,  C.  C.  Ch., 
Thank- off.,  $23.69;  Grafton, 
Aux.,  prev.  contri.  const.  L. 
M's  Mrs.  H.  G.  Puffer,  Mrs. 
H.  F.  Wing,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Fuller, 
$66.70;  Hubbardston,  Aux., 
$21;  Lancaster,  Aux.,  $30; 
Leicester.  Aux.,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  David  Bemis,  $100:  Leo- 
minster, Aux.,  $60;  Millbury, 
Second  Ch^,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E., 
$12.47;  Oxford,  Lambs  of  the 
Flock,  $24.40;  Paxton,  Aux., 
$17;  Princeton,  Aux.,  $100; 
Rockdale,  Aux.,  $15.79;  Roy- 
alston.  Willing  Helpers,  $6.36, 
Aux.,  $38;  Spencer,  Aux., 
$33;  Upton,  Anx.,  $7.36; 
Warren  Aux.,  $21;  West- 
minster, Cheerful  Givers,  $6; 
West  Boylston,  Aux.,  $18; 
West  Brookfield,  Aux.,  $36; 
Westboro,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Harrington,  $36;  Worcester, 
Salem  St.,  Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $17.52,  Piedmont  Ch., 
Aux.,  $62.69,  Union  Ch.,  Wil- 
ling Workers,  $30,  J.  W.  A., 
$50,  937  57 


Total,  $7,692  01 


BHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  JBrancTi.— Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Provi- 
dence, Beneficent  Ch.,  Aux., 
$5,  A  Friend,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Williams 
Olney,  $25;  Little  Compton, 
$1,  $31  00 


Total, 


OONNECTIOUT. 


$31  00 


Hartford  ^rancfe.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Bristol, 
Aux.,  $26;  East  Windsor, 
Aux.,  $5;  Hartford,  Thank- 
off.,  $10;  Plainville,  Aux., 
$93,  $133  00 
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Marurint(m.~-A  Friend,  $13  00 

Jiew  Haven  Branch,— MIbb  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Bethel,  T. 
L.  M.  Cm  $25;  Bridgeport, 
Aux.,  $86.34;  Brookfield  Cen- 
tre,Aux.,  $9.46 ;  Chester  ,Aux., 
of  wh.  $26  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
J.  £.  Waterous,  $39.80;  Crom- 
well, Anx.,  $19J$0,.T.  L.  M. 
C,  $20 ;  Danbury,  Aux.,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Rena  Maxwell, 
$120;  East  Haddam,  Aux., 
$48.92;  Higganum,  Y.  L.  M. 
C,  $10,  Coral  Builders,  $5; 
Kent,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $26,  Cong. 
Ch.,  S.  S.,  $6:  Killlngwortfa, 
Union  Band  Aux.,  $4:  Madi- 
son, Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Lee,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Theodora  W.  Dudley, 
$136:  Milford,  Rosebud  Cir- 
cle, $5;  Millington,  Aux.,  $6; 
Morris,  Aux.,or  wh.  $26  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Theron  H.  P^e, 
$29;  New  Britian,  South  Cli., 
Aux.,of  wh.  $26  by  Miss  Jenny 
£.  Case,  const.  jL.  M.  Mrs. 
Helen  W.  Osgood,  $60,  Y.  L. 
M.  C,  of  wh.  $26  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Jennie  £.  Chapin,  $36; 
New  Haven,  Davenport  Ch., 
S.  S.,  $70;  Norfolk,  Y.  L.  M. 
B.,  $60;  North  Cornwall,  Mis- 
sion Bank  Soc*y,  $30.60 ;  North 
Kent,  S.  S.,  $6;  North  Madi- 
son, Aux.,  $13;  North  Stam- 
ford, D.  W.  Y.  C.  Band,  $21, 
Prospect  Gleaners,  $40 ;  Salis- 
bury, Aux.,  $27.60;  Sharon, 
Aux.,  $11.30,  Busy  Bees,  $60; 
Sherman,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $1; 
Torringford,  Highland  Work- 
ers, $40;  Torring^n,  Valley 
Gleaners,  $10;  Watertown, 
Aux.,  Miss  Bliza  Marsh,  $200; 
Westbrook,  Aux.,  $18;  West- 
chester, Aux., $7  ;  Woodbridge, 
Aux.,  $20;  Woodbury,  Valley 
Gleaners,  $16;  Fairfield  Co. 
meeting.  Thank-off.,  $59.68,  1,387  00 


Total, 

NEW  YOBK. 


$1,633  00 


PeA^n.— Miss  A.  Peck,  $5  00 

Seneca  FaUs,— "First  Cong.  Ch., 

Ladies'  Miss'y  Soc'y,  18  26 

New  York  State  Branch.— "Miaa 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Aque- 
bogue,  Aux.,  $10;  Brooklyn, 
Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  $23,  Tomp- 
kins Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  Thank- 
off.,  of  wh.  $60  const.  L.  M's 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Caswell,  Miss  Hat- 
tie  May  Clarke,  $100;  Buffalo, 
Aux.,  $20,  W.  G.  Bancroft 
M.  B.,  $20;  Fairport,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E. 
M.  Chadwick,  $64;  Gaines, 
Ladies,  $8;  Hamilton,  Aux., 


Thank-off.  ,$3 ;  Honeoy  e,  Aux. , 
$11.67:  Jave  village.  Ladies, 
$6;  Millville,  Mrs.  Linsiey's  S. 
S.  CI.,  78  cts. ;  Norwich,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $26  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Turner,  $36.66;  Neath, 
Aux.,  $8;  Paris,  Judd.  M.  P., 
$12.40,  $312  60> 


Total, 


$336  75- 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 

Miss  E.  Flavell,  Treas.  D.C. 
Washington,  Aux.,  $24.63; 
Md.  Baltimore,  Aux.,  $52,  Y. 
P.  M.  C,  $10,  Mite-box,  Mrs. 
Cochran,  $8.60;  N.J.  Bound 
Brook,  Aux.,  $56.26;  Beavers, 
$20;  East  Orange,  Trinity  Ch., 
Aux.,  $90.80,  M.  C,  $40,  J.  M. 
C,  $20,  Grove  St.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$71;  Proctor,  M.  C,  $87;  Jer- 
sey Citv,  Aux.,  $46.72;  Mont- 
clair,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Shelton, 
$211.05,  Children's  M.  S.,  $23U; 
Newark,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$84.90;  Belleville  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $59.76,  M.  B.,  $37,  Or- 
ange Valley  Ch.,  Aux.,  $20, 
M.  C,  $10.84;  Paterson,  Aux., 
$20;  Plainfield,  Aux.,  $15; 
Vineland,  Aux.,  $27^25;  West- 
field,  Aux.,  $43.12,  M.  C.,  $20; 
Woodbridge,  Aux.,  $20;  Va. 
Falls  Church,  Aux.,  $6.60; 
Herndon,  Aux.,  $10.60,         $1,341  9^ 


Total, 


OHIO. 


$1,341  92: 


Milford  —Mother's  Jewels,  $5  0(V 
Paine8viUe.—  M.r.  S.  W.  Pier- 
son,  in  Mem.  of  his  wife,  10  0(h 
Windham Y.  L.  M.  B.,  19  60 


Total, 

OALIFORNIA. 


$34  6a> 


El    Cc^^.— Branches    of    the 
Vine,  $3  0(V 


Total, 

CHINA. 


$3  00- 


Tung-cho.-^  Woman's     Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $18  00 


Total, 


General  Funds, 
Leaflets, 


$18  00 

$11,440  90- 
41  44 


Total,         $11,482  34 


Miss  Habbibt  W.  Mat. 

Ass't  Treas. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OP  THE  W.  B.  1 

BT  MRS.    J.    X.    HIIXBB. 


A  svAxmrvT.  Indian  summer  sky,  mild  air,  fair  and  kindly 
sunshine,  and  bright  moonligbt,  were  tlie  eomewttat  rate  bleeeiDra 
Touohsafed  to  tliis  meeting,  vrhicli  was  held  November  2d  and  3a, 
in  the  New  England  Church,  Chicago.  A  goodly  company  joined 
in  the  opening  hymn,  and  before  the  close  of  the  devotional  exer- 
cises, the  body  of  the  church  was  well  filled.  At  more  than  one 
session  the  whole  house',  even'  to  the  rerootest  gallery,  waa  occu- 
pied. Over  two  hundred  delegates  were  recorded.  Never  has  a 
meeting  of  our  Board  been  attended  throughout  all  its  progress 
by  a  larger  or  more  earnestly  interested  company. 

Mrs.  Moses  Smith  read  from  the  fourteenth  oliapter  of  John, 
emphasizing  the  words  to  Philip,  "  He  that  believeth  on  me,  the 
works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also;  aud  greater  works  tbau  these 
shall  he  do."  Prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Ei-mine,  of  Green  Bay. 
Cordial  words  of  encouragement  and  Christian  greeting  were 
offered  from  the  Friends'  Society  by  Miss  Esther  Pugh,  fi'om  the 
Presbyterian  Board  by  Mrs.  Douglass,  from  W.  C.  T.  U.  by  Miss 
Mary  West,  and  from  the  Methodist  Board  by  Mrs.  Danforth. 
Letters  of  similar  import  were  read  from  the  Baptist  Board  [pre- 
vented by  sudden  affliction  among  their  leaders  from  personal  at- 
tendance), the  Board  of  the  Pacific,  the  Woman's  Board,  and  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  From  the  last  came  a  word  of  exhortation  as  given 
in  Ex.  xiv.  15. 


The  Treasurer'»  Report. —  This  report,  by  Mrs.  Leake,  was 
greeted  with  an  air  of  interest,  deepening  into  anxiety.  Is  it  an 
advance  on  previous  years  ?  An  expression  of  ^atitude  was  evi- 
dent on  many  faces  as  we  heard  the  sum  of  receipts  for  the  year, 
$52,117.40, — which,  with  balance  on  hand  October,  1886,  and  asmall 
return  from  Mission  Slmliet,  makes  a  total  of  863,041,30.  This 
is  S7.000  more  than  was  raised  last  year,  and  $3,000  more  than  the 
receipts  of  any  previous  year.  In  grateful  recognition  of  the  Di- 
vine aid  which  has  enabled  us  to  attain  this  measure  of  success, 
and  with  earnest  resolve  to  press  toward  a  still  higher  mark  in  the 
eoming  twelve-month,  that  we  may  be  able  to  accept  the  new 
opportunities  of  enlarged  labor  so  constantly  oScred  us,  we  joined 
in  the  glad  song,  "Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessijigs  Sow." 

The  Home  Report. —  In  presenting  the  Home  Report,  Miss  Win- 

S;ate  made  loving  mention  of  four  among  our  leaders  who  during 
he  past  year  have  "entered  into  the  city."  Two  of  these  were 
Tice-Fiesidents, — Mrs.  Zachary  Eddy,  who  had  held  this  position 

(25) 
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since  1873,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Hammond,  our  first  Treasurer,  later  one  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  and  Vice-President  since  1879,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Culver,  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Board,  and  Mi*s. 
Helen  R.  Clark,  formerly  a  missionary  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  of  late  years  a  most  constant  attendant  and  helper  at  our 
Friday  meetings.  We  think  of  them  only  with  joy, —  satisfied 
in  the  presence  of  the  King.  We  have  bid  farewell,  also,  to 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Scudder,  for  some  years  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  who,  with  her  husband, — by  birthright  a  missionary, — 
has  joined  their  son  and  daughter  in  Niigata,  Japan. 

Of  the  working  of  the  machinery  of  our  Board,  -we  may  fitly 
mention, —  what  our  Home  Secretary  omitted, —  that  its  efficiency 
and  smooth  running  is  largely  due  to  the  indefatigable  labors  and 
wise  oversight  of  Miss  Wingate  herself.  In  every  department  her 
personality  is  felt  in  the  energy,  clear-sightedness,  and  enthusi- 
astic love  which  she  brings  to  the  work.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  new  methods  originate  in  her  fertile  brain,  and  those 
which  are  suggested  by  others  owe  a  large  share  of  their  success 
to  her  cordial  and  persevering  labors  to  put  them  in  operation. 
Nine  new  leaflets,  and  new  editions  of  five  others,  have  been  printed 
during  the  year,  the  expense  having  been  more  than  balanced  by  the 
sales.  It  is  cheering  to  note  the  increasing  value  which  earnest 
workers  place  on  this  "ammunition."  We  especially  commend 
its  distribution  to  the  younger  ladies  as  a  means  of  usefulness  open 
to  all  —  even  those  whose  modest  estimate  of  their  ability  forbids 
them  to  choose  any  but  the  most  unobtrusive  forms  of  effort.  Our 
periodicals — Mission  Studies,  our  part  of  Life  and  Light,  and  Jfi*- 
sion  Bay  springy  and  our  column  m  the  Advance  —  have  all  yielded 
good  fruit.  Remember,  dear  fellow-workers,  the  f ruitfulness  of  all 
such  means  depends  upon  the  faithfulness  of  those  who  apply  them. 

Grateful  mention  was  made  of  our  eighteen  new  missionaries, 
two  of  whom  are  daughters  of  missionary  families,  and  return 
most  appropriately  to  tlieir  native  lands  to  find  their  life  work, 
—  Miss  Emily  Bissell  of  India,  and  Miss  Jane  Smith  of  Turkey. 
Several  have  received  valuable  preparatory  training  as  the  daugh- 
ters of  home  missionanes.  Miss  Nancy  Jones,  who  is  to  join  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ousely  in  East  Central  Africa,  is  the  first  single  colored 
woman  to  go  out  to  her  own  race  under  our  care.  Only  by  the  in- 
crease of  gifts,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  report,  could  the  expense 
of  outfits  and  traveling  expenses  of  these  new  workers  have  been 
met.  As  we  still  pray  for  more  laborers  to  be  sent  to  the  opening 
fields,  let  us  remember  that  enlarged  opportunities  mean  enlarged 
responsibilities,  and  that  only  by  correspondingly  increased  gifts 
can  we  meet  the  answer  to  our  prayers. 

An  increase  of  auxiliaries  is  reported,  in  all  162.  Of  these,  65 
are  senior,  45  junior,  and  52  juvenile. 

STATE  BEPOBTS. 

So  great  has  been  the  increase  of  workers  and  societies  in  the 

Sast  few  years,  that  separate  reports  of  them,  even  by  State 
branches,  occupies  more  time  than  can  be  given  in  an  annual 
meeting.  Mrs.  Temple,  one  of  our  Secretaries,  had  prepared  a 
compendium  of  the  work  accomplished  in  each  State  during  the 
past  year,  which  was  read  by  Mrs.  N.  H.  Blatchford,  and  which, 
with  the  other  reports  of  the  year's  work, —  lists  of  missionaries 
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and  offieen  of  the  Boai*d,  and  much  other  valuable  information, — 
can  be  obtained  by  application  to  the  Secretary,  No.  63  Dear- 
bom  Street,  Chicago. 

FOSEIGN  BEPOBT. 

Of  this  report,  only  a  very  brief  abstract  is  possible  within  the 
limits  allowed  this  article.  It  should  be  owned  and  studied 
by  every  lover  of  missions  throughout  the  Interior.  It  is  the 
text-book  for  the  coming  year.  The  missionaries  on  the  roll  of 
the  Woman's  Board  o|  the  Interior  number  62.  Of  these,  four 
are  now  at  home  for  rest  and  restoration  to  health.  Six  of  our 
newly  appointed  workers  are  either  on  the  way  to  their  fields  or 
making  preparations  to  go,  and  52  are  at  their  posts.  From  this 
report  we  learn  that  W.  B.  M.  I.  is  represented  by  missionaries  in 
the  following  countries:  Mexico,  Micronesia,  Japan,  China,  India, 
Turkey,  East  Africa,  West  Africa,  and  Spain. 

In  Mexico,  superstition  and  prejudice  ^ield  slowly  to  the  in- 
fluence of  unvarying  kindness  and  patient  instruction.  The  new 
station  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  have  been  placed, — Hermo- 
sillo, —  is  600  miles  farther  north  than  Guadalajara,  and  only 
90  miles  from  the  sea-coast.  Here  Mrs.  Hattie  Sturges  Crawford 
finds  time  to  make  friends  among  the  women,  and  '*  scatter  seeds 
of  kindness"  along  with  gospel  teaching. 

The  recent  news  of  disturbance  in  Micronesia  calls  us  to  earnest 
prayer  for  the  laborers  in  that  far-ofE  station.  What  may  be  the 
next  news  from  our  school, —  **  The  Interior  "  at  Ponape, —  who 
can  tell?  May  He  who  can  make  even  '*  the  wrath  of  man  to 
praise  him  "  speedily  restrain  the  remainder. 

In  Japan,  the  apostolic  number,  twelve  missionaries,  represent 
the  Board  of  the  Interior,  and  still  the  plea  is  strong  and  urgent 
for  more,  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Gulick,  whose  tours  have  so  often  inter- 
ested us,  has  now  gone  with  her  husband  to  Kumamoto,  a  new 
station  on  the  Island  Kiusiu.  Misses  Dudley  and  Barrows  (just 
returned  after  two  years  in  this  country),  with  their  Woman's 
Training  School  as  a  starting-point,  loo^  forward  to  great  results 
from  their  touring,  Bible  classes.  Christian  sociables,  Women's 
Literary  Societies,  and  similar  forms  of  work  which  open  before 
them.  Kobe  Home  —  the  Japanese  Wellesley — shows  its  progress 
in  the  fact  that  all  the  girls  in  the  two  highest  classes  are  professed 
Christians,  as  well  as  many  in  the  lower  classes.  The  home  in 
Niigata,  where  Miss  Scudder  has  aided  her  brother  in  the  work, 
and  found  opportunity  for  a  large  share  of  her  own  also,  has  been 
blessed  by  the  arrival  of  their  beloved  father  and  mother.  Mrs. 
Kendall,  whom  we  gladly  claim  as  ''  our  missionary,"  though  she 
goes  at  her  own  charges,  is  to  help  in  the  Girls'  School  in  this 
place,  while  Miss  Meyer,  who  is  the  first  lady  to  teach  in  a  Boys' 
School  in  Japan,  will  be  at  Sendai,  a  little  to  the  northeast  of 
Niigata,  and  across  the  island.  Miss  Poole,  our  new  missionary 
at  the  school  in  Osaka,  writes  enthusiastically  of  the  opening  of 
her  own  work;  and  at  Kioto,  Mrs.  Buckly,  M.D.,  of  the  Training 
School  for  nurses,  and  Miss  Wainwright,  music  teacher  in  the 
boarding  school,  find  their  hands  well  filled  with  waiting  work. 

In  China,  the  home  of  Dr.  Murdock  and  Miss  Diament  offers 
US  a  sight  of  busy  workers.  Dr.  M.  finds  time  beside  the  care 
of  her  patients  to  give  a  great  deal  of  instruction  among  the 
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women.  Miss  Diament  adds  to  the  care  of  her  school,  which 
includes  ten  boarders,  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  for  women. 
Miss  Evans  has  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  her  entire  gradu- 
ating class,  with  only  one  exception,  as  students  to  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  The  exception  is  a  most  honorable  one,  as 
he  is  to  study  medicine  with  Dr.  Merritt,  at  Paotingfu.  Of 
Mrs.  Arthur  Smith,  of  Pang  Chuang,  and  her  over-full  hands, 
of  Mrs.  Goodrich,  of  Bridgman  School,  where  Miss  Haven  and 
Miss  Chapin  still  care  for  their  girls,  of  Mrs.  Pierson  and  her 
baby  Kuth,  and  of  Miss  Newton,  at  Foochow,  we  have  not  space 
to  particularize;  but  we  rejoice  that  to  these  over-burdened 
helpers,  new,  strong  workers  have  gone,  and  the  waiting  harvest 
will  have  the  needed  reapers.  In  Madura,  Miss  Swift  is  doing 
bravely,  though  pressed  with  care,  and  work  enough  for  two. 
Miss  Houston,  with  Mrs.  Jones  (W.  B.  M.),  is  entering  upon  the 
great  work  left  by  the  return  of  Mrs.  Capron  to  this  country. 
They  are  to  be  aided  by  Miss  Carrie  Bell,  one  of  our  new  recruits. 
Of  the  work  of  Mrs.  Hastings,  of  Ceylon,  Mrs.  Harding,  of 
Sholapur,  and  Miss  Bissell,  of  Ahmednagar,  as  well  as  our  new 
missionary,  Miss  Millard,  of  Bombay,  we  can  only  say  the  record 
is  like  a  story  of  absorbing  interest. 

In  Turkey,  as  in  Japan,  our  representatives  number  twelve. 
From  the  heights  where  Mrs.  Coffing  presides  over  her  Qadjin 
Home ;  from  Mardin,  where  Miss  Dewey  and  Miss  Nutting  report 
satisfactory  examinations  in  their  school,  and  have  added  to  other 
cares  a  flourishing  kindergarten;  from  Aintab,  where  in  a  new 
sphere  the  former  Miss  Parsons,  now  Mrs.  Biggs,  is  shedding  the 
light  of  her  presence;  from  Marash  College  for  girls,  whose  five 
graduates  of  last  year  are  all  teaching,  and  where  Miss  Shattuck 
has  been  surprised  by  offerings  outreaching  even  her  faith ;  from 
Adana,  where  Miss  Tucker  rejoices  at  last  in  a  true-hearted  helper, 
Miss  Webb ;  from  Marsovan,  where  Miss  Wright  has  so  lately  wel- 
comed Miss  Smith,  formerly  a  member  of  her  own  school ;  from 
Constantinople,  where  Miss  Patrick  has  borne  the  double  burden 
of  care  laid  upon  her  by  the  absence  of  her  associate.  Miss  Hamlin; 
from  Samokov,  whose  cla'ss  motto,  **Not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
but  to  minister,"  shows  the  result  of  Miss  Maltbie's  faithful 
teaching, —  from  all  these  come  words  of  cheer  and  encourage- 
ment. Only  one  minor  strain  sounds  beside  this  glad  chorus — 
the  news  from  our  dear  Miss  Lawrence,  of  Smyrna,  who  has  passed 
through  danger  and  anxiety,  a  mob  having  attacked  the  church  in 
that  city  last  March,  and  a  serious  outbreak  against  the  Cliristians 
following.  Since  that  time,  however,  quiet  has  been  restored, 
and  the  school  has  gone  steadily  on. 

From  Miss  Day,  in  her  school  in  Adams,  we  have  recent  ac- 
counts given  in  Life  and  Light  for  December.  Grandma  Wilder 
at  Umtwalume,  and  Miss  Houseman  at  the  Umzumbe  Home,  are 
our  other  workers  in  this  field.  From  the  West  Central  Africa 
Mission  come  most  encouraging  news  of  Mrs.  Stover's  work,  and 
the  devotion  of  her  boys,  eight  of  whom,  with  one  girl,  were  bap- 
tized May  8th.  The  circle  of  our  missionary  interests  —  the  golden 
circle,  along  whose  shining  pathway  our  prayers  go  round  the  earth 
— comes  to  its  last  station  at  San  Sebastian,  where  we  claim  a  share 
in  Mrs.  Gulick's  **  Spanish  Mt.  Holyoke."  Though  sorely  aiflicted 
in  the  loss  of  a  dear  little  daughter,  she  is  still  upheld  by  Divine 
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strength,  and  finds  in  the  busy  cares  of  her  school  a  comfort  and 
diversion  from  her  grief. 

DEVOTIONAL  MEETINGS. 

To  those  who  attend  all  the  sessions  of  one  of  our  annual 
meetings,  the  rapid  succession  of  interests  brought  before  the 
mind,  the  earnest  discussions,  of  which  not  one  word  can  be  wil- 
lingly lost,  the  able  papers  calling  for  close  attention,  and  the  rare 
privilege  of  hearing  the  story  of  foreign  work  from  our  mission- 
aries, not  one  of  whose  words  would  we  willingly  let  slip,  unite 
to  produce  a  mental  strain  often  amounting  to  anxiety  and 
weariness  of  spii-it.  To  this  pressure  of  thought  and  emotion 
comes  the  blessed  peace  and  quiet  of  our  devotional  hour,  set,  like 
Christian  Pilgrim^s  bower  of  rest,  in  the  midst  of  the  laborious 
day,  and  like  that,  "  built  by  the  Lord  of  the  way  for  the  refresh- 
ment of  weary  travelers."  Especially  grateful  was  this  "  still  houi**' 
on  each  day  of  this  meeting ;  the  first,  led  by  Mrs.  Day,  of  Ottawa, 
the  second,  by  Mrs.  Magoun,  of  Iowa.  Here,  those  who  had  felt 
conscious  only  of  weakness  in  the  presence  of  the  great  need  of 
heathen  lands,  could  ^*wait  on  the  Lord,"  and  find  his  promise 
true  in  the  strengthening  of  the  heart.  Miss  Porter  brought  from 
her  beloved  mother  this  message,  **  Whatsoever  he  saith  to  you, 
doit."  Prayers  followed  in  ready  succession.  We  joined  in  peti- 
tions for  those  whose  need  burdened  our  hearts, — "  our  mission- 
aries," *•  our  new  missionaries,"  "  for  those  who  ought  to  go,  but 
fail  to  see  their  privilege," — and  all  too  soon  the  blessed  hour  was 
gone. 

MISSIONABT  ADDBESSES. 

One  wish  only  comes  with  the  thought  of  these, —  that  it  were 
possible  to  givejtjer6aiim  reports  of  each,  instead  of  the  meagre  ex- 
tracts to  which  our  limits  confine  us.  Mrs.  Capron,  for  twenty- 
nine  years  missionary  in  Madura,  India,  described  the  need  of  the 
Hindu  women,  and  the  plans  by  which  she  had  sought  to  reach  the 
greatest  number.  Most  earnestly  did  she  insist  upon  the  source  of 
all  her  strength — implicit  reliance  on  the  Divine  power.  "The 
strength  of  a  missionary  is  in  letting  the  Lord  speak  through 
human  lips."  "I  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips."  Imagine  a  missionary 
speaking  to  a  heathen  woman.  She  has  two  eyes,  two  ears,  one 
mouth ;  four  avenues  of  approach  to  her  soul,  one  for  the  body.  If 
Bhe  eats  rice,  how  is  it  assimilated?  Who  knows?  The  Lord 
takes  care  of  it.  So,  when  spiritual  food  is  gi^^en,  the  Lord  will 
take  care  of  it.  It  is  a  great  gain  to  know  where  to  lay  down 
responsibility.  Teach  one  truth,  one  text;  it  is  a  germ ;  some  day 
God  will  provide  the  next  step.  Often  she  was  called  to  supplement 
the  work  begun  by  others,  as  when  a  Brahmin  had  asked  her  to 
read  the  Bible  with  him,  he  having  received  it  from  another  mis- 
sionary. 

A  very  important  part  of  Mrs.  Capron' s  work  was  the  care  and 
oversight  of  her  native  Bible-women.  Through  these  she  had 
regular  reports  of  950  women  and  their  progress.  Each  Bible- 
woman  had  a  book  with  the  names  of  those  in  her  care,  of  whom 
«he  gave  weekly  reports,  Mrs.  Capron  keeping  a  corresponding 
t>ook  with  records  of  the  same.    Her  descriptions  of  the  meeti\i^i^ 
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with  these,  in  which  she  prepared  for  their  use  the  portion  of 
Scripture  for  the  coming  week,  revealed  the  secret  of  her  large 
success.  She  had  thus  gone  through  the  whole  Bihle  in  careful 
study,  and  as  far  as  Chronicles  the  second  time.  These  lessons 
were  taken  by  each  of  her  ten  Bible-women  to  those  under  their 
care,  and  periodically  Mrs.  Capron  herself  visited  one  and  another 
house  with  them,  always  by  innitation^  that  the  women  might  be  at 
leisure,  and  ready  to  give  careful  attention.  "  Every  woman  in  my 
care  is  taught  the  verse  *  God  so  loved  the  world,' ''  said  she,  and 
told  how  one  who  had  no  further  light  or  knowledge,  had,  by  re- 

§  eating  this  verse  over  and  over  again,  soothed  and  quieted  the 
ying  hour  of  her  mother. 
Miss  Porter,  in  her  *' Missionary  Experiences  and  Heathen 
Homes,"  drew  for  us  the  dark,  sad  picture  of  lives  wholly  without 
the  gospel.  In  comparing  missionary  life  of  to-day  with  that  of 
fifty  years  ago,  we  are  apt  to  feel  that  much  of  its  self-denial  and 
trial  has  been  overcome.  But  this  is  only  the  surface  aspect. 
Shorter  journeys,  easier  traveling, —  these  are  small  things,  and  but 
little  affect  the  real  life.  Heathenism,  in  its  darkness,  its  deep 
depravity,  its  utter  hopelessness  and  helplessness,  is  as  dreadful 
toAlay  as  when  the  first  missionary  encountered  it,  and  felt  the 
sad  depression  of  its  utter  darkness  and  weight, —  its  ''leprosy  of 
sin."  Heathen  women  are  weak  and  sick  in  will,  perverted  in 
judgment,  corrupt  in  heart.  Civilization  may  cover  this  condition, 
but  it  is  only  with  a  thin  veil,  which  does  not  renew  or  cleanse  the 
soul.  To  learn  the  language  is  often  the  easiest  task  of  a  young 
missionary's  life.  It  is  m  this  sad  knowledge  which  must  come  to 
them  and  try  most  severely  their  faith  and  patience,  that  they  most 
need  the  upholding  and  comfort  of  our  earnest  and  constant  pray- 
ers. 

Miss  Oathcart  turned  our  thoughts  to  her  beloved  and  longed- 
for  Micronesia,  and  made  us  see  the  low,  barren  islands, —  fringes 
of  coral  surrounding  lagoons, —  sparsely  inhabited,  and  the  vol- 
canic isles  all  clothed  with  tropical  verdure,  some  with  a  popu- 
lation numbered  by  thousands.  Poor  and  i^orant,  sunk  in  vice 
and  superstition,  tneir  only  religion  superstitious  forms,  by  which 
they  seek  to  appease  offended  spirits  of  pond,  or  tree,  or  moun- 
tain, unclothed,  and  with  no  idea  of  family  life, —  this  is  the 
picture  as  the  missionaries  found  it  twenty-five  years  since.  The 
people  are  too  few  and  weak  and  scattered  to  give  any  hope  of  ever 
forming  a  strong  Christian  nation ;  but  souls  can  be  saved  among 
them,  and  Christian  truth  can  yield  as  rich  fruits  here  as  in  more 
favored  lands.  The  converts  work  for  others  as  soon  as  brought 
themselves  to  the  light.  There  are  50  islands  where  missionaries 
have  labored,  49  churches,  with  6,800  members.  Neat  buildings, — 
frames  held  together  by  cords  and  covered  by  thatch,  the  work  of 
tiie  natives, —  attest  their  desire  for  improvement ;  dwelling-houses 
constructed  in  the  same  manner,  with  windows,  that  light  may 
enter  and  enable  them  to  read, —  families  living  in  the  order  of 
Christian  life, — clothing,  and  books,  and  picture  cards,  mark  the 
difference  between  the  heathen  and  Christian  natives.  Five  dia* 
lects  are  reduced  to  writing,  — in  one  year  1,500  Testaments  and 
2,000  hymn  books  have  been  sold, —  the  Testaments  at  50  cents 
each;  and  this  among  a  people  whose  only  merchantable  products 
are  shells  and  the  produce  of   the  cocoa-tree.     Miss  Cathcart 
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begged  that  much  prayer  might  be  offered  for  our  missionaries  at 
Ponape  where  Miss  Fletcher  and  Miss  Palmer  are  in  charge  of  the 
Girls'  School,  and  from  which  ^uch  fearful  stories  have  reached  us 
of  disorder  and  violence  attendant  on  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards. 

Miss  Haskins  brought  loving  greetings  from  her  co-workers  in 
Mexico,  and  said  that  the  girls  of  the  Guadalajara  School  would 
remember  the  day  of  our  Meeting.  A  pleasan^  description  of  life 
in  that  school  made  us  conscious  that  the  work  of  educating  girls 
is  much  the  same  in  all  countries;  and  that  regular  hours  for 
work,  study,  play,  and  rest,  constant  and  loving  oversight,  and 
above  all  careful  teaching  and  training  in  the  truths  of  the  Bible, 
while  they  call  for  the  best  that  Christian  teachers  can  give,  will 
produce  results  worth  all  they  cost  in  labor  and  self-denial.  It  was 
encouraging  to  know  of  the  increasing  love  for  Bible  study,  and 
that  the  pupils  weary  of  vacation, — but  never  of  the  school-time. 

A  most  cheering  story  of  a  revival  among  the  girls  in  the  school 
at  Marash  was  given  by  Miss  Williams. 

EVENING   MEETIKG. 

A  full  house  awaited  the  opening  hour  on  Wednesday  evening. 
An  anthem,  unusally  well  rendered  by  a  large  company  of  stu- 
dents from  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  opened  the  exer- 
cises. Later  in  the  evening  a  rising  vote  testified  the  general 
pleasure  in  this  service  of  song,  when  Mrs.  Magoun  read  a  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to  the  students,  adding  the  hope  that  when,  in 
the  future,  they  should  enter  upon  their  work  as  pastors,  they 
might  be  moved  to  "help  those  women"  who  should  form  the 
misionary  societies  of  their  churches,  and  always  find  the  different 
interests  of  their  respective  parishes  as  harmonious  as  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  their  anthem.  Mrs.  Capron  was  listened  to  with  un- 
wavering attention,  and  was  followed  by  a  strong  and  eloquent 
address  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Gunsaulus,  of  Plymouth  Church,  whose 
convincing  arguments  for  the  most  earnest  foreign  missionary 
labors,  vivid  portrayal  of  the  puerility  and  feebleness  of  objections 
raised  against  it,  and  forcible  statements  of  truths  of  revelation 
and  the  nature  of  human  life  which  unite  to  urge  to  still  more 
zealous  work  in  this  same  direction.  We  wish  it  were  in  our 
power  to  give  entire  to  all  who  have  a  shadow  of  doubt  left  on  this 
great  theme. 

childken's  meeting. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  those  in  the  church  were  aware  of 
a  continuous  rumbling  of  omnibuses,  and  pattering  of  children's 
feet  past  the  doors  of  the  auditorium  and  up  the  stairs  to  the 
spacious  lecture-room  of  the  church.  Quietly  leaving  the  larger 
meeting  the  writer  went  in  the  same  direction,  and  found  the 
room  filled  with  the  members  of  mission  bands,  with  bannera 
and  elder  people  quite  crowded  into  the  standing-room  of  the  edges. 
While  standing  there,  the  pastor  of  the  church  came  up  the  stairs 
with  two  or  three  estrays.  "  Can  you  make  room  for  these  little 
rills,  who  belong  with  our  Steady  ^Streams  ?  "  was  his  request;  and 
convinced  that  every  inch  of  room  really  belonged  to  the  children 
and  those  in  charge  of  them,the  intruder  wended  her  way  back  to 
the  room  below,  having  first  engaged  the  services  of  one  who  had 
the  right  to  be  present  as  helper,  to  give  a  report  of  the  exer- 
cises ;  which  report  we  gladly  give  entire. 
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BEPOBT  OP  CHILDBElf'S  HOUB.* 

As  3  o'clock,  the  hour  for  the  children's  meeting,  drew  near, 
there  was  a  universal  feeling  of  disappointment  as  it  became 
evident  that  their  gathering  was, to  be  apart  from  the  general 
assembly.  But  when  one  looked  around  the  spacious  auditorium 
of  the  New  England  Church,  and  found  scarcely  an  unoccupied 
seat,  and  then  passed  to  t\\e  Sunday-school  room,  it  was  well  un- 
derstood why  it  was  impossible  to  unite  the  two  meetings.  The 
children  of  the  Congregational  churches  of  Chicago,  to  the  number 
of  many  hundreds,  occupied  every  chair.  Parents  and  leaders  of 
Mission  Bands  were  packed  in  the  little  standing-room  that  re- 
mained, while  in  front  a  row  of  little  folks  sat  in  Oriental  fashion 
on  the  floor.  The  hymns  for  the  meeting  were  printed  upon  the 
conventional  pink  paper  with  the  coral  spray;  one  of  these,  the 
"Morning  Star  Hymn,"  being  newly  copyrighted  by  the  W.  B.  M.  L 
Mrs.  Moses  Smith  told  the  children  that  she  considered  it  one 
of  the  honors  of  her  life  that  she  had  been  asked  to  preside  during 
this  hour.  After  earnest  words  of  prayer  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Blatch- 
fprd,  the  children  united  in  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Mrs.  S. 
S.  Rogers  told  them  that  although  they  had  fallen  $94  short  of 
redeeming  their  pledge  of  $4,500,  they  had  given  $267.84  more 
than  ever  before,  ana  deserved  only  commendation.  She  then 
called  upon  them  to  repeat  the  five  causes  to  which  they  contribute. 
Miss  Mary  Porter,  so  long  identified  with  one  of  these,  spoke 
words  of  encouragement  for  the  work  they  were  doing  for  the 
Bridgman  School.  Miss  Lillie  Cathcart  then  spoke  of  Micronesia, 
showing  an  **  entire  suit  of  clothes"  as  worn  by  the  natives, —  a 
strip  of  cloth  one  half  yard  wide,  by  two  yards  long.  Mrs.  Capron^ 
of  India,  made  the  little  Indian  boy,  Ramasame,  very  real  as  she 
followed  him  from  the  native  school  into  the  Mission  village-school, 
through  the  Christian  seminary  or  college,  until  he  became  a  native 
preacher.  She  then  told  them  an  Indian  fable  in  so  happy  a  man- 
ner, that  the  clapping  of  hundreds  of  little  hands,  that  could 
scarcely  be  silenced,  testified  to  their  delight.  After  a  closing 
hymn,  they  marched  to  the  doors  of  the  room  below.  The  organ 
struck  the  notes  of  "  Onward,  Christian  Soldier,"  and  then  the 
children,  singing,  and  bearing  their  many  banners,  marched  down 
the  side  aisles,  up  the  middle  aisle,  and  out  of  the  church ;  while 
eyes  grew  moist,  and  hearts  sent  up  a  fervent,  *^God  bless  the 
children!" 

PAPEB8. 

In  a  very  bright  and  charming  paper,  to  whose  sprightly  sallies 
of  wit  wore  added  the  grace  of  clear  and  effective  reading,  Mrs, 
Ide,  of  Milwaukee,  caused  to  pass  before  us  a  line  of  foes  which 
every  missionary  worker  in  the  home-field  present*  recognized  as 
her  very  own.  Some  of  these  were  old  enemies,  oft  defeated,  but 
which  will  not  stay  down.  Others,  more  ghostly  and  shadowy  in 
outline,  hover  about  the  outskirts  of  missionary  societies,  and 
deal  blows  in  the  dan'k,  or  suck  the  blood  of  enthusiasm  from  the 
workers, —  themselves  too  unsubstantial  to  be  attacked  and  over- 
come in  fair  fight.     To  these  Mrs.  Ide  gave  definite  form  and 

*Mr8.  W.  L.  Brubaker,  Peoria. 
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appropriate  outline  and  color,  and  by  the  verv  materialization  they 
were  half  vanquished.  Miss  Evans,  of  Northfleld,  held  the  atten- 
tion of  "our  girls"  by  a  most  able  paper  on  the  relation  of 
Christian  schools  to  missions,  setting  forth  the  peculiar  opportu- 
nities which  await  the  young  lives,  to  whose  keeping  the  great 
missionary  interests  of  the  world  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  given. 
This  paper,  as  well  as  that  of  Mrs.  Ide,  may  be  obtained  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Board,  53  Dearborn  Street.  Three  earnest  and 
thoughtful  papers  in  relation  to  work  for  the  children,  were  read 
on  Wednesday  afternoon:  "The  relation  of  Seniors  to  Mission 
Bands,"  by  Mrs.  Rogers,  who  has  so  successfully  planned  and  led 
this  work  for  several  years;  "The  relation  of  Juniors  to  Mission 
Bands,"  by  Mrs.  Steele;  "The  relation  of  Mothers  to  Mission 
Bands,"  by  Mrs.  Latimer.  Tliese  papers  can  also  be  procured  by 
application  to  the  rooms  of  the  Board.  In  the  discussion  which 
followed,  the  following  thoughts  were  expressed:  "In  any  work 
which  brings  results,  nine  tenths  is  drudgery;"  "To  interest  the 
children,  work  must  be  provided,  offices  created;  officers  will  surely 
be  interested;"  "  Our  future  missionaries  are  now  among  our  boys 
and  girls."  "  Praying  lips  must  begin  early;  teach  the  children  to  % 
pray, — by  sentence  prayers  at  first." 

YOUNG  ladies'   HOUB. 

The  last  half  of  Thursday  afternoon  found  the  young  ladles 
grouped  in  the  body  of  the  house,  for  the  consideration  of  their 
own  peculiar  departments  of  work,  led  by  the  chairman  of  their 
committee,  Mrs.  Clark.  It  was  a  cheering  sight  to  those  now 
bearing  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  to  see  these  fresh,  strong 
young  spirits  preparing  to  assume  the  responsibility  which  the 
present  leaders  must  so  soon  lay  aside;  and  when  their  voices 
joined  in  the  "Bridge-builders  hymn,"*  all  present  felt  the 
truth  of  its  strong  chorus,  "Our  souls  are  marching  on."  The 
hour  was  occupied  by  familiar  talks  from  the  missionaries 
present,  and  by  Miss  Evans'  paper,  already  mentioned,  from  which 
we  cannot  forbear  quoting  a  single  sentence:  "Dear  girls,  if  you 
do  not  work  for  souls  here,  you  would  not  do  it  in  China  or  Japan ; 
and  if  you  are  not  willing  to  go  to  foreign  fields  should  God  open 
the  way  for  you,  you  are  not  prepared  to  do  his  service  here  at 
home." 

CLOSING  HOUR. 

Much  that  is  deserving  a  place  in  a  report  of  this  Meeting  must 
be  omitted,  for  want  of  space, —  the  Question  Box,  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Williams,  of  Minneapolis,  the  earnest  discussion  and  resolu- 
tions in  regard  to  our  periodicals, —  Mission  Studies,  Life  and 
Light,  and  Mission  Bayspring, 

A  collection  was  taken,  amounting  to  $127.80.  The  missionaries 
and  mothers  of  missionaries  present  were  introduced  to  the  audi- 
ence, with  some  appreciative  words  by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Blatchford. 
The  Committee  on  Place  of  Meeting  reported  a  cordial  invitation 
from  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  which  they  recommended  for  acceptance. 
A  resolution  of  thanks  was  moved  to  the  Christian  friends,  whose 

•Missionary  Hymnal,  published  by  W.  B.  M.  I. 
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provision  for  the  success  of  the  meeting  and  the  comfort  of  their 
guests  had  been  so  complete  in  every  detail,  as  to  cover  even  tiie 
appearance  of  the  great  labor  which  we  felt  must  have  been  borne 
to  secure  it.  One  more  prayer,  the  closing  words  of  our  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Smith,  ''This  is  a  faithful  saving  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that  the  Son  of  Man  came  mto  the  world  to  save 
sinners";  "If  ye  abide  in  me  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye 
shall  ask  what  ye  will  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you,"  and  the 
doxology. 

<♦> 


STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 

PLANS  FOR  1888. 

January, —  Micronesia  and  July, —  Ceylon. 

Hawaii.  August — Mexico. 

February, —  Japan  Mission.  September, —  Thank-ofEerings. 

March, —  Western  Turkey.  October. —  North  China. 

April, — European  Turkey.  November, —  Shanse  Mission. 

May, —  Zulu  Mission.  December, —  Review. 
June, — Marathi  Mission, 

The  foundations  having  been  laid  by  the  series  of  studies  on  the 
missions  of  the  American  Board,  the  lessons  of  this  year  will  di- 
rect attention  especially  to  the  work  of  woman  in  those  missions. 
The  summary  of  history  will  consist  of  only  a  few  facts  briefly 
stated.  A  summary  of  recent  missionary  news  will  be  given  in 
Mission  Studies  as  a  part  of  the  material  for  each  monthly  meet- 
ing. 

MICBONEBIA. 

The  material  for  this  month  is  both  abundant  and  interesting. 

Missionaries:  Give  the  names  of  the  missionaries  supported  by 
the  W.  B.  M.,  and  locate  each  on  her  own  island.  Of  those  of  the 
W.  B.  M.  I.,  with  location  of  each.    See  January  Mission  Studies. 

History:  When  was  this  mission  begun,  and  by  whom?  See 
Mission  Studies,  and  for  broader  study,  "The  Work  of  God  in  Mi- 
cronesia,'' issued  by  the  American  Board. 

The  Morning  Star:  What  share  have  the  children  of  the  Inte- 
rior in  this  missionary  ship  ?  Sum  up  its  work  from  August,  1886 
to  August,  1887.  A  large  paper  map,  on  which  her  journey  may 
be  traced,  can  be  had  for  40  cents.  See  Mission  Studies  for  the 
facts. 

The  Training  School  in  Kusaie  (W.  B.  M.),  in  which  Miss  Crosby 
is  to  work,  and  from  which  Miss  Cathcart  has  .come.  What  is  it 
doing?  "  The  Intenor  "  (W.  B.  M.  I. ) :  Describe  it.  Tell  number 
and  character  of  the  pupils.  Religious  interest.  See  June  Life 
and  Light  and  January  Mission  Studies, 

Ruk:  What  is  Mrs.  Logan  doing?  Life  and  Light,  February, 
June,  and  August,  1887 ;  Herald,  January  and  February,  1887. 
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Descriptive :  "A  First  Glimpse,"  by  Misses  Smith  and  Crosby, 
February  Ltfe  and  Light,  1887;  "Gathering  Schoolgirls,"  June,  188^. 

Story :  No  tale  of  romance  can  be  more  wonderful  than  that  of 
the  missionary  work  in  Pingelap,  in  "Work  of  God  in  Micronesia." 

Missionary  Letters:  Miss  Smith's  Journal,  in  October  and  No- 
vember Life  and  Light  will  be  found  delightfully  interesting.  The 
Advance,  of  November  I7th,  contains  a  letter  from  Miss  IngersoU. 

Beligious  condition  of  Ponape :  See  Herald,  February  and  June, 
1887. 

Recent  Events  in  Micronesia :  When  did  Spain  take  possession  of 
these  islands?  What  excuse  was  made  for  the  imprisonment  of 
Mr.  Doane?  What  sudden  retribution  followed?  What  is  the 
latest  news?  See  Herald,  November,  1887;  January  Mission  Stud- 
ies.   What  two  aged  Micronesiau  missionaries  died  this  past  year? 

Summary  qf  Missionary  News :  See  January  Mission  Studies. 
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WQIUN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mbs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Tbbasubbr. 
Receipts  from  Oct.  21  to  Nov.  18,  1887. 


ILLINOIS. 

Bbanch.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  Brigh- 
ton, 1;  Btuia,  6;  Chicago, 
Union  Park  Ch.,  of  wh.  25  by 
Mrs.  £.  H.  Morton,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Stevens, 
35,  First  Gh.,  28;  Evanston, 
3;  Hinsdale,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Has- 
kell, to  const.  L.  M.  Florence 
Haskell  Parsons,  10;  N&pon- 
set,  16.75;  Oak  Park,  44.50; 
Pittsfleld,  11.25;  RocJcford, 
Second  Ch.,  2;  fryoming,  15,   171  60 

Junior:  Byron,  Y.  P.  S.,  5;  Chi- 
cogo.  Union  Park  Cb.,  Y.L.S., 
30 ;  EvanstomY,  P.  S.,  6.50 ;  El- 
gin, T.  L.S.,22;  Lake  View,Ch. 
of  Redeemer,  19.72;  Paaton, 
Y.  li.  S.,  15,  98  22 

Juvenile:  Bockford,  Second 
Cb.,  Sunsbine  Band,  2.10; 
Waverly,  Mission  Band,  5.61,     7  71 

Thank-offerings:  Maiden, 
2.60;  OaXeeburg,  Brick  Cb., 
20,  22  60 

Sunday-schools:  Dundee,  6; 
Neponset,  Infant  Class,  1.60, 


Total, 


7  60 
307  63 


IOWA. 

Branoh.— Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grinnell,  Treas.  Cherokee, 
20;  iUsar  Lake,  3;  Orinnell, 
23.40;  JTull,  10 ;  Mttscatine,  57 ; 
Manson,  5 ;  Osa^ge,  1.95;  Bock- 


ford,  2.19;  Tyrone,  Mrs.  Mary 

A.  Payne,  2;  Dubuqtte,  5.50,      130  04 
Junior:   Orirmell,  10.30;  Itew- 

ton,  12, 
J  u VENiLE :     Osage,    Prairie 

Cbickens,  40  cts.,  Oskaloosa, 

S.  S.,  12.60, 
Thank-offering.  —  Deeorah, 

Juniorsi 


22  30 


12  90 


2  56 


Total, 

Omission  :  From  December  No. , 
Anamosa,  Tbank-off.,  2.35; 
Clinton,  Y.  L.,  10;  Creston, 
20,  Total,  32.35,  wbicb  was  in- 
cluded in  final  total,  but  re- 
ceive'tt  too  late  to  be  entered 
upon  tbe  Brancb  Report. 


KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  LeavenworthjTreas.  Fair- 
view,  10 ;  Downs,  2.35 ;  Leaven- 
worth, 2.74;  AfcPherson,  10; 
OlatTie,  4.30 ;  Sa,bet?ia,to  const. 
Mrs.  Flora  P.  Hogbin  L.  M. 
25;  Seneca,  Legacy  of  Miss 
Jean  Baird,  100;  VaZley  Falls, 

1» 

Less  expenses, 


167  79 


Juvenile  :  Leavenworth,yLom' 
ing  Star  Mission, 

Total, 


155  39 
IG  90 

138  49 

9  74 
148  23 
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HTOHIOAN. 

.  Br ANOH.— Mrs.-  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Supple- 
mental to  last  month's  state- 
ments! BenzonUit  16:  Brech- 
enridge,  1:  Charlotte,  25; 
Cohonlms,  6 ;  Detroit,  Wood- 
-waid  Ave.,  65;  Eaton  Rapids, 
10;  Essexville,  3.15;  Grand 
Bapids,  11;  Grass  Lake,  12; 
Kalamazoo,  65 ;  Miiskegon,  11 ; 
N.  Dorr,  8.60;  Owosso,  5.50; 
Port  Huron,  38;  St.  Joseph, 
21;  Union  City,  16.25;  fT^it- 
taker,  2.  Senior  total,  316.50. 

Junior:  Jackson,  Y.  P.  M.  C.« 
118;  7'«.  Huron,  Y.  P.  H.  and 
F.  M.  S.,25,Junior  total,  143.00. 

Juvenile:  EssexvUle,  Chil- 
dren's Band,  5;  Grand  Bap- 
ids.  Second  Ch.,  Opportunity 
Club,  1;  Grass  Lake,  Chil- 
dren's Band,  1.81;  YpsUantit 
Cheerful  Helper,  5,  juvenile 
total,  12.81. 

Sunday-schools:  JV.  Dorr, 
1.40;  Webster,  6.62,  S.  S.  total, 
8.02. 

Total,  480.33,  which  was  in- 
cluded last  month. 

MICHIGAN. 

Brajuch.— Alpena,  A  Friend  of 
missions,  2;  Bedford,  W.  M. 
S.,  6;  Chelsea,  Thank-off.,  11 ; 
Greenville,  25.26;  Ludinffton, 
Thank-off.,  7,  51  26 

Junior:  Cheboygan,  of  wh. 
2.10  is  thank-off.,  9;  Church's 
Corners,  45,  64  00 

Juvenile:  Kalkaska,  Willing 
Worker8,10 ;  Bockford,  Happy 
Workers,  6,  16  00 


Total,  121  26 

MISSOURI. 

Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Treas.  Meadville, 
Thank-off.,  1.25;  Windsor, 
1.11,  2  36 

Junior:  Cartha^ge,  S.  S.  Class, 
2;  fri7u2«or,S.S.Birthday-off8.| 
5.39, 

Total, 

NEBRASKA. 

Oma/ia.— Third  Ch.,  Auz., 
Juvenilb:  Omaha,  Third  Ch., 
Zion's  Cadets, 

Total,  12  00 


OHIO. 

Bbanoh.— Mrs.  Geo. 


7  39 

9  76 

10  00 

2  00 

H.   Ely, 
env, 
Pa,,  in  mem.  Mrs.  A.  M^  Hills, 


of  Elyria,  Treas.    AUegheny, 

_      .  __       .^jj^j. — 


6.76;  Avsbinburg,  11;  Brovm^ 
helm,!. 16:  Cincinnati,  Colum- 
bia Ch.,  20;  Lyme,S ;  Bavenna^ 
60;  TaUnuidge,  5.13;  Toledo, 
First  Ch.,  110,  218  03 

Junior:  JUonroevUle,  Y.  P.  M. 
C,  10.62;  Buggies,  M.  B.,  12,       22  62 

Juvenile:  Elyria,  Little  Help- 
ers, 5 ;  .Areti;arA;,Ply mouth  Ch., 
Mayflower  Band,  13,  18  00 

Th ank-Offerinos :  Brown- 
helm,  1.15;  Ironton,  10,  11  16 

Total,  269  80 

rocky  mountain. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Hiram  R.  Jones, 

of  South  Pueblo,  Col.,  Treas. 

Col.  Springs,  Thank-off.,  10; 

Denver,   Second    Ch.,   11.20; 

Longmont,  3.24, 
Junior:    Col.   Springs,  Pike's 

Peak  M.  B.,  22.04;  Longmont, 

S.  S.,  1.46, 

Total, 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


24  44 


Bec^fleld, 


Total, 


TENNESSEE. 

Chattanooga,  Miss  L.  M.  Law- 
son, 

Total, 


600 
600 

6  00 
500 


WISCONSIN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Coburn,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.    MUwau- 
kee.  Grand  Ave.    Ch.,   35.80; 
FittsviUe,  12;  Whitewater,  1,     48  80 
Jusioii'j—EvansvillcY.L..,  6  00 

Juvenile:  Brodhead,  S.  S., 
Willing  Workers,  3  00 

Total,  66  80 

Less  expenses,  1  12 

Total,  65  68 

MISOBLLANBOUS. 

Collection  at  nineteenth  an- 
nual meeting,  127.66;  young 
ladies'  collection  at  same,  30; 
sale  of  articles  donated,  24.20; 
of  leaflets,  30.72;  of  «*The  Ori- 
ent and  its  People,"  3 ;  of  en- 
velopes, 55  cts.,  216  18 

Total,  216  13 

Receipts  from  October  21st  to 
November  18th,  $1,366  21 

Correction  in  December  Life  and 
Light.—  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  Juvenile, 
24.34,  Thank-offering,  20.46.  Totals 
correct. 


ANMIVEH8ART  ADDRESS  OP  THE    PRESIDENT    OF  THE 
BOARD. 

(Dellveted  at  Socramanto,  Oct.  S,  188T.) 

Dear  FrienAi  of  tht  Woman't  Board  qf  Mitalonafor  the  Paeffle : — 
AssEUBLXD  oace  more  within  the  benignant  shelter  of  the  Gea- 
era]  Association  of  California,  vio  are  privileged  to  gather,  uadei 
the  iDBpiration  of  that  honored  presence,  a  few  thoughts  which 
may  give  fresh  impulse  to  our  Christian  service.  We  will  consider 
this  evening  some  essentials  iu  succeBsful  foreign  miHsionary  work. 
Zjet  us  view  certain  salient  points  which  are  to  be  held  as  vantage 
ground  in  the  great  conflict  with  evil, —  a  conflict  which  we  are 
not  to  wage  alone,  bnt  surrounded  by  chariots  and  horses  of  fire 
on  every  mountain-side  of  difBculty;  while  leading  onvard,  in  his 
Divine  Majesty,  is  the  Captain  of  the  Lord's  host,  "going  forth 
conquering  and  to  conquer."  To  his  commands  are  we  to  render 
humble,  prompt,  unquestioning  obedience,  giving  thanks  that  we 
are  permitted  to  follow  in  the  luminous  footprints  of  his  sacrifice 
and  his  advancing  glory.  Small  indeed  is  the  help  we  render 
infinite  the  grace  which  makes  use  of  our  puny  strength;  yet, 
mighty  are  the  issues  that  hang  upon  our  faithfulness. 

In  the  cathedral  at  Cologne  stands  a  colossal  statue  of  St. 
Christopher.  The  legend  is  familiar  of  the  giant  ferryman  who 
tenderly  carried  a  little  child  across  a  rushing  stream,  vthen  tiie 
weight  became  almost  un supportable;  and  be  found,  when  he 
gently  laid  the  child  upon  the  shore,  that  be  had  borne  the  world 
upon  his  shoulder  with  the  Chi-ist.  Then,  obeying  the  command 
to  plant  Ilia  staff  iu  the  earth,  he  saw  it  bi'cak  forth  into  blossoms 
and  the  richest  fruitage.  Sitting  beneath  the  vast  heaven-pointing 
arches  of  that  cathedral,  we  learned  anew  as  we  looked  upon  that 
statue,  the  relation  of  our  missionary  work  to  the  world  and  its 
Redeemer.  We  know  not  what  we  are  doing,  but  we  can  obey  and 
dignify  the  smallest  service  by  its  relation  to  Christ.  He  rolls  the 
weight  of  a  dying  world  upon  us,  and  commands  us  to  bear  the 
burden  with  himself.  Therefore,  if  we  are  faithful  we  may  yet 
see  God's  promise  of  victory,  upon  which  we  lean,  bearing  its  own 
fmlt,  like  the  palm-branch  of  St.  Christopher,  to  the  glory  of  the 
Lord. 

(B7) 
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One  essential  in  this  life  of  obedient  missionary  service  is 
patience,  as  shown  in  the  quiet  endurance  of  trial,  and  the  steady 
'*  doing  with  our  might  what  our  hands  find  to  do,"  leaving  results 
with  God.  Thus  ought  we  to  labor  at  home,  and  thus  missionaries 
have  labored  for  many  years  in  the.  field  before  their  hearts  have 
been  gladdened  by  a  single  convert.  Witness  Morrison's  seven 
years  of  toil  and  suffering  before  he  baptized  a  single  Chinese 
Christian.  Imagine  the  patient  waiting  of  Grant  for  twenty  years 
before  he  was  permitted  to  welcome  a  Nestorian  convert.  Remem- 
ber the  struggles  in  India,  in  Africa, —  yes,  in  all  heathen  lands, 
before  the  truth  could  obtain  even  a  foothold.  Oh,  if  we  could 
have  a  lens  to-night  through  which  we  could  look  into  all  our  mis- 
sion-fields, what  a  picture  should  we  behold  of  patient  endurance, 
of  privation  and  suffering,  and  what  an  exhibition  of  this  God- 
like grace  would  be  found  in  the  care  and  culture  of  untutored 
souls  where  the  Christian  life  may  be  struggling  with  the  sin  of 
generations !  One  manifestation  of  patience  is  a  tender  sympathy 
with  such  erring  ones,  like  that  of  an  Irish  woman,  who  stood 
near  a  Chinese  idol  in  San  Francisco.  '*  And  do  they  worship  that 
for  the  living  God  ? ''  she  asked.  Being  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, she  reverently  added,  ''The  Lord  is  patient  with  us  all; 
blessed  be  his  holy  name  I"  Oh,  there  is  the  motive  to  control 
our  restless  spirits,  even  the  brooding  tenderness  of  the  **  Grod  of 
patience,"  who  would  draw  us  into  likeness  to  himself,  and  teach 
us  the  love  that  ''endureth  all  things!"  In  view  of  these  great 
motives  to  patience  found  in  the  history  of  past  and  present  mis- 
sions, and,  above  all,  in  the  character  of  God  himself,  shall  we  fal- 
ter when  slight  annoyances  beset  oiir  path  as  we  attempt  to  do  our 
work? 

Another  essential  factor  in  foreign  missionary  work,  is  the 
power  of  discerning  the  signs  of  the  times.  ''  This  kind  cometh 
not  forth  but  by  prayer  and  fasting,"  because,  like  miracle-work- 
ing of  old,  it  is  possible  only  in  the  clearness  and  pureness  of  the 
light  of  God.  This  life  is  full  of  crises,  on  which  turn  the  desti- 
nies of  men,  of  nations,  of  great  movements  in  the  realm  of  mind, 
and  of  those  more  subtile,  yet  intensely  real  experiences  in  the 
spiritual  life,  which  may  be  freighted  with  vast  issues  for  weal  or 
woe. 

These  crises  are  determined  by  providential  workings  through 
many  channels,  seen  only  by  the  omniscient  eye  of  God,  and  mov- 
ing under  his  control  as  surely  as  the  unseen  vapors  rising  from 
sea  and  land  are  counted,  gathered,  arranged,  and  guided  by  his 
beneficient  power,  as  they  mingle  with  the  springs  upon  the  moun- 
tain-side, and  at  length,  after  many  a  leap  and  sparkle,  sweep  on- 
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ward,  a  mighty  river,  to  the  sea.  Blessed  is  the  one  who  is  always 
in  the  line  of  God's  working!  Supreme  moments  which  are  crises 
in  our  lives  and  in  the  interests  we  serve,  may  steal  upon  us  as 
gently  as  the  dew,  and  may  pass  without  leaving  a  trace  upon  our 
consciousness,  unless  we  are  trained  by  obedience  and  faithfulness 
to  discern  the  guiding  hand  of  God.  An  impulse  may  move  us  to- 
day to  special  prayer  or  to  fresh  earnestness  in  auxiliary  work, 
while  the  test,  the  outward  emergency  calling  for  the  stored-up 
ipower,  may  be  found  years  hence  in  our  ability  to  discern  and  con- 
trol some  exigency  now  unforeseen,  which  may  be  vital  to  India, 
China,  or  Japan.  Thus  we  are  not  to  underrate  the  simple,  un- 
pretending duties  to  which  this  work  may  call  us.  Quiet  channels 
they  are,  where  no  stream  is  rushing,  but  through  them  may  flow 
the  infinite  possibilities  of  God.  Faithful  souls  are  gifted  with 
discerning  grace,  and  their  spiritual  insight  is  quick  to  read  signs 
of  the  purposes  of  God. 

Looking  back  over  centuries,  one  sees  mighty  upheavals  which 
loom  up  like  mountain  crests  above  the  mists  of  the  valleys.  Cen- 
tral points  they  are  in  the  world's  history,  around  which  circling 
events  are  held  in  their  orbits  and  made  to  develop  some  divine 
purpose,  revealed  only  after  the  lapse  of  centuries.  Honor  to 
those  who  have  discerned  the  central  point  in  their  age,  and  have 
made  their  lives  tell  in  the  line  of  God's  working! 

With  this  certain,  underlying  principle  in  the  worlds  affairs,  we 
have  to  do  at  this  hour  only  in  its  relation  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
and  that 

"  Far-off,  divine  event 
To  which  the  whole  creation  moves." 

Let  each  Christian  strive,  with  humble  trust,  to  put  away  all  hin- 
drances to  a  holy  life,  that  the  soul  may  be  quick  to  feel  and  to 
obey  the  divine  impulses,  and  who  can  imagine  to  what  the  Church 
of  God  would  speedily  be  led — to  what  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
to  what  discerning  of  strategic  points,  to  what  wisdom  in  approach- 
ing them,  strength  in  grasping  them,  and  to  what  joy — as  the 
rapid  unfolding  of  the  divine  plan  reveals  ^*  the  breadth,  and 
length,  and  depth,  and  height "  of  the  unsearchable  love  of  God. 

A  third  essential  in  successful  foreign  missionary  work  is  a  per- 
ception of  spiritual  truth  in  its  simplicity,  centering  in  and  irradi- 
ating from  the  person  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Dogmas  rise  and  fall  with  wave-like  power  upon  the  centuries. 
They  pile  one  upon  the  other;  they  crash  and  foam,  and  some- 
times, like  insurmountable  walls,  they  rear  themselves,  opposing 
the  progress  of  the  Church,  and  threatening  to  engulf  her  while 
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she  is  striving  to  go  forward.  As  a  ship  is  checked,  and  stands 
quivering  under  the  "  shock  of  cataract  seas,"  so  history  reveals 
certain  epochs  in  which  the  Church  has  met  the  tremendous  force 
of  some  tidal-wave  of  truth,  lashed  into  fury  by  the  winds  and  cur- 
rents of  human  opinion,  and  her  very  existence  has  been  threatened. 
But,  beneath  all  such  agitation  is  a  region  of  infinite  calm ;  an 
anchorage  that  always  holds  as  hope  fastens  the  storm-tossed 
Church  to  Him  who,  in  the  serenity  of  divine  love  and  power,  says, 
gently,  ''Peace,  be  still;"  ''Gome  unto  me,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest." 

The  stronger  the  hold  which  missionary  workers  have  upon  the 
Lord, — whether  in  the  church,  at  home,  or  in  distant  regions,  when 
a  close,  hand-to-hand  fight  with  evil  tests  their  strength, —  so  much 
the  clearer  is  the  perception  of  truth  vouchsafed  to  them  in  its 
vital  relation  to  the  world's  salvation,  the  stronger  their  hold  upon 
the  permanent,  while  the  transient  loosens  in  their  grasp,  the  more 
simple  their  faith,  and  the  more  real  the  holy  presence  of  their 
crucified,  risen,  and  glorified  Eedeemer.  Christ  is  "  the  beginning 
and  the  ending  "  of  all  missionary  service.  "  Complete  in  Him," 
according  to  her  capacity,  the  Church  starts  forth  to  tell  the  world 
of  salvation ;  but  that  completion  pushes  out  the  rim  of  its  encir- 
cling limitations,  as  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  deepens  Christian  experience,  and  enlarges  the  comprehen- 
sion of  divine  love  and  divine  possibilities  in  redemption.  It  is 
only  as  we  sit  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  as  did  Mary  of  old,  that  we  are 
lifted  up  to  even  a  dawning  conception  of  his  infinite  love  and 
glory.  "He  that  hath  an  ear  let  him  hear,"  and  "let  him  that 
heareth  say,  *  Come.*  " 

We  pause  with  this  culminating,  transcendent  factor  in  mis- 
sionary service;  for,  though  many  others  cluster  about  it,  this 
towers  above  them  all  in  supreme  privilege,  and  holds  within 
itself  all  fruition. 

Thus,  although  our  eyes  never  looked  upon  the  human  form  of 
the  historic  Christ,  our  souls  may  so  receive  his  touch,  that  truly, 
as  the  apostles  of  old,  we  may  become  his  witnesses  "unto  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,"  while  we  are  cheered  by  the  glorious 
vision  of  the  apostle,  and,  with  him,  catch  the  notes  of  that  majes- 
tic, heavenly  chorus,  "  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  forever 
and  ever." 


FEBRUARY,  1888. 


TRAGIC   NUPTIALS. 

BT  WIIXIAM   KNIOHTOtf,  LL.D. 

It  is  not  to  enter  upon  any  legal  disquisition  that  I  write  this 
article.  It  is  to  tell  a  simple  talc,  and,  I  am  soriy  tp  say,  an 
over-true  one,  tragical  aa  it  was,  that  came  under  my  own  observa- 
tion when  I  was  an  Assistaafr  Commissi  oner  in  Oudli,  Indeed,  I 
was  one  of  the  actors  in  the  tragedy,  an  unwilling  agent,  and  I 
gave  an  account  of  it  at  the  time  to  Mr.  Fronde,  when  lie  was 
editor  of  Fraser'a  Magazine. 

Ab  a  I'ule,  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  in  India,  both  Moslem 
and  Hindu,  are  too  poor  to  permit  of  their  indulging  in  tlio  prac- 
tice of  poljgamy.  Those  who  are  born  to  power  or  wealth  look 
forward  to  a  plurality  of  wives  as  a  necessary  and  indispensable 
accompaniment  of  their  wealth  or  dignity.  Practically,  the  evil 
of  Che  institution  is  most  felt  n  hen  the  poor  man  begins  to  better 
hia  position  in  life,  and  to  become  rich.  The  wife  who,  under 
other  civoum stances,  was  happy  and  contented,—  cheerfully  per- 
forming her  part  in  the  little  drama  of  her  life,  whatever  it  might 
be,  seeking  to  cheer  and  soothe  her  husband's  anxious  hours, — 
becomes,  as  wealth  increases,  anxious  and  uneasy.  She  may  take 
pride  in  additional  ornaments  or  finery,  but  there   is  a  dreaded 
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trial  looming  in  the  distance.  Her  own  future  happiness  or  misery, 
as  well  as  that  of  her  husband,  depends  much  upon  her  temper 
and  disposition.  If  she  have  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
slave,  all  may  be  well.  A  new  and  younger  wife  makes  her  appear- 
ance in  the  household.  If  the  first  wife  conform  cheerfully  to  this 
new  order  of  things,  if  she  consent,  without  remonstrance  or 
repining,  to  take  the  second  place  in  the  little  world  in  which  she 
formerly  ruled  supreme,  all  may  be  well.  But  this  cannot  often 
be  expected.  Many  of  the  instances  of  domestic  disputes  leading 
to  cruelty  and  ill  treatment,  or  even  to  graver  crimes,  in  Hindu 
families,  have  their  origin  in  the  entertainment  of  an  additional  wife. 

Rughbur  was  a  shopkeeper  in  a  bazar,  situated  in  a  village  on 
the  high  road  between  Lucknow  and  Fyzabad,  the  two  largest 
towns  in  Oudh.  He  was  an  active,  prudent,  pushing  man  of  the 
Ahir  caste.  In  the  days  of  his  poverty  he  had  married  a  poor 
girl  of  the  same  caste,  Nazi  by  name,  characterized  by  beauty  and 
prudence.  Rughbur  was  eighteen  when  they  were  married,  and 
Nazi  was  twelve.  For  ten  or  twelve  years  they  lived  together 
happily.  Rughbur  was  prosperous,  and  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  his  prosperity  was  due,  in  a  great  degree,  to  his  wife's  thrift 
and  wisdom.  Two  children  —  a  boy  and  a  girl  —  were  growing  up, 
both  healthy  and  promising. 

When  I  first  saw  her,  Nazi  was  decked  with  an  amazing  number 
of  silver  rings;  arms  and  ankles  were  covered,  her  ears  and  neck 
were  laden.  She  was  the  envy  of  many  of  that  little  village  com- 
munity; and  her  two  little  ones  sported  in  the  most  gorgeous 
finery,  on,  all  occasions  of  festivity,  in  that  bazar. 

In  an  evil  hour  for  poor  Nazi,  Rughbur  went  to  Durriabad,  in 
the  ordinary  way  of  business,  and  put  up  at  the  house  of  a 
wealthy  shopkeeper.  It  was  known  by  this  time  that  Rughbur 
was  a  prosperous  man,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  was 
more  by  design  than  by  chance  that  Rughbur  was  allowed  to  see 
Mukhily,  his  host's  daughter, —  a  girl  whose  grace  and  beauty  were 
conspicuous.  Among  the  Ahirs  of  Oudh  marriage  is  not  usually 
contracted  till  the  girls  are  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age. 

That  evening  Nazi  was  attending,  as  usual,  to  the  interests  of 
her  husband  and  children  with  all  her  accustomed  zeal  and  pru- 
dence ;  that  evening  Rughbur  was  bargaining  with  his  host  to  let 
him  have  Mukhily,  a  girl  not  quite  thirteen  years  of  age,  as  his 
second  wife.     Nazi  was  mentioned  during  the  negotiation. 

"Nazi  is  one  of  the  best  of  wives,''  said  Rughbur.  "Mukhily 
will  be  as  a  daughter  to  her." 

Poor  Nazi!  poor  Rughbur!  little  did  either  think  of  the  tragic 
events  that  were  to  spring  from  that  night's  negotiation.     Rughbur 
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knew  what  Nazi  was  when  happy  and  contented :  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  her  spirit  when  roused  and  defiant. 

Before  he  returned  to  his  own  home  Kughbur  was  the  betrothed 
of  Mukhily.  He  did  not  take  his  new  bride  home  with  him.  Ho 
should  come  or  send  for  her  as  soon  as  he  had  made  his  arrange- 
ments at  home  —  so  he  said. 

Great  was  the  astonishment  of  Eughbur  when  he  found  Nazi 
determined  to  oppose  the  admission  of  the  new  wife  into  the  little 
household.  "  It  is  not  as  if  you  were  without  a  son/'  said  Nazi; 
**  there  is  no  reason  in  it.  She  shall  never  come  into  this  house  as 
your  wife  whilst  I  am  here.     Rughbur,  I  will  die  first." 

"But  I  am  her  husband,"  argued  Rughbur;  "she  is  my  wife, 
Nazi.     Be  reasonable.    Ask  the  brotherhood." 

He  meant,  consult  the  leading  men  of  our  caste  whether  I  have 
or  have  not  a  right  to  take  a  second  wife  —  "  Ask  the  brotherhood." 

But  Nazi  had  fully  made  up  her  mind.  She  shook  her  head, 
calmly,  slowly,  sorrowfully,  as  those  do  who  have  fully  made  up 
their  minds. 

In  order  to  conciliate  Nazi,  Ruglibur  even  went  to  the  expense 
of  engaging  and  furnishing  a  separate  house  in  the  bazar  for  his 
new  wife.  But  Nazi  would  not  be  appeased.  "Rughbur,  I  will 
die  first,"  she  said,  again  and  again.  All  this  I  learned  from  Rugh- 
bur himself,  afterward,  when  the  case  came  before  me  judicially. 

He  was  very  busy  preparing  his  new  house  and  attending  to 
his  business  for  a  month  before  he  brought  Mukhily  to  her  future 
home.  Nazi  all  the  time  was  calm,  resolute,  and  reticent,  whilst 
he  was  all  bustle  and  preparation,  anxious  but  determined.  At 
length  at  the  end  of  the  month,  all  being  ready,  he  went  off  to 
bring  home  his  new  bride.  He  would  not  trust  her  to  any  one  but 
himself.  Nazi  bid  him  adieu  tenderly  and  sorrowfully.  She  was 
determined  not  to  await  the  arrival  of  her  new  rival,  but  she  had 
no  home  of  her  own  to  go  to.  Her  father  had  died  before  her 
marriage,  and  her  mother  had  died  since.  They  were  poor.  She 
had  no  relative  near  but  a  widowed  sister,  one  who  lived  alone,  and 
supported  herself  laboriously  by  grinding  corn  with  a  hand-mill. 
Tlie  widow's  life  was  literally  one  of  grinding  poverty. 

The  moniing  after  her  husband's  departure  Nazi  called  in  her 
husband's  uncle  and  one  or  two  of  his  friends  from  the  bazar, 
old  men  of  her  own  caste,  and  to  them  she  told  tlie  whole  history, 
"t  have  no  one  to  go  to,"  she  said  to  them,  "but  my  widowed 
sister,  who  lives  in  our  village  seven  miles  away.  I  know  she  is 
very  poor,  and  works  very  hard  for  her  living,  but  she  is  honest. 
I,  too,  will  work  hard  as  I  used  to  do.  I  will  not  remain  here  to 
see  another  wife  sit  on  my  head,  and  inile  my  children.    My  lord  is 
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master  here  to  do  as  he  pleases,  but  the  English  raj  is  just,  and  will 
not  let  women  be  made  slaves  of.  I  call  you  here  to  witness  that 
I  take  •ff  all  these  ornaments  —  they  are  my  lord's;  I  give  them 
all  into  his  uncle's  keeping,  to  be  given  up  to  bim  when  he  returns. 
Yes,  the  ornaments  of  my  little  ones,  too ;  they  are  all  his.  I  take 
only  the  poorest  clothes  we  have,  and  with  dust  on  our  heads  we 
go  out,  we  three,  from  my  lord's  house.  He  prefers  his  new  wife 
to  us.     May  he  be  happy  with  her." 

So  saying,  on  the  threshold  of  the  house,  Nazi  put  dust  on  her 
head  and  on  the  heads  of  her  two  children,  and  with  some  tears 
of  womanly  sorrow  walked  mournfully  away,  holding  a  child  in 
each  hand ;  nor  could  the  remonstrances  of  the  uncle  or  his  friends 
stay  her. 

Two  days  afterward  Kughbur  returned,  and  found  things  as 
Nazi  had  left  them.  He  had  brought  Mukhily  with  him,  and  until 
he  came  within  a  short  distance  of  his  house  he  had  heard  nothing 
of  what  had  taken  place  during  his  absence.  He  was  very  angry 
when  he  heard  the  whole,  and  knew  not  what  to  do.  For  the  pres- 
ent, however,  dissembling  his  •  rage,  he  received  over  the  property 
from  his  uncle,  in  the  presence  of  the  same  witnesses,  and  then  set 
about  attending  to  his  business. 

Mukhily,  of  course,  exclaimed  loudly  against  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  Nazi,  and  urged  Rughbur  to  act  with  determination.  He 
soon  made  up  his  mind.  He  called  together,  first,  a  meeting  of  the 
brotherhood  —  that  is,  of  the  elders  of  his  own  caste.  It  was  allowed 
by  the  majority  that  Nazi  had  no  right  to  a  divorce,  no  right  to 
withdraw  from  her  husband's  house,  no  right  to  take  away  the 
children.  Such  being  the  almost  unanimous  decision  of  the  brother- 
hood, Rughbur  persuaded  his  uncle  to  go  to  the  village  and  com- 
municate this  decision  to  Nazi,  and  to  bring  her  and  the  two  chil- 
dren back. 

When  the  uncle  arrived  at  the  widow's  house  he  found  the  two 
sisters  laboriously  grinding  corn  with  the  little  hand-mill,  consist- 
ing of  two  circular  stones,  the  upper  one  moved  round  on  the 
lower  by  means  of  an  iron  handle  inserted  into  it.  This  mill  is 
doubtless  of  the  same  character  as  that  referred  to  in  the  New 
Testament,  "Two  women  shall  be  gi'inding  at  the  mill;  the  one 
shall  be  taken,  and  the  other  left  (Matt.  xxiv.  41).  It  is  a  laborious 
employment,  and  one  very  poorly  remunerated. 

Nazi  listened  to  all  the  uncle  had  to  say,  but  remained  firm  and 
resolute.  She  would  never  be  a  slave,  she  said,  in  the  house  in 
which  she  had  so  long  been  mistress. 

"And  the  children?"  asked  the  uncle. 

"  They  may  be  taken  from  me  by  force,"  said  Nazi.  "  They  will 
not  go  of  tlieir  own  free  will,  or  with  my  consent." 
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The  uncle  found  this  was  quite  true,  and  so  he  returned  unsuc- 
cessful to  Rugbbur. 

Then  it  was  that  Rughbur  first  came  to  the  Court.  The  whole 
case  was  inquired  into,  the  evidence  of  the  husband  himself,  of  his 
uncle,  and  some  of  the  witnesses  was  taken,  and  Nazi  was  sum- 
moned. Then  an  order  was  issued  that  she  should  deliver  up  the 
children.  She  did  so  sorrowfully.  It  was  a  distressing  scene. 
She  wept,  and  the  children  wept  bitterly.  Rughbur  had  hoped 
that  rather  than  part  with  the  children  Nazi  would  have  returned 
with  them.  But  it  was  not  so.  Some  weeks  elapsed  before 
Rughbur  again  petitioned  the  Court.  He  wanted  to  get  an  order 
that  Nazi  should  return  to  him.  During  those  weeks  he  went  him- 
self to  the  widow's  house  and  saw  Nazi.  He  found  her  living  in 
great  poverty  with  her  sister.  He  pictured  the  ease  and  comfort 
she  might  have  at  home.  He  even  promised  that  her  sister  should 
live  with  them.  The  widow  was  delighted  at  the  prospect,  and 
joined  her  entreaties  to  Rughbur' s.  But  it  was  all  in  vain.  Then 
it  was  that  Rughbur  threatened  the  Court  again.  He  had  taken 
legal  advice  on  the  subject.  He  was  sure  he  could  get  an  order 
for  her  to  return.  But  she  was  deaf  to  his  threats  as  to  his  entreaties. 

After  that  he  presented  his  second  petition. 

The  case  was  brought  forward  again,  and  Nazi  pleaded  her  own 
cause.  She  said  that  the  hope  of  seeing  her  children  sometimes 
alone  kept  her  alive.  She  pleaded  to  the  Assistant-Commissioner 
to  have  mercy  upon  her.  He  felt  for  her,  but  he  had  his  duty  to 
perform.  Judgment  was  reserved  for  a  future  day.  The  case  was 
adjourned.  Little  did  Rughbur  or  Nazi  know  of  the  diflBculty  the 
magistrate  had  in  deciding  the  case, —  of  the  struggle  waged  within 
him  between  pity  and  sympathy  on  one  side,  and  duty  on  the 
other.  He  had  to  consult  legal  enactments.  He  had  to  inquire 
into  the  provisions  of  Hindu  law  on  the  subject,  and  the  customs 
of  the  caste.  His  duty  was  plain.  He  must  order  Nazi  to  return 
unconditionally  to  her  husband. 

When  the  order  was  read  out  in  Court  in  Hindustani,  Nazi  was 
present.  She  threw  herself  on  the  ground,  begging  for  mercy. 
She  kissed  Rughbur's  feet,  and  asked  him  to  have  mercy.  She 
exhausted  all  the  arts  of  entreaty  known  to  her,  but  all  in  vain. 
The  magistrate  Sahib  and  the  husband  were  equally  immovable. 

"  This  order  must  not  be  enforced  with  harshness  or  violence," 
said  the  magistrate. 

"  I  will  give  her  what  time  she  requires,"  replied  Rughbur;  "a 
week,  or  two  weeks,  if  she  insists  on  it." 

"Two  days  will  be  enough,"  said  Nazi,  gathering  her  chudder 
about  her  head  as  she  rose  to  her  feet.    There  was  a  look  of  des- 
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peraidon  on  her  countenance  as  she  said  this.  I  shuddered  as  I 
looked  at  her.  I  feared  some  tragedy  that  I  was  powerless  to 
avert. 

Eughbur  returned  home  that  day  loud  in  his  praises  of  English 
justice,  and  of  the  wisdom  and  equity  of  the  Sahib-log. 

In  two  days  he  presented  himself  at  the  widow's  cottage  to 
bring  his  wife  back  with  all  becoming  dignity. 

"  Where  is  Nazi?  "  he  asked. 

**  Where  is  Nazi  ?  "  asked  the  widow. 

"  You  trifle  with  me,"  said  Rughbur;  "tell  her  I  have  come  to 
take  her  home  honorably.  I  have  the  chowdrey's  bullock  hackney 
here,  and  I  will  drive  her  home  myself.'* 

"  I  have  not  seen  Nazi  since  she  last  went  to  Court,'*  said  the 
widow.  **I  thought  she  had  returned  with  you,  and  that  she 
would  soon  come  for  me." 

It  was  too  true ;  poor  Nazi  was  missing,  and  has  been  missing 
ever  since.  Doubtless  at  the  bottom  of  some  well,  or  amid  the 
slimy  ooze  of  some  pond  or  stream,  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  first 
wife  of  Rughbur,  the  Ahir,  reposes.  Life's  fitful  fever  over,  she 
sleeps  well.  Search  was  made  for  her  by  the  police,  but  without 
success.  No  one  ever  heard  more  of  Nazi. — Abridged  from  Indian 
female  Evangelist, 

•> «♦» 

CHINA. 

AN  APPEAL  FROM  FOOCHOW. 

The  following  appeal  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  missionaries 
of  all  denominations  in  Foochow,  the  special  occasion  being  a 
visit  of  Rev.  F.  E.  Wigram,  Secretary  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  (English)  at  the  Mission,  to  the  committees  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
America,  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  of  the  Church  of  England 
Zenana  Missionary  Society,  and  of  the  Female  Education  Society. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  residence  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Wolfe,  of  the 
English  Church  Mission,  Foochow,  to  hear  from  Rev.  F.  E.  Wig- 
ram,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society;  an  account  of 
his  recent  visit  to  the  mission  stations  in  India,  at  which  meeting 
nearly  all  the  missionaries  working  in  Foochow  were  present,  great 
enthusiasm  was  evoked  by  the  account  given  of  the  work  among 
the  women  of  India,  especially  by  reference  made  to  the  village 
missions  as  conducted  by  ladies  of  the  Church  of  England  Zenana 
Society.  When  Rev.  F.  E.  Wigram  asked  the  question,  "Is  the 
time  now  come  for  the  adoption  of  some  similar  method  of  work 
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in  China?"  a  most  earnest  and  interesting  discussion  followed. 
The  opinion  unanimously  prevailed  that  the  time  had  come  here 
in  the  Fuh-kien  province  for  more  extended  and  definite  work  in 
this  direction ;  that  the  need  for  the  visiting  and  teaching  work  of 
ladies  is  especially  felt  where  growing  congregations  already  exist; 
that  even  non-Christian  women  are  not  only  willing,  but  eager,  to 
receive  such  workers  into  their  homes;  that  the  need  for  this 
special  work  is  pressing  and  imperative,  and  that  to  carry  it  on, 
the  number  of  lady  missionaries  must  be  increased.  It  was  felt 
that  the  way  was  clearly  open  for  such  lady  missionaries  to  carry 
on  work  by  residence  at  such  inland  stations  as  are  occupied  by 
missionary  families,  making  short  tours,  visiting  the  scattered 
congregations  round  such  missionary  centres,  by  superintending 
more  directly  and  personally  the  work  of  native  Bible-women,  and 
by  teaching  the  Christian  women  and  girls  in  their  own  homes, 
thus  stimulating  and  utilizing  their  faith  and  earnestness  in  evan- 
gelistic work  among  the  heathen  population  around  them. 

To  give  point  to  this  unanimous  expression  of  opinion,  it  was 
thought  some  definite  representation  should  be  made  to  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Societies  represented  in  the  meeting.  It  was 
therefore  proposed  by  the  Rev.  W.  Banister,  of  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  seconded  by  the  Rev.  N.  Lites,  D.D.,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  America,  that  the  committees  of 
the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  America,  t)f  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  of  the  Church  of  England  Zenana  Society,  and  of 
the  Female  Education  Society,  be  requested  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  their  laborers,  so  as  to  meet  the  immediate  and  pressing 
wants  of  the  work  among  native  Christian  women  and  girls,  and 
among  the  heathen  female  population  of  the  Fuh-kien  province. 

Signed  by  Kathe  A.  Corry,  M.D.,  Carrie  J.  Jewell,  Elizabeth 
M.  Fisher,  Susan  R.  Pray,  M.D.,  W.  F.  M.  S.  M.  E.  Mission;  K.  J. 
Plumb,  M.  E.  Wilcox,  I.  H.  Worley,  Genie  Le  Worley,  Hattie  O. 
Wilcox,  Julia  W.  Plumb,  Nathan  Lites,  Parent  Board  M.  E.  Mis- 
sion; C.  Hartwell,  Kate  C.  Woodhull,  M.D.,  Hannah  E.  Woodhull, 
Geo.  H.  Hubbard,  Nellie  L.  P.  Hubbard,  Elsie  M.  Garretson,  H.  T. 
Whitney,  M.D.,  L.  S.  Whitney,  A.  B.  C.  F.  M;  Robert  W.  Stew- 
art, Louisa  R.  Stewart,  B.  Yan  Someren  Taylor,  M.  B.  Christiana 
Taylor,  Chas.  Shaw,  Essie  Shaw,  John  Martin,  Eliza  A.  Martin,  W. 
Banister,  Mary  Banister,  John  R.  Wolfe,  Mary  E.  Wolfe  (Miss), 
C.  M.  S. ;  Inie  Newcomb,  Hessie  Newcomb,  C.  E.  Z.  M.  S. ;  Jesse 
Bushell,  Mary  S.  Cooke,  F.  E.  S. 

The  progress  already  made  by  some  of  the  women  in  Foochow, 
is  shown  by  the  following,  in  a  recent  letter  from  Miss  Garretson : 
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"  I  am  sure  you  will  be  interested  in  hearing  of  our  women's 
meetings  which  we  held  this  year,  in  connection  with  our  annual 
meeting,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  mission.  The 
Methodist  mission  began  two  years  ago  to  have  a  woman's  annual 
conference  in  connection  with  the  general  conference ;  and  last  year 
the  English  Church  mission  followed  the  good  example  of  the 
Methodists  with  such  marked  beneficial  results,  that  we  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  felt  encouraged  to  see,  this  year,  what  we  could  do, 
especially  as  some  of  our  native  church-members  last  year  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  we,  too,  could  have  something  of  the  kind. 

**  Our  girls'  school-building  seemed  the  only  appropriate  place  to 
convene;  and  as  most  of  the  women  who  come  from  a  distance 
stop  at  the  school,  we  gladly  put  our  school-work  aside,  and  gave 
ourselves  wholly  to  entertaining  our  guests.  The  schoolgirls  were 
delighted  at  the  change,  and  conducted  themselves  with  such 
model  propriety  as  hostesses,  that  they  lightened  our  labor  con- 
siderably. They  seemed  to  like  the  fun  of  sleeping  three  in  a  bed, 
that  the  guests  might  be  comfortably  provided  for;  and  they 
would  ha^e  slept  on  the  floor  had  it  been  necessary. 

"  We  held  only  two  sessions;  one  during  Thursday  forenoon,  and 
one  during  Friday  forenoon.  We  had  made  out  our  programme, 
and  notified  those  who  were  assigned  to  write  on  the  subject 
several  weeks  before,  so  that  all  might  be  prepared.  Several  found 
it  impossible  to  attend,  but  sent  in  their  essays  to  be  read ;  not  one 
failed  to  prepare  something  on  the  subject  assigned  her.  I  will 
inclose  the  programme,  but  perhaps  you  will  thank  me  to  trans- 
late it  as  well. 

"The  subject  for  the  first  day  was  Personal  Consecration. 
This  was  treated  under  four  heads,  namely:  (1)  The  Duty  of  Per- 
sonal Consecration;  (2)  Growth  in  Grace;  (3)  Hindrances  to 
Growth  in  Grace;  (4)  Kewards  to  personal  Consecration. 

"Second  day:  subject,  Work  for  Others.  (1)  The  Duty  of  Work- 
ing for  Others;  (2)  The  Need  of  those  without  the  Gospel;  (3) 
Methods  of  Work,  three  divisions:  a.  How  can  Bible-women 
Work  ?  6.  How  can  Mothers  Work  ?  c.  How  can  Young  Women 
and  Girls  Work?    (4)  The  Rewards  of  Faithful  Work. 

"  The  above  was  the  regular  programme,  but  we  had  open  dis- 
cussions as  well,  especially  on  methods  of  work,  in  which  all  could 
take  part.  As  this  was  our  first  conference,  we  foreign  ladies  felt 
that  the  conduct,  as  well  as  the  preparation  of  subjects  for  the 
meeting,  must  rest  largely  on  us ;  but  the  part  taken  by  our  Chris- 
tian native  women,  the  subject-matter  of  their  essays,  and  the 
careful  composition,  has  shown  us  that  perhaps  we  have  not  fully 
appreciated  the  native  talent  we  have  to  work  with. 


SCRAPS  FOR  OUR  WORK-BASKET.  49 


mp  Ut  mt  Mn\''^\u\tU 


When  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell  was  asked,  "What  is  being  done 
for  the  missionary  cause  in  India?"  he  promptly  answered, 
**Very  much  and  very  little,"  which  he  explained  as,  "God  is 
doing  very  much,  but  man  is  doing  very  little." 

Professor  Henry  Drummond,  of  the  Free  Church,  Glasgow, 
has  put  some  sharp  points  about  educating  the  children  in  the 
Sabbath-schools  about  foreign  missions.  "It  is  not  easy,"  he 
says,  "  to  interest  in  foreign  missions  men  in  middle  life,  with 
their  sum  of  interests  already  made  up,  and  the  romantic  driven 
out  of  them  long  ago  by  the  prose  of  business.  But  with  the 
children  this  problem  scarcely  exists.  They  are  not  yet  rooted  in 
the  environment  of  any  country.  It  is  really  only  as  we  grow  up 
that  we  become  provincial.  The  child  is  the  true  cosmopolitan, 
has  the  universal  mind,  and  India  and  Malabar  are  as  real  to  it  as 
the  next  parish."  ..."  While  every  other  class  is  handicapped 
by  difficulties  of  the  most  hopeless  kind,  this  stands  out  as  an 
almost  solitary  exception." 

When  Jesus  stood  on  Mt.  Olivet,  ready  to  ascend  to  the  Father, 
his  church  being  gathered  around  him,  he  gave  them  his  last 
commandment;  he  virtually  organized  his  church  into  a  missionary 
society.  He  gave  them  the  simplest,  shortest,  and  most  compre- 
hensive constitution  in  the  form  of  a  commandment  that  was  ever 
drawn  up  for  any  society.  It  reads,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  This  is  the  whole  of  it, 
and  it  is  enough.  This  constitution  has  never  been  revoked,  and 
never  will  be  so  long  as  a  sinner  is  left  without  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  It  makes  our  duty  so  plain  that  a  child  can  understand 
it.  It  means  every  one  of  us.  If  we  cannot  be  the  messengers, 
we  can  help  to  send  those  whom  God  has  chosen  for  this  work. 
Let  us  do  it. —  Ex, 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  English  missionary  societies,  a  world's 
missionary  conference  is  to  be  held  in  Exeter  Hall,  London,  June 
&-19,  1888.  "  As  the  circular  states,  the  great  object  of  the  confer- 
ence is  to  stimulate  and  encourage  all  evangelistic  agencies  in 
pressing  forward,  in  obedience  to  the  last  command  of  the  risen 
Saviour,  *  Go  ye  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,'  es- 
pecially in  those  vast  regions  of  the  heathen  world  in  which  the 
people  are  still  *  sitting  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death,' 
without  a  preached  gospel,  or  even  the  written  Word  ot  God. 
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^*  The  means  proposed  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
object  are,  to  take  advantage  of  the  experience  of  the  last  hundred 
years  of  Protestant  missions,  in  the  light  of  God's  Word,  by  gather- 
ing together  Christians  of  all  Protestant  communities  engaged  in 
missionary  labors  throughout  the  world,  to  confer  with  one 
another  on  those  many  important  and  delicate  questions  which 
the  progress  of  civilization  and  the  large  expansion  of  missionary 
work  have  brought  into  prominence,  with  a  view  to  develop  the 
agencies  employed  for  the  spread  of  the  "  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God."  The  ends  aimed  at  may  be  classed  under  three  heads:  (1) 
To  turn  to  account  the  experience  of  the  past  for  the  improvement 
of  the  methods  of  missionary  enterprise  in  the  foreign  field.  (2) 
To  utilize  acquired  experience  for  the  improvement  of  the  methods 
for  the  home  management  of  foreign  missions.  (3)  To  seek  the 
more  entire  consecration  of  the  Church  of  God,  in  all  its  members, 
to  the  great  work  committed  to  it  by  the  Lord. 

Members  of  conference  are :  (1)  Delegates  and  representatives 
from  missionary  societies.  (2)  Officers  and  members  of  commit- 
tees of  missionary  societies.  (3)  Agents  of  missionary  societies, 
or  other  recognized  laborers  in  the  field  of  foreign  missions.  (4) 
Gentlemen  and  ladies  whom  the  committee  may  deem  it  desirable 
to  invite." 

The  women's  missionary  societies  in  this  country  are  invited  to 
send  representatives;  and  we  hope  any  of  our  friends  who  con- 
template European  visits  the  coming  summer,  will  so  time  them  as 
to  be  present. 

"  Tlie  following,  which  appeared  in  the  Bombay  Oazette  not  long  since, 
shows  the  trend  of  affairs  with  reference  to  the  emancipation  of  women  in 
India.    Let  us  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

"The  widow  re-marriage  at  Girgaum,  on  Thursday,  was  interest- 
ing for  other  reasons  than  that  it  was  the  first  instance  known  in 
this  part  of  India  in  which  a  virgin  widow  had  been  re-married 
with  the  consent  of  her  parents.  The  Brahman  caste  of  bride  and 
bridegroom,  the  confident  appeal  which  the  bride's  father  and  the 
friends  of  both  contracting  parties  made  to  the  Shastres  as  sanc- 
tioning the  act,  and  the  evidently  honest  assertions  of  good  faith 
and  good  conscience  which  were  made  on  both  sides,  gave  a  signi- 
ficance to  the  marriage  that  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  justifica- 
tion which  was  offered  was  manifestly  not  that  of  people  who 
would  willfully  and  for  disturbance  sake  disturb  the  ancient  cus- 
toms of  the  community  to  which  they  belong.  The  widow  bride's 
father  gave  a  justification  for  the  part  lie  had  taken,  which  Hindus, 
who  most  differed  from  him,  must  admit  to  be  worthy  of  respect. 
He  had  looked  into  the  Shastres,  he  said,  and  he  found  in  them 
full  sanction  for  the  re-marriage.     He  was  convinced  that  the 
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course  that  he  had  followed  in  consenting  to  it  was  the  right  one, 
and  he  was  prepared  to  take  the  consequences.  The  bridegroom's 
affirmation  was  equally  confident,  and  it  had  the  evident  commenda- 
tion of  the  large  and  representative  assembly  that  had  assembled 
to  witness  the  marriage.  The  representative  character  of  the 
gathering,  indeed,  was  most  marked.  Brahmins^and  Bhattias,  and 
Banias  and  other  native  gentlemen  of  influence,  among  whom  were 
one  of  the  most  respected  of  Kathiawar  chiefs,  and  one  of  the  most 
energetic  of  Kathiawar  Dewans,  looked  approvingly  on  the  cere- 
mony. The  advance  may  be  slow,  but  the  scene  impressed  all  who 
witnessed  it  with  the  conviction  that  the  world  moves,  and  that  in 
its  moving  there  is  nothing  that  need  alarm  even  the  more  conser- 
vative. The  Hindus  who  were  there  must  have  felt  that  Hindu 
reform  may  be  conducted  strictly  on  Hindu  lines,  whenever  and 
wherever  the  leaders  of  the  community  apply  themselves  to  work." 
—  Indian  Female  Evangelist. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ireland  writes  from  Adams,  South  Africa,  Oct.  22, 1887:  — 
The  girls'  school  at  Inanda  is  as  full  as  its  present  accommoda- 
tions will  allow,  the  number  being  about  fifty.  When  the  new 
building  is  ready  for  occupation,  they  will  probably  have  room 
for  all  that  it  is  desirable  to  receive  into  one  school.  The  present 
management  seems  thoroughly  efficient,  and  the  school  altogether 
may  be  regarded  as  a  success.  What  struck  us  as  a  special  feature 
of  interest  and  promise  on  the  present  occasion,  is  what  may  be 
termed  the  Industrial  Department.  This  owes  its  rise  partly  to 
the  fact  that  the  Natal  Government  insists  upon  some  form  of 
industrial  training  being  carried  on  in  connection  with  our  schools, 
receiving  grants-in-aid,  and  partly  to  furnish  remunerative  work 
to  girls  otherwise  unable  to  pay  the  school  fees.  So  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sewing  classes  and  all  the  domestic  work  of  the  insti- 
tution, Mrs.  Edwards  has  undertaken  to  superintend  agricultural 
work,  on  a  scale  as  surprising  as  it  is  commendable.  We  found  a 
beautiful  little  farm,  comprising  some  fifteen  acres  or  more, 
inclosed  with  wire  fencing,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  acres 
where  the  primeval  soil  was  turned  once  over  by  the  plow,  the 
whole  has  been  (or  soon  will  be),  brought  into  a  fine  state  of  cul- 
tivation by  these  Inanda  schoolgirls.  When  the  hour  arrived  for 
[field-work,  we  accompanied  Mrs.  Edwards  and  her  girls  to  that 
part  of  the  field  not  yet  brought  under  cultivation.  At  a  signal 
from  their  leader,  the  girls,  some  thirty-two  of  them,  fell  into 
line,  each  armed  with  a  strong  and  rather  heavy  hoe,  and  went 
lustily  to  work  upon  the  green-sward  in  front  of  them.  During 
the  hour  and  more  that  they  were  at  work  they  left  some  twenty 
yards  behind  them.     Mrs.  Edwards  expects  to  raise  the  present 
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season  all  the  com,  pumpkins,  beans,  and  potatoes  that  will  be 
required  for  the  year's  consumption. 

A  part  of  the  plan  of  work  is  the  planting  of  trees<  Last  year 
more  than  a  thousand  trees  were  planted,  and  this  number  will  be 
more  than  doubled  the  present  season,  if  their  energetic  plans  are 
fully  carried  out.  #  Thus  is  the  good  lady,  with  her  coadjutors,  en- 
deavoring to  realize  the  prophecy,  not  only  morally,  but  physically, 
of  Isa.  XXXV.  1,  "  The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be 
glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the 
rose." 

In  the  above  enumeration  I  have  said  nothing  of  a  cemetery, 
and  an  avenue  leading  to  it  from  the  Seminary  buildings,  which 
have  been  laid  out  and  planted  with  trees  and  ornamental  shrubs 
by  these  busy  bees  and  their  indomitable  leader. 

Had  I  time  to  refer  at  length  to  the  other  departments  of  the 
school,  such  as  the  sewing,  singing,  and  literary  work,  I  could 
speak  in  like  terms  of  commendation  of  the  other  teachers. 

♦♦» 
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WORK  AMONG  CHILDREN. 

BY  MRS.    J.    L.    SCUDDER. 

Many  of  our  young  ladies  who  are  leaders  in  Mission  Circles,  will  be  glad 
of  the  following  hints  for  their  work. 

Children  are  natural-bom  enthusiasts.  They  have  quick  sym- 
pathies, readiness  of  speech,  powers  to  stir,  and  considerable  per- 
sistency ;  hence  if  they  are  once  roused  to  action,  they  are  invaluable 
factors  in  any  cause.  Zealous  work  should  therefore  be  put  forth 
to  interest  every  one  of  them  in  missionary  matters'.  Let  a  child 
once  taste  the  delight  of  helping  others  in  far-off  lands,  and,  like 
Oliver  Twist,  they  will  cry  out  for  "more."  The  majority  of 
women  who  are  interested  in  foreign  missionary  work,  to-day  were 
taught  to  love  it  in  their  youth.  Brand  "  Love  for  Heathen"  on  a 
child's  heart,  and  it  will  never  be  effaced. 

This  work  of  branding  can  best  be  done  by  imparting  mission- 
ary knowledge.  Years  ago,  with  slow  mails  and  no  telegraphic 
communications,  this  was  a  difficult  thing  to  do ;  but  now  the  ready 
material  at  hand  is  almost  endless.  Facts  abound  stirring  enough 
to  delight  a  four-year-old  child,  and  stories  as  interesting  as  Rob- 
inson Crusoe  cau  be  put  on  paper,  without  drawing  on  the  imagi- 
nation for  its  fabrication.  The  world  is  full  of  knowledge.  All  it 
needs  is  to  be  communicated,  in  an  interesting  manner,  to  the  chil- 


WORK  AMONG  CHILDREN.  53 

dren.      This  is  being  largely  done  by  our  mission  bands ;  hence 
suggestions  can  best  be  made  along  this  organized  line  of  work. 

HINTS  TO  LEADERS. 

Leading  in  children's  work  is  not  so  much  a  natural  gift  as 
many  suppose.  Almost  any  one  of  fair  ability  can  become  a  good 
leader.  There  are  a  few  necessary  requisites,  -such  as  cheerful- 
ness, tact,  and  unselfishness,  etc.  Some  people  love  the  mournful 
things  of  life.  They  rather  prefer  to  live  in  or  near  the  Valley  of 
the  Shadow  of  Death.  They  are  excellent  to  draw  up  resolutions 
of  condolence,  and  write  telling  obituary  notices,  but  they  would 
make  poor  leaders  for  children.  It  needs  a  person  of  a  bright, 
happy  disposition,  with  time  and  inclination  for  work, — for,  after 
all,  work  is  what  tells. 

Hours  and  hours  must  be  spent  in  reading,  writing,  talking, 
calling,  and  planning.  Fields  of  history,  music,  and  art  must  be 
roamed  over.  New  methods  must  be  searched  and  tried,  scrap- 
books  must  be  kept,  and  money  spent.  A  leader  of  a  mission 
circle  ought  to  find  time  to  sail  over  the  waters  of  each  denomina- 
tion and  fish  up  food  for  her  children,  or,  to  put  it  less  figuratively, 
they  ought  to  try,  in  some  way,  to  see  the  magazines  of  all  the 
leading  denominations. 

All  this  requires  time  and  labor,  but  saving  immortal  souls 
always  means  a  sacrifice  of  both  these.  Leading  children  is  a 
sacred  trust  that  must  be  accounted  for  at  the  last  great  day,  and 
one  cannot  think  of  self. 

MEETINGS. 

A  meeting  for  children  must  be  a  moving  panorama.  Every 
item  of  the  programme  must  be  prepared  beforehand.  If  a  leader 
goes  to  her  meeting  and  says,  **  Children,  we  will  sing  hymn — er  — 
er — we  will  sing  on  page  —  er — er — 298"  (in  a  fit  of  desperation), 
whether  it  fits  the  subject  in  hand  or  not,  she  has  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  the  children,  and  the  meeting  is  quite  likely  to  be  a  failure. 

A  sympathetic  hymn  reaches  the  heart,  and  often  opens  the 
way  for  all  that  is  to  follow.  Music  in  mission  work  must  not  be 
underrated,  for  it  is  a  most  powerful  agent  in  sowing  the  good  seed. 

Teach  the  words,  and  sing  without  books,  remembering  that 
your  words  may  fade  and  die,  but  these  song  words,  if  properly 
taught,  will  live  in  the  memory  forever. 

Every  meeting  should  have  a  short  prayer-service.  For  five  or 
ten  minutes  let  sentence-prayers  be  offered  for  those  who  sit  in 
heathen  darkness,  the  missionaries,  the  schools,  and  the  work  of 
planning  at  home.  Close  the  service  by  having  all  unite  in  a  short 
prayer  on  the  subject,  which  may  be  composed  and  taught  by  the 
leader.    When  children  are  timid,  let  them  write  a  little  prayer  at 
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home,  and  read  or  say  it  at  the  meeting.  Our  Lord's  Prayer  is 
printed,  and  all  the  prayers  in  some  churches  are  read.  It  will  be 
only  for  a  short  time  that  the  children  will  need  this  kind  of  a 
prop. 

Teach  Scripture  lessons.  The  Bible  abounds  in  vivid  descrip- 
tions of  idols  and  their  worshipers.  Teach  them  to  recite  these 
verses,  and  where  possible  underline  them  with  red  ink  in  the 
Bible  of  each  child. 

To  stimulate  study,  occasionally  offer  a  prize  of  a  pretty  card 
to  those  who  can  recite  the  most  verses  that  pertain  to  the  heathen. 
These,  with  Scripture  reward-cards,  are  a  better  bait  than  mission- 
ary teas,  for  the  cards  can  serve  as  a  constant  reminder  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  followers  after  them  are  much  more 
likely  to  become  earnest  workers  than  the  loaves  and  fishes  kind. 

In  teaching  missionary  facts  it  is  well  to  begin  to  build  on 
knowledge  which  the  childi-en  already  possess.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  countries  about  which  they  are  studying  in  school,  and  weave 
around  them  facts  and  fancies.  Teach  as  much  as  possible  by 
pictures, —  visible  or  invisible.  Place  responsibility  on  every  child 
present. 

For  one  meeting:  Take  some  country, —  Turkey  for  instance, — 
and  tell  the  children  before  the  next  meeting  they  must  visit  it, 
and  let  you  know  how  they  went,  what  they  saw,  what  they  had 
to  eat,  etc.  At  the  next  meeting  gather  from  each  child  all  the  in- 
formation they  can  impart,  and  note  it  down  on  the  blackboard. 
The  leader  can  fill  up  the  imaginary  picture  with  a  visit  to  the 
homes,  schools,  and  churches  of  the  missionaries. 

At  another  meeting :  Let  some  child  be  dressed  to  represent  a 
heathen  child,  and  by  a  little  previous  instruction  have  her  ready 
to  answer  any  simple  questions  about  her  country  and  religion. 
Appoint  this  little  heathen  representative  several  weeks  before 
the  meeting,  and  give  her  helps,  and  let  her  study  up  the  charac- 
ter herself.  The  questions  should  be  asked  her  by  the  children  of 
the  Band.  To  close  the  service,  the  children  can  vote  as  to 
whether  they  prefer  to  be  heathen  or  Christians.  Preserve  the 
native  dress,  and  it  will  prove  useful  some  time  in  a  larger  meeting 
for  grown  people. 

For  another  meeting:  Let  the  leader  make  a  careful  study  of 
all  the  false  religions,  and  condense  the  information  into  a  cate- 
chism. Give  illustrations  of  the  various  modes  of  prayer,  forms  of 
worship,  etc.,  burning  joss-sticks,  telling  of  prayer- wheels,  show- 
ing idols,  etc.,  and  where  these  articles  of  worship  cannot  be  pro- 
cured, use  pictures  to  illustrate.  For  another  meeting:  Take  the 
children  on  an  imaginery  visit  to  all  the  mission  schools  of  the 
Board.    Have  the  children  place  the  right  kind  of  children  and 
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their  old  religion  in  the  right  places.  For  example:  We  visit  the 
Madura  Boarding  School  in  India;  we  shall  expect  to  find  Hindu 
children  of  brown  skin  who  formerly  worshiped  Brahma;  in 
China,  the  yellow  skin  with  Confucius  worship.  The  interest  will 
centre  in  placing  the  children  and  worship  aright. 

During  the  hour  a  Psalm  should  be  read  responsively,  the  Lord's 
Prayer  recited,  and  music  interspersed.  The  children  should 
choose  most  of  the  hymns,  always  telling  them  that  their  selection 
must  fit  the  sentiment  of  the  meeting.  If  they  choose  one  that  is 
out  of  harmony,  explain  why  it  is,  and  allow  them  to  select 
another. 

Never  have  any  two  meetings  jit  all  alike  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  programme.  Always  close  the  meetings  promptly.  If  you 
have  arranged  too  much,  preserve  it  for  the  next  meeting,  rather 
than  tire  the  children.  If  you  weary  a  child  once,  you  may  lose 
it.  A  leader  should  always  plan  to  be  fresh  for  her  meeting,  ar- 
ranging the  exhausting  things  that  come  in  life  for  the  other  days 
of  the  week.  Commence  to  prepare  for  the  next  meeting  the  day 
after  the  present  meeting.  If  you  can  secure  appropriations  to 
buy  missionary  tracts,  distribute  them  to  the  children,  and  tell 
them  after  reading  to  place  them  where  they  will  do  the  most  good. 
Have  Mission  Day  Springs  distributed  as  a  Sunday-school  paper. 

GrVTNG. 

A  missionary  meeting  cannot  be  a  sewing-school.  Occasionally 
some  energetic  ones  can  impart  missionary  news  and  lessons  in 
needle-work  at  the  same  sitting;  but  a  more  practical  way  for 
most  societies  is,  to  inspire  at  the  meetings  a  spirit  of  work  and 
sacrifice,  and  let  the  children  employ  business  devices  for  making 
money,  away  from  the  meetings.  Sacrifice  money  is  the  best.  It 
may  seem  wise  at  first  sight  to  get  larger  gifts  by  giving  enter- 
tainments, but  calculating  by  the  gifts  of  a  lifetime,  it  is  really 
more  profitnble  to  have  the  spirit  of  the  offering  right,  than  the 
treasury  enlarged  by  exhibitions,  which  often  prompt  vanity  and 
self-glorification. 

If,  however,  the  amount  accumulated  is  painfully  small,  and 
some  entertainment  seems  necessary  to  be  given,  let  it  be  of  a  mis- 
sionary character.  Tableaux  can  be  arranged  giving  scenes  from 
heathen  lands.  Little  articles,  such  as  photographs  unmounted, 
Chinese  autographs  and  inexpensive  books  and  foreign  calendars, 
can  be  sent  by  missionaries,  and  after  paying  for  them  they  can 
be  sold  at  advanced  rates.  These  suggestions  are  practical,  but 
it  requires  to  be  arranged  for  weeks  in  advance.    If  a  mite-box  is 
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used,  have  prayers  offered  for  the  pennies  in  the  box.    Take  no 
pennies  that  are  grudgingly  given.    The  Lord  wants  none  of  them. 

BESITLTS. 

The  results  of  all  these  labors  of  love  will  be:  Intellectual  cul- 
ture will  be  given,  which  will  always  be  felt  in  life ;  the  spirit  of 
unselfishness  will  be  developed  and  missionary  zeal  imparted, 
which  will  result  in  an  aggregate  of  good  works  which  cannot  be 
calculated.  Better  than  all.  the  leader  will  have  the  consciousness 
that  Christ  is  saying  to  her,  "■  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me," 

♦♦♦ 


ENOUGH  TO  DO. 

BY  ELLEN  V.   TALBOT. 

The  lady  rose  from  her  cushions, 

Her  broidery  frame  to  bring, 
And  showed  me  the  tinted  satin. 

Where  violets  seemed  to  spring; 
Then  turned  to  a  splendid  curtain, 

Enriched  with  a  golden  thread, 
And  scarfs  with  arabesques  covered, — 

All  worked  by  herself,  she  said. 

"  But  where  have  you  found  the  leisure?  " 
I  said,  as  my  head  I  bent 
To  look  at  the  fairy  stitches 
That  moments  and  hours  meant. 
"  In  a  world  so  full  of  business, 

Whence  cometh  this  time  to  you?  ** 
She  laughed  as  she  lightly  answered, 
"  I've  nothing  besides  to  do." 

"I've  servants  to  wait  in  plenty; 

They  lift  one  from  household  care: 
There  is  no  use  of  my  stitching 

The  garments  I  choose  to  wear; 
And  save  to  drive  in  my  carriage. 

And  loiter  my  visits  through. 
Or  dress  for  a  ball  or  dinner, 

I've  nothing  besides  to  do." 

Nothing !  when  thousands  are  mourning, 
Can  brain  and  can  fingers  find 

Nothing  to  do  but  make  cusliions 
And  curtains  with  gold  outlined? 
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And  while,  from  the  darkened  nations 

Call  mothers,  and  widows,  and  brides, 
For  teaching  and  help,  you  embroider. 

With  "  nothing  to  do  besides." 

I*ye  heard  how  the  Eastern  beauties 

Live  hushed  in  their  perfumed  air, 
Shut  in  from  the  world's  confusion 

With  nothing  to  do  but  be  fair; 
The  blood  in  their  pulses  flowing 

Languidly  day  by  day, 
With  never  a  thought  to  stir  it 

As  passes  their  life  away. 

We  are  not  as  they,  my  sister. 

To  thus  let  the  years  go  by; 
They  know  of  no  living  higher 

Than  watching  the  moments  fly. 
We  live  in  a  world  enlightened 

By  Christian  teaching  of  years; 
And  the  cry  of  help  for  sorrow 

We  cannot  drive  from  our  ears. 

I  know  that  you  hear  it,  sister. 

However  you  shut  it  out, 
Although  you  sit  and  embroider 

So  closely  curtained  about. 
It  reaches  in  through  the  curtains, 

Though  heavy  and  thick  they  fall. 
And  wives,  and  widows,  and  mothers 

Send  up  their  sorrowful  call. 

Wives  that  are  beasts  of  burden. 

Widows  mocked  at  in  mirth. 
Brides  that  are  trembling  children, 

Daughters  cursed  at  their  birth; 
In  India's  muslin  chuddah. 

In  Turkey's  turban  and  veil. 
In  the  costly  shawls  of  Persia, 

They  are  robed  as  they  tell  their  tale. 

Wives,  and  widows,  and  mothers, 

They  call  from  the  darkened  lands, 
And  nothing  more  than  the  Bible 

'Twixt  your  lot  and  their  lot  stands. 
They  call  for  its  words  of  freedom. 

They  stretch  out  their  hands  to  you: 
Oh  I  speak  no  more  of  your  "  leisure"  ; 

You  have  God-given  work  to  do. 
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QUESTION  BOX. 
METHODS  OF  WOKK  AMONG  CHILDREN. 

The  replies  with  reference  to  work  among  children  deal, 
mainly  with  two  departments, —  the  methods  of  conducting  meet- 
ings, and  of  raising  money.  We  give  in  this  number  what  we  can 
-as  to  the  conduct  of  meetings,  leaving  the  suggestions  with  refer- 
ence to  raising  money,  tbe  importance  of  a  good  leader,  and  thor- 
ough organization,  for  a  future  issue. 

In  general,  there  is,  of  course,  the  recommendation  that  the 
meetings  should  be  as  varied  as  possible,  and  that  the  children 
should  have  their  full  share  of  responsibility  for  and  in  them,  and 
that  the  leader  "should  not  be  afraid  to  use  and  teach  the  rules 
for  parliamentary  order."  It  may  at  times  be  difficult  to  answer 
some  of  the  questions  as  to  points  of  order,  such  as  when  a  flushed 
and  excited  boy-president  once  asked,  *'0  Miss  C. !  please  tell 
us  which  is  the  parliamentary  side  of  the  table  for  the  President 
to  sit,'*  but  it  is  thought  to  pay  for  the  labor  required. 

The  meetings  spoken  of  are  of  two  kinds, —  those  purely  devo- 
tional and  missionary,  and  those  combining  sewing  and  the  social. 
Nearly  all  have  some  devotional  exercises,  for  which  the  following 
hints  are  given :  "  The  girls  come  at  two ;  at  four  all  work  is  laid 
aside.  The  Scripture  is  read,  often  each  one  reading  aloud  and 
reciting  a  verse.  Then  the  leader  tries  to  have  many  short  peti- 
tions, urging  the  girls  to  have  one  honest  request  to  make,  all 
being  on  their  knees.  One  after  another  they  ask  for  something, 
or  give  thanks;  then  the  leader  gathers  up,  as  well  as  she  can,  the 
timid  prayers  with  her  own,  ending  with  the  Lord's  Prayer,  that 
every  one  might  voice  a  prayer." 

Another  writes:  "The  children  meet  with  me  at  the  parsonage 
every  Saturday  afternoon.  I  do  not  usually  have  more  than  five 
or  six,  as  only  those  in  the  near  neighborhood  can  come,  but  I  was 
determined  to  do  something  if  I  had  only  my  own  children.  They 
come  early,  if  they  choose,  and  are  free  to  play  as  they  wish  until 
the  time  for  the  meeting.  Then  we  gather  around  the  table,  recite 
Psalm  Ixvii.  in  concert;  one  gives  the  motto,  *  Freely  ye  have 
received,  freely  give;'  another  the  command,  *  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature;'  another  their 
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promise,  *  To  give  one  cent  a  week.'  They  also  belong  to  the 
Pansy  Society,  and  one  gives  their  whisper  motto,  *For  Jesus' 
sake.'  Then  I  offer  prayer,  the  children  repeating  it  after  me  sen- 
tence by  sentence.  They  are  all  under  nine  years  old,  and  this 
exercise  touches  me  very  much,*  their  little  voices  come  out  so  clear 
and  sweet  with  the  solemn  words.  Then  we  read  from  missionary 
papers  or  stories  that  I  have  come  across  during  the  week.  As 
soon  as  they  get  restless  we  bring  out  the  Bible  scrap-book, —  an  idea 
suggested  by  the  Congregationalist,  They  cut  any  picture  they 
choose ;  then  we  try  to  think  of  some  Bible-verse  or  bit  of  poetry 
suggested  by  it.  One  or  two  have  a  concordance,  and  hunt  up 
verses.  I  took  care  to  obtain  a  good  strong  scrap-book,  and  I 
really  think  it  will  be  quite  interesting  when  it  is  done.  The 
verses  are  written  beside  the  picture.  After  this  we  sing  awhile, 
and  if  the  little  meetings  do  not  do  them  any  good  they  do  me 
good." 

Illustrated  lessons  like  those  given  in  Sunday-schools,  with 
blackboard  helps,  are  also  mentioned  as  desirable.  The  following 
is  a  specimen  kindly  sent  us  by  Mrs.  Clara  Smith  Colton,  of 
Bellevue,  Ohio:  — 

**  An  Illustrated  Mission  Band  Lesson.  *  The  American  Board 
and  its  Auxiliaries.'     By  Mrs.  Clara  Smith  Colton,  Bellevue,  Ohio. 

"  Show  the  children  an  acorn,  and  a  picture  of  a  large  oak-tree. 
Have  them  tell  all  they  know  about  oak-trees,  and  by  questioning 
develop  the  following  statements,  and  write  them  on  the  black- 
board :  — 

'^1.  Oak-trees  are  of  great  size  and  strength,  and  yet  they 
grow  from  the  tiny  acorn. 

"  2.  Oak-trees  grow  slowly  but  steadily,  and  spread  out  their 
roots  widely  and  deeply,  so  that  they  stand  firm.  (Speak  of  the 
age  of  oak-trees.) 

"  3.  Oak-trees  spread  out  their  branches  widely  in  all  direc- 
tions, thus  making  fine-looking  and  useful  shade-trees. 

**  4.  Oak-trees  need  good,  firm  ground  in  which  to  stand,  and 
rain  and  sunshine  to  nourish  them. 

"  Now,  tell  the  children  you  have  a  story  for  them,  and  tell  it 
in  a  way  to  interest  them.  The  story  of  the  haystack-meeting  of 
the  Williams  College  students,  with  other  facts  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  American  Board.  Say  that  this  was  the  acorn  of  a 
great  missionary  society,  which  we  will  represent  by  a  tree.  As 
you  talk,  draw  with  colored  chalk  the  trunk  of  a  large  tree. 
Then  give  the  name  *  American  Board,'  and  write  it.  Also  give 
the  letters  *  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,'  and  explain  them.  Speak  of  the  slow 
but  steady  growth  of  the  Board,  and  give  its  age.    Now  draw  the 
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branches  of  the  tree ;  first  one  with  many  smaller  limbs,  to  repre* 
sent  the  *  W.  B.  M.'  of  New  England,  and  its  auxiliaries.  Give  a 
few  words  about  its  history  and  work,  and  write  the  name.  Do 
the  same  for  the  *  W.  B.  M.  I.,'  and  the  '  W.  B.  M.  P.,'  not  forget- 
ting the  mission  bands,— the  Light-Bearers  of  *W.  B.  M.,'  and 
the  Coral-Workers  of  *  W.  B.  M.  I.'  Call  on  different  children  ta 
give  the  substance  of  what  you  have  told  them  about  each  branch. 

'^  At  the  ends  of  the  branches  write  the  names  of  some  of  the 
countnes  and  missions  where  work  is  done  by  the  American  Board 
and  its  auxiliaries.  Then  speak  of  the  soil  in  which  this  great 
missionary-tree  is  planted, —  that  is,  the  Congregational  churches  of 
America.  The  soil  must  be  good  and  firm,  and  it  must  be  invigo- 
rated with  sunshine  and  rain,  so  that  there  may  be  life-giving  sap 
sent  up  through  the  tree  and  the  branches. 

**  Our  prayers,  and  work,  and  money  are  what  enrich  the  soil, 

and  keep  the  tree  growing.    Every  little  helps;  children  can  do 

their  part  toward  the  growth  of  the  tree." 

[Information  for  this  lesson  is  found  in  the  American  Board  Almanac  for 
1887,  and  <<  The  American  Board,"  by  S.  J.  Humphrey,  issue  for  1887.  These 
are  obtained  at  the  American  Board  Rooms,  161  Washington  Street,  Chicago. 
"  The  Work  of  the  American  Board  "  is  also  a  valuable  leaflet  for  this  lesson.] 

The  Sunday-school  lessons  for  December  on  the  parable  referr- 
ing to  the  "  Kingdom  of  God,"  are  full  of  suggestions  for  mission- 
circle  meetings  —  the  mustard-seed  planted  in  Japan ;  the  precious 
pearl,  a  Christian  child,  found  in  India,— and  others  equally 
obvious. 

Of  the  meetings  combining  work  with  the  hands  with  mission- 
ary intelligence,  the  following  is  a  good  specimen.  One  writes : 
We  began  three  years  ago,  few  in  number,  and  have  steadily  in- 
creased in  size,  until  now  we  have  on  our  roll  forty-five  regular  at- 
tendants. Our  circle  consists  of  both  boys  and  girls,  the  girls  out- 
numbering the  boys.  We  are  divided  into  classes;  after  a  few 
opening  exercises,  each  class  doing,  under  the  supervision  of  a 
teacher,  a  different  kind  of  work,  the  girls  sewing,  and  the  boys 
making  scrap-books,  or  tops,  or  checker-boards.  We  find  it  neces- 
sary to  vary  our  work  occasionally,  that  it  may  not  become  tiresome. 
While  working,  each  teacher  either  reads  or  talks  to  her  class  on  a 
certain  missionary  subject,  trying  to  draw  out  the  children's  ideas. 
After  three  quarters  of  an  hour  spent  in  this  way  we  lay  aside  our 
work  and  have  a  map  exercise,  under  the  care  of  the  leader.  Some- 
times we  have  questions  and  answers,  or  recitations,  in  which  we  all 
take  part ;  or  a  review  of  what  was  told  us  at  the  last  meeting.  We 
generally  spend  three  or  four  meetings  on  the  study  of  a  country, 
learning  the  stations  and  the  missionaries  by  name;  and  often 
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after  listening  to  some  story  of  missionary  work  our  hearts  are 
full,  and  we  kneel,  quite  a  number  offering  audible  prayer.  Some- 
times slips  are  distributed  beforehand,  with  written  subjects  for 
prayer  on  them.  Our  prayers  are  always  short,  often  one  sentence 
only." 

Another  circle  combining  the  social  element  with  the  mission- 
ary is  like  this:  The  children,  boys  and  girls,  are  invited  to  come 
to  the  church  parlor  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  first  hour  is 
spent  in  games.  By  having  the  games  first,  all  are  sure  to  be  pres- 
ent by  the  time  the  missionary  hour  comes  at  four.  At  that  time 
the  members  are  called  to  order,  the  ^'business  committee"  ar- 
ranging the  seats  near  the  table  and  piano,  when  the  following 
programme  is  usually  carried  out:  (1)  Singing;  (2)  Scripture  rec- 
itation or  reading;  (3)  Prayer;  (4)  Singing;  (5)  Minutes  of  the 
last  meeting;  (6)  Report  of  treasurer;  (7)  Singing;  (8)  Items 
about  the  country  studied  by  all  the  members;  (9)  Singing;  (10) 
Beading  connected  with  the  country;  (11)  Singing.  These  exer- 
cises are  all  given  by  the  children,  the  president  being  about  twelve 
years  old.  To  insure  the  success  of  the  exercises  the  sympathies 
of  the  mothers  are  enlisted.  Printed  cards  are  given  out  on  the 
previous  Sunday,  giving  the  time  of  the  meeting  and  the  country 
about  which  items  are  to  be  brought.  The  items  vary  from  one 
sentence,  such  as  "  All  the  people  in  Africa  are  black,"  from  the 
httle  three-year  old,  to  the  more  elaborate  two  or  three  minutes', 
paper  by  the  older  ones.  At  the  close  of  the  missionary  exercises 
a  simple  tea  is  served,  all  the  food  being  brought  by  the  children, 
and  prepared  by  a  committee  from  among  the  older  girls,  and  by 
half -past  five  all  are  on  their  way  to  their  homes." 

"  A  successful  boys'  circle  is  "  a  society  of  lads,  from  eight  to  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  who  have  pledged  one  cent  a  week  to  the  Ameri- 
can Board.  As  this  prevents  their  being  properly  classed  as  a 
mission  circle  of  the  Woman's  Board,  I  would  not  mention  them 
if  I  had  not  been  often  asked  about  the  club.  They  have  been 
interested  in  the  meetings,  and  faithful  in  their  attendance  every 
three  weeks,  though  the  only  attractions  held  out  have  been  read- 
ings from  the  Missionary  Herald,  I  think  one  thing  that  has 
helped  the  interest  has  been  the  observance  of  parliamentary 
rules,  and  the  fact  that  every  item  of  business  is  brought  up  for 
open  discussion,  and  settled  by  a  free  vote.  To  arrange  the  pro- 
grammes takes  much  time  on  the  part  of  the  leader ;  for  when  a  sub- 
ject has  been  chosen,  appropriate  selections  must  be  made  from  the 
files  of  the  Herald,  The  place  to  begin  and  end,  and  the  part  to 
omit,  must  be  carefully  marked  in  each  book;  a  note  must  be 
written  to  accompany  each,  and  these  must  be  distributed  at  Sun- 
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day-school  on  the  Sunday  before  the  Wednesday  meeting.  To  do 
this  took  from  four  to  six  hours'  work  for  each  meeting,  and  this 
the  leader  has  to  do.  I  believe  that  so  much  care  and  work  would 
be  enough  to  make  any  circle  of  boys  a  success.  No  circle  ha& 
ever  lived  and  succeeded  unless  some  one  —  and  it  is  usually  some 
one  —  takes  pains  for  it." 

Many  other  suggestions  have  been  received,  but  mostly  in  the 
same  line  as  those  given  above,  or  such  as  would  occur  to  a  wide« 
awake  leader  suited  to  her  locality  from  what  has  been  said.  One 
of  the  answers  is  so  complete  in  itself,  and  so  eminently  helpful  to 
leaders  of  mission  bands,  we  give  it  entire  in  our  Young  People'* 
Department. 

<♦> 


MISSIONARY  GAMES. 

In  connection  with  the  article  on  the  conduct  of  children' & 
meetings,  we  would  like  to  mention  our  missionary  games.  We 
have  one  on  the  general  work,  an  ingenious  arrangement  of  quesr 
tions  and  answers,  also  one  on  the  country  of  China,  both  afford- 
ing material  for  a  pleasing  variety  in  the  meetings,  as  well  aa 
affording  much  information. 

♦♦> 


WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  Novembei'  IS  to  December  17, 1887. 
Miss  Emma  Gabbuth,  Tbeasubeb. 


MAINS. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  Camden,  Elm 
St.  Ch.,  M.  B.,  $8;  Thomas- 
ton,  Morning  Star  Circle,  $5; 
Warren,  Aux.,  A  Friend,  $1 ; 
Alfred,  Cheerful  Workers, 
$50;  Greenville,  Aux.,  $17.50; 
Fiscataquis  Co.  Conf.  CoU'n, 
$2.53 ;  Albany,Mrs.H.G.  Love- 

Joy,$5;  Rockland,  Aux.,of  wh. 
;6  by  Mrs.  D.  P.  Hatch,  $10 ; 
Andoyer,  Aux.,  $7.83,  $106  86 


Total, 


NEW  HAMPSHIBE. 


$106  86 


New  Hanvpshire  Branch. — Miss 
A.  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Con- 
cord, Wheeler  Circle,  $75 
Dunbarton,  Mayflowers,  $8 
East  Derry,  First  Ch.,  Aux. 
$1;  Frankiin,  Cong.  Ch.,  $10 
Hudson,  M.  B.,  $5;  Hanoyer, 


Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Emily  H.  Leeds,  $67; 
Jaffrey,  Lines  of  the  Field, 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Alice  Liv- 
ingstone, $25;  Marlboro,  Aux., 
$12.09;  New  Ipswich,  Aux., 
$11.60;  North  Hampton,  M. 
C.,  $8.39 ;  Portsmouth,  Mizpah 
Circle.  $5;  Tilton,  Aux.,const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Elsie  Powers,  $25; 
West  Lebanon,  M.  B.,  $20,     $273  OS 


Total,  $273  OS 


VEBMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.— M.ts.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  West  Brat- 
tleboro,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Rose  S. 
Stellman,  $6;  Georgia,  Aux., 
$5;  Hartford,  Aux.,  $46.35; 
Highgate  Centre,  Aux.,  $1.50; 
Middlebury,  Aux.,  $81.95; 
Swan  ton,    Aux.,    $8.40;    St. 


RECEIPTS. 


6S 


Johnsbury,  South  Gh.,  Little 
Helpers,  925,  (174  20 


Total,  $174  20 

LEGACY. 

Vermont  Branch.— Ltegskcy  of 
'  Mrs.  G.  D.  RedingtoD,  Brad- 
ford, $50  00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Acton.— CoTif;.  Gh.,  $2  00 

Andover  and  Wobum  Branch.  — 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Lowell,  First  Gh.,  Aux.,  $145; 
Winchester,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Herrick  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Gree- 
ly,  $105;  Wobum,  Workers, 
$30:  Maiden,  Aux.,  $60;  North 
WoDurn,  Aux.,  $16.50,  356  60 

Barnstable  Branch.— Miss  A. 
Snow,  Treas.  South  Dennis, 
Aux.,  $25;  East  Falmouth, 
Aux.,  $10,  35  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs.  G.  E. 
West,  Treas.  Adams,  Mem- 
orial Band,  $5;  Dalton,  T.  L. 
Aux.,  $37;  Great  Barrington, 
Aux.,  $97,  Mrs.  Sumner's 
Bible  GI.,  $6;  Housatonic, 
Aux.,  $15.33;  Lee,  Jun.  Aux., 
$115;  Monterey,  Aux.,  $20; 
Pittsfield,  First  Gh.,  $45.60, 
A  Friend,  $1 ;  Williamstown, 
Earnest  Workers,  $20,  361  93 

Essex  North  Branch.—  Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  George- 
town, Aux.,  $10;  Ipswich, 
First  Gh.,$30;  West  Newbury, 
First  Gh.,  $1,  Second  Gh., 
Little  girls*  sale,  $5,  46  00 

Essex  South  Branch.  —  Miss 
S.  W.  Glark,  Treas.  Glouces- 
ter, Aux.,$20.84;  SaIem,South 
Gh.,  Aux.,  $374;  Lynn,  First 
Gh.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
G.  C.  Gobb,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Louisa  F.  Byram,  $30;  Bever- 
ly, Dane  St.  Gh.,  Aux.,  150,       574  84 

Ftanklin  Co.  Branch.— Miss  L. 
A.  Sparhawk,  Treas.  Shel- 
burne  Falls,  Morning  Star, 
M.  G.,  $15,  15  00 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
I.  G.  Glarke,  Treas.  Cum- 
mington,  Aux.,  $2;  Green- 
wich, Aux.,  $24.50;  Hadley, 
Aux.,  $33.32;  Northampton, 
Aux.,  First  Gh.  div.,  $82.60, 
Edwards  Gh.  div.,  $24.49; 
Gordon  Hall,  M.  B.,  $12; 
South  Hadley,  Aux.,  $36; 
Southampton,  Aux.,  $38.51; 
Enfield,  Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,    $25,  278  32 

Zt/nn.— North  Ch.,  M.  C.,  6  00 

JM  an s/i  6 id.— Ladies'  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  10  00 


Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs,  M.  W. 
Wjirren,  Treas.  Northboro, 
Aux.,  $8;  Lincoln,  M.  G.,  $2,    $10  00 

Middlesex  Union  Conf.  Aaso.— 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Goucord,  Aux.,  $33.12,  S.  S. 
M.  G.,  $40;  Littleton,  Aux., 
$10,  83  12 

A^eed/iam.— Willing  Workers,      26  00 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.- 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Ply- 
mouth, Pilgrim  Stepping- 
Stones,  $175 ;  Marshfiela, 
Mayflowers,  $12;  Whitman, 
Ladies  of  Gong.  Gh.,  $1; 
South  Braintree,  Aux.,  $2,    190  00 

Old  Colony  Branch.— M\&s  F. 
J.  Runnels,Treas.  Attleboro, 
Boys'  Branch  of  Lenses,  10  00 

Suffolk  Branch.— Miss  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Mann,  Ghristmas  off., 
$5;  Central  Gh.,  Aux.,  $80, 
Park  St.  Gh.,  Echo  Band,  $70, 
Union  Gh.,  Union  Workers, 
$11.40;  Gambridgeport,  Pil- 
grim Ch.,  Aux.,  $49,  Wood 
Memorial  Gh.,  Aux.,  $3.58; 
Chelsea,  First  Gh.,  $132.66, 
Third  Cong.  Ch.,  Floral  Cir- 
cle, $5:  Charlestown,  Win- 
throp  Cn.,  Aux.,  $136.66;  Ded- 
ham,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $160  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  Edw.  P.  Burgess, 
Miss  M.  G.  Burgess,  Mrs. 
Albert  Daniels,  Miss  Mary  A. 
Martyn,  Mrs.  Elijah  Howe, 
Jr.,  Miss  Jennie  Anderson, 
$200,  Asylum  Dime  Soc'y, 
$1.85;  East  Boston,  Maverick 
Gh.,  Madura  Aux.,  $145;  Fox- 
boro,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  L.  Anna 
Dean,  $10,M.  G.,  $5 ;  Franklin, 
Wide-Awakes,$50,  Mary  War- 
field,  Miss'y  Soc'y,  $26;  Nor- 
wood, Aux.,  $10;  Roxbury, 
Walnut  Ave.  Gh.,  Aux.,  $100; 
Stanwood,  Raynor  and  Anna 
Wellington,  $6,  Immanuel 
Gh.,  Aux.,  $17.87,  Eliot  Gh., 
Aux.,  $73.65,  1,136  57 

Wellesley. — College  Christian 
Asso.,  112  60 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs, 
G.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Charl- 
ton, Aux.,  $6;  Fitchburg,  G. 
G.  Gh.,  Aux.,  $42.05,  Rollstone 
Gh.,  $96;  Gardner,  Aux.,  $50; 
Millbury,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$60.60;  New  Braintree,  Aux., 
$10;  Saundersville,  Aux.,  $27; 
Southbridge,  Aux.,  $26; 
Shrewsbury,  of  wh.  $25  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Lyman  Whipple, 
$40.25;  Westminster,  Aux., 
$28;  Westboro,  Aux.,  $4.60; 
Winchendon,  Aux.,  $100, 
North  Gong.  S.  S.,  $21;  Wire 
Village  (Spencer),  Ladies* 
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Charitable  Soc'y,  $20;  Wor- 
cester,Salem  St.Ch.,  Woman's 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  $17.05,  Central 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $60.25,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  $104.44,  Miss'y  Union, 
$17.75,  Aux.,  $10,  Union  Ch., 
Thank-off.,  $72,  Pilgrim  Ch., 
Aux.,  $15,26,  Piedmont  Ch., 
Aux.,$160.41,  Miss'y  Gleaners, 
$10,  Mission  Builders,  $25,  $1,010  66 


Total, 


LEGACIES. 


$4,262  44 


East  Boston.— Maverick  Ch., 
Aux.,  Legacy  of  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Hammett,  $150  00 

Essex  8(yuth  Branch.— G\o\xc%B' 
ter,  Aux.,  Legacy  of  Miss 
Mary  Low,  const.  L.  M's  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Low,  Mrs.  Ellen  F. 
Babson,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Kaler, 
Miss  Mary  Pearson,  100  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch,— WisB 
M.  I.  Lockwood,  Treas.  New 
London,  Second  Ch.,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Corne- 
lia W.  Chapell,  $85.02,  First 
Ch.,  $34.60:  Pomfret,  Aux., 
$22.50,  Little  Women,  $10,     $152  12 

Hartford  Branch.— M.ra.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Bucking-, 
ham,  M.  C,  $7;  Hartford,  A 
Friend,  $1,  Centre  Ch.,  Aux., 
$330.80;  Tolland,  Aux.,  $26.50, 
A.  Friend,  $60,  425  30 

Meriden.— First  Cong.  S.  S.,  10  00 

New  Haven  Brancfy.—Misa  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  D  a  r  i  e  n, 
Aux.,  $30;  Deep  River,  Aux., 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Anderson,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Alice  Anderson, 
$25;  East  Haddam,  Aux.,  by 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Chaffee,  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Kate  Gardener,  $25, 
Phoenix  Band,  $17;  Haddam, 
Aux.,  $7.35;  Kent,  Aux.,  $25; 
Killingworth,  Aux.,  $26.50; 
Middletown,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $50  by  Mrs.  Margaret 
Kay,  $25  by  A  Friend,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Mollie  E.  Bunce, 
$129.50;  Monroe,  Ait!x.,  $11; 
New  Britain,  Centre  Ch., 
Aux.,  $48.68,  South  Ch., 
Little  Helpers,  $40;  New 
Haven,  Humphrey  St.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $37.60,  United  Ch., 
Aux.,  $40;  Norfolk,  M.  C, 
$150;  Norwalk,  Aux.,  A 
Friend,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Joseph  W.  Wilson,  $25,  637  63 

North  Hdven.'^MTS,  W.  T.  Rey- 
nolds, 1  80 


Total, 


$1,226  85 


NEW  YORK. 

New  York  State  Branch.— Miea 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Brook- 
lyn, Puritan  Ch.,  M.  B.,  $16, 
Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  $140,  East 
Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $20;  Fair- 
port,  Pine  -  Needles,  $35; 
Gaines,  Ladies,  $1;  Lockport, 
Aux.,  $17;  New  York,  Broad- 
way Tab.  S.  S.,  Morning  Star, 
M.  C,  $45,  Trinity  Ch.,  Aux., 
$46.27;  Rochester,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $25,  $345  27 

Total,  $345  27 

PENNSYIiVANIA. 

Pittsburg.— A  Friend,  $2  00 

Total,  $2  00 

PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 

Miss  E.  Flavell,  Treas.  N.J. 
Montclair,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  $12  31 


Total,  $12  31 

FLORIDA. 

Orange  Cify.— Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $5  00 

Total,  $5  00 

ILLINOIS. 

Crete.— A  Friend,  $    20 

Total,  $    20 

NEBRASKA. 

David  CWy.— Children's  M.  B.,  $10  00 

Total,  $10  00 

CALIFORNIA. 

JamiU.— Three  little  boys,  $    80 

Total,  $    80 

CANADA. 

Canadian  W.  B.  M.,  of  wh. 
$25  by  Y.  L.  M.  S. ,  Emmanuel 
Ch.,  Montreal,  $702  00 


Total, 


General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 


Total, 


$792  00 

$7,211  01 

26  20 

300  00 

$7,637  21. 


Miss  Harriet  W.  Mat, 

Ass't  Treas. 
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FIRST  IMPRESSIONS. 

Sendai,  Japam,  Oct.  29,  1887. 

My  deab  Fbtesd:  My  voyage  was  a  very  agreeable  one.  We 
Iiad  an  exceptionally  pleasant  party.  Of  tlie  thirty-one  saloon  psw- 
tengera  there  were  sixteen  or  seventeen  misBionariee.  I  am  sure 
we  shall  all  be  giad  to  remember  the  pleasant  inteicourso  of  those 
three  weeks,  and  especially  the  hours  spent  on  Sunday  and  Wednes- 
day evenings  in  prayer  and  praise.  We  were  fortunate  enough  to 
have  with  us  Dr.  Phraner,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  for  tliirty-flve 
years  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Sing  Sing,  N,  T. 
He  is  now  visiting  all  the  mission  stations  connected  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  not  only  preached  two  excellent  Sunday- 
morning  sermons,  and  gave  us  a  most  interesting  lecture,  but 
helped  each  one  of  us  by  his  wise  counsel  and  quick  sympathy. 

In  Yokohama  we  were  greeted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gi-eene, 
"Father  and  Mother  ot  the  Mission,"  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Scudder 
"their  adopted  children"  Dr.  D.  Scudder,  Mr.  Curtiss,  and 
Others.  Many  who  could  not  he  in  Yokohama  to  welcome  us  to 
Japan  sent  cordial  notes  of  greeting.  After  spending  nearly  a 
week  in  Yokoliama  and  Tokio,  visiting  mission  schools,  which 
were  of  the  greatest  interest  to  me,  meeting  many  missionaries  of 
other  denominations,  and  seeing  something  of  the  cities,  I  accom- 
panied Dr.  Scudder's  party  as  far  as  the  railroad  cars  could  take  us. 
There  we  separated,  the  Scudder  party  going  to  Niigata,  and  I,  ac- 
companied by  Rev,  Mr.  White,  who  had  come  there  to  meet  me,  to 
fiendai. 

Of  Sendai  and  Japan  I  can  only  say  that  the  reality  has  sur- 
passed all  my  expectations.  I  did  not  expect  to  find  a  country  ao 
beautiful,  a  people  so  interesting  and  eng^ing,  nor  a  work  so 
pleasant.  The  society  of  the  DeForests,  Whites,  and  Curtissea 
J  aoi  going  to  find  most  helpful  and  delightful.     I  immediately 
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entered  upon  my  work  in  the  school.  From  Mr.  Curtiss'  letter 
and  Mr.  DeForest's  article  on  Sendai  in  the  October  Miaaionary 
Herald,  you  get  so  clear  a  picture  of  the  town  and  school  that  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more  about  either.  I  am  at  present 
teaching  three  classes  in  English  and  one  class  in  German.  That 
relieves  Mr.  DeForest,  somewhat,  so  that  he  can  spend  more  time 
on  his  Bible  classes  and  evangelistic  work  outside.  German  seems 
to  be  in  great  demand.  Three  medical  students  came  to  see  me 
three  different  times  about  giving  them  private  lessons.  I  waB 
loth  to  undertake  it,  as  I  am  anxious  to  spend  all  the  time  I  can  on 
the  study  of  the  language.  As  one  of  them  attended  the  Chris- 
tian service  for  the  first  time  this  A.  m.,  I  feel  that  perhaps  through 
the  German  I  may  be  able  to  bring  them  under  Christian  influ- 
ences. I  was.  surprised  to  see  what  vigorous  Christians  and  ablQ 
men  the  native  teachers  in  this  school  are.  If  we  can  train  some 
men  like  these  to  work  among  their  countrymen,  our  work  will 
certainly  not  be  in  vain.  I  understand  that  among  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  students  about  one  fourth  are  professing  Christians, 
They  meet  every  morning  before  school-hours,  in  small  groups,  to 
study  the  Bible  together.  At  the  morning  exercises,  lasting  about 
half  an  hour,  there  is  always  a  respectful  attention  on  the  part  of 
all,  and  eager  listening  by  some.  Although  the  Presbyterian  ladies 
are  doing  a  fine  work  in  their  girls'  school  of  about  sixty,  I  feel  that 
there  is  a  large  work  to  be  done  among  the  women  and  girls,  if 
only  there  were  some  one  to  do  it.  The  school  offered  to  pay 
50  yen*  a  month  for  four  hours  daily  of  English  teaching  ;  that 
is,  50  yen  a  month  or  600  yen  a  year.  It  seems  a  pity  that  there 
should  be  a  possibility  of  reaching  so  many  girls,  and  through 
them  their  homes, —  and  if  not  their  present  ones  the  future  ones, — 
and  not  make  the  best  use  of  it.  Do  you  not  know  of  some  one 
who  would  be  willing  to  come  here  to  do  this  work?  If  that 
work  is  all  as  interesting  as  mine,  I  am  sure  any  one  who  loves 
teaching  would  like  it.  She  could  have  a  pleasant  home  with 
Mrs.  DeForest,  and  we  would  all  do  what  we  could  to  make  it 
pleasant  for  her.  Indeed,  the  separation  from  home  land  and 
home  friends  is  the  hardship ;  otherwise  it  is  only  a  privilege  to  be 
here.  We  are  now  planning  to  open  again  the  school  for  needle- 
work which  the  ladies  carried  on  last  year.  There  is  plenty  of 
work  to  do.  God  give  us  strength  and  wisdom  to  do  it  well  and 
wisely.  I  love  to  think  that  you  so  often  remember  us  in  your 
prayers.  Yours  most  heartily, 

Mattie  J.  Meyeb. 

*A  yen  is  equal  to  88  cents. 
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THE  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES. 

BY  SARAF  OBAIG  BUCKLEY,  M.D. 

Kioto,  Japan,  Oct.  27,  1887. 
Deab  Mbs.  Blatchfobd  :  .  .  .  We  spent  a  week  of  the  sum- 
zner  at  a  small  sea-side  village,  and  then  joined  all  the  missionaries 
on  the  mountains.  It  is  a  delightful  place  for  us  to  live  together 
in  summer,  and  we  arrange  there  all  the  plans  necessary  for  the 
coming  year's  work.  Our  hospital  work  first  began  last  fall.  The 
clinics  were  held  in  Dr.  Davis*  house.  In  the  beginning  the  num- 
ber of  patients  was  small ;  but  they  soon  increased,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  we  had  treated  about  three  thousand  in  the  out- 
patients' department.  The  number  of  in-patients  was  but  nine- 
teen, for  we  had  no  place  for  them  but  in  four  small  rooms  in  this 
same  house.  Three  nurses  presented  themselves  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  to  obtain  whatever  advantages  we  could  give  them  in 
their  work.  Two  more  soon  came,  increasing  our  number  to  five. 
The  work  for  the  past  year  has  been  done  under  great  pressure,  as 
our  arrangements  were  so  inconvenient ;  but  we  have  been  blessed 
■with  ^ve  earnest,  Christian  women,  who  will  graduate  from  our 
Nurses'  Training  School  next  June.  Early  last  spring  the  hospital 
buildings  were  commenced.  These  consist  of  a  general  ward  to 
accommodate  twelve  patients,  an  obstetrical  ward  to  accommo- 
date eight  patients,  and  a  large  home  for  thirty  nurses.  These 
buildings  are  nearly  completed,  and  we  are  now  planning  to  have 
our  grand  opening  exercises  November  15th.  Many  officials  and 
their  wives  will  be  invited,  and  all  the  Japanese  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  fund  for  purchasing  the  land  on  which  the  build- 
ings stand.  We  were  very  sorry  not  to  have  had  them  all  fidllshed 
before  the  Training  School  opened  this  fall.  The  entering  class 
numbers  three  at  present,  but  we  expect  several  more  to  enter  a 
little  later.  These  women  are  all  Christians.  We  have  had 
several  more  applications,  which  we  were  obliged  to  reject  on 
account  of  disqualifications  in  age,  social  relations,  etc.  The 
nurses  have  Friday  and  Sunday  evening  prayer-meetings,  and 
daily  instruction  in  the  Bible.  We  have  also  Sunday  service  in 
the  hospital,  for  the  patients  and  nurses.  The  opening  devotional 
exercises  for  the  patients  on  clinic  mornings  are  led  by  Miss  Rich- 
ards, Dr.  Beriy,  and  myself,  and  three  Japanese  physicians.  The 
people  are  very  willing  to  hear  the  truth,  and  we  certainly  have 
them  where  their  minds  are  most  plastic  to  mould.  In  hours  of 
sickness  the  Japanese,  like  ourselves,  think  most  seriously.  I 
often  think  we  have  the  most  promising  Christian  work  in  Japan. 
All  classes  come  to  consult  us,  and  open  to  us  a  very  wide  range 
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for  usefulness.  It  is  pleasant  working  for  these  people,  as  they  are 
cheerful,  and  very  kind  to  the  foreigners.* 

An  interesting  incident  occurred  in  my  work  the  other  day.  A 
wealthy  saki  dealer,  whose  wife  I  have  been  treating  for  some  time, 
sent  the  nurses  and  myself  some  presents.  We  received  them  for 
the  hospital,  and  wrote  him  (as  Miss  E.  and  I  have  determined  not 
to  receive  any  presents  from  the  patients  under  treatment  in  the 
hospital)  thai;  we  could  not  accept  it  unless  he  allowed  it  to  be 
used  for  general  hospital  purposes.  He  replied  by  asking  if  we 
would  take  it  from  him  as  a  friend,  and  consider  it  not  anything 
to  do  with  the  hospital.  We  answered,  no.  He  then  wrote  a 
pretty  severe  and  long  letter  in  return,  after  which  I  sent  him 
word  to  come  and  see  me.  When  he  came,  we  reminded  him  that 
one  of  the  leading  Japanese  on  the  Board  had  said  he  was  afraid 
the  best  care  would  be  given  to  the  rich,  who  could  give  presents, 
and  we  had  determined  that  there  should  never  be  reason  for  any 
such  criticism.  Also,  we  told  him  of  one  little  boy  suffering  from 
hip  disease,  who  was  last  winter  nearly  fed  on  the  eggs  that  had 
been  given  to  Miss  Eichards,  and  was  sent  out  greatly  benefited 
when  he  could  not  have  been  kept  in  hospital  at  all  if  there  had 
not  been  some  such  provision  for  him.  It  was  too  much  for  our 
visitor,  and  he  then  and  there  gave  us  five  yen  to  use  as  we  pleased. 
He  recognized  the  Christian  spirit,  and  he  will  be  our  friend  here- 
after. 

The  training  of  the  girls  is  superintended  by  Miss  Richards, 
who  left  the  post  of  superintendent  in  the  Boston  hospital  that  she 
might  do  this  work.  She  was  the  first  thoroughly  trained  nurse 
who  ever  graduated  in  the  United  States,  so  her  experience  has 
beentti  wide  one,  and  a  very  successful  future  may  be  expected  in 
her  work.  Dr.  Berry,  has  charge  of  the  buildings,  and  takes  half 
of  the  clinics  work  in  the  hospital.  The  other  half  of  the  clinics 
is  my  work,  and  I  also  lecture  three  times  a  week  to  the  nurses. 
We  have  also  a  Japanese  physician  who  lectures  three  times  a 
week.  We  all  need  special  prayer  that  we  may  be  guided  aright 
in. our  undertakings.  Yours  sincerely, 

Sarah  Craig  Buckley. 

*We  omit  here,  because  we  have  given  it  elsewhere— the  story  Dr.  Buckley 
tells  of  two  sisters,  who  came  that  one  of  them  might  be  treated  for  cataract. 
Both  returned  home  rejoicing  over  the  gift  of  sight,  one  having  received  the 
natural  sight,  the  other  the  spiritual. 
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CHINA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  MINER. 

Tientsin,  Nov.  2,  1887. 
Deas  Miss  Wingate  :  As  the  Wyckoff  sisters  wrote  you  from 
Japan,  I  have  waited  to  write  you  from  China.  Probably  my 
account  of  the  ocean  voyage  would  be  more  brightly  colored  than 
that  of  the  "twins,"  as  I  suffered  very  little  from  seasickness, 
missing  only  one  meal  during  the  trip.  The  six  days  in  Yokohama, 
filled  with  pilgrimages  to  temples,  curio-shops,  mission  schools,  and 
various  objects  of  interest,  will  long  be  looked  back  upon  with 
pleasure.  Many  of  the  temples  and  idols  which  we  visited  were  in 
poor  repair.  "  So  many  missionaries,  and  so  much  not  believe,*'  the 
guide  explained.  You  hear  how  eager  the  workers  in  Japan  are 
for  reinforcements,  but  one  needs  to  be  on  the  field  to  realize  the 
strength  of  their  desire.  There  were  thirty-one  missionaries  on 
the  "  City  of  Peking,"  and  only  two  stopped  in  Japan.  "Why  do 
you  all  go  to  China? "  they  kept  asking  us.  "  China  can  wait,  but 
the  next  ten  years  will  decide  the  fate  of  Japan."  Buddhism 
seems  to  be  losing  its  hold,  and  the  struggle,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  will  be  between  Christianity  and  infidelity.  Beautiful 
Japan  presents  so  many  attractions,  in  country,  climate,  and  peo- 
ple, that  it  seems  as  if  there  might  be  an  infiux  of  workers.  Mis- 
sion life  in  many  parts  of  the  country  involves  no  hardships  except 
separation  from  friends.  There  is  a  strong  foreign  element,  the 
influence  of  which  is  decidedly  bad,  and  we  will  have  to  put  in 
some  hard  strokes  to  counteract  that.  But  those  who  are  on  the 
field  can  tell  you  much  better  than  a  passing  stranger  about  the 
condition  of  things  there.  Our  voyage  of  a  week  from  Yokohama 
to  Shafnghai,  during  which  we  were  only  one  day  out  of  sight  of 
land,  was  very  enjoyable.  Our  party  of  missionaries  still  num- 
bered tw^ty-five.  We  lay  one  day  at  Kobe,  and  a  day  and  a  half 
at  Nagasaki.  At  Kobe  they  were  holding  union  anniversary  ser- 
vices in  one  of  our  churches,  which  we  attended,  and  we  wor- 
shiped with  the  spirit,  if  not  with  the  understanding.  I  met 
there  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkinson,  Mr.  Gordon,  Miss  Gunnison,  and 
Miss  Searle,  of  our  mission.  Your  Japan  missionaries,  without 
doubt,  have  written  you  of  the  beauties  of  Fujiyama,  the  Inland 
Sea,  and  the  land-locked,  picturesque  harbor  of  Nagasaki.  Fuji- 
yama is  an  extinct  volcano  about  fourteen  thousand  feet  high,  visi- 
ble from  Yokohama  and  Tokio  on  clear  days,  and  sometimes  seen  a 
hundred  and  forty  miles  out  at  sea.  We  had  a  very  fine  view  of  it 
on  the  first  day  out  from  Yokohama.     Lovely  Japan  won  none  of 
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our  hearts  away  from  China;  and  though  the  low-lying  shores  of 
Shanghai  contrast  quite  unfavorably  with  the  bluffs  and  bays  of 
Nagasaki,  we  were  glad  to  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  our  future  home. 
We  spent  a  day  in  Shanghai  very  pleasantly  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Luther  Gulick,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Clark,  who  visited  you 
in  July.  Then  five  days  more  of  ocean  travel  landed  your  nine 
"American  Boarders  "  for  North  China,  here  at  Tientsin. 

The  Wyckoff  sisters  are  to  go  to  Pang  Chuang,  as  was  expected, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winchester  and  I  are  to  go  to  Pao-ting-f  u.  Dr.  Peck 
is  here  from  Pang  Chuang,  to  escort  his  two  missionaries  back,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pier  son,  who  have  been  spending  the  summer  here, 
will  probably  return  to  Pao-ting-fu  next  Monday,  taking  us  with 
them.  Our  stay  here  is  made  very  pleasant  indeed,  but  we  all  feel 
as  if  we  wanted  to  reach  the  end  of  our  long  journey,  and  settle 
down  to  our  work.  We  each  groan  already  under  the  weight  of 
four  immense  Chinese  text-books.  Our  knowledge  thus  far  is 
almost  wholly  confined  to  what  we  have  seen  in  the  foreign 
concessions,  which  are  really  not  China  at  all,  and  we  have  seen 
nothing  of  the  mission  work,  so  I  have  no  "first  impression"  to 
write.  We  found  several  letters  of  greeting  from  workers  in 
our  mission  awaiting  us,  both  at  Shanghai  and  Tientsin,  and  the 
warmth  of  our  welcome  has  done  much  to  make  us  feel  contented 
and  at  home  from  the  very  start.  Of  course  our  greatest  trials  yet 
await  us  in  the  monotony  and  friction  of  every-day  life,  and  the 
discouragement  that  will  come  sometimes  in  our  study  of  the  lan- 
guage, but  thus  far  the  promise,  "As  thy  days,  so  shall  thy 
strength  be,"  has  been  so  fully  verified  that  I  am  not  much  tempted 
to  shrink  from  the  life  opening  before  me. 

Since  writing  the  preceding  paragraph  I  have  seen  China, — 
such  sights,  and  sounds,  and  smells,  as  cannot  be  described;  the 
filth,  and  poverty,  and  wretchedness,  and,  worst  of  all,  the  hard- 
ened, almost  brutish  faces  of  men  and  women.  What  a  comfort 
the  promise,  "even  to  the  uttermost,"  will  be  to  us.  Tlftse  lines 
came  to  me  to-day:  — 

Still  thy  love,  O  Christ  arisen, 
Yearns  to  reach  these  souls  in  prison; 
Through  all  depths  of  sin  and  loss, 
Drops  the  plummet  of  thy  cross. 
Never  yet  abyss  was  found 
Deeper  than  that  cross  could  souna. 

I  think  of  you  often  in  your  Friday  meeting,  and  we  cannot  tell 
you  what  a  source  of  strength  it  is  to  know  that  so  many  earnest 
prayers  are  going  up  in  our  behalf.    My  address,  as  you  perhaps 
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know,  will  be  simply  Tientsin,  China,  with  the  initials  A.  B.  C. 
F.  M.  in  the  corner  of  the  envelope.  How  soon  are  you  going  to 
send  a  young  lady  to  work  with  me  at  Pao-ting-fu  ?  They  wanted 
the  two  lady  workers  there  so  badly  that  it  made  me  feel  very 
sorry  that  I  am  not  twins  too. 

Hoping  that  you  in  that  "  upper  room  '*  will  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  bidding  many  ladies  **  God-speed  '^  on  their  way  to  China, 
I  remain,  Yours  affectionately, 

LUELLA  MiNEB. 


•  •  • 
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WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE   JAPA:N^  MISSION. 

The  opening  work  in  the  Northern  Japan  Mission  is  not  in- 
cluded in  this  study,  because  it  will  be  found  difficult  to  bring  even 
the  varied  departments  of  woman's  work  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  empire  within  the  compass  of  an  ordinary  meeting. 

Missionaries :  Name  the  ladies  supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  of 
Boston,  and  locate  each  at  her  station.  Name  and  locate  the  mis- 
sionaries of  the  W.  B.  M.  I;  of  the  W.  B.  M.  P. 

Biographical  Sketches  of  Miss  Searle,  Miss  Dudley,  and  Miss 
Barrows,  may  be  found  in  the  Mission  Studies.  Back  numbers  may 
be  had  at  53  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago. 

The  Kobe  Home :  How  long  at  work  ?  Beginnings.  To  what 
proportions  has  it  grown?  What  buildings  does  it  now  include, 
and  what  more  is  needed  ? 

The  Kobe  Training  School  for  Bible-women :  What  is  its  work  ? 

Work  among  the  Women  of  Kobe :  What  new  work  has  been 
inaugurated  the  past  year,  which  is  largely  carried  on  by  the 
graduates  of  the  Kobe  Home  ? 

The  Kioto  Home:  Beginnings.  How  many  pupils  now? 
Keligious  interest. 

Kioto  School  for  Nurses, 

Osaka  GirW  School:  How  many  pupils?  What  additions  to 
the  buildings  the  past  year? 

Industrial  School  for  Women  at  Osaka, 

Work  among  the  Women  near  Osaka:  What  has  Miss  Colby 
helped  to  accomplish  at  Sakai  ?  Where  did  Miss  Gardner  spend 
three  months  of  last  year?  How  many  members  in  the  Woman's 
Temperance  Society  organized  by  Mrs.  Leavitt  ? 
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Okayama  CHrla*  School, 

Work  among  the  Women  of  Okayama. 

Full  particulars  of  the  work  in  this  mission  may  be  found  in 
the  Life  and  Light,  and  in  the  Beports  of  the  American  Board  and 
the  three  Woman's  Boards.  The  February  number  of  Mission 
Studies  will  be  devoted  to  a  summary  of  what  is  being  done  for 
these  bright,  impressible  women. 


-♦♦«- 
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Written  for  the  thank-offeriug  meetlDg  at  the  Union  Park  Charch, 
Chicago. 

"  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by 
him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered  him,  that  there  be  no  gaUier- 
ings  when  I  come."  This  is  one  of  the  few  explicit  rules  for  the 
ordering  of  a  Christian  life,  found  in  the  New  Testament.  It  was 
given  to  the  Corinthians,  by  the  great  apostle,  for  guidance  in 
doing,  in  the  best  way,  their  part  toward  the  relief  of  the  church 
at  Jerusalem.  It  was  a  putting  on  of  the  yoke  of  Christ,  under 
which  his  service  would  be  easy  to  them.  And  is  not  this  rule,  or 
its  spirit,  in  some  form  of  systematic  giving,  the  most  helpful  aid 
that  we  can  have  in  rendering  to  Christ  our  bounden  duty  and 
service  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  kingdom  through  Christian 
missions  ?  To  every  member  of  the  Church  militant  comes  the 
voice  crying,  "Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord;  make  straight  in 
the  desert  a  highway  for  our  God";  and.  though  the  service  re- 
quired varies  with  the  differing  circumstances  of  our  own  lives, 
the  command  is  as  binding  upon,  us,  whose  province  is  to  provide 
the  munitions,  as  on  those  who' go  forth  into  strange  lands  to 
struggle  hand  to  hand  with  heathenism.  The  fact  that  we  are  en- 
rolled as  members  of  a  missionary  society;  is  in  itself  evidence 
that  we  have  heard  the  call,  and  recognize  it  as  addressed  to  us  in- 
dividually. Our  hearty  desire  is  to  do  the  most  efficient  work  in 
our  power  in  furtherance  of  the  cause  that  is  hastening  the  day  of 
the  Lord's  appearing.  Let  us,  then,  examine  this  rule  of  St.  Paul,  to 
see  whether  it  is  fitted  to  our  need.  The  apostle,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Corinthians,  endeavors  to  nourish  their  spiritual  life ;  to  point 
them  to  the  attainment  of  that  holiness  without  which  no  man 

shall  see  God.  The  whole  man,  he  teaches,  must  be  sanctified,  all 
his  doings  gauged  by  his  relationship  to  God  through  Christ.  And 
do  we  not  find  that  this  simple  direction  in  regard  to  giving,  being 
such  as  to  insure  a  near  and  constant  approach  unto  Him  whose 
glory  the  offering  is  made,  tends  to  the  edification  of  the  giver,  as 
well  as  to  the  benefit  of  the  needy? 
Paul's  reason  for  his  admonition  is  suggestive, —  *'  that  there  be 
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no  gathering  (or  as  the  Revised  Version  has  it,  *  no  collections ') 
when  I  come."  When  he  should  come,  were  it  meet  to  delay  utter- 
ance of  the  good  tidings  which  it  was  his  to  pi*each,  or  shorten 
Godly  counsel,  while  with  pleading  words  he  wiled  from  their  re« 
luctaut  pockets  the  wherewith  to  continue  his  work? 

When  someone  of  our  substitutes  from  the  missionary  battle- 
field comes  home  to  us  on  furlough,  weary  and  worn,  and  gathering 
up  his  flagging  strength  pleads  for  help,  we  are  stirred  to  the  quick. 
If  so  be  our  brother  is  gifted  with  eloquence  the  **  collection  "  is 
something  phenomenal:  crisp  bank-notes,  weighted  with  broad 
coins  of  the  realm,  fairly  hide  the  alms-basin  from  view:  every 
heart  beats  high  at  the  sight.  Verily,  Israel  is  coming  up  valiantly 
to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty! 
And  we  sing  Te  Deum,  or  grand  ''Old  Hundred,"  and  the  excite- 
ment dies  gradually  away,  until  another  wave  comes  to  wash  more 
or  less  gold  from  the  sands  of  our  f orgetf ulness.  It  is  true  that 
thus  the  money  is  furnished  in  large  part,  and  the  work  goes  on ; 
but,  setting  aside  the  consideration  as  to  whether  or  not  more  dol- 
lars and  cents  could  be  raised  by  system,  than  by  excitement,  let 
us  look  at  the  question  in  other  aspects.  Is  it  meet  when  Paul 
comes,  either  in  the  recurrence  of  seasons  when  the  Church  pleads 
most  earnestly  the  cause  of  missions,  or  in  the  visit  of  a  veteran 
from  the  front,  that  the  "gatherings"  should  be  so  largely  the 
topic  of  appeal,  the  center  of  thought?  Is  not  the  prayer,  **  Thy 
kingdom  come,"  somewhat  clogged  in  its  upward  flight,  if  the 
heart  that  uttei*s  it  is  divided  against  itself — love  crying  give, 
and  caution  (which  has  done  some  commendable  work  in  woridly 
affairs)  insisting  upon  counting  the  cost  ?  Would  it  not  be  better 
for  the  sours  health  if  the  aggregate  of  the  weekly  store,  laid  by 
**as  God  has  prospered,"  was  safe  in  the  pocket, — the  Lord's  own 
gold  or  silver,  awaiting  his  messenger  to  take  it  from  the  charge  in 
which  he  has  left  it  awhile  ? 

And  how  shall  we  set  value  upon  that  nearness  to  God  which 
comes  of  this  putting  aside  a  stated  portion  as  he  prospers  us? 
The  coin  may  be  very  small  which  we  add  to  the  weekly  store, 
but  it  is  just  what  he  wants  from  us  this  time!  We  are  brought 
to  realize  our  close  relations  with  him  in  this  missionary 
work, — that  we  are  fellow-workers  with  Christ, —  yes,  partners 
with  him;  for  as  we,  day  by  day,  give  to  his  use  our  humble 
instruments  of  gold  and  silver,  he  bestows  upon  us  those  heav- 
enly instruments,  without  which  we  can  accomplish  no  acceptable 
work,-^  filling  our  hearts  with  divine  love,  and  making  his  holy 
will  our  own.  It  is  a  law  of  our  being  that  we  love  those  for 
whose  sake  we  habitually  deny  ourselves;  and  thus  we  grow  to 
love  the  dark-browed  children  of  Africa  and  the  throning 
myriads  of  Asia,  following  after  false  lights,  and  falling,  bruised 
and  maimed,  through  their  misleading;  and  our  self-seeking  will 
is  merged  in  that  will  of  God  which  is  that  not  one  of  those  far- 
off  *'  little  ones  "  should  perish.  Goulbum  says  of  this  Urection 
of  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians:  "Such  a  rule  insured  to  tJie  givers 
a  gradual  discipline  in  Christian  benevolence,  which  would  be  far 
more  beneficial  to  them,  and  a  far  greater  test  of  character,  than 
one  great  effort  of  it.  A  great  effort  may  be  made  in  a  moment 
of  excitement,  but  continual  little  efforts  can  only  be  made  on 
principle." 
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The  habit  of  systematic  giving  for  missions,  should  by  all 
means  be  cultivated  in  the  children  of  our  churches.  That  God 
is  preparing  this  nation  for  mighty  work  in  ushering  in  the  uni- 
versal reign  of  Christ,  is  evident  to  thinking  minds.  There  may 
be  glorious  tasks  committed  to  those  little  hands  when  ours  lie 
still  in  the  dust;  let  us,  then,  prepare  them  to  do  well  their  part. 
In  an  army,  no  amount  of  new-born  enthusiasm  can  make  up  for  the 
want  of  discipline  and  drill ;  and  these  young  soldiers  of  the  cross 
will  do  more  valiant  sei^vice  in  the  great  campaign,  if  from  infancy 
they  are  habituated  to  a  systematic  giving  of  their  good  things  for 
the  holy *cause.  May  our  example  be  their  instruction !  Day  by 
day  we  pray,  "  Thy  kingdom  come.**  Let  us  then,  day  by  day, 
add  our  mite  to  the  force  which  shall  yet  bring  to  earth  that 
power  and  glory,  forever. 


-«♦»- 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 

We  offer  no  excuse  for  giving  large  space  to  the  first  impres- 
sions of  some  of  our  new  missionaries.  Many  eyes  are  watching 
for  tidings  from  these  daughters  of  the  Interior.  We  have  also  let- 
ters from  the  Misses  Wyckoff  of  China,  from  Miss  Carrie  Bell 
of  India,  and  others,  telling  of  their  joy  in  being  at  last  on  their 
fields. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Buckley's  letter  from  the  nurses'  training  school  in 
Kioto,  that  wonderful  series  of  buildings  opposite  the  old  imperial 
residence,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  many  Japanese  contributions  have  been  added  to  the  $4,000 
given  for  the  building  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Boston,  so  that 
this  noble  institution  is  the  united  offering  of  Japanese  and  Ameri- 
can philanthropists. 

From  Niigata,  we  learn  that  Mrs.  Kendall  is  commencing  the 
work  of  teaching  in  the  large  girls'  school  with  great  earnestness 
and  ability.  As  she  asks  from  us  only  our  prayers,  let  us  give 
them  in  rich  measure. 

We  have  received  the  "  Plan  of  Work "  for  the  young  ladies' 
societies,  and  also  that  for  the  children's  bands.  Each  is  accom- 
panied by  a  pledge-card,  to  be  detached  and  signed,  and  sent  back 
to  the  missionary  rooms.  Our  pink  pledge-card  for  the  children — 
the  Coral  Workers  —  makes  its  appearance  for  the  first  time.  The 
system  that  has  worked  so  well  for  the  young  ladies,  is  to  be  tried 
with  the  children.  Definiteness  of  aim  gives  great  power  to  all 
good  work,  A  thing  well  begun  is  half  done.  Send  to  Miss  Win- 
gate,  53  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  for  pledge-cards  for  the  children 
of  the  Interior. 

We  have  space  only  to  mention  the  annual  meeting  of  Young 
Ladies'  Societies  of  Chicago  and  vicinity,  a  full  report  of  which 
may  be  found  in  the  January  3fi8«ion  Studies,  It  was  held  Decem- 
ber 9th,  at  the  Lincoln  Park  Church,  Chicago.  A  single  sentence 
from  the  report  shows  the  spirit  of  these  meetings.  "  A  letter  was 
read  from  one  who  had  decided  to  give  herself  to  the  work  abroad. 
She  dated  her  decision  from  the  annual  meeting  of  last  year  at 
Plymouth  Church." 


nECEtPTS. 
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THE  MISSIONARY  HYMNAL  FOR  JUNIORS  AND  MISSION 

BANDS. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  our  new  hymn  hook,  the  Mis- 
sionary Hymnal,  is  now  in  press,  and  will  be  ready  for  mailing  in  a 
few  days.  The  book  is  prepared  for  the  use  of  junior  and  juvenile 
societies,  and  is  designed  to  meet  a  long-felt  need,  as  there  are  hut 
few  collections  of  missionary  hymns,  and  positively  no  such  book 
in  any  denomination  for  young  people  and  children. 

Send  in  your  order  at  once  to  Miss  M.  D.  Wingate,  53  Dearborn 
St.,  Chicago.    Price  25  cents.    Please  send  stamps  for  postage. 

•♦♦ 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mbs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Tbbasubbb. 
Reobipts  from  Nov.  18  to  Dec.  18,  1887. 


ILIiENOIS. 

Bbanoh.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  Clifton, 
4:  Chicago,  Union  Park  Ch., 
Mrs.  H.  W.  R.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Mary  P.  Noble,  25,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  82.81;  Danville, 
10.25;  Evanston,  32;  Geneva, 
15.50;  La  Harpe,  5.45;  Oak 
Park,  58.75;  Oneida,  1.35; 
Park  Ridge,  A  Friend,  5; 
Peoria,  51.45;  Poto,Independ- 
ent  Presbyterian  Ch.,  4.75; 
Thaiwille,  2.50,  298  81 

Junior:  Chicago,  First  Ch.,  Y. 
W.  M.  S.,  41,  Union  Park  Ch., 
Y.  L.  S.,  83.68 :  Dover,  Y.  P.  S., 
5;  Jacksonville,  Y.  L.  S.,  10; 
EocJtford,  First  Ch.,  Y.  L.  8., 
68.67,  208  85 

Juvenile:  iUini,  Little  Glean- 
ers, 4.60,  4  60 

Thank-offerings:  Chebanse, 
Aux.,  12 iDover, Y.  P.  S., 4.25, 
Mission  Band,  1.50,  17  75 

Legacy:  Chicago,  Balance  of 
bequest,  Mrs.  Eveline  S. 
Drake,  by  Wm.  E.  Rollo, 
Adm'r,  720  33 


Total, 


INDIANA. 


1,249  84 


Indianapolis.—  Mrs.  Frank 
Planner,  Thank-off., 

Total, 


IOWA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grinnell,  Treas.  Cherokee, 
10;    Charles  City,  10;  Cedar 


1  00 
1  00 


Falls,  1.25;  Des  Moines,  10.14; 

Fairfield,  4;   Orinnell,  13.36; 

Oilman,    10;    Bed    Oak,    A 

Friend,  25;  Webster  CUy,  16,  99  74 
Junior:     Eldora,    12;     (bhrin- 

nell,  1.85,  13  85 

Juvenile  :  Decorah,  5 ;  Durant, 

Cheerful  Givers,  8;  Orinnell, 

Busy  Bees,  West  Branch,  5.50,    18  50 

Total,  132  09 

MIOHIOAN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Ann  Arbor, 
28.15;  Calumet,  A  Friend,  5; 
Orand  Rapids,  First  Ch.,  50; 
Manistee,  18.47 ;  Port  Htaron, 
1;  St.  Johns,  7.50;  Tyrone, 
13.25,  123  37 

Junior:  Manistee,  Y.  L.  S.,        13  47 

Juvenile:  Detroit,  Woodward 
Ave.,  King's  Cup-Bearers,  36; 
East  i9a^nat<;,Faithful  Work- 
ers, 25;  GreenviUe,  Morning 
Star  Band,  1.60;  Manistee, 
Willing  Helpers,  15.70,  78  30 

Sunday-schools:  Covert,  2.96; 
Watervliet,  2.42,  5  27 

Total,  220  41 

MUmESOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Northfield,  Treas. 
Minneapolis,  First  Ch.,  30, 
Open  Door  Ch.,  8.46,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  86.43,  Mrs.  Wil- 
son, 20;  Northfield,  120.86; 
St.  Charles,  11 ;  /^«.  Patc2,  Park 
Ch.,  25;  Wabasha,  9.50,  306  24 

Junior:  Faribault,  Jr.  M.  8., 
14;  Minneajpolis,  Open  Door 
Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  5,  Plymouth 
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Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  8.,  20.37;  NmUhr- 
yield  Jr.,  M.  S.,  40,  C.  College, 
Aux.,  37.15,  '  116  52 

Juvbkile:  MinneapoliStBethel 
S.  S.,  10:  Lyudale  Ch.,  Cheer- 
ful workers, 6,  Plymouth  Ch., 
Cheerful  Givers,  40;  Paynes- 
ville,  M.  B.,  3;  WaterviUef  M. 
B.,  1.60, 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 

laSSOTJBI. 


60  60 

483  36 
9  20 

474  16 


Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Treas.  CarthtiQet  38; 
Karuaa  City,  First  Ch.,  69.05; 
North  Spntigjleld,  22.10,  129  15 

Thank-offebino:  ^6vi6r,Miss 
Fannie  Hudelson,  1  00 

JumoR:  St.  Jose^hi  Y.  P.  S.  C. 
E.  of  Tabernacle  Ch.,  6  00 

Juvekile:  Amtty,  Mite-box 
Band,  18.60;  St.  Louia,  Pil- 
grim Workers  of  Pilgrim  Ch., 
24.86,  of  wh.  2.27  for  M.  S., 


Total, 
kebbaska. 

Woman's  Missionary  Associ- 
ation.—Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hall,  of 
Omaha,  Treas.  Ashland,  1; 
BecUHce,!;  Camp  Creeks  45; 
Haatinga,  1.10;  Nebraaka 
City,  4.25;  Omaha,  First 
Cong'l,  8;  Springfield,  Mrs. 
Laura  Dada,  5,  Aux.,  7.50, 
Mrs.  Bates,  from  sale  ox 
badges,  2.75, 

Juvenile:  Omaha,  First 
Cong'l,  12;  Milfwd,  2.06, 


Legs  expenses. 
Total, 

OHIO. 

« 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely, 
of  Elyria,  Treas.  Cleveland, 
Euclid  Ave.  Ch.,  38;  Cuya^ 
hoga  Falla,  3;  Saybrook,  5.50; 
South  Hewbury,  George  E. 
Green,  12, 

Junior:  Cleveland,  First  Ch., 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,2.16;  Co?wm6t«, 
Eastwood  Ch.,  Y.  L.  S.,  5, 

Morning  Star  Mission:  Bria- 
tolvUle,  Hattie  Maltby,  Alice 
Hull,  May  Rhea,  Mary  A. 
Lyman,  Earl  White, 

Total, 


43  46 
179  61 


31  05 

14  06 

45  11 
18  90 

26  21 


58  50 


7  16 


50 
66  16 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Stickney, 
of  Harwood,  Treas.  Grand 
Forka,  Mr.  C.  S.  Teel,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Marie  A.  Teel,  25; 
Harwood,  6.90,  31  90 

Total,  81  00 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  P.  D.  "WUder, 

of    Yankton,   Treas. 
Juvenile:    Tanktmi,  Willing 

Hearts,  14  60 

Thank-offerings:   Creabard, 

2.70;  Lake  Henry,  3,  5  70 

Total,  20  20 

WISCONSIN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Cobum,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  Apple^ 
ton,  3.75;  Arena,  1.75;  Brod- 
head,i.50;  Peshtigo,i  ;Sparta, 
6.25;  Union  Grove,  10;  W'hite' 
water,  2,  29  26 

Junior:  Bipon  College,  Y.  L.,      15  00 
Juvenile:    Arena,    Willing 
Workers,  1.38;  Bameveld, 
Lend  a  Hand  Girls,  7.68, 


Less  expenses. 

For  fabune  relief:  Delevan, 
A.  L.  N., 

Total,  62  66 

TENNESSEE. 

JlfempAi«.— Second  Ch.,  4  26 

Total,  4  26 

CONNECTICUT. 

lfiU/orc{.—Mr8.Edwin  Hubbard,        40 

Total,  40 

MISCSLLANSOUS. 

A  Friend,  "Christmas  remem- 
brance," 6;  sale  of  doylies,  1; 
of  leaflets,  21.95 ;  of  envelopes, 
3.10 ;  of  chart,  50  cts.. 


896 

63  21 
1  06 

62  16 

60 

Total, 


31  55 
31  55 


Receipts  for  month,  2,490  43 

Previously  acknowledged,        1,366  21 

Total  since  October  21st,        $3,856  64 


FOURTEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE    RECORDING 

SECRETARY. 

This  is  ourfourteentb  mileBtone.  For  fourteen  yeara  we  have 
come  together  from  our  different  cburclies  aod  home  circles  in  ooe 
common  interest  in  this  work  for  tlie  Miister  that  we  so  much  love. 
The  piist  year  has  been  almost  a  duplicate  of  the  precedinj;  years 
in  its  pleasant  meetings,  in  which  both  the  social  and  spiritual  ele- 
ment is  fostered,  as  well  as  tlie  missionary  spirit;  in  the  uumhei's 
present;  in  the  missionaries  maintained;  in  the  delightful  letters 
from  these  missionaries;  but  as  no  one  day  can  be  exactly  the 
duplicate  of  any  other  day,  so  no  one  year  can  be  tlie  exact  coun- 
terpart of  any  other;  each  has  its  own  record  of  thoughts,  and 
words,  and  deeds.  It  is  said  that  no  word  or  deed  is  ever  lost;  it  is 
indehble.  Then  how  valuable  are  these  days  of  retrospection  and 
inspection  into  these  "books  of  remembrance"  !  We  have  held 
our  monthij  meetings,  as  usual,  on  the  first  Wednesday,  in  one  of 
the  churches  of  San  Francisco  or  Oakland^tbe  attendance  much 
tbe  same,  averaging  fifty.  We  desire  to  record  God's  goodness 
that,  altliougb  sickness  has  come  to  some  of  our  beloved  ones, 
death  has  this  year  made  no  inroads  on  our  circle. 

At  our  monthly  meetings  we  are  occasionally  favored  by  the 
presence  and  voice  of  some  of  the  active  missionaries  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board,  on  their  return  to  their  native  land  and  home  for 
needed  rest  and  change;  or  outward  bound,  perhaps,  with  fresh 
vigor  and  liigh  hopes,  to  take  the  places  of  those  who  are  compelled 
to  leave  their  chosen  work  for  awhile.  Our  city  is  on  the  great 
highway  between  tlie  East  and  the  West,  and  it  is  a  joy  to  us  thus 
to  greet  the  returning,  or  speed  the  going,  missionary  on  his  eiTand 
of  love.  We  have  no  source  of  inspiration  like  tliis;  and  very 
keen  is  our  scrutiny  of  those  who,  before  the  world,  leave  country, 
home,  and  friends  for  tlie  expressed  and  only  purpose  of  cariying 
the  story  of  Jesus  from  the  blessed  Book  to  those  upon  whose 
horizon  this  great  light  has  hardly  dawned.  It  may  be  added  that 
this  scrutiny  is  welt  repaid.  Letters  from  our  own  missionaries 
are  often  read  at  our  meetiugs,  telling  of  their  varied  experiences, 
—  tlie  shady  and  the  sunny  side,  for  they  have  both. 

In  February  an  especial  meeting  was  held  in  the  First  Church, 
Oakland,  to  listen  to  the  account  of  the  work  of  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Davia,  of  Japan,  from  his  own  lips.    His  theme  was  the  condition 
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of  woman  in  Japan,  as  contrasted  with  that  of  our  own  favored 
land.  Miss  Julia  Gulick,  who  has  also  labored  in  Japan,  was 
present  at  the  March  meeting,  and  gave  some  interesting  items. 
Mrs.  Sturges  always  has  some  fresh  intelligence  to  give  us  concern- 
ing the  islands  of  the  sea,  where  she  and  her  honored  husband 
labored  for  so  many  years.  To-day  we  mourn  with  our  sister  over 
the  removal,  by  death,  of  this  faithful  servant  of  God,  her  life- 
long companion.  We  pause  a  moment  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  one  who  will  leave  behind  him  years  of  labor  in 
the  Master's  service,  and,  as  a  monument,  the  ti*anslation  of  the 
New  Testament  into  the  Ponape  language. 

But  the  most  important  and  marked  meeting  held  this  year,  was 
the  farewell  meeting  with  that  choice  band  of  consecrated  men  and 
women  held  in  the  First  Church,  San  Francisco,  on  the  evening  of 
June  23d.  That  soul  must  have  been  dull  indeed  that  did  not 
respond  to  the  uplifting  influences  of  that  evening.  Dr.  H.  M. 
Scudder  and  wife,  after  years  of  'labor  in  this  country,  succeeding 
years  of  labor  in  mission  work  in  India,  now  go  out  to  spend  their 
remaining  days  with  a  son  and  daughter  in  Japan;  and  it  was  a 
rare  privilege  to  hear  from  the  Doctor's  own  lips  of  the  way  in 
which  he  had  been  led  to  again  take  up  this  work  in  his  declining 
years.  He  goes  out  at  his  own  expense,  and  it  is  needless  to  speak 
of  his  rare  adaptedness  to  the  more  advanced  work  which  now  pre- 
sents itself  in  Japan.  The  other  members  of  the  party  were  Rev. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albrecht,  Mrs.  Kendall,  Miss  Graves,  and  Miss  Poole. 
Each  of  them  spoke  a  few  words  to  us,  which  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten by  those  who  were  privileged  to  be  present.  Mrs.  Bingham,  a 
name  long  connected  with  the  missionary  history  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  and  Micronesia,  was  also  present,  and  added  her  own  lov- 
ing testimony  to  those  who  had  spoken. 

In  addition  to  the  living  voice  and  presence  of  the  missionaries, 
we  have  the  more  permanent,  though  silent,  voices  that  come  to  us 
through  the  printed  pages  of  our  missionary  journals.  These  we 
can  take,  and  ponder,  and  study  at  our  leisure,  in  our  own  homes. 
The  Missionary  Herald,  now  in  its  eighty-third  year,  our  own  Lifb 
AND  Light,  Mission  Studies^  Mission  Day  Spring, —  how  rich  and 
varied  the  information  they  bring  us !  The  Mission  Day  Spring  is 
well  adapted  to  awaken  an  interest  in  our  own  children  for  the 
poor  little  neglected  ones  in  heathen  lands.  England  and  America, 
the  paradise  for  children :  what  ought  they  not  to  do  to  better 
the  condition  of  children  in  lands  of  ignorance  and  superstition? 
The  Mission  Studies,  published  by  the  Board  of  the  Interior,  is 
well  adapted  to  those  who  wish  to  give  more  systematic  and  thor- 
ough study  to  the  history  of  missions.    But  the  Life  and  Light, 
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with  its  varied  and  sprightly  pages,  is,  and  always  will  be,  our 
favorite  magazine.  Miss  Fay  still  continues  to  edit  the  pages 
which  are  assigned  to  the  Board  of  the  Pacific.  Three  hundred 
and  fifty  copies  have  been  taken  on  this  coast  the  past  year, — again 
of  ten  on  last  year's  subscriptions.  Of  this,  308  are  taken  in  Cali- 
fornia, 30  in  Oregon,  7  in  Washington  Territory,  4  in  Arizona,  and 
1  in  Nevada.  The  price  is  but  60  cents  a  year,  and  we  ought,  with 
the  large  accession  of  good  Congregationalists  in  our  southern 
counties,  to  bring  the  list  up  to  at  least  500.  Our  own  "  Column  " 
in  The  Pacific  has  been  regularly  filled  the  past  year. 

The  Young  Ladies'  Branch  is,  under  the  present  management, 
represented  each  month. 

OUR  TREASURY. 

We  see  the  foregleam  of  a  brighter  day,  in  that  our  money 
begins  to  come  in  in  a  steady,  generous  stream,  instead  of  by 
spasmodic  effort  at  the  last  of  the  year.  This  is  as  it  should  be, 
and  perhaps  there  are  few  of  us  who  cannot  mend  our  ways  in  this 
regard  by  beginning  at  once  to  lay  by,  as  the  Lord  hath  prospered 
us,  for  the  work  of  the  next  year.  Increased  membership  in  our 
churches  should  mean  increased  contributions. 

As  will  be  seen  by  our  appropriations,  the  missions  connected 
with  our  Board  are  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  with  the 
addition  of  Mr.  Perkins'  work  in  India,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fig- 
ures assumed  by  the  Society  a  year  since. 

ZULU  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Holbrook,  Mapnmulo,  South  Africa       ....       $460.00 

MICRONESIA. 

School  Building  at  Ruk 600.00 

BBOOSA. 

Mrs.  Baldwin's  salary,  $396;  Aid  to  Girls'  School  (service,  fuel,  teach- 
ers, board  of  pupils,  etc.,  $814.) 1,210.00 

JAPAN. 

Miss  Gunnison's  salary,  $660;  Rent  and  repairs  of  building,  $16.67  .         666.67 

SPAIN. 

Aid  to  school  in  Spain,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Gulick 600.00 

INDIA. 

Aid  to  Rev.  Mr.  Perkin's  work,  Pasumalai,  India 600.00 


Total $3,826.67 

The  details  of  this  work,  conditions  of  schools,  etc.,  will  be 
given  by  our  Foreign  Secretary. 

Of  the  whole  amount  raised,  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  State 
are  supposed  to  contribute  the  $500  for  the  Micronesian  Mission. 
The  "Young  Ladies*  Branch"  have  assumed  the  support  of  Miss 
Gunnison,  and  the  ** Oregon  and  Washington  Branch"  half  the 
salary  of  Mrs.  Holbrook.  This  Branch  is  now  in  vital  connection 
with  us,  and  its  annual  report  was  contained  in  The  Pacific  of  July 


so  LIFE  AND  UGHT. 


20th,  showing  a  vigorous  growth.  We  take  especial  pride  in  onr 
*^  Young  Ladies'  Branch,"  which  has  lately  held  its  second  annual 
meeting  in  Bethany  Church,  with  (following  the  example  of  their 
seniors)  a  public  anniversary  in  the  evening. 

We  expect  to  hear  from  our  Home  Secretary  of  the  growth, 
both  in  members  and  earnestness,  in  our  auxiliaries. 

We  note,  in  the  ample  notes  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Boston 
and  Chicago,  frequent  mention  of  thank-offerings.  Can  toe  not 
establish  a  thank-offering  fund?  In  the  August  number  of  Life 
AND  Light,  the  Board  of  the  Interior  announces  that  it  has  envel- 
opes prepared  for  these  "thank-offerings,"  which  will  be  sup- 
plied to  any  applying  for  them. 

TREASUBY  NOTES. 

Our  whole  great  State,  from  San  Diego  to  Siskiyou,  of  which 
at  the  present  time  we  have  no  need  to  boast,  as  every  paper,  and 
journal,  and  advertisement  is  full  to  repletion  of  the  bigness,  and 
grandeur,  and  beauty,  and  richness  of  our  really  beautiful  Golden 
State,  that  throughout  its  whole  length  looks  out  so  placidly  on 
to  the  blue  waters  of  the  Pacific.  And  we  often  place  the  little 
New  England  States  in  disparaging  comparison  with  our  own  vast 
Commonwealth,  saying  that  nineteen  Massachusetts  could  find 
ample  room  in  our  State,  or  over  thirty  Connecticuts,  and  then 
have  room  to  walk  around.  But  how  is  it  when  we  look  at  the 
benevolent  contributions  ?  Comparisons  are  odious  sometimes,  and 
sometimes  they  are  stimulating.  For  instance,  one  of  the  Branches 
in  little  Connecticut,  the  New  Haven  Branch,  around  which  only 
three  or  four  counties  cluster,  reports  the  past  year  over  $10,000 
contributed  to  this  our  Woman's  Board  work  alone;  and  this  is 
only  one  department  of  the  giving  in  these  States.  To  the  general 
work  of  the  Board,  the  September  number  of  the  Herald  reports 
$5,500  as  given  to  the  general  work  of  the  Board  by  the  State  of 
Connecticut  in  July,  and  Massachusetts  will  far  exceed  this. 

Our  great  State,  in  length  as  long  as  from  Boston  to  Charleston, 
is  having  a  "  boom."  It  seems  easy  to  talk  of  thousands  of  dollars 
made  in  a  single  day.  New  blood  is  being  infused  into  our  South- 
em  counties.  Good  men  and  true  are  coming.  New  churches  are 
being  formed,  for  these  immigrants  bring  their  religion  with  them. 
Colleges,  even,  are  being  established  here  and  there,  and  there  is 
a  wonderful  advance  in  all  material  things.  How  is  it  going  to  be 
for  this,  our  chosen  work  for  the  Master  ?  Should  there  not  be  an 
advance  all  along  the  line,  especially  that  we  may  keep  pace  with 
the  marvelous  advance  in  heathen  lands  ?  For  this  we  hope  to 
work  and  pray  in  the  year  just  before  us,  and  "  God  will  give  the 
increase  " ;  and  to  him  be  the  glory. 


L.  . 


MARCH,  1888. 


SUBJECT  OF  PRATER  FOR  THE  MONTH. 

We  wish  to  ask  prayer  during  the  month  for  the  new  work  in 
Bombay,  to  be  undertaken  by  the  yonng  ladies  and  children  for 
the  sea,!.  Let  us  ask  that  the  land  may  he  quickly  and  easily 
secured,  that  the  dormitory  may  soon  he  built,  and  that  both  may 
be  instrumental  in  making  this  Christian  school  a  larger  power  for 
good  in  the  great  city  of  Bombay.  Let  us  ask  for  the  school  itself 
a  special  blessing  from  on  hif;h  during  the  year;  for  the  teaoherB 
and  pupils,  that  they  may  work  more  faithfully  and  eai-nestly  than 
ever  before;  and,  above  all,  for  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
that  shall  bring  every  pupil  into  the  Good  Shepherd's  fold. 

For  the  young  people  in  our  churches  who  shall  provide  the 
necessary  funds,  let  us  ask  a  quickened  interest  in  this  and  all 
missionary  work;  for  the  young  ladies,  a  new  eamestnesa  in  en- 
deavor; a  new  baptism  for  the  missionary  spirit,  that  brings  a 
willingness  to  make  sacrifices  for  those  less  fortunate  than  them- 
selves; for  the  leaders  of  our  mission  circles,  that  the  little  ones 
shall  he  carefully  taught  to  sympathize  with  children  in  other 
lands,  and  trained  to  help  them  in  just  the  best  way.  So  may 
these  fresh  young  lives  in  Bombay  and  in  America  receive  a  new 
consecration  for  the  service  of  our  Lord.  "  Ask  of  me,  and  I  shall 
give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession." 
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BULGARIA. 

THE  BIBLE-WOMEN  IN  THEIR  CLASS. 

•  Fbom  their  various  stations  in  the  fields  occupied  by  the  Samo- 
kov  and  Pbilippopolis  stations,  our  sisters  who  are  engaged  in  the 
Bible-work  gladly  responded  to  the  call  to  assemble  again,  as  last 
year,  for  a  month  of  special  study.  The  Samokov  Girls'  Boarding 
School  opened  wide  its  hospitable  doors,  giving  a  large-hearted  in- 
vitation to  these  workers  to  gather  in  season  to  enjoy  and  profit  by 
the  annual  examinations, — an  invitation  which  was  most  eagerly 
accepted.  Instead  of  the  *^two  mothers  and  two  daughters,"  who 
composed  the  class  last  year,  there  were  three  mothers  and  nine 
daughters,  showing  an  increase  in  the  number  of  workera,  which 
is  gratifying  indeed.  With  one  exception  this  number  includes 
none  who  devote  themselves  to  teaching  in  schools  only,  nor  does  it 
include  all  who  are  devoting  themselves  to  the  Bible-work  —  three 
who  have  thus  labored  during  more  or  less  of  the  past  year  being 
absent. 

The  happy  spirit  which  all  of  these  workers  are  showing  proves 
their  consecration  to  their  work,  and  is  producing  blessed  effects 
in  the  commimities  in  which  they  are  laboring.  From  all  over  the 
field  we  look  to  hear  of  blessing  and  of  increase,  because  of  the  joy 
and  courage  with  which  these  sisters  are  pursuing  their  mission. 
Their  glowing  faces  as  they  told  of  souls  brought  to  Christ;  of 
women  who  have  learned,  or  are  now  learning,  to  read ;  of  their 
mothers'  meetings  and  children's  meetings,  with  true  child-Chris- 
tians among  their  pupils;  their  eagerness  to  know  of  methods 
which  have  proved  successful  in  other  places, —  evidenced  the  con- 
secration of  their  souls  to  this  work,  in  which  they  are  co-laborers 
with  the  Master. 

There  was  no  word  of  complaint,  though  some  of  them  have 
received  extremely  small  salaries  during  the  year,  and  have  been 
deprived  of  many  of  the  conveniences,  not  to  say  of  the  common- 
est comforts,  of  life.  One  who  was  received  a  year  since  in  a  vil- 
lage in  which  the  few  brethren,  though  well  to  do  in  this  world's 
goods,  were  indifferent  to  the  spiritual  advancement  of  their  fami- 
lies and  of  their  community,  has  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  one 
home  during  the  entire  ten  months,  thankful  for  the  kindness 
shown  her,  and  the  love  which  constrained  her  to  remain,  al- 
though her  room  has  been  the  common  gathering-room  of  the 
family,  and  she  could  be  sure  of  no  privacy  until  after  the  family 
had  retired  for  the  night.  Though  she  had  no  table  or  chair  in 
her  room  until  after  a  visit  from  some  of  the  missionaries  to  that 
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village  last  March,  when  the  brethren  subsequently  supplied  her 
with  a  rude  home-made  table,  and  after  some  weeks  more  with  a 
single  chair,  it  was  not  the  deprivation  of  these  necessities,  but 
her  inability  to  find  a  spot  to  which  to  retire  alone  for  commun- 
ion with  Grod,  which  this  Bible- worker  most  lamented. 

Little  by  little  the  people  are  coming  to  sympathize  more  and 
more  with  their  workers,  and  to  endeavor  to  supply  them  with 
what  is  necessary  for  their  most  successful  working;  but  it  is  still 
true,  especially  in  some  of  the  villages,  that  the  teachers  and 
Bible-women  work  at  a  great  disadvantage,  from  lack  of  some  of 
the  commonest  conveniences.  But  none  of  these  things,  nor  the 
greater  hindrances  which  have  beset  this  same  teacher  and  others 
like  her,  move  them.  The  village  dogs,  wild  and  fierce,  which 
have  ternfied  her  many  times  as  she  returned  from  her  day's 
work  at  school  with  the  children  in  the  morning,  and  house-to 
house  visitation  in  the  afternoon ;  the  curses  pronounced  upon  her 
in  the  Orthodox  church,  and  upon  all  who  should  talk  with  her; 
the  endeavors  of  the  infidel  teachers  of  the  village  schools  to  con- 
found her  teachings;  and  the  threats  of  an  infuriated  old  father 
to  whip  her,  if  he  met  her  by  the  way,  because  his  married  daugh- 
ter had  begun  to  follow  the  God  of  her  husband,  and  sought 
counsel  of  her  friend,  the  Bible-woman, —  these  things  she  counted 
as  "  all  joy."  Another  sister  who  was  burdened  last  year  with  a 
burden  similar  to  John  Knox's  for  Scotland,  *'  Give  me  Scotland, 
or  I  die,"  this  year  came  with  a  great  peace  and  content  in  her 
heart,  for  she  could  recount  the  turning  of  several  souls  from 
nature's  darkness  into  Chi-ist's  marvelous  light. 

With  such  earnest-hearted  Christian  workers  as  pupils,  the 
class  could  but  be  full  of  life  and  interest.  All  were  actuated  by 
the  desire  to  profit  as  much  as  possible  in  the  limited  time.  The 
routine  of  study  resembled  that  of  last  year,  and  the  teachers 
were  mainly  the  same.  The  evening  hours  gave  opportunity  for 
rehearsal  of  sweet  new  hymns,  and  talks  upon  health  and  sickness ; 
children's  meetings;  temperance;  some  practical  hints  upon  ways 
of  working,  by  Rev.  G.  D.  Marsh ;  and  two  lectures,  by  Dr.  House, 
upon  God's  Providence  and  Man's  Free  Agency,  and  the  Sinful- 
ness ^f  the  Human  Heart.  The  class  lingered  in  beautiful  Samo- 
kov,  as  if  reluctant  to  leave  again  the  halls  in  which  most  of  them 
had  received  in  great  measure  their  fitting  for  their  present  work ; 
but  at  length  they  scattered,  to  continue  their  blessed  service  of 
sowing  the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom. 

Owing  to  providential  circumstances  the  force  of  Bible-work- 
ers became  much  augmented  last  year ;  and  although  we  are  paying 
smaller  salaries,  pitifully  small  in  some  cases, —  $5.50  a  month  in 
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one  place,  out  of  which  the  Bible-worker  must  pay  for  her  board 
as  well  as  clothe  herself ;  and  another  had  hardly  enough  income 
lo  provide  the  shoes  which  are  so  indispensable  to  the  fMthful 
Bible-woman, —  yet  the  station  treasurer  tells  us  that  we  haye  in- 
curred a  heavier  expense  than  we  have  appropriations  to  meet^ 
and  that  this  department  will  be  about  L.  T.  60  in  debt  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Which  of  these  willing-hearted  sisters  shall  we  ex- 
cuse from  the  service  ?  We  cannot  believe  that  the  Master  would 
have  one  of  them  sent  away  from  the  place  where  she  is  so  much 
needed.  To  the  Christian  women  of  our  home  churches  working 
through  the  Woman's  Board,  we  look,  then,  for  the  means  to  bid 
them  go  on,  without  fear  that  they  must  be  recalled,  on  account  of 
the  failure  of  funds.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  we  shall  look  in  vain* 
—  Mi88  E.  M,  Stone f  in  *^  Missionary  JTeiofi." 


•  •• 


INDIA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  M.  P.   ROOT,  M.D. 

.  .  .  Though  my  life  runs  on  quite  monotonously,  there  ift 
enough  of  variety  in  it  toHnterest  in  some  degree  those  who  are 
interested  in  medical  work.  ...  I  wish  you  could  see  some  of  our 
Tamil  women.  They  are  usually  small  and  pretty.  Some  women, 
especially  among  the  Brahmins,  are  beautiful;  and  even  among 
poor  beggars,  lepers,  and  outcasts,  some  faces  remind  me  of  our 
finest  at  home.  One  dear  old  woman  came  to  the  dispensary  only 
a  few  days  ago, —  such  a  sweet,  bright,  face! — and  she  had  no 
home,  was  a  leper,  and  had  only  one  ragged  red  cloth  for  clothing 
by  day,  and  also  by  night,  when  she  sleeps  in  the  street  or  the 
porch  of  some  house.  She  came  only  for  medicine, —  did  not  beg 
at  all,  and  showed  no  signs  of  trying  to  arouse  my  sympathies.  I 
was  attracted  at  once,  and  sent  to  the  bazaar  and  bought  her  a 
cheap,  strong  cloth.  Now  she  looks  so  much  better;  but  her 
smile  is  no  brighter  than  when  she  came  in  only  a  rag.  Perhapa 
you  wonder  at  a  leper's  coming  to  us  in  this  open  way.  It  ia 
common  here,  and  the  contagiousness  of  leprosy  from  touch  is  a 
disputed  point.  I  certainly  should  not  hesitate,  and  do  not  hesi- 
tate daily,  to  touch  the  poor  creatures,  when  my  touch  can  do  them 
good.  And  so  glad  are  they  and  others  to  be  prescribed  for  by  tlie 
'*  Doctor  Missy  Ammal,"  that  I  almost  always  take  their  pulse. 
It  means  so  much  to  them,  and  is  nothing  for  me  to  do,  though  it 
is  unnecessary.  Small-pox  I  am  a  little  more  prudent  about.  In 
this  benighted  land  small-pox  is  also  a  *'  little  thing,"  and  in  my 
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dispensary  waiting-room,  where  always  a  goodly  number  of  chil- 
dren are  waiting,  it  is  no  uncommon  sight, —  a  woman  and  child 
all  broken  out  with  small-pox.  I  was  somewhat  shocked  at  first, 
but  hardly  mind  it  at  all  now. 

Horrible  diseases  are  not  wholly  due  to  civilization.  They 
seem  equally  prevalent  here,  and  owing  to  native  treatment  they 
are  seen  in  their  worst  forms.  Only  last  Saturday,  Miss  Bell  and 
I  saw  a  sight  that  we  can  never  forget.  I  cannot  think  of  the 
way  in  which  that  "barber"  woman  was  treating  her  unfortu- 
nate patient,  without  feeling  horror  coming  over  me  at  the 
helplessness  of  these  poor  souls  in  such  hands.  It  is  too  horrible 
to  tell  you.  I  will  only  say  that  the  old  father  and  the  husband 
had  come  for  us,  and  to  my  inquiry  if  "barber"  women  had  in- 
terfered, said,  "No."  But  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  sight,  the 
women  —  their  native  women  physicians  ( I)  —  came  in.  Probably 
within  an  hour  or  two  the  poor  patient  went  into  eternity. 

Many  patients  come  to  us  to  have  sight  given  to  them;  and 
why?  Because  one  popular  native  way  of  treating  internal 
diseases  is  by  pouring  medicine  into  the  eyes.  I  suppose  I  have 
seen  scores  and  scores  of  cases  where  the  pupil  of  the  eye  has  been 
completely  destroyed  in  this  way.  I  remember  too  well  the  first 
case  that  came  to  me.  It  was  a  dear  little  Brahmin  baby,  and 
both  eyes  had  run  out  I  The  parents  —  and  they  were  wealthy,  and 
loved  the  baby  —  had  had  some  trouble  treated  in  this  way, 
and  then  they  came  to  me  to  have  sight  restored.  If  I  had  the 
accommodation  for  them  I  should  have  plenty  of  eye  cases,  for 
cataracts  are  almost  as  common  as  sore  eyes,  and  are  only  to 
be  compared  with  the  eye-flies.  These  latter  are  a  pest.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  dirty  native  babies  have  sore  eyes,  for  even  English 
and  American  babies  have  dreadful  times  with  theirs ;  and  with 
grown-up  people  the  least  bit  of  tired-out-ness  shows  itself  in  the 
eyes. 

With  my  assistants  I  see  about  fifty  patients  each  morning. 
The  class  of  diseases  is  very  much  the  same  as  at  home,  though 
most  troubles  have  shades  of  difference  common  to  the  country. 
As  I  have  no  separate  dispensary  for  high-caste  people,  I  also  see 
a  good  many  patients  in  my  private  office.  A  Brahmin  gentleman 
has  offered  to  give  me  land  for  a  caste,  and  gosh  a  hospital,  if  I  will 
build  on  it.  I  very  much  hope  I  may  do  so  when  the  right  time 
comes.  Then  I  have  one  more  hope;  and  that  is,  that  some  day 
I  may  build  a  home, —  an  asylum  for  poor  women,  lepers,  and 
the  sadly  diseased  who  are  thrown  out  of  their  homes  and  live 
in  the  streets, —  if  it  can  be  called  living.  Daily,  almost,  I  see  some 
poor  soul  lying  in  the  road ;  beside  her  a  brass  jar  for  water  or  rice ; 
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over  her  a  rag,  which  only  partly  protects  her  from  the  flies  that 
swarm  ou  her  poor  sore  body,  .  .  . 

Miss  Houston  kindly  allows  her  Bible-women  to  come  to  the 
dispensary,  so  that  daily  the  waiting  women  have  had  the  gospel 
preached  to  them.  I  will  give  you  a  few  items  from  their  daily 
reports.  I  require  these  that  I  may  see  that  they  cling  strictly  to 
the  Scripture.  The  temptation  to  the  women  is  to  read  some 
story  or  tract  instead  of  the  Bible.  Mrs.  Capron  was  very  careful 
about  this,  believing  fully  in  the  Scriptural  promise  that  God's 
Word  should  not  return  void;  and  she  said  nowhere  was  this 
promised  in  regard  to  men's  words. 

Parkium  writes:  "Every  patient  listen  quietly,  but  one  of 
the  patients  tried  her  best  so  that  she  could  not  hear  the  preaching. 
A  Mohammedan  woman  said  to  me,  'I  came  to  this  peaceful 
place  by  the  grace  of  God  and  help  of  you.'  A  Naidu  woman 
said,  *  O  Lord,  forgive  my  sins,  and  accept  me  in  thy  right  hand.' 
Another  woman  said,  *  I  must  receive  the  grace  of  God.' " 

Another  Bible-woman  gives  in  her  morning  report:  "Every 
patient  listen  except  two.  When  a  patient  spoke  against  the 
truth,  her  daughter,  about  twenty-five  years  old,  told  her  mother, 
*  We  have  had  the  love  of  God.  Christ,  he  suffered  for  us.  Can 
we  forget  him?'  Another  patient  told  me  that  she  would  not 
worship  the  sun." 

Elizabeth,  who  is  a  home  missionary  worker,  being  supported 
by  the  women  of  the  city,  writes,  "  One  of  the  patients,  a  Moham- 
medan woman,  told  me  that  she  vnll  not  inflame  the  god  from  this 
day."  A  curious  expression,  but  very  expressive,  is  it  not? 
Again  she  writes,  "  One  of  the  patients  (giving  her  name)  said  to 
me  that  she  believes  Jesus;  and  another  requested  me  to  teach 
her  the  song,  ^Kallumallaray,''  meaning  *the  instability  of  earthly 
things.' "  A  Christian  woman  spoke  one  morning,  and  she  writes: 
"  When  I  preached  to  the  patients  a^out  the  birth  and  the  resur- 
rection of  Christ,  one  of  the  old  Brahmin  women  said,  *  The  god 
whom  we  worship  will  not  give  the  comfort  to  us,  but  if  I  hear 
from  you,  your  words  comfort  me.  The  love  only  follows  us 
when  we  die.  I  spent  all  my  lifetime  in  the  world.  I  must  follow 
the  Christ  hereafter.'  She  praised,  and  said,  *He,  only,  gives  us 
the  glory  of  heaven.' " 

I  might  add  more,  but  my  letter  is  already  growing  too  long. 
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JAPAN. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  COLBY. 

We  can  give  onr  readers  no  better  idea  of  the  stress  of  work  in  Japan 
than  by  the  following  extracts  from  liias  Colby. 

...  I  HAVE  been  teaching  English  to  men  and  boys,  as  well  as  to 
women  and  girls.  In  June  I  had  in  the  neighborhood  of  three 
hundred  of  the  former  under  my  regular  instruction  in  different 
ways.  The  work  was  forced  upon  me.  .  .  .  Teaching  men  is  not 
hard  work.  I  have  had  teachers,  higher  policemen,  merchants, 
bankers,  and  students  all  come  to  learn,  and  they  have  treated  me 
most  politely,  even  deferentially.  Of  course  I  receive  a  great  many 
presents,  a  great  deal  being  Japanese  candy,  which  is  often  very 
beautiful  to  look  upon.  They  do  not  expect  to  hire  a  missionary, 
and  would  not  insult  me  by  offering  money  as  pay,  but  I  have  re- 
ceived considerable  for  missionary  purposes.  I  used  ten  yen 
(silver  dollars)  to  pay  traveling  expenses  on  missionary  trips,  in- 
stead of  di'awing  from  the  Board.  I  have  been  enabled  in  this 
way  to  help  four  struggling  churches,  and  to  put  our  Christian 
newspaper  into  the  railroad  stations.  Some  have  been  led  into 
the  churches,  and  all  have  heard  the  essential  truths  of  Christian- 
ity. I  have  had  many  very  strong  Buddhists  and  a  few  priests 
among  my  most  attentive  and  devoted  scholars.  ...  If  I  followed 
my  own  inclination,  I  would  spend  every  moment  in  work  for 
women ;  but  I  have  been  shown  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  through  the 
work  that  I  have  been  forced  into,  that  missionary  work  for  the 
world  must  inseparably  entwine  the  women's  work  with  the  men's, 
and  equally  the  men's  work  with  the  women's.  My  public  talks,  or 
lectures,  were  simply  my  woman's  meetings  enlarged ;  as  my  room 
became  over-crowded  I  had  to  go  into  the  preaching-place,  and 
then  the  men  asked  to  sit  behind  the  women  and  listen.  I  could 
not  refuse,  for  with  our  Lord's  Word  in  my  hand  I  knew  I  could 
give  them  better  than  they  could  get  anywhere  else,  and  also  many 
would  come  to  hear  me  who  would  not  attend  a  meeting  conducted 
by  a  Japanese.  It  is  no  harder  to  talk  to  a  mixed  audience  than 
to  women  when  one  gets  used  to  it.  A  missionary  is  very  much  like 
a  fireman  during  a  conflagration:  each  one  is  on  the  ground  to 
save  as  much  as  possible.  Sex,  as  well  as  every  other  thought,  is 
forgotten  as  each  presses  forward  to  save  the  human  souls  in  the 
flames.  It  matters  not  who  does  it  so  long  as  souls  are  saved,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  sit  down  and  argue  as  to  a  second  chance  after 
they  are  burned  up  this  time.  "  There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek, 
there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female; 
for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus." 
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I  became  terribly  tired,  but  it  was  distinctiyely  woman's  work 
that  exhausted  me  and  put  the  three  other  ladies  of  our  station 
on  their  backs.  The  Empress  advised  all  Japanese  ladies  to  adopt 
the  foreign  dress,  which  meant  a  rush  upon  the  missionaries,  and 
we  felt  it  was  too  good  a  chance  to  lose  for  winning  the  women. 
Every  article  of  apparel  had  to  be  shown  over  and  over  again,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  we  kept  our  kitchens  from  being  crowded. 
The  women  had  to  be  taught  from  the  very  foundation  of  every- 
thing, even  to  walk  in  their  new  shoes.  It  is  quite  impossible  for 
one  who  has  not  been  through  it  to  imagine  what  it  meant.  Fash- 
ion books  were  on  hand,  as  well  as  the  Chinamen  dressmakers 
from  stylish  Shanghai.  My  heart  is  weary  indeed  over  frill,  and 
ruffle,  and  band,  corsets,  bustles,  high-heeled,  pointed  shoes,  pa- 
godas for  hats,  and  other  monstrosities  in  dress.  We  try  to  teach 
a  better  way,  but  it  is  like  beating  back  the  tide ;  but  many  have 
been  led  through  the  door  of  dress  to  the  truth  and  love  of  Jesus. 

.  .  .  We  are  very  happy  over  the  kindness  of  the  Niigata  sta- 
tion in  giving  up  Miss  Poole  to  us.  I  thought  in  the  spring  I 
should  be  obliged  to  go  to  Niigata  to  help  keep  that  station  up, 
but  God  opened  the  hearts  of  friends  in  America.  It  was  utterly 
impossible  for  me  to  get  out  of  Osaka,  and  yet  it  seemed  impera- 
tive that  I  should  go.  Mrs.  Gulick's  health  is  such  that  she  must 
get  away,  and  the  work  is  crowding  upon  us  so  that  we  will  be 
forced  to  call  help  from  somewhere,  or  hand  it  over  to  the  Pres- 
byterians and  Episcopalians,  if  they  can  take  it.  There  is  the 
finest  girls'  school  in  Osaka  open  to  us;  as  if  the  Boston  High 
School  should  ask  a  Buddhist  to  become  one  of  its  teachers. 
I  thought  I  was  almost  crushed  with  the  other  work  planned  which 
cannot  be  given  up,  but  it  has  been  decided  that  I  must  manage 
this  somehow ;  it  is  too  good  a  chance  to  lose.  .  .  . 

I  sometimes  wonder  if  any  one  in  America  has  an  intelligent 
idea  of  the  work  we  are  trying  and  expected  to  do.  A  year  ago 
last  spring  Miss  Gardner  went  to  the  province  of  Ise,  and  well 
started  a  most  telling  work.  This  province  is  a  long  way  from 
Osaka.  Her  health,  which  had  been  imperiled  before,  broke  down 
under  the  severe  strain,  and  after  a  year  ago  last  July  she  was 
unable  to  do  any  work  for  the  Osaka  Station.  This  left  Miss 
Daughaday  and  me  to  face  a  great  work,  overwhelming  to  think 
of.  The  married  ladies  came  to  the  rescue,  although  each  had 
young  children  who  had  to  be  cared  for.  I  was  already  deep  in  a 
work,  and  alone  in  the  city  of  Saka.  Between  us  we  have  tried 
to  keep  up  a  work  in  the  cities  of  Nara,  and  Eishino  Wada,  besides 
the  industrial  girls'  and  boys*  schools  in  Osaka.  We  need  help 
more  than  I  can  express.    When  the  Gulicks  go,  which  they  ought 
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to  do  as  soon  as  possible,  Mr.  Allchin  will  be  left  alone  as  a 
preacher,  and  as  he  is  called  in  so  many  different  directions  he 
^ets  very  little  time  to  study  the  language.  The  foreign  liquor- 
sellers  are  conquering  Japan  as  well  as  America.  In  view  of  the 
hosts  of  evil  and  our  feeble  forces,  our  hearts  fail  us. 

I  never  dare  to  urge  people  to  come  to  Japan,  because  I  see  the 
evils  in  America  so  strongly ;  and  I  dare  not  call  one  true  worker, 
who  is  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  away  from  my  loved  country, 
and  we  do  not  want  any  other  kind  here.  Yet  I  feel  that  in  this 
foreign  missionary  work  the  Divine  law  holds,  as  in  everything 
else,  **  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive";  and  if  America 
withholds  her  hand  she  is  casting  her  blessing  from  her. 


•  •• 
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From  Miss  Woodhall,  of  Foochow,  China:  — 

OuB  medical  work  among  women  and  children  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. I  am  kept  very  busy.  One  day  it  is  a  call  to  a  distant 
pail;  of  the  city,  requiring  a  long  ride  in  a  sedan-chair;  another  day 
an  urgent  call  to  some  place  in  the  country,  to  save  the  life  of  some 
suffering  woman.  Such  a  call  cSime  last  week.  One  of  my  stu- 
dents made  ready  to  go  with  me  as  quickly  as  possible ;  but  after 
we  were  on  board  the  little  steam-launch,  and  thought  we  were 
fairly  on  our  way,  the  engine  suddenly  stopped.  They  said  some- 
thing was  broken,  and  we  must  wait  four  hours.  We  did  wait 
four  hours,  and  then  another  four  hours,  and  reached  out  destina- 
tion at  midnight.  There  were  no  sedan-chairs  at  that  time  of 
night,  so  we  had  to  walk.  The  student  with  me  was  a  Buddhist 
woman  with  bound  feet.  She  has  removed  the  bandages,  but 
they  are  still  poor  deformed  little  feet;  and  by  leaning  on  me  she 
managed  to  hobble  along.  We  stayed  two  days  attending  to  the 
patient  who  sent  for  us,  and  many  others  who  were  constantly 
coming  to  the  house  to  be  healed  by  the  foreign  lady. 

I  think  you  would  laugh  to  see  the  "ladies'  cabins '*  on  our 
boats;  they  are  little  closets.  At  first  I  thought  there  was  not 
room  for  two  to  sit;  but  when  we  came  back  there  was  another 
lady  passenger,  and  we  found  there  was  room  for  three,  our  Chi- 
nese friend  holding  a  baby  on  her  lap.  This  brought  us  very  near 
together;  but  we  talked  to  her  a  long  time  about  the  doctrine,  and 
if  the  truth  took  root  in  her  heart  it  will  richly  repay  the  weariness 
of  the  journey.  When  the  baby  became  too  restless  it  was  handed 
out  to  the  father,  in  the  men's  cabin.  The  lady  smoked  her  pipe ; 
but  when  the  student  told  her  it  was  disagreeable  to  rae,  she  put 
it  away  and  seemed  very  kind  and  polite. 


/ 


90  LIFE  AND  LIGHT, 

A  physician's  work  here  is  very  hard,  because  nearly  everything 
that  comes  to  us  is  serious  and  important,  while  the  busy  physi- 
cian at  home  has  many  calls  that  involve  little  or  no  anxiety.  In 
addition  to  our  work,  also,  we  must  be  constantly  struggling  with 
the  language,  so  that  strength  of  body  and  mind  are  greatly  taxed. 

But,  dear  friends,  we  know  you  are  praying  for  us,  and  that 
thought  often  gives  us  great  courage.  Mrs.  Baldwin  is  with  us 
again,  and  is  such  a  help  and  comfort.  She  has  often  spoken  of 
the  zeal  and  devotion  of  the  ladies  at  home.  She  noticed  a  great 
change  since  she  was  in  America  before.  God  bless  you,  dear 
home  workers.  We  know  how  earnestly  you  are  working  with  us 
in  this  cause,  and  God  will  help  us  all. 


From  Miss  Julia  Bissell,  of  Ahmednagar,  India:— 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  churches  in  our  mission  held  in 
Ahmednagar  every  October  are  just  over,  and  we  have  come  out 
to  Kolgaw,  the  principal  out-station  in  my  father's  district,  for  a 
week  of  quiet  and  of  writing.  In  my  mother's  absence,  it  falls  to 
my  sister  and  myself  to  go  with  the  B\ble-woman  to  meet  the 
village  women,  who  will  come  together  for  us  morning  and  evening. 

Yesterday  morning  I  had  my  first  experience  in  this  village 
work.  By  previous  appointment,  I  went  to  the  schoolhouse  in  the 
village  a  little  after  six  o'clock.  Several  Christian  women,  one 
or  two  Bible-women,  and  five  Ahmednagar  schoolgirls,  at  home  for 
vacation,  were  waiting  for  me,  and  we  went  inside  the  schoolroom 
to  sit  down  and  wait  for  the  audience  to  gather.  The  women 
came  in  from  the  neighboring  houses  one  after  another,  and  seated 
themselves  near  the  door.  Most  of  them  had  their  little  ones  in 
their  arms,  and  several  had  to  leave  the  room  before  our  talk  was 
over,  because  these  tiny  members  of  the  audience  saw  no  reason 
why  their  mothers  should  not  pay  special  attention  to  their  wants. 
These  mothers  were  neither  so  tidy  nor  so  intelligent  in  appear- 
ance as  many  that  would  be  found  in  the  worst  tenement-houses  of 
our  larger  American  cities.  I  looked  in  vain  in  their  faces  for  one 
that  should  speak  of  happiness,  or  even  cheerfulness  and  content, 
but  found -it  only  in  the  face  of  a  little  maiden  who  had  not  yet 
seen  twelve  months,  and  was  gleefully  pulling  at  her  mother's 
clothes  and  crooning  softly  to  herself.  With  one  exception  their 
faces  were  downcast;  most  of  them  saddened;  all  more  or  less 
stolid,  from  a  life  of  dreary  monotony. 

How  shall  I  get  near  to  these  women  and  speak  to  them,  so 
they  shall  not  feel  that  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed  between  us  ?  was 
the  thought  uppermost  in  our  minds.    I  read  to  them  the  story 
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of  Jesus  raising  to  life  the  son  of  the  widow  of  Nain.  The  story 
seemed  to  touch  them  a  little ;  but  that  they  had  or  could  have  any 
personal  interest  in  the  strange  man  who  could  give  back  the 
widowed  mother  her  son,  was  a  thing  most  difficult  to  impress 
upon  them.  It  is  not  strange  that  these  poor  women  do  not  listen 
better,  that  they  carry  away  so  little  with  them, —  so  different 
from  their  whole  lives,  so  much  at  variance  with  the  little  round 
of  tasks  that  make  up  their  days,  is  the  message  we  give  them. 
They  think  we  are  very  kind  to  come  and  talk  with  them,  to  read 
and  sing  to  them,  but  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  any  change  in  them- 
selves. The  schoolgirls  proved  a  real  help  in  the  singing,  and 
were  much  interested  in  the  meeting.  I  was  glad  to  have  them 
there.  When  our  girls  come  back  from  vacation  they  almost  always 
tell  of  going  with  their  mothers,  or  sisters,  or  the  Bible-women  to 
meet  the  women  of  their  villages,  and  of  helping  in  the  singing. 
They  all  seem  willing,  and  most  of  them  eager,  to  do  such  work  as 
they  can. 

From  Miss  Phelps,  Inanda,  South  Africa:  — 

We  have  just  completed  our  school  work  for  1887.  The  term 
closed  with  fort^-nine  boarders.  It  has  been  a  pleasant  term. 
The  girls  have  been  as  obedient  as  girls  in  general,  and  there  has 
been  nothing  specially  to  try,  perplex,  or  dishearten  us.  On  the 
other  hand  there  has  been  no -marked  advancement  in  intellectual 
or  moral  attainments.  A  number  of  those  who  seemed  so  earnest 
and  desirous  to  lead  Christian  lives  the  previous  term,  are  still 
pressing  on  in  the  good  way,  we  trust ;  others  seem  to  have  drifted 
back  into  an  indifferent  state.  A  few  give  us  much  joy  and  com- 
foi-t  by  their  earnest  endeavor  to  be  faithful  and  honest  every- 
where, whether  the  eye  of  a  teacher  is  upon  them  or  not;  but  the 
most  are  slow  to  learn  the  lesson  often  brought  to  their  attention, 
that  their  religion  should  be  as  manifest  in  their  work  and  study 
as  in  the  prayer-meeting. 

I  know  that  some  have  gone  to  their  homes  with  a  desire  and 
purpose  to  let  their  light  shine.  Our  daily  prayer  is  that  they 
may  be  "lights  in  the  world,"  and  that  they  may  be  saved  from 
yielding  to  the  temptation  to  follow  evil  customs  and  practices 
which  so  strongly  assail  the  girls  and  young  women  among  the  peo- 
ple. We  feel  anxious  for  the  best  of  them, —  for  those  who  clearly 
see,  and  whose  consciences  feel  the  sin  of  these  things, —  and  far 
more  for  those  whose  consciences  are  dull  to  the  sinfulness  of  sin 
in  many  forms.  The  most  sincere  Christians  among  our  girls  are  in 
great  danger,  for  moral  courage  and  perseverance  are  not  natural 
to  a  Zulu. 


... 
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You  have  heard  about  our  industrial  department.  We  hardly 
know  yet  whether  it  will  prove  a  success  financially  or  not ;  that 
is,  whether  the  crop  will  be  sufficiently  large  to  pay  for  the  labor 
that  must  be  hired  in  vacation,  and  for  the  board  of  the  many 
girls  who  cannot  pay  their  own.  As  a  training  for  the  girls  in 
habits  of  industi-y,  I  think  it  is  certainly  not  a  failure.  The  chief 
object  in  undertaking  it  was  to  reduce  the  expense  of  the  girls' 
food,  by  having  them  raise  much  of  it  themselves,  and  at  the  same 
time  provide  a  way  for  those  girls  who  cannot  bring  money,  to  earn 
something  toward  paying  for  the  privileges  they  enjoy.  .  .  . 

The  new  building  is  going  on  toward  completion,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  will  be  ready  for  occupation  at  the  time  we  shall 
want  it  in  February.  We  have  tried  to  interest  the  girls  in  earn- 
ing something  to  contribute  if  they  cannot  bring  money,  as  very 
few  of  them  can.  One  girl  who  comes  from  a  heathen  kraal 
brought  the  first  contribution, —  a  shilling  and  sixpence.  It  was  a 
good  deal  for  her,  for  it  is  very  difficult  for  her  to  get  money  to 
buy  her  clothes.  A  few  others  have  brought  a  little,  and  they 
have  earned  by  sewing,  and  in  some  other  ways,  about  two  pounds. 
They  have  helped,  too,  in  the  actual  work  of  the  building,  by 
bringing  a  great  many  buckets  of  water  on  their  heads  from  a 
stream  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  and  by  sifting  the  sand  used  in 
laying  the  cement  foundation. 

On  Saturday  of  each  week  all  who  wish,  work  an  hour  (outside 
the  regular  work-time)  for  a  penny  for  the  Sabbath  collection. 
Quite  a  number  are  very  regular  in  earning  their  pennies.  It  is 
noticeable  that  those  who  are  most  faithful  in  this  matter  are  the 
ones  who,  in  other  ways,  give  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of 
having  renewed  hearts.  It  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  a  few  tried 
to  earn  a  penny  each  week  during  their  last  vacation,  to  give  while 
at  their  homes. 


-♦♦♦- 


^prtw^«t, 
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SPECIAL  WORK   FOR   YOUNG   LADIES'    SOCIETIES    AND 

MISSION  CIRCLES. 

As  a  special  work  for  young  ladies'  societies  and  mission  circles 
we  wish  to  propose  an  addition  to  our  boarding  school  in  Bombay. 
We  are  asked  to  purchase  a  piece  of  land  not  far  from  the  mission 
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premises  in  that  city.  On  one  portion  of  it  it  is  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment will  build  a  dormitory  for  the  girls,  similar  to  the  one  recently 
erected  for  the  boys.  On  another  portion  is  a  bungalow,  which  it 
is  thought  can  be  made  into  a  suitable  dwelling-house  for  the  young 
ladies — Miss  Lyman  and  Miss  Millard  —  who  arrived  in  Bombay 
October  31st,  and  who  are  expected  eventually  to  take  charge  of 
the  school.  [An  account  of  the  welcome  they  received  is  given  on 
another  page.]  We  regret  that  we  have  not  at  present  a  schedule 
of  the  expense  of  different  parts  of  the  house,  but  we  shall  hope  to 
receive  it  in  due  time.  We  wish  to  ask  the  young  ladies  to  give  us 
a  thousand  dollars  toward  the  land,  and  a  thousand  for  finishing 
and  furnishing  the  rooms  in  the  house.  We  do  not  wish  by  any 
means  to  limit  their  gifts  to  this  small  sum.  We  hope  that  those 
who  contributed  to  the  building  for  the  training  school  for  nurses 
in  E!ioto,  Japan,  will  wish  to  continue  their  donations  for  the 
running  expenses  of  the  school,  amounting  this  year  to  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars;  we  wish  to  ask  also  for  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  dispensary  work  in  Madura,  India,  and  three  hun- 
dred  for  medicines  and  other  necessities  in  the  dispensary  in  Tung- 
cho,  China.  From  the  mission  circles  we  wish  to  ask  for  a  thou- 
sand dollars  toward  the  building,  to  be  used  for  doors,  windows, 
etc.,  and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  twelve  hundred  feet  of  land 
at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  foot.  Years  ago  there  was  an  East 
India  Company  that  was  anything  but  favorable  to  missionary 
work;  and  now  may  we  not  form  an  East  India  Land  Company 
among  our  wide-awake  boys  and  girls  which  shall  be  of  real  ser- 
vice to  the  school,  which  is  a  constantly  increasing  power  for  good 
in  the  city  of  Bombay.  The  membership  fee  may  be  five  dollars 
for  the  purchase  of  forty  feet  of  land,  or  a  portion  of  the  building, 
and  any  mission  circle  or  individual  who  gives  that  sum  may  have 
a  name  enrolled  in  the  company,  or  as  a  "  Bombay  land  owner." 

We  trust  that  all  our  young  ladies'  societies  and  leaders  of 
mission  circles  will  enter  into  this  work  with  the  zeal  and  energy 
of  former  years,  and  the  amount  will  be  quickly  and  surely  raised. 

We  have  received  the  following  sketch  of  the  school  from  Bev.  Dr.  Fair- 
bank,  for  more  than  forty  years  a  missionary  in  India. 

Hatfield,  Mass.,  Jan.  26,  1888. 

Deab  Life  and  Light:  It  warms  my  heart  this  bitterly  cold 
morning  to  learn  that  the  Woman's  Board  has  decided  to  furnish 
the  means  for  buying  another  house  lot  in  Bombay,  in  order  to 
provide  homes  for  the  young  ladies  who  have  lately  joined  the 
Bombay  Mission,  and  for  the  girls  who  are  boarders,  attending  the: 
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Mission  High  School.  My  Indian  home  and  work  were  among  the 
villages  of  the  Deccan,  but  my  sympathies  and  responsibilities 
were  also  engaged  in  the  work  at  Bombay;  and  while  there  last 
September,  on  my  way  to  this  country,  I  went  and  looked  at  the 
place  on  the  Bellasis  Koad  which  had  been  selected  for  the  new 
homes  and  the  new  church,  and  I  gave  my  approval  of  the  plan 
and  the  selection.  The  place  will  furnish  sites  for  the  three  build- 
ings. The  part  which  the  Woman's  Board  will  pay  for  will  supply 
the  sites  for  the  homes.  The  part  for  the  site  of  the  church  will 
be  paid  for  separately.  I  did  not  measure  the  distance  between 
this  new  centre  for  life  and  light  and  the  one  which  has  been 
living  and  shining  these  many  years  in  BycuUa,  but  I  think  it  must 
be  about  three  furlongs.  The  new  centre  is  nearly  west  from  the 
old  one,  and  is  between  the  densely  settled  Hindu  quarter  of  New 
Nagpada  and  the  newer  Hindu  quarter,  which,  beginning  near  the 
Byculla  Railway  station,  is  rapidly  spreading  to  the  west  and  north, 
across  the  Flats. 

Miss  Millard  and  Miss  Lyman  were  about  to  sail  from  this  coun- 
try when  I  left  Bombay.  We  were  all  prospered  in  our  voyages ; 
and  although  I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  in  Eng- 
land, I  was  glad  to  hear  of  their  arrival  in  Bombay  on  the  31st  of 
October. 

There  is  a  house  on  the  lot,  which,  if  repaired  will  do  for  their 
residence.  But  I  hope  that  the  means  will  be  provided  for  build- 
ing a  new  house  instead  of  it.  If  it  were  taken  down,  the  mate- 
rials would  be  all  available  in  building  a  more  convenient  house 
on  a  higher  foundation.  It  is  in  that  part  of  Bombay  which  was 
formerly  called  "  The  Flats.**  Before  the  sea-wall,  with  its  broad 
levee,  which  is  called  "  The  Yellard,"  was  built,  the  sea-wafcer  used 
to  come  in  at  high-tides  and  flow  over  the  Flats.  So  the  land  there 
was  low,  and  would  have  been  much  improved  by  raising  the  sur- 
face with  soil  brought  from  a  distance.  It  was  not  done  when  the 
Flats  were  first  used  for  building-sites.  And  this  house,  like  the 
rest,  was  built  on  a  foundation  but  little  raised  above  the  old  level 
which  used  to  be  overflowed  at  high-tide.  The  Bellasis  Road, 
which  bounds  the  lot  on  the  south,  has  been  filled  and  raised  three 
or  four  feet  above  its  old  level;  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  land 
in  the  lot  should  be  raised  also.  At  least,  the  foundations  of  the 
buildings  we  erect  there  should  be  raised. 

The  second  building  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  there  is  a 
"Dormitory  for  the  Girls'-  of  the  boarding  school.  I  think  that 
it  should  be  called  their  Home,  as  they  will  occupy  it  all  the  time 
when  out  of  school,  and  will  cook  and  eat,  as  well  as  sleep  in  it, 
and  also  because  the  young  ladies  in  charge  will  make  it  a  home  for 
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them.  At  present  they  live  in  a  house  which  was  built  for  the 
parsonage,  and  which  was  the  residence  of  Pastor  Yishnupant. 
The  present  pastor  lives  in  another  house.  The  paraonage  is  half 
a  mile  away  from  the  school  and  the  mission  house.  The  girls 
are  in  charge  of  **  a  very  sensible  and  excellent  woman,  who  has 
been  most  faithful  and  painstaking."  Under  her  care  the  arrange- 
ment has  worked  satisfactorily,  but  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
were  the  girls'  home  on  the  same  premises  with  the  home  of  their 
missionary  teacher, 

The  boys  who  belong  to  the  boarding  school  live  in  "a  very 
convenient  and  well-built  dormitory,"  situated  on  the  same  prem- 
ises with  the  schoolhouse.  It  was  built  four  years  ago,  "with  money 
which  was  contributed  for  the  most  part  by  friends  in  Bombay." 
Part  of  the  money  was  given  as  a  grant  by  government.  I  find 
that  it  is  understood  in  Boston  that  money  for  building  the  home 
for  the  girls  will  be  provided  in  a  similar  way,  without  asking  help 
from  this  country.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  not  informed  of  what 
has  been  done  in  this  matter  since  I  left  India,  and  that  I  cannot 
assure  you  that  this  understanding  is  correct. 

The  third  house  which  should  be  built  at  this  new  centre  of 
mission  work  in  Bombay  is  a  church-building.  The  proposed  site 
for  it  adjoins  that  which  has  been  selected  for  the  new  mission 
house  and  the  girls'  home.  The  population  of  Bombay  has  greatly 
increased  since  the  present  church-building  was  erected.  Its  vicin- 
ity has  been  more  and  more  occupied  by  Mussulmans,  till  it  has 
become  essentially  a  Mahommedan  quarter  of  the  city.  The 
church  is  five  furlongs  distant  from  the  present  mission  premises. 
The  residences  of  the  members  of  the  church  are  also  from  half  a 
mile  to  a  mile  or  more  away  from  the  church,  and  they  are  all  in 
those  parts  of  the  city  which  lie  W.  N.  W.  to  N.  from  the  church. 
A  central  spot  would  be  between  the  present  and  the  proposed  mis- 
sion premises,  but  no  suitable  spot  in  that  locality  is  obtainable. 
Mr.  Hume  long  cherished  the  hope  that  the  lot  which  joins  the 
mission  house  and  school  premises  on  the  north  might  be  secured 
for  the  church.  But  it  has  been  taken  for  a  new  street.  The 
members  of  the  church  approve  of  the  site  on  the  **  Bellasis  Road." 
It  is  next  to  the  lot  on  which  the  homes  of  the  missionary  ladies 
and  the  schoolgirls  will  be  located.  There  may  be  delay  in  erect- 
ing the  new  church,  for  land  and  materials  are  dear  in  Bombay, 
and  the  members  of  the  church  are  poor.  The  two  or  three  of 
them  who  are  regarded  as  well  off  by  the  rest,  would  be  called  poor 
here.  I  think  that  the  one  who,  being  a  government  officer,  is 
best  off,  has  an  income  of  two  hundred  rupees  a  month,  and  that, 
owing  to  the  depreciated  value  of  the  rupee,  gives  only  $850  for  a 
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year.  Their  pastor  receives  Hs.  60  a  month,  and  that  amounts  to- 
$250  a  year.  The  rupee  has  a  somewhat  variable  value,  but  is. 
now  worth  between  34  and  35  cents.  They  are  well  trained  in  giv- 
ing and  in  Christian  work,  and  will  do  their  best  in  contributing 
for  the  new  church.  But  their  best  will  be  only  a  small  part  of  the 
sum  required. 

A  school  for  Christian  children  was  begun  by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Hume 
at  Byculla,  Bombay,  in  1876.  It  was  at  first  taught  in  her  house ; 
but  in  the  course  of  a  year  the  attendance  increased  to  40,  and  it 
was  removed  to  a  schoolroom.  At  the  end  of  1877  some  Christian 
boys  were  taken  as  boarders.  The  boys  paid  Hs.  5  each,  and  did 
all  the  work  of  the  school  except  the  cooking.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  Mrs.  Hume's  Boarding  School.  For  some  years  the 
boys  lived  in  the  lower  rooms  of  the  mission  house,  while  the 
family  lived  in  the  upper  story.  This  boarding  school  has  been  in 
some  things  connected  with  the  day  school  for  Christiaii  children, 
and  in  some  things  it  has  been  kept  separate.  Both  were  restricted 
to  the  instruction  of  Christian  children  only,  and  they  were  taught 
by  faithful  Christian  teachers. 

But  in  1879  an  incident  occurred  by  which  a  Brahman  boy^ 
became  a  member  of  the  school.  The  schoolroom  for  the  younger 
children  was  upon  the  street.  ^'One  day  a  Brahman  who  was 
passing  was  attracted  by  the  singing  of  the  children,  and  stopped 
to  listen.  He  was  surprised  to  see  a  fine-looking  young  woman 
teaching,  and  after  watching  for  a  time  from  the  street,  he  asked 
permission  to  come  in.  Then  he  wrote  on  a  slate,  asking  the- 
teacher  who  her  husband  was,  and  if  he  approved  of  her  engaging^ 
in  this  work.  She  replied  that  she  had  no  objection  to  answering 
his  questions  without  writing;  that  she  was  not  married;  that  her 
father  was  formerly  a  Brahman,  but  after  becoming  a  Christian 
had  married  a  Christian  wife, —  and  that  he  approved  of  her  teach- 
ing. The  man  said  he  had  never  seen  such  a  school,  nor  heard 
such  things,  but  he  would  like  to  send  his  brother, —  a  boy  of  ten 
or  twelve  years  old.  He  was  told  that  it  was  a  school  for  Christian 
children,  and  that  they  were  taught  the  Bible,  with  the  hope  that 
they,  too,  would  become  Christians.  He  said  he  did  not  object  to 
this,  and  would  send  the  boy  if  we  would  admit  him.  The  boy 
came,  and  continued  in  school  for  six  months,  although  x>er8ecuted 
for  attending  a  Christian  school,  and  doing  as  he  was  taught  there." 
But  having  been  found  abusing  some  idols,  he  was  taken  away, 
and  sent  no  one  knows  where.  At  the  end  of  1880,  though  thera 
were  none  but  Christian  children  in  the  school,  their  number  was 
twice  as  large  as  in  1879,  and  the  small,  unsuitable  accommoda- 
tions caused  many  **  annoyances  and  trials." 
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At  the  end  of  1881,  Mr.  Hume  wrote  that  ''our  day  school  for 
Christian  children  has  been  a  constantly  increasing  care  and 
delight.  On  the  first  of  October  we  took  possession  of  the  beauti- 
ful and  convenient  schoolhouse  which  we  had  long  needed.  We  have 
had  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  number  of  pupils,  which  at 
the  end  of  the  year  amounts  to  nearly  one  hundred.  This  is  a 
larger  number  than  we  planned  for  when  the  new  schoolhouse 
was  first  thought  of,  and  we  shall  soon  need  to  enlarge.'' 

A  picture  of  the  school  and  of  the  scholars,  from  a  photograph, 
will  bo  found  on  another  page,  and  in  the  crowd,  Shewantibai, 
daughter  of  Pastor  Yishnupant,  who  was  a  teacher  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  school  till  she  was  married,  in  September,  1882.  She 
was  ''always  a  most  faithful  and  valuable  worker."  She  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Bombay,  but  at  the  southern  end  of  the  city,  in 
Colaba,  four  miles  away  from  the  school  in  Byculla.  There  she  has 
established  and  sustained  a  school,  which  has  attained  a  great  rep- 
utation, so  that  many  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  highest  rank  in 
Bombay  attend  the  examinations.  At  the  examination  last  year 
Judge  Birdwood,  of  the  High  Court,  distributed  the  prizes.  The 
story  of  her  receiving  Rs.  3,000  for  this  school  from  the  Gayakawad, 
the  king  of  Baroda,  is  worth  telling.  The  Gayakawad  wished  to 
secure  photographs  of  his  queen  and  the  other  ladies  in  his  haranij 
but  was  unwilling  to  have  a  male  photographer  see  them.  He 
learned  that  Shewantibai  was  skillful  in  the  art,  and  invited  her  to 
come  to  Baroda  and  photograph  the  ladies.  She  went,  and  suc- 
ceeded so  admirably  that  he  was  greatly  delighted,  and  gave  her  Hs. 
3,000  for  her  school,  besides  valuable  presents  for  herself. 

There  are  also  the  faces  of  Malanbai  Kukade  and  Mary  Kalokhe, 
two  girls  who  in  1884  completed  their  eight  years  of  study  in  this 
school,  and  then  went  up  for  the  University  Matriculation  Exami- 
nation, and  passed  that  examination  successfully.  It  is  not  a  sham 
examination,  as  is  evident  when  hundreds  of  candidates,  sent  up 
by  their  teachers  with  the  expectation  that  they  will  pass,  are 
"  plucked,"  and  fail  to  pass.  These  girls  were,  "  with  two  excep- 
tions, the  first  native  girls  in  the  Bombay  Presidency  who  passed 
the  Matriculation  Examination.  They  were  the  first  who  went  up 
in  the  native  dress." 

In  1885  there  were  140  scholars  in  this  school,  of  whom  44  were 
boarders ;  of  these,  22  were  boys  and  22  were  giris.  In  1886  there 
was  an  attendance  of  121  day  scholars  and  61  boarders ;  21  of  the 
boarders  were  boys  and  30  were  girls. 

In  1883  the  boys  who  were  boarders  began  to  live  in  the  "very 
convenient  and  well-built  dormitory  which  had  been  erected  with 
money  contributed,  for  the  most  part,  by  friends  in  Bombay.  At 
last  they  had  a  permanent  and  suitable  home." 
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But  the  ^irls  who  are  boarders  are  still  without  a  suitable 
home.  For  some  six  years  they  lived  at  "  the  house  of  Mr. 
Shahuraw  Kukade,  under  the  care  of  his  wife."  But  owing  to 
lack  of  room  there,  a  part  of  the  girls  were  accommodated  at  the 
pastor's  house.  In  June,  1884,  they  were  all  removed  to  the  old 
parsonage ;  and  although  the  accommodations  there  were  unsuit- 
able and  insufficient,  so  that  many  were  '^  turned  away  for  want  of 
room,  they  were  most  wisely  and  faithfully  cared  for  by  Balubai, 
the  efficient  matron."  In  writing  about  this,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Hume 
adds  that  **  a  suitable  building  for  the  girls'  dormitory  is  one  of 
our  greatest  needs,  and  would  enable  us  to  carry  on  our  work  far 
better."  It  will  rejoice  her  heart  to  know  that  Misses  Millard  and 
Lyman  are  to  have  a  home  on  Bellasis  Koad ;  that  a  home  will  also 
be  built  for  the  girls  who  are  boarders  on  the  same  premises. 

Hoping  that  these  few  items  of  information  about  the  school, 
and  the  great  need  there  is  of  the  home,  which  the  Woman's  Board 
has  undertaken  to  provide,  will  help  in  securing  the  contributions 
necessary  to  its  purchase,  I  am.      Yours  in  Christian  Work, 

S.  B.  Faibbank. 
•%» 
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THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

BY  MRS.  S.  B.  CAPBON. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  was  held  in  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Boston,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  January  11th  and  12th.  One  hundred  and  seventy 
delegates  were  in  attendance.  The  church  was  filled  during  all 
the  sessions.  Careful  preparations  were  revealed  in  decorations, 
music,  and  excellent  collations.  Sunshine  made  the  cold  more 
endurable,  whilj^  greetings  on  every  side  were  cheering.  The 
devotional  meeting  on  Wednesday  morning  was  led  by  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Giddings,  of  the  Berkshire  Branch. 

The  regular  session  commenced  at  two  o'clock,  Mrs.  Albert 
Bowker  presiding.  In  a  few  well-chosen  words  she  alluded  to 
the  first  meeting,  when  there  were  only  two  organizations,  and 
how,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  hundreds  of  co-workers  have  joined 
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the  ranks,  an^  now  there  is  indeed  a  great  host.  Appropriate 
selections  of  Scripture  were  followed  by  prayer  by  Mrs.  Capron 
and  by  Miss  Q,  S.  Oilman.  The  annual  report  was  then  read  by 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Pralt)  of  Boston.  It  was  a  paper  of  great  ability,  and 
her  happy  thought  of  representing  each  mission  station  as  coming 
up  before  us  with  its  deputation  and  banner, Vas  in  itself  an  in- 
spiration. Wa  heard  the  voices  of  all  nations  declaring  in  praise 
to  God,  **  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,  and  m  the  name  of  our 
God,  we  will  set  up  our  banners.  The  Lord  fulfill  all  thy  peti- 
tions.'* We  ussure  our  readers  that  there  is  much  in  store  for 
them  in  botl;  tfie  papers  presented  by  the  gifted  writer. 

There  are  112  missionaries  and  132  Bible-women  supported  by 
the  Woman' 9  Board. 

Such  facts  as  that  «ight  nationalities  are  now  to  be  found  in  the 
Constantinople  Home,  and  that  Japan  is  verifying  the  prediction 
that  ^*  a  nation  shall  be  born  in  a  day,"  will  impress  the  claims  of 
the  foreign  missionary  work  upon  the  thoughtful  mind. 

Miss  H,  W.  May,  Assistant  Treasurer,  presented  the  Treasurer's 
report.  The  receipts  for  the  year  have  been  $123,220.45.  A  mes- 
sage of  sympathy  was  sent  to  the  beloved  Treasurer,  Miss  Emma 
Carruth.  The  veteran  missionary.  Miss  Maria  A.  West,  then 
addressed  the  audience,  truthfully  saying  that  the  work  of  thirty- 
five  years  could  not  be  compressed  into  twenty  minutes.  She 
gave  a  rapid  survey  of  the  whole  Turkey  field,  noting  changes  that 
had  passed  under  her  personal  observation,  and  paying  tribute  to 
daughters  of  the  Orient  who  had  rendered  good  service  in  return 
for  the  blessings  bestowed  upon  them.  The  morning  exercises 
were  closed  by  reports  from  State  Branches. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  by  further  reports  from  State 
Branches. 

Then  followed  the  second  paper,  by  Mrs.  S.  B.  Pratt,  entitled, 
"A  Twenty  Years'  Review."  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  selection 
jfrom  the  riches  of  fact,  illustration,  and  comparison  with  which 
this  contribution  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion  was  filled.  A  sin- 
gle sentence  must  be  allowed.  The  sum  total  of  money  paid  into 
the  treasury  has  been  $1,553,709,  which  is  less  than  the  cost  of  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel.  The  one  road  is  less  than  five  miles  long;  the 
other  reaches  from  earth   to  heaven. 

.  Mrs.  F.  E.  Band,  of  the  Micronesian  Mission,  gave  many  facts 
concerning  the  people  among  whom  she  has  lived  for  thirteen 
years,  thus  increasing  our  sympathy  for  the  Christians  of  those 
islands,  who  are  now  under  fire  of  persecution. 

Further  reports  of  State  Branches  followed. 

We  were  then  invited  to  see  the  missionary  Mrs.  A.  H.  Smith 
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receive  a  visit  from  her  Chinese  friends,  represented  by  Miss  Emily 
Hartwell  and  Mrs.  Smith's  little  daughter.  Tea  was  served,  and 
various  methods  of  entertaining  such  callers  were  illustrated. 
A  hymn  was  sung  in  Chinese,  which  ended  the  typical  visit. 

Reports  from  State  Branches  were  followed  by  an  address  from 
Mrs.  Schneider,  so  well  known  in  connection  with  her  valuable 
work  in  Constantinople. 

In  the  evening,  instead  of  a  public  meeting,  a  reception  was 
given  in  the  parlors  of  the  Central  Church.  Brief  speeches  were 
made  by  Secretary  Clark,  Secretary  Alden,  Secretary  Judson  Smith, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Strong. 

THURSDAY. 

The  gatherings  of  this  bright  day  were  opened  by  the  devo- 
tional meeting  led  by  Miss  E.  S.  Oilman,  President  of  the  Eastern 
Connecticut  Branch. 

After  selections  from  Scripture  by  the  President,  prayer  was 
offered  by  Miss  Edwards,  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary.  Then  came 
greetings  from  other  Boards.  Mrs.  Dr.  Gracey,  of  Buffalo,  repre- 
sented the  115,000  women  of  the  Methodist  Church  who  are  eai*nest 
in  this  same  work. 

Miss  Clark,  Treasurer  of  the  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
then  brought  greetings  from  30,000  women  connected  with  their 
work  for  other  lands. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  the  Pacific ;  and  later  on.  Miss  M.  D.  Wingate,  Secretary 
of  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Interior,  brought  greetings  and 
words  of  cheer.. 

The  programme  for  this  occasion  was  varied  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  ladies  connected  with  colleges  and  seminaries  for  women, 
who  were  to  illustrate  the  relation  of  these  institutions  to  woman's 
work  for  woman  during  the  last  twenty  years.  Bradford  Academy 
was  opened  in  1803,  and  leads  the  van  by  the  precious  names  of 
Harriet  Newell  and  Ann  Haseltine.  Miss  Annie  E.  Johnson,  the 
principal,  outlined  the  methods  of  work  now  being  carried  on  by 
the  young  ladies,  and  beautifully  closed  her  address  by  expressing 
the  desire  that  at  the  close  of  the  century,  Bradford  Academy  might 
furnish  those  whose  names  shall  be  forever  hallowed  as  are  those 
who  shone  at  the  beginning. 

Miss  Nancy  Jones,  a  colored  graduate  of  Fisk  University,  ap-  • 
pointed  to  East  Central  Africa  under  the  Woman's  Board  of  the 
Interior,  gave  a  brief  account  of  her  home  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  the 
influence  upon  her  of  a  teacher  of  missionary  spirit,  and  the  im- 
pressions upon  her  mind  received  at  Fisk  Univeraity. 
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Abbott  Academy  was  represented  by  a  paper  from  her  principal, 
Miss  McKeen,  whose  absence  was  regretted.  It  was  read  by  Mrs. 
Professor  Mead,  of  Oberlin.  This  institution  has  sent  forth  thirty 
pupils  to  mission  fields. 

Mrs.  Kate  P.  Williams,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  Constanti- 
nople Home,  now  sixteen  years  old,  gave  many  interesting  facts 
which  showed  that  the  high  hopes  in  which  this  school  for  women 
was  founded  are  being  realized. 

Miss  Mary  C.  Enox,  of  Wellesley  College,  riveted  the  attention 
of  the  audience  as  she  portrayed  the  qualifications  of  the  college- 
bred  graduate  to  meet  the  demands  upon  her  in  missionary  work. 
Seventeen  graduates  are  now  thus  engaged. 

Mrs.  Capron,  of  the  Madura  Mission,  made  a  brief  address. 
Miss  Child  read  a  letter  from  Miss  Lyman,  recently  arrived  at 
Bombay,  India,  and  announced  the  plan  for  raising  money  to 
erect  a  new  school-building  in  that  city.  Thus  closed  the  morn- 
ing session. 

The  afternoon  duties  and  privileges  were  opened  by  choosing 
officers  and  business. 

Mount  Holyoke  Seminary  has  long  held  an  honored  place  in  our 
hearts.  The  names  of  Mary  Lyon  and  Fidelia  Fisk,  and  the  fact 
that  it  has  furnished  one  fifth  of  the  missionaries  now  abroad,  had 
prepared  the  audience  to  welcome  Miss  Anna  C.  Edwards,  the 
principal,  and  her  address  commanded  the  attention  and  sympathy 
freely  accorded. 

She  was  followed  by  Dr.  M.  A.  Holbrook,  a  former  pupil,  who 
gave  account  of  her  medical  work  in  North  China. 

Smith  College  was  represented  by  Mrs.  Marie  F.  Kapp,  who,  in 
a  genial  manner,  credited  college  girls  with  responsive  hearts  and 
readiness  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  their  times.  Two  graduates 
have  gone  to  foreign  fields.  Systematic  work  is  carried  on  in  the 
college  with  reference  to  gaining  information  and  giving. 

Mrs.  Susan  A.  Wheeler,  so  well  known  in  connection  with  the 
Eastern  Turkey  Mission,  represented  Euphrates  College,  with  its 
200  members  and  60  girls,  and  left  an  impression  of  the  light  sown 
all  over  that  Empire  by  the  faithful  service  of  missionaries  and 
their  helpers.     A  letter  from  Miss  Emily  Wheeler  was  read. 

Miss  E.  H.  Stanwood  did  well  to  remind  us  of  the  good  old 
Ipswich  Seminary,  which  has  given  to  the  Woman's  Board  its  only 
President  for  twenty  years,  and  who  wears  as  its  laurels  such 
names  as  Mrs.  Cowles,  Mrs.  Z.  P.  Grant  Bannister,  and  even  claims 
Mary  Lyon,  as  it  has  a  right  to  do. 

Miss  A.  Ellen  Stanton  represented  Wheaton  Seminary,  Norton, 
and  was  followed  by  a  graduate.   Miss  Emily  S.   Hartwell,   of 
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Foochow,  China,  who  presented  her  chosen  field  in  an  earnest 
manner,  and  begged  us  to  be  patient  for  China. 

Miss  A.  H.  Bradshaw,  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  was  introduced  as  a 
lady  under  appointment. 

Finally  we  listened  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Closson,  who  leaves  in 
Febniary  for  the  Western  Turkey  Mission.  She  gave  us  illustra- 
tions of  the  results  of  educational  work,  and  made  mention  of  the 
anxiety  occasioned  by  the  recent  edict  of  the  Sultan. 

The  President  added  an  impressive  incident  connected  with  the 
first  annual  meeting,  which  we  hope  may  be  given  in  full;  and  Mrs.. 
S.  H.  Leeds,  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  closed  with  prayer. 

The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Worcester,  in  January, 
1889. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

MBS.    SUSAN  W.    TYLEB. 

» 

[By  Mrs.  A.  B.  Robbins,  of  Adams,  South  Africa.] 

Died,  at  Umsunduzi,  Natal,  South  Africa,  Nov.  17,  1887,  Mrs, 
Susan  W.  Tyler. 

A  beautiful  earthly  life  has  closed.  An  earnest,  devoted 
worker  has  been  taken  from  her  labors  among  the  native  people 
of  the  Natal  Mission,  and  from  a  mourning  and  already  weakened, 
band  of  missionary  associates.  The  light  has  gone  out  of  the 
home  where  her  missionary  friends  will  so  miss  her  loving  pres- 
ence, and  a  large  circle  of  English  friends  her  kind  and  generous 
hospitality.  The  Woman's  Board  has  lost  one  of  its  most  able 
and  useful  laborers, —  one  among  the  earliest  to  be  supported  after 
its  organization,  in  1868.  She  was  present  at  meetings  in  that 
"upper  room,"  and  helped  by  words  of  wisdom  in  its  plans.  She 
has  always  been  an  interested  reader  of  Life  and  Light,  her 
ready  pen  not  infrequently  contributing  to  its  pages. 

Our  dear  Mrs.  Tyler  fell  asleep  and  entered  into  eternal  life 
and  light,  at  her  Umsunduzi  home,  as  the  sunlight  began  to  dawn 
on  the  dark  world  on  tlie  morning  of  November  17th,  and  was 
followed  to  the  gi-ave  by  many  friends  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th. 
A  large  company  of  both  Christian  and  heathen  natives  gathered 
at  the  burial,  coming  from  a  distance  in  the  surrounding  region, 
and  from  her  old  Esidumbini  station.  It  was  pathetic  to  see  one 
old  heathen  man,  the  day  after  the  funeral,  come  weeping  that 
he  had  not  received  word  in  time  for  him  to  take  a  last  look  at  his 
dear  teacher's  face  and  mourn  at  her  burial.  The  natives  sang 
one  hymn  at  the  chapel  and  one  at  the  grave^  both  her  own  trans- 
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lations,  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  pleasant  little  cemetery 
near  by,  where  three  children  of  missionaries  have  been  buried. 

Her  illness  commenced,  rather  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  a^o, 
with  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  She  rallied  for  a  time,  and  hopes 
were  entertained  that  she  might  work  on  yet  longer,  or  if  not,  to  be 
permitted  to  accomplish  her  cherished  desire  of  going  to  the  home- 
land. But  when  it  was  evident  that  this  was  not  to  be,  with  char- 
acteristic cheerfulness  she  said,  "It  is  all  right."  During  the 
last  weeks  of  her  illness  she  had  such  a  sweet  sense  of  assurance, 
because  of  her  perfect  belief  and  trust  in  Christ,  that  "  peace,  per- 
fect peace  "  was  her  motto.  She  loved  to  talk  of  Christ  and  his 
nearness,  and  spoke  much  of  Bible  study.  Her  room  was  cheery, 
bright,  and  the  centre  of  joy  and  peace. 

While  we  mourn  the  loss  of  such  a  friend  and  fellow-worker, 
we  rejoice  in  her  bright  example,  praying  that  her  mantle  may 
fall  upon  us  with  a  double  portion  of  the  spirit  which  actuated 
her,  and  that  the  seed  sown  by  her  in  prayer  and  labor  for  the 
people,  may  grow  up  into  an  abundant  harvest.  In  her  long  mis- 
sionary  life  she  was  permitted  to  see  many  spiritual  children;  and 
many,  we  doubt  not,  were  waiting  for  her  at  the  gate  of  the  city 
as  she  entered  in. 


WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF   MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from,  December  18  to  December  31, 1887. 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Treasurer. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 

Haverhill,—  Young    Ladies' 
Soc'y,  $35  00 

Total,  $35  00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

-4m/ier«*.— First  Cong.  Ch.,  $100 

Andoverand  Wobum Branch.— 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Andover,  Aux.,  $193.75;  Bil- 
lerica,  Willing  Workers,  $5; 
Maple  wood,  Anx.,  $12.50; 
Stoneham,  Ladies'  Prayer 
and  M.  C,  of  wh.  $25  const. 
EL.  M.  Miss  Adaline  Richard- 
son, $35;  Wakefield,  Aux., 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M's 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Wood,  Mrs. 
Calliope  Vaitse,  $27;  West 
Medford,  Morning  Star  M.  C, 
$10,  283  25 

Ham,p8hire^  Co.  Branch.— ^\%s 
I.G.Oarke,Treas.  Northamp- 
ton, First  Ch.,  Junior  Aux., 
$75,  M.  B.,  $30,  105  00 


Middlesex  Union  Conf.  Asso.- 
Mrs-.  A.  11.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Concord  Aux.,  $8  30 

Suffolk  Branch.— Miss  M.  1?. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  C.  H. 
P.,  $1,  Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  L. 
D.  Watson,  $38,  Central  Ch., 
Aux.,  $126;  Cambridge,  Shep- 
ard  Memorial  Ch.,  Bertha  M. 
Smith's  Savings  Bank  Fund, 
$22.89;  Cambridgeport,  Pros- 

gect  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $122.94, 
earers  of  Glad  Tidings,  $5; 
Dorchester,  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
$97.57;  Hyde  Park,  Aux.,  $53; 
Medfleld,  Morning  Glories,  60 
cts. ;  Newton,  Aux.,  $240; 
Roxbury,  Eliot  Ch.,  Aux.,  85; 
Somcrville,  Prospect  Hill  Ch., 
Aux.,  $37,  749  00 

West  Cummington.—  Mrs.  R. 
P.  W,  Baldwin,  t  00 

Webster.— First  Cong.  Ch.  and 
Soc'y,  24  86 


Total, 


$1,172  41 
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OONNBOTICSUT. 

Kew  Haven  Branch,— Hiiw  J. 
Twining.  Treas.  Kent,  Miss 
Mary  A.  Uopson,  const.  L.  M. 
Elizabeth  Crane  Porter,  $25  00 

Scttico.—M\%%  Sarah  E.  Stone,  2  40 
Stamfford.— Mrs.  Anay  Downes,  1  00 
Windsor  Locks.— A  Friend,  4  40 


Total, 


NEW  TOBK. 
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Fredonia.—  Miss  M.  J.  Stevens, 
$5,  A  Friend,  $1,  $6  00 


Total, 

OHIO. 


•6  00 


Pomeroi/.— Ladies'Miss'ySoc'y, 
Welsh  Cong.  Ch.,  $9  00 

CedarvUle.'-Mxa,  J.  W.  McMil- 
lan, 3  80 


Total, 


$12  80 


MIOHIOAN. 

Orand  Ledge*— Vtn,  E.  T.  Hoi- 
comb,  $2  60 

Total,  $2  60 

KANSAS. 

fFeOsvUfo.— Light-Bearers, 

Total, 

MONTANA  TEBBTTOBY. 

Poplar  OreeA;.— A  Friend,  $    43 

Total,  $    43 


General  Funds, 
Leaflets, 


$1,266  29 
8  11 

Total,  $1,273  40 


Receipts  from,  Jantuiry  1  to  January  18, 1888. 


MAINS. 

Maine  Branch.— 'HLvB.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  Auburn,  Y.  L. 
M.  B.,  const.  L.  M.  Miss  May 
Brown,  $25;  Bangor,  Aux., 
$11.12;  Gorham,  Aux.,  $50: 
Madison,  Aux.,  $4.60;  East 
Machias,  Banyan  Seed  Band, 
$20;  Portland,  Aux.,  Thank- 
off.,  $135.26,  State  St.  Ch.,  $50, 
Second  Parish  Ch.,  $79,  Busy 
Bees,  $13,  $387  88 

West  Pembroke.— A  Friend,  26 


Total, 
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Ifew  Hampshire  Branch.— MiSB 
A.  £.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Alton, 
Aux.,  $2;  Amherst,  Aux.,  $8, 
Miss  Lydia  C.  Clark,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Jose- 
phine E.  Stayner,  $30 ;  Camp- 
ton,  Aux.,  $23.40 ;  Centre  Har- 
bor, Aux.,  $7.35;  Derry,  First 
Cong.  Ch.,  Aux. ,$27.51;  Dun- 
barton,  Hillside  Laborers, 
$20;  East  Sullivan,  Friends, 
$8;  Harrisville,  Mrs.  Dean's 
S.  S.  ex.,  Birthday  off.,  $1.09; 
Haverhill,  Aux.,  $17;  Hop- 
kinton,  Aux.,  $1.50;  Lebanon, 
Lebanon  Link,  $40;  Lyme, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const.  Li.  M. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler,  $28.35; 
Keene,  Second  Cong.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $11.70;  New  Ipswich, 
Hillside   Gleaners,  const.  L. 


M.  Mrs.  Charles  Wheeler,  $33; 
Pembroke,Friends,$l ;  Salem, 
Raindrops,  $10;  Tilton,  Mrs. 
Spencer's  S.  S.  CI.,  $6;  Cur- 
tice, M.  C,  $25,  Miss  Forres- 
ter's S.  S.  CI.,  $5;  West  Leb- 
anon, Aux.,  $9.60,  $316  40 


Total, 


VSBMONT. 


$316  40 


70 
00 


BoyaZton.— "Fir 8t  Ch.,  S.  S., 

$11.30,  A  Friend,  40  cts.,  $11 

Wallingford, —Mrs.  S.  E.Bogue,  6 
Vermont  Branch.— M^n.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  Alburgh, 
Aux.,  $7:  West  Brattleboro, 
M.  C,  $12;  Burlington,  Aux., 
$60;  Chelsea,  M.  C,  $7.60: 
East  Corinth,  Aux.,  $2;  West 
Glover,  prev.  contri.  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  George  Sterling, 
$11.45;  Jamaica,  Sunbeam 
Band,  $12;  Mclndoes  Falls, 
The  King's  Daughters,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Mary  C.  Hunt, 
$35;  Montpelier,  Bethany  S. 
S.,  $12.71;  Orwell,  M.  C, 
$10.13;     Springfield,    Aux., 

§7.55:  St.  Albans,  Mary  A. 
mitn,in  mem.  of  her  mother, 
$10;  St.  Johnsbury,  North 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $25;  Underhill, 
Aux.,  $16;  Wells  River,  Busy 
Bees,  $70 ;  Williamstown, 
Aux.,  $6.50,  294  84 


Total, 


$311  64 
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Andover  and  Wobum  Branch.— 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Wakefield,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mi-s.  Elizabeth 
M.  Greenough,  |!10;  Chelms- 
ford, Aux.,|27;  Ballardvale, 
Children,  $1 ;  West  Medford, 
Morning  Star  M.  C,  $5;  Mel- 
rose, Aux.,  $91;  North 
Wobum,  Aux.,  $7,  Ch.,  $5; 
Lexington,  Aux.,  $12.04; 
Medford,  McCoUom  M.  C, 
$50:  Burlington,  Aux.,$16.10,  $224  14 
AtUeooro.— First  Ch.,  2  32 

Ayer,~Cong.  S.  S.,  2  77 

Barnstable  Branch.— TAias  A. 
Snow,   Treas.    Yarmouth, 
Aux.,    $20;    Waquoit,    Aux., 
„*3»  23  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mtb.  C.  E. 
West,  Treas.  Housatonic, 
Berkshire  Workers,  of  wh. 
$26  const.  L.  M.  Carrie  L. 
Giddings,  $100;  Williams- 
town,  In  His  Name,  Aux., 
$80;  Dalton,  Senior  Aux., 
$40.13 ;  Hinsdale,  Aux.,  $21.24 ; 
Curtisville,  Aux.,  $14,  A  lady 
in  Berkshire,  $1,  256  37 

Essex  NoHh  Branch.—  Mi-s. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  Ames- 
bury,  Aux.,  $71;  Bradford 
Acad.,  Aux.,  $20.15;  Brad- 
ford, Aux.,  $64;  Haverhill, 
North  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Nettie  W. 
Flud,  $91;  Ipswich,  First 
Parish,  Aux.,  $25;  Newbury- 
port,  Aux.,  $139,  410  16 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.^Misa  L. 
A.  Sparhawk,  Treas.  Green- 
field, Aux.,  30  00 
Hampshire  Co.  JffrancA.— Miss 
I.  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  "  Z." 
Hampshire  Co.,  $253.22;  Am- 
herst, Ruby,  M.  B.,  $23;  East 
Amherst,  Aux.,  $18.08;  East- 
hampton,  Aux.,  of  wh.,  $100 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Rich- 
mond, $186.02;  Williams- 
burgh,  M.  C,  $16;  Granby, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  const.  L.  M'^s 
Mrs.  G.  N.  Smith,  Miss  Eme- 
line  Taylor,  $100,  696  82 
Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs,  M.  W. 
Warren,  Treas.  Ashland, 
Gleaners,  $6;  Framingham, 
Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs.  S. 

,T^?'"®^®'^«  ^^®'  15  00 

rforth  Amherest.—A  Friend,  40 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  North 
Weymouth,.  Pilgrim  Ch., 
Aux.,  $16.82;  Quincy,  Aux., 
$25;  Weymouth  and  Brain- 
tree,  Aux.,  $16.50;  Hingham, 
Aux.,  $6.26;  Rockland,  Aux., 
$39.85,  M.  B.,  $25;  Brockton, 


Aux.,  $66;  Braintree,  Aux., 

c*^'  „  $186  42 

Saugtts.—Wn.  G.  H.  Cox's  S.  S. 

CI.,  I  20 

Springfield  Branch.— Mies  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Chicopee,  Third  Ch.,  Aux., 
$10.46;  Springfield,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  $65.65,  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
$77.56,  Junior,  Aux.,  $20.83; 
South  Hadley  Falls,  Ch., 
$15.05,  180  35 

Suffolk  Branch.— MiBS   M.    B. 
Child,  Treas.      Auburn  dale, 
Aux.,  $26;  Boston,  Mary  A. 
Stoddard,    $20,    Mrs.    A.    P. 
Felton,  50   cts.,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Carruth,  $20,  A   Friend,  $5, 
Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Winslow,  Aux.,  $30,  Young 
Ladies*  Aux.,  $30,  Union  Ch., 
Aux.,  $17;  Brighton,  Y.  L.  M. 
C,  $30:  Chelsea,  Central  Ch., 
$33,  Pilgrim  Band,  $70;  Ded- 
ham.   Asylum    Dime    Soc'y, 
$1.86;     Dorchester,     Second 
Ch.,  Junior  Aux.,  $60,  Mrs. 
Daniel  MacGregor,  $6;  Rox- 
bury,   A   Friend,  $2.60,  Im- 
manuel  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26 
by  Mrs.  Ariel  Low  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  M.  B.  Curtis,  $116.14; 
South   Boston,  Phillips  Ch., 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Alvan   Simonds, 
const.   L.   M.  Grace  L.  Gil- 
berth,  $25,  S.  S.,  $100;  Wal- 
pole,  Aux.,   $45,   M.  C,  $5; 
West  Roxbury,  South  Evan- 
gelical Ch.,  Aux.,  $12.64,  644  63 
FTare.— Children's  M.  B.,  5  00 
Wilmin^on.— Two  Friends,          5  00 
Worcester    Co.   Branch.— Mrs. 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.    Black- 
stone,    Aux.,    $5;    Boylston, 
Aux.,$3.90;  Gilbertville.Aux., 
$5.66;   Leominster,    Primary 
Dept.  S.  S.,  $8;  Milford,  Aux., 
$20;  Spencer,  Aux..  $5;  Ware, 
Thank-oflf.,  $25;  Whitinsville, 
Merry  Gleaners,  $110;  Wor- 
cester, Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  $16, 
Salem  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $17.63, 
Union     Ch.,     Aux.,     $44.34; 
Warren,  Lend  a  Hand  Work- 
ers, $35,                                         296  33 


Total,         $2,877  00 

LEGACY. 

Andover  and  Wobum  Branch.— 
Legacy  of  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
Keyes,  Woburn,  $1,000  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch,—  Miss 
A.   T.    White,   Treas.     New- 

Sort,   Aux.,  $180,  Children's 
[.  C,  $11.37,  $191  37 


Total, 


$191  37 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn,  Branch.— Mias 
M.  I.  Lockwooti,  Treas. 
Thompson,  Aux.,  $12.40;  East 
Lyme,  A  Friend,  40  cts.; 
Greenville,  A  Friend,  $1; 
Lisbon,  Aux,,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Lucy  Bald- 
win, #10;  Thompson,  Y.  L.  M. 
C,  $6;  Lidyard,  Newell  Soc'y, 
$6.11;  Mystic  Bridce,  Aux., 
$9.04;  Norwich,  Broadway 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $105,  Second  Ch., 
Aux. ,$140.04;  Windham,Aux., 
$14;  North  Stoniugton,  Aux., 
$29;  Old  Lyme,  Aux.,  $22; 
Dayville,  A  Friend,  $6;  Wau- 
regan,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Ada  W. 
Wood,  $25;  New  London, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.M.  Leila  L.  Howland, 
$41.70,  $425  69 

Hartford  Branch.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Berlin, 
Aux.,  $93.25;  Golden  Ridge, 
M.  C,  $75;  Columbia,  Aux., 
$13,  Apple  Blossoms,  $10; 
Hartford,  Asylum  Hdl  Ch., 
$245.02,  Pearl  St.  Ch.,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Hattie 
E.  Cowlcs,  $137.50,8.  S.,$40; 
Hebron,  Anx.,  $23 ;  riamville. 
Treasure- Seekers,  $30;  Rock- 
ville,  Aux.,  $44,  710  77 

Millitigton.—A  Friend,  15 

Jfew  Haven  Branch.— Mias  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Briilgeport, 
South  Ch.,  M.  C,  $50 ;  Chester, 
Aux.,  $25 ;  Litchftehl,  Y.  L.  M. 
C,  $180;  Naugatuck,  Aux., 
$30;  New  Britain,  South  Ch., 
Aux.,  $75,  Staudard-Bearers, 
$20;  New  Canaan,  Aux.,  $30; 
New  Haven,  Centre  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $75  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  DeForest  Skinner, 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Prichard,  Mrs. 
James  D.  Whitmore,  $358.66, 
First  Ch.,  Fair  Haven,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Bunlett 
Hart  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Kllcn 
M.  Rowe,  $158,  Secoml  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.,  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Lucius  P.  Deming, 
$38.64,  Yale  College  Ch., 
Aux.,  $125;  Norfolk,  Aux., 
$5,  Mountain  Wide-Awakos, 
$37,  Hillside  Gleaners,  !?37; 
Northford,  Aux.,  $30;  Nor- 
-walk,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
E.  F.  Raymond,$25 ;  Sherman, 
Aux.,  $14.25;  Sound  Beach, 
Aux.,  $32;  South  Canaan, 
Aux.,  $9.30;  Torrington, 
Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  $6G;  Wash- 
ington, Aux.,  §43.7');  West- 
port,  M.  C,  $50;  Westville, 


Y.  L.  M.  C,  $70,  Christmas 

gift,  Mrs.  Gladden,  $2,        $1^11  60 

Kensington,— Intunt  01.  S.  S.,        2  60 

Old  I/i/me.— First  Cong.  Ch.,  6  18 

SoiUhington,— Cong,  Ch.,  10  20 

Total,  $2,667  09 

LEGACY. 

Windhanit  Conn.— Legacy  of 
Miss  Clarissa  P.  Huntington, 
Windham,  Conn.,  $600  00 

NBW  YORK. 

Miller's  Piocfl.— Ladies*  Miss'y 
Soc'v,  $24  00 

New  fork  State  .flrancA.— Miss 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Ant- 
werp, Aux., $30;  Bingham  ton, 
Aux.,  $21,  Faithful  Workers, 
$20;  Ellington,  Cong.  Ch.,  $5, 
Aux.,  $6,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Rice.  $9; 
Jamestown,  Aux.,  $22.20; 
Little  Valley,  Aux.,  $5.50; 
Oswego,  Aux.,  $63;  Pough- 
keepsie,  Aux.,  $20;  Ex., 
$82.56,  109  14 

Jtochester:—  Plymouth  Ch., 
Prim.  CI.  S.  S.,  2  36 

Total,  $186  49 

FLORIDA. 

St.  Auauatine.-Viaion  S.  8., 

Total, 

OHIO. 

Woo8ter.—A  Friend, 

IOWA. 

Ore«to»i.— Pilgrim   Cong.   Ch., 
Acorn  Band, 

Total, 

TURKEY. 

J/onowMr.— "Sympathy"  Miss'y 


$1  00 
$1  00 


Soc*y, 


General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 


Total, 


Total, 


$1  60 

$1  60 

$6,900  99 

66  98 

1,600  00 

$8,667  97 


Miss  Harriet  W.  May, 

Ass*t  Treas. 


NTEfl!0^ 


WESTERN  TUEKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  A  NEW  MISSIONAEY. 

Mabsovan,  Dec.  18, 1887. 

Mt  sbab  Sbcbetaut:  It  is  with  eager  haste  1  open  tb&  Advance 
to  leam  what  is  done  in  your  meetings  from  week  to  week.  Wbo 
can  estimate  the  good  accomplisbed  b;  reason  of  the  prajera 
offered  there? 

My  journey  was  enjoyable  from  beginning  to  end.  There  was 
not  an  unpleasant  event,  or  sensation,  even,  to  mar  its  pleasure.  I 
wish  all  missionaries,  and  others  as  well,  could  travel  with  the  en- 
joyment that  1  do. 

Although  I  made  no  effort  to  retain  my  knowledge  of  Armenian 
and  Turkish  during  my  six  years'  stay  in  America,  I  found  after  a 
week's  practice  in  using  these  languages  in  Constantinople,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  my  journey,  that  they  returned  to  me 
readily;  and  within  a  week  after  my  arrival  in  Marsovan  I  began 
teaching  in  both  languages,  and  also  in  English. 

Many  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  interval  of  my 
absence,  and  they  are  most  encouraging  ones.  For  the  past  two 
years  the  city  has  been  ruled  by  a  wise  kemakam,  or  governor,  by 
whose  energy  and  activity  the  supply  of  water  brought  to  the  city 
through  pipes  from  the  mountains  has  been  greatly  increased,  aud 
the  sewerage  improved.  He  has,  also,  been  very  friendly  toward 
the  missionaries.  He  has  been  removed  within  a  few  weeks  for 
pohtical  reasons,  and  we  fear  that  his  successor  will  do  little  to 
win  our  esteem. 

The  Mohammedans  are  more  friendly  than  at  any  preceding 

The  women  of  the  higher  classes  visit  us  frequently,  and  urge 
OS  to  visit  them,  treating  us  with  great  respect  whenever  we  meet. 

The  men,  also,  visit  our  institutions,  and  evince  much  interest 
in  all  that  is  being  done  for  the  education  of  the  young  men  and 
women  in  our  schools.  They  see  that  the  missionaries  have  not 
come  to  harm,  but  to  help  the  country,  and  they  seem  grateful  for 
the  work,  and  wish  they  were  at  liberty  to  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
leges. 

<10T| 
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Two  or  three  influential  Turks  talk  of  sending  their  sons  to 
Anatolia  College,  but  the  step  has  not  yet  been  taken. 

We  at  the  girls'  school,  however,  are  rejoicing  over  our  first 
regular  Turkish  scholar.  One  came  before  for  a  few  weeks,  but 
finally  withdrew;  while  little  AUiye  has  been  in  daily  attendance 
for  nearly  two  months.  She  is  the  ten-year-old  daughter  of  the 
Government  scribe,  the  second  in  rank,  and  half  the  elite  of  the 
city  have  been  to  see  their  little  friend  in  her  new  surroundings, 
wondering  and  ejaculating  over  her  ability  to  name  the  letters  of 
the  English  alphabet,  and  to  see  her  play  on  the  organ. 

We  are  quite  confident  of  having  several  more  Turkish  pupils 
within  a  few  weeks,  and  this  is  certainly  an  advance  in  our  work. 

At  the  last  women's  prayer-meeting  three  Turkish  women  were 
present.  One  of  them  was  the  wife  of  the  governor  of  a  neigh- 
boring town.  The  leader  of  the  meeting  read  the  story  of  Abra- 
ham's sacrifice,  and  made  remarks  especially  referring  to  these 
women,  as  the  Turks  accept  the  history  of  Abraham.  The  Mo- 
hammedans criticise  the  Protest^ts  for  their  lack  of  reverence  in 
speaking  of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  without  using  prefixes  and 
titles  of  esteem.  They  would  have  us  say,  **  His  Excellency  the 
Patriarch  Abraham."  They  may  be  quite  right,  but  it  would  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  decide  upon  a  suitable  prefix  at  present. 

Miss  Anna,  one  of  our  teachers,  visits  the  native  homes  very 
frequently,  and  is  a  favorite  among  the  Turks.  A  few  days  ago 
she  was  invited  to  assist  in  bringing  a  Turkish  bride  to  her  new 
home.  This  was  quite  an  unprecedented  honor  to  be  conferred 
upon  one  of  another  nationality,  and  particularly  upon  a  Christian. 

I  am  trying  to  acquire  the  Turkish  language  more  perfectly, 
that  I  may  be  able  to  come  into  closer  contact  with  these  people. 

The  girls'  boarding  school  has  eighty-five  pupils, — a  larger  num- 
ber than  ever  before ;  but  the  increase  is  on  the  part  of  day  schol- 
ars only.  The  teachers  find  their  hands  more  than  full.  The  four 
teachers  in  the  Armenian  department,  Miss  Wright,  Miss  Anna, 
Miss  Prapione,  and  myself,  average  eight  classes  a  day,  and  Miss 
Aphrodite,  the  teacher  of  the  Greek  department,  has  about  the 
same  number,  while  four  classes  are  taught  by  outside  teachers. 
Miss  Wright  and  I  include  music  lessons  with  our  class-work. 
More  than  we  have  time  to  teach  wish  to  take  music  lessons. 
Those  who  do  receive  lessons  receive  a  lira  a  year  extra  to 
the  school,  so  the  finances  are  helped  a  little  by  this  work.  A 
girl's  tuition  here  is  a  piastre  a  week, — four  and  four-tenth  cents; 
as  much  more  is  paid  when  English  is  studied,  and  for  board 
and  tuition  both  half  a  lira  monthly;  L  e.,  two  dollars  and  twenty 
cents. 
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The  girls  do  their  own  work,  cooking,  baking,  washing,  and  clean- 
ing house  included,  and  during  the  summer  they  prepare  provision 
for  winter,  pick  over  rice,  wash  and  clean  wheat  to  be  sent  to  the 
mill,  dry  fruit  and  greens,  make  pickles  and  preserves,  dry  beef, 
and  prepare  mutton  for  winter  use.  Women  are  hired  to  help  them 
about  some  of  the  work,  but  it  is  still  much  more  than  falls  to  the 
lot  of  American  schoolgirls  to  do;  but  they  find  that  the  methods 
of  work  learned  here  are  of  great  advantage  later  in  life. 

I  find  that  I  have  many  warm  friends  among  the  natives,  and 
their  friendship  is  to  be  valued.  One  lady  in  particular,  Marenos 
Hanum,  formerly  a  Bible-woman,  I  esteem  very  highly.  She  has 
been  obliged  to  leave  the  work  in  which  she  was  engaged,  and  at 
present  there  is  no  one  to  take  her  place. 

She  had  won  the  confidence  of  many  who  were  prejudiced 
against  our  religion,  and  now  there  is  danger  of  their  drifting  back 
into  their  former  condition. 

I  went  to  visit  some  of  these  families  with  her,  and  it  may  be 
that  I  can  occasionally  visit  some  of  these  homes  myself,  and  get- 
ting a  little  insight  into  their  lives,  do  them  some  good  by  helping 
them  to  read  the  words  of  truth  for  themselves.  The  Protestant 
public  school  here  is  well  organized,  and  has  over  two  hundred 
pupils,  six  teachers  being  employed. 

A  night  school  has  recently  been  opened,  under  the  supervision 
of  one  of  the  college  professors. 

Young  business  men  and  adults  attend  this,  many  of  them  hav- 
ing to  begin  at  the  rudiments. 

They  pay  a  m^idiye  (eighty  cents)  a  term,  and  this  pays  for  the 
heating  and  lighting  of  the  rooms,  and  something  is  given  from 
these  receipts  to  the  assistant  teachers. 

In  the  church,  and  more  especially  in  the  college,  several  socie- 
ties are  doing  active  work,  and  Sunday  is  crowded  full  with  ser- 
vices. 

At  the  next  communion,  the  second  Sunday  in  January,  six  of 
the  college  students  will  unite  with  the  church.  These  became 
converted  during  their  first  term  here. 

The  Marsovan  congregation  has  aided  the  sufferers  in  Zeitoon 
and  Adana  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  and  a  half  liras. 

I  wish  I  were  able  to  describe  more  graphically  the  work  here, 
that  you  might  obtain  a  surer  knowledge  that  your  prayers  and 
offerings  for  missionary  work  are  not  in  vain,  and  that  feeling  thus 
encouraged,  you  might  be  stimulated  to  renew  your  labors  for  so 
blessed  a  cause.  Pray  for  us  that  our  work  be  prospered,  and 
pray  that  we  may  reach  the  Turks. 

Yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Janb  C.  Smith. 
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INDIA. 

BIBLE  WORK  IN  MADURA. 

by  miss  h.  a.  houston. 

Sbpt.  8, 1887. 

My  deab  Secret aby:  Your  kind  letter  came  this  moniing, 
just  as  I  was  coming  away  from  the  dedication  of  the  new 
Pasumalai  Theological  Seminary. 

Mr.  Washburn  has  been  building  it  for  two  yeara,  and  is  very 
glad  to  have  it  finished.  It  is  a  large,  airy  building,  that  will 
accommodate  about  a  hundred  students.  We  are  in  the  midst  of 
our  annual  September  mission  meeting,  so  all  the  missionaries, 
and  several  hundred  native  helpers,  were  present  at  the  services 
this  morning.  They  all  seemed  very  happy.  We  are  vei-y  busy 
now,  with  twelve  people  in  our  house  and  many  meetings  to 
attend,  but  it  is  delightful  to  have  the  missionaries  and  their 
children  here.  I  have  just  been  holding  a  meeting  with  the  mis- 
sionaries' children,  and  it  did  me  good  to  see  them  all  together, 
and  to  hear  their  English  songs.  It  is  more  like  home  than  any- 
thing I  have  seen. 

My  first  year  in  India  has  been  very  pleasant.  I  have  spent  it 
largely  studying  Tamil,  and  have  enjoyed  most  of  the  study.  The 
mildness  of  the  climate  has  surprised  me.  But  when  in  March  the 
hot  weather  came  in  full  force,  I  felt  quite  ready  for  the  change  to 
the  Hills,  where  we  went  in  April.  We  came  down  in  Jane,  and 
then  I  began  my  work  among  the  zenanas  of  Madura.  I  had 
learned  something  about  it  during  last  year,  going  around  with 
Mrs.  Jones,  but  I  felt  very  ignorant  of  it,  and  dreaded  the  be- 
ginning. But  when  I  fairly  took  hold  of  the  work  I  found  it 
not  nearly  so  hard  as  I  expected.  I  had  not  a  good  command  of 
the  language,  but  the  village  women  were  glad  to  see  me  in  their 
houses,  and  it  was  easy  to  talk  with  them  about  Jesus.  I  start 
out  about  three  in  the  afternoon  with  one  of  the  Bible-women  and 
visit  three  or  four  houses,  where  there  are  women  learning  to  read. 
I  find  some  who  have  been  reading  for  several  years,  and  know  a 
great  deal  about  the  Bible.  These  tell  me  that  they  pray  every  day, 
and  there  are  a  few  among  them  who  wish  to  be  baptized.  Then 
there  are  a  great  many  who  have  only  just  begun  to  learn,  and 
spell  out  the  words  very  slowly;  but  each  one  has  some  verse  to 
say  which  the  Bible-woman  has  taught  her.  The  other  women  of 
the  house  stand  around  and  listen,  and  make  comments,  and  look 
on  with  great  interest  when  I  show  them  the  Bible  pictures  and 
explain  them.  In  one  house  where  I  went  there  were  thirteen 
women,  old  and  young,  seated  on  the  floor.    They  were  the  old 
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grandmothers,  who  rule  the  house,  and  the  mothers,  the  young 
married  daughters,  and  the  children.  It  is  the  greatest  mystery 
to  me  where  they  all  stow  themselves  in  so  small  a  house.  They 
must  be  packed  like  sardines,  I  think. 

We  young  ladies  are  very  thankful  for  our  large,  new,  zenana- 
like bungalow.  It  is  the  greatest  comfort,  and  I  sleep  most  re- 
freshingly up-stairs,  with  the  windows  all  open  and  the  air  blowing 
through.  I  have  had  only  one  or  two  day's  slight  illness  since  I 
left  home,  and  feel  quite  as  well  here  as  there.  There  are  a  great 
many  times  when  I  long  to  see  the  old  friends;  but  my  homesick- 
ness does  not  last  long,  and  I  begin  to  feel  that  my  home  is  here 
for  many  years.  I  hope  I  may  work  among  the  women  till  I  see 
many  of  them  turn  to  the  Lord. 

PUBLIC  MEETING  OF  THE  BIBLE-WOMEN. 

September  9th. —  To-day  the  Bible-women  and  teachers  of  the 
different  stations  met  in  Otis  Hall,  and  gave  their  reports.  I  am 
employing  eleven  Bible-women  now,  and  am  trying  to  secure  an- 
other one  to  go  among  the  silk-weaving  women,  who  form  rather 
a  secluded  caste.  The  number  of  women  who  have  been  reading 
this  year,  so  far,  in  Madura  is  805.  I  have  visited  180.  Quite  a 
number  of  women  seem  desirous  to  come  out  for  Christ,  and 
I  believe  they  will  do  so  soon.  It  will  be  hard,  but  the  Lord  will 
surely  help  their  weakness.  If  their  relatives,  who  object  so 
strongly  to  their  doing  this,  notice  the  daily  lives  of  these  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  and  see  that  their  conduct  is  upright,  it  must 
have  a  good  influence  over  them.  One  of  the  women  said  to  me, 
"We  were  afraid  when  we  worshiped  the  devils;  but  what  have 
we  to  fear  now  ?  "    I  hope  she  is  living  up  to  this  privilege. 

<♦♦ 
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The  Bombay  Guardian  gives  the  following  accoant  of  a  welcome  given  to 
Miss  Lyman,  W.  B.  M.,  and  Miss  Millard,  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.,  who  arrived  in 
that  city  October  Slst:— 

A  MEETING  in  connection  with  the  American  Mission  Church 
was  held  in  Bhendi  Bazaar  Chapel,  on  Thursday,  November  3d,  to 
welcome  Miss  Millard  and  Miss  Lyman,  two  missionary  ladies  who 
have  recently  arrived  from  America.  Dr.  Mutchmore,  the  editor 
of  the  Presbyterian,  of  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  A.,  and  pastor  of  the 
Memorial  Church  of  that  city,  who  with  his  wife  is  on  a  journey 
around  the  world  visiting  various  mission  stations,  was  a  fellow- 
passenger  of  these  ladies,  and  since  coming  to  Bombay  has  spent 
a  good  deal  of  time  in  seeing  the  work  of  this  mission.  He  and 
Mrs.  Mutchmore  were  present,  and  helped  to  make  the  occasion  a 
pleasant  one. 


112  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

After  the  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Abbott,  Mrs.  Sumant  Yishnu  read  an  address  of  welcome  in  Eng- 
lish, on  behalf  of  the  native  Christian  ladies  of  the  congregation. 
Mrs.  Sumant  said:  **I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  you  both,  in 
behalf  of  my  sisters  of  the  American  Mission  Church,  a  cordial 
welcome  to  our  Indian  shores.  For  months  we  have  been  eagerly 
waiting  for  your  safe  arrival.  And  now,  as  the  God  of  our  fathers 
has  brought  you  safely  to  us,  we,  as  his  true  children,  hasten  to 
offer  our  thanks  and  praises  to  him.  Since  we  heard  of  your 
appointment  to  the  work  in  Bombay,  we  have  taken  a  deep  inter- 
est in  you.  Many  a  time  we  have  troubled  our  missionary  lady, 
Mrs.  Hume,  to  let  us  know  more  about  you  both ;  and  thus  we  be- 
came fairly  well  acquainted  with  you  before  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you. 

''The  work  here  is  a  great  deal  more  than  one  lady  can  do.  It  is 
really  very  astonishing  to  see  our  dear  missionary  lady,  Mrs.  Hume, 
with  a  large  family,  carrying  on  alone,  for  a  number  of  years,  the 
work  connected  with  the  women's  meetings,  the  girls'  and  boys' 
boarding  and  day  schools,  and  the  laborious  duties  of  editing  an 
excellent  monthly  magazine  in  a  foreign  language.  Besides  these 
there  are  various  other  things,  such  as  the  entertaining  of  visitors, 
helping  in  church  affairs,  etc.,  which  take  much  of  her  time  and 
thought. 

"The  work  in  Bombay  greatly  needs  to  be  enlarged.  We  rejoice 
and  sincerely  thank  our  Father  for  the  assistance  which  he  has 
sent  to  our  church  and  to  our  overworked  missionary  lady." 

Mr.  Anandrao  Sangl^  followed  in  Marathi.  Then  the  new 
missionary  ladies  spoke  a  few  words  expressing  their  longing  de- 
sire to  do  mission  work,  and  their  joy  in  being  co-workers  with 
the  members  of  this  congregation.  After  the  assembly  had  par- 
taken of  some  refreshments.  Dr.  Mutchmore  made  some  appro- 
priate and  encouraging  remarks.  Mr.  Hume  made  the  closing 
address,  in  which  he  said  that  this  was  the  first  opportunity  he  had 
had,  during  his  twelve  years  of  mission  service  in  India,  of  wel- 
coming missionary  ladies  to  the  Bombay  work.  He  also  referred 
to  the  duties  of  the  Church  toward  the  new  missionaries.  The 
exercises  were  interspersed  with  music  and  prayers,  and  the  meet- 
ing then  terminated  with  a  short  address  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Sumant  Vishnu. 

4^, 

WEST  CENTRAL  AFRICA. 
HOME  LIFE  IN  BAILUNDU. 

BY  MBS.  BEBTHA  D.  BTOYEB. 
We  have  lately  been  getting  oar  eyes  opened  to  the  many-gided  cares  in 
tbe  Urea  ot  oar  miflsionaries.    Miss  Dudley  told  us  that  222  plates  bad  been 
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set  for  visitors  in  their  home  in  six  weeks.     Now,  Mrs.  Stover  tells  us  her 
housekeeping  is  making  bricks  without  straw.  She  wrote,  September  20th:  — 

Db.  Wkbsteb's  family  were  with  us  three  weeks.  The  day 
they  set  up  housekeeping  for  themselves,  Mr.  Kasunurman  and 
his  clerk  came,  and  were  with  us  two  weeks.  Mr.  K.  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Dutch  house  in  Catambella,  where  the  missionaries 
are  always  entertained,  so,  of  course,  we  wished  to  do  all  we  could 
for  him.  He  had  been  on  a  tnp  through  the  countiy,  going  to 
Bih^  by  one  road  and  returning  by  Bailundu.  It  would  have  been 
very  pleasant  if  I  had  been  well ;  but  when  one  is  going  only  on 
will  force,  and  has  to  make  bricks  without  straw, —  i.  e.,  soup  with- 
out meat,  no  potatoes,  and  very  little  of  anything  else, —  well,  you 
will  not  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  I  had  to  use  my  Yankee 
ingenuity  somewhat;  and  the  Portuguese  Captain  came  several 
times  to  dine  with  the  others.  The  last  two  days  he  was  here  I  was 
so  ill  I  had  to  leave  the  table  for  my  bed ;  and  he,  seeing  how  ill  I 
was,  would  not  come  again.  We  are  longing  for  the  rains  to  come ; 
the  wind  blows  so  hard,  and  everything  is  very  dry.  This  is  the 
most  trying  season  of  the  year.  Dr.  Webster  is  very  tired,  and  we 
have  been  afraid  he  would  be  ill  from  overwork.  Mr.  Stover  has 
done  all  he  could  to  hold  him  back.  We  have  been  glad  to  have 
Mr.  Currie  away  on  a  tour  this  saddest  month,  to  him,  of  all  the 
year. 

Mrs.  Stover  tells  us,  further,  of  Helen,  well  and  happy  with  her  doll  Daisy, 
and  her  indispensable  Youth's  Companion;  of  Gato*s  fall  from  the  roof  of  their 
house,  which  he  was  repairing,  when  she  expected  to  find  him  dead,  but  he 
was  only  stunned  and  bruised,  and  soon  recovered.  Then  she  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  their  donkeys,  which  we  will  save  for  the  children's 
department  for  next  month.  Then  another  little  home  picture  shows  us  how 
faithful  her  "  boys  "  are,  and  how  much  she  herself,  too  much  worn  to  go  on 
with  her  school,  needs  the  help  which  liiss  Bell,  from  Oberlin,  will  soon  be 
there  to  give. 

There  is  little  more  to  write.  My  right  hand,  Joseph,  has  gone 
home  to  make  a  little  visit.  He  waited  till  washing  and  irouitig 
were  finished  for  the  week,  promising  to  return  on  Saturday.  I 
scarcely  know  how  to  get  along  without  him.  He  little  thought 
when  he  came  here  a  year  ago  to  visit  his  cousin,  that  he  was  going 
to  make  himself  so  indispensable  to  the  white  folks.  He  is  so 
faithful,  so  quick  to  learn,  and  so  neat,  that  I  depend  upon  him 
even  more  than  I  did  upon  Cato  in  the  house.  Cato  (now  married, 
and  in  a  house  of  his  own)  comes  first  in  our  hearts,  but  Katito 
comes  next.  .  .  .  When  the  rain  comes  we  will  be  able  to  go  to 
work  again  as  before,  I  hope. 
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FOREIGN  NOTES. 

Miss  Lawrence,  of  Smyrna,  wrote  late  in  September  that  their 
school  had  opened  with  small  numbers,  because  the  smakll-pox  con- 
tinued to  be  so  prevalent  and  fatal.  She  says  if  the  school  must 
continue  small  during  the  year,  they  shall  try  to  be  the  more  faith- 
ful to  the  few  scholars  the^  have.  Dr.  Cons  tan  tine's  bereavement 
and  loneliness  was  a  sad  grief  to  all  the  mission. 

Miss  Bakbows  writes  during  the  Week  of  Prayer  that  the  Kobe 
church  is  holding  daily  meetings;  the  missionaries  have  a  daily 
union  meeting  at  noon  at  our  house  (Miss  Dudley's).  Twentynsiz 
were  received  into  the  Kobe  church  at  the  January  communion, 
ten  of  them  girls  from  the  Kobe  Home.  She  adds,  *'  We  find  the 
greater  part  of  our  work  must  be  done  on  our  knees." 

Miss  Howb,  our  much-loved  Chicago  kindergarten  teacher,  who 
has  recently  arrived  in  Kobe,  Japan,  writes  in  a  happy  mood,  send- 
ing some  flowers  from  Miss  Dudley's  garden,  so  bright  it  is  hard 
to  realize  that  they  have  crossed  the  Pacific  in  a  letter.  She  says, 
''  It  was  hard  making  up  my  mind  to  come,  harder  still  parting  from 
my  friends;  but  a  Christmas  card,  given  me  by  Miss  Barrows,  ex- 
pressed it  all,  ^  He  is  better  to  me  than  my  fears.'  " 


-»♦♦- 
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HOW  THE  EMPRESS   GOES  TO  SEA. 

BY  MISS  ADA  HAVEN. 

Peking,  Aug.  12,  1887. 

My  deab  Cabbie:  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  of  your  mission 
band,  and  wish  you  all  success.  And  now  I  want  to'  tell  you  how 
China  moves.  A  year  or  two  ago  the  father  of  the  present 
Emperor  went  traveling.  This  was  something  unusual.  He  rode 
'on  the  railroad  cars  and  was  not  smashed  up,  and.  on  the  steam- 
boat and  was  not  blown  up.  To  be  sure  he  only  went  to 
Tientsin,  Port  Arthur,  etc.,  but  it  was  a  wonderful  peep  at  the 
fashions  of  the  outside  barbarians,  and  made  him  open  his  peepers 
pretty  wide.  Then  he  went  down  again  last  spring,  inspected  the 
Naval  Academy,  the  modern  improvements,  etc.  He  also  went 
out  on  the  sea  again  in  a  steamboat.  One  day  when  he  was  on 
deck,  watching  the  waves,  he  saw  shadowy  forms  arising  from  the 
water.  (Query  —  mirage.)  He  asked  some  of  the  courtiers  what 
these  forms  were,  and  was  told  they  were  the  sea-gods,  rising  to  do 
honor  to  him.  He  came  back  and  reported  to  the  Empress  what 
he  had  seen;  and  now  she  is  very  desirous  to  see  a  Naval  Acad- 
emy, and  above  all  to  go  to  sea,  and  find  out  whether  the  sea-gods 
will  rise  in  her  honor.  I  suppose  she  would  have  them  all  be- 
headed or  curtailed  if  they  did  not  rise  to  the  occasion.  But  it  is 
vastly  inconvenient  for  an  empress  to  take  such  a  journey,  and 
especially  to  ride  in  a  steamboat  run  by  foreigners.  Why,  even  her 
own  jBubjects  are  not  allowed  to  look  upon  the  covered  cart,  or 
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chair,  in  whicli  she  rides  when  obliged  to  leave  the  palace  to 
worship  her  ancestors.  Buf  if  steamboats  make  a  naval  school 
she  will  have  some;  if  she  cannot -ride  to  the  steamboats,  she  can 
make  the  steamboats  ride  to  her.  This  is  no  very  easy  task,  for 
there  is  no  direct  water  communication  to  Peking.  It  is  all  right 
as  far  as  Tung-cho ;  but  from  there  on,  there  is  only  the  canal,  and 
as  that  is  of  five  different  levels,  and  as  through  traffic  in  a  single 
boat,  a  steamer  could  not  come  to  her  by  water. 

The  so-called  locks  are  really  abrupt  falls  of  several  feet,  and 
goods  have  to  be  re-shipped  at  each  one;  so  from  Tung-cho  to 
Peking  a  railroad  had  to  be  constructed.  Do  not  fancy  we  shall 
henceforth  go  to  Tung-cho  by  rail.  It  was  laid  in  sections,  and 
pulled  up  after  the  steamers  had  gone  over,  so  that  a  few  hundred 
feet  were  all  that  were  needed.  The  ties  were  permanently 
attached  to  the  rails,  so  all  that  was  needed  was  simply  to  bank 
up  the  earth  a  little  around  the  ties.  There  were  many  difficulties 
attending  the  transportation,  making  the  foreigners  in  charge 
quite  anxious.  The  rails  were  laid  down  into  the  water,  but  for 
all  this,  the  boats  had  to  be  lifted  up  to  the  rails  by  means  of  a 
derrick.  The  strength  of  this  derrick  had  been  carefully  gauged 
to  the  amount  of  weight  to  be  lifted,  so  imagine  the  foreigner's 
distress  when  he  saw  the  derrick  bending  and  cracking,  just  ready 
to  break,  with  the  weight  of  the  first  one.  He  investigated,  and 
found  the  boat  half  full  of  water.  The  Chinese  had  done  this 
without  his  knowledge,  for  they  said  they  were  afraid  the  boat 
would  get  dry  and  leak,  being  left  so  long  out  of  the  water.  Oh, 
how  the  foreigner  scolded ! 

Then,  again,  when  they  came  to  lay  the  railroad,  of  course  it 
was  a  work  of  days  before  they  finally  reached  Peking.  So  they 
had  to  have  watchmen  at  night.  Yet,  in  spite  of  this,  at  night  the 
bolts  joining  the  different  sections  of  rail  were  stolen.  The  for- 
eigner demanded  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  thief,  and  an 
infant  of  five  years  old  was  presented  for  punishment  as  the  of- 
fender,—  a  child  too  small  to  carry  away  the  heavy  bolts,  even  if 
he  had  been  skillful  enough  to  loosen  them. 

This  will  be  rather  a  drawback  to  the  pleasure  of  railroad  travel 
in  China,  I  fear.  Of  course  there  will  always  be  the  possibility  of 
thieving,  and  of  course  one  could  not  expect  to  have  watchmen 
beating  their  odious  little  wooden  drums  up  and  down  the  entire 
length  of  a  permanent  railroad  every  night.  But  perhaps  they 
can  invent  some  kind  of  a  rail  bolt  which  shall  give  any  one  tam- 
pering with  it  an  electric  shock.  I  imagine  it  is  only  the  fear  of 
such  a  thing  that  makes  the  telegraph  safe. 

Ever  your  loving.  Aunt  Ada. 


-»♦>- 
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STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 
WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE  WESTERN  TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries:  Name  those  supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.,  and 
locate  each  at  her  own  station,  using  the  map.  Name  those 
adopted  by  the  W.  B.  M.  L,  and  locate  them. 
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W,  B.  M,  P.:  What  work  is  this  Board  doing  in  Western 
Turkey? 

Girls'  School  at  Brooaa:  Is  more  help  wanted?  and  for  what 
work  ? 

Constantinople  Home :  What  amount  received  the  past  year  for 
tuition?  Does  the  new  Greek  department  succeed?  How  many 
additions  to  the  church  from  the  school?  Has  it  a  missionary 
society?    How  many  of  the  last  gi*aduates  were  Christians  ? 

Woman* 8  Work  in  Constantinople:  Coffee-houses;  Sunday- 
schools  ;  Day  schools. 

Marsovan  Boarding  School :  What  lady  has  had  the  care  of  this 
school  for  twenty-four  years  ?  How  many  boarders  ?  How  many 
music  pupils  ?    Religious  interest. 

School  at  Smyrna:  What  attack  upon  the  Protestant  institu- 
tions ?  See  Annual  Report  W.  B.  M.  I.  New  school-building; 
Kindergarten  work;  How  many  Christians  in  the  school?  How 
many  pupils,  day  and  boarding?  Life  and  Light,  1887,  p.  207; 
Sunday-school  in  Mrs.  Bartlett's  house,  Herald,  1887,  p.  31. 

Girls'  School  at  Ada  Bazar :  Does  it  succeed  as  a  self-support- 
ing institution  ? 

Girls*  School  at  Sivas :  New  school-building,  Life  and  Light,  '87» 
p.  251. 

Girls^  School  at  Cesarea, 

Nicomedia :  Mrs.  Parson's  work. 

Biographical  Sketch  of  Miss  Wright  of  Marsovan,  Mission  Stud- 
ies, '87,  September  number;  of  Miss  Lawrence,  of  Smyrna, 
December  number. 

Village  Schools, 

Bible-woman's  Work. 

These  last  two  topics  will  furnish  material  for  interesting 
papers.  For  helps  in  the  study  for  this  month,  see  back  numbers 
of  Herald,  lAfe  and  Light,  and  March  Mission  Studies. 


-«♦»- 


NOTICE. 

The  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  has  just  pub- 
lished a  Missionary  Hymnal,  for  the  use  of  JuNiOB'and  Juve- 
nile societies.  At  the  small  cost  of  25  cents  both  the  words 
and  music  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  hymns,  in  an  attractive 
bindint]:,  are  offered  to  meet  a  gi*eat  need.  Several  new  composi- 
tions, including  a  Builders'  Hynm,  a  Thank-offering  Hymn,  two 
Morning  Star  songs,  new  Hymns  of  Praise  for  children,  and  one 
for  the  contribution  hour,  are  amoug  its  attractions.  Send  orders 
to  Miss  M.  D.  Wingate,  53  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago.  The  books 
will  be  forwarded  at  the  expense  of  the  purchaser,  by  mail  or 
express. 


•  •  • 


A  BLESSED  LIFE  AND  DEATH. 

With  most  of  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Board,  their 
wives  and  families,  we  are  more  or  less  acquainted.      But  not 
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•all  our  missionaries  are  found  upon  the  books  of  tbe  American 
Board;  some  there  are  who  leave  their  sheltering  homes  in  '*  God's 
country"  to  give  freely  of  their  youth  and  strength  for  love 
of  the  Master,  without  any  such  support  as  comes  from  the 
thought  of  a  sustaining  society  at  home.  Such  a  missionary  was 
Miss  Mattie  E.  Rice,  of  Magnolia,  Iowa,  whom  the  Lord  called  to 
her  eternal  rest  from  Parral,  Mexico,  last  Wednesday,  September 
21st. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  meet  her  in  El  Paso,  on  her  arrival  last 
February,  and  to  see  her  well  on  her  way  toward  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Case,  to  whose  aid  she  had  come.  Her  parents  had  cheerfully 
lent  her  to  the  Lord,  though  they  said  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  give  her  up  for  any  other  object.  She  was  the  only 
daughter  at  home, — the  light  of  the  house,  and  the  joy  of  her 
parents'  hearts.  I  shall  never  forget  her  bright,  winsome  smile, 
nor  the  earnestness  with  which  she  replied  to  my  expression  of 
satisfaction  that  she  was  going  to  cheer  her  much-burdened  sister 
in  Parral,  *'I  hope  I  may  be  of  some  little  use  to  Myra!"  How 
much  aid  she  gave,  in  every  department  of  home  and  church 
work,  only  those  who  saw  her  at  her  post  can  tell.  In  March  we 
visited  Parral,  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  the  church  there, 
and  we  can  truly  testify  that  it  has  never  been  our  fortune  to 
witness  such  a  devoted,  unselfish,  untiring  spirit  as  was  shown  by 
this  young  girl,  as  day  after  day  she  took  up  the  tasks  that  lay 
nearest  at  hand. 

As  she  became  more  acquainted  with  the  language  she  gladly 
took  Mrs.  Case's  place  at  the  organ,  and  with  her  sweet,  cultured 
soprano  voice  led  the  singing  at  the  meetings.  She  delighted  to 
visit  the  people  in  their  homes,  and  so  endeared  herself  to  them 
that  they  could  not  bear  to  have  her  speak  of  leaving  them  to  re- 
turn to  her  home,  which  she  was  soon  expecting  to  do. 

It  is  not  strange  that  she  longed  to  go  home,  feeling  that  her 
mother  needed  her;  but  of  this  she  gave  no  sign,  fearing  to  grieve 
those  about  her,  and  stood  cheerfully  in  her  place  until  the 
Lord's  hand  was  laid  upon  her  in  grievous  illness,  which  only 
ended  in  her  flight  to  the  heavenly  Home,  for  which  she  was  so 
well   prepared. 

It  was  uplifting  to  see  the  Christian  fortitude  which  sustained 
our  afflicted  friends  ii}  the  midst  of  their  deep  sorrow.  Mi-s.  Case, 
though  confined  to  her  bed  with  a  two-days-old  baby  girl  at  her 
side,  was  calm,  trustful,  and  uncomplaining,  her  only  thought 
being  for  the  absent  parents.  The  aged  father,  who  arrived  only 
in  time  for  the  funeral,  struggled  for  calmness,  and  bent  to  kiss 
the  rod  that  smote  him.  To  his  daughter's  exclamation  of  joy 
that  he  was  so  resigned,  his  gentle  reply  was:  **Did  you  think, 
my  child,  that  after  being  a  Christian  so  many  years,  I  was  to  be 
forsaken  of  my  God  now,  in  my  old  age,  and  at  the  time  of  my 
severest  trial?"  And  we  know  that  the  same  strong  arm  will 
sustain  the  bereaved  motlier,  who  has  had  to  bear  it  all,  at  such  a 
distance,  alone. 

May  the  *'  peace  of  God  which  passeth  understanding,"  be 
theirs,  now  and  forever. 

Gebtbude  E.  Eaton. 
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The  tidings  which  came  to  us  by  the  following  card  make  ns, 
as  a  Board,  bereaved,  motherless. 

ENTERED  INTO  REST. 

Eliza  Chappbll,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Porteb,  D.D.,  at  Santa 
Barbara,  California,  January  first,  A.  D.  1888.    JE  80. 

"  The  dear  Lord's  best  interpreters 
Are  humble  human  souls: 
The  Gospel  of  a  life  like  hers, 
Is  more  than  books  or  scrolls." 

In  this  one  life  of  her  whose  revered  husband  preached  the 
first  sermon  and  organized  the  first  church  in  Chicago,  has  been 
comprehended  all  the  marvelous,  rich  growth  of  this  city.  But 
the  riches  and  growth  that  have  been  given  to  souls,  in  this  coun- 
tiy  and  beyond  the  seas,  through  her  one  life,  can  never  be 
computed. 

As  the  first  teacher  in  Chicago,  living  for  awhile  in  the  family 
of  Major  Wilcox,  of  Fort  Dearborn,  then  in  a  small  frame  house, 
she  taught  many  of  those  who  were  to  mould  opinions  in  the  new 
settlement. 

In  1853  she  was  married  to  Rev.  Jeremiah  Porter,  and  thereafter 
labored  with  him  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Chicago,  in 
Peoria,  111.,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  and  in  the  Edwards  Chapel,  here,  till 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war, — then  in  the  Christian  Commission, 
doing  a  great  work  at  the  front.  With  her  own  hands  Mrs.  Porter 
closed  the  eyes  of  1,300  dying  soldiers.  Afterward,  Dr.  Porter 
being  stationed  as  an  army  chaplain  in  Texas,  Mrs.  Porter  opened 
the  school  once  taught  by  Miss  Rankin,  in  Brownsville,  and  carried 
it  on  for  some  years.  Other  frontier  forts  were  the  scenes  of  her 
loving  ministries,  while  her  children  had  gone  to  carry  the  bread 
of  life  even  to  distant  China.  Miss  Mary  Poi*ter  came  home  two 
years  ago  to  minister  to  this  dear  mother,  and  her  parents  gave  as 
a  thank-offering  for  her  return,  the  bell  which  rings  out,  from  the 
new  chapel  at  Pang  Chuang,  the  same  gospel  message  Miss  Porter 
used  to  carry  to  the  surrounding  villages. 

Months  of  loving  communion  in  the  Beulah-land  were  given  to 
these  three  servants  of  God,  till  on  New  Year's  morning,  at  Santa 
Barbara,  after  wishing  her  dear  ones  a  happy  New  Year,  and  say- 
ing to  them  "Peace  flows  through  my  soul  like  a  river,"  the  sweet 
mother  was  translated. 
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REPORT  OF  HOME  SECRETARY. 
BY  UBS.  I.  E.  DWINICLL. 
(Read  st  Ih«  oiiniTerBBry  meeting  In  Swramento.) 
FouBTEEH  bnndred  and   ninety-one  years  before   Christ,  the 
temple  ia  Jerusalem  was  to  be  furnished.     After  Bazaleel  received 
from  heaven   tbe  commaiid   concerning  it,  and  had  been  "  filled 
mOx  the  Spirit  of  Qod  in  wisdom,  and  in  nnderBtanding,  and  in 
knowledge,  and  in  all  manner  of  workmanship,"  he  summoned  the 
Hebrew  women  to  appear  before  him.    Thus  goes  the  legend: — 
"Beneath  the  desert's  rim  went  down  the  sun. 
And  from  their  tent-doors,  alt  their  service  done. 
Came  forth  the  Hebrew  women,  one  by  one. 
tJpoQ  a  goat's  bUq,  spread  upon  the  sand, 
Basioleel  sat,  and  saw  them  grouped  on  ever;  hand; 
And  soon  as  silence  fell  he  spake, 
And  sold, '  Daughters  of  Israel, 
I  bring  a  word;  I  pray  ye,  hearken  well. 
God's  tabemucle,  by  hia  pattern  made. 
Shall  tail  of  finish,  though  in  order  ]aiA, 
Unless  ye  women  lift  your  hands  to  aid.' 
A  murmnr  ran  the  crouched  assembly  thtongh, 
As  each  her  veil  about  her  closer  drew. 
'  We  are  but  women ;  what  can  women  do  7 ' 
And  Bazaleel  made  auswer:  '  Not  a  man 
Of  all  our  tribes,  from  Judah  unto  Dan, 
Can  do  the  thing  that  just  ye  women  can. 
Tonrs  Is  the  very  skill  for  which  I  call ; 
80  bring  your  cunning  needlework;  though  small 
Your  gifts  may  seem,  the  Lord  hath  need  of  all.' " 
The  Home  Secretaries  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Paoifio, 
have  been  sounding  the  Bazaleel  cry  in  the  ears  of  the  motiiiers, 
dangbters,  and  little  children  of  our  Congregational  Israel  another 
year,  and  we  come  to  tell  you  what  has  been  accomplished.    We 
cannot  tell  you  all, — only  a  few  of  the  external  things  about  our 
work.     There  are  spiritual  depths  that  we  cannot  sound, —  things 
about  it  which  none  of  us  can  appreciate  until  we  atand,  all  our 
work  done,  in  the  presence  of  God. 
oaii 
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In  the  early  part  of  1887  the  Secretaries  were  instmcted  to 
write  to  the  auxiliaries,  askini;  each  church  to  pledge  themselyes 
to  raise  a  certain  amount,  so  that  we  might  meet  our  obligations 
to  the  American  Board,  and  have  less  anxiety  than  we  sometimes 
do  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  apportionment  was  made  on  the 
gi'ouud  of  what  the  churches  had  given  in  1886.  "^  There  were  none 
of  the  auxiliaries  that  did  not  enter  heartily  into  the  plan.  Some 
felt  that  they  could  not  do  quite  so  much  this  year,  as  they  were 
doing  necessary  work  in  their  own  churches.  One  or  two  wrote 
that  they  would  take  no  backward  steps  in  this  matter;  some  that 
they  would  do  all  we  asked,  and  more  if  they  could.  The  Secre. 
taries  have  also  corresponded  with  all  the  Sunday-schools  in  the 
State,  asking  them  to  help  build  a  schoolhouse  in  Micronesia. 
We  have  received  contributions  from  thirty-eight,  many  of  them 
from  little  struggling  schools,  connected,  in  some  cases,  with 
home  missionary  churches.  Do  I  hear  some  one  say,  ''Oh I  that 
isn't  right;  they  need  their  money  at  home."  Can  any  one  of  us 
absolve  these  churches  from  obeying  Christ's  last  command, — 
almost  his  last  words, — ''  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature  "  ?  What  right  have  we  to  say,  You  must 
help  yourselves,  and  let  the  ''tragedies"  that  are  enacted  every 
day  in  heathen  lands  go  on,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned?  No ; 
these  churches  and  Sabbath-schools  will  have  the  ability  and  the 
will  to  do  more  for  themselves  if  they  work  for  something  outside, 
occasionally.  So  the  children  have  put  their  tiny  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  that  is  moving  on  the  car  of  salvation.  Some  of  them  have 
worked  in  the  Sunday-schools,  and  out  of  them,  too.  Early  in 
March  a  society  was  formed,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Wheeler,  in  the  First  Church  of  Los  Angeles.  She  was  soon 
obliged  to  leave  the  city,  and  the  care  of  these  wide-awakes  was 
transferred  to  Mrs.  Bosbyshell.  There  were  more  than  seventy  of 
these  girls.  They  called  themselves  the  "Acorn  Band."  They 
were  provided  with  "money  barrels,"  and  at  the  opening  of 
these  they  gave  an  entertainment.  They  had  recitations,  songs, 
and  a  dialogue,  or  little  drama  of  the  Light-Bearers,  in  which  eight 
girls  were  dressed  in  the  costumes  of  as  many  different  heathen 
nations.  "  It  was  a  great  delight  to  the  children,  as  well  as  to  the 
audience."  They  sang  the  "  chink,  chink  "  song;  if  they  shook 
their  thirty  money  barrels  as  they  sang  it,  what  a  silvery 
chorus  it  must  have  made !  They  also  served  ice-<sream  and  cake. 
As  a  result  of  this  entertainment,  they  sent  into  our  "  young  la- 
dies'" treasury  $75.  They  were  interested  in  Miss  Gunnison. 
About  this  time  we  had  a  letter  from  a  little  girl  in  Woodland, 
telling  us  of  a  mission  circle  that  had  just  been  formed  there. 
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They  call  themselves  "  The  Busy  Workers,"  and  there  are  twenty- 
nine  of  them.  In  May  we  heard  of  the  "  King's  Seed-Sowers,"  of 
Berkeley,  a  mission  circle  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Hackley. 

There  is  another  cunning  little  set  of  work-women  whose  good 
deeds  I  must  report.  There  are  only  four  of  them,  ages  ranging 
from  seven  to  ten.  They  used  to  meet  Wednesday  afternoon,  and 
ply  their  needles  with  a  will,  making  holders,  pen-wipers,  pin-halls, 
paper  flowers,  etc.  These  little  ones  always  commenced  their 
meetings  with  devotional  exercises,  the  small  president  reading, 
and  one  of  the  others  offering  prayer.  They  had  some  "  onerary  " 
memhers,  as  they  called  them,  and  before  the  sale  a  few  friends 
made  contributions  to  their  wares.  Two  of  these  little  girls  had  a 
cousin,  who,  being  a  boy,  was  not  eligible  to  membership ;  but  when 
the  sale  was  coming  off  they  thought  it  was  going  to  be  "  too  good  a 
time  for  him  not  to  be  in  it,"  as  Faith  Gartney  says,  so  they  voted 
to  have  a  candy-man.  Each  of  the  children  repeated  verses  that 
were  as  jolly  as  they  were  appropriate,  being  composed  for  the  oc- 
casion. No  public  notice  was  given  of  the  sale ;  only  a  few  friends 
were  invited.  They  generously  patronized  the  fancy  and  candy 
tables,  and  partook  of  the  ice-cream,  and  the  little  folks  were  very 
happy  when  it  was  all  over  and  they  found  they  had  $16  for  the 
school-building  in  Ruk.  We  have  thought  that  this  missionary 
zeal  among  the  children  should  have  more  than  a  passing  notice  in 
our  report.  Some  of  them  have  worked  intelligently  and  lovingly 
for  the  mission  at  Ruk.  They  have  taken  into  their  heart  of  hearts 
the  workers  there,  and  little  figures  robed  in  white,  with  a  faith  that 
knows  and  fears  no  denial,  have  daily  asked  God's  blessing  upon 
those  who  are  holding  up  the  banner  of  the  cross,  and  persuading 
heathen  people  to  come  and  rest  in  its  shadow  in  far-off  Micro- 
nesia. 

Besides  these  mission  bands  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  wel- 
coming three  new  auxiliaries — the  Seventh  Avenue  Congregational 
Church  of  East  Oakland,  Vacaville,  and  San  Diego. 

We  think  the  missionary  spirit  is  decidedly  on  the  increase  in 
our  churches.  However,  the  mists  have  not  all  cleared  away  —  the 
shadows  have  not  all  vanished.  Our  auxiliaries  report  small  mem- 
berships, and  smaller  numbers  at  their  meetings.  But  the  watch- 
word of  their  leaders  is,  "  The  world  for  Christ,"  and  they  are  not 
easily  cast  down. 

The  King's  Young  Daughters  of  California  are  working  nobly, 
supporting  one  of  their  own  number  for  the  last  two  years  in 
Japan.  But  there  are  a  great  host  of  young  ladies  who  are  wait- 
ing for  more  stirring  appeals.  One  dear  girl  said  awhile  ago, 
**  There's  time  enough  for  mission  work  when  I  am  thirty-five." 


124  I^I^E  AND  LIGHT. 

What  a  mistake  I  Young  ladies,  you  will  add  to  the  beauty  of  your 
own  lives  if  you  give  sweetness  to  the  lives  of  others..  Think  of 
the  poor,  degraded  girls  in  heathen  lands.  Think  of  their  menial 
services,  their  wretched  homes,  and  then  draw  the  contrast — your 
lovely  homes,  your  shielded  lives,  your  sweet  young  ladyhood. 
Enter  into  this  service  in  the  springtime,  and  in  the  summer, 
autumn,  and  winter  of  your  lives,  it  will  afford  you  joy  and  peace. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  mentioning  one  source  of 
discouragement  that  we  often  meet.  At  the  beginning  of  every 
year,  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Pacific  pledges  a  certain  amount- 
of  money  to  the  American  Board,  with  the  expectation  that  all  the 
churches  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington  Territory  are  in 
full  sympathy  with  them,  and  that  they  will  do  all  in  their  power 
to  help  raise  the  money  that  has  been  promised.  The  Woman'a 
Board  can  do  nothing,  as  you  very  well  know,  unless  they  are  in- 
dorsed by  the  churches.  Now,  when  we  hear  that  any  of  our 
churches  or  mission  circles  have  swung  off,  and  are  working  for 
some  object  which  we  are  not  pledged  for,  no  matter  how  worthy, 
we  feel  a  sense  of  discouragement  and  loss.  They  miss  our  fellow- 
ship, too ;  so  there  is  loss  on  both  sides,  and  no  gain.  Each  mis- 
sionary is  looked  out  for  by  a  society  similar  to  ours,  and  they  will 
see  that  she  has  every  facility  for  carrying  on  her  work  successfully. 
Let  us  look  out  for  our  own  missionaries,  and  let  the  other  socie- 
ties look  out-  for  theirs.  There  is  nothing  like  system  in  this 
matter.  Then,  in  the  coming  years,  let  us  not  take  up  other  peo- 
ple's work  and  neglect  our  own. 

If  the  five  thousand  women  who  are  connected  with  our 
churches  were  all  working  for  missions,  and  all  working  together, 
and  if  all  the  churches  in  America  were  doing  the  same  thing,  it 
would  not  take  nineteen  hundred  years  to  Christianize  anotiiier 
quarter  of  the  human  race. 

"  O  Christian  women  I  for  the  temples  set 
Throughout  earth's  desert  lands,  do  not  forget 
The  sanctuary  curtains  need  your  broidery  yet." 
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As  BpringB  the  bud  and  flower  to  bloo 

From  inner,  aileot  growth 
Of  seed  ivrspped  Id  its  sealed  tomb, 

II. 
So  springs  mj'  soul  In  faith  to  Thee, 

Jly  lii-iog,  present  Lord, 
Wilt)  brake  the  bands  of  death  for  n; 


The  Sun  of  Love,  witli  radiant  fire. 

Upon  my  walling  soul, 
Kindles  to  holiest  desire. 


The  dewH  o(  grace,  with  gentle  fall, 
Making  lue  bear  sweet  love  to  all. 


I  "A  ake  I  live,  from  death  to  birth  ! 
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INDIA. 
OUR  HOME  IN  HEAVEN. 

BY  MRS.  W.  B.  CAPRON. 

Turning  over  the  pages  of  a  journal,  I  found  a  record  which  I 
feel  like  giving  to  many  dear  friends  whose  hearts  have  been 
touched  with  sympathy  for  the  Hindu  widow.  It  comes  to  me 
afresh  as  a  tribute  to  the  tenderness  and  sympathy  of  the  glorified 
Jesus  our  Lord. 

The  date  is  September  18,  1879.  The  day  before  was  a  birth- 
day of  one  far  away.  The  usual  afternoon  work  with  the  Bible- 
woman  had  been  done,  and  the  next  morning  I  wrote  an  account 
of  it.     A  house  had  been  visited,  and  the  narrative  thus  continues : 

The  Bible-woman  then  went  with  me  to  a  new  place.  A  mother, 
now  a  widow,  and  her  only  daughter  are  both  studying  with  us,  and 
are  both  reading  the  Gospel  of  Luke.  I  marvel  at  the  way  these 
women  rush  through  the  primer  and  take  up  the  gospel  portions. 

Said  the  Bible-woman,  **  They  lived  in  a  fine  large  house,  but  it 
was  heavily  mortgaged,  and  the  mother  feels  the  change  very 
keenly.'*  We  were  already  on  the  steps,  and  the  street-door  was 
ajar.  Entering,  we  saw  the  two !  The  young  daughter  was  about 
fourteen,  and  very  lovely.  The  mother  seemed  like  a  person  of 
refinement  from  some  other  favored  land.  I  was  won  at  once. 
She  made  a  significant  motion  toward  the  inner  room  that  there 
were  men  in  there,  and  we  could  go  no  farther,  and  that  she  should 
not  read.  It  was  a  small,  square  entry.  A  mud  bench  was  on 
one  side,  where  I  might  sit,  but  a  great  bundle  of  straw  had  been 
deposited  upon  it.  Although  I  had  to  stand,  it  made  an  admira- 
ble support.  The  dear  woman  said,  "We  had  such  a  fine  house, 
and  you  have  to  come  here ! " 

I  asked  her  how  many  children  she  had,  and  she  held  up  one 
finger.  I  held  up  two  fingers,  at  which  her  face  broke  into  the 
tenderest  smile,  quickly  followed  by  a  most  grieved  look  as  she 
said,  "  And  they  are  so  far  away,  I  suppose." 

Then  I  told  her  about  the  birthday,  and  how  I  had  tried  to  cele- 
brate it  all  alone,  and  somehow  I  couldn't  seem  to. 

Said  she,  **  Will  they  make  cakes  for  her  in  America,  and  cele- 
brate her  birthday?'' 

"  O  yes,"  I  said,  not  wishing  to  lower  her  good  opinion  of  my 
relatives, 

*'  When  did  you  see  her  ?"  she  asked. 

*^  Five  years  ago  this  month,"  I  replied,  not  daring  to  compre- 
hend in  this  sympathetic  environment  what  I  was  saying.  At  this 
she  stretched  her  arms  toward  her  own  daughter,  not  saying  a 
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wordy  but  looking  at  her  as  if  she  were  ti*yiug  to  think  how  it 
must  seem  not  to  see  her  for  five  years.  I  could  not  endure  it  any 
longer,  so  I  broke  the  silence  by  saying,  "  You  have  had  to  leave 
your  fine  house,  and  I  am  all  alone  here  on  this  side  of  the  world, 
and  I'll  tell  you  the  bnghtest  and  best  things  I  know  of,  and  we'll 
see  what  we  have  to  look  forward  to." 

I  asked  the  dear  girl  to  find,  in  her  little  Gospel,  the  name  of 
Jesus.  She  showed  me  the  wonderful  word  in  three  or  four  places. 
So  I  said:  ^' Hjb  told  us  that  he  was  going  t6  make  ready  a  beauti- 
ful house  for  all  who  loved  him.  You  would  like  to  live  in  a 
house  not  mortgaged,  would  you  not?  I  am  sure  I  should  like  a 
real  home-like  feeling  once  more." 

"  Tell,  tell,"  said  the  mother;  **  this  place  is  farther  than  Amer- 
ica, away  up  above  the  sun." 

"I  know,"  said  the  young  girl;  **  it's  heaven."  Turning  to  her 
mother,  **  She  means  heaven." 

"  Oh!  oh!"  exclaimed  the  mother,  precisely  as  if  a  new  mean- 
ing of  a  familiar  word  had  burst  upon  her. 

"  Well,"  I  continued,  **  it  is  a  long  way,  and  how  caii  we  ever  go, 
and  ever  find  the  way  ?  "  7 

"You  are  learned,  and  will  tell  us,"  said  the  mother. 

"  If  somebody,  and  that  somebody  so  great  that  they  called  him 
'King  of  Kings,'  should  come  way  here  and  go  back,  wouldn't  He 
know  the  way?  " 

"  Yes,  indeed;  no  doubt,"  said  the  mother. 

'*  And  then  when  He  came,  the  beautiful  shining  ones  came  as 
far  as  they  could  and  not  put  their  feet  upon  our  poor  sinful 
earth.  They  came  singing  along,  and  they  know  the  way,. don't 
they  ?  If  one  or  two  of  them  should  come  to  show  us  the  way, 
we  should  go  surely  and  safely  along,  shouldn't  we?  Let  us  go 
there,  because  we  can  if  we  only  wish.  He  said,  *  Whosoever  will, 
let  him  come.'     It  is  come,  come,  from  every  voice  in  heaven." 

•'Only  hear  that!"  said  she  to  her  daughter. 

Sometimes  it  seems  so  easy  to  be  saved,  that  I  think  a  voice 
from  heaven  would  not  startle  me.  This  was  one  of  the  times, 
and  the  Bible-woman's  face  was  radiant. 

Taking  from  the  dear  young  girl's  hand  her  little  precious 
Gospel  of  Luke,  I  continued:  "Well,  this  great  and  glorious  One 
was  so  sure  that  if  he  came  as  a  king  we  should  be  afraid  of  him, 
that  he  did  the  wonderful  thing  of  beginning  like  the  rest  of  us, 
and  he  staid  up  in  the  country  north  of  us  long  enough  to  make 
us  all  sure  that  he  was  from  heaven,  and  then  he  went  back,  and 
he  is  expecting  us." 

"  Is  it  all  in  our  Book?"  she  asked. 
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**  Yes,"  I  said,  "  all  about  how  he  talked  with  people  who  came 
in  their  darkness  to  see  him,  and  how  he  pured  people;  and  when 
you  have  read  this  book  you  can  read  three  other  different  ones 
about  him." 

**I'll  read  them  all.     Fm  sure  I  will.'* 

*^  Does  it  seem  as  if  you  and  Amane  could  go  ?"  I  asked. 

**  It  seems  as  if  we  might,*'  said  she,  hesitatingly.  **  It  seems 
as  if  there  was  such  a  place.  We  do  not  know  about  these  things. 
It  is  true;  we  do  not." 

"  The  King  has  sent  you  this,  just  like  a  letter,  to  tell  you." 

"  Did  he?"  she  said,  with  evident  feeling  of  awe. 

*^  Yes;  he  made  it  come  so  that  you  should  leam  to  read,  and 
all  because  he  wishes  you  and  Amane  to  know  that  he  says  to 
you,  Come." 

** Is  that  why  you  teach  us  to  read?"  she  asked. 

**Yes;  God  planned  it  so,  and  the  most  blessed  part  is,  that 
when  we  read  he  knows  it,  and  helps  us  understand  the  meaning 
if  he  sees  us  trying  to  know.  You  need  not.have  the  Bible-woman 
always;  he  will  shc^w  you  the  meaning. 

She  seemed  to  enjoy  this  very  much.  I  continued,  "Should 
you  think  there  would  have  to  be  much  difference  in  you  before 
you  could  go?" 

"  Yes,  we  must  die  first;  I  know  that." 

"  Any  other  difference  ?  "  It  was  inexpressibly  touching  to  me 
to  see  how  this  woman  tried  to  say  what  she  was  dimly  conscious 
of,  and  yet  what  she  was  seeing  only  afar  off.  I  must  not  burden 
her.  She  will  see,  if  the  dear  Lord  is  going  to  save  her.  I  can 
serenely  leave  my  words  folded  away  safely  in  his  great  plans.  It 
cannot  but  be  precious  to  him  to  listen,  and  he  will  reserve  what 
he  needs  to  use.  So  I  quietly  said,  "  Read  this  precious  life,  and 
send  for  me  if  you  do  not  understand." 

I  opened  the  door  to  go.     How  bright  were  their  smiles! 

"  This  is  a  great  day  for  us,"  said  the  mother.  I  only  smiled, 
and  thought  down  in  my  heart,  what  if  thisiwere  indeed  a  birth- 
day for  Amane  and  her  mother!  What  a  celebration  this  wiH 
prove  to  have  been  if  I  find  them  in  heaven! 

The  next  date  is  two  years  later. 

( To  he  continued.) 
*♦> 

WORK  OF  THE  BIBLE-WOMEN^  IN  AHMEDNAGAR. 

BY  MRS.    M.    E.    BISSELL. 

To  have  an  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  seed  of  the  Word  is 
being  sown  over  the  broad  fields  around  us  by  women,  one  should 
have  been  present  at  our  woman's  meeting  in  October.     There 
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were  Bible-women  from  Ahmednagar  and  its  districts,  from  the 
Raburi  and  Wadale  fields,  from  Kolgaw,  Sirur,  and  Bombay.  Then 
there  were  partial  employees,  and  a  long  list  of  bright-faced, 
intelligent  young  women  who  have  gone  out  from  our  schools,  and 
are  letting  their  light  shine  from  homes  in  all  these  districts,  and 
form  our  volunteer  corps. 

After  the  examination  in  the  appointed  Bible  lesson,  the  day 
would  not  suffice  for  us  to  hear  from  the  many  who  had  some- 
thing to  tell  us  of  what  tliey  had  tried  to  do  during  these  last  six 
months,  and  of  the  listening  *ears  they  had  gained.  One  woman 
rather  lately  become  a  Christian,  and  not  educated  in  the  schools, 
has  undertaken  to  visit  in  ten  villages,  and  all  of  her  own  good 
will  and  pleasure,  with  no  hope  of  remuneration.  Two  women 
scarcely  middle  aged,  one  of  a  Brahmin  family,  the  other  a  farmer's 
daughter,  who  have  lately  been  preparing  for  the  work  of  Bible- 
women,  were  introduced,  and  one  of  them  said  a  few  words  of 
what  they  had  done,  or  were  hoping  to  do.  Since  that  meeting 
tbey  have  entered-  on  their  new  sphere  of  labor  in  Satara,  under 
Mrs.  Sibley's  care.  They  are  women  with  lustres  more  touching 
than  many  found  in  modem  romance, —  not  without  faults,  but 
with  true  earnestness  of  purpose,  giving  themselves  to  the  work 
of  proclaiming  Chiist  to  their  heathen  sisters.  Just  as  they  were 
taking  leave  of  Ahmednagar  and  their  many  friends,  they  said: 
"We  have  promised  that  if  God  gave  us  this  work  we  would  make 
an  offeiing  to  him  of  our  first  month's  allowance,  and  it  is  our 
wish  to  do  this."  Such  is  the  spirit  with  which  they  have  gone 
forth. 

One  of  our  missionaries,  who  has  lately  returned  after  an 
absence  of  two  years,  said:  *'  I  notice  most  the  change  among  the 
women.  They  seem  to  me  to  have  improved  so  much."  We  who 
know  them  best,  and  have  followed  them  along  from  their  school- 
days up  to  the  present  time,  have  an  idea  of  what  this  improve- 
ment means  that  others  would  not  guess.  How  many  tears  and 
prayers,  how  many  sinkings  of  heart  at  their  waywardness  and 
ofttimes  utter  failures,  and  what  labor  and  pains  have  been  be- 
stowed! Now  has  begun  the  dawning  of  Christian  womanhood 
among  them.  It  appears  in  their  houses,  the  care  of  their  chil- 
dren, in  their  thoughts,  reaching  out  for  the  good  of  others. 
Much  is  crude,  much  wanting  to  complete  tlie  true  Christian 
character,  but  all  is  hopeful  for  them.  How  encouraging  this  is 
no  one  simply  looking  on  from  the  outside  can  understand.  We 
rejoice,  and  praise  God ;  and  we  are  the  more  hopeful  concerning 
those  who  are  now  coming  forward  in  our  schools. 
But  I  wish  to  tell  you  of  some  of  the  Bible-women  on  our  list. 
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Bakhamabai's  husband  was  brought  into  the  theological  class  for 
four  months,  and  that  has  taken  her  away  from  Thrigundi, — her 
regular  place.  For  awhile  she  joined  the  Bible-women  in  the  city, 
but  the  aiTival  of  a  new  baby  has  mostly  laid  her  aside  from  active 
work  for  the  present.  She  will  soon  return  to  Thrigundi,  how- 
ever, and  will  be  glad  to  resume  her  work  among  those  women  in 
whom  she  is  so  much  interested.  Ramabai  and  Tazunabai,  while 
working  principally  in  the  city,  have  taken  occasional  trips  to  the 
near  villages,  and  met  many  companies  of  women.  They  are 
kind  and  conciliating  in  tlieir  manner,  and  are  wAloomed  as 
friends  whenever  they  become  acquainted.  Kayamabai,  with  her 
associate,  Muabai,  has,  as  usual,  worked  mostly  in  the  city.  Her 
little  family  does  not  allow  of  much  visiting  beyond,  and  yet  they 
go  to  the  small  hamlets  and  various  collections  of  houses  around, 
and  sometimes  to  villages  more  distant,  to  proclaim  the  truth. 
In  heathen  homes  and  by  the  wayside  they  have  sown  the  good 
seed  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  daily  as  we  have  met  together  for 
our  Bible  lesson,  it  has  been  followed  with  prayer  that  it  might 
spring  up  and  bear  fruit, —  when  and  how  only  our  Lord  knows. 

Yithabai  and  Bhazubai  had  not  much  that  was  new  and  strange 
to  tell  us  of  their  six  months*  work.  A  family  of  chauhhars 
(leather  dealers)  are  friendly,  and  send  their  little  girl  to  our 
Christian  school  in  Kolazan.  One  of  the  women  leads  a  sad  life 
since  the  new  wife  has  been  brought  into  the  house.  She  feels 
drawn  toward  the  Christians,  and  often  says,  "  I  would  come  to 
you  if  I  had  any  means  of  supporting  myself."  And  the  Bible- 
women  dare  not  hint  that  she  might  be  helped  in  some  way,  but 
tell  her  she  must  trust  to  the  Lord  to  care  for  her  temporal  wants. 
To  her  it  is  like  stepping  off  into  the  darkness,  and  we  cannot 
wonder  she  hesitates.  As  yet,  she  only  sees  men  as  trees  walking. 
We,  too,  are  ready  to  cry  out  for  ourselves,  "Lord,  increase  our 
faith  I "  Pray  that  the  faith  of  these  Bible-women  fail  not.  The 
trials  and  discouragements  in  connection  with  their  work  are 
great  and  peculiar.  They  are  ready  to  faint  and  to  exclaim,  "  Who 
hath  believed  our  report  I "  Pray  for  them,  dear  sisters,  and  for  all 
whose  work  it  is  to  guide  and  direct  them  in  their  labors. 

,♦, 

TURKEY. 

SOME  WORKERS   IN  DIABEKIR. 

BY  MISS   C.    E.    BUSH. 

I  WOULD  like  to  tell  you  how  some  of  our  workers  are  passing 
these  long  summer  days.  In  Diabekir  our  Bible-woman  rises 
early,  directs  her  daughter  and  dauj?hter-in-law  as  to  the  silk- 
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winding  for  the  day,  the  time  of  going  to  the  bath,  the  care  of  her 
two  lively  little  grandchildren,  and  the  preparation  of  the  evening 
meal;  and  with  a  hasty  bit  of  something  to  eat  to  last  until  that 
event,  with  a  searching  look  from  her  keen  black  eyes  at  the  tidy 
guest-i*oom  and  the  newly  washed  court,  goes  forth  on  her  rounds. 
Perhaps  she  is  under  some  peculiar  cloud  of  anxiety  for  her  sons 
or  the  church  when  she  eats  nothing  before  starting  out,  and  will 
not  partake  of  coffee  or  sweets  all  day  —  as  once  happened  when 
she  went  with  me  last  winter.  Such  days  are  days  of  prayer  for 
her.  She  has  some  twenty  houses  to  visit,  giving  reading  lessons 
fn  primer,  and  Bible  or  Testament.  Besides  these,  she  seeks  out 
some  poor  family  or  sick  person,  some  aged  saint  who  cannot  at- 
tend church,  or  some  woman  who  is  careless  in  attendance  on 
women's  meetings  or  Sabbath-school.  If  it  is  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing, she  is  there  ready  to  pray,  or  speak  some  earnest  word,  or  take 
the  lead  in  any  benevolent  enterprise.  She  also  makes  frequent 
calls  at  the  pastor's  house,  ever  hungry  for  the  deep  spiritual 
truths  that  fall  from  his  lips.    She  is  always  his  helper. 

One  other  good  Bible-woman  has  also  risen' early;  and  as  she 
leaves  her  knees,  after  committing  to  God  her  sons  and  husband 
and  her  beloved  daughter  in  America,  I  am  confident  that  the  pale 
face  and  bloodless  lips  wear  a  look  of  inexpressible  peace,  and  she 
leaves  the  cares  and  poverty  of 'home  with  a  heart  bent  on  blessing 
those  more  sorely  burdened  than  herself.  From  house  to  house, 
over  those  hot  pavements  to  the  great  cool  court  of  that  rich 
man  whose  wife  promised  me  to  commence  lessons  last  winter,  to 
the  humble  abode  of  a  Catholic,  where  a  grown  girl  receives  her 
teaching,  off  through  the  crowded  market-place  and  the  Turkish 
quarter  to  the  Syrian  quarter,  where  in  the  shadow  of  the  ancient 
Syrian  Church  she  carries  under  her  white  sheet  a  gospel  not  hid- 
den under  the  unspoken  Syriac  used  in  that  church  service. 
Blessed  woman!  Out  of  suffering  she  teaches  others  who  suffer 
of  the  comfort  and  the  peace  of  .God.  Like  the  other  of  whom  I 
have  written,  she  loves  God's  house,  and  is  foremost  among  the 
workers  in  the  church. 

In  a  neatly  whitewashed  schoolroom  adjoining  the  English 
consulate  sits  our  rosy-faced,  black-eyed  teacher,  with  her  troop 
of  little  girls;  all  with  neat  braids  of  dark  hair  down  their  backs, 
hardly  a  blue  eye  among  them,  and  all  except  mischievous  little 
Rebecca  ready  to  obey  the  teacher's  least  command.  Kebecca 
does'nt  know  how  to  sit  still.  Right  in  schooltime  she  folds  and 
unfolds  her  headkerchief,  puts  it  on  and  takes  it  off,  opens  her 
book  and  shuts  it;  and  how  aip  pen  kin  (a  b  c)  are  ever  going  to 
find  a  stationary  position  in  her  bobbing  little  head  is  a  mystery 
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to  mo.  The  children  stand  up  to  say  the  maltiplication  table, 
backward  and  forward,  up  and  down.  They  sew,  and  sing,  and 
write ;  and  all  in  perfect  order,  for  the  teacher  knows  the  art  of 
governing.  On  Monday  they  are  all  marched  off  in  a  body  to  the 
woman's  prayer-meeting,  where  they  recite  texts  of  Scripture  and 
verses  of  hymns,  to  the  delight  of  all.  The  teacher  goes  to  her 
very  humble  little  room  at  night,  and  her  sad-hearted  companion, 
a  poor  widow,  often  weary  and  discouraged;  but  I  hope  that  a 
sense  of  how  holy  and  blessed  is  her  taak  of  ti*aiuing  these  young 
minds,  will  nerve  her  for  many  days  of  such  service. 

Across  the  court  good  old  Deacon  M.  mops  his  face  over  the 
effort  to  keep  in  order  and  at  work  some  eighty  restless  youngsters. 
He  draws  on  the  blackboard  a  stork,  and  every  little  artist  pulls 
out  pencil  and  slate  and  makes  something  which  he,  too,  calls  a 
stork.  But  Deacon  M.  is  also  bent  on  teaching  the  boys  how  to  be 
Bible  Christians,  and  so  catechism  and  Testament  are  committed 
day  by  day,  and  short  prayer-meetings  held,  in  which  wonderful 
Bible  stories  make  bnght  eyes  shine. 

Up-stairs,  close  by,  Baron  K.  teaches  the  High  School  in  quar- 
ters so  close  that  three  rows  of  desks  leave  only  two  aisles, —  scai'cely 
wide  enough  for  him  to  pass  up  to  his  place.  His  gentle,  kindly 
manners  win  all  his  pupils.  He,  too,  is  a  Christian  worker,  and 
active  in  the  young  men's  societjf.  . 

Outside,  dervish,  beggar,  Turkish  moUah,  Armenian,  Catholic 
and  Syrian  priest,  merchant  pedler  and  veiled  woman,  go  their 
several  ways,  while  artisans  ply  their  trades  in  mites  of  open  shops 
V^ith  a  baking  sun  overhead.  Each  passer-by,  each  busy  worker 
in  shop,  or  home,  or  school,  has  a  priceless  soul,  and  how  few  in 
that  vast  city  know  anything  of  its  worth  and  needs,  or  its  future. 

Pray  that  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  will  abundantly  bless  the 
sermons  and  house-to-house  labors  of  Pastor  Karme  this  winter, 
that  the  city  of  Diabekir  may  be  shaken,  and  a  great  multitude  be 
turned  to  the  truth  and  salvation. 

4^» 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORK  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The  following  from  Rev.  E.  E.  Bliss,  D.D.,  will  show  something  of  the 
extent  of  the  work  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Newell  and  Miss  Twichell,  in 
Constantinople. 

Last  Sunday  I  had  the  opportunity  for  the  first  time  since  my 
return,  to  attend  the  Sunday-school  at  Gedik  Pasha,  under  the 
care  of  Mrs.  Newell  and  Miss  Twichell.  I  reached  the  place  *a 
little  after  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  full  half  an  hour  previ- 
ous to  the  time  appointed  for  the  opening  of  the  school.  As  I 
approached  I  heard  the  voice  of  song,  and  found  it  proceeded  from 
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two  gatherings,  one  of  Greeks  and  one  of  Armenians,  principally 
children.  These  children  and  their  adult  friends,  having  few 
watches  or  clocks  at  home  to  mark  the  time,  gather  at  the  place  of 
meeting  at  an  early  hour;  and  the  teachers,  not  willing  to  send 
any  away,  occupy  their  attention  with  various  exercises,  singing, 
responsive  readings,  and  repetition  of  Scripture,  while  the  crowd 
comes  in. 

The  Sunday-school  occupies  two  houses  adjacent  to  each  other, 
hut  having  no  communication  except  hy  the  street.  The  rooms 
are  small  and  crowded,  the  halls  narrow,  the  stairways  steep. 
The  class  I  entered  was  of  small  children,  taught  in  Armenian.  I 
tarried  only  to  join  in  the  opening  prayer,  and  to  listen  to  the 
Golden  Text  learned  on  the  previous  Sunday.  From  this  crowded 
room  I  ascended  to  another,  appropriated  to  a  class  of  Greek  girls, 
under  the  care  of  a  young  Greek  lady,  attending  to  their  lesson  in 
the  New  Testament.  This  young  lady  has  charge  of  the  week-day 
school  for  Greeks  in  the  same  huildiug,  and  is  herself  making 
rapid  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel.  In  an  adjacent 
room,  under  the  instruction  of  a  graduate  of  the  Home,  was  an 
interesting  class  of  Armenian  girls  studying  one  of  the  Lord's 
parables;  and  in  another  room  a  class  of  Armenian  boys,  with  a 
graduate  of  Robert  College  for  teacher,  was  discussing  the  direc- 
tion to  "  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  forth  laborers  into 
his  harvest."  Not  far  from  them  was  a  large  class  of  very  young 
children,  not  able  to  read,  and  listening  to  oral  instruction  in 
Greek. 

I  went  to  the  other  house  first,  into  a  class  of  young  men  (Ar- 
menian) discussing  with  their  teacher,  a  native  brother,  the  Para- 
ble of  the  Tares;  and  in  the  room  over  this  I  found  a  class  of 
mutual  instruction,  composed  of  adult  Armenian  women,  occupied 
with  the  same  lesson.  Higher  still  was  a  class  of  Greek  young 
men  under  Mr.  Seelye's  care,  aud  in  the  hall  outside  another  class 
receiving  instruction  in  Turkish.  Then  farther  down,  in  a  large 
room,  I  found  a  class  of  mixed  nationalities,  listening  to  an  expo- 
sition in  Turkish  of  the  lesson  of  the  day.  Here,  at  the  close  of 
the  school,  all  the  older  scholars  assembled  to  unite  in  the  closing 
exercises. 

During  my  visit  to  the  school  I  was  impressed,  as  I  went  from 
room  to  room,  with  the  lively  interest  in  their  work  by  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  Every  eye  was  awake,  every  ear  attentive; 
answers  were  promptly  given,  and  with  great  correctness.  When 
I  reflected  that  almost  every  individual  child,  and  the  majority  of 
the  adults,  were  from  families  outside  the  Protestant  ranks,  and 
that  it  was  only  through  this  school  that  families  had  contact  with 
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evaugelical  influences,  I  felt  the  value  of  the  work  in  progress. 
The  attendance  numbered  two  hundred  and  fifteen, — without  doubt 
the  largest  number  gathered  in  the  city  among  the  native  popula- 
tion to  listen  to  evangelical  teaching  or  preaching.  The  number 
present  the  week  before  was  two  hundred  and  flfty;  the  smaller 
gathering  this  Sunday  was  attributable,  in  part,  at  least,  to  the  hold- 
ing, in  neighboring  Greek  churches,  of  preaching  services, —  a  new 
movement,  stimulated,  without  doubt,  by  the  influence  of*  the 
school  and  other  evangelical  instrumentalities,  in  awakening  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  importance  of  religious  instruction. 

I  was  impressed,  too,  with  the  straitness  of  the  accommodations 
for  the  school.  To  And  places  for  the  classes  mentioned,  the 
ladies  in  charge.were  obliged  to  use  their  dining-room,  parlor,  two 
of  their  bedrooms,  and  the  hall  between,  incurnng  much  care  each 
successive  Sunday  morning  to  flt  the  different  rooms  for  the 
classes;  while  all  through  the  services  they  busied  themselves, 
directing  all  comers  to  their  places,  helping  in  the  instruction  as 
need  might  be,  and  in  the  singing;  attending  all  along  to  the 
innumerable  matters  required  for  the  good  order  of  so  motley  a 
crowd.  Among  them  were  continually  found  new-comers,  all 
unused  to  the  ways  of  the  school,  and  requiring  here  a  word  and 
there  a  word  until  the  general  atmosphere  of  the  place  has  its 
influence  upon  them.  Some  of  the  scholars  seemed  to  have  come 
out  of  the  streets,  and  all  were  from  the  poorer  ranks  of  the  pop- 
ulation, but  the  general  appearance  of  the  school  was  one  of 
cleanliness  and  good  behavior.  There  is  marked  progress  in  this 
from  time  to  time,  as  there  is  in  the  higher  character  of  the  older< 
scholars  and  of  the  assistant  teachers  the  school  gathers  to  itself. 

Immediately  at  the  close  of  the  school  a  boys*  meeting  —  it 
might  be  called  a  Society  for  Christian  Endeavor  —  was  held  in  one 
of  the  class-rooms  for  prayer  and  praise;  and  a  little  later  a  session 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  to  consider  plans  for 
Christian  labor  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Meanwhile  the  ladies 
add  to  all  the  labors  of  the  Sunday-school,  if  strength  at  all  allows, 
a  preaching  service  in  Greek,  followed  by  one  in  Turkish,  at  the 
coffee-house  at  Koum  Kapon,  located  at  some  distance,  where 
their  help  is  requii^ed  in  the  singing. 

This  is  a  slight  sketch  of  the  Sunday-school  work  at  Gedik  Pasha. 
With  the  coming  of  Monday  morning  come  the  two  day-schools, 
one  Greek  and  one  Armenian,  under  the  charge  of  native  teachers 
through  the  week,  superintended  by  the  American  ladies,  with 
the  evening  schools,  in  which  these  same  ladies  give  part  of  the 
instruction  and  the  occasional  lectures,  etc.,  for  which  they  make 
the  necessary  arrangements.  The  two  buildings  constitute  a  perfect 
Jiive  of  work,  and  the  work  has  completely  outgrown  the  buildings. 
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THE  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES  IN  KIOTO,  JAPAN. 

BxAB  Young  Fbiju^db  :  The  buildings  of  the  Doshisha  Nurses' 
School  and  Hospital,  at  Kioto,  tn  ibe  erection  of  which  you  have 
taken  so  kind  an  interest,  have  been  completed  and  formally 
opened.  You  will  remember  that  Japanese  friends  were  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  establishing  this  enterprise  —  they  contribu- 
ting to  the  purchase  of  the  land,  while  American  friends  were  to 
provide  the  building.  Five  hundred  and  fifty-three  persons  con- 
tributed to  the  purchase  of  the  land,  and  accordingly  this  number 
of  invitations  were  sent  out  —  one  to  each  contributor  —  to  unite 
with  us  in  a  formal  dedicatory  service,  to  be  held  on  the  fifteenth 
instant.  The  day  proved  fair,  and  at  ten  o'clock  the  hospital 
grounds  were  thrown  open  to  the  public.  Nurses  and  house- 
physicians,  under  Miss  Richards  general  direction,  acting  as  guides, 
about  three  thousand  people  visited  the  different  departments  of 
the  institution  —  the  physicians,  officials,  and  health  authorities 
being  especially  interested  in  what  they  saw.  The  Hiogo  NewSf 
referring  editorially  to  the  opening  exercise,  thus  describes  the 
institution :  *'  The  Nurses'  School  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  park,  only  four  or  five  blocks  from  the  Doshisha  English 
School,  and  a  little  farther  from  the  Girls'  School  on  the  north 
side  of  the  same  park.  Its  grounds  cover  the  whole  of  one  side  of 
a  block,  and  the  premises  comprise  a  large  building  for  the  nurses, 
a  residence  for  the  superintendent,  a  building  for  dispensary, 
office,  and  out-patient  department,  a  general  hospital  ward,  an 
obstetric  ward,  and  a  residence  for  the  house-physician.  In  addi- 
tion, tliere  are  necessary  auxiliary  buildings.  Tlie  purpose  is  to 
train  young  women  thoroughly  in  the  work  of  nursing  the  sick, 
and  also  to  give  them  such  religious  and  moral  training  as  will  fit 
them  to  occupy  a  most  use'ful  position.  As  Governor  Kitagaki 
well  said  in  his  address,  *  without  a  solid  moral  character,  a  nurses' 
professional  training  will  be  of  little  benefit  to  society.'  The  build- 
ings are  carefully  planned  and  substantially  built,  though  without 
unnecessary  display,  and  are  believed  to  be  thoroughly  well  adapted 
for  the  cure  of  the  sick  and  the  education  of  their  nurses." 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  more  formal  exercises  took 
place  in  the  Doshisha  College  Chapel.  On  the  platform  were 
seated  the  Doshisha  President  and  Trustees,  the  College  Faculty, 
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the  Hospital  and  Training  School  Staff,  the  Governor  of  Kioto, 
the  Heads  of  Government  Departments,  the  Sanitary  Authorities, 
the  two  Mayors  of  the  two  Divisions  of  the  city,  some  leading 
physicians,  and  a  few  visitors  from  abroad.  Fifty  of  the  Doshisha 
students  were  admitted  by  ticket,  and  the  remaining,  numbering 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  were  those  who  had  contributed  to 
the  schJbl  fund.  The  exercises  continued  for  nearly  two  hours 
and  a  half,  but  the  interest  remained  undiminished  to  the  close, 
when  Professor  Kanamori  delivered  his  eloquent  address  on  the 
**Aims  of  the  Doshisha."  The  order  of  the  service  was  as  fol- 
lows:—  ^ 

"  Dedicatory  Service  of  Kioto  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Do- 
shisha Hospital  and  New  Library  Building,  Doshisha  College,  held 
at  College  Chapel,  November  15,  1887. 

"Singing. —  By  Congregation. 

"Invocation. —  Reverend  M.  L.  Gordon,  D.D. 

"  Welcome. —  Mr.  Nakamura  Yeski. 

"  Historical  Sketch  of  School  and  Hospital.— Dr.  Takamatsu. 

"Object  of  the  Institution. —  President  Neesima. 

"Function  of  Nurses*  School. —  Dr.  Sara  Buckley. 

"Dedicatory  Prayer.—  Reverend  Mr.  Matsuyama. 

"Singing. — By  young  ladies  from  Doshisha  Girls*  School. 

"Congratulatory  Letter. — By  His  Excellency, Governor  Kitagaki. 

"  Address. — From  His  Excellency,  Richard  B.  Hubbard,  United 
States  Minister.     (Read.) 

"  Address.— From  T.  R.  Jemigan,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Consul,  Kobe. 
(Read.) 

"Letter. —  By  Mayor  Takemura. 

"  Letter.—  By  Mayor  Sugihara. 

"Letter  on  behalf  of  Contributors. —  Y.  Tanaka,  Esq.,, Chair- 
man Kioto  Fu  Assembly. 

"Letter  on  behalf  of  Physicians. —  Dr.  Nakaral. 
Letter. —  K.  Nishimura,  Vice-Chairman,  Kioto  Fu  Assembly. 
Singing. 

"Dedicatory  Prayer. —  Reverend  I.  T.  Ise. 

"Address. —  Reverend  Paul  M.  Kanamori. 

"Benediction. —  Reverend  J.  D.  Davis,  D.D.'* 

At  the  close  the  company  adjourned  to  the  New  Library  Build- 
ing, the  newest  and  finest  of  the  buildings  of  the  Doshisha  School, 
and  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  Park.  In  this  building  sim- 
ple refreshments  were  served  to  the  guests  by  the  wives  of  the 
professors,  both  Japanese  and  American,  aided  by  the  nurses  and 
the  foreign  children  of  the  station.  The  occasion  afforded  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  a  large  number  of 
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tepresentive  and  influential  men  the  different  branches  of  our 
common  work,  and  the  impression  made  is  very  gratifying  to  our 
friends. 

You  should  know  how  interested  in,  and  loyal  to,  this  woi^ 
our  Japanese  friends  are.  From  the  first  they  have  given  it 
cordial  and  efficient  support,  and  it  was  pleasant  to  see  with  what 
Interest  and  delight  the  Christians  of  the  city  co-operated  in  mak- 
ing the  opening  exercises  attractive  and  pleasant.  Dudng  the 
previous  day  and  a  part  of  the  night  they  labored  hard  in  beauti- 
fying and  decorating  the  buildings  and  grounds.  Each  ward 
table  was  f  uiiiished  with  a  small  bouquet ;  large  ones  were  placed 
in  the  centre  of  the  wards;  over  the  main  entrance  was  erected  a 
beautiful  arch  of  evergreens  and  flowers;  and  Anally,  to  complete 
thd  whole,  a  large  wisteria  vine,  which  covered  one  side  of  the 
out-patient  building,  standing  at  the  head  of  the  main  entrance, 
was  filled  with  full  blown  chrysanthemum  flowers.  In  the  best 
sense  our  Japanese  friends  regard  the  institution  as  their  own, 
and  will  labor  and  pray  for  its  widest  usefulness  and  success.  In 
our  united  efforts  here  to  this  end,  I  am  sure  we  shall  continue  to 
realize  your  sympathy  and  help. 

With  kind  Christian  regards. 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  C.  Bebby,  M.D. 
<♦► 
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TWENTY  YEARS'  REVIEW. 

BY  MBS.  8.  BBAINABD  PBATT. 

When  artists  would  copy  the  wonderful  frescoes  that  adorn 
the  ceilings  of  the  Vatican,  they  place  a  mirror  on  the  floor  at 
their  feet,  that  so  they  may  study  in  miniature  the  glories  above 
them.  In  glancing  at  the  score  of  years  that  lie  behind  us,  may 
not  our  review  servo  the  purpose  of  a  hand-glass,  in  which  we  see, 
though  blurred  and  imperfect,  the  story  of  the  years  ? 

Is  it  ten  years  ago,  or  but  a  swift  flash  of  the  weaver's  shuttle, 
since  we  met  in  this  place  to  review  our  first  decade  ?  Have  the 
ten  years  grown  to  a  score  so  soon  ?  Wisely,  then,  have  we  called 
a  halt  in  our  march  while  we  recall  our  yesterdays,  and  learn  the 
lessons  they  may  teach  us  for  our  hastening  to-morrows ;  resting 
our  hearts  meanwhile  in  the  assurance  that  amid  all  our  little, 
fleeting  years,  there  is  One  who  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
forever. 
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The  Woman's  Board  was  bom  with  an  inherited  work.  Our 
mothers  and  p^raudmothers  had  sown  in  tears;  we  came  to  reap 
with  joy.  But  it  is  true  that  for  the  last  twenty  years  a  remarka* 
ble  impetus  has  been  given  to  work  for  woman;  and  He  who 
prepares  weapons  for  his  own  work  in  ways  we  know  not,  brought 
into  being  this  and  kindred  societies,  when  the  fullness  of  time 
had  come  for  a  new  depai'ture  in  missionary  effort. 

It  is  but  a  short  page  of  history,  the  twenty  years  since  this 
Board  was  formed ;  yet  it  gives  us  a  strange  feeling  to  read  tho 
missionary  literature  of  1868, —  as  if  the  sun-dial  which  marks  the 
coming  of  the  perfect  day,  had  gone  backwaixl  many  degrees. 

Shall  we  blot  out  the  intervening  years  for  a  moment — place 
the  Woman's  Board  back  in  its  cradle,  and  see  the  surroundings 
into  which  it  was  bom  ? 

We  must  turn  to  the  pages  of  the  MiaHonary  Herald  for  our 
news  from  the  kingdom  of  twenty  years  ago,  and  in  reading  it  we. 
miss  many  things  familiar  now  as  household  words  in  this  jrear  of 
grace  1888.  Why  this  strange  silence  about  Japan  ?  Not  yet  open 
to  the  gospel !  Japan,  the  eager,  beckoning  nation,  with  its  hands 
outstretched  toward  Western  civilization  and  Western  religion; 
Japan,  with  its  200  evangelical  churches,  its  16,000  communicants, 
its  native  pastors,  its  crowded  schools,  not  open  to  the  gospel 
when  this  Woman's  Board  was  formed !  Did  we  not  come  to  the 
kingdom  when  the  King's  business  required  haste  ? 

At  that  time  there  were  only  four  or  five  missionaries  in  all 
Japan.  They  were  from  the  Presbyterian  and  Dutch  Reformed 
churches.  The  American  Board  had  no  work  in  that  country,  and 
it  was  not  till  October,  1869,  that  Secretary  Treat  read  a  paper  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  in  Pittsburgh,  giving  reasons 
why  missionaries  should  be  sent  to  that  field. 

It  was  then  voted  to  occupy  it,  and  Mr.  Green  was  the  first  man 
sent  out  by  the  American  Board ;  but  as  lately  as  1872,  a  Japanese 
scholar  was  put  to  death  for  teaching  the  language  to  one  of  our 
American  missionaries. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  Presbyterian  denomination  was  still 
united,  with  our  own  in  the  foreign  work,  and  reports  from  Syria, 
Persia,  Greece,  the  Gaboon  Mission,  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  the 
Dakotas,  the  Ojibwas,  and  the  Senecas  appear  in  the  pages  of  the 
Herald, 

Some  grand  work  had  already  been  done  in  female  education, 
and  here  and  there  schools  for  girls  were  shining  like  beautiful 
lamps  in  the  darkness. 

For  forty-four  years  the  seminary  in  Oodooville  had  been  send- 
ing out  Christian  girls  to  make  Christian  homes  possible  in  Ceylon. 
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It  was  then  under  the  care  of  Miss  Agnew,  and  numbered  46 
pupils.  The  Madura  Boarding  School  had  been  in  operation  for 
thirty  years,  and  had  a  membership  of  50,  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Chandler,  aided  by  Miss  Smith. 

At  Ahmednagar,  Mrs.  Bissell  was  caring  for  the  60  girls  of  the 
school,  which  was  also  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  its  life. 

In  Turkey,  Miss  Fritcher  was  even  then  leading  a  band  of  35  in 
a  school  which  was  started  twenty  years  before  in  Constantinople, 
and  removed  in  1865  to  Marsovan.  At  Aiutab,  Miss  Proctor  had 
for  seven  years  been  teaching  a  little  company  that  now  numbered 
25.  At  Eski  Zagra,  a  company  of  15  maidens  were  gathered  under 
Miss  Reynolds. 

In  Harpoot,  Miss  Seymour  and  Miss  Warfield  were  just  master- 
ing the  language,  that  they  might  teach  the  forty  girls  in  the 
seminary;  while  at  Bitlis,  a  graduate  of  Harpoot,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Knapp,  had  a  band  of  a  dozen  girls  under  her  charge. 

In  China,  a  school  in  Foochow,  starting  in  1863  with  one  girl, 
in  1868  numbered  20,  and  was  then  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Baldwin, 
while  in  North  China,Mrs.Bridgman's  boarding  school  numbered  15. 

Other  missionaries  were  already  in  the  field  who  have  since 
then  become  ours  by  adoption.  Mrs.  Capron  had  been  doing  her 
grand  work  in  Mana  Madura  for  twelve  years.  In  Africa,  Mrs. 
Tyler  and  Mrs.  Mellen,  for  nearly  a  score  of  years,  had  been  giving 
their  lives  to  the  Zulus.  In  Turkey,  Mrs.  Schneider,  obliged  to 
leave  Aintab  for  a  cooler  climate,  was  in  Broosa,  where  they  were 
talking  of  starting  a  school.  Miss  West  had  been  in  Harpoot  for 
sixteen  years,  Mrs.  Allen  for  thirteen,  Mrs.  Wheeler  for  eleven, 
Mrs.  Montgomery  in  Marash  for  five,  Mrs.  Tracy  in  Marsovan  for 
one  year;  while  in  Foochow,  Mrs.  Hartwell  had  for  sixteen  years 
been  saying  to  the  crippled  women  of  China,  "In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  rise  up  and  walk!" 

Such  were  some  of  the  surroundings  into  which  this  Woman's 
Board  was  bom. 

The  year  1868  was  one  of  encouraging  reinforcements  in  the 
new  work  for  women,  and  some  of  the  names  since  grown  familiar 
and  dear  to  us  appeared  then  for  the  first  time  on  the  missionary 
roll. 

Miss  Townshend  had  but  just  arrived  in  Ceylon;  Miss  Mary 
Andrews  reached  Tung-cho  in  June  of  that  year;  the  Misses  Ely 
sailed  in  July  for  their  new  field  in  Bitlis,  as  did  also  Miss  Tracy 
for  Sivas,  followed  soon  by  Miss  Parmelee  for  Mardin,  Miss  Pow- 
ers for  Antioch,  and  Miss  Van  Duzee  for  Erzroom.  In  September, 
Miss  Norcross  arrived  in  Eski  Zagia  for  the  missionary  life  which 
was  to  end  in  three  short  years  with  the  message  to  her  loved 
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ones,  **  Tell  them  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  worth  living  for 
but  working  for  Jesus." 

In  October,  Miss  Pay  son  sailed  for  Foochow,  as  did  also  Hiss 
Bliss  and  Miss  Clark  for  Turkey,  and  Miss  Webster  for  Ceylon. 
Miss  Closson  saw  Cesarea  for  the  first  time  in  November^  and  in 
the  same  month  Mrs.  Edwards  reached  Inanda. 

Our  missionaries  for  the  first  year,  were  Mrs.  Edwards  for 
Africa,  Miss  Andrews  and  Miss  Payson  for  China,  Miss  Parmelee, 
Miss  Tracy,  and  Miss  Clark  for  Turkey  and  Miss  Webster  for 
Ceylon.  Of  these,  four  have  continued  through  all  the  twenty 
years  of  our  history,  though  two  of  them  we  know  by  changed 
names:  Mrs.  Edwards,  Miss  Andrews,  Mrs.  Andrus,  and  Mrs. 
Marsh  are  our  veterans  of  to-day. 

It  would  take  too  much  time  to  attempt  to  give  in  detail  the 
events  which  have  made  each  year  of  the  twenty  precious  to  us; 
we  can  only  allude  to  a  few  of  the  more  notable  ones,  and  briefly 
contrast  our  beginnings  with  our  present.  Much  of  the  earlier 
history  of  the  Board  was  given  in  1878,  when  we  kept  our  first 
decade,  and  need  not  be  repeated  now. 

Our  first  fields  of  labor  were  China,  Ceylon,  Turkey,  and 
Zululand,  but  year  by  year  we  have  lengthened  our  cords  and 
strengthened  our  stakes,  till  our  missionary  tent  is  cosmopolitan 
in  its  dimensions.  In  1869  we  entered  India  and  Persia ;  in  1872, 
Japan,  Spain,  and  Dakota;  in  1873,  Mexico;  in  1876,  Austria;  in 
1877,  Micronesia;  in  1882,  West  Central  Africa;  and  in  1886  we 
put  an  entering-wedge  into  the  work  in  East  Central  Africa. 

Some  of  these  fields  we  have  since  been  called  to  resign  to  other 
hands:  Persia,  to  the  exclusive  care  of  the  Presbyterians,  in 
1870;  and  in  1882,  when  the  Indian  Missions  were  transferred  to 
the  American  Missionary  Association,  we  resigned,  with  loving 
regret,  the  work  among  the  Dakotas,  and  the  seven  missionaries 
whom  we  were  supporting  there. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  Board  had  no  school-building  of  its 
own  to  which  to  send  its  first  seven  teachers.  Time  would  fail 
me  to  tell  how  one  after  another  it  has  assumed  the  support  of 
institutions  that  were  then  existing;  how  one  after  another  new 
day  and  boarding  schools  have  been  opened;  new  buildings 
erected;  homes,  hospitals,  and  dispensaries  built.  More  than 
$200,000  have  been  paid  for  these  buildings,  which  have  been  like 
little  glimpses  of  America,— nay,  more,  like  the  very  gate  of 
heaven  to  thousands  of  girls  whom  they  have  sheltered.  To-day 
these  Chnstian  monuments  speak  for  you  beside  the  blue 
waters  of  the  Bosphorus;  on  the  high  plains  of  Aintab;  where 
the  Taurus  Mountains   smile  on    Harpoot;   by  the  blue  sea  at 
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Smyrna;  in  pleasant  Mai'sovan,  in  Bitlis,  Van,  Mardin,  and  in 
many  another  place'  they  are  saying  for  you  to  tlie  girls  of 
Turkey,  "Maiden,  I  say  unto  thee,  arise."  Nor  here  alone;  in 
India  and  Ceylon,  in  Africa,  China,  Japan,  and  beautiful  Xusaie, 
these  consecrated  walls  are  telling  in  language  which  all  may 
read,  that  American  women  are  stretching  out  helping  hands  to 
their  sisters  of  every  nation,  "  for  love's  sake." 

Eloquent  as  are  these  silent  witnesses,  they  are  as  nothing 
to  the  spiritual  building  in  which  the  Lord  has  permitted  us  to 
have  a  little  share;  for  day  by  day,  and  year  by  year,  without 
noise  or  observation,  precious  stones  have  been  polished  and 
prepared  for  the  King's  palace. 

The  twenty  years  have  shown  a  wonderful  growth  in  female 
education  in  the  lands  for  which  we  work.  One  or  two  facts  are 
significant. 

Dr.  Clark  tells  us  that  ''prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
Woman's  Boards,  the  number  of  male  members  in  our  mission 
churches  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  female, —  in  many  in- 
stances two  or  three  to  one.  As  the  result  of  woman's  work, 
a  great  change  has  taken  place ;  and  in  most  of  our  missions,  at 
the  present  time,  the  number  of  church-members  is  very  evenly 
divided." 

Twenty  years  ago,  in  the  fields  now  occupied  by  the  American 
Board  (not  including  those  afterward  given  up  to  the  Presbyte- 
rians), there  were  10  female  boarding  schools,  with  350  pupils; 
and  352  common  schools,  with  a  female  membership  of  3,103. 
To-day  the  American  Board  has  41  female  boarding  schools,  with 
a  membership  of  2,318;  and  878  common  schools,  with  an  esti- 
mated female  membei*ship  of  13,766.  Of  this  number  we  count, 
as  our  own,  28  boarding  schools,  with  not  far  from  1,800  schol- 
ars, and  215  common  schools. 

Our  little  band  of  seven  missionaries  in  1868,  has  increased 
till  we  claim  102  missionaries,  supplemented  by  132  Bible- 
women. 

Of  the  171  missionaries  who  have  been  connected  with  this 
Board  since  its  formation,  12  have  died  while  in  active  service. 
They  ai'e:  Miss  Norcross,  Miss  Warfield,  Miss  Smith,  Mrs.  Good- 
rich, Miss  Chandler,  Mrs.  Robert  Hume,  Mrs.  Pierson,  Miss  Towns- 
hend,  Mrs.  Shauffler,  Miss  Agnew,  Mrs.  H<artwell,  and  Mrs.  Tyler. 
Fifty-seven  have  severed  their  connection  with  the  Board,  from 
failing  health  or  a  change  of  location,  and  102  constitute  our 
working  force  of  to-day. 

The  workers  at  home  during  the  twenty  years  have  been  trying 
to  keep  step  with  those  abroad,  and  we  trust  the  old  ordinance 
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of  King  David  will  hold  good,  that  '^  as  his  part  is  that  goeth 
down  to  the  battle,  so  shall  his  part  be  that  tarrieth  by  the 
stuff:  they  shall  part  alike"  ;  or,  rather,  that  both  may  have  some 
trophies  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  Him  to  whom  belongeth  the  battle, 
and  the  soldiers,  and  who  appointeth  to  each  his  place. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  Board  stood  as  almost  the  pioneer 
among  organizations  of  women  for  the  foreign  field.  Five  yeai*8 
before,  an  undenominational  society,  called  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Union,  had  been  formed  in  New  York  City  for  work 
among  the  zenanas.  Our  own  formation  was  followed  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  by  that  of  our  almost  twin  sister 
Board  of  the  Interior,  and  in  1873  by  that  of  the  Pacific,  while 
other  denominations  have  grandly  taken  their  place  in  this 
nineteenth  century  crusade  of  woman's  work  for  woman.  In- 
deed, so  far  has  this  loving  spirit  of  united  effort  spread,  that 
there  is  a  Woman's  Board  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  a  Woman's 
Board  of  Armenia,  and  we  have  ev6n  heard  of  a  Woman's  Board 
for  Spain;  though  that  seemed  to  be  born  not  of  love,  but  of 
hatred,  to  jealously  watch  the  work  of  our  school  at  San 
Se'bastian. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  Board  stood  with  no  organized  sup- 
porters, but  with  a  well-defined  plan  and  hope  that  auxiliary 
societies  would  *be  formed  in  the  churches;  and  that  as  these 
grew  too  numerous  and  too  distant  for  the  care  of  the  central 
society,  that  they  would  be  gathered  into  branches,  for  more 
convenient  nurture.  How  well  that  hope  has  been  fulfilled,  the 
history  of  twenty  years  has  shown. 

In  1870  the  Board  welcomed  with  thanksgivings  its  first 
daughter,  the  Philadelphia  Branch.  Since  then,  like  the  fruit- 
ful mother  she  is,  she  has  welcomed  twenty-one  others,  and 
one  Conference  Association,  making  a  royal  family  of  twenty- 
three  daughters,  each  with  her  children  and  children's  children, 
all  bound  together,  in  loving  fellowship  by  Him  who  setteth  the 
solitary  in  families.  Not  least  among  the  blessings  for  which 
we  thank  God  to-day,  are  the  strong  Christian  friendships 
which  have  been  formed  and  cemented  by  this  common  work 
for  Christ. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  Board  had  no  periodical  or  missionary 
literature  of  its  own. 

In  March,  1869,  Life  and  Light  was  started  as  a  quarterly,  with 
a  "Children's  Corner."  In  1871  the  corner  became  a  quarterly, 
called  Echoes  from  Life  and  Light;  and  when  in  1873  the  mother 
magazine  •  became  a  monthly,  the  children's  Echoes  also  came 
twelve  times  a  year  instead  of  four.    In   1875   the  Echoes  were 
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incorporated  with  The  Well  Spring,  continuing  so  until  1882 
when  the  Mission  Dayspring  was  started  jointly  by  the  Ameri- 
can and  Woman's  Boards.  This  little  magazine  has  grown  in 
stature  and  in  favor,  until  it  starts  this  new  year  of  1888  with  a 
list  of  over  17,000  subscribers;  and  our  modest  little  quarterly 
of  1869  with  its  500  subscribers,  now  makes  its  monthly  visits  to 
over  15,000.  Of  both,  we  say  with  Paul,  "Not  as  though  we 
had  already  attained,  either  were  already  pei*fect,  but  we  follow 
on." 

For  the  first  six  years  of  the  life  of  the  board  one  day  sufficed 
for  its  annual  meeting ;  but  in  1874  two  whole  days  became  neces- 
sai*y;  and  in  1879  another  was  added, —  not  as  a  public  meeting, 
but  for  a  more  informal  conference  with  officera  of  branches.  In 
1884  the  Board,  by  formal  action,  changed  its  constitution,  and 
became  a  delegate  body. 

In  addition  to  its  regular  meetings,  two  Conventions  have  been 
held  for  executive  officers  and  delegates  of  branches.  One  in  Octo- 
ber, 1875,  lasting  for  three  days,  was  held  in  East  Boston,  at  the 
house  of  the  President,  Mrs.  Bowker;  a  second,  in  September,  1886, 
was  held  for  two  days  in  the  parlors  of  the  Central  Church,  Bt)s- 
ton. 

Of  the  original  executive  officers  of  the  Board  there  remain  to- 
day but  six, —  our  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  and  three  Direc- 
tors. 

We  cannot  forbear  to  make  grateful  mention  of  her  in  whose 
soul  this  Boai*d  had  its  birth,  on  whose  heart  it  has  been  carried 
all  these  years,  to  whose  wise  leading,  and  clear  thought,  and 
sagacious  counsel  it  owes  so  much;  who  has  never  been  absent 
from  its  annual  meeting,  and  but  rarely  from  its  business  meet- 
ings.   Thank  God  for  our  President. 

In  counting  up  the  gains  and  losses  of  our  history,  shall  we 
reckon  as  lost  the  dear  friends  who,  as  the  swift  years  have  rolled 
by,  have  laid  down  this  work  of  their  love  and  passed  behind  the 
veil?    Are  they  lost  because  unseen? 

Among  them  are  ten  vice-presidents,  two  treasurers,  one  cor- 
responding secretary,  nine  directors,  and  twelve  missionaries,  who 
have  died  while  in  our  service.  Do  they  meet  sometimes  on  the 
other  side,  and  with  clearer  eyes  mark  the  coming  of  the  kingdom? 
With  more  burning  love  do  they  talk  of  the  King? 

What  has  it  cost,  this  work  of  our  twenty  years  f  In  money  paid 
into  the  treasury,  about  $1,553,709. 

Is  it  much  ?  It  cost  far  more  than  that  to  make  a  road  through 
one  little  mountain  in  this  State;  is  it  then  much  to  spend  in 
leveling  the  mountains  to  make  a  highway  for  our  God  ?    It  would 
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go  very  little  way  in  building  and  equipping  the  shortest  line  of 
railroad ;  is  it  then  much  to  spend  in  building  a  road  reaching  from 
earth  to  heaven?  It  is  spent  in  this  country  between  every  sun- 
rise and  sunset  for  the  liquor  that  drowns  men's  souls;  is  it  then 
much  to  spend  in  carrying  the  water  of  life  that  shall  save  them  ? 

What  more  has  it  cost?  A  little  self-denial,  perhaps,  in  those 
who  have  given  the  money;  more  still,  it  may  be,  in  those  who 
have  asked  for  it;  most  of  all  in  those  who  have  borne  the  burden 
and  carried  the  anxieties  of  the  work.  It  has  meant  many  prayers ; 
are  they  not  in  Christ's  golden  censer?  Some  teara;  are  they 
shining  in  the  rainbow  round  about  the  throne  ? 

Are  we  sorry  now  for  anything  of  time,  or  thought,  or  money, 
or  ease,  or  prayer,  which  we  have  given  to  this  work  ?  Shall  we 
be  sorry  by  and  by  when  our  eyes  have  seen  the  King — the  Lord 
of  hosts? 

What  has  it  accomplished,  the  work  qf  our  twenty  years  f  It  has 
sent  living  lips  to  proclaim  in  many  languages  good  news  to  the 
lost.  It  has  sent  hundreds  of  Bible-women  with  Christ's  own 
words  through  cities  and  hamlets,  in  homes  and  by  the  wayside; 
it  has  built  homes  and  schools  where  thousands  of  the  King's 
daughters  have  been  made  meet  for  their  Father's  palace;  it  has 
gathered  little  children  and  placed  them  in  the  arms  of  Jesus ;  it 
has  made  Christian  mothers;  it  has  told  of  eternal  life;  it  has 
brightened  the  dark  valley;  it  has  lifted  up  Him  who  will  draw  all 
men  to  himself. 

So  we  lay  our  yesterdays,  with  all  their  shortcomings,  at 
Christ's  pierced  feet ;  the  mistakes  all  ours,  the  praise  all  his.  So 
we  go  on  to  oui*  untried  to-morrows. 

"  For  the  new  years  come, 
And  the  old  years  go. 
As  swings  Time's  pendulum 

To  and  fro; 
But  the  kingdom  grows." 


MKS.  CONSTANTINE  BLODGETT. 

Died,  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Nov.  28,  1887,  Mi-s.  Hannah  Maria 
Blodgett. 

It  is  fitting  that  in  the  columns  of  our  missionary  magazine 
a  passing  tribute  should  be  given  to  one  who,  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  has  been  a  contributor  to  foreign  missions,  and  since  the 
formation  of  the  Woman's  Board  has  been  an  enthusiastic  and 
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efficient  officer,  whose  zeal  and  devotion  has  ever  been  an  inspira- 
tion, and  whose  prayers  have  been  an  unfailing  source  of  strength. 

Her  life  was  a  busy,  earnest,  joyous  one,  spending  itself  in  lov- 
ing ministrations  to  others,  exerting,  and  leaving,  an  influence 
which  death  cannot,  we  believe,  destroy. 

With  a  love  for  the  foreign  work  that  was  almost  a  passion,  it 
is  not  strange  that  well  nigh  her  last  conscious  act  and  thought 
was  not  of  self,  or  those  bound  to  her  by  the  strongest  earthly  ties, 
but  of  Christ,  and  the  extension  of  his  kingdom  through  the  earth. 

For  years  we  are  sure  the  deepest  feeling  ot  her  heart  was,  ''  I 
love  thy  kingdom.  Lord,"  and  she  loved  it  to  the  end. 

During  the  last  sad  days,  when  reason  had  fled,  loving  friends 
who  watched  beside  her  felt  that  in  some  way,  unbeknown  to 
them,  the  Heavenly  Father  ministered  to  the  diseased  mind,  as 
there  rang  out  in  the  sick-room,  in  her  clear,  distinct  voice,  the 
words,  "  One  thing  is  certain,  God's  promises  arcsure." 

Surely  we  need  not  be  disheartened  though  some  of  the  work- 
ers in  God's  harvest  field  have  been  gathered  home,  for  his 
promises  are  sure,  and  the  work  shall  go  on  till  the  whole  earth 

sball  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  Grod. 

A.  R.  W. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  Jcunuary  18  to  February  18, 1888. 
Miss  Emma  Cabbuth,  Treasurer. 


MAIKS. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  Machias, 
Cheerful  Workers,  $52; 
Lcwiston,  Pine  St.  Gh.,  Aux.; 
$3G;  Gilead,  Mountain  Rills, 
$6;  Portland,  Y.  L.  M.  B., 
Thank-off.,  of  wh.  $27  by  the 
Beacon  Lights,  Seaman's 
Bethel  Ch.,  $88,  Williston 
Gh.,  $18.14,  Second  Parish 
Gh.,  Aid  Soc*y,  $37,  Seaman's 
Bethel  M.  G.,  Ocean  Pebbles, 
$19,  $256  14 

Wells.— First  Gong.  Gh.,  Ladies,    12  66 


Total, 


NSW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$267  79 


New  Hampshire  i5ranc/t.— Miss 
A.  £.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Am- 
herst, L.  F.  B.,  $60;  Atkinson, 
Flowers  of  Hope,  $:«;  Con- 
cord, Anx.,  $30;  Exeter,  Aux., 
$46;  Hampton,  Lookout 
Guards,  $8;  Newport,  Ladies, 
Gong.Gh.,$62.77  ;North  Hamp- 


ton, A  Friend,  $6;  Plymouth, 
Aux.,  $22;  Tilton,  Gurtice  M. 
G.,  $9.    Ex.,  $69.60,  $186  08 

H^ewport.—Cong,  Gb.»  Mrs.  J. 
B.  Om,  6  00 


Total, 


VERMONT. 


$190  06 


Fennont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  Bellows 
Falls,  Mt.  Kilburn  M.  G.,  $6; 
Benson,  Aux.,  $26;  Bnrlinfi;- 
ton,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  R.  W.  F.  Smith, 

t40;  East  Berkshire,  Aux., 
10;  Essex  Junction,  Golden 
Rule  Band,  $21 :  Lunenburgb, 
Aux.,  $7.25;  Orwell,  Aux., 
$40.10 ;  Rutland,  Aux.,  $116.42; 
Sprinefield,  Aux.,  $14;  St. 
Johnsbury,  South  Gh.,  Aux., 
$37,  Boys^  Miss'y  Jug  Soc'y, 
$20;  Townshend,  Aux.  and  S. 
S.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Laura  G. 
Rand,  $26.    Ex.,  $36.36,  $335  41 

Felchville.—MiBB  M.  W.  South- 
worth,  3  26 


Total, 


$888  66 


us 
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C.  E. 
Clara 
Hins- 
$50; 


MASSAOHUSBTTS. 

Andover  and  Wobum  Branch.— 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Kedford,  Pine  Needles,  $10: 
Lawrence,Trinity  Ch.,Ladies* 
Miss'y  Soc*y,  $30.40;  West 
Medford,  Aux.,  $10;  Lexing- 
ton, Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  A 
Friend,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Mabel  Wine,  $31.40, 
namstable  Branch.— Miss  A. 
Snow,  Treas.  Cotuit,  Aux., 
$30;  Truro,  Aux.,  $5, 
Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs. 
West,  Treas.  Dalton, 
L.  Crane's  S.  S.  CI.,  $5; 
dale,  Mountain  Rill, 
Housatonic,  Aux.,  $13.24; 
Pittsfield,  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
$7.64,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $18.56; 
Stockbridge,  Aux.,  $27, 
East  Douglass.— Second  Cong. 

Ch., 
Franklin  Co.  Branch.—  Miss  L. 
A.  Snarhawk,  Treas.    South 
Deerneld,  Aux.,  $7.75,  CoU'n 
at  Branch  Meeting,  $4, 
Hampshire  Co.  -flrancfe.— Miss 
I.G.Clarke,  Treas.    Williams- 
burgh,  Ladies  of  Cong.  Ch. 
and  Soc'y,  of  wh.  $50  by  Mrs. 
Helen  E.  James,  const.  L.  M's 
Mrs.  Sophia  K.  Nash,  Miss 
Mary  Price,  $88.70;  Amherst, 
Junior   Aux.,   const.  L.  M*8 
Miss  Helen  M.  Jameson,  Miss 
Mary  L.  Hall,  $201.20;  North- 
ampton, Edwards  Ch.,  S.  S., 
Primary  CI.,  $5, 
Huntingwn  Hill.— Awn.f 
Lowell.— KirVi  St.  Ch., 
Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.      Hol- 
brook,  Torch- Bearers,  $52.47, 
Little  Lights,  $27 ;  Plymouth, 
Aux.,  $90, 
Pea^ody.—Sonth  Cong.  Ch.,  8. 

S., 
Springfield  Branch.— Miss  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Sprinefield,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$25,  Hope  Ch.,  Aux.,  $15; 
Holyoke,  Second  Ch.,  Kozen 
SocV,  $40, 
Suffolk  Branch.— ^\ss  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Arlington, 
Young  Ladies'  Foreign  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $125 ;  Auburn  dale.  Miss 
L.  L.  Mitchell,$l, Aux.,  $26.72; 
Boston,  Thank-off.,  from  A 
Country  Friend,$10,A  Friend, 
$5,  Children,  70  cts..  Miss  M. 
L.  Perkins,$5;  A  Friend,  $100, 
Miss  M.  J.  Phipps,  $1 ;  Shaw- 
mut  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Blaney,  const.  L.M.  Miss  Lucy 
M.  Blaney,  $25,  Old  South  Ch., 
Bartlett  Band,  $36,  Mt.  Ver- 
non   Ch.,    Toung     People's 


$81  80 
35  00 


121  44 
6  00 

11  75 


294  90 

9  50 

45  00 


169  47 
25  00 


80  00 


Aux., $91 ;  Chelsea,  Third  Ch., 
Woman's  Miss'y  Soc'y,  $35; 
Cambridge,  A  Friend,  $6, 
Shepard  Memorial  Ch.,  Aux., 
Miss  S.  C.  Bent,  const,  self 
L.  M.  $25;  Cambridgeport, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  C.  Whitney,  $1.40; 
Dedham,  Asylum  Dime  Soc'y, 
$1.85,  Chapel  Rays,  $22;  Dor- 
chester, Village  Ch.,  Y.  L.  M, 
C,  $20.60,  Second  Ch.,  Life 
and  Li^ht  M.  C,  $4.20;  East 
Somerville,  Mrs.  Henry  How- 
ard, $5;  Everett,  Aux.,  $5; 
Foxboro,  Aux,,  $40;  Hyde 
Park,  Aux.,  $25.80;  Jamaica 
Plain,  Aux.;  $150;  Neponset, 
Stone  M.  C,  $10;  Roxbury, 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Hooker,  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Lucy  R.  Kirby,  $26, 
Walnut  Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $100, 
Inimauual  Ch.,  Helping 
Hands,  $32,  Eliot  Ch.,  Aux° 
$23.45;  Somerville,  Miss  G. 
Holbrook,  $5,  Prospect  Hill 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $10;  South  Boston, 
Phillips  Ch.,  Aux.,  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Smith,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Helen  S.  Conley,  $25; 
Wellesley  Hills,  Aux.,  $86; 
West  Newton,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$50  const.  L.  M's  Mfss  Sarah 
A.  Whitney,  Miss  Fannie  B. 
Carpenter,  $84,  $1,167  72 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs, 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Mill- 
bury,  Second  Ch.,  Primary  S. 
S.  CI.,  Birthday  Pennies,  $1; 
Spencer,  Aux.,  $57;  Warren, 
Aux.,  $9;  Worcester,  Union 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $82.40;  Ware,  Y. 
L.  Soc'y,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Bell  Naylor,  $30, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
E.  H.  Baker,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Harriette  N.  Baker, 
$150*const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Perry,  Mrs.  H,  O.  Draper, 
Mrs.  Geo.  Tucker,  Miss  Emma 
Hall,  Miss  Theodosia  Cum- 
min gs.  Miss  Mary  Taylor, 
$191,  370  40 


Total, 

LEGACIES. 


$2,417  98 


Danvers.— Legacy  of  Mrs.  Caro- 
line Gould,  $500  00 

Worcester  Co.  firanc/i.— Legacy 
of  Cornelia  M.  Draper,  Wor- 
cester, 100  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford  Branch.— Ti/lrs.  G.  It. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  CoUins- 
ville,  Cong.  S.  S.,  $6;  Hart- 
lord,  A  Friend,  Asylum  Hill 
Ch.,  $10,  A  Friend,  $2,  South 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $38,  Lucy  A.  Brain- 
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ard,  const.  L.  M.  Lucy  M. 
Brainard,  $25,  Centre  Ch.,  M. 
C,  $10;  West  Hartford,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Lilian  F. 
Roberts,$100  ;Windsor  Locks, 
Aux.,  $80,  $270  00 

New  Haven  ^ranc/i.— Miss  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Bridgeport, 
Aux.,$50.85,  North  Ch.,  Cbeer- 
ful  Workers,  $10,  S.  S.,  $10, 

.  Chinese  CI.,  $21.05,  Park  St. 
Ch.,  Pearl-Seekers,  $15,  South 
Ch.,  Dew-Drops,  $37.31 ; 
Bridgewater,  Aux.,  $33,  Y. 
L.  M.  C„  $10;  Canaan,  Aux., 
$10;  Cromwell,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$75  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Eme- 
line  E.  Savage,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Botelle,  Mrs.  Laura  D.  Calef, 
$159.14;  Greenwich,  Aux., 
$26;  Harwinton,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Eveline  S. 
Barker,  $2;  Litchfield,  Aux., 
$36.40,  Daisy  Chain,  $100; 
Meriden,  Cneerful  Givers, 
$40,  Boys*  M.  B.,  $25 ;  Middle- 
town,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Kate 
Bradley,  $125;  Naugatuck, 
Aax.,$12;  NewBritain,Centre 
Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
Wm.  M.  Churchill,  const,  self  - 
L.  M.  $137.30,  Little  Givers, 
$28.33;  New  Haven,  College 
St.  Ch.,  Coral  Workers,  $80, 
Y.  L.  M.  C,  $25;  Davenport 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $57.63,  D wight 
Place  Ch.,  Fairbank  M.  C, 
$25,  United  Ch.,  Aux.,  $73.75; 
North  Stamford,  D.  W.  Y.  C. 
Band,  $9;  Redding,  Ready 
Folks,  $60;  Saybrook,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Emeline 
K.  Dowd,  Mrs.  Henry  F. 
Clark,  $60;  South  Canaan, 
Aux.,  $2;  Stratford,  Aux., 
$69,  Y.  L.  M.  B.,$30;  Torring- 
ton.  First  Ch.,Aux.,  $16;  Wal- 
lingford,  Aux.,  $33.78 ;  Water- 
bury,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $78.69; 
Winsted,  Aux.,  $67.19,  1,565  42 

Grange.— 'HL.  B.,  $3,  Robbie 
Woodruff,  $2,  6  00 

Festporf.— Friends,  4  00 


Total, 

I.EOACIE8. 


$1,844  42 


fiar^ord.— Legacy  of  Elizabeth 
C.  Root,  $100  00 

JITewlTaven, —Legacy  of  Mary 
Dutton,  100  00 

VKW  YOBK. 

Camutoto.— Mrs.Anna  G.  War- 
ner, $2  00 
New  York  City.— A  Friend,  00 
New  York  State  Branch.— Misa 
C.   A.   Holmes,   Treas.      Al- 


bany, Morning  Star  M.  C, 
$50;  Berkshire  Aux.,  $50; 
Brooklyn,  East  Ch.,  Aux., 
$60,  Lewis  Ave.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$13.05,  Tompkins  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Bingham,  $200; 
Canandaigua,  Aux.,  $100; 
Gloversville,  Aux.,  $50;  Mt. 
Vernon,  Aux.,  $10;  Norwich, 
Aux.,  $24;  Rochester,  Mt. 
Hor  Miss'y  Friends,  $10.  Ex., 
$20.05,  $547  00 


Total, 

$549  50 

NEW  JEKSEY. 

Jersey  City  Heights.— Mtb. 

L.   Ames, 
Newark.— ''X.  Y.," 
Princeton.— Mrs.  Fred  Vint 
Summit.—  Miss    Louisa 

Wood, 

C. 

on, 
M, 

$5  00 

90 

3  20 

10  00 

Total, 

$19  10 

FLOBIDA. 

Tangerine.— Aux. f  90  cts.,  S. 
H.,  $10, 

M. 

$10  90 

Total, 

$10  90 

OHIO. 

FTitidAam.— Ladies*  M.  B., 

$16  85 

Total, 

$16  85 

ILLINOIS. 

JDanver8.—Bu9y  Bee  Soc*y, 

$5  00 

Total, 

$5  00 

CALIFORNIA. 

Pomona.— A  Friend, 

$    40 

TotAl, 

$    40 

DAKOTA. 

5an6om.— Mrs.  J.  W.  Donald- 
son, 

$1  00 

Total, 

$1  00 

laNNESOTA. 

-S"*.  Paul,— A  Friend, 

$    30 

Total, 

$    30 

General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 

$5,661  96 

41  92 

800  00 

Total, 


$6,503  90 


Miss  Habbiet  W.  Mat, 

As8*t  Treas. 


CENTRAL  TURKEY. 
A  WORD  FKOM  MISS  SHATTUCK. 

Decehbbb  10, 1887. 

The  summer  waa  spent  is  a  delightful  spot— nine  bours  from 
here— genuine  "camping  out"  with  the  Marden  family,  Mr. 
Mend  and  Miss  Blakelej  as  companions,  and  fine  old  walnut, 
"  Cedar  of  Lebnnon,"  spruce  and  pine  treea,  abundant  supply  of 
pure  cold  water,  and  the  loved  mountain  scenei'y,  as  elements  iu 
our  eDvironment.  Mr.  Marden  was  with  us  noue  after  the  terrible 
fire  in  Zeitoon,  hut  with  the  sufferers,  as,  indeed,  he  has  been  most 
of  the  time  since,  and  continues  to  be,  miuisteriugto  their  temporal 
and  spiritual  needs.  Only  this  morning  comes  the  word  that  ten 
men  from  the  "Bobber's  Ward"  have  enrolled  themselves  as 
Protestants,  and  ol  these  one  came  on  Monday  with  his  son,  and 
both  are  eagerly  learning  to  read  in  school.  Fifteen  more  are  about 
declaring  themselves  —  these,  too,  heads  of  families. 

Being  surrounded  with  Armenian  villages,  we  did  what  we 
could  for  the  ignorant  women  and  childi'en  this  summer.  A 
theological  student  with  our  party  as  Turkish  tencltor,  always 
went  out  with  some  of  ns  on  the  Sabbath  and  very  faithfully  rend 
and  expounded  the  Word  to  numbera  varying  from  60  to  175,  ac- 
cording to  the  places  visited  in  one  day.  These  seven  little  vil- 
lages have  never  before  been  worked  by  Protesbiiit  preachei's,  and 
the  ignorance  is  indescribable,  often,  too,  the  indifference  as  ap- 
palling, hut  many  did  listen  eagerly  to  the  gospel  truth.  We  know 
not  what  will  be  the  fruit,  for  it  is  not  yet  seen. 

e  with  elgbt  new  girls 
ter  of  RFEat  rejoicing 
to  them,  as  there  Is  bo  little  interest  In  the  eclncation  of  p;)rlB  In  Turkey. 
Several  of  last  year's  pupils  are  teachlDG,^one  with  Mrs.  Coffint;,otherg  lu 
Marash.  Miu  Sbattuck  has  n  ilailj  noon  prayer- meeting  ol  tifteen  mlnntes, 
to  pray  for  these  young  teachers.  Often  two  thirds  of  her  housoholil  are 
present,  and  the  prayers  are  very  enriieat.  An  annual  meeting  of  pcayOT  (or 
schools  and  colleges  Is  not  enongh  far  Turkey. 
C1501 
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CHINA. 
TOURING  NEAR  KALGAN. 

BY  VIRGINIA  C.    MURDOCH,  M.D. 

We  made  our  first  tour  November  25th.    A  list  of  patients,  who 
lived  in  villages  near  by,  had  been  prepared,  the  day  was  fine,  we 
Lad  a  good  cart  and  a  good  driver,  and  the  Helper  Chao,  his  wife, 
and  the  wife's  brother,  the  dispensary  gate-keeper,  accompanied 
me.     We  started  at  nine  o'clock,  after  prayers  and  the  lesson  of 
my  class  at  the  hospital.     At  the  first  village,  Chi  Lick  a  Fang,  we 
got  out  at  the  public  tea-house.     The  helper  talked  to  the  men  in 
the  outer  room,  and  I  to  the  women  in  the  inner  room.    Then  we 
were  invited  to  go  to  four  different  courts.    In  all  these  places  the 
inner  rooms  were  crowded  with  women,  and  the  helper  talked  to 
the  men  out  in  the  court.     We  gave  medicines  to  a  large  number 
of  patients,   and  took  our  departure.    After  a  short  ride  Hong 
Fung  came  in  sight.     There  we  had  no  acquaintance,  so  we  went 
to  a  tea-house,  had  a  cup  of  tea,  talked  to  the  women  who  gath- 
ered in  the  room,  the  helper  preached  to  the  men  outside  and  sold 
books,  we  gave  medicine  to  a  few,  and  left,  for  the  next  village, 
Chien  Tung.    Here  we  knew  no  one  and  could  find  no  tea-house; 
but  the  helper  tried  to  sell  books,  and  soon  gathered  a  crowd,  who 
listened  quietly  to  his  preaching.     We  waited  in  the  cart,  and  dis- 
tributed cards,  furnished  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  with  a 
verse  of  Scripture  on  each  one.    At  Lao  Chia  Shuang  we  waited  at 
the  inn  until  our  gate-keeper  could  find  the  people  with  whom  we 
were  acquainted.    A  few  people  followed  us  into  the  court,  and  we 
tried  to  give  them  something  of  the  Bread  of  Life.     While  waiting, 
a  good-looking  woman  invited  us  visit  a  very  sick  girl.     We  went 
with  her,  and  found  the  poor  child  in  a  very  critical  condition, 
really  dying.  We  could  give  her  friends  no  hope.  The  parents  looked 
very  sorrowful.     They  had  but  two  children,  this  girl  of  fourteen, 
and  her  brother  about  seventeen.    Not  only  did  they  want  her  to 
live,  because  they  loved  her,  but  the  unhappy  question  where  she 
should  be  buried  could  not  but  come  to  their  minds.     Adults  can 
be  buried  in  handsome  coffins,  with  all  honor,  in  the  family  bury- 
ing-ground.     Boys  can  have  a  humble  place  there,  also.     Children 
are  buried  in  rudely-made  coffins,  generally  on  unoccupied,  uncul- 
tivated hillsides.    Babies  are  wrapped  in  mats,  and  thrown  out  in 
any  convenient,  lonely  place  where  the  wolves  or  dogs  can  tear  their 
dear,  innocent  little  bodies  to  pieces.     It  is  horrible  to  meet  with  a 
half-eaten  body,  or  see  a  beautiful  little  arm  or  a  tiny  foot  lying 
about.    The  Chinese  have  a  theory  that  if  they  dispose  of  the  body 
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in  this  way  the'  little  soul  will  be  liberated  by  the  devo^iring 
beasts,  to  come  again  as  a  son.  But  where  shall  the  girl  over 
twelve  be  buried?  Not  in  the  family  lot  I  That  could  not  be 
thought  of.    Superstition  is  against  it. 

A   STRANGE  BURIAL  CUSTOM. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  the  parents  seek  some  family  who 
have  lost  a  son,  and  arrangements  are  made  to  marry  the  dead  girl 
to  the  perhaps  long-buried  son.  It  is  extremely  undesirable  even  in 
the  spirit  land  to  be  unmarried,  and  to  provide  the  boy  with  a  wife 
is  a  most  praiseworthy  thing.  If  rich,  the  parents  make  a  feast, 
the  tablet  of  the  boy  invites  the  tablet  of  the  girl,  and  friends 
gather  around  the  festal  board  and  make  merry.  The  mother-in- 
law  buys  beautiful  paper  dresses,  and  by  burning  them  sends  them 
into  the  spirit  land,  for  the  bride^s  use.  The  girPs  coffin  is  lowered 
into  the  grave  of  the  boy,  the  funeral  music  is  changed  to  wedding 
marches,  and  all  the  people  rejoice  that  the  son  has  a  wife.  The 
girl  has  had  an  honorable  burial,  and  is  handsomely  provided  for, 
as  her  parents  think,  so  they  are  somewhat  comforted.  The  poor 
also  do  their  best,  with  less  expenditure.  If  the  parents  cannot 
find  a  husband  for  their  daughter  she  must  be  temporarily  buried 
on  the  hillside,  with  the  children,  until  they  do  find  one.  My  in- 
formants tell  me  that  people  are  very  particular  about  adhering  to 
this  custom.  One  said  the  daughter  of  a  friend  of  hers  had  been 
buried  five  years  before  they  found  a  husband  for  her.  Then  they 
put  her  in  a  new  coffin,  and  married  her  with  due  ceremony  to  the 
dead  boy. 

■  •• 

FOREIGK  NOTES. 

A  LETTER  from  Miss  Poole,  who  is  now  in  Osaka,  describes  *'  the 
dearest  little  home  in  the  world,"  where  she  and  Miss  Colby 
live  together,  and  she  is  the  housekeeper.  Miss  Poole  assists  Miss 
Daughaday  in  her  school  of  three  hundred  girls,  and  has  also  com- 
menced a  Sunday  Bible  class,  composed  of  Japanese  young  men, 
who  study  partly  in  English  and  partly  through  an  interpreter. 
They  are  eager  learners,  and  we  ask  that  much  prayer  be  offered 
for  them,  that  they  may  receive  the  truth  into  their  hearts,  and 
practice  it  in  their  lives. 

Miss  Poole  speaks  of  her  schoolroom  as  well  finished  and  con- 
venient, not  unlike  the  American  schoolrooms.  This,  at  Osaka, 
was  the  first  self-supporting  school  in  Japan,  and  its  holding  on 
its  way  in  its  small  beginnings  is  due  mainly  to  the  efforts  of  Paql 
Sawayama,  the  native  pastor,  now  so  much  lamented  there.    It  is 
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self-supporting  in  the  sense  that  only  the  salaries  of  the  mission- 
aries are  paid  by  the  Board.  All  other  expenses,  including  the 
salaries  of  several  Japanese  teachers,  are  paid  by  the  natives. 

Miss  Diament,  in  a  recent  letter,  gives  us  an  insight  into  some  of  a  mis- 
sionary teacher's  trials. 

I  have  been  bereaved  in  my  school.  One  of  the  girls  who  came 
in  last  spring  has  been  taken  away  by  her  father.  Some  one  had 
written  that  she  was  homesick,  and   crying  herself  thin.      The 

Grandfather  was  alarmed,  and  sent  the  father  for  her  immediately, 
[e  came,  and  found  her  well  and  happy,  and  crying  only  because 
she  did  not  wish  to  go  home.  The  father  would  gladly  have  left 
her,  but  feared  his  father's  wrath.  The  matron,  her  aunt,  brought 
her  to  take  leave  of  me,  and  told  her  to  say,  "  I  will  see  you  again," 
the  usual  form  of  leave-taking.  She  would  not  say  it,  but  told 
her  aunt,  ''  I  am  going  away,  and  shall  not  see  her  again.  How 
could  I  say  it?" 

I  do  hope  she  may  be  allowed  to  return  some  day. 
Last  week  another  girl  was  called  for.  Her  betrothed,  wishing 
a  cook,  came  for  her;  but  we  told  him  it  would  be  contrary  to  all 
foreign  and  Chinese  custom.  A  relative  of  hers,  an  elderly  person, 
must  come  for  her.  We  advised  him  to  come  up  and  read  this 
winter,  and  take  her  in  the  spring.  I  hope  to  keep  her  some 
months.  The  girls  hardly  begin  to  learn  before  they  are  taken 
away  to  be  married.  The  youngest  one,  five  years  old,  is 
betrothed. 

Mrs.  Coffing  writes  from  Hadjin,  Nov.  7, 1887:  — 

Yours  of  August  24th  found  me  in  bed,  quite  sidk.  I  am  now 
just  able  to  be  about  and  oversee  the  work  a  very  little :  well  for 
the  work  and  for  me  that  I  have  such  faithful  assistant  teachers 
and  servants.  I  thought  of  you  much  last  week,*  and  sent  to  the 
Throne  more  than  one  prayer  for  your  meeting.  If  I  could  have 
been  with  you,  how  rested  I  should  have  been !  No  one  who  has 
not  tried  it  can  tell  how  wearisome  this  humdrum  life  is, —  this 
having  to  listen  to  the  same  story  of  sin,  shame,  and  want,  and, 
do  what  you  will,  never  hear  a  word  of  gratitude  from  those  for 
whom  you  are  at  work. 

Oh !  it  is  only  thus  that  one  learns  the  full  meaning  of  the  words, 
"Jesus,  therefore,  being  wearied  "  (John  iv.  6),  and  becomes  truly 
thankful  for  those  other  words  (Mark  vi.  31),  "  Come  ye  yourselves 
apart  into  a  desert  place,  and  rest  awhile."  Believing  that  these 
last  words  are  for  me  as  well  as  those  of  Mark's  day,  I  have  asked 
the  committee  of  the  A.  B.  0.  F.  M.  to  permit  me  to  visit  the 
United  States. 

*  At  the  annual  meeting. 
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If  I  receive  a  favorable  answer,  my  plan  is  to  leave  here  some 
time  near  Easter,  and  return  so  as  to  re-open  school  Oct.  4,  1888, 
thus  being  absent  about  six  months.  But  I  shall  not  i*eturn  at  all 
unless  there  are  at  least  two  ladies  sent  back  with  me.  But  more 
of  that  when  I  reach  there.  .  .  . 

Miss  Nancy  Jones,  now  on  her  way  to  East  Central  Africa,  wrote,  a  day 
or  two,  before  sailing,  from  Boston  :  — 

This  is  a  pleasant  thought  which  comes  to  me  often:  ''  You  are 
borne  on  the  wings  of  prayer;  you  are  sent  to  carry  the  message  of 
God's  love  to  those  who  have  not  heard  the  glad  news."  I  shall 
remember  the  Friday  morning  meetings,  and  shall  endeavor  to  be 
with  you. 

As  our  auxiliaries  are  studying  European  Turkey  this  month,  we  copy 
from  a  private  letter  this  story  of  a  little  mission  band  in  Monastir:  — 

Our  missionary  society  has  fifteen  regular  members.  In  our  six 
meetings  we  shall  have  gathered  about  two  med.  We  make  little 
aprons  and  sell  them,  also  patchwork  bocA^'oa,  and  the  girls  who 
sew  very  well  have  taken  in  some  of  Mrs.  Baird's  sewing.  We  are 
going  to  send  the  money  we  have  raised  while  hearing  about  Japan, 
to  Japan. 

Later,  the  leader  writes :  **  I  wrote  to  Miss  Haven  for  items 
about  the  Bridgman  School  when  we  began  to  sew  for  China.  We 
had  $2.40  to  send  to  China  from  our  missionary  society." 


-«♦♦- 
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Deab  Coral  Workers:  Do  you  all  look  in  Mission  Studies 
every  month  to  see  how  your  pledges  are  coming  in?  You  are 
stockholders  in  the  Morning  Star,  the  Umzumbe  Home,  Africa,  the 
Bridgman  School,  China,  the  Hadjin  Home,  Turkey,  and  in  some 
village  schools  in  India.  And  you  must  watch  your  column  in  Mis- 
sion Studies  to  see  how  fast  your  receipts  are  coming  in.  Have 
you  all  read  the  "  Annual  Letter  to  the  Coral  Workers,"  written  by 
Mrs.  Rogei-s?  If  not,  ask  your  leader  to  send  for  it.  When  you 
have  read  it  you  will  feel  as  if  you  had  been  on  a  voyage  around 
the  world.  Every  little  Coral  Worker  ought  to  read  it  over  and 
over  again,  and  then  you  will  work  the  faster. 
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Now  we  give  a  little  picture  of  life  in  Central  Africa,  many 
hundred  miles  from  your  Umzurabe  Home.  Would  it  not  be  nice 
for  some  of  you  to  write  to  Helen  Stover  and  ask  her  to  describe 
to  you  the  tepoya  in  which  she  rides  ? 

Your  loving  friend, 

The  Editob. 
«♦> 

THE  LOST  DONKEY. 

EXTRACT  FBOM  LETTER  OF   MRS.   STOVER. 

West  Central  Africa,  Sept.  20,  1887. 

We  have  had  an  excitement  lately  over  the  death  of  four  of 
our  donkeys.  One  day  Olokoso,  the  boy  who  cares  for  them,  lost 
sight  of  three  of  them.  He  left  the  two  to  find  the  three,  and 
thereby  lost  all  of  them.  They  always  ran  away  and  get  in 
corn-fields  when  they  can,  and  we  supposed  that  was  where  they 
were.  That  night  one  of  them  came  back  to  the  compound  and 
lifted  up  his  voice  and  wept  the  rest  of  the  night.  The  next  day 
Olokoso  searched  till  high  noon,  without  success.  A  little  later  a 
small  boy  brought  word  that  a  man  had  found  the  donkeys  in  his 
pitfalls.  Some  men  took  ropes  and  went  to  get  them  out,  but 
found  them  all  dead. 

I  have  been  taking  a  ride  in  my  tepoya  for  exercise,  lately,  some- 
times Mrs.  W.  and  Helen  going  with  me.  That  afternoon  we 
thought  we  would  go  over  and  see  the  traps  where  the  poor  don- 
keys met  their  fate.  The  doctor  wanted  to  know  how  they  were 
built.  A  brush  fence  is  built  which  extends  for  miles.  At  certain 
intervals  of  perhaps  a  rod  apart,  are  dug  deep  pits  and  ''dead 
falls,"  built  alternating.  The  pits  are  about  three  feet  wide  by 
eight  feet  long,  dug  wider  in  the  centre,  and  coming  to  a  point  at 
the  depth  of  eight  or  nine  feet.  They  are  slightly  covered  with 
twigs  and  grass,  and  look  like  a  nice  path  through  the  opening  in 
the  fence.  Nothing  which  gets  in  can  get  out,  unless  it  were  a 
man.  Into  four  of  these  our  donkeys  fell.  We  stopped  at  one 
where  the  poor  beast  had  fallen  head  first,  and  turned  a  complete 
somersault,  lying  on  his  back  with  his  hind  parts  near  the  top,  as 
the  body  was  too  large  to  permit  its  reaching  the  bottom.  We 
passed  on  to  the  next  one,  and  I  stepped  forward  to  look  into  the 
pit,  stepping  on  solid  ground,  as  I  supposed ;  but  everything  gave 
way  with  me,  and  down  I  went.  When  I  realized  I  was  really 
going  into  the  pit,  I  screamed,  and  threw  up  one  hand,  which  one 
of  the  boys  caught  and  held  on  to,  till  another  reached  the  other 
side  and  dragged  me  out.    I  was  not  hurt  in  the  least,  only  shaken 
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up  somewhat  as  to  my  nerves.  However,  I  think  I  shall  not  ex- 
amine any  more  pitfalls.  Helen  began  to  cry  and  beg  to  go  home, 
crying  all  the  way.     She  would  scarcely  let  go  of  me  all  the 

evening. 

•-•-« 

JAPAN. 
THE  NEW  BUILDING  FOR  THE  KOBE  HOME. 

BY  MISS   SUSAN  A.    SEABLE. 

At  last  our  new  building  has  been  opened.  This  week  we  are 
rejoicing  in  the  luxury  of  recitation-rooms  with  chairs  or  benches, 
and  blackboards,  instead  of  seats  on  the  floor,  as  for  three  months 
past. 

If  any  one  had  told  us  six  months  ago  that  we  should  do  all  the 
work  of  the  fall  term  without  our  schoolhouse,  we  should  have 
said  it  was  impossible,  or  should  have  felt  sure  that  the  work 
would  be  entirely  unsatisfactory.  But  we  have  been  very  happily 
disappointed.  Though  the  carpenters'  delays  have  been  vexa- 
tious, and  there  have  been  many  inconveniences,  every  one  has 
been  possessed  of  such  a  helpful  spirit  that  it  has  been  much 
easier  than  we  expected.  We  are,  however,  devoutly  thankful  to 
have  our  pleasant,  commodious  chapel  and  recitation-rooms  so 
much  better  than  any  we  have  had  before.  But  we  are  already 
feeling  that  our  plans  were  not  large  enough.  Some  of  the  larger 
classes  are  even  now  crowded  in  the  new  rooms.  The  formal 
opening  of  the  building  was  held  a  week  ago  to-day.  We  had  a 
bright,  beautiful  afternoon,  and  everything  went  off  pleasantly. 
There  were  nearly  five  hundred  people  present,  including  the 
schoolgirls.  Dr.  Gordon  and  one  of  the  Japanese  professors  from  <- 
Kioto  made  the  addresses,  Mr.  Atkinson  made  the  dedicatory 
prayer,  and  Miss  Gunnison's  singing  class  furnished  the  music. 
The  governor  of  this  ken  honored  us  with  his  presence,  and  some 
other  dignitaries  came  also.  After  the  exercises,  between  thirty 
and  forty  of  the  guests  wei*e  invited  to  the  parlor  and  treated  to 
cake  and  coffee.  The  othera,  in  accordance  with  a  custom  which 
we  thought  it  best  not  to  oppose  too  strongly,  all  received  pack- 
ages of  Japanese  confectionery. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  heard  that  our  Japanese 
friends  are  raising  money  for  a  new  dormitory  for  us.  They  have 
already  about  a  thousand  yen  (Japanese  dollars)  promised.  We 
have  now  more  than  a  hundred  boarders,  all  we  can  accommodate, 
and  probably  two  thirds  of  the  more  than  forty  day  scholars  are 
anxious  to  become  boarders.  We  have  no  good  place  to  put  the 
new  dormitory.    As  our  land  is  arranged  we  must  put  it  back  of 
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the  ''  Home "  building.  We  need  a  little  more  land  oh  the  side 
and  in  front  to  make  the  place  complete,  and  to  give  us  an  outlet 
on  a  new  road  soon  to  be  built.  You  know  we  are  not  on  a  public 
road,  but  must  follow  a  side  path  through  the  fields  to  reach  our 
front  gate.  You  see  we  are  always  calling  for  more;  but  things 
grow  so  fast  in  our  work  here  that  we  cannot  help  it. 

The  spirit  in  our  school  has  been  unusually  good  for  the  past 
few  months.  Ten  of  the  girls  united  with  the  church  on  New 
Year's  day,  and  nearly  as  many  more  wish  to  do  so  at  the  next 
communion.  We  have  taken  for  our  school  motto  this  year,  "  For 
even  Christ  pleased  not  himself."  We  sent  to  each  of  the  thirty* 
nine  graduates  of  the  school  a  card  with  the  motto  printed  on  it, 
asking  them  to  join  us  in  its  use  through  the  year.  With  one 
exception,  all  the  girls  in  our  regular  course  profess  to  be  Chris- 
tians, though  a  few  have  not  received  baptism.  Quite  a  number 
in  the  preparatory  classes  are  also  Christians.  We  feel  sure  that 
somebody  has  been  especially  earnest  in  prayer  for  us  these  last 

months. 

«♦♦ 


— ♦♦> — 

BUILDER'S  HYMN. 

BY  EliliA  Q.  IVES. 

[Dedicated  to  the  engineer  of  the  Bridge.] 

In  the  freshness  of  the  morning,  in  the  glory  of  our  youth, 
With  our  hearts  alert  for  service,  and  our  souls  on  fire  for  truth, 
We  are  coming,  we  are  coming,  with  this  song  in  every  mouth, 

God's  kingdom  marches  on. 

Chorus.—  Glory,  glory,  hallelujah  1  glory,  glory,  hallelujah  I 

Glory,  glory,  hallelujah  !  God's  kingdom  marches  on. 

A  highway  we  are  building  for  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord, 
With  the  cross  for  its  foundation,  and  its  arches  of  the  Word; 
It  shall  bridge  the  widest  chasm  with  the  promises  of  God, 

Whose  kingdom  marches  on. 

Chorus.—  Glory,  glory,  etc. 

Across  the  mighty  continents  and  o'er  the  pathless  sea. 
We  are  stretching  massive  arches  that  shall  last  eternally; 
And  along  the  shining  pathway  press  the  footsteps  of  the  free, 

Whose  souls  are  marching  on. 

Chorus.—  Glory,  glory,  etc. 

From  Orient  and  Occident  these  children  of  a  King, 
To  claim  a  royal  heritage,  their  souls  from  bondage  bring; 
And  as  they  seek  their  Father's  house  their  happy  voices  ring. 

Our  souls  are  marching  on. 

Chorus. —  Glory,  glory,  etc. 

—  From  Missionary  Hymnal, 
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STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 

WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  BULGARIA. 

Missionaries :  Name  and  locate  those  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions.  Who  is  missionary  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.,  and  what  great 
work  is  she  doing  ? 

MONASTIB. 

Girls^  Boarding  School :  Is  it  large  ?    What  is  the  i*eligious  con- 
dition?   When  established? 
GirW  Missionary  Society. 
Mrs,  Bond^s  Work, 

SAMOKOV. 

Girls^  Boarding  School:  Brief  history;  Revivals;  Religious  con- 
dition; Christian  girls'  prayer-meeting;  Saturday  evening  prayer- 
meeting. 

Ladies''  Benevolent  Society. 

Work  Among  the  Women. 

Bible  Work  at  Philippopolis. 

Woman's  Work:  Bible  work  in  Yakaronda;  in  Hasquey;  in 
Raslog;  Koprivshtitsa;  Bonsko,  Ltfe  and  Light,  p.  366;  Herald,  '87, 
p.  188;  Training  class  for  Bible-women;  Children's  meetings;  Con- 
version of  children,  Herald,  '88,  p.  116. 

Recent  Political  Events:  Life  and  Light,  '87,  p.  10;  Herald,  '87, 
p.  108. 

Recent  Missionary  News  from  all  Fields:  Mission  Studies, 
April. 

General  Articles  on  the  Work  in  Bulgaria:  May  be  found  in 
Herald,  '87,  pp.  20,  59,  109,  176,  260,  and  '88,  p.  39. 

•  »• 


Please  notice:  in  studying  this  month's  lesson  on  European 
Turkey,  see  a  letter  from  Miss  Maltbie  in  the  March  Herald,  also 
the  Foreign  Report  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  for  1887. 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR- 

Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Treasurer. 
Receipts  from.  Jaij.  18  to  Feb.  18,  1888. 


ILLINOIS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  "W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  Altoriy 
10.35;  Ch€ban8e,hM\  Chicago^ 
New  Eiip:land  Ch.,  146.27,  of 
wh.  25  from  herself,  const. 
Mrs.  Virginia  P.  Waterman, 

'  L.  M.,  Lincoln  Park  Ch.,  2.80, 
Union  Park  Ch.,  201.40,  of  wh. 
25  from  Mrs.  A.  A.  Farrar, 

;  const.  Ethelwyn  Charles,  L. 
M.,  from  Mrs.  R.  L.  Greenlee, 
25  const. Miss  Eleanor  Brooks, 
L.  M.,  from  Mrs.  I.  N.  Camp,25 
const.  Kate  Elizabeth  Hatch, 
L.  M.,  Grace  Ch.,  8,  First  Ch., 
70.20,  Bethany  Ch.,4.25;  Dan- 
vera,  9;  Elgin,  F.  A.,  15; 
Oetieseo,  56.49;  Glencoe,  5.25; 
Kenwood^  61.45;  LaOrange, 
5;  NapervUley  20;  Oak  Park, 
61;  Payson,  27;  Udina,  7; 
Wauponsie  Grove,  10, 

Junior:  Chicago,  South  Ch.,  Y. 
L.,  25;  IHindee,  Special,  18; 
Oeneseo,  The  Zenana,  25; 
liavenswood,Y.  L.,  25  '.Spring- 
field, Jennie  Chapin  Helpers, 
38.50;  Wayne,  The  Gleaners, 
12.85, 

Juvenile:  Chicago,  New  Eng- 
land Ch.,  Steady  Streams, 
17.14:  Geneva,  Morning  Star 
Band,  11 ;  Torilon,  The  Lamp- 
Lighters,  2.60, 

Sunday-schools:  Evanston, 
45.69;  Ontario f  10, 


Total, 


726  32 


144  35 


30  74 


55  69 
957  10 


IOWA. 

Branch.—  Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grinnell,Trea8.  Anamosa, 
8;  BeUevue,  5;  Blairstoiun, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  French,  1 ;  Chester 
Centre,  14.95;  Cherokee,  9.85; 
2>es  Moines,  Plymouth  Ch., 
13.43 ;  Glenwoodf  13 ;  Qrinnell, 
31.90;  Oilman,  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Houston,  5;  McGregor,  6.93; 
Osage,  3.26;  Silver  Creek,  6; 
Sioux  City,  Mrs.  S.  J.  John- 
son, 2.50,  120  82 


Junior:  Bellevue,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E., 
5.02;  Des  Moines,  Plymouth 
Rock  Soc'y,  of  Plymouth  Ch., 
35;  Decorah,  10;  GrinneU, 
10.32;  Marion,  25;  Storm 
Lake,  3.17,  88  51 

Juvenile  :  Grinnell,Bu8y  Bees, 
East  Branch,4.72,  West  Branch, 
2.56 ;  Onawa,  Cheerful  Givers, 
14.20,  21  78 

Thank-offering:  Grinnell, 
Busy  Bees,  East  Branch,  1  95 

Total,  233  06 


INDIANA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  N.  A.  Hyde,  of 
Indianapolis,  Treas.  Hebron, 
6 ;  Terre  HaiUe,  11 .85,  17  85 


Total, 


17  85 


KANSAS. 

A  Friend, 

600 

Total, 

600 

MICHIGAN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Alpena, 
25 ;  Calumet  JQ ;  Chelsea,  13.60 ; 
Clinton,  5.25 ;  Greenville,31.96 ; 
Hancock,  20;  Olivet,  17.20; 
PoH  Huron,  10;  Reed  City, 
8.25 ;  Salem,  5.59 ;  Three  Oaks, 
18.35;  WhUtaker,  17.75,  242  95 

lu^ion:  AnnArhor,i(iQ',Chehoy- 
gan,  1 ;  Detroit,  First  Ch.,  5, 
Woodward  Ave.  Ch.,  170.57; 
Edmore,  1;  Grand  Rapids, 
First  Ch.,  20;  Hancock,  15; 
Pontlac,  5,  317  57 

Juvenile:  EssexvUle,  M.  S.  M. 
B.,  2;  Hancock,  16.20;  Reed 
City,  4;  Stanton,  12,  34  20 

Sunday-schools:  Alpine  and 
Walker,  5.34;  Bay  CUy,7.Bl; 
Detroit,  Trumbull  Ave.  Ch., 
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Miss  Park's  CI.,  10;  Edmore, 
75  eta.  iFlint,  3.88  :(?ro«s  iMke, 
1.65;  Grand  Ledger  66  cts. ; 
Lansing,  18.16;  Napoleon,  1; 
North  Adams,  1 ;  Boscommon, 
1 ;  Salem,  1 ;  St.  Louis,  2.31,        64  65 

Total,  649  27 


MINlfESOTA. 

Brahoh.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Northfield,  Treas. 
Minneapolis,  Open  Door  Ch., 
5,  riyinuutli  Cli.,  40,  James 
Edmund  Bell  Memorial  Fund, 
162.50;  NoHhfield,S9.2n;Plain- 
view,4.'23;  St.  Paul,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  42.85;  Zumbrota,  16.35,      310  18 

JuvENiLK:  Dodge  Centre,  Har- 
old and  Edw.  Robertson,  40 
cts.;  St.  Paid,  Plymouth  S.S., 
87.27;  IVaseca,  Miss.  Baud,  6,     93  67 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 

MISSOURI. 

Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Treas.  Meadville, 
6.41;  St.  Joseph,  5.85, 

Junior:  Brookfleld,  Young  La- 
dies' Soc'y, 

Juvenile  :  Kansas  City,  Clyde 
Ch.,  Cheerful  Givers,  11.04; 
St.  Louis,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Pil- 
grim Workers,  10.04, 

Total, 


NEBRASKA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hall, 
of  Omaha,Treas.  Camp  Creek, 
2:  Monroe,  Ch.,  2;  Nebraska 
City,  4.25 ;  Omaha,  St.  Mary's 
Ave.  Ch.,7.35 ;  Weeping  Water, 
6.60, 

Less  expenses, 


403  85 
4    50 

399  35 


12  26 


13  70 


21  08 

47  04 


Total, 


OHIO. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Elv, 
of  Elyria,  Treas.  CincinnaM, 
Central  Ch.,  85,  of  wh.  60  from 
Mrs.  Wm.  Sumner,  to  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  E.  A.  Perkins, 


22  20 
5  25 

16  95 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Sibley;  Hdrmar, 
10.15;  Medina,  20;  Mt,  Ver- 
non, 11;  Oberlin,  80;  TaU- 
m^dge,  27.82;  Toledo,  First 
Ch.,  110;    VermiUion,  6,  848  97 

Junior:  CMumbus,  Eastwood 
Ch.,T. L.  S.,  5;  Paine8viUe,Y. 
L.  S.,  20,  26  00 


Less  expenses, 
Total. 


south  DAKOTA. 


373  97 
43  25 

330  72 


Branch.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Dead- 
wood,  9.20;  Yankton,  14.21,       23  41 

Junior:  Sioux  Falls,  King's 
Daughters,  10  00 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  R,  Coburn,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  Ajmle- 
ton,  13 ;  Brandon,  3.60 ;  Berlin, 
1;  Cliniov.  10;  Cambridge, 
7.50;  ^aw  C1aire,20:Elkhom, 
25 ;  EvansvUle,  10 ;  Green  Bay, 
25 ;  Genesee,  1 ;  Kilboum,  1 3.20 ; 
Koshkonong,  6.36 ;  Mukwo- 
na^o,  3;  Mddison,  14.76;  Mil- 
waukee, Grand  Ave.  Ch.,  30; 
Bosendale,  6;  Waukesha, 
23.51, 

Junior  :  MUumukee,  Plymouth 
Helping  Hand  Soc'y, 

Juvenile:  Eau  Claire,  Cheer- 
ful Givers,  3.83;  Madison, 
Primary  S.  S.  CL,  10;  Bipon, 
Coral  Workers,  10;  Sparta, 
Mission  Band,  3, 


33  41 


211  93 


100  00 


Less  expenses. 
Total, 

MISCBLLANBOnS. 


26  83 

338  76 
16  76 

322  00 


Sale  of  leaflets,  38.15;  of  envel- 
opes, 6.23 ;  of  <<The  Orient  and 
Its  People,"  2;  of  chart,  60 
cts. ;  or  mittens,  1 ;  cash,  46 
cts.. 

Total, 


48  43 
48  43 


Receipts  for  month,  3,061  18 

Previously  acknowledged,       6,906  97 

Total  since  October  21st,        $9,968  15 


EXTRACTS  FROM   FOREIGN  SECRETARY'S   REPOKT. 
1886-1867. 

The  repoi-t  of  our  work  iu  foreign  fields,  if  etatietical  merely, 
wigbt  ba  giveD  in  two  or  tliree'well-rounded  aentetices:  One  lialf 
of  a  schooUionse  yet  to  be  buitt,  tiro  boArdiug  sclioola;  four  mis' 
sionarieB  look  to  us  for  funds.  However,  figures  like  tliese  cannot 
tellbalf  tbe  story. 

Somewhere  T  have  read  of  a  good  fairy  who,  with  one  wave  of 
her  magic  wand,  could  transport  her  subjects  at  will.  Let  me 
play  the  fair;  to-day,  and  "some  magical  sense  convey"  of  things 
too  far  away  for  mortal  ken. 


Let  us  look  upon  the  land  of  tbe  Inquisition  and  the  Pope. 
Here  we  find  our  hard-working,  self-denying  Christian  mission- 
aries in  the  City  of  San  Sebiistiaii.  Beautiful,  wave-beaten, 
mountain-girt  San  Sebastian  I  We  must  look  beyond  your  turreted 
walls  and  yonir  ancient,  rock-built  castle  for  the  one  tall,  four- 
stoiy  building  of  intei-est  to  us.  Here  it  is,  and  here  are  gathered 
over  one  hundred  girls.  These  girls  are  under  Protestant  Cbris- 
tian  training;  it  is  thorough  training,  intellectually,  musically, 
spiritually;  it  awakens  the  admiration  of  the  Catholic  editor  said 
of  the  Christian  traveler.  El  CrUtiane,  a  Spauisli  daily,  speaks  in 
terms  of  highest  eulogy  of  the  entire  management.  Tliis  high 
sbmdatd  has  not  been  reached  in  a  day;  it  is  the  result  of  fifteen 
years  of  hard  work,  done  by  Rev.  Wm.  H.  and  Krs.  Gulick.  They 
have  been  assisted  part  of  tbe  time  by  Miss  Richards.  Such  a 
school  should  have  a  suitable  building,  and  should  oion  it,  too,  so 
that  the  roof  could  never  be  taken  from  over  their  heads  by  the 
caprice  of  some  priest  or  some  fanatical  landlord.  A  sclioolhouse 
for  our  one  hundred  dark-eyed,  mantilla-clad  girlsl  la  this  too 
much  to  hope  for?  ,  .  .  Let  ue  remember  our  debt  to  Spain,  and 
repay  it  with  compound  interest. 

TUBKET—  OUR   BBOOfiA   SCHOOL. 

From  San  Sebastian  to  the  blue  Mediterranean  Sea,  on  its  peace- 
ful waters  for  a  week,  and  we  come  to  Constantinople.  Another 
Sve  hours  and  we  are  in  Broosa,  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  oor 
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long-time  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin,  in  our  Broosa  School. 
TIere  are  our  forty  Greek  and  Armenian  girls.  They  have  escaped 
for  a  little  from  their  dreary  homes  —  from  their  burdens  of  work 
out-doors  and  ini  How  can  their  stay  in  this  Christian  home  be 
made  a  help  and  an  inspiration  which  shall  abide  through  all  their 
future  life?  Teachers,  pastors*  wives,  less  conspicuous  home- 
makers  throughout  Turkey,  trace  the  good  and  true,  the  best  there 
is  in  them,  back  to  their  school-days.  What  a  respojisibility  is 
ours!    What  a  stewardship  have  we  at  Broosa  I 

JAPAN  —  THE  KOBE   SCnOOL. 

Our  Young  Ladies'  Branch  have  a  special  interest  here.  We 
have  yielded  all  claim  to  Miss  Gunnison's  labors,  for  we  feel  that, 
having  gone  out  from  among  our  own  young  people,  it  is  but  a  joy 
to  them  to  have  her  "all  to  themselves."  We  feel  that  our  trust 
is  in  good  hands.  Fi'om  her  letters  we  get  glimpses  of  her,  now 
going  in  and  out  «,mong  the  Japanese  girls  of  the  Kobe  School, 
diffusing  sunshine  everywhere,  now  bending  diligently  over  her 
Japanese  dictionary,  new  giving  lessons  in  dress-making  and  for- 
eign manners  to  anxious  mothers;  a  busy,  useful  life  she  leads. 
We  hear  enthusiastic  words  about  her  devotion  and  conseci*ation 
from  her  associates  in  the  work.  We  have  great  reason  to  be 
proud  of  our  California  representative  in  Japan.  Let  us  "stay  up 
her  hands"  in  everything  we  can. 

INDIA. 

Another  sea  voyage,  and  we  are  in  India  —  that  far-famed  land ; 
that  land  of  tropical  heat  and  verdure,  of  caste,  of  child-marriage, 
of  cursed  widowhood.  Who  would  not  flee  the  horrors  of  a  girVSy 
of  a  womarCa,  life  in  India? 

Our  AVoman's  Board  has  become  identified  with  missionary 
work  here,  as  done  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Perkins.  Her  husband  is  a  San 
Franciscan,  and  his  family  we  have  often  with  us.  This  is  the 
second  year  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  have  been  in  India.  Much 
of  their  w*ork,  so  far,  has  been  preliminary  —  studying  the  Tamil 
language,  and  those  who  speak  it;  getting  settled  in  their  new 
home  at  Periakulam,  where  they  have  received  a  cordial  welcome 
from  the  natives,  who  are  specially  desirous  for  educational  privi- 
leges. In  their  neighborhood,  under  tlieir  charge,  are  175,000  peo- 
ple, only  1,000  of  whom  are  Christians.  Christianity  is  not  encour- 
aged by  those  in  authority,  but  limitations  are  provided  on  every 
hand.  The  greatest  hope  of  the  missionary  is  in  the  schools. 
Mrs.  Perkins  has  a  Hindu  caste  school,  which  is  awakening  much 
interest,  and  into  which,  little  by  little,  gospel  teachings  are  in- 
troduced. 
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Soon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  will  start  a  boarding  school  on  their 
compound.  The  school  is  welcomed  everywhere ;  not  so  the  church. 
But  if  the  school  is  first  planted,  the  way  is  prepared  for  the  church. 

MICRONESIA. 

A  world  of  blue  —  above,  beneath ;  in  the  far  distance  a  ring  of 
brown  in  the  underlying  blue;  a  coral  island,  and  dark-skinned, 
naked  people  —  thousands  of  them.  "What  do  they  here?"  we 
ask.  Sleep,  steal,  lie,  eat,  fight,  and  sleep  again.  But  look,  a  ship 
appears!  With  sails  all  set,  with  joy  and  life  in  her  every  motion, 
she  comes  straight  on  into  the  darkness  of  heathendom.  A  new 
era  dawns  for  wretched  Micronesia.  Let  us  linger  awhile  amid 
the  delicious  fragrance  of  these  mango  groves.  Churches,  school- 
houses  arise  out  of  the  shell-strewn  beaches;  within  them  see 
those  neatly  dressed  islanders  —  children,  parents,  and  grand- 
parents. Hear  them  read  in  the  New  Testament;  listen  to  their 
gospel  music.  See  the  missionaries  rowing  about  among  the 
islands,  braving  all  the  perils  of  the  deep,  going  in  open  boats 
sometimes  four  hundred  miles,  wading  (in  crossing  the  reefs) 
through  water  above  their  knees,  visiting  the  sick,  teaching  the 
women  to  sew  and  the  men  to  cultivate  the  land,  counseling 
peace,  telling  of  the  God  who  has  all  power,  and  who  will  call  all 
men  to  account  for  their  deeds.  See  the  heathen  chiefs  coming 
for  baptism!  Surely,  the  gospel  of  "peace  and  good  will,"  first 
brought  here  by  Mr.  Sturges  thirty-five  years  ago,  reigns  supreme; 
and  at  no  very  distant  day  these  isles  will  magnify  the  Lord,  and 
sing  his  praise  in  the  gates.  But,  ahis!  here  comes  another  ship, 
carrying  the  Spanish  flag!  It  brings  a  governor,  soldiers,  arms, 
and  convicts;  it  is  a  Spanish  man-of-war.  A  sad,  sad  day  for  the 
rings  of  brown  in  the  setting  of  blue  I 

AFBICA. 

We  read  that  in  Stanley's  trip  across  the  Dark  Continent,  as  he 
sailed  down  the  Livingstone  River,  he  was  greeted  by  a  prolonged 
war-cry  from  innumerable  savage  mouths,  calling  together  can- 
nibals to  dispute  by  thousands  his  progress.  It  was  a  constant 
struggle  for  existence.  Yet,  each  time  the  drum-beat  was  heard, 
each  time  a  canoe  of  savages  was  sighted,  each  city  or  village  met, 
Stanley  and  his  little  company,  intent  on  kindness,  and  wishing 
only  to  pass  on  in  peace,  cried,  in  long-drawn  and  musical  sylla- 
bles, ^^  Sen-nen-nah I  ^^  (Peace!  peace!)  So  with  our  missionaries. 
Literally  taking  their  lives  in  their  hands,  they  go  among  these 
fierce  Africans  constantly  crying  **  Sennennahl  Sennennah!^^ 
"Peace  on  earth;  good  will  toward  men."    We  have  one  repre- 


164  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

sentative  in  Zululand  —  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Holbrook,  of  ITataL  Her 
letters  give  us  many  glimpses  of  missionary  work,  some  of  which 
are  discouraging,  and  our  hearts  go  out  to  her,  as  she  and  her 
husband  so  bravely  labor  and  endure.  She  writes  of  the  many 
heathen  customs  which  hold  the  people  firmly  in  their  grasp,  even 
though  they  may  wish  to  become  Christians;  of  the  selling  of 
daughters  for  cattle,  of  the  drinking  of  beer,  of  the  half-heathen, 
immoral  dances,  without  which  no  wedding  is  complete.  But 
there  is  a  briglit  side  to  missionary  work  in  Africa,  which  she  also 
vividly  portrays.  She  speaks  of  two  of  her  evening  pupils  —  men, 
followers  of  the  renowned  Cetawayo,  who  are  seeking  with  eager- 
ness the  knowledge  of  God. 

In  her  very  last  letter,  dated  June  28th,  she  says:  **We  have 
had  a  blessing  from  God;  and  as  a  result  of  it  yesterday  ten  young 
people  came  before  the  church  to  be  examined  for  admission,  and 
will,  before  long,  join  it.  Thus  the  gospel  cry  of  "Sennenna^.'" 
—  Peace!  Peace!  —  does  find  answering  hearts,  and  "the  people 
tftiat  walked  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light." 


INDIA. 

Bev.  James  Perkins  writes  in  a  private  letter  from  Sonthem  India,  in 
reference  to  his  new  station :  — 

"  The  first  year  of  missionary  life  is  very  hard,  and  it  is  only 
by  great  grace  given  from  above  that  we  can  stand  it.  We  are 
getting  out  of  that  trying  time,  and  are  looking  eagerly  for  a  life 
of  usefulness  among  our  dear  people  in  Mandapasalai.  I  love 
them  already,  though  I  have  had  only  the  merest  glimpse  of  them* 
I  am  to  be  the  only  white  man  there  among  a  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  thousand  natives.  .  .  .  We  have  already  (November, 
1887)  started  our  boarding  schools  in  Mandapasalai, —  one  for  the 
boys,  and  one  for  the  girls, — for  it  was  necessary  to  start  them  in 
October  in  order  to  get  the  school-grant  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment next  year.  We  are  planning  now  about  the  house  and  oiir 
work  in  that  place,  and  long  to  be  there,  and  hope  and  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  open  the  windows  of  heaven  and  bless  that  station, 
using  us  for  his  glory." 

Mrs.  Perkins  wntes  that  one  of  the  natives  said  to  her,  allud- 
ing to  the  absence  of  his  wife,  "  *  When  she  was  away  the  whole 
town  was  gone.'  It  is  nice  to  hear  him  speaking  so  lovingly  of 
his  wife,  as  it  is  not  the  native  way  at  all.  She  is  very  sweet  and 
lovely,  though,  and  it  is  comfortable  to  look  at  her  and  see  what 
these  girls  may  develop  into  under  Christian  influences."  .  .  . 


A  HOME  IN  HEAVEK. 


Oct.  30,  1881. — About  two  years  ago  I  made  m;  firet  visit  on  a 
birthday  in  a  house  where  dwelt  a  woman  with  a  large  and  tender 
boai't.  I  asked  my  deiir  Lord  and  Mxster  to  give  lier  the  great 
gift  of  eternal  life,  bclieviog  him  more  willing  to  do  it  than  I  was 
to  give  my  birthday  gift.  How  much  that  meant  he  only  knew  I 
Something  said  on  that  day  about  heaven  so  impressed  both  motber 
and  daughter,  that  tliey  would  never  allow  the  Bible-woman  to  go 
until  she  read  tbeiti,  at  least,  one  verse  about  tlie  golden  city  eter- 
nal. The  mother  much  enjoyed  bearing  the  one  about  the  "  in- 
heritauce  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadetb  not  away, 
reserved  in  heaven  for  you."  I  must  have  visited  her  five  or  six 
times  in  my  rounds,  and  always  the  same  eager,  attentive  face 
awaited  me.     She  had  large,  lustrous,  expiessive  eyes. 

In  July  slie  was  breaking  down  in  health  with  consumption. 
She  was  so  delicate  that  the  offensive  drains  iu  her  street  annoyed 
her,  and  she  and  her  daughter  went  to  a  commodious  rcst-Iiouse 
belonging  to  their  caste,  and  just  on*  the  outskirt  of  the  city.  One 
or  two  relatives  accompanied  them,  and  a  nicer  place  in  all  Madura 
forme,  was  not  to  be  found,  1  went  three  or  four  times  to  see  her, 
and  she  sat  at  my  feet  as  at  a  feast.  The  lost  time  that  I  was  at 
the  rest-Louse  was  a  memorable  visit     I  never  knew  a  case  of 


166  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

more  rapid  consumption.  She  was  much  emaciated,  and  could  not 
sit  up  long.  The  daughter  is  even  more  lovely  than  ever.  She 
always  sat  close  beside  me,  and  this  is  always  my  picture  of  her. 
I  said  to  the  mother,  ^'  I  am  sure  that  you  cannot  get  well." 

"I  think  so  too,"  she  replied. 

"Are  you  sure  that  you  are  ready  to  go  to  heaven  ?" 

"I  think  so.  For  many  months  I  have  laid  awake  much  at 
night,  and  the  Bible  verses  come  into  my  mind,  and  I  pray  those 
words  over  to  Jesus,  the  Saviour." 

"You  know,"  I  said,  "that  you  have  lived  very  devoutly 
toward  the  gods  of  the  Hindus  during  your  early  widowhood. 
How  does  all  this  seem  to  you  now  ? " 

"Don't  speak  of  it.  Tell  me  about  heaven.  I  am  thinking 
and  caring  about  nothing  so  much.  Even  my  anxiety  about  my 
daughter  is  passing  away." 

"How  does  the  Saviour  of  this  great  world  and  all  its  sinners 
seem  to  you  ?  Is  he  real  ?  Is  he  a  brightly  real  some  one.  Does 
he  seem  strong  and  tender,  and  does  it  seem  as  if  he  knew  you?" 

Most  reverently  she  folded  her  hands,  and  most  solemn  was  her 
manner.  "  I  think  of  the  thief  on  the  cross,  and  how  he  turned  to 
a  Saviour  who  himself  was  dying  also,  and  how  he  said,  *Lord,  re- 
member me.'  Jesus  the  Saviour  said,  this  day  you  shall  enter 
heaven.  When  I  am  dying,  I  too  shall  say,  as  the  thief  prayed  so 
pray  I  to  Thee  now." 

"  Why  should  you  think,  dear  K.,  that  he  will  hear  you  f  " 

"I  feel  it,"  was  her  reply. 

"Now,"  I  then  said,  "we  will  go  together  to  him;  and  as  I  have 
known  him  longer  than  you,  perhaps  some  time  this  memory  may 
bring  you  comfort."  There  were  four  other  women  in  the  room 
besides  the  mother,  daughter,  and  Bible-woman.  They  sat  as  if 
transfixed.  The  Bible-woman  said  that  it  was  a  touching  sight. 
The  daughter  knelt  beside  me,  and  her  eyes  were  riveted  on  my 
face.  The  mother,  too  weak  to  kneel,  too  earnest  to  lie  down,  sat 
up,  and  shutting  her  eyes  she  stretched  her  hands  upward,  as  if  to 
receive  all  that  the  prayer  could  ask  and  heaven  give.  How  Basy, 
sometimes,  it  seems  to  ask  great  gifts  at  a  present  Redeemer's 
hands! 

Before  I  could  go  again  to  the  rest-house,  this  dear  woman 
had  been  carried  to  her  own  home.  One  moniing  the  Bible- woman 
came  to  me  to  say,  "I  think  if  you  wish  to  see  K.  alive,  you 
should  go  soon."  I  went  that  evening.  It  was^Saturday,  and  the 
only  afternoon  on  which  I  had  no  regular  appointment.  I  did  not 
send  word  that  I  was  coming.  I  ascended  the  steps,  went  through 
that  never-to-be-forgotten  square  entry,  and  came  upon  the  veranda 
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on  one  side  of  the  open  court-yard.  A  woman  whom  1  knew 
was  there.  I  said  to  her,  *'  I  came  to  see  K."  She  led  me  to  a 
screen  curtain,  drew  it  aside,  and  pointed  to  my  precious  woman 
lying  on  a  mat  supported  by  pillows.  Her  eyes  were  closed.  The 
daughter  was  out.  The  screen  fell  back,  and  I  was  alone  with  her. 
I  touched  her  shoulder  and  said,  '*  I  have  come,  dear  heart.  Do 
you  know  me?" 

She  opened  her  eyes  with  a  long  look  of  love  and  a  bright  face, 
and  then  gave  the  peculiar  Hindu  motion  of  the  head  which  says, 
''Yes,  indeed."  She  then  made  a  gesture  to  tell  me  that  if  she 
spoke,  severe  coughing  would  follow ;  and  then  giving  me  another 
earnest  look,  she  pointed  her  wasted  finger  upward  as  far  as  she 
could,  and  then  looked  at  me  and  smiled.  I  said,  **That's  the  way 
to  heaven."    She  gave  the  sign,  "  Yes,  indeed." 

At  this  moment  there  came  from  a  room  near  by  a  priest  after 
**  the  straitest  sort."  He  was  bedecked  with  sacred  ashes.  Sacred 
beads  were  around  his  head  and  neck.  He  was  as  lofty  and  sanc- 
timonious as  Lucifer's  prime  minister.  He  took  not  the  slightest 
notice  of  me,  but  planted  himself  erect  and  defiant  at  her  dear 
head,  so  that  when  I  rose  from  my  stooping  posture  we  should  be 
inconveniently  brought  face  to  face.  I  gave  a  look  swift  enough 
to  take  all  this  in,  and  then  —  then  came  over  me  a  serene  con- 
sciousness of  my  high  commission  and  this  creature's  powerless- 
ness,  so  that  when  I  saw  that  she  did  not  seem  to  notice  him,  I 
felt  as  if  the  powers  of  darkness  had  lost  their  victim.  The  Lord 
of  glory  had  won  this  soul  I  He  stood  there  a  cold  statue.  He  re- 
mained standing  there.     I  left  him  there  I 

I  said  to  her,  "Dear  heart,  the  long  journey  you  will  soon 
begin.  You  will  not  go  alone,  you  know.  Do  you  feel  as  if  the 
great  Saviour  who  came  down  from  heaven,  and  has  gone  gloriously 
back  to  wait  for  us,  knew  you,  even  you,  and  will  see  to  it  that  you 
go  safely  and  surely  ?  " 

She  folded  her  wasted  hands  over  her  heart,  and  with  a  most 
expressive  gesture  of  "receiving  him  by  faith,"  pressed  them 
there,  and  held  them  there. 

"  And  have  you  no  doubt  that  he  has  forgiven  all  your  past  life 
through?" 

She  raised  her  hand  and  made  the  expressive  gesture  which 
means,  "No,  none." 

"  Then,"  I  continued,  "  I  now  give  you,  my  dear  child,  into  his 
safe  and  holy  keeping.  All  that  I  can  do  is  done.  If  I  ever  see 
you  again,  it  will  be  in  the  golden  city."  She  waved  me  a  good- 
bye as  she  had  done  from  her  door-step,  and  I  left  her  alone  with 
that  priest — no,  with  the  "  King  immortal  and  invisible." 
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"  There  be  more  with  us  than  with  him." 

I  came  liome,  and  was  sitting  on  my  veranda  watching  the 
sunset  sky  and  thinking  of  this  great  journey,  when  I  remembered 
the  birthday.  I  had  thought  of  it  in  the  early  day,  but  I  had  not 
thought  of  it  during  this  visit.  Then  1  remembered  that  two 
years  ago  to-day  was  my  first  visit  to  her,  and  this  is  my  last. 
**  What  hath  God  wrought ! "  "All  that  the  Father  giveth  me  shall 
come  to  me;  and  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 
She  surely  was  drawn  to  long  for  heaven,  and  simply  and  easily 
trusted  the  guide. 

I  had  no  desire  to  go  again.  The  Bible-woman  would  go  to 
inquire,  but  so  utterly  pxostrated  was  she  that  she  never  felt  like 
rousing  her.  On  the  17th  of  October  she  came  with  tears.  "  She 
died  this  morning."  I  said,  **Is  she  alive  forever  more  ?  Is  she 
among  the  radiant  forgiven?" 

"Yes;  I  am  sure  of  it.  If  she  is  not  saved  of  whom  can  we 
have  hope?  How  I  prayed  for  her  this  very  morning!"  Her 
daughter  says  she  would  frequently  point  upward,  and  then  fold  her 
hands  and  open  them  like  a  book,  to  signify  that  she  wanted  her  to 
read  from  the  Bible  about  heaven.  She  had  bought  a  New  Testa- 
ment, that  she  might  have  the  precious  words  in  the  Bevelation  in 
her  own  keeping. 

We  were  much  surprised  to  find  how  many  of  our  own  dear 
women  studying  with  us  considered  themselves  mourners.  Some 
of  them  say  softly  that  she  was  regarded  as  very  devout,  and  that 
she  had  been  much  looked  up  to.  Also,  that  when  she  found  her- 
self alone  with  any  of  our  pupils,  she  would  take  much  pleasure  in 
telling  them  what  she  had  heard  from  the  Bible-woman  or  from  me. 

Two  years  later  I  find  an  allusion  to  the  daughter,  Amane,  and 
must,  I  think,  give  you  one  more  chapter. 

June  15,  1883.  The  Bible-woman  in  our  meeting  last  evening, 
mentioned  K.'s  daughter,  Amane.  She  must  have  shone  a  lovely 
bride,  for  she  was  married  yesterday.  I  went  to  see  her  on  the 
11th.  Since  her  mother  died  she  has  come  into  possession  of  prop- 
erty that  was  in  litigation  during  the  last  few  years  of  her  mother's 
life.  I  found  her  in  entirely  different  surroundings.  She  has  al- 
ways been  the  same  responsive,  teachable  spirit,  and  always  bring- 
ing up  some  tribute  to  her  mother.  She  found  in  me  and  in  the 
Bible- woman  the  same  ready  listeners. 

As  soon  as  I  was  seated,  the  dear  child,  in  the  presence  of  a 
room  full  of  women,  in  every  possible  way  showed  her  love.  She 
repeated  all  her  verses  to  me ;  and  then  I,  taking  up  the  adorning 
of  a  bride,  applied  it  to  her  precious,  immortal  soul.  I  spoke  of 
the  beautiful  robe  of  Christ's  righteousness,  and  how  all  saints 
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and  angels  rejoiced  in  it,  and  went  on  to  her  presentation  faultless 
before  the  throne  of  God. 

It  was  interesting;  to  see  how  she  appreciated  every  thought  and 
simile ;  and  then  I  asked  her  to  listen  to  the  blessing  for  her  wed- 
ding. It  was  an  inspiration  to  bring  words  so  holy,  so  full  of  love, 
words  heaven-born,  to  the  ears  of  all  those  women  whose 
thoughts  never  ascended  so  high. 

"  The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee.  The  Lord  make  his  face 
shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious  unto  thee.  The  Lord  lift  up  his 
countenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace."  She  told  the  Bible- 
woman  that  on  her  wedding  day  this  blessing  kept  close  by  her. 

While  I  was  thus  devoting  myself  to  Amane,  I  felt  two  little 
hands  clasping  my  arm  above  my  elbow.  I  turned  to  see  who  it 
was,  and  a  beautifully  dressed  little  girl  of  about  eleven  years, 
with  a  fair  face,  was  looking  up  at  me  with  an  expression  of  sad- 
ness, trust,  and  longing  that  haunts  me  still.  I  supposed  it  must 
be  one  of  my  Central  School  girls,  as  we  were  near  there,  but  I 
did  not  know  her.  The  Bible-woman  said:  **  You  never  have  seen 
her.  She  began  to  read  in  December,  and  has  leanied]very  rapidly. 
She  was  marned,  and  in  three  months  her  husband  died.  It  is 
now  a  month  since." 

This,  then,  was  the  story,  told  and  untold,  of  this  little  one's 
sorrow.  The  Bible-woman  afterward  said  that  her  grief  was  some- 
thing distressing  to  see.  She  seemed  to  comprehend  the  situation 
as  would  one  of  twenty  years. 

Standing  a  little  way  behind  was  the  mother  of  this  only  child, 
herself  a  widow,  the  embodiment  of  inconsolable  sorrow.  Every 
hope  gone!  The  dead  young  husband  has  brothers  and  sisters, 
but  he  was  the  heir,  and  secure.  In  time,  this  mother  and  daugh- 
ter will  •be  gently  shoved  out.  The  beautiful  jewels,  one  by  one, 
will  go.  They  will  come  at  length  to  the  weary  round  of  pounding 
paddy.  This  child  of  tender  years  is  a  widow,  and  no  more  hope 
of  a  home  is  possible. 

I  comprehended  the  situation,  and  felt  the  clinging  hands.  I 
laid  the  hand  not  pinioned  by  her  grasp  on  her  cheek,  and  said, 
"My  dear  young  child,  what  can  I  do  for  you?" 

"You  must  comfort  me,"  was  her  reply.  So,  with  this  shining 
bride  before  me,  and  this  little  sad  widow  at  my  side,  I  said  blessed 
things  about  the  land  of  the  glonfied  Jesus. 

This  was  my  first  visit  to  this  little  widow,  and  there  followed 
many  more  of  which  I  kept  no  record.  The  Lord  keeps  record  of 
every  ministration  and  every  prayer,  and  will  preserve  all  for  his 
own  use.  The  Christian  worker  needs  to  ask  himself  not  "What 
shall  I  do  ?"  or  "  What  shall  I  give  ?"  but  the  rather,  "  What  have  I 
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received?**  or,  "What  do  I  appropriate?"  of  riches  in  glory.  When 

one  is  conscious  of  asking  with  full  purpose  of  receiving  for  to-day, 

doing  and  giving  come  freely  forth. 

*^The  Lord  is  a  sun  and  shield;  the  Lord  will  give  grace  and 

glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk 

uprightly." 

i^\ 

TURKEY. 
WOMEN'S  WORK  FOR  WOMEN  IN  TURKEY. 

BY  REV.   H.   N.   BARNUM,  D.D.,  MISSIONARY  IN  HARPOOT. 

The  Necessity  for  It, — A  few  simpld  propositions  are  sufficient  to 
show  this.  The  women  are  ignorant.  In  all  the  Harpoot  field 
thirty  years  ago,  in  a  population  of  some  700,000,  we  could  not 
learn  of  a  female  who  knew  how  to  r6ad.  Until  missionary  ladies 
went  there  and  demonstrated,  in  their  own  persons,  the  ability  of 
a  woman  to  read,  the  general  impression  was  that  a  woman  could 
not  learn ;  that  she  had  not  enough  mind  to  learn.  Ignorance  is 
the  mother  of  superstition,  and  superstition  usurps  the  place  of 
true  religion. 

It  is  a  Mohammedan  country,  and  Moslem  ideas  and  customs 
control  those  who  have  not  accepted  the  Mohammedan  faith.  The 
Mohammedan  contempt  for  woman  as  an  inferior  being,  as  per- 
haps not  even  possessing  a  soul,  prevails.  Mohammedanism 
isolates  woman,  secludes  her  from  the  society  of  men ;  and  it  is 
scarcely  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  it  even  shuts  her  out  from  the 
society  of  her  own  husband  and  sons. 

Will  any  one  tell  us  how  to  elevate  a  people  without  elevating 
the  family?  or  how  a  family  can  be  elevated  without  reaching  the 
wife  and  mother?  or  how,  in  an  Oriental  country,  she  can  be 
reached  except  by  those  of  her  own  sex? 

The  Methods  Used, — 1.  Visiting  women  in  their  own  homes. 
In  this  department,  as  in  all  others,  the  missionaiy  begins  the 
work,  introduces  others  into  it,  and  then  helps  and  guides  them 
in  it.  This  house-to-house  visitation  is  not  simply  a  religious  visit. 
At  first  it  may  not  be  even  that.  Confidence  in  the  visitor,  and  a 
friendly  feeling  toward  her,  prepare  the  women  to  receive  counsel 
from  her.  One  of  the  first  things  attempted  is  to  persuade  them  to 
learn  to  read,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  read  the  Bible. 
Even  this  degree  of  mental  culture  is  of  great  value,  by  proving  to 
the  woman  herself  that  she  has  a  mind,  and  imparting  a  measure 
of  self-respect.  The  Bible-readers  are  very  efficient  in  this  service. 
When  familiar  relations  are  once  established,  hundreds  of  ques- 
tions affecting  the  individual  life  and  the  life  and  condition  of 
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the  family  are  considered,  all  helping  in  one  way  or  another  to  lift 
the  individual  and  the  family  to  a  higher  plane. 

2.  Meetings  for  women.  In  Oriental  places  of  worship  very 
little  provision  is  made  for  females.  So  wide  is  the  separation  of 
the  sexes,  that  in  the  interior  of  the  country  Mohammedan  women 
never  go  to  the  nK)sque,  and  in  the  Armenian  and  Greek  churches 
only  those  past  middle  life  are  present,  except  on  rare  occasions. 
Even  when  they  do  attend  they  seldom  hear  preaching,  but  only  a 
tedious  ritual,  intoned  in  an  ancient  language;  hence  the  service 
is  unedifying.  The  few  sermons  which  they  do  hear  —  with  rare 
exceptions,  in  later  years — are  undignified  and  puerile.  An  Arme- 
nian bishop  in  a  sermon  in  Harpoot  about  women,  said,  '^  Only  one 
woman  in  forty  will  go  to  heaven,  and  even  she  will  have  her 
tongue  cut  out!''  Can  a  woman  find  anything  helpful  in  such 
preaching  as  that  ?  Even  in  the  Protestant  churches  the  women 
are  shy,  and  unable  to  free  themselves  from  long-standing  preju- 
dices; but  in  their  own  meetings,  old  and  young  come  together 
freely.  They  can  ask  questions,  raise  doubts,  tell  one  another 
what  are  their  helps  and  hindrances  in  the  training  of  their  chil- 
dren, or  in  their  own  religious  expenences,  unburden  their  souls  in 
prayer,  and  get  an  uplift  and  an  impulse  in  all  right  living. 

3.  Teaching.  The  design  of  missionary  schools  is  not  simply 
the  mental  training  of  a  given  nufnber  of  pupils,but  it  is  primarily  the 
selection  and  education  of  such  as  shall  themselves  become  laborers. 
The  missionary  teacher  is  thus  able  to  multiply  herself  many  fold. 
Kot  all  her  pupils  will  be  set  apart  as  teachers  and  Bible-readers, 
but  in  the  intercourse  of  daily  life  they  will  impart  to  others  some- 
thing of  what  they  have  received,  and  as  wives  and  mothers  they 
will  render  the  important  service  of  showing  to  the  community  the 
value  of  a  Chiistian  home. 

4.  Touring.  Every  missionary  district  contains  a  number  of 
towns  and  villages  called  ^^out-stations,"  where  a  church  or  a  con- 
gregation has  been  gathered.  The  Harpoot  field  has  sixty  such 
places.  These  communities  and  their  schools  need  the  personal 
influence  of  the  missionary  even  more  than  the  central  station,  but 
it  is  the  hardest  part  of  missionary  work.  The  tours  must  be  per- 
formed on  horseback,  and  a  horse  cannot  transport  the  comforts 
of  home.  The  weary  ride  by  day  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  over 
ail  sorts  of  roads,  is  succeeded  by  the  weaiisome  nights,  sometimes 
almost  literally  *'in  the  bosom  of  the  family,"  and  sometimes 
nearly  stifled  by  the  close  air  and  pungent  odors  of  a  stable,  and 
always  among  nimble  fleas,  etc.  When  the  out-station  is  reached 
a  good  degree  of  comfort  is  secured  in  the  home  of  the  preacher  or 
of  some  good  brother.    The  ladies  remain  long  enough  to  visit  the 
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schools  and  every  Protestant  family  with  the  Bible-reader,  and 
they  are  also  welcomed  to  many  Armenian  Romes.  In  this  round 
of  visitation  informal  neighborhood  prayer-meetings  are  held. 
Many  a  heart  unburdens  itself  to  its  missionary  sister,  and  comfort 
and  counsel  are  everywhere  administered.  Even  the  "  brethren  " 
receive  a  helpful  impulse.  The  value  of  this  form  of  self-denying 
labor  cannot  be  overestimated. 

5.  The  missionary  home  holds  an  important  place  among  the 
agencies  that  are  transforming  society.  In  unevangelized  coun- 
tries, home,  in  our  conception  of  it,  does  not  exist.  The  word  home 
even  does  not  have  a  place  in  their  languages.  The  missionary  wife, 
if  she  were  to  undertake  no  work  outside  of  her  own  house,  would 
perform  a  very  important  service  by  showing  what  a  Christian 
family  should  be.  'The  missionary  home  becomes  the  model,  the 
ideal  home.  It  is  reproduced,  after  a  sort,  by  the  pastor  and 
preacher  at  the  out-station,  and  is  an  object  lesson  illustrating  the 
beauty  of  Christian  family  life  as  contrasted  with  the  life  which 
prevails  in  unevangelized  communities.  There  is  no  more  striking 
proof  of  the  genuineness  of  the  missionary  work,  and  I  may  say  of 
the  divinity  of  the  Gospel,  than  the  transformation  which  it  works 
in  the  homes  of  the  people,  and  in  the  uplifting  of  the  family  life ; 
and  this  is  largely  the  first  of  the  labors  of  our  wives  and  mission- 
ary sisters. 

Besults, — These  have  been  indicated  in  part  by  what  I  have  al- 
ready said.  They  can  be  shown  very  inadequately,  just  as  animal 
and  vegetable  life  and  growth  can  be  set  forth  only  by  a  few  signs. 
In  the  Harpoot  field  alone,  about  one  thousand  girls  are  now  con- 
nected with  the  Protestant  common  schools.  How  many  thou- 
sands have  been  in  those  schools  during  the  last  thirty  years,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell.  The  Armenians  have  been  stimulated,  by  this 
example,  to  open  many  schools  for  the  education  of  their  daugh- 
ters, and  even  the  Turks  have  a  few  schools  for  girls. 

The  first  women  who  learned  to  read  were  ashamed  to  have  it 
known,  because  they  were  subjected  to  ridicule;  but  now,  public 
sentiment  has  so  far  changed  that  women  are  ashamed  to  confess 
that  they  cannot  read.  The  great  majority  of  Protestant  women 
have  learned,  and  they  have  taught  many  Armenian  women.  One 
of  the  ladies  who  has  recently  gone  to  Mardin,  writes  that  she 
is  much  impressed  by  the  great  difference  between  the  women  who 
have  been  brought  under  gospel  infiuences  and  those  who  have 
not;  a  difference  so  marked  as  to  show  itself  distinctly  in  the  ex- 
pression of  their  faces.  This  difference,  however,  is  not  so  great 
as  it  once  was.  The  women  in  the  nominally  Christian  commu- 
nities are  gaining  many  ideas  from  their  Protestant  neighbors. 
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They  are  learning  something  of  their  own  true  dignity  and  worth, 
of  their  responsibility  as  mothers,  and  that  they  did  not  come  into 
the  world  simply  and  solely  to  perform  menial  service. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  women  and  girls  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  study  in  the  female  Seminary  in  Harpoot  before  it  was 
merged  into  the  college;  and  since  the  college  department  was  or- 
ganized, more  than  four  hundred  have  been  connected  with  it.  A 
large  number  of  these  have  engaged  directly  in  the  work  as  teach- 
ers or  as  Bible-readers,  while  scarcely  one  has  dishonored  her  op- 
portunities. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1886  the  twenty-four  churches  in  the 
Harpoot  field  numbered  810  females  among  their  members.  Many 
others  have  joined  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven,  and  in  their 
last  hours  upon  earth  have  shown  that  even  an  Oriental  death-bed 
may  be  peaceful  and  happy. 

These  are  mere  hints  and  suggestions  respecting  a  service  that 
is  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  all  the  departments  of  missionary 
labor. 

«♦> 

DEATH  OF  MRS.  CRAWFORD. 

Many  of  our  readers  have  heard  of  the  sudden  death  of  Mrs.  Crawford, 
who  went  to  Broosa  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  The  following  from  Miss 
Cull  shows  the  great  sorrow  that  has  come  upon  the  mission:  — 

We  are  in  great  trouble.  A  sudden  death  has  left  a  home  deso- 
late. I  cannot  describe  to  you  the  sense  of  loneliness  that  from  day 
to  day  grows  more,  and  not  less.  Until  within  forty  hours  of  her 
death,  Mrs.  Crawford  seemed  to  be  in  excellent  health.  We  were 
all  at  supper  together  Friday  evening,  February  3d.  At  half  past 
four  Saturday  morning  her  little  child  was  born.  On  Sunday 
morning  following,  at  half  past  ten,  she  died.  The  babe  still  lives, 
but  from  day  to  day  we  waver  between  hope  and  fear.  A  faithful 
woman  is  caring  for  him.  The  people  here  were  very  warmly 
attached  to  Mrs.  Crawford.  All  that  friends  could  do  to  help, 
they  did,  and  we  can  never  forget  their  kindness.  Mr.  Crawford's 
two  children  came  into  the  school  as  pupils  last  Friday  morning. 
The  little  girl,  Leslie,  will  be  seven  years  old  May  1st.  The  boy  will 
be  six  years  old  in  June.  .  .  .  Let  me  say  a  word  of  the  bright 
memory  left  with  us.  It  was  a  strong,  true,  pure  spirit  that  went 
from  us.  She  threw  herself  into  the  life  here  without  reserve. 
She  went  about  among  the  people  just  as  soon  as  she  had  some 
Turkish  at  her  command.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  of  her  life 
she  went  to  many  houses.  She  liked  to  invite  young  girls  to  her 
home,  and  keep  them  about  her.  How  we  all  miss  her  I  All  our 
Sunday  evenings  were  spent  together.    Her  place  was    at   the 
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piano.  For  an  hour  at  a  time  she  would  sit  and  play  accompa- 
niments to  hymns  chosen  by  the  schoolgirls  in  our  Sunday  evening 
song  service.  Nothing  seemed  to  gratify  her  more  than  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  assist  some  one.  Was  a  little  map  wanted;  she 
would  plan  to  set  about  the  drawing  of  it  in  the  first  available 
hour.  Was  word  brought  of  lonely  and  destitute  strangers  come 
to  the  town;  she  took  an  early  opportunity  to  visit  them,  and  in 
every  way  show  her  kindly  interest.  I  mentioned  to  her  that  one 
of  the  girls  had  a  severe  cold.  '*  Let  her  come  over  to  my  parlor," 
she  said.  ^'I  have  some  medicine  that  will  help  her,  and  I  will 
attend  to  giving  it  regularly,  and  she  can  sleep  with  Rebecca,'' — 
another  of  her  young  guests  invited  for  the  week.  This  was  just 
one  week  before  her  death;  and  when  she  said  these  words  we 
were  all  out  on  a  long  walk,  only  two  of  the  girls  having  re- 
mained at  the  school,  because  of  not  being  well.  I  remember  her 
vigorous  step  that  night,  and  her  good  cheer.  Mr.  Crawford  will 
go  on  as  well  as  he  can  with  the  heavy  shadow  in  his  home.  She 
would  have  gone  about  to  the  villages  with  him. 

About  the  time  the  news  came  of  Mrs.  Crawford's  death,  a  friend  sent  the 
following  extracts  from  one  of  her  private  letters.  They  show  the  same 
bright  spirit  that  pervaded  all  she  did. 

Our  (Christmas)  festivities  began  Saturday  p.  m.,  when  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baldwin  joined  us  at  our  turkey  dinner.  Then  at  six  we 
all  adjourned  to  the  school  building,  to  Miss  Cull's  dining-room. 
The  teachers  and  girls  were  all  in  their  best,  and  the  lemonade  and 
cake  disappeared  with  remarkable  rapidity.  Then  we  went  up- 
stairs to  the  school  parlor,  where  Miss  Wells  and  I  had  spent  the 
morning  arranging  the  gifts.  Miss  Cull  brought  a  box  of  gifts 
with  her  from  the  Fall  River  young  ladies;  and  these,  with  the  girls' 
gifts  for  each  other,  and  such  little  ones  as  we  had  for  them,  made 
a  truly  imposing  array.  We  conceived  the  idea  of  numbering, 
instead  of  naming  the  gifts,  and  then  handing  each  girl  her  card 
with  her  number  on  it,  as  she  came  in.  This  made  great  fun,  as 
the  presents  were  pinned  all  around  the  room,  in  all  sorts  of 
places,  and  required  some  searching  for.  We  were  all  well 
remembered,  I  assure  you,  with  silk  handkerchiefs,  Turkish 
towels,  crocheted  edging,  and  the  like.  We  had  a  good  deal  of 
singing  during  the  evening.  The  girls  knew  several  carols,  and  I 
had  taught  them  "Herald  Angels"  for  the  occasion;  and  then  two 
of  the  teachers,  the  Armenian  master,  and  I  had  learned  some 
more  difficult  music.  The  evening  was  wound  up  with  games, — 
"  Going  to  Jerusalem,"  "  Ruth  and  Jacob,"  "  Winding  the  Clock," 
etc.  Miss  Cull  and  I  played  Grandma,  and  enjoyed  seeing  the 
performances  of  the  rest. 


Mamma  had  been  Dut  callinf;  all  tlie 
afternuoi).  Tlie  Inst  viaiC  wns  paid  to 
a,  charining  ivoinaD,  lif^ht-royally  en- 
dowed with  the  );iftof  poes;,  as  all  who 
possess  a.  valume  of  her  Ijrics,  or  read 
them  in  the  pnssin^  papers,  will  gladly 

Just  as  mamma  was  coming  away 
she  caught  a  (climpso  of  a  vista  of  pink, 
and  white,  and  purple  sweet  peag, 
which  bordered  the  garden  walk. 

"By  what  magic,"  sho  exclaimed, 
"  do  you  succeed  so  wonderfully  in  the 
culture  of  sweet  peas?  " 

"  They  always  grow  and  blossom  for 
me.  I  believe  they  know  how  I  love 
them,"  fondly  answered  the  lady, 
whom  we  will  call  Mrs.  Smith. 

Then  she  went  down  the  walk  and 
picked  a  lovely  hunch  of  them  for  mam- 
ma. So  it  came  about  thnt  we  had  a 
piukand  white  bouquet  on  the  tea-table 
that  night,  which  filled  the  room  with 
dainty  fragrance.  Now,  for  many  years 
we  had  always  planted  sweet  peas,  and 
yetscarcelya  blossom  had  ever  reward- 
ed our  labor. 

We  planted  them  in  a  different  gar- 
den-spot every  year,  putting  the  seeds 
just  so  many  inches  below  the  ground 
surface.  We  "  bushed  "  or  strung 
them  as  soou  as  they  peeped  through 
the  earth,  and  watered  them  copiously 
or  left  them  to  dry. 
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Do  any  wonder  at  these  contradictory  systems  ?  Between  flor&l 
guides  and  horticultural  acquaintances  we  received  so  much  advice 
that  we  had  an  opportunity  to  experiment  on  the  value  of  a  great 
many  theories,  and  the  result  had,  invariably,  been  scarcely  a 
bblssom. 

At  tea,  that  night,  we  discussed  again  the  old  question.  Why 
would  not  these  dainty  flowers  spring  into  beauty  for  us?  but,  as 
usual,  it  was  left  unanswered.  And  Mrs.  Smith's  sweet  peas  gi*ew 
paler,  and  finally  faded  away,  leaving  only  sweet  memories  of  the 
giver.  Fall  and  winter  passed,  each  day  full  of  duties  and  pleasures, 
and  one  afternoon  when  spring  was  beginning  to  wake  from  her 
long  lethargy,  and  the  buds  were  swelling  in  the  crocus  beds, 
mamma  looked  out  on  the  world  of  mud  and  water,  and  exclaimed, 
decidedly,  "  I  shall  cultivate  sweet  peas  once  more." 

**Has  somebody  given  you  a  new  theory?"  we  asked,  laugh- 
ingly. 

"No,"  she  answered;  "I  have  an  idea,  and  I  believe  it  will 

prove  to  be  a  good  one." 

■  Finding  it  impossible  to  extract  her  secret,  we  gave  up  attempt- 
ing to  satisfy  our  curiosity,  and  trusted  to  the  future  for  revela- 
tions. A  few  days  later  she  came  in  from  a  walk  with  a  generous 
seed  package,  labeled  "Sweet  Peas"  in  a  child's  round,  studied 
chirography. 

"  The  germ  of  future  blossoms,"  she  said,  passing  the  paper 
about  for  inspection.  And  then  she  told  us  that  she  had  gone  to 
Mrs.  Smith  for  seed  and  advice,  and  found  that  lady's  little  daugh- 
ter, Amy,  putting  up  packages  of  seeds,  all  the  proceeds  of  which 
were  for  her  mission  jug,  because  she  "  wanted  to  earn  the  money" 
herself. 

This  time,  the  sweet  peas  were  planted  in  a  new  spot, —  a  damp 
rich  coraer  of  the  vegetable  garden, — a  part  of  the  family  possessions 
we  did  not  visit,  although  mamma  was  frequently  seen  strolling  in 
that  direction. 

"Have  the  sweet  peas  started?"  at  first,  we  asked;  later,  the 
query  changed  to  "  Are  they  budded  ?  '' 

To  the  latter  question  we  received  no  reply  but  dignified  silence, 
and  concluded  that,  as  usual,  her  hopes  were  blighted.  What  was 
our  amazement  one  warm  summer  evening  to  find  a  dainty  bunch 
of  pink,  and  white,  and  purple  on  the  tea-table. 

"Amy's  sweet  peas  I  "  said  mamma,  triumphantly. 

Figuratively  speaking,  the  household  welkin  rang  long  with  ap- 
plause, which  the  successful  cultivator  gracefully  acknowledged. 
From  that  day  every  room  had  its  fragrant  bouquet,  and  the 
neighbors  received  many  a  generous  bunch  of  the  lovely  blossoms. 
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A  sweet-souled  invalid  was  so  fond  of  her  portion,  that  as  she 
was  moved  from  lounge  to  hammock,  the  vase  of  pink  and  white 
fragrance  followed,  perforce.  One  boy  who  asked  how  he  could 
earn  money  for  his  jug,  was  delighted  when  we  told  him  he  could 
have  five  bunches  a  day  to  sell. 

In  a  most  ingenious  manner  he  converted  a  large  paste-board 
box  into  a  basket,  lining  it  with  tin-foil;  and  soon  found  regular 
customei*s  in  offices  and  stores,  who  gladly  purchased  his  ten-cent 
bouquets.  At  the  end  of  the  season  he  had  eight  dollars  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  labor. 

Mamma  stoutly  affirms  (and  who  will  gainsay  it?)  that  her  suc- 
cess was  due  to  the  fact  that  her  vines  sprang  from  missionary 
seed.  Cannot  some  other  "Amy"  sell  packages  of  flower-seed 
"for  the  missionf^ries"?    Perhaps  even  a  richer  blessing  would 

follow. 

Fannie  Bell  Pettee. 


APPLE  BLOSSOMS.— A  WORD  TO   THE  GIRLS. 

This  loitering  spring,  with  its  chill  rains,  raw  winds,  and  leaden 
skiee,  seems  to  relegate  the  time  of  apple  blossoms  to  a  far-ofif 
future.  And  yet  it  will  come  sooner  than  we  know,  and  its  lovely 
bloom  of  roseate  and  silvery  sprays  will  glorify  the  earth  shortly. 

Why  may  we  not  copy  after  the  aesthetic  Japanese  of  Tokio, 
who  mark  the  time  of  their  cheri*y  bloom  with  an  out-door  festival, 
—  hying  away  in  holiday  costume  to  the  hill-plateaus  of  Askayama 
and  Uyeno,  where  they  have  parks,  and  sip  tea  and  cheiTy  blossom 
water,  while  they  luxuriate  in  the  beauty  of  their  favorite  flower- 
ing tree  ? 

We  might  have  an  evening  in-door  festival  in  church  parlor  or 
home  drawing-room,  decorating  it  lavishly  with  the  blossoming 
apple  branches  until  the  room  is  a  bower,  while  appropriate 
music  and  recitations  vary  the  hour. 

I  am  in  haste  at  this  present  writing,  and  have  no  time  to  furbish 
my  wits,  or  hunt  my  library  for  fitting  selections,  and  so  think  of 
but  one,— Bryant's  inimitable,  "Planting  of  the  Apple-Tree,"  and 
the  song,  as  old  as  it  is  sweet,  "Oh!  Charming  May."  But  you 
girls,  with  your  bright  forethoughts  and  after-thoughts,  can  get 
up  lovely  little  programmes  to  match  the  pearl-pink  of  the  house 
adorning.  Of  course  we  would  have  at  least  a  ten-cent  admission 
fee,  to  utilize  this  labor  and  pleasure  for  missions. 

What  do  you  say,  girls  ?  Shall  we  festoon  apple  blossoms  all 
along  the  line  of  our  young  ladies'  societies  ? —flca«/tcn  WomarCt 
Friend. 


^n    QUcmariam. 


Fell  asleep  in  JEatrs,  in  Koxbur;,  March  9, 1888, 

MBS.  ELIZA  H.  ANDERSON, 
Aged  84.    Widow  of  Bev.  Kafus  Andeison,  D.D. 
Moumtull}',  with  a  keen  sense  of  personal  beieavement,  we 
make  this  record;  and  yet  with  joy  lor  liec,  in  full  aaaurance 
that  she  has  been  promoted  to  her  heavenly  mansion,  where 
she  will  glorify  God,  as  she  has  ever  yearned  tti  do,  more  per- 
fectly than  she  could  on  earth. 
Early  in  life  she  heard  the  message,— 

"  Up,  to  thy  Uaster'a  work!  for  than  art  called 
To  do  his  bidding  till  the  hand  of  death 
Strike  off  thine  armor.   Noble  field  le  thine— 
The  eoal  thy  province,  that  myaleriona  thing 
Which  hath  no  limit  tram  Ehs  waUs  of  Benee. 
"  Oh,  hve  the  life  of  prayer, 
Tbelifeof  tlrelese  labor  for  His  eakel 
So  may  the  Angel  of  tlie  Covenant  bring 
Thee  to  thy  home  lo  bliss,  with  many  s  gem 
To  glow  forever  la  thy  Master's  crown." 
If  apace  permitted,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  how  tmly  she 
heard  and  obeyed  this  message  both  in  yonth  and  tn  age,  even 
till  the  "  hand  of  death"  was  laid  upon  her  and  bore  her  hence- 
According  to  the  promise,  we  doubt  not  "  the  Aogel  of  the 
Covenant"  took  her  to  her  "  home  ,ti  bliss  with  many  a  gem 
to  glow  forever  in  the  Master's  crown."   Thus  has  the  highest 
ambition  of  her  soul  been  realized. 

She  lived  a  "  life  of  prayer."  In  this  exercise  she  was  much 
engaged,  and  her  petitions  were  characterized  by  an  excellent 
spirit  of  humility,  devotion,  and  earnest  persistence  that 
never  wavered,  watching  and  believingly  awaiting  the 
answer.  We  cherish  the  belief  that  If  her  life  bad  yielded  no 
other  harvest  than  that  resultjng  from  her  constant  supplica- 
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tions  of  faith  offered  in  Jesus'  name,  he  would  be  forever 
glorified  by  the  many  sheaves  garnered  in  heaven  through 
them,  and  she  receive  a  glorious  reward. 

She  was  also  "  tireless  in  labor  for  the  Master's  sake." 
Christ  said,  "  The  field  is  the  world,"  and  to  be  permitted  to 
be  a  co-worker  with  him  in  any  part  of  it,  at  home  or  abroad, 
was  to  her  a  precious  privilege.  In  the  family  relation  she 
was  mindful  of  all  its  claims.  "  She  looked  well  to  the  ways 
of  her  household,"  so  that  "  the  heart  of  her  husband  safely 
trusted  in  her,  and  her  children  arise  up  to  call  her  blessed." 

Long  will  be  remembered  the  abounding  hospitality  of  the 
home  in  Cedar  Square,  with  its  presiding  hostess  ever  ready 
to  welcome  the  missionaries  and  their  children,  and  every  way- 
faring child  of  God  who  chanced  to  pass  that  way.  She  not 
only  spread  the  table  and  prepared  the  "  prophet's  chamber," 
but  gave  them  herself,  according  to  their  need,  her  hands,  her 
head,  her  heart;  so  that  many  a  young  wife  who  entered  the 
house  of  this  loving  woman  with  trembling,  in  view  of  the 
responsibilities  awaiting  her  on  mission  ground,  left  it 
strengthened  and  encouraged.  The  missionary  mothers  leav- 
ing their  children  in  this  land  and  returning  to  their  fields  of 
labor,  taxed  her  warmest  sympathies,  and  by  her  prayerful, 
cordial  interest  were  cheered  and  comforted. 

She  believed  in  the  "  communion  of  saints,"  and  attendance 
upon  the  means  of  grace  was  her  delight. 

She  early  became  deeply  interested  in  the  Maternal  Meeting 
of  her  church,  and  for  many  years  was  its  president,  giving  to 
it  her  best  services. 

In  1862,  when  a  **  Mothers'  Concert  of  Prayer  "  was  called  for, 
which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  **  Union  Maternal 
Association  "  of  Boston,  she  heartily  espoused  the  cause,  and 
became  its  first  vice-president.  At  its  thirteenth  annual  meet- 
ing a  historical  sketch  of  mothers'  meetings  was  given,  and 
the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Union  was 
discussed.  Mrs.  Anderson  especially  favored  it,  and  moved 
"  that  a  circular  should  be  prepared  stating  the  object  of  our 
organization,  and  requesting  missionary  mothers  to  unite  with 
us  in  the  'Mothers'  Concert  of  Prayer,'  and  to  exchange  reports 
of  mothers'  meetings;  also,  that  a  copy  should  be  sent  to  every 
mission  station  connected  with  the  denominations  represented 
in  our  Union."  The  motion  was  adopted,  and  carried  into 
effect.  The  movement  proved  more  successful  than  was  an- 
ticipated, and  the  Secretary  of  the  society  was  able  subse- 
quently to  report  that  **  the  associations  at  present  connected 
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with  the  Union  are  found  all  over  the  land,  from  Canada  to 
Santa  Barbara,  and,  crossing  the  ocean,  hold  in  one  embrace 
the  mothers  in  nearly  all  our  mission  stations.  China,  Tur- 
key, India,  Africa,  and  the  islands  of  the  sea,  send  us  most 
glowing  accounts  of  their  interest  and  progress  in  the  work. 

**  The  results  have  been  the  encircling  of  the  globe  with  a 
girdle  of  faith  and  prayer,  which  has  quickened  the  pulsations 
of  thousands  of  human  hearts,  the  stimulating  of  personal 
piety,  the  organization  of  self-sustaining  children's  prayer- 
meetings,  and  the  conversion  of  thousands  of  youth.** 

Though  for  several  years  she  had  been  providentially  de- 
tained from  personally  participating  in  the  meetings,  her  in- 
terest in  the  cause  never  wavered,  and  we  doubt  not  her 
prayers  have  been  greatly  helpful  to  its  large  success. 

She  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  "Woman's 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,"  present  at  its  organization,  and 
for  years  rarely  absent  from  its  meetings.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  kindle  her  zeal  in  foreign  mission  work,  for  she  had  enlisted 
for  life  in  the  cause  when  she  united  her  destiny  to  that  of 
her  revered  husband,  who  sustained  the  relation  of  Senior 
Foreign  Secretary  to  the  American  Board.  She  was  from  the 
beginning  a  Vice-President  of  the  Woman's  society;  but  this 
feebly  indicates  her  true  relation,  for  in  all  its  work,  to  the 
extent  of  her  ability,  she  bore  her  part.  In  all  perplexing 
deliberations  she  was  a  wise  counsellor,  conscientiously  ex- 
pressing her  views;  and  when  it  became  apparent  that  special 
Divine  aid  must  be  obtained,  she  became  its  faithful  Inter- 
cessor to  the  throne  of  grace.  She  was  always  calm  and  self- 
possessed,  and  during  an  acquaintance  of  nearly  thirty  years, 
under  a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  the  writer  never  heard 
from  her  a  censorious  judgment,  an  unkind  or  harsh  remark. 

Her  remarkable  life  had  a  fitting  close  in  the  crowning  work 
to  which  she  was  providentially  appointed  during  its  last  ten 
years.  With  beautiful  submission  she  welcomed  her  Heavenly 
Father's  will,  saying,  '*  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done,"  as 
with  tender,  affectionate,  faithful  devotion  she  ministered  to 
her  husband  through  the  weakness  of  his  declining  years. 

Subsequently,  during  the  eight  years  of  her  widowhood,  she 
cheerfully  and  heartily  acquiesced  in  the  dispensation  which 
denied  her  Christian  activity,  and  often  confined  her  to  her 
home.  When  she  could  not  work  for  Jesus,  she  loved  to  think 
that  "  they  also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait,"  and  had  an 
abiding  apprehension  of  her  Saviour's  presence. 

Precious  saint!    Beloved  friend!    We  shall  behold  her  face 


»*♦ 


I.V  MEMORIAM. 


181 


no  more  on  cartL,  but,  praise  U>  our  ileai  Bedeenier,  sbe  is  nut 
dead,  but,  "  by  death,  to  lite  Immortal  she  is  born  and  glori- 
fied." "  Asleep  in  Jeans  "  meana  not  unconsciunHnexa,  but  a 
gloriouH  awakening  of  all  tlie  spiritual  nature,  and  a  wondrous 
]oy,  of  which  we  have  no  adequate  conri^ption.  What  it  is  to 
be  "  heirs  of  Ood  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ,"  who  here  e&a 
coDiprehendf  "Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  that  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  him." 


■'Hark!  ( 


)uiid  oi 


Pah 


the  BtoTB  In  glory  bIsikIb, 
s  o(  victory  In  their  banda. 


^onio  trom  trlbulatlan, 
washed  tbclr  robee  Id  blood,- 
Waslied  ttiem  In  the  lilooil  of  Jcbuh  \ 

Tried  (hey  were,  and  firm  they  atood. 
Cladly,  Lord,  with  (hee  they  auflfered; 

Gladly,  Lord,  with  thee  they  died; 
And  by  death  la  lite  immortal 
They  were  bom  and  glorified. 

"Now  they  reign  In  heavenly  glory; 

Now  they  walk  In  golden  light; 
Now  they  drink,  aa  from  a  river. 

Holy  bllsB  and  Infinite. 
Love  and  peace  ttkey  la&te  forever. 

And  all  truth  and  knowledge  see. 
Id  the  Beatific  VUlou 

Of  the  Blessed  Trinity." 
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QUESTION  BOX. 

WORK  AMONG  THE  CHILDREN. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  that  our  "Question  Box,"  with  its 
suggestions  for  children's  work  only  half  used,  has  been  unavoid- 
ably pushed  aside  to  make  room  for  matters  connected  with  our 
Annual  Meeting.  We  trust,  however,  that  no  dust  has  gathered 
that  cannot  be  brushed  off,  and  that  the  contents  will  come  forth 
with  the  same  freshness  as  when  they  were  first  received.  In  the 
February  number  the  suggestions  were  principally  with  reference 
to  the  conduct  of  children's  meetings.  There  still  remains  to  be 
considered  the  necessity  of  a  good  leader,  the  best  methods  of  or- 
ganization and  of  raising  money. 

The  three  most  important  requisites  for  a  good  leader  men- 
tioned, are  a  real  love  for  children,  a  love  for  missions,  and  a  will- 
ingness to  work. 

Of  the  importance  of  a  good  leader  one  writes;  **  It  will  not  be 
a  new  thought,  I  am  sure,  if  I  say  the  whole  matter  of  organiza- 
tion depends  on  the  leader.  We  need  only  to  have  ideal  leaders  to 
bring  the  millennium  in  all  our  mission  circles."  A  Branch  officer 
writes:  "We  have  some  excellent  children's  circles,  and  in  every 
case  of  superiority,  the  matter  resolves  itself  into  the  quality  of  the 
leader.  Some  of  the  leaders  think  it  would  be  easier  if  they  lived 
in  the  city,  and  could  get  the  children  together  of tener,  not  realiz- 
ing how  much  there  is  to  take  the  time  and  thought  of  the  chil- 
dren in  the  busy  life  that  hurries  even  the  little  people.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  leader  in  the  city  sighs  for  children  who  haven't 
^everything  else'  to  occupy  them,  and  to  whom  getting  together  is 
an  unusual  pleasure,  forgetting  the  difficulties  of  the  muddy  or 
snow-covered  roads  and  of  transportation.  Whatever  the  circum- 
stances, the  woman  who  believes  in  mission  circle  work,  and  is  will- 
ing to  give  herself  to  it,  succeeds  often  when  she  thinks  she  has  no 
talent  for  it.  Those  circles  are  the  most  successful  that  interest 
the  children  most,  although  they  may  not  raise  so  much  money  as 
others  who  have  better  facilities  for  fairs  and  entertainments. 
The  childish  pleasure  in  belonging  to  a  regular  society  is  more  uni- 
versal than  is  usually  supposed;  and  the  wisest  leaders  plan  for 
the  children  to  take  upon  themselves  all  the  parts  of  a  regular 
meeting,  although  an  older  head  needs  to  choose  and  arrange." 

From  the  replies  received  we  are  more  and  more  convinced,  as 
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one  writer  puts  it,  that  the  '' guidance  of  mission  bands  is  no  tri- 
fling responsibility.  Much  thought  in  planning,  much  weariness 
of  the  flesh  in  executing,  with  disappointment,  perhaps,  as  the  re- 
sult, is  often  the  lot  of  those  who  deal  with  those  little  unformed 
souls.  The  task  of  feeding  the  lambs  here,  is  akin  to  that  of.  the 
missionaries  themselves  in  their  daily  toil.  But  let  us  think  of  the 
possibilities  of  these  little  ones  if  they  shall  be  trained  to  unselfish 
lives,  whose  chief  concern  shall  be  for  the  Lord's  service;  and  let  us 
not  forget  that  this  is  the  Master's  work,  of  infinite  concern  to 
him,  and  that  he  is  watching  it  with  loving  eyes.** 

With  a  good  leader,  the  next  requisite  to  success  is  thorough 
organization.  There  are  some  who  recommend  a  very  flexible, 
not  to  say  loose  organization,  as  best  fitted  for  children;  but  the 
general  opinion  is,  that  for  best  efficiency,  the  society  must  be 
carefully  organized;  that  there  should  be  a  comprehensive  con- 
stitution, and  that  the  children  should  be  taught  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  holding  to  its  requirements.  As  a  foundation  for  a 
constitution,  we  know  of  nothing  better  than  the  form  given  for 
auxiliaries  on  the  cover  of  Life  and  Light,  which  can  be  modi- 
fied and  adapted  to  special  localities.  A  very  complete  and  sug- 
gestive one,  written  by  Mi*s.  Rhea,  is  issued  by  the  AVoman's  Board 
of  the  Interior.  It  may  be  familiar  to  some  of  our  readers,  but 
we  give  it  in  full  for  the  benefit  of  those  wlio  have  not  seen  it. 

CONSTITUTION  FOR  MISSION  BANDS. 

Article  1st.    This  Society  shall  be  called . 

Art.  2d.  Its  object  shall  be  to  work  for  Foreign  Missions,  increasing 
contributions,  prayers,  and  Missionary  Intelligence. 

Art.  3d.  Its  officers  shall  be :  A  President,  some  grown  up  lady,  who 
shall  have  a  general  oversight  of  the  Society,  and  shall  conduct  the  meetings, 
always  opening  them  with  Bible-reading,  singing,  and  prayer.  There  shall 
also  be  a  first  Vice-President,  a  boy,  and  a  second  Vice-President,  a  girl,  to 
aid  the  President  in  her  duties,  and  see  that  her  place  is  filled  when  necessarily 
absent.  There  shall  also  be  a  Secretary,  a  boy,  to  report  meetings  and  keep 
the  books;  a  Treasurer,  a  girl,  to  take  care  of  the  money  and  see  that  the 
pledges  are  regularly  redeemed. 

Art.  4th.    Any  one  within  the  Society  may  become  an  Honorary  Member 

by  the  payment  at  one  time  of  $ ,  and  any  one  without  the  Society  may 

become  an  Honorary  Member  by  the  payment  of  $ . 

Art.  5th.  Every  member  of  the  Society  shall  be  pledged  to  contribute  to 
the  funds  of  the  Society  a  certain  sum  monthly. 

Art.  6th.  The  meetings  shall  begin  punctually  as  to  time,  and  shall 
never  exceed  an  hour. 

Art.  7th.    Every  member  is  to  take  part  in  the  meetings  as  appointed. 

Art.  8th.  Absences  are  to  be  excused  by  a  written  note  read  before  the 
Society,  or  payment  of  a  fine  of . 

Art.  9th.  The  members  of  the  Society  shall  be  divided  into  companies 
for  systematic  labor,  and  their  work  shall  be  assigned  by  committees. 
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Art.  10th.  There  shall  l)e  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  boy,  one  i^rlri, 
and  the  President,  tp  decide  on  places  and  time  of  meetings,  and  give  the 
notices.  There  shall  be  another  committee,  consisting  of  one  boy,  one  girl, 
and  the  President,  to  assign  work  to  companies  and  individuals. 

Art.  11th.    The  companies  serve  a  month,  and  are  as  follows:— 
"  Co.  Ist.    Those  who  pray,  and  sing,  and  give.    (All.) 

Co.  2d.  Reporters,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  These  are  to  tell  the  subject  for 
the  month,  and  to  give  any  Information  about  it  they  can. 

Co.  3d.  Writers,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  To  bring  in  essays  on  subjects 
assigned  by  the  committee.  n 

Co.  4th.  Readers,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  To  read  letters,  or  choice  and 
short  selections  on  any  Missionary  subject  they  choose. 

Co.  5th.  Illustrators,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  These  are  to  bring  in  any 
pictures,  curiosities,  etc.,  they  can  possibly  obtain,  to  throw  light  on  customs 
and  habits  of  the  countiy  under  consideration. 

CO.  6th.  Map  makers,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  These  are  to  supply  us  with 
a  map  of  the  field  we  are  studying;  either  make  it  or  borrow  it. 

Co.  7th.    Geographers.    These  are  to  bound  and  describe  the  country. 

Co.  8th.  Historians,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  These  are  to  give  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  country  or  mission  considered. 

Co.  9th.  Story-tellers,  one  boy  and  one  girl.  These  are  to  relate  Mission- 
ary incidents  of  their  own  selection. 

Co.  10th.    Poets,  a  boy  and  a  girl.    To  recite  Missionary  poetry. 

Co.  11th.  Item  givers,  including  all  not  embraced  in  the  above  mentioned 
companies. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Society  shall  meet  once  a  month,  from  house  to 
house,  according  to  invitation.  It  is  suggested  that  there  be  occask>nal 
meetings  with  the  older  Ladies'  Society.  If  there  is  not  time  for  the  reports 
of  two  in  each  company,  let  there  be  only  one  a  month,  alternating,  boys  one 
month  and  girls  the  next. 

Any  babies  or  little  children  too  young  to  take  part  in  the  meetings  will  be 
cordially  welcomed  to  a  silent  membership,  by  their  pledging  through  others 
a  contribution.    A  list  of  these  will  be  faithfully  kept. 

One  who  has  had  much  experience  writes:  "  I  have  found  the 
more  offices  that  are  held  by  the  children  the  greater  their  in- 
terest; but  greater,  far  greater,  is  the  care  of  the  leader.  Some 
circles  have  the  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  and  treasurer 
among  the  children,  with  a  committee  of  older  ones,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  responsible  for  each  meeting.  In  other  cases  one  lady 
may  be  called  a  directress  for  the  circle,  and  let  the  children  hold 
the  other  offices."  In  some  cases  other  officers  are  added  to 
those  mentioned,  such  as  a  business  committee,  to  do  the  neces- 
sary errands,  a  committee  on  new  members, —  **a  messenger  who 
takes  the  notices  of  the  meetings  around  to  the  children's  houses 
when  necessary,  and  a  porter  who  opens  the  door  to  any  late- 
comers with  much  ardor." 

As  in  almost  all  societies,  there  are  times  when  the  interest 
flags.  It  is  recommended  that  there  should  be  a  reorganization 
now  and  then,  changing  the  character  of  the  circle  as  much  as 
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possible,  while  holding  fast  to  the  purpose  of  the  original  society. 
If  the  meetings  have  been  given  largely  to  sewing,  let  them  be 
changed  to  more  purely  missionary  meetings,  the  children  being 
given  some  special  part  in  tliem ;  or  let  the  social  element  be  added 
in  some  form.  If  the  children  have  been  officers  till  it  has  become  an 
old  story,  or  the  other  members  tire  of  tlieir  manner,  which  must, 
of  necessity,  lack  life  at  times,  let  the  older  ones  take  it  in  charge 
for  awhile,  or  vice  versa.  A  special  rally  inviting  in  those  of  other 
churches  or  denominations,  often  serves  to  rouse  enthusiasm.  At 
times,  merely  a  change  in  the  name  will  give  new  life  for  awhile, 
especially  if    the  older  members  feel  they  have  outgrown  the 

"baby  name." 

(7b  be  continued.) 


-♦♦►- 


QUARTERLY  MEETING. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  in  the  chapel  of 
Park  Street  Church,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  April  3d. 

In  the  opening  exercises  Mrs.  Bowker  spoke  feelingly  of  the  re- 
cent death  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Anderson,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Board  from  its  beginning.  She  paid  a  just  tribute  to  her  devotion, 
her  spirit  of  prayer,  her  ripe  Christian  character. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  E.  N.  Horton,   of  Wellesley. 

A  special  feature  of  the  meeting  was  an  interesting  report  given 
by  two  of  the  Corresponding  Secretaries,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Haskell  and 
Mi's.  J.  F.  Hill,  of  the  work  in  the  field  for  the  last  three  months. 

Culling  items  of  interest  from  letters  of  missionaries,  they  gave 
a  summary  of  work  all  over  the  world. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Wheeler,  of  Harpoot,  told  of  the  early  days  of  mis- 
sionary work  in  Turkey,  and  of  its  wonderful  growth  during  the 
thirty  years  of  her  life  there. 

Mrs.  A.  0.  Thompson  led  in  the  closing  prayer. 


-«♦♦- 


"We  are  nearing  the  close  of  a  century  of  missions,  during 
which  more  doors  of  access  have  been  opened,  more  missionary 
organizations  formed,  more  laborers  sent  forth,  more  new  ti*ans- 
lations  of  the  Bible  made,  and  more  copies  scattered,  more  con- 
verts gathered  from  pagan,  papal,  and  Moslem  communities,  more 
evangelists  raised  up,  and  more  evangelizing  agencies  set  in 
motion  than  during  a  thousand  years  preceding." — Selected, 

^^^ 


"Our  entire  possessions  are  to  be  employed  in  the  way  that 
will  best  honor  God." 
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WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF  MISSIONS 

Receipts  from  February  18  to  March  17, 1888. 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Trrasurrr. 


MAINE. 

East  Wilton.—  A  friend,  $    40 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.     W.    S. 

Daua,  Treas.     Scarboro,  Y. 

L.  Aux.,  $25;  Machias,  Aux., 

Krev.  contri.  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
[ary  C.  Longfellow,  $7.20; 
Yarmouth,  First  Ch.  Aux., 
$30 ;  Harpswell,  Lend  a  Hand 
Soc'y,  $2.79;  Calais,  Aux., 
$12.04;  Bethel,  Second  Ch.  M. 
C,  Little  Helpers,  $20;  Yar- 
mouth, First  Ch.,  Buds  of 
Promise,  $50;  Waterville, 
Aux.  Cong.  Ch.,  $29;  S.  S., 
$6.85 :  M  o  n  s  o  n.  Sunshine 
Band,  $25;  Solon,  Aux.,  $3.85; 
Portland,  Y.  L.  M.  B.,  $20,       231  73 


Total, 


LEGACY. 


$232  13 


Maiiie  Branch.—  Legacy  of 
Mrs.  Clarissa  Ellis,  Bruns- 
wick Aux.,  $50  00 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

OUsum.—  A  Friend, 

^ew  Hamjpshire  Branch.— Miss 
A.  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Alton, 
Aux.,  $5;  Concord,  Mrs.  Cal- 
vin Howe,  const.  L.  M's  Af  rs. 
Calvin  Thayer,  Mrs.  Geo.  F. 
Witherby,  $50;  Plainfield, 
Miss  M.  M.  Stevens,  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Ellen  K.  Brown,  $25; 
Tam worth,  a  Friend,  $2; 
Miss'y  Kindlings,  $5iTilton, 
Curtice  M.  C,  $25;  Warren, 
Aux.,  $4.60, 


40 


Total, 


116  60 
$116  90 


VERMONT. 

Norwich.-^  A  Friend,  $    40 

Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  East  Enos- 
burgh,  Aux.,  $16;  Essex  Junc- 
tion, Mrs.  M.  H.  Seaton,  $5; 
Fairlee,  Aux.,  $18.40;   Salis- 


bury, Aux.,  $3;  Springfield, 
Aux.,  $27;  Walliugford,Auz., 
$56;  Weston,  Aux.,  $8.52; 
Windsor,  Y.  L.  M.  League, 
$M>  $183  92 


Total, 


MASSAOHUSBTTS. 


$184  32 


^ndover.  —  Friends,  80  cts.. 
South  Ch.,  $39.32,  Free  Chris- 
tian Ch.,  $25,  $66  12 

Andover  and  Wobum  Branch,— 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Lowell,  Pawtucket  Ch.,  60  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs.  C.  E. 
West,  Treas.  Dalton,  Y.  L. 
Aux.,  $36;  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
$17.26;  Pittsfleld,  First  Ch., 
Miss  Morley's  S.  S.  CI.,  $10; 
Aux.,  $3.45;  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Aux.,  $17,  82  71 

Dudley.— A  Friend,  140 

East  '  Braintree.— Mrs.  E.  F. 
Stetson,  const.  seU  and  Miss 
E.  F.  Stetson  L.  M's,  60  00 

Essex  North  Branch.—  Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.     Brad- 

.  ford,  Aux.,  $37;  Merrtmac, 
Aux.,  $21.76;  Newburyport, 
Aux.,  $125,  183  76 

Essex  South  Branch.  —  Miss 
S.  W.  Clark,  Treas.  Danvers, 
Maple  St.  Ch.  Aux.,  $26; 
Beverly,  Dane  St.  Ch.  Aux., 
$12 ;  Peabody,  South  Ch.  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Alice  Marsh  Brown,  $91; 
Lynnfleld  Centre,  Aux.,  $20; 
South  Lynnfleld,  Aux.,  $10; 
Salem,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ber- 
tram, $100,  268  00 

Franklin  Co.  Braneh.-~Mi»s  L. 
A.  Spartaawk,  Treas.  Monta- 
gue, First  Cong.  Ch.,  $8; 
Greenfield,  Aux.,  $8:  Coll*n 
at  Branch  Meeting,  60  cts.,        16  60 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
I.  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  Amherst, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $100  by  Miss  M. 
Davis,  $200  const.  L.  M's  Mrs. 
A.  B.  H.  Davis,  Mrs.  Margaret 
E.  Morse,  $314.75;  Hadley,  M. 
C.,$40;  South  Hadley,  Junior 
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AoXm  $20;  Northampton,  Ed- 
wards Ch.  Junior  Aux.,  of  wb. 
•100  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Anna 
Laura  Kidder,  $125,  $499  75 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Abing- 
ton,  Aux.,  $10;  North  Abing- 
ton,  Aux.,  $10:  North  Wey- 
mouth, First  Ch.  Aux.,  $35, 
Wide- Awake  Workers,  $20; 
Randolph,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
by  Miss  Abbie  Turner  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Margaret  W.  Boyd, 
$56;  Brockton,  Aux.,  ;|^160, 
Coral  Workers,  $85,  First  Ch., 
Y.  L.  F.  M.  S.,  $31,  Porter  Ch., 
Y.  L.  Circle,  $141;  South 
Braintree,  Aux.,  $6;  Wollas- 
ton,  Aux.,  $15;  North  Wey- 
mouth,Pilgrim  Ch.  Aux.,  $10, 
Busy  Bees,  $50;  South  Wey-. 
mouth.  Union  Ch.  Aux.,  $175, 
Marden  Circle,  $50;  Holbrook, 
Aux.,  $34,  A  Friend  of  Mis- 
sions, of  which  $25  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Flossie  W.  Davis,  ^131 ; 
Marshfleld,  Aux.,  $20;  East 
Marshfield,  Aux.,  $11 ;  Chil- 
tonville,  Aux.,  JM;  Quincy, 
Mr.  Hardwick's  S.  8.  CI.,  f60; 
Scotland,  Aux.,  $14.80;  Eas- 
ton,  Aux.,  $15;  Rockland, 
Aux.,  $26 ;  Bridgewater,  Aux., 
$10;  Braintree,  Aux.,  $12.50, 
Happy  Workers,  $11.17;  Dux- 
bury,  Aux.,  $6;  Hanover, 
Aux.,  $18.50;  Kingston,  Aux., 
$23,  1,160  97 

Noifolk.—  Mrs.  Levi  Mann,  4  40 

Old  Colony  Branch.— M\m  F. 
J.  Runnels,  Treas.  Fall 
River,  W.  F.  M.  Soc'y,  $344.08; 
South  Attleboro,  Bethany 
Chapel  S.  S.,  $13.09,  357  17 

Springfield  Branch.— Jffiss  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Chicopee  Falls,  Aux.,  $19.85; 
Ludlow  Mills,  Aux.,  $20; 
Springfield,  Olivet  Ch.  Aux., 
$16.60;  First  Ch.  Aux.,  Thank- 
oflf.,  $4.19,  Mrs.  E.  Brewer 
Smith,  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  M. 
G.  Morse,  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
Holton,  Mrs.  Phebe  A.  Rich- 
ards, Mrs.  R.  A.  Russell,  $100,  160  54 

Suffolk  Branch.— MiBs  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Arlington,  Y. 
L.  F.  M.  S.,  $80;  Boston,  In 
memonr  of  Mrs.  Charles  Scud- 
der, $26,  Mt.  Vernon  Ch.  Aux., 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Herrick,  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Ruth  H.  Tu thill,  $25, 
Shawmut  Ch.  Aux.,  Mrs.  H. 
H.  Hyde,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Susan  N.  Pond,  $26,  A  mem- 
ber of  Shawmut  Ch.,  $6, 
Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
by  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Burt,  const. 


L.  M.  Mrs.  Perley  Morse, 
$138.64,  Central  Ch.  Aux.,  $5, 
S.  S.,  $17.98,  Young  People's 
Club,  $241,  Old  South  Ch. 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $100  by  Mrs.  H. 
M.  Kent  const.  L.  M's  Miss 
Clara  L.  Bail,  Miss  Lucy  P. 
Brownell,  Miss  Nannie 
Brownell,  Miss  Millie  J.  Bur- 
rill,  $25  by  Miss  M.  E.  Sim- 
onds  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Maud 
W.  Lincoln,  $125;  Brighton, 
Aux.,  $50;  Cambridge,  North 
Ave.  Ch.,  S.  S.,  Intermediate 
Dept.,  $8;  Cambridgeport, 
Wood  Memorial  Ch.,  Ladies' 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  $1.70;  Chelsea, 
First  Ch.  Aux., $88;  Dedham, 
Asylum  Dime  Soc'y,  $2.20; 
Dorchester,  Village  Ch.,  Eas- 
ter Penny  Mission,  $11,  Band 
of  Faith,  $30,  Harvard  Cong. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $10;  Foxboro, 
Aux.,  $5;  Hyde  Park,  Aux., 
$23.50,  Children's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $16;  Jamaica  Plain, 
Central  Ch.,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  $30; 
Newton,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  $25; 
Roxbury,  Mrs.  Anderson's 
Mite-box,  7!  cts.,  Highland 
Cong.  Ch.,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Stock- 
well,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Nichols,  $25,  Immanuel  Ch., 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Ward,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Woodsum,  $25; 
Soraerville,  Broadway  Ch., 
$32;  Waverly,  Aux.,  $21,  $1,09173 
Wellesley.—  College  Christian 
Asso.,  112  50 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.—  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Brook- 
field,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Johnson, $20; 
Clinton,  Aux.,  $44.30,  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Dakin,  L.  M.  Mrs.  Jennie 
E.  Boynton,  $25,  Children's 
Mite-box  Soc'y,  $25,  Primary 
Dept.,  S.  S.,  $10;  Fitchburg, 
C.  C.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $10.70,  Y.  L. 
Ben't  Circle,  $20,  Earnest 
Workers,  $15;  Milford,  Will- 
ing Workers,  $6;  North 
Brookfleld,  Aux.,  $40;  Ux- 
bridge,  Aux.,  $13.25;  West- 
boro,  Aux.,  $30;  Whitinsville, 
Aux.,  $1,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Whitin, 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Abbott,  Miss  Helen  L.  Abbott, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Burbank,  Mrs.  R. 
C.  Couant,  $100;  Worcester, 
Union  Ch.,  Willing  Workers, 
$18,  377  25 


Total, 


LEGACY. 


$4,471  79 


Boston.—  Legacy  of  Miss  Maria 
Howlaud,  $100  00 
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RHODE  ISLAin>. 


Riverside.—  A  little  Boy,  %    62 

Rhode  Island  Branch,—  Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Provi- 
dence, Union  Ch.,  S.  S.,  $50, 
Pilgrim  Ch.,  Little  Pilgrims, 
$7;  Slatersville,  Aux.,  $28; 
Newport,  Aux.,  $51.85,  United 
Ch.,  S.  S.,  $285.60,  $422  45 

Total,  $422  97 


CONNECTICUT. 


Eastern  Conn.  Branch.— Uli^s 
M.  I.  Lockwood,  Treas. 
Salem,  Aux., $14.25;  Norwich, 
Lathrop  Memorial  Soc'y, 
$52.89,  Second  Cong  Ch.,S.  S. 
Miss'y  Asso.,  $2.34,  Broadway 
Ch.,  Helping  Hands,  $30; 
Danielsonville,  Aux.,  $13; 
Taftville,  Aux.,  $24.22;  New 
London,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $25,$161  7u 

Hartford  Branch.— ISlrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Bristol, 
Aux.,  $25,  M.  C,  $37.50; 
Burnside,  Long  Hill,  M.  C, $5; 
Enfield,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $100 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Ellis,  $101;  Hartford,  Pearl 
St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $5,  South  Ch., 
S.  S.,  $60,  Aux.,  $1;  South 
Coventry,  Willing  Hands,  $26; 
Suffleld,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $4.90; 
Unionville,  Aux.,  $32.56; 
Windsor  Locks,  Aux.,  $20,       306  95 

New  Haven  Branch.— yiiss  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Bethel, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  S.  O.  Chapman,  $56.60; 
Bridgeport,  North  Ch.,  Y.  L. 
M.  C,  $50;  Colebrook,  Aux., 
$12;  Cornwall,  No  Name  Cir- 
cle, $6.41 ;  Guilford,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  $65;  New  Britain, 
South  Ch.,  Aux.,  $56:  North- 
field,  Steadfast  Workers,  $6; 
Ridgefield,  Aux.,  $38;  Salis- 
bury, Aux.,  $30.60 ;  Southport, 
S.  S.,  $30,  Homer  Osborne's 
Mite-chest,  $1,  338  41 

Stamford.— Tiny  Helpers,  5  00 

Total,  $812  06 


NEW  YORK. 


New  York  State  Branch.— Miss 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Brook- 
lyn, Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  $10; 


Puritan  Ch.,  M.  B.,  $28,  Pailc 

Ch.,  Aux.,  $15;  East  Smitb^ 
field,  Pa.  Girls'  M.  B.,  $10; 
Flushing,  Aux.,  $26.84;  Little 
Valley,  Aux.,  $5.90;  Lockport, 
Aux.,  $17;  New  York,  Home 
Circle,  $50,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Aux., 
$60;  Newark  Valley,  Aux., 
$13.20;  Perry  Centre,  Aux., 
$40;  Riverhead,  Aux.,  $60; 
Sing  Sing,  Ossining  Inst.  M. 
C,  $15;  Syracuse,  Piy mouth 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $276;  Walton, 
Aux.,  $16,  $626  94 


Total, 


$626  94 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 

Miss  E.  Flavell, Treas.  D.  C, 
Washington,  Aux.,  $36.85; 
N.  J.,  Bound  Brook,  Aux.,  $26 ; 
Clostcr,  Aux.,  $27;  Jersey 
City,  Aux., $26.50,  Children's 
Band,  Off.,  $10;  Plainfield, 
Aux.,  $20;  Stanley,  Aux.,  $10; 
Md.,  Baltimore,  Aux.,  $32; 
Fa.,  Herndon, Faithful  M.  B., 
$10,  Coll'n  at  Annual  Meet- 
ing, $21.04,  At  neighborhood 
meeting,  $18.25,  Ex.,  $73.50     $162  14 


Total, 


$162  14 


OHIO. 


ClarksvUle.— Esther      Frances 
Greene,  $    lo 


Total,  $    10 

Tennessee. 

Nashville.—  Mrs.  A.  S.  Black,      $2  40 

Total,  $2  40 

turkey. 

Aintab.— MnstRrd'Seed     box, 
Seminai-y,  $7  00 


Total, 


General  Funds, 

Leafiets, 

Legacies, 


Total, 


$7  00 


$7,038  76 

58  69 

160  00 

$7,247  34 


Miss  Harriet  W.  May, 

Ass't  Treas. 


TURKEY. 


REVIVAL   SCENES. 

Hadjin,  Jan.  30,  1888. 

Mt  dear  Friends:  When  we  commenced  school  last  fall  every- 
thiog  was  against  us,  and  for  ten  or  fifteen  days  it  was  :i  puzzling 
question  wliat  we  could  do  —  what  we  ought  to  do.  But  to  our 
prayers  our  Father  seemed  to  say,  "  Stay  and  work  on,  and  my 
blessing  shall  attend  you."  Boarders  twenty-two,  day  scholars 
forty-six, —  twenty-four  of  the  latter  being  boys, —  and  of  the 
whole  sixty-eight,  twenty-seven  in  the  primary  department,  gave 
UH  about  as  much  work  as  we  could  carry.  Four  of  the  girls  we 
had  hoped  were  Christians.  They  were,  however,  iu  so  cold  a 
state  that  they  dared  not  call  themselves  Christians;  and  all,  what 
with  their  own  wicked  hearts,  and  the  ugly  things  tliey  heard  at 
home  and  in  the  markets,  seemed  to  have  sold  themselves  to 
Satan,  to  annoy  and  disobey  their  teachers.  There  was  no  human 
being  of  whom  we  could  ask  advice  or  help.  Only  to  our  Heavenly 
Father,  our  Elder  Brotlier,  our  ever  i-eady  and  near  Comforter, 
could  we  go,  and  we  ceased  not,  day  nor  night,  to  cry  for  help. 

A  little  after  the  first  of  December  we  saw  signs  that  the  Spirit 
was  "breathing  on  the  dry  bones,"  and  soon  from  the  scholai-s 
came  the  request  that  we  would  give  them  back  their  prayer-meet- 
ing. Then  the  morning  Bible  lesson  became  so  precious  to  tliem 
that  for  no  reason  were  they  willing  to  have  it  omitted,  and  the 
special  Bible  exercises  of  Friday,  which  we  had  been  obliged  to 
use  all  our  authority  to  make  them  prepare,  now  became  the  most 
interesting  exercise  of  the  week;  and  not  only  every  Bible  lesson, 
but  every  otlier  lesson  is  now  faithfully  learned.  And  the  boys, 
who  had  clubbed  tt^ether  not  to  keep  any  of  the  rules,  saying, 
"  They  might  expel  two  or  three,  but  they  cannot  eipel  us  all," 
are  now  obedient,  loving  scholars.  How  I  wish  you  could  see 
them, —  could  have  been  present  in  our  prayer- race  ting,  Friday, 
January  20th  I  I  have  passed  through  many  precious  revivals  with 
our  scholars  in  former  years,  but  never  felt  such  unbounded  joy  as 
I  did  that  day.  Oli,  the  contrast  between  November  2Dth  and  Jan- 
uary 20th  I  I  wanted  to  clap  my  hands  and  shout,  not  that  the 
walls  of  Jericho  might  fall,  but  that  they  had  fallen. 

(188) 
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Tlie  spirit  of  prayer  in  the  whole  school  was  such  that  we 
determined  to  spend  the  whole  of  the  26th,  the  day  of  prayer  for 
colleges,  in  prayer,  and  did  so.  Of  the  first  hour,  i.  c,  from  9-10, 
A.  M.,  Teacher  Maream  taking  charge;  subject,  Faith  in  Pi-ayer, — 
Matt.  xxi.  22.  From  10-11,  Teacher  Turvanda;  subject.  Iron  Bars 
give  way  before  Prayer, — Acts  xii.  16-19.  From  11-12,  Teacher 
Bster,  Tlie  Harvest  Ready;  Christ-like  Workers  Needed, —  Matt.  ix. 
37,  38.  From  12.30  to  2  p.  m.,  J.  L.  C,  The  Kingdom  of  God  to  be 
first  in  our  endeavors  and  love,  our  chief  concern, —  Matt.  vi.  33, 
the  verse  chosen  by  the  primary  scholars.  From  2-3,  Acting  I^as- 
tor  at  Lower  Hadjin,  Lam.  iii.  40,  41,  chosen  by  the  boys,  and  the 
speaker  urged  them  to  stand  firm  in  their  new  purpose.  From  3-4, 
pj\stor  of  the  First  Church,  1  Pet.  iii.  8,  chosen  by  the  girls,  and 
was  a  fitting  closing  subject.  Many  of  the  parents  and  other  friends 
were  present,  and  took  part  in  the  services.  It  was  a  very  precioua 
day,  and  our  regular  prayer-meeting  on  the  next  day,  Friday,  was 
very  marked  for  serious  gravity  on  the  part  of  all  the  scholars, 
and  we  hope  that  a  few  have  really  given  ttiemselves  to  Chnst,  and 
that  many  more  will ;  but  oh,  what  prayer  and  care  are  now  needed  I 
I  know  you  are  praying  for  us. 

January  Slst. —  In  my  last  I  told  you  that  the  Government  had 
forbidden  us  to  help  the  hungry.  The  instigator  of  this  order 
was  the  Armenian  Ilierarch.  They  said  we  only  gave  to  people 
that  we  might  make  Protestants  of  them.  We  now  help  our  own 
people  by  giving  them  work,  and  Satan  will  find  he  has  over- 
reached himself  again.  It  is  much  better  for  the  people  to  work, 
and  more  will  become  Protestants  than  by  our  giving  to  all;  and 
those  who  do  join  our  community  will  not  be  so  likely  to  go  back 
as  if  they  had  been  well  treated  by  the  old  church. 

The  common  people  fully  understand  why  we  are  helping  none 
but  Protestants.  But  oh,  it  is  pitiful  to  look  into  the  faces  of  the 
poor  Armenians !  They  are  not  receiving  one  mite  of  help  from 
the  old  church,  and  yet  the  old  Archbishop  in  Marash  has  money 
of  his  own  enough  to  feed  them  all  for  six  months.  Here  in 
Hadjin  there  has  been  more  than  one  death  from  hunger,  and  the 
sick  are  many,  and  the  deaths  must  be  many  before  spring  or 

harvest  time. 

The  pastor  of  the  First  Church  has  under  him  about  forty  at 
work,  and  I  have  had  for  a  month  from  ten  to  twenty  from  the 
Second  congregation.  It  makes  my  duties  heavy  just  now.  The 
work  is  such  as  we  have  wanted  to  have  done  for  years,  but  have 
not  had  the  means  with  which  to  do  it. 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  reply  from  Boston. 

Affectionately,  I.  L.  Coffing. 
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CHINA. 

A  BLESSED  NEW  YEAR 

Pang  Chia  Chuang,  Jan.  2, 1888. 
Bear  Sisters  of  the  W.  B,  M,  J.;— 

It  is  very  easy  to  follow  the  directions  given  us  at  the  prayer- 
meeting  to-night, —  the  first  of  our  week-of-prayer  meetings, — 
namely,  to  be  glad  and  thankful.  As  it  is  you  who  have  made  us 
80  very  glad,  the  fitting  thing  seems  to  be  to  sit  down  and  tell  you 
about  it.  Far  back  in  the  dim  Chinese  ages  some  prophetic  soul 
coined  a  word,  that  we  might  not  lack  for  suitable  expression,  and 
vent  for  any  delight,  however  full  and  complete.     I  inclose  two 

words. 

(She)  hsi   Shuang  hsi  (She)        The  little  one  is  the  Chinese  character 

for  joy.  The  other,  as  you  will  see,  is 
also  one  character,  but  is  made  by  writ- 
ing the  little  joy  character  twice.  It 
is  called  the  twin-joy  character,  and  is 
Joy.  Twin  joy.        fastened    over   the  door  at  New- Year's 

time,  to  bring  double  joy  into  the  family  all  the  year  through. 
Now,  if  that  sedate  old-time  teacher,  who  first  evolved  that  neat 
little  character  out  of  his  remarkable  brain,  did  not  do  it  with 
especial  reference  to  the  Pang  Chuang  Station  and  the  twin 
sisters  lately  arrived  there,  so  much  the  worse  for  him.  We  find 
it  as  handy  as  if  he  had.  The  idea  that  twins  were  coming  made 
a  profound  impression  on  all  the  country-side  of  our  large  parish. 
"  Shuang  pa  erh  I "  they  echoed  wonderingly,  as  if  hardly  credit- 
ing their  own  senses —  "  Twins!  Twins ! " 

On  my  way  to  a  village  seven  miles  from  here,  the  day  they 
came,  my  chair-bearers  continually  reverted  to  the  engrossing 
theme.  Did  I  know  them  well  in  my  native  land  ?  No  ?  Had  not 
met  them  once?  Then  I  should  meet  them  for  the  first  time 
when  I  got  back  to-night;  and  the  head-bearer  added,  thought- 
fully, "And  you'll  be  obliged  to  talk  to  them  in  English,  I  sup- 
pose." What  was  their  name?  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know. 
They  would  pick  out  a  Chinese  name  to  suit  themselves.  This 
statement  with  regard  to  any  one  seems  to  occasion  ever  fresh 
surpjise  in  their  minds.  I  am  afraid  that  benighted  country  falls 
very  low  indeed  in  their  estimation  whose  hapless  citizens  actually 
grow  up  to  years  of  maturity  without  having  a  good  square  name 
a  Chinese  tongue  can  get  hold  of  to  call  them  by.  That  embarrass- 
ment was  of  course  at  an  end  soon,  as  tliey  settled  on  Wei  (Way) 
for  their  name.  The  women  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  see 
them,  and  form  their  own  impressions  of  the  new-comers.    They 
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notice  every  little  detail  of  dress  and  manners  with  acute  atten- 
tion, and  often  are  very  shrewd  in  their  estimates  of  capacity  and 
worth.  Everything  seemed  to  be  just  to  the  Chinese  taste.  The 
seven  proprieties  and  the  nine  harmonies  were  not  one  of  them 
disturbed.  "How  nice/'  said  one  woman,  "that  foreign  twins 
dress  exactly  alike,  just  as  our  twins  do.  See,  their  hair,  their 
dress,  their  rings,  all  counterparts  one  of  the  other."  "And  how 
pretty  their  bonnets  are,"  added  a  second,— "  just  high  enough, 
and  not  too  high."  "And,"  added  Mrs.  Ginger,  the  Bible-woman, 
"  they  are  so  remarkably  intelligent !  Why,  the  minute  I  looked  in 
their  faces,  before  I'd  heard  them  say  a  word,  I  knew  they  would 
each  be  fine,  clear,  exact  speakers  of  Chinese ! "  A  helper's  wife, 
Mrs.  Wu,  said,  "  Two  of  them,  and  have  they  really  arrived? 
What  joy  for  us  Shantung  women!"  "Yes,"  I  answered, 
"  Great  Elder  Sister-in  Law,  shuang  hsi  (twin  joy)  for  you,  truly." 
Another  helper's  wife,  hearing  that  they  were  very  bright,  asked 
me  at  the  end  of  the  second  week  if  they  had  "  begun  to  preach  yet." 

They  have  a  teacher,  a  Mr.  Chow  (Joe),  who  has  not  taught 
foreigners  much  before,  and  who  was  at  the  start  rather  over- 
whelmed by  the  situation.  The  second  day  of  their  studies,  I 
think  it  was,  Mr.  Smith  went  in  to  see  how  teacher  and  pupils 
were  coming  on.  The  former  wiped  the  great  drops  -of  perspira- 
tion off  his  face,  and  remarked  in  tones  full  of  distress,  **Aiya  (Alas), 
Shepherd,  they  will  talk  in  English,  and  I  can't  understand  them  I" 

His  pupils  have  taken  hold  of  this  great,  discouraging  task 
before  them  with  very  brave,  bright  courage,  and  their  teacher 
looks  already  with  wondering  admiration  at  their  progress,  and 
no  longer  agonizes  because  of  their  English,  but  already  holds 
little  tip  ends  of  conversation  with  them.  They  seem  to  acquire 
rapidly,  and  put  what  they  know  to  immediate  use,  which  re- 
quires more  moral  courage  in  a  beginner  of  Chinese  than  it  would 
to  lead  a  cavalry  charge.  The  mistakes  one  is  so  sure  to  make  at 
first  seem  like  dreadful  pitfalls  yawning  around  you  on  every  side. 
Already  (last  Sunday  for  the  first  time)  they  have  relieved  me  of 
the  Sunday  morning  music  at  chapel,  which  is  a  great  help.  They 
learned  the  hymns  beforehand.  One  played,  and  the  other  stood 
by  her  side  and  led  the  singing  as  clearly  and  confidently  as  if  she 
had  been  in  China  a  year  instead  of  a  month. 

We  find  them  as  workers,  earnest,  faithful,  and  industrious ;  as 
neighbors,  and  additions  to  our  pleasant  social  circle,  they  are  bright 
and  winning.  The  sweet  and  unaffected  charm  of  their  singing 
we  all  feel.  They  seem  to  me  like  two  linnets.  If  the  dear  father 
and  mother  knew  how  we  had  all  taken  them  into  our  hearts,  and 
how  we  thank  God  for  them  daily,  and,  like  other  people  who  have 
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twins,  find  it  too  good  to  be  true,  and  want  to  go  and  take  another 
peep  at  them  to  make  sure  it  is  not  all  a  dream,  they  would  know 
one  of  those  sweet  little  compensations  only  possible  to  the  mis- 
sionary fathers  and  mothers  who  send  children  willingly  into  the 
Master's  far  vineyards  to  work. 

They  have  already,  in  these  short  weeks,  been  with  us  through 
so  much  of  joy  and  sorrow,  and  made  themselves  so  part  of  it  all, 
it  seems  as  if  we  must  have  summered  and  wintered  them. 

Soon  after  they  came,  one  of  the  most  winsome  of  our  merry 
band  of  Pang  Chuang  missionary  children  lay  for  days  in  a  dark- 
ened room,  where  hushed  footsteps  came  and  went,  and  where 
heavy  hearts  waited  the  coming  of  the  dread  angel  who  does  not 
spare  the  fairest  of  our  lilies.  He  never  came, — thank  God, — but  our 
hearts  still  beat  faster  at  thought  of  those  days,  and  we  love  to  re- 
member the  little  gentle  ministries  of  our  thoughtful  latest  comers, 
whose  hearts  are  so  tender  to  the  wee  ones. 

The  children  are  all  fond  of  them,  though  not  always  sure,  at 
the  moment,  whether  it  is  "Mith  Grathe"  or  "Mith  Gertrude" 
who  is  at  the  exact  moment  the  object  of  their  devotions.  Strange 
to  say,  the  Chinese  do  not  find  the  least  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
them. 

Now  you  understand  why  we  are  so  thankful  to-night.  We  ex- 
pect of  our  dear  Heavenly  Father  more  and  better  things  than  we  ask, 
but  in  this  unsatisfactory,  disappointing  world  one  seldom  asks 
elsewhere  for  a  lunch  and  receives  a  feast.  We  wanted  a  mis- 
sionary sister  for  Miss  Porter's  work.  You  have  sent  us  two, — 
God  bless  you ! 

In  the  name  ot  all  the  dear  Chinese  women  who  are  praying 
every  night  of  their  lives  for  their  new  teachers,  that  God  will 
bless  them,  protect  them,  comfort  them,  and  very,  very  soon  open 
their  lips  in  Chinese, — in  their  name  I  wish  to  thank  the  dear 
father  and  mother  who  miss  twin  rays  of  sunshine  in  their  far- 
away home ;  and  I  wish  to  thank  you,  beloved,  for  this  gracious 
and  timely  gift  to  our  needy,  waiting  station. 

We  are  very  glad  you  leanied  the  twos — a  blessed  table  to  learn. 
And  so,  dear  sisters,  may  you  have  the  due  reward  for  having  learned 
it.  May  your  missionaries  be  doubled.  May  your  income  be  two- 
fold. May  the  friends  and  supporters  of  your  work  be  doubled. 
May  every  prayer  offered  in  your  little  upper  room  have  a  twofold 
intensity  in  its  craving  for  souls.  May  you  each  have  a  double 
portion  of  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit  resting  upon  you.  So  shall  your 
loving  and  longing  hearts  be  full  all  through  this  glad  new  year  of 
a  Shuang  Hsi  (a  Double  Joy).    With  warm  affection  for  you  all, 

Ever  cordially  your  sister, 

Emma  Dickinson  Smith. 


194  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

AFRICA. 

NEWS  FROM  A  VETERAN. 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Wilder,  the  grandmother  in  the  Zulu  Mission,  gives  the  follow- 
ing interesting  items :  — 

I  ENJOY  readinf?  your  column  in  the  Advance^  where  you  give 
us  a  record  of  your  weekly  meetings,  and  get  many  helpful 
thoughts.  I  have  no  doubt  but  blessings  come  to  us  through 
prayers  offered  tliere.  Five  weeks  is  about  the  shortest  time  in 
which  news  reaches  us  from  you.  We  occasionally  get  cablegrams 
from  England,  giving  items  of  news;  but  I  sometimes  feel  it  hardly 
pays  to  get  such  imperfect  scraps,  and  I  would  rather  wait  for  the 
steamer,  which  comes  every  week  now.  When  we  contrast  our 
rapid  steam  communication  with  the  state  of  things  when  I  came 
to  Africa,  in  1849,  I  see  decided  evidence  that  light  is  breaking 
in  upon  this  dark  land.  But  how  sad  is  the  fact  that  while  the 
steamships  are  bringing  the  light  of  the  Gospel  and  of  civilization, 
they  also  bring  new  forms  of  evil  that  counteract  this  light,  and 
deepen  the  darkness  that  already  enshrouds  the  people.  Among 
these,  intoxicating  drinks  stand  in  the  foreground.  Poor  suffering 
Africa!  Not  content  with  having  stolen  her  people  for  slaves, 
Christian  nations  must  now  kill  her  children  with  rum.  In  this 
colony  we  have  laws  forbidding  the  sale  of  intoxicants  to  the 
natives,  but  they  manage  to  evade  the  laws  in  many  ways,  and 
much  is  carried  beyond  the  borders  of  the  colony.  But  we  are 
thankful  for  the  law;  no  doubt  it  restrains  the  evil  somewhat. 
One  of  the  signs  of  promise  that  we  might  mention  is  the  progress 
of  our  total  abstinence  societies,  especially  among  church-members 
and  among  children  and  young  people.  The  people  call  their  beer 
food ;  and  it  is  not  very  intoxicating,  but  it  is  enough  so  to  lead  to 
a  great  deal  of  quarreling  and  other  evil,  besides  forming  an  appe- 
tite for  something  stronger.  While  the  first  converts  gave  up  their 
beer,  as  a  matter  of  course,  when  they  turned  away  from  their  sin- 
ful ways  to  serve  the  Lord,  it  had  gradually  crept  into  the  church, 
under  the  plea  that  it  was  used  moderately,  till  some  of  us  felt 
there  must  be  a  temperance  crusade,  and  a  "Blue  Ribbon  Army" 
was  started.  One  of  the  most  gratifying  things  in  this  work  is  the 
evident  strengthening  of  the  Christian  character  in  those  who 
decide  for  total  abstinence,  leading  to  more  active  efforts  to  preach 
Christ  to  the  heathen  about  us. 

I  must  tell  you  a  little  about  our  dear  sick  one  on  whose  account 
I  am  at  Umsunduzi.  Our  dear  Mrs.  Tyler  has  been  suffering  from 
a  cough  for  more  than  a  year,  but  has  been  hoping  to  get  strong 
enough  to  go  home  and  see  her  four  children  in  America.    The 


THE  BIBLE  IN  JAPANESE,  195 

Lord  has  not  seen  it  best  to  grant  the  desire  of  her  heart,  and  she 

now  sees  that  it  is  his  will  that  her  last  days  be  spent  here.*    She 

has  very  sweetly  accepted  this  trial,  and  is  now  patiently  waiting, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  came  to  Africa  with  us  in  1849,  and  she  has 

been  a  dear  loving  sister  to  me  in  this  strange  land.    Now,  when 

she  needs  care  more  than  her  daughters  can  give  her,  I  am  most 

thankful  to  be  able  to  be  with  her.    I  came  here  about  three  weeks 

ago,  from  Umvoti,  where  I  was  in  charge  of  work  that  Miss  Hance 

left,  on  going  to  America.  The  year  before,  I  was  in  the  Umzumbe 
Home.  So  you  see  my  home  has  been  by  no  means  constantly  with 
my  son  at  Unitwalumi.  There  has  often  seemed  to  be  pressing 
need  that  I  should  fill  some  vacancy,  and  try  to  "Hold  the  Fort" 
here  and  there.  Umtwalumi  is  the  old  station  where  my  husband 
labored  so  many  years,  and  I  love  to  be  there  with  the  people  and 
the  children,  and  still  call  it  home.  I  have  two  dear  grandchildren 
there,  five  and  two  years  old,  and  in  India  I  have  six  that  I  have 
never  seen. 

*^^ 


Miss  Poole  writes  from  Osaka,  Japan :  — 

We  are  very  busy  now  preparing  for  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  our  Girls'  School.  I  am  training  one  of  the  pupils 
to  recite  Longfellow's  Psalm  of  Life.  "O  Chiye  San,"  is  her 
name.  She  speaks  it  with  very  good  expression,  though  she  finds 
it  hard  to  get  the  correct  sound  of  L  and  N, —  indeed,  I  find 
most  of  the  Japanese  have  this  difficulty.  Last  evening  I  had 
some  of  the  girls  —  daughters  of  wealthy  Buddhists  —  to  tea 
with  me.  We  fear  we  may  lose  some  of  our  pupils  of  this  class, 
as  a  girls'  school  is  reported  to  be  planned  by  some  of  the  Bud- 
dhists in  this  region  to  counteract  the  influence  of  ours. 


•  ♦• 
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A  LATE  number  of  the  Japan  Weekly  Mail  gives  a  report  of  a 
meeting  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  the  translation  of  the  Bible 
into  Japanese,  which  was  held  February  3d  in  the  Shin  Sakai 
church,  Tsukiji,  Tokio.  The  services  were  opened  by  Rt.  Rev, 
Bishop  Williams,  who  read  the  nineteenth  Psalm,  which  was  again 
read  in  Japanese,  by  Mr.  Hond.  After  remarks  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ise, 
Dr.  Hepburn,  who  occupied  the  chair,  made  an  address,  from 
which  we  quote  :  — 

**  Dear  Christian  friends  ;  as  chairman  of  the  Permanent  Com- 
mittee, I  have  the  very  great  pleasure  of  making  the  public  an- 
nouncement that  the  work  of  translating  and  publishing  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  Testament,  which  was  laid  upon  this  Committee 
by  the  Convention  of  Protestant  missionaries  assembled  in  Tokio, 
in  the  spring  of  1878,  has  at  length,  after  a  labor  of  nearly  ten  years, 
been,  through  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us,  successfully 
completed,  and  I  now  hold  a  copy  in  my  hand.  Something  of  the 
history  of  the  work  may  not  be  uninteresting.    While  the  Yoko- 

*  Soon  after  these  words  were  written  Mrs.  Tyler  was  called  to  the  Home 
above. 
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bama  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Convention  of  1872,  wek'e  still 
engaged  on  the  New  Testament,  the  Protestant  missionaries  of  the 
various  societies  in  Tokio  met,  October  30,  1876,  for  the  purpose 
of  takmg  some  action  in  regard  to  translating  the  Old  Testament.'' 
Dr.  Hepburn  then  gave  a  history  of  the  permanent  organization  of 
this  Committee,  in  1878,  when  those  who  had  so  long  labored  over 
the  New  Testament — Rev.  Drs.  D.  C.  Greene,  S.  R.  Brown,  and 
himself  —  were  elected  to  serve  with  others  in  translating  the  Old 
Testament.  Dr.  Greene  declined  to  serve,  on  account  of  the  pres- 
sure of  other  duties;  and  the  work  of  translating  fell  into  the 
hands  of  three,  viz.,  Rev.  Dr.  Verbeck,  Rev.  P.  K.  Fyson,  and  Dr. 
Hepburn,  who  acted  as  chairman.  The  two  Japanese  scholars 
who  had  rendered  invaluable  assistance  in  the.  New  Testament 
work,  Mr.  Matsuyama  and  Mr.  Takahashi  Goro,  have  worked  with 
the  missionaries,  and  aided  greatly  in  the  attainment  of  the 
uniformity  of  style  in  the  whole  Bible. 

After  giving  a  full  history  of  their  work.  Dr.  Hepburn  said 
toward  the  close  of  his  address:  **  And  now,  my  Christian  brethren, 
it  only  remains  for  me  to  take  this  translation  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, the  work  of  the  Permanent  Committee,  unite  it  with  the 
translation  of  the  New  Testament,  the  work  of  the  Yokohama 
Committee,  into  one  Bible,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body  of  Prot- 
estant Missionaries  in  Japan,  and,  I  may  say,  of  the  whole  Church 
of  Christ  in  America  and  England,  and  make  it  a  loving  present  to 
the  Japanese  nation."  Suiting  the  action  to  the  word  he  took  the 
New  Testament  in  one  hand  and  the  Old  Testament  in  the  other, 
and  reverently  placing  them  together,  laid  them  down,  a  completed 
Bible.  Knowing  that  he  had  spent  the  last  sixteen  veai*s  almost 
entirely  on  this  work,  the  audience  was  visibly  moved  at  the  sim- 
ple but  touching  action. 

Dr.  Verbeck  followed,  giving  in  Japanese  many  of  the  same 
facts,  and  Rev.  Geo.  Cochran  gave  interesting  accounts  of  other 
versions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  During  the  exercises  several 
pieces  of  sacred  music  were  well  rendered  by  a  choir  of  Japanese 
young  ladies. 


•  •  • 
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STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 
WOMAN^S  WORK  IN  THE  ZULU  MISSION. 

Topic  for  Prayer,  For  more  laborers  for  the  Zulu  Mission,  to 
take  the  place  of  the  aged,  feeble  ones  just  ready  to  fall  out  of  the 
ranks,  that  the  blessed  influences  of  the  Spirit  may  be  continued, 
and  that  the  interest  may  extend  to  other  stations  of  the  mission. 

MiasionarieH,  Name  and  locate  the  lady  missionaries  at  their 
stations.  See  Mission  Studies  for  May,  and  Miss  Day's  letter  in 
i^e  and  Light,  April,  '87. 

Inanda  Girls^  Seminary.  Where?  How  many  pupils?  How 
many  united  with  the  church  last  year?  How  many  acres  have 
the  girls  cultivated  ?    Their  giving? 

The  Umzumbe  Home.    How  many  pupils  ?    What  progress  ? 


SCHOOL  WORK  IN  AHMEDNAQAR,  197 

Amanzimtote  Seminary,    What  is  Miss  Day's  work?    What  in- 
^uence  had  Mi's.  Dixon  in  the  school  ? 

Bible-Women's  Work.    How  many  at  Lindley  Station  ? 

Mrs.  Holbrookes  Work  at  Mapumulo. 

Miss  Susie  Tyler's  Work  at  Um^unduzi, 

Select  Beading.     ^^  Are  Missions  in  Natal  a  Success?  "  Life  and 
Jjtghty  June,  '87. 

Story.     "  Those  Women,"  Life  and  Light,  January,  '88. 

Becent  News  from  Africa.    See  Mission  Studies,  May. 

Summary  of  Missionary  News.    Mission  Studies,  May. 

i'^ 
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SCHOOL  WORK  IN  AHMEDNAGAR. 

BY  MISS  EMILY  BISSELL. 

The  following  letter  will  tell  us  wbat  one  of  our  Bridge-builders  is  doing. 
Are  there  not  some  among  the  young  ladies  with  whom  Miss  Bissell  was  not 
long  ago  associated  in  missionary  work  and  study,  who  are  willing  and  ready 
to  follow  her  to  the  foreign  work  she  finds  so  pleasant  ?    Miss  Bissell  writes  :— 

I  SINCERELY  hope  my  work  will  not  continue  to  double  itself 
every  six  months  as  it  has  thus  far.  A  year  ago  I  had  charge  of 
one  class-room  and  one  recitation  in  English  a  day.  Soon  after  I 
took  charge  of  the  four  lower  rooms,  the  singing,  sewing,  cloth- 
ing, and  fancy-work.  Now  I  have,  temporarily,  the  whole  school, 
with  its  accounts  and  the  oversight  of  the  boarding  circles.  You 
«ee  the  work  has  increased  in  geometrical  ratio.  My  sister  Julia 
declares  I  am  beginning  to  look  like  the  typical  efficient  '^lady 
principal"  of  a  girls'  school,  but  I  feel  anything  but  efficient.  It 
is  a  splendid  work,  training  these  girls  to  be  good  wives  and  moth- 
«i-s,  but  the  responsibility  is  almost  overwhelming  at  times.  Never 
before  did  I  so  long  for  greater  physical  strength.  These  are  such 
loving  girls  that  one  feels  repaid  for  all  efforts  to  help  them.  The 
little  gardens  they  planted  early  in  the  rains,  are  bearing  flowers 
beautifully,  and  every  morning  and  evening  I  am  called  to  the  door 
by  a  group  of  girls  who  want  the  permission  either  to  take  a  gar- 
land to  some  one  of  our  missionaries,  or  to  throw  one  over  my 
head.  It  is  often  their  request  that  I  will  come  to  school  with  a 
garland  around  my  neck. 

Some  eight  or  ten  joined  the  church  at  our  last  communion, 
and  the  best  of  it  is  that  I  believe  they  were  ready  for  it.  I  can- 
not tell  you  how  it  touched  me  to  see  those  girls  standing  up  to- 
gether looking  at  their  pastor  seriously  and  earnestly,  professing 
their  love  for  Christ.  I  wish  I  knew  how  to  be  more  of  a  help  to 
them  in  their  daily  lives.  Sometimes  it  is  hard  for  me  to  say  much 
to  them.  I  have  a  little  prayer-meeting  with  the  boarders  Sunday 
evening,  which  I  try  to  make  personal  and  informal,  that  I  may 
win  their  confidence. 

One  of  the  important  branches  of  our  work  is  to  teach  our 
girls  habits  of  tidiness  and  cleanliness.  Their  familiarity  with  dirt  is 
something  astonishing.     They  must  observe  certain  general  rules 
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iu  this  matter,  but  we  find  opportunities  to  suggest  improvements 
in  many  particulars  every  time  we  visit  the  circles.  I  have  only 
one  recitation  a  day,  fortunately.  I  could  not  pos^bly  do  anv 
more  in  that  line  just  now. 

Wo  send  the  f^irls  out  to  walk  five  evenings  a  week,  a  teacher 
and  a  trusty  peon  accompanying  them.  We  see  the  importance  of 
this  more  and  more,  for  our  yard  is  in  the  city,  and  the  air,  there- 
fore, not  always  fresh. 

A  few  days  ago  two  native  gentlemen,  both  Brahmans,  called  to 
see  the  school.  One  was  Mr.  Joshee,  the  husband  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Anandabai  Joshee,  who  took  the  medical  course  in  Philadelphia 
Medical  College.  They  questioned  several  of  the  classes  in  differ- 
ent branches  of  study,  and  seemed  surprised,  as  well  as  pleased,  at 
the  prompt  answers  they  received.  They  asked  me  many  ques- 
tions about  the  girls  —  as  to  their  age,  whether  they  were  married, 
their  caste  and  health.  They  went  into  one  or  two  of  their  dormi- 
tories (little  brick  cottages  where  they  live,  under  the  charge  of 
a  matron),  and  inquired  as  to  their  food,  clothing,  etc.  The  next 
day  Mr.  Joshee  brought  a  quantity  of  sweetmeats  to  be  distributed 
among  the  girls,  as  a  sign  of  their  interest  and  approval.  It  was 
a  real  pleasure  to  go  around  with  them,  because  of  their  evident, 
thorough  interest.  Both  are  very  liberal  Brahmans,  and  desirous 
of  the  welfare  of  the  Hindus  as  a  whole,  and  not  of  their  own  caste 
merely.  Of  course  you  have  heard  of  Mrs.  Anandabai' s  death  soon 
after  her  return  to  this  country.  The  climate  of  America  is  too 
severe  for  women  of  this  country. 


•  ♦• 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Trbasukuk. 
Receipts  from  Fed.  18  to  Mar.  18,  188& 


ILLINOIS. 

Bbanoh.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  Ashkuntj 
AA\'.  Aurora,  New  Enp.  Ch., 
25 ;  Bowensburgh,  5 ;  Chicago, 
Fhst  Ch.,  168.95,  Leavitt  St. 
Ch.,  9.46,  South  Ch.,  73.45; 
Champaign,  10;  Chebanse, 
1.30;  Earlville,  4.11;  Gales- 
burg,  First  Ch.,  13;  Granville, 
12.25 ;  Hamilton,  3 ;  Harvard, 
15]  La Harpe,  5. 74 ;  Lee  Centre, 
8 ;  McLean,  5 ;  Melvin,  3 ;  Mill- 
bum,  10 ;  Neponset,  7.75 ;  New 
Windsor,  5;  Oak  Park,  80; 
Pecatonica,  2.40;  Pittsfleld, 
*>;  Plymouth,  17.59;  Provi- 
dence, 5 ;  JRock  Falls,  10 :  Roch- 
/ord,  First  Ch.,  92.61,  Second 
Ch., 40 ;  Roodhouse,  5 ;  Roscoe, 
6.31;  Shabbona,  14.85;  St. 
Charles,  25;  Sterling,  9.25; 
Sycamore,  9.10;  ThawviUe, 
2.60;    Winnebago,   20,  $764  03 

Jctniob:    Chicago,    First  Ch., 


190.35 ;  Geneva,  Mission  GirclOy 
10;  Providence,  Gospel  Mes* 
sengers,  1;  Rockford,  First 
Ch.,  Y.  L.,  14.15,  Seminary,  10; 
Sandwich,  King's  Daughters, 
18;  St.  C/iaWes,  Theodora  So- 
ciety, 15;  Sterling,  Y.  P.  M. 
S.,  25,  283  50 

Juvenile:  Ashkum,  Buds  of 
Promise,  50  cts.;  Chicago, 
First  Ch.,  Mission  Band,  7.82, 
Lincoln  Park  Ch.,  Lamplight- 
ers, 1&.88,  New  Eng.  Ch.,  Mis- 
sion Sch.,  25;  Geneva,  29;  MC' 
Lean,  Willing  Workeis,  6.75; 
NapervUle,  Buds  of  Promise, 
10;  New  Windsor,  Buds  of 
Promise,  5 ;  Princeton,  What- 
soever Band,  2.50;  Provi- 
f{ence, Mission  Band,  30;  Rock- 
ford,  First  Ch.,  Cheerful 
Workers,  5;  Sandwich,  In- 
viucibles,  3.05;  Sycamore, 
Coral  Workers,  2.75,  146  26 


Total, 


1,193  78 
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IOWA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grrinnell,  Treas.  AtlantiCf 
9.50;  Cromwell,  5;  Cherokee, 
26.50;  Des  Moines,  Plymouth 
Ch  ,  8.93;  Grinnell,  30.93; 
McGregor,  6.95;  Peterson,  4; 
Quasmieton,  2.40;  Rockford, 
3.68;  Sioxtx  City,  First  Cb.,  to 
const.  Mrs.  A.  1).  Hosterman, 
L.  M.,  25,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Johnson, 
6;  Tabor,  22,  149  89 

Junior:  Qrinnell,  18.79;  Lyons, 
10;  Manchester,  5;  McGregor, 
15;  48  79 

Juvenile:  Z>wran<,  S.  S.,2.50; 
McGregor,  Miss  A.  P.  Daniel's 
S.  S.  CI.,  1.58;  Oskaloosa,  Mis- 
sion Band,  10,  14  08 


Total,  212  76 


KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  Leavenworth,  Treas. 
Auburn,  const.  Mrs.  P.  A. 
Black,  L.  M.,  25  00 

Juvenile:  Topeka,  Cheerful 
Workers,  for  Famine  Relief, 
15;  Elmdale,  S.  S.  CI.,  2,  17  00 


Total, 


MICHIQAK. 


42  00 


Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Alpine 
and  Walker,15.60 ;  Ann  Arbor, 
108.75;  Bemonia,  5;  Detroit, 
First  Ch.,  56,  Thompson  Ch., 
20,  Woodward  Ave.Ch.,50,Sur- 
plus  of  Entertainment  Fund, 
20.36:  Dowagiac,  5.50;  Eaton 
Rapids,  20;  East  Saginaw, 
100;  Edmore,  1;  Flint,  49.13; 
OaXesburg,  15;  Grand  Rapids, 
First  Ch.,  40,  South  Ch.,  20; 
Greenville,  20.48 ;  Jackson, 
215;  Laingsburg,  5;  Luding- 
ton,  13.75;  Manistee,  12.50; 
Nashville,  Mrs.  Julia  R.  Hurd, 
1;  Perry,  3.30;  Richmond,  6; 
Sandstone,3.S5 ;  South  Haven, 
5;  Traverse  City, 12,50;  Water- 
vliet,  4.50;  Wheatland,  10.50; 
Miscellaneous,  1.80,  840  52 

Junior:  Allendale,  Mrs.  Fins- 
ter,  1;  Cooper,  17;  Detroit, 
Woodward  Ave.  Ch.,  28.65; 
Ft.  Wayne  Ch.,  Helping 
Hand  Soc*y,  2;  Flint,  25,  73  65 

Juvenile:  Ann  Arbor,  Ch., 
Miss.  Soc'y,  20;  Chelsea, 
Happy  Messengers,  4.50; 
Detr<yU,     Ft.     Wayne     Ch., 


Light-Bearers,  1.14;  Eaton 
Rapids,  Cheerful  Workers,  5; 
Eamore,  Pine-Tree  Mission 
Band,  50  cts. ;  East  Saginaw, 
Faithful  Workers,  75;  Grand 
Rapids,  South  Ch.,  Sunbeam 
Band,  5;  Jackson,  Willing 
Workers,  5.30;  KaXkaska, 
Richard  and  Wesley  Sidebot- 
ham,5;  Olivet,  Morning  Star 
Mission  Band,  10;  Oxford, 
Star  Workers,  2;  Rondo,  2.25; 
Sandstone,  Children's  Band, 
13 ;  St.  Johns,  Cheerful  Givers, 
5;  IVhittaker, yiisaion Band,!,  154  69 
Sunday-schools:  Alma,  3.39; 
Alm,ira,  2.25 ;  Bedford  Centre, 
2;  Bemonia,  4.50;  CarsonviUe, 
1 ;  Charlevoix,  5 ;  Detroit,  Ft. 
Wayne  Ch.,  2;  Flint,  2.31; 
Jackson,  6;  Greenville,  4.82; 
Grand  Rapids,  First  Ch.,  25; 
Lake  LincCeti,  15;  Ludington, 
5:  Maple  Rapids,  1.15;  Port 
Sanilac,  73  cts.;  Red  Jacket, 
4.26;  Richmond,  1.48;  Rondo, 
79  cts.;  South  Haven,  7.55; 
Stanton,  10 ;  Tawas  City,  1 ,61 ; 
Three  Oaks,  3.04 ;  VanderbUt, 
1.20;  Waconsta,  1.64;  ffay- 
2and,  45  cts.;  Wheatland,  2,     114  16 


Total, 


MINNESOTA . 


1,183  02 


Branch.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Northfleld,  Treas. 
Alexandria.,  23;  Minneapolis^ 
Plymouth  Ch.,  119.45;  iVort^ 
field,  16.85;  Owatmina,  18.40,  177  70 

Junior:  Minneapolis,  Open 
Door  Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  5,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  11.07; 
Northfleld,  Carleton  College, 
Aux.,  21.59;  Owatonna,  Y.  P. 
S.  C.  E.,  7.50;  St.  Paul,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  Lend  a  Hand 
Soc'y,  20,  55  16 

Juve&ile:  Owat(mna,  Mrs. 
Adams'  S.  S.  CI.,  50 


Total, 


MISSOURI. 
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Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Treas.  St.  Louis,  Pil- 
grim Ch.,  176  (150  is  from  Mrs^ 
Rebecca  Webb,  to  make  L. 
M's  Miss  Eva  Swift,  Miss 
Mary  Webb,  Miss  Lizzie 
Webb,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Harding),     176  00 

Famine  Fund :  F o r  Mi s s 
Tucker,  at  Adana— iSt.  Louis, 
Pilgrim  Ch.,  15,  Y.L.  Soc'y,  5; 
Webster  Grove,  2,  22  00 


Total, 


198  00 


200 
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NEBRASKA. 

BBAN0H.~Mr8.  Geo.  W.  Hall, 

of  Omaha,  Treas.  Clarks,  5.45 ; 

Kearney,    20;     Liticoln,    10; 

Omahay  St.  Mary's  Ch.,  21.70; 

Syracuse^    10;    Scribner,    6; 

York,  13, 
Juvenile:  Nebraska  City, 


Less  expenses. 
Total, 

NEW  YORK. 

Iiiverh^ad.—S.  S.,  for  Ponape, 

Total, 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Stickney, 
of  Harwood,  Treas.  Cale- 
donia, 6.05;  Grand  ForkSf 
Flymoutli    Ch.,   5, 

Total, 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Branoh.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Lake 
Preston,  h\  Sio\tx  Falls,  27.50, 

Juvenile:  Lake  Preston, 
King's  Messengers, 

Total, 

OHIO. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely, 
of  Elyria,  Treas.  Linden- 
viUe,  2.50;  SheMeld,  10;  Soitth 
Newbury,  10;  York,  10, 

Junior  :  Cleveland,  Euclid 
Ave.,  Ch.,  Y.  P.  M.  S.,  10; 
Lyme,  Y.  P.  M.  C,  20, 

Juvenile:  Marietta,  First  Ch., 
C.  M.  C.  10 ;  Richfield,  Cheer- 
ful Workers,  3;  Windham,  S. 
S.  CI.,  1, 

Total, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Auxiliary  to  Ohio  Branch.  Alle- 
gheny, First  Ch.,  Y.  P.  M.  S., 

Total, 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Hiram  R.  Jones, 

of  South  Pueblo,  Col.,  Treas. 

Denver,    West     Ch.,     21.44; 

Bovlder,  3, 
Junior:  Denver,  West  Ch.,  Y. 

P.  S., 

Total, 


86  15 
4  00 

89  15 
8  25 

80  90 


26  82 
26  82 


11  05 
11  05 


32  50 

2  07 

34  57 


32  50 
30  00 

14  00 
76  50 

25  00 
25  00 


24  44 
12  56 
37  00 


wxscoimir. 

Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Gobum,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  Arena^ 
3;  Boscobel,  12.80;  D^avan, 
16.29;  Fond  du Lao,  32;  Green 
Bay,  9;  Ithiea,  5;  Oehkoah, 
20;  RaMne,  39:  Bivon,  36; 
Sparta,  7.50;  Swughtan,  7; 
Whitewater,  8,  1S4  69 

Junior:  Boscobel,  Y.  P.  S.  G. 
E.,  4;  Whitewater,  Y.  P.  8.  C. 
E.,  4,  8  00 

Juvenile:  Berlin,  Chamber- 
lain Children,  1;  Brodhead, 
Mrs.  M*s  S.  S.  CI.,  1.50;  Bosco- 
bel, Coral  Workers,  2.60;  La 
Crosse,  Little  Helpers,  6.66; 
MUwaukee,  Grand  Ave.  Ch., 
Miss.  Baud,  26, 


Less  expenses. 
Total, 

QEOROIA. 

Atlanta.— ViTBt  Cong.  Ch., 

Total, 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis.— Second  Cong.  Ch., 

Total, 

CONNECTICUT. 

Long  Ridge.— A  Last  Donation, 
per  Mrs.  C.  K.  Lum, 

Total, 

GOLD  RING  FUND. 

For  Ruk  School  :  Cottonwood, 
Cal.,  Waverly,  Neb.,Hinsdale, 
III.,  Orinnell,  la.,  Madison, 
O.,  Wheaton,  III.,  Thomae- 
ville,  Oa.,  Lockport,  HI.,  each 
1; ,  Wis.,  tithes,  19.30, 

Total, 

MISCBLLANBOUS. 

Sale  of  leaflets,  etc.,  27.65,  ad- 
vertisements, 200.25, 

Total, 


36  66 

229  24 
14  18 

215  06 


15  00 
15  00 

7  70 
7  70 


225 
2  25 


27  30 
27  3<l 


227  80 
227  80 


Receipts  for  month,  3,849  89 

Previously  acknowledged,        9,968  16 

Total  since  October  $13,818  04 


AFRICA. 

Mapumulo,  Natai^  S.  Apbica. 
Tothe  Woman's  Board  of  the  Pacific:  — 

Hy  deab  Fbi em D9,— Since  1  last  wrote  you  we  hfive  had  a. 
blesBiDK  from  God,  aud  as  a  result  ot  it,  yestei-day  tea  jonag  peo- 
ple came  before  tlie  cliurcli  to  be  e:iamined  for  admission,  and 
vill  before  long  join  it.  Most  of  tliese  are  children  of  Christian 
parents,  and  we  have  for  a  long  time  been  especially  working  and 
praying  for  them.  Mrs.  Wilcox  also  labored  here  for  three  weeks, 
and  God  granted  a  blessing.  There  are  others  for  whom  we  liavo 
hope,  and  still  others  who,  we  fear,  have  but  deceived  themselves 
and  us.  Among  those  who  have  taken  a  Gtand  for  Christ  is  . 
Ubiya,  our  school-teacher,  a  young  man  of  much  energy  and 
ability.  He  has  gone  to  work  in  earnest  to  reach  otbers,  and  we 
have  great  hope  that  he  will  be  a  burning  and  shining  light  among 
bis  people. 

I  want  you  to  hear  the  story  of  one  of  our  earnest  Christian 
women,  as  1  heard  it  from  her  lips.  Her  whole  life  is  a  beautiful 
illustration  of  what  a  Christian  Zuln  woman  can  be  and  do.  She 
has  but  one  eye,  and  the  other  is  not  only  blind,  but  often  causes  .. 
her  intense  pain.  In  one  of  our  woman's  meetings,  which  she  led, 
she  took  for  her  subject  Matt.  v.  29  — "And  if  thy  right  eye  offend 
thee,  pluck  it  out,  and  cast  it  from  thee;  for  it  ispi-o&tableforthea 
that  one  of  thy  members4t>ensk,  and  not  that  thy  whole  body  be 
cast  into  bell."  Tlien  she  told  us  how,  on  account  of  her  eye 
which  was  lost,  that  verse  liad  always  been  most  precious  to  her. 
In  her  simple,  earnest  way  she  nari'ated  the  following  story  of  her 
tragic  life:  — 

"I  was  born  in  Zululand,  and  lived  there  during  my  childhood. 
Mbzuazi  and  Cetywayo  fought  together  to  see  which  should  snc- 
ceed  to  tlie  kingdom.  My  father  was  a  doctor,  and  he  loved 
Cetywayo,  and  helped  him.  Mbzuaai  was  overcome.  Mpande, 
their  father,  the  old  king,  said  to  my  fatlier,  'I  will  not  see  your 
face  again ;  for,  by  your  incantations,  you  have  driven  away  my 
son.'  So  he  killed  my  father  and  all  my  brothers  who  lived  at 
home,  and  carried  away  my  sisters  and  all  my  father's  wives,  ex.-  ■ 
cept  the  first  one,  who  was  killed, 
CMi) 
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**  My  father  was  a  great  man,  with  many  kraals  and  sixty  wives, 
and  the  king  killed  or  carried  away  all  that  belonged  to  him.  I 
was  almost  ten  years  old,  and  one  of  Mpande's  men  stole  me  and 
carried  me  to  his  kraal.  When  the  king  found  that  some  of  ns 
had  been  stolen  by  his  people,  he  ordered  that  we  be  brought  back 
and  live  with  our  brothers  who  had  not  been  slain.  My  sisters 
who  lived  with  Mpande,  told  the  man  who  was  sent  to  bring  me 
to  my  brothers,  that  if  he  would  take  me  by  the  kraal  in  which 
they  lived,  they  would  give  me  food  to  eat.  He  did  so,  but 
Mpande's  daughter  heard  that  I  was  to  pass  that  way,  and  she 
told  my  sisters  that  I  must  come  and  live  with  her.  When  they 
heard  her  words  my  sisters  were  very  sorry  that  I  had  come  that 
way,  for  Mpande's  daughter  was  very  cruel,  and  she  wished  me  to 
come  and  work  for  her  and  cook  her  food.  Mpande's  daughter 
cut  a  stick,  and  said,  ^Wheu  the  girl  is  as  tall  as  this  stick  she 
must  come  and  live  with  me.' 

"The  man  took  me  to  my  brother's,  where  my  mother  was 
then  staying,  and  when  I  told  them  the  words  of  the  king's 
daughter,  they  wept.  After  two  months,  although  I  was  not  as 
tall  as  the  stick,  she  sent  for  me. 

"  One  of  the  Mpande's  wives  was  kind  of  heart,  and  she  said, 
*  No,  you  shall  not  live  with  that  cruel  girl,  and  be  always  whipped, 
but  you  shall  live  with  me.'  So  I  lived  with  her.  At  night  I 
slept  with  her  feet  resting  upon  me,  for  she  was  the  queen,  and  I 
was  her  footstool. 

"  I  stayed  in  her  house  all  the  time,  and  did  not  go  about  like 
other  children,  but  I  said  to  the  others,  *  When  you  go  to  the  river 
to  bathe,  I  want  you  to  speak  loud,  so  that  the  queen  shall  hear 
you,  and  perhaps  she  will  let  me  go  with  you.' 

"  One  day  she  told  me  to  go  with  them;  but  when  I  came  from 
bathing,  my  eye  was  sick.  When  the  ^een  heard  me  crying  she 
was  very  sorry.  I  cried  hard  during  the  nights,  and  one  of  my 
eyes  was  well,  but  one  was  blind,  as  it  has  been  ever  since. 

**  My  mistress  sent  some  people  to  ask  a  witch-doctor  the  reason 
that  my  eye  was  blind.  The  doctor  said  that  the  spirit  of  my  dead 
father  had  done  it,  because  I  was  living  with  the  wife  of  Mpande. 
Then  the  queen  gave  me  a  great  cow  and  sent  me  to  my  brother's. 
When  I  reached  home  they  killed  the  cow  that  had  been  given  me 
and  made  a  great  feast.  I  stayed  with  my  friends  a  short  time,  and 
my  mistress  sent  for  me  again,  so  I  went  to  live  with  her ;  but  my 
eye  grew  worse,  so  I  was  sent  home.  Three  times  she  sent  for 
me,  and  three  times  my  eye  grew  worse,  and  I  was  taken  to  my 
brother's.  One  of  my  sisters,  who  lived  with  Mpande's  people^ 
was  very  bad.     Mpande  said  because  she  was  so  wicked  that  if 
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she,  or  any  other  daughter  of  my  father,  came  to  the  kraal  of  my 
brothers,  they  must  kill  them. 

"  My  mother  was  afraid  because  of  the  words  of  the  king,  for 
she  thought  that  I  would  be  slain.  So  she  took  me  to  Mapumulo, 
in  Natal,  where  her  brother  lived.  I  was  then  about  15  years  old, 
and  I  went  and  lived  with  Mr.  Abraham,  the  missionary.  When 
there,  I  heard  that  the  queen,  my  old  mistress,  wa»  dead,  and 
they  had  killed  my  sister  who  was  bad,  and  another  sister  who 
stayed  with  the  queen  in  my  stead.  Then  I  thought  of  the  words 
of  the  Bible  which  I  had  heard  the  missionary  read  — *  And  if  thy 
right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out,  and  cast  it  from  thee;  for  it  is 
better  that  one  of  thy  members  perish,  and  not  that-i  thy  whole 
body  be  cast  into  hell ; '  and  I  saw  that  my  life  had  been  saved 
because  I  had  lost  my  eye,  and  after  that  I  was  very  glad,  for  my 
soul,  too,  was  saved  because  I  had  but  one  eye." 

If  this  touching  story  shall  lead  others,  as  it  has  myself,  to  a 
better  appreciation  of  how  God  cares  for  and  leads  the  most 
degraded  of  his  chosen  ones  long  before  any  human  agency  is 
used,  I  shall  be  glad  that  it  has  been  written.  Keep  on  praying 
for  us  and  our  people,  for  we  need  a  still  greater  blessing. 

Your  sister  in  the  work, 

Sarah  E.  Holbrook. 


-<♦►■ 
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Op  the  Woman's   Board   of   Missions   of  the  Pacific  fob 

Year  Ending  September  1,  1887. 


Alameda,  Cong'l  Ch.,  $14.07; 
S.  S.,  for  school  building  at 
Rok,  Micronesia,  $5,  $19  07 

Berkeley,  First  Cong'l  Ch., 
Aux.Soc.,$62.75;  King's  Seed- 
Sowers,  $1, 

Bemica,  Aux.  See,  $10;  S.  S. 
for  building  at  Ruk,  $7.30, 

Cloverdale,  Aux.  Soc,  $32;  Mis- 
sionary Gleaners  (of  wh.  $10 
Is  for  support  of  Miss  Gunni- 
son), $20;  S.  S.,  for  building 
at  Ruk,  $5, 

Grass  Valley,  Aux.  Soc,  $44.05; 
S.  8.,  for  building  at  Ruk, 
$7.65;  Young  Folks'  Mission- 
ary Soc,  $8;  Knights  of 
Honor,  $4.35, 

Lugonla, 

liOS  Angeles,  Aux.  Soc.  First 
Ch.,  $75;  8.  8.,  for  building  at 
Ruk,  $32;  Acorn  Band,  $76; 
Vernon  S.  8.  for  Ruk,  $10, 


63  75 
17  30 


67  00 


64  05 
10  00 


Oroville,  Cong'l  Ch., 
Oregon  and  Washington  Terri- 
tory Branch,  toward  support 


192  00 
11  65 


of  Mrs.  Holbrook,  $232  90 

Prescott,  A.  T.,  18  00 

Petaluma,  Aux.  Soq.  (of  wh. 

$25  is  from   Mrs.  Marty,  to 

const,  her  daughter  Ruth  a 

L.  M.,  $25  from  Mrs.  Case,  to 

const,  her  daughter,  Carrie 

Hooper,  a  L.  M.), 
Riverside,  Aux.  Soc,  $34; S.  S., 

for  Ruk,  $1.35, 
Rio  Vista,  Aux.  Soc,  $35;  S.  S., 

for  Ruk,  $10, 
Sonoma,  Aux.  Soc,  $25;  S.  S., 

for  Ruk,  $5.20, 
Santa  Cruz,  Aux.  Soc,  $32.25: 

S.  S.,  for  Ruk,  $6;  Cheerful 

Workers,  for  ncholarship  In 

Broosa  School,  $40, 
Santa  Barbara,  Aux.  Soc,  $131 ; 

S.S.,  for  Ruk,  $21.25, 
Sacramento,  Aux.  Soc, 
San  Bemadino, 
Saratoga,  Aux.  Soc,  $40;  S.  S., 

for  Ruk,  $11, 
San  Jose, 
San  Diego, 


96  00 
35  35 
45  00 
30  20 


78  25 

152  25 
75  00 
33  60 

51  00 
60  00 
62  36 
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Yacaville,  Aux.  Soc.,  $15;  S.  S., 
for  Ruk,  $5,  $20  00 

Yentura  Co.,  Woman's  Miss. 
Soc,  $35.90;  Cong'l  S.  S.,  for 
Ruk.  $3.25,  89  15 

Woodland,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $9.45 
toward  a  L.  M.  for  Mrs.  Jj.  S. 
Chamberlain),  $20.80;  Busy 
Workers,  $3.65;  S.  S.,  for 
Ruk,  $7.30,  81  75 

Oakland,  First  Ch.  Aux.  Soc, 

t 626.70,  of  wh.  $100  from  Mrs. 
.  Richards,  $25  from  Mrs.  J. 
K.  McLean  to  const.  Miss 
Irene  Hardy  a  L.  M.,  $25  from 
Mr.  R.  B.  Snell,  to  const.  Mrs. 
Snell  a  L.  M.,  $50  from  Mrs. 
6.  M.  Fisher,  to  const.  Mrs. 
L.  P.  Cutting  and  Miss  Nellie 
Cutting  L.  M's;  S.  S.,  for 
Ruk,  $41.10,  667  80 

Market  St.  Branch  of  First  Ch., 

Oakland,  34  20 

Second  Ch.,  Oakland,  7  00 

Plymouth    Avenue    Ch.,  Oak- 
land, $155.70;  Light-Bearers, 
$16.55;  S.  S.,  for  Ruk,  $21.50,   193  75 
Golden  Gate  Ch.,  Oakland,  10  00 

Seventh  Avenue  Ch.,  £.  Oak- 
land, 15  00 
First  Ch.,  S.  F.,  Cephas  Soc, 
$438.80,  of  which  $125  from 
Miss  Fay  ($25  of  which  to 
constitute  Mrs.  S.  L.  Sanborn 
a  life  member) ,  and  $100  from 
Mrs.  Styles;  S.  S.,  for  Ruk, 
$50;  Morning  StarBand,$6.30,  495  10 
Plymouth  Ch.,  San  Francisco,    122  90 
Bethany    Sunbeams,   Bethany 
Ch.,  San  Francisco,  $5;  Beth- 
any   CadetH,  $5;   Earnest 
Workers,  $59.50,                           69  50 
Green  St.  Ch.,  San  Francisco,         7  50 
Third  Ch.,  San  Francisco,             50  00 

Additional  Contributions  from 
Sunday-schools  for  Buuding 
at  Ruk:— 
Little  Shasta,  1  50 
San  Jacinto,  5  00 
Redwood,  2  00 
Highlands,  San  Bernardino  Co.  10  00 
Martinez,  15  00 
Crockett,  2  50 
Third  Ch.  S.  S.,  Los  Angeles,  5  00 
Femdale,  5  00 
Antioch,  5  00 
Murphys,  5  00 
Lorin,  3  10 
Westminster,  3  00 
Fresno,  5  00 
Marysville,  Miss  Flint's  Chi- 
nese class,  5  90 
Douglass  Flat,  2  10 
Cornwall  Station,  2  50 
Green  Valley,  5  00 
Berkeley  Park  Ch.,  4  00 
Sulsun,  12  00 

Miscellaneous  Contributions, 
Collection  at  Woodland,  61  60 

Mrs.  £.  F.  N.,  Clarksville,  2  50 


Eva  Maurice,  Sprague,  Wftsh. 

Ter.,  $    40 

Jennv  Graham,  Aspen,  Wy.T.,  1  00 
Sarah  Abell,  Philadelphia,  for 

"  Chain  Fund,"  1  00 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Bosbyshell,  as  Ex- 

ecutrlXj^  10  00 

Georgie  Woolsey,  Eeene,  Cal.,  5  00 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Nelson,  Meroed 

Falls,  5  00 
ToUnon  Band,  Mills  Seminary,  20  00 
Friend,  l  00 
Friend  in  Gait,  10  00 
Friend  in  Sacramento,  5  00 
Mrs.  Davis,  Mt.  Shasta,  5  00 
Y.  L.  Branch,  668  00 
Cash  on  hand  after  paying  ap- 
propriation of  1886,  01 

Total  cash,  $4,045  88 

EXPENDITUBES. 

Printing  programmes,  receipts, 

etc.,  $6  00 

Exchange,  and  expense  of  send- 
ing appropriation  of  $8,595.60 
for  year  1886,  6  60 

Postage  and  expenses  of  Sec. 

and  Treas.,  18  40 

Counterfeit  coin,  25 

Transferred  to  Y.  L.  Branch,       10  00 
Sent  to  L.  S.  Ward,  Treas.  A. 
B.  C.  F.  M.,  amount  of  appro- 
priation for  year  1887,  8,826  67 


Total  expenses. 


$8,867  32 


Cash  on  hand,  $178  06 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Colb,  Treas, 
Oakland,  Sept.  1, 1887. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT. 

Received  since  Sq>tember  1st. 

First  Ch.,  Oakland,  $4  OO 

Antioch,  19  00 
Woman's  Miss.  Soc,  Ventura 

County,  16  00 

Stockton,  25  00 
Walter    Baxter,    Dexter,  for 

"  Chain  Fund,"  1  00 
Berkeley  Aux.,  17  75 
Sacramento    Morning    Star 
Birthday  Soc,  for  bmlding  at 
Ruk,  50  00 
Golden  Gate  Ch.  Aux.,  Oak- 
land, 10  00 
Golden  Gate  S.  S.,  for  Ruk,  7  60 
Pasadena  First  Cong'l  Ch.,  13  00 
Soquel  S.  S.,  for  Ruk,  1  70 
Green  Valley  Cong'l  Soc,  16  60 
Lodi,  6  00 
Redwood  City,  12  00 
Bethany  Ch.,  San  Joaquin  Co., 

for  Ruk,  2  60 

Byron  S.  S.,  for  Ruk,  2  60 

These  sums  will    be    given  their 
proper  credit  in  next  annual  report. 

Mrs-  R.  £.  Cole, 

Treas.  W.  B,  M.  P. 
Oct.  6,  1887. 


TURKEY. 
TWENTY  TEARS  IN   BITI.IS. 


LoOKiNO  down  a  vista  of  twenty  years,  comparing  tlie  past 
with  the  present,  we  are  led  to  note  many  clianges,  and  to  exclaim 
with  gratitude,  "What  hatli  God  wroushtl" 

For  Beveral  of  the  earlier  years  here  it  was  not  safe  for  us  to 
go  out  evan  in  the  near  streets  without  a  capable  escort  Many, 
many  times  have  we  been  subjected  to  insult,  such  as  the  tlirowing 
of  dirt  and  stones  at  us.  I  think  it  was  oui'  second  winter  in 
Turkey  that  on  one  occasion  my  sister,  in  visiting  from  house  to 
house,  bavins  a  native  helper  with  her,  was  so  severely  pelted 
with  snowballs  that  she  fell  unconscious  in  the  street.  Tlje  best 
notice  that  could  then  be  secured  for  this  was  a  tew  hours'  impris- 
onment for  a  couple  of  boys. 

A.  trifling  incident  will  show  something  how  superstitious  and 
dark  were  those  early  days.  One  afternoon  in  my  first  year  hei-e 
I  stepped  out  to  a  bluff  very  near  by  to  get  a  few  minutes'  oicrcise. 
My  foreign  dress  probably  excited  curiosity,  for  in  a  short  time  I 
found  myself  substantially  mobbed.  Recollecting  an  account  I 
had  heard  of  the  fear  the  common  people  had  of  heinfj  "  written  " 
(I  had  not  sufficient  language  to  make  myseK  undevstood'j,!  4\fM 
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out  a  bit  of  paper  and  a  pencil  from  my  pocket  and  began  to 
write.  The  motley  crowd  at  once  dispersed,  and  I  went  quietly 
home;  somewhat  fearful,  however,  lest  I  had  made  a  wrong  im- 
pression in  thus  taking  advantage  of  their  gross  ignorance.  Time 
and  space  fail  me  to  go  on  thus  in  detail.  Little  by  little  great 
changes  have  come  about.  We  have  spent  much  time  each  year  in 
house-to-house  visitation,  and,  as  far  as  circumstances  have 
allowed,  in  touring.  On  account  of  the  small  missionary  force 
here,  much  touring  was  impracticable  during  the  early  years.  Of 
late,  for  several  seasons,  we  have  been  able  to  go  out  to  the  villages 
without  missionary  escort.  Taking  a  reliable  guide  or  servant, 
and  a  graduate  from  our  girls'  school,  with  usually  a  governmental 
officer  for  protection,  we  have  often  made  long  tours.  Some  of 
the  most  precious  expedences  of  our  mission  life  have  clustered 
around  these  tours.  To  tell  the  "  old,  old  story  "  to  a  gi-oup  of 
poor,  soul-hungry  villagers,  whose  present  is  so  dreary,  and  hopes 
for  the  future  so  clouded ;  to  tell  the  story  simply,  and  watch  them 
''take  it  in,"  has  been  a  joy  unspeakable  on  the  eve  of  many  a 
weary  day's  march.  To  have  one  of  our  own  dear  scholars  help 
us  when  voice  and  strength  give  out,  to  see  with  what  tact  and 
tenderness  she  repeats  the  Scame  wondrous  story,  adds  to  the  joy 
and  hope.  During  some  of  the  first  years  in  the  field  we  often 
met  cold  looks  and  varied  insults.  We  have  ridden  through  the 
streets  of  Moosh  City  many  times  in  much  fear  of  actual  violence; 
while  in  villages,  too,  we  have  often  walked  along  apparently  un- 
concerned, while  cruel  threats  were  being  carried  out  in  the  shape 
of  all  sorts  of  things  hurled  at  us.  Now,  both  in  Bitlis  City  and 
in  the  wide  rural  districts  round  about,  we  never  lack  a  hearty 
welcome,  and  the  only  murmur  we  are  likely  to  hear  is  a  regret 
that  our  visits  are  not  more  frequent.  Tlie  kind  and  thoughtful 
efforts  to  make  us  comfortable  in  the  wretched  village  homes  often 
deeply  touches  our  hearts. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  there  have  been  held  two  weekly 
prayer-meetings  for  women  and  girls  in  this  city, —  on  Sunday^ 
noons  and  on  Wednesdays.  At  first  these  services  were  more  or 
less  disturbed  in  character,  not  unfrequently  inteiTupted  by  ques- 
tions, or  by  assertions  pro  or  con  to  the  leader.  For  many  years, 
however,  they  have  not  only  been  orderly,  but  usually  well  sus- 
tained in  the  active  part  taken  by  the  native  women  and  girls. 

About  eight  years  ago  my  sister  organized  a  mothers'  meeting, 
toVbe  held  once,  a  month.  This  has  proved  of  special  profit,  and 
tliA  mothers  have  from  its  establishment  been  very  ready  to  take  a 
par||;.  Until  very  recently  this  service  has  been  usually  led  by 
sistc  H'  or  myself.     Now  we  are  happy  to  have  the  help  of  the 
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missioii.iry  ladies,  who  from  their  own  practical  experience  can 
talk  to  these  Armenian  mothers.  On  the  same  day  of  this  meet- 
ing, the  several  missionary  societies  in  the  girla'  school  unite 
in  another  room,  for  their  regular  monthly  gathering.  The  oldest 
of  these  societies,  '^  Drops  of  Mercy,"  was  established  about  fifteen 
years  ago;  the  younger  ones,  ^^Bees  of  Koordistan"  and  ''Indus- 
trious Ants,''  some  years  later;  while  last  year  my  sister  helped 
the  scholars  in  the  formation  of  a  '^Dorcas"  society.  These  little 
associations  are  very  helpful  to  the  girls,  both  in  promoting  in- 
dustry and  thoughtfulness  for  others.  The  object  of  the  first 
three  is  strictly  to  advance  Christian  work,  for  which  donations 
have  been  sent  to  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  "Dorcas" 
members  liave  a  loaning  library  and  loaning  wardrobe,  from  which 
they  try  to  aid  the  very  poor,  both  in  city  and  village,  with  also 
occasional  gifts.  Last  year  the  scholars  held  their  first  public  ex- 
hibition and  sale,  when  a  large  number  of  fancy  and  useful  articles 
were  disposed  of  at  some  profit  to  the  societies.  The  girls  are 
now  improving  their  leisure  time  in  making  articles  for  a  second 
sale  when  circumstances  shall  favor. 

Besides  attending  the  regular  prayer-meetings,  the  schoolgirls 
have  a  service  by  themselves  (one  of  us  often  being  present)  every 
Monday,  which  from  its  general  character  is  called  an  eicamination 
meeting.  An  e:*  imple  of  one  of  these  is  mentioned  in  Life  and 
Light,  Vol.  V./f)ecember,  1875,  pp.  359,  360. 

The  womep^^'f  Bitlis  church  and  community  have  also  a  mission- 
ary society**  ,x  like  manner  started  by  my  sister,  whose  enthnsi- 
astic  zeal  has  led  her  not  only  to  the  establishment  of  these  varied 
organizations,  but  to  follow  each  with  such  persevering  instruc- 
tion and  care  as  has  rendered  them,  under  God's  blessing,  in  large 
measure  successful  organs  for  good. 

Twenty  years  ago  there  was  not  a  single  female  church-mem- 
ber native  of  the  Bitlis  field.  Now  there  are  fifty-eight  (connected 
with  the  Bitlis  church,— a  few  from  near  villages,  with  quite  a  good 
number  at  Moosh  and  its  neighboring  villages  of  Havadoric,  etc. 

Of  the  precious  and  extended  seasons  of  special  awakening 
which  tliis  field  has  repeatedly  enjoyed,  I  will  only  refer  you  to 
some  accounts  found  in  Life  and  Light,  Vol.  L,  pp.  229-233,  Vol. 
IV.,  August,  1874,  pp.  225-229,  Vol.  VI.,  June,  1876,  pp.  169-171. 

Concerning  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary  of  Koordistan,  established 
in  Bitlis:  On  coming  here,  in  1868,  we  found  a  few  girls  and 
women  gathered  in  a  room  at  the  native  pastor's;  and  almost  im- 
mediately began  to  care  for  the  little  group,  though  having  s6me 
difficulty  in  making  ourselves  understood.  Using  the  very  Uttle 
Armenian  we  could  at  first  gain,  we  soon  added  to  it,  and  gn^tly 
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enjoyed  our  work.  It  was  evident  that  a  house  must  be  provided, 
if  anything  worthy .  the  name  of  school  was  to  be  attempted. 
Hence,  funds  for  a  small  building  were  solicited,  and  in  May,  1870, 
after  an  impressive  service,  the  comernstone  of  Mt.  Holyoke  Sem- 
inary of  Koordistan  was  laid.  As  reported  by  my  sister  in  Life 
AND  Light,  Vol.  IL,  September,  1871,  pp.  104-106,  "On  the  identi- 
cal spot  where,  not  many  years  since,  a  cruel  tyrant  gathered 
forced  slaves  to  serve  his  despotic  will,  now  assembled  volunteer 
bauds  to  set  their  seal  to  the  building  of  a  house  in  which  women 
and  girls  would  be  taught  that  they,  as  well  as  men,  had  souls; 
and  that  the  Saviour  died  to  redeem  them  from  their  bondage  to 
sin,  and  to  set  them  *  as  lively  stones  in  his  spiritual  temple ! "' 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  this  school  we  recognize  with  deep- 
est gratitude  the  Master's  guidance,  and  can  never  cease  to  thank 
him  for  having,  as  we  reverently  believe,  specially  directed  us  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  this  institution.  We  thank  him  for 
having  given  us  that  most  excellent  preparation  for  our  work,  in 
our  previous  experiences  and  in  the  training  at  New  England  Mt. 
Holyoke  Seminary.  Particularly  do  we  thank  him  for  the  patience 
he  gave  us  to  await  a  somewhat  natural  growth. 

It  would  have  given  us  great  satisfaction  to  have  had  our 
scholars  dress  in  European  style,  and  seated  at  proper  desks,  from 
the  first;  but  our  convictions  led  us  to  seek  such  things  sec- 
ondarily and  gradually.  And  we  are  not  sorry  to-day,  as  our 
eyes  rest  gratefully  on  our  forty  neatly  dressed  girls,  seated  at 
suitable  desks,  that  we  never  taught  them  or  influenced  their 
friends  to  despise  the  native  costume,  but  that  the  change  in 
attire  has  followed,  not  preceded,  similar  changes  in  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

This  part  of  Turkey  was,  and  still  is,  very  dark  indeed.  We 
feared  to  introduce  hastily  new  customs,  and  to  afford  surroundings 
so  unlike  what  the  scholars  were  used  to  in  their  homes,  as  should 
serve  to  foster  pride  or  render  them  unhappy  when  separated  from 
them.  In  short,  we  have  ever  aimed  to  lead  them  first  to  accept 
heart  Christianity,  believing  that  from  a  true  inner  life,  all  exte- 
riors could  best  and  safely  be  regulated  and  advanced. 

The  poverty  of  the  people,  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  led 
us  to  see  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  secure  pupils  if  pay  in 
money  should  be  required.  Hence,  in  agreement  with  mission- 
aries and  a  native  committee,  it  was  decided  to  ask  from  all  pupils 
a  certain  amount  of  provisions.  Several  men  of  the  Bitlis  church 
determined  just  how  much  should  be  considered  sufficient  to  sup- 
port a  girl  in  school  a  year.  This  rate  has  never  been  varied  from, 
save  to  add  a  small  tax  in  money  some  years  ago.     From  the  out- 
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set  we  have  pushed  the  matter  of  self-support.  This  kept  the 
number  of  scholars  in  the  early  years  small,  but  it  seemed  wiser 
to  instil  principles  of  independence  and  appreciation  of  educa- 
tion than  to  seek  numbers.  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  board- 
ing pupils  have  been  in  nttendauce  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  We 
have  not  a  perfect  record  of  day  pupils. 

The  family  arrangements  of  this  school  closely  resemble  those 
at  South  Hadlcy.  Each  pupil  has  her  appointed  share  in  the  do- 
mestic work,  which  motives  of  economy,  if  no  higher,  necessitate 
being  done  by  the  scholars.  The  standard  of  study  has  naturally 
been  changed  — raised — from  time  to  time.  I  shall  not  soon  forget 
the  look  of  surprise  and  admiration  manifest  on  the  face  of  a 
monk  who  was  in  attendance  upon  the  girls'  iii*st  public  examina- 
tion, when  a  little  village  girl  recited  the  multiplication  table. 

Biblical  study  has  ever  been  very  prominent.  We  ai*e  most 
deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  for  merely  educational 
purposes,  the  Bible  has  no  superior  as  a  text-book.  Marked  and 
well-deserved  commendations  have  been  repeatedly  heard  at  the 
annual  examinations,  noting  the  confidence  with  which  the  stu- 
dents answer  multitudinous  questions  raised  upon  various  parts  of 
the  Scriptures. 

In  1876  the  first  class  of  four  graduated,  and  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  small  classes  completing  the  course  of  study  in  '79,  '83, 
and  '85.  Last  fall  three  scholars  were  prepared  to  take  diplomas, 
but  owing  to  my  temporary  absence  in  Persia,  this  was  deferred. 
They  are  now  occupied  as  assistant  pupils  in  the  primary  and 
upper  schools.  It  is  expected  that  their  graduating  exercises  will 
take  place  in  the  spring.  Owing  to  the  newness  of  the  work,  the 
custom  of  early  marriage,  and  some  other  causes,  the  number  of 
graduates  has  been  but  thirteen.  All  are  professing  Christians,  as 
are  also  quite  a  goodly  number  of  former  pupils  who  have  not 
taken  diplomas.  The  cherished  object  of  this  institution  is  to 
train  up,  so  far  as  possible,  earnest  Christian  women,  either  to 
adorn  the  private  family,  or  enter  upon  a  larger  sphere  of  evan- 
gelistic work  in  the  capacity  of  teacher  or  Bible-reader.  Of  the 
graduates,  permit  me  to  add  a  brief  risumi. 

Of  the  four  who  graduated  in  1876,  three  married  pastors  (of 
Erzroom  and  Redwan).  One  has  gone  to  her  heavenly  home,  having 
left  a  most  beautiful  testimony  for  her  Lord.  For  some  account 
of  her  most  interesting  history,  see  Life  and  Light,  Vol.  VII., 
Feb.,  1887,  pp.  36-40.  One  taught  thirteen  years  in  Bitlis  Board- 
ing School. 

Of  the  two  who  graduated  in  1879,  one,  having  taught  at  Van, 
married  a  Chiistian  merchant  there.    The  other  taught  at  YaA\?A^d 
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Bitlis;  is  now  teaching  at  Erzingan,  in  the  Erzroom  field.    Of  the 

three  who  graduated  in  188^3,  one  is  Bible-reader  and  teacher  at 

Kooltig,  a  very  large  village  three  hours  from  Bitlis.     Two  have, 

since  graduation,  assisted  in  Bitlis  school. 

Four  graduated  in  1885.     One,  after  having  taught,  married  a 

preacher,  graduate  of  Harpoot  Theological  Seminary,  and  is  now 

working  in  Moosh  city.     A  second  married  a  village  preacher,  and 

is  now  laboring  in  a  large  village  on  Boolamik  Plain.     The  other 

two,  after  having  taught  day  schools,  have  married  merchants  in 

Bitlis. 

<<♦-» 

CHINA. 
CHINESE  MEDICINE. 

BY  MISS  M.  A.  HOLBHOOK. 

A  MissiONABY  physician  from  China  is  often  asked  what  system 
of  medicine  the  Chinese  practice,  and  what  knowledge  they  have 
of  the  structure  or  function  of  the  body. 

In  a  country  where  all  the  knowledge  of  the  human  anatomy 
must  be  derived  from  the  lower  animals,  and  that,  because  of 
superstition,  under  the  greatest  difQculty,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  Chinese  have  no  rational  system  of  medicine,  but  that  what- 
ever in  their  practice  seems  to  point  toward  the  truth  is  buried 
deep  in  charms,  and  superstitious  rites  and  ceremonies.  One  of 
the  '*  highest  authorities ''  in  Chinese  medicine  says  concerning 
the  heart:  "  The  heart  is  lord  over  the  body,  and  is  in  the  exact 
centre  of  it.  It  weighs  twelve  ounces,  and  has  seven  spaces.  The 
upper  half  has  openings  through  which  the  air  enters  the  heart 
spaces.  These  openings  lead  to  the  tongue.  The  heait  is  the 
shape  of  a  lotus  seed.  It  has  a  covering  envelope,  between  which 
and  the  heart  is  a  reddish-yellow  oil.  The  under  part  of  the 
heart  rests  upon  a  very  thin  skin,  which  extends  to  the  ribs.  '  This 
is  so  the  foul  air  of  the  body  cannot  reach  the  lungs.  The  blood 
in  the  heart  is  great;  the  air  is  small."  Concerning  the  lungs,  this 
book  says:  "The  lungs  govern  speech.  They  are  opposite  the 
third  vertebra.  The  lungs  have  twenty-four  cavities.  The  inside 
of  the  lungs  is  like  a  wasp  nest.  On  inspiration  the  lungs  are  full; 
on  expiration  they  are  empty.  The  lungs  govern  the  clean  and 
unclean  air  within  them.  The  air  in  the  lungs  is  great;  the  blood 
is  small." 

It  is  commonly  accepted  that  the  breath  is  generated  within  the 
body;  and  of  asthma,  they  say  that  the  breath  is  cut  off,  or  that  it 
cannot  come  out  of  the  body. 

They  speak  of  anger  as  a  kind  of  gas  generated  within  the 
body;  and  if  they  do  not  rail  and  rave,  and  so  expel  all  of  this  bad 
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gas,  what  is  left  will  settle  somewhere  in  the  body,  and  form  a 
swelling  or  ulcer.  The  commonest  cause  given  for  any  ailment  is 
that  the  patient  got  angry;  and  the  inference  always  is,  not  that 
anger  was  the  moral  cause  of  the  disease,  but  that  they  did  not 
expel  all  of  it  in  their  passion. 

The  diseases  of  North  China  are  much  like  those  of  New  Eng- 
land; except  that  those  generated  by  filth,  and  from  malaria,  and 
the  contagious  and  eye  diseases,  are  greatly  in  excess.  There  are 
often  modified  types  of  familiar  diseases,  and  a  few  entirely  new. 

Besides  anger  as  a  cause  for  disease,  evil  spirits,  or  spirits  of 
offended  ancestors  seeking  revenge,  is  often  given.  The  Chinese 
doctors  say  that  insanity  is  caused  by  the  phlegm  filling  up  the 
orifices  of  the  heart;  but  the  Taoist  priests  (or  demon  worshipers) 
say  that  the  person  is  possessed  with  an  evil  spirit. 

I  remember  being  called  to  one  such  case.  A  fight  lasting  for 
hours  between  the  patient  and  his  enemy  was  the  real  cause,  and 
when  I  was  called,  several  days  after,  the  man  was  a  raving 
maniac,  requiring  three  or  four  men  to  hold  him.  Heavy  doses  of 
bromide  of  potassium  and  chloi*al  hydrate  exorcised  the  evil 
spirit,  and  the  man  became  sane  after  ten  days. 

Medicine  and  superstition  are  closely  related  in  China.  ''What 
doctor  shall  I  call?  and  what  god  shall  I  invoke?"  are  anzions 
questions;  and  if,  through  poverty,  but  one  can  be  paid  for,  the 
friends  will  visit  the  temple  in  preference  to  calling  the  doctor. 

Each  disease  has  its  own  god,  and  one  has  but  to  visit  the  tem- 
ples to  know  what  diseases  most  prevail.  The  god  of  ophthalmia 
has  ^  his  wooden  eye  worn  smooth  and  almost  effaced  by  the  much 
rubbing  by  afflicted  patients.  So  with  the  small-pox  god.  His 
face  is  subject  to  constant  friction,  to  obtain  the  healing  power 
supposed  to  reside  in  the  image. 

In  one  of  the  text-books  of  a  certain  school  of  healing  (not 
Chinese)  we  read:  ''Contagious  and  infectious  diseases  are  so 
simply  because  the  common  thought  has  made  them  so.  Any  man 
who  thoroughly  believes  this  statement  might  be  exposed  to  con- 
tagion without  the  slightest  danger  of  harm."  What  will  this 
author  say  of  small-pox  in  China,  where  the  people  cannot  be  made 
to  believe  that  the  disease  is  contagious,  but  is  a  budding  of  the 
bones,  which  every  person  must  experience  sometime;  if  not  in 
life,  then  the  bones  will  bud  in  the  coffin.  The  common  name  for 
this  disease  is  "  blossoming.*' 

By  far  the  most  common  practice  for  every  disease  under  the 

sun,  is  the  sticking  of  needles  into  the  body, —  some  of  them  being 

the  size  of  knitting-needles.     Large  numbers  of  the  Confucian 

teachers  practice  this  art;  so  much  so,  that  the  word  ''  teacher"  is 

often  applied  to  a  doctor  in  place  of  the  proper  title. 
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The  drinking  of  water  in  which  the  ashes  of  a  burned  charm 

.ave  been  mixed,  is  very  common.    This  is  more  frequently  resorted 

t^  by  the  Taoists. 

According  to  the  medical  book  quoted  from  above,  there  ai^e 

-one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  kinds  of  plants  and  herbs  used  in  med- 

'J.cine,  beside  animal  and  mineral  substances.     The  most  popular 

^vegetable  is  gensing,  which  is  exported  from  America  in  large 

•<^uantlties.      Native  herbs  are  gentian,  ginger,  nutmeg,  bamboo 

leaves,    duckweed,   licorice,   rhubarb,    sessame   seed,    asafoetida, 

iroots  of  reeds,  lily  bulbs,  etc.     The  mineral  substances  most  com- 

"»ionly  used  are  gypsum,  sulphur,  copper,  iron,  and  mercury.     Of 

^he  human  body  they  use  hair,  teeth,  saliva,  frontal  bone,  and 

3nany  other  things.    Fossil  bones  called  ^*  dragon  bones  "  are  pow- 

-dered  and  used.     Centipedes  and  scorpions  also  enter  into  the 

prescriber's  list;  and  when  all  these  fail,  the  poor  patient  is  com- 

-f  orted  by  the  words, 

"  Chih  ter  liao  ping, 

Chih  bu  liao  ming." 

'^'  Sickness  can  be  cured,  but  fate  cannot  be  averted." 

Education  in  the  natural  sciences  should  go  hand  in  hand  with 

the  gospel  message  of  salvation,  as  the  only  way  to  deliver  this 

people  from  the  bonds  of  superstition  that  bind  them.     To  that 

end  let  us  strengthen  and  liberally  support  the  Christian  schools 

x)f  China. 

♦♦» 


(Tttttj  m^\t%  mpiAmxA, 


-•♦•- 


LETTER  FROM  MISS  H.  L.  WELLS. 

On  the  third  day  after  our  arrival  we  were  invited  to  witness 
the  marriage  ceremony  performed  by  one  of  the  Armenian  breth- 
ren. There  had  been  much  doubt  about  the  probability  of  its  ac- 
complishment, as  the  family  of  one  of  the  party  had  neglected  to 
pay  its  church  dues  for  three  years,  and  the  pastors  of  the  native 
churches  refuse  to  perform  ceremonies  until  all  dues  are  paid. 
7he  matter  was  finally  settled,  and  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
:aftemoon  we  were  invited  to  go  and  see  the  bride  "made  up." 
Knowing  that  the  wedding  proper  did  not  begin  until  seven,  we 
•declined  the  pleasure,  on  the  plea  of  lack  of  time  to  "make  up" 
ourselves  at  the  hour  named.  We  started  from  home,  after  an 
-early  dinner,  in  season  to  reach  the  home  of  the  groom  at  seven 
p.  M.  Here  we  sat  and  talked  until  all  the  friends  invited  by  the 
groom  had  been  heard  from. 
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Then  wo  formed  a  procession,  heralded  by  lantem-bearei'S,  to 
go  to  tlie  home  of  the  bride.  At  first  the  gi'oom,  a  modest  man, 
stood  back  to  let  the  Frank  ladies  go  first, — as  the  gallantry  of  oar 
missionaries  hfis  succeeded  in  impressing  upon  the  native  mind 
the  precedence  which  American  ladies  enjoy.  But  we  assured 
him  that  we  preferred  to  have  the  usual  practices  followed  out^ 
and  then  he  with  his  companions  led  the  way. 

Arrived  at  the. home  of  the  bride,  we  were  ushered  into  th& 
room  where  her  ladyship  herself  was  standing,  arrayed  in  her 
wedding  garment,  and  receiving  the  homage  of  her  admiriag- 
friends  and  neighbors  of  her  own  sex.  Such  a  crowd;  and  the 
costumes  were  as  varied  as  the  people.  Turkish  women  with, 
their  loose  dresses,  and  long  white  veils  covering  all  the  head 
except  the  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth,  smoked  their  cigarettes  in 
peace  and  quietness.  The  dirty,  round-eyed  children  rolled  and 
tumbled  about  the  divans  with  which  the  room  was  hired.  But 
some  ladies  were  there,  and  some  clean  little  girls  shyly  came  for- 
ward to  greet  us,  not  wholly  overwhelmed.  Water  and  candies 
were  served  to  us  with  small  cakes  and  coffee, — ^real  Turkish  coffee^ 
a  black,  sweet  concoction,  of  which  about  a  table-spoonful  is  served 
to  a  guest  in  a  tiny  little  cup.  There  will  be  found  in  the  bottom  of 
the  cup  about  as  much  of  the  dregs  as  there  was  of  the  coffee.  But 
I  know  you  are  wishing  I  would  tell  you  how  the  bride  waa 
dressed.  I  will  not  say  as  a  man  might,  that  she  was  very  sensibly 
dressed,  and  give  no  further  description,  though  I  eould  do  so 
with  perfect  truthfulness.  Both  hands  and  feet  were  encased  in 
white  kid ;  the  dress  was  a  light,  delicate  green  soft  wool  material, 
made  up  in  Frank  style,  with  cream  lace  arranged  in  a  panel  of 
cascades  down  the  front,  and  the  sides  of  the  panel  and  the  front 
of  the  basque  adorned  with  bows  of  narrow  cream  ribbon.  The 
back  was  plain  drapery.  At  the  throat  and  in  the  hair  were 
artificial  orange  buds;  over  the  face  was  a  short  veil;  and  floating' 
back  from  her  head  in  graceful  folds  was  a  long  veil  of  Brousa> 
gauze,  worked  in  silk  and  tinsel.  Contrasted  with  her  glowing 
black  eyes  and  dead-black  hair,  this  costume  was  very  pleasing. 

When  all  the  guests  had  assembled  it  was  nearly  ten  o'clock, 
and  a  second  procession  was  formed  to  conduct  the  bride  and 
groom  to  the  church.  This  time  the  women  led  the  way,  the 
bride  supported  by  two  of  her  mates.  Arrived  at  the  church  the 
men  sat  on  one  side,  the  women  on  the  other,  and  the  bride  and 
groom  together  on  the  front  seat.  A  Turkish  hymn  was  sung  to 
the  tune  of  Nettleton,  and  then  followed  Scripture-reading,  prayer, 
when  all  stood,  and  another  hymn,  when  all  sat.  Then  the  ser- 
mon, all  in  Turkish,  the  weight  of  the  discourse  aimed  at  the  poor 
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l)ride,  who  was  duly  "Exhorted  to  obey  her  husband.  Afterward 
the  ceremony  and  congratulations.  A  third  procession  was  now 
:formedy  and  turned  toward  the  home  of  the  groom.  By  virtue  of 
our  nationality  we  were  privileged  to  walk  next  the  happy  pair, 
And  watch  the  humbly  submissive  air  with  which  the  bride  saluted 
lier  husband's  relatives,  kissing  their  hands  and  bowing  low. 
Baving  been  ushered  up-stairs  with  a  great  deal  of  ceremony,  she 
i¥as  suddenly  called  upon  to  pick  up  her  train  (which  I  forgot  to 
mention  before),  and  go  down  stairs  once  more,  as  she  had  over- 
looked a  young  brother  of  her  liusband  in  her  salutations.  More 
oandy  and  coffee  were  served,  and  the  company  settled  themselves 
to  another  season  of  sitting;  but  this  was  more  than  Yankee  flesh 
and  blood  could  endure,  so  we  took  it  upon  ourselves  to  be  the 
:first  to  break  up  the  company,  arriving  at  home  about  one  and  a 
half  o'clock. 

The  mingling  of  Frank  and  native  customs  could  not  have  been 
brought  more  forcibly  before  us  than  at  this  wedding,  increasing 
as  it  does  the  usual  awkwardness,  and  "  I  don't  know  what  to  do" 
feeling  on  such  occasions,  tenfold. 

I  wish  all  missionaries  could  rest  their  tired  souls  by  a  look  at 
«our  ever  beautiful  and  ever  changing  scenery.  I  don't  find  such  a 
look  as  efl&cacious  in  resting  the  weary  body,  however,  as  our  tri- 
weekly practice  in  gymnastics.  Our  girls  enjoy  it  quite  as  much 
as  I  do,  and  this  with  my  two  English  classes  and  my  own  lessons 
is  the  extent  of  my  work. 

Saturday  is  our  holiday,  and  we  make  it  a  general  cleaning  day. 
The  girls  clean  the  flooi-s  by  taking  a  coarse  cloth  and  standing  on 
it,  turning  about  this  way  and  that.  Mops  are  an  unknown  quan- 
tity, and  would  be  eliminated  if  known,  as  the  girls  think  this  the 
easiest  possible  way  to  clean  floors.  After  the  house  is  clean  they 
all  go  together  to  the  Turkish  bath,  whence  they  return  in  the 
course  of  two  hours  as  fresh  and  sweet  as  you  please. 

Our  school  and  home  are  in  a  very  quiet  quarter.  The  larger 
part  of  the  city  lies  just  behind  a  jutting  ledge  of  the  foot-hills  of 
Mt.  Olympus,  from  us.  The  houses  are  not  too  closely  crowded 
on  this  side,  and  the  mosques,  baths,  and  cypress-trees  inter- 
mingled with  the  dwellings  form  a  lovely  picture,  sloping  down  to 
the  valley.  Behind  us,  abrupt  and  high,  rises  a  peak  of  Olympus, 
with  a  few  houses  at  its  base.  Scattered  over  the  valley  before  us 
and  perched  on  the  hills  beyond  are  numerous  little  villages.  The 
mounds  and  slopes  are  always  playing  at  hide-and-seek  with  the 
sun  behind  Mt.  Olympus,  reminding  one  of  the  restless  changing 
of  tlie  surface  of  the  sea. 
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AN  APPEAL  TO  THE    CHURCHES   FROM   THE  STUDENT 
VOLUNTEERS   FOR  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

We  have  received  this  appeal  to  the  churches,  with  the  request- 
that  we  should  pass  it  on  to  our  auxiliaries.  We  make  the  follow- 
ing extracts : — 

**  At  this  time  last  year,  two  hundred  and  fifty  college  studentft- 
were  gathered  at  Mt.  Hermou  to  study  the  Bible.  Of  these,  one< 
hundred  declared  their  purpose  to  go  as  foreign  missionaries^ 
Since  then  the  work  has  spread  from  college  to  college  throughout- 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  until  more  than  twenty-two  hundred- 
students  (five  hundred  and  fifty  of  whom  are  women)  have  volun- 
teered for  the  foreign  service.  One  hundred  of  these  are  once^^ 
again  among  the  students  gathered  for  Bible-study  across  the- 
river  from  Mt.  Hermon. 

''It  is  our  desire  to  place  before  the  churches  some  of  the- 
reasons  which  have  led  us  to  decide. 

"  First  and  foremost,  our  Lord's  command.  In  the  Bible  we^ 
have  been  reading,  '  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gos- 
pel to  the  whole  creation.'  Does  *go'  mean  stay?  And  does 
'  preach  the  gospel  to  the  whole  creation '  mean,  keep  repeating 
that  gospel  to  a  few,  while  two  thirds  of  our  race  have  never  heard, 
the  name  Jesus? 

*'  Again  we  go.  Because  the  needs  of  the  foreign  field  are  so  much- 
greater.  Our  hearts'  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  America  is  that  it- 
might  be  saved ;  but  we  go  because  the  need  abroad  is  a  thousand- 
fold greater.  This  is  so  in  some  countries  from  a  purely  numericaL 
standpoint.  In  the  United  States  there  is  one  minister  to  700 
people;  in  China,  one  ordained  missionary  to  1,000,000.  Of  the 
200,000,000  of  Africa,  140,000,000  have  not  been  touched  by  Chris- 
tian teachers.  The  United  States  has  80,000  preachers ;  while  India,, 
with  five  times  the  population,  has  but  700  ordained  missionaries. 

"A  third  reason  is.  The  r^ex  influence  of  foreign  missions  on  the- 
spiritual  life  of  the  home  church.  Many  minds  ask  the  question. 
Does  not  this  uprising  mean  a  decline  in  the  work  at  home?  A 
prominent  evangelist  of  our  country  when  asked  what  he  thought- 
of  it,  replied,  *  I  rejoice,  for  it  means  revival  at  home.'  The  Week 
of  Prayer  was  suggested  by  missionaries  in  India.  Though  car- 
ried out  with  reference  to  foreign  needs,  the  first  week  in  January 
has  become  a  time  of  spiritual  awakening  at  home. 
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"  Fourth,  Because  of  the  *  Present  Crisis,^  The  fields  are  white; 
t^e  harvest  must  be  gathered  at  once,  or  be  lost.  This  is  our 
golden  opportunity. 

*  We  are  living,  we  are  dwelling 

In  a  grand  and  awful  time; 
In  an  age  on  ages  telling ^ 
To  be  living  is  sublime.' 

"Are  we  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  hosts  of  evil  are  rushing 
forward  to  gather  these  golden  sheaves?  The  Mohammedans  are 
at  work  in  Africa.  Thousands  of  the  aborigines  are  yielding  to 
them  because  Islam  appeals  to  the  sensuous,  and  is  propagated  by 
the  sword.  A  missionary  who  has  labored  twenty  years  in  India, 
Bays,  *  India  is  now  ready  for  our  work,  and  if  this  ciisis  is  not 
met  by  the  Church,  at  least  two  or  three  generations  will  pass  be- 
fore an  equal  opportunity  can  again  be  offered.' 

"  From  Brazil  the  word  comes,  *  This  land  is  ready;  thousands 
would  accept  the  gospel  if  they  only  had  preachers.'  One  writes 
concerning  China,  *A  thousand  missionaries  are  worth  more  if 
sent  now,  than  ten  thousand  ten  years  from  now.'  As  for  Japan, 
it  is  melted,  and  ready  for  moulding.  What  shall  the  mould  be, 
Christianity  or  infidelity  ? 

**  One  reason  more,  The  whole  world  can  be  evangelized  in  the 
present  generation,  '  Let  us  go  up  at  once  and  possess  it;  for  we 
are  well  able  to  overcome  it.' 

"  And  now,  *  for  the  sake  of  the  Name.' —  that  Name  which  is 
above  every  name,  *  the  love  of  Christ  constraining  us,' —  *  we  go 
forth.'  Will  you  not  *  take  us  up '  and  *  set  us  on  our  journey 
'worthily  of  Grod,'  that  the  blessed  name  may  be  spread  abroad, 
and  that  you  may  be  *  fellow-workers  for  the  truth  ? '  " 


-♦♦♦- 


QUESTION  BOX. 

WOBK  AMONG  CHILDBEN. 

In  the  May  number  we  gave  some  suggestions  as  to  the  best 
method  of  organization,  and  the  necessity  of  a  good  leader.  As  to 
the  raising  of  money,  the  usual  i*ange  of  method  was  reported. 
The  sale  of  work  done  by  the  children  is  one  of  the  most  common 
ways, — either  at  private  sale  or  in  fairs.  Among  the  articles  men- 
tioned as  suitable  for  children  to  make,  are  scrap-books,  pen- 
wipers, dusters,  dish-cloths,  lamp-lighters,  kites,  hammocks,  hold- 
ers, tops,  kindergarten  articles,  and  various  pieces  of  useful 
and  fancy-work  by  the  older  ones.  In  the  way  of  sales  and  en- 
tertainments, are  missionary  entertainments  with  dialogues  and 
costumes,  representations  of  manners  and  customs,  such  as  Japan- 
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ese  weddings,  Chinese  schools,  Turkish  suppers,  Christmas  sales, 
candy  and  cake  sales,  teas  of  different  kinds,  harvest  and  flower 
festivals,  loan  exhibitions,  dolls'  receptions  and  drills,  lawn  parties, 
dairy-maid  receptions,  evenings  with  authoi*s,  and  all  the  ways  both 
wise  and  otherwise  that  enter  into  the  hearts  of  women  to  devise. 
One  writes:  "We  have  had  various  ways  of  raising  money,  and  for 
the  time  spent  and  money  used,  I  think  the  concerts  have  given 
the  best  satisfaction,  financially  and  otherwise.  It  is  easy  to  in- 
terest the  older  people,  parents,  grandparents,  uncles,  and  aunts 
in  the  children's  earnest  efforts  to  improve  the  talents  that  have 
been  given  them.  The  ages  of  those  taking  part  in  the  concerts 
range  from  four  to  fourteen,  and  when  we  can,  they  are  held  at  the 
homes  of  our  members,  the  receipts  being  in  the  form  of  a  con- 
tribution." Fairs  and  entertainments,  except  those  of  a  missionary 
character,  are  coming  to  be  more  and  more  a  last  resort  among 
many  of  our  workers,  although  they  are  capable  of  being  made 
very  pleasant  social  occasions,  and  have  their  good  side  as  well  as 
what  is  sometimes  objectionable.  Perhaps  the  following  caution 
taken  from  a  published  leaflet  may  be  in  place  here:  "In  regard 
to  fairs,  concerts,  and  kindred  exercises,  do  not  forget  that  chil- 
dren, even  the  very  youngest  of  them,  are  susceptible  to  the 
poisonous  influences  of  flattery,  rivalry,  and  openly  expressed 
admiration  of  talent.  Avoid  anything  that  savors  of  games  of 
chance.  Late  hours,  with  excitement,  with  mental  and  physical 
exhaustion,  are  attendant  upon  these  occasions  unless  most  judi- 
ciously planned  and  carried  out.  If  the  children  may  be  led  to  feel 
through  all  the  necessary  preparations  that  they  are  doing  it  for 
the  Lord,  and  are  honoring  him,  thereby,  there  will  be  less  danger 
of  anything  questionable  creeping  in  to  mar  the  beauty  and  sweet- 
ness of  the  offering."  In  one  circle,  before  beginning  the  year's 
work,  orders  were  solicited  for  articles  both  useful  and  ornamen- 
tal. In  this  way  there  wa«  no  surplus  of  undesirable  articles  to 
be  disposed  of.  At  a  church  sociable,  before  the  articles  were 
delivered,  the  children  gathered  together  their  work,  which  made 
a  pretty  sight,  interesting  to  the  parents  and  pleasing  to  the 
children. 

Among  other  ways  of  raising  money  are:  "Raise  missionary 
chickens;  pick  and  sell  berries;  raise  and  sell  vegetables;  sell 
bunches  of  wild  flowers  to  city  florists,  May-flowers  in  May,  roses 
in  June,  buttercups  and  daisies  in  July,  and  golden-rod  in  August; 
make  wreaths,  crosses,  and  ropes  of  ground-pine  for  Christmas; 
raise  bulbs  for  flowering  to  sell  at  Christmas,  New  Year's,  and 
Easter;  make  lamp-lighters  and  other  articles  with  colored  paper; 
take  photographs  with  toy  cameras;  use  toy  or  large  printing- 
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I)ress."    A  friend  from  the  West  writes:   "We  decided  that  the 
anost   hopeful  way  for   us  to   earn  money  was  to  raise  a  crop. 
Xand  is  plenty,  and  we  concluded  to  try  raising  missionary  beans. 
Jl  cupf uU  of  seed  was  given  to  each  child  who  was  willing  to  culti- 
Tate  the  crop.  The  pastor  and  his  wife  were  glad  to  be  counted  in. 
At  harvest-time  each  child  brings  his  or  her  beans  to  the  parson- 
age; it  is  measured,  and  then  all  is  put  into  the  common  stock. 
We  have  tried  this  two  years,  and  in  only  one  case  has  there  been 
nothing  to  harvest.     The  smallest  yield  has  been  one  quart,  the 
largest  nine,  the  average  three  and  a  half  or  four.    The  mission 
boxes  are  brought  in  at  this   harvest  meeting,  which  is  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon.    The  money  is  put  on  a  plate  together,  the 
pennies  are  counted,  and  the  sum  put  into  the  treasurer's  hands. 
We  have  a  Sunday  evening  concert,  when  the  (secretary  gives  a 
summary  of  the  year's  work.    Ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  children 
briefly  report  the  work  in  different  parts  of  the  field;  we  sing  mis- 
sionary hymns,  read  a  selection  of   Scripture    responsively,  the 
paster  offers  prayer  and  makes  a  short  address.    These  are  times 
that  make  our  hearts  glad." 

The  use  of  mite-boxes  grows  more  and  more  in  favor.  These 
are  of  various  kinds, — self-denial  boxes,  penitence,  tongue-gu^tt'd, 
and  thank-offering  boxes.  The  boxes  themselves  are  of  different 
shapes, —  barrels,  pottery  churches,  globes,  and  jugs  more  or  less 
decorated.  To  make  a  good  deal  of  the  opening  of  these  re- 
ceptacles has  a  stimulating  effect.  In  some  cases  it  is  a  mite-box 
party,  where  an  afternoon  of  games  and  pleasure  is  added  to  the 
opening.  In  other  cases  it  is  connected  with  a  regular  missionary 
meeting,  with  a  carefully  prepared  programme,  given  mostly  by 
the  children.  One  writes;  "  The  opening  of  our  mite-boxes  was  a 
complete  success.  The  result  was  a  surprise  to  all.  The  sum 
total  amounted  to  as  much  as  had  heretofore  been  gathered  by  a 
supper  or  entertainment;  and  the  sweet  verses  read  as  each  box 
was  opened  were  far  more  soothing  than  the  remarks  excited  by 
overwork  and  strained  nerves  that  we  sometimes  hear  after  these 
entertainments  are  over. 

The  new  plan  for  penny  investments  is  also  growing  quite  com- 
mon, and  is  well  known  to  many.  The  following  letters  were  re- 
ceived with  reference  to  it;  "I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  plan  to 
try  during  our  two  months'  vacation,  so  gave  each  member  who 
was  at  the  June  meeting  one  penny  for  investment,  to  be  reported 
upon  when  we  met  in  September.  The  children  were  very  much 
pleased  with  the  idea,  and  various  ways  were  resorted  to  to  make 
them  gain.  One  bought  flowers  of  her  mother,  and  making  them 
into  little  bouquets,  found  sale  among  her  friends.    Then  she  in- 
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vested  in  some  cherries  at  home  and  sold  to  others.  One  bought 
a  little  vase  of  her  mother  for  her  penny,  which  she  was  paid 
three  cents  a  week  for  keeping  filled.  One  bought  a  tomato  plaut 
with  hers  from  the  home  garden,  and  had  the  tomatoes  for  sale. 
Another  sold  lettuce.  I  helped  the  children  in  various  ways  — 
bought  waste  sewing  silk  at  a  factory,  wound  it  and  let 
them  sell  it,  thus  doubling  what  was  invested;  also  at  a 
factory  where  tape  was  made  and  all  parts  of  a  dozen  are  thrown 
aside  and  sold  at  a  low  price.  I  bought  a  quantity,  and  letting 
them  have  it  at  a  penny  a  roll,  their  friends  could  give  them  what 
they  thought  it  worth  —  two,  three,  or  five  cents.  They  also  gave 
me  five  cents  apiece  for  ironing-holders  I  made,  and  sold  them  for 
ten  cents.  One  of  the  older  ones  made  cottage  cheese  and  sold  to 
a  friend.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  ways  tried,  until  the 
forty  pennies  were  $12.40, —  a  good  increase,  we  thought,  for  a  two 
months'  investment,  and  mission  work  was  not  forgotten  during 
vacation.  Our  circle  is  large,  now  numbering  seventy-five  mem- 
bers, and  there  is  much  interest  in  the  meetings,  many  wishing 
they  came  oftener  than  once,  a  month.  The  work  among  the 
young  is  a  great  work,  and  I  think  large  results  may  be  expected 
from  it  in  the  future.  Sincerely  yours, 

Lydia  a.  Pkbby." 
# 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  USE  OP   "THE  MISSIONABY  TAIiENT." 

In  order  to  keep  up  the  interest  of  the  children  in  the  cause  of 
missions  during  the  summer,  while  our  meetings  were  discontin- 
ued, we  adopted  a  plan  which  was  suggested  to  our  Treasurer  by 
an  article  in  a  missionary  periodical. 

Fifteen  pennies  were  distributed  among  as  many  members. 
They  pledged  themselves  to  return  it  at  the  close  of  the  season, 
with  or  without  increase.  We  endeavored  to  impress  upon  their 
minds  the  idea  of  stewardship,  and  the  accountability  of  each  to 
improve  the  talent,  according  to  opportunity,  "for  the  love  of 
Christ,"  which  is  our  motto. 

Perhaps  you  would  be  interested  to  leam  how  fertile  the  minds 
of  the  children  were  in  devising  plans  for  investing  and  developing 
their  small  capital.  Several  of  them  bought  and  planted  garden 
seeds  and  sold  the  products  to  their  friends;  two  crocheted  mats, 
which  were  bought  by  the  mother.  One  made  and  sold  a  dollar's 
worth  of  candy.  Another  made  little  pin-wheels.  Three  of  them 
formed  a  partnership  and  bought  lemons.  Their  friends  contribu- 
ted the  sugar.  These  were  made  into  lemonade,  which  they 
offered  to  tired  business  friends  returning  from  the  city  on  warm 
summer  afternoons.    With  the  receipts  they  enlarged  their  stock 
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In  trade,  and  continued  the  sale  until  they  had  realized  $1.60  from 
"tJie  transaction.     Another  member  bought  a  sheet  of  tissue  paper 
stud  made  a  shaving  mat,  which  her  brother  bought  for  ten  cents. 
"With  this  amount  she  provided  herself  with  a  duster,  and  kept 
the  parlor  and  other  rooms  in  the  house  in  good  order.    She  in- 
creased her  resources,  also,  by  purchasing  a  silver-towel,  and  dry- 
ing the  glasses  and  silver;  receiving  small  sums  for  these  services, 
until  she  had  saved  $1.50,  and  acquired  considerable  skill  in  house- 
keeping.   One  boy  of  four  years  stated  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner that  he  **  swept  the  back  yard  with  a  great  big  broom,  and  every 
time  he  did  it  he  got  a  penny.''     It  is  left  to  one's  imagination  to 
supply  the  connection  between  the  penny  and  the  "great  big  broom." 
The  result  of  this  experiment  was  a  return  to  our  treasury  of  $25* 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Lamson, 

Presideifit  of  ChUdren'a  Foreign  Afissionary  Societj^ 
of  Congregational  Church,  Montclair,  NJ. 

What  a  glorious  result  would  there  be  if  every  child  in  all  our 
Mission  Bands  would  try  this  "Penny  Plan!"  Suppose  we  all 
make  a  great  effort  to  adopt  it  this  spring, —  as  good  a  time  as  any 
in  the  year  to  begin  a  good  work.    Let  us  see  what  we  can  do. 


«♦» 

HOW  OUR  MISSION  BAND  LEARNED  TO  PRAY. 

Our  band  is  composed  of  girls  from  fifteen  down  to  seven  years 
of  age.  We  have  wondered  many  times  if  any  other  band  has 
trouble  gettiug  its  members  to  pray  in  the  meetings,  and  I  asked 
our  leader.  Miss  Helen  Campbell,  about  it  one  day.  She  answered : 
"  Yes.  I  know  some  of  the  children  are  not  willing  to  let  their 
voices  be  heard  in  meeting,  for  the  ladies  who  have  charge  of  some 
of  the  bands  have  talked  with  me  about  it.  Suppose  you  write 
and  tell  the  young  people  how  we  managed  it,  and  may  be  they 
will  all  make  it  as  easy  as  we  did.  I  think  it  will  do  good  if  you 
give  them  our  experience,  and  let  them  see  that  it  is  not  so  very 
hard  after  all." 

Well,  one  Sunday,  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  we  girls  were 
very  much  astonished  to  hear  our  minister  read  a  notice  from  the 
pulpit  to  the  effect  that  Miss  Campbell  would  be  glad  to  meet  at 
her  home  the  next  Saturday  all  the  girls  of  the  church  not  already 
connected  with  the  missionary  society,  that  they  might  form 
themselves  iujbo  a  mission  band.  We  were  greatly  excited  over  the 
notice,  and  we  talked  about  it  out  of  school-hours  all  through  the 
week,  and  when  Saturday  came  Miss  Helen's  parlors  were  full; 
and  the  little  bits  of  children  were  there  as  well  as  the  older  ones. 
She  was  just  as  glad  to  see  them,  and  made  them  feel  that  they 
were  just  as  much  needed  as  the  larger  girls. 
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When  we  were  all  quiet,  Miss  Helen  told  us  just  what  a  mission 
band  was  meant  to  bo  and  do,  and  bow  we  must  study  about  the 
different  countries,  and  the  missionaries  who  go  to  these  countries 
to  teach ;  but  you  all  belong  to  a  mission  band  youi*selyes,  and  do 
just  the  same  things,  so  I  need  not  tell  you  any  more. 

But  just  before  wo  went  home,  Miss  Helen  said:  *' There  is  one 
thing  more  important  than  all  the  work  you  can  do,  and  all  the 
money  you  can  give,  without  which  the  cause  of  missions  never 
will  prosper, —  and  that  is,  prayer.  Evei'y  one  in  this  band  must 
pray  every  day  of  her  life  that  God  will  bless  and  sti*engthen  the 
ministers  and  teachers  away  across  the  sea,  and  thistt  he  will  put  it 
into  the  hearts  of  Christian  people  in  America  to  send  their  money 
and  their  prayers  to  aid  in  the  work  of  preaching  Christ  to  those 
who  have  never  heard  his  name.  Now,  before  we  go  home,  let  us 
kneel  down  and  ask  him  to  give  us  a  true  missionary  spirit,  and 
bless  all  the  work  we  may  do  as  a  mission  band.''  Then  we  all 
knelt,  and  Miss  Helen  prayed  that  God  would  accept  the  offering 
of  all  our  hearts,  and  that  he  would  take  our  work  and  pur  money 
and  bless  it,  not  because  it  was  so  much,  but  because  we  were  in 
earnest,  and  gave  it  for  love  of  him. 

At  our  next  meeting  slips  of  paper,  on  which  were  written 
Bible-texts,  were  passed  around.  Each  slip  was  numbered;  and 
when  our  number  was  called  we  read  our  text;  then  Miss  Helen 
offered  prayer.  For  several  meetings  we  each  had  either  texts  or 
verses  to  read,  but  no  one  ever  prayed  except  Miss  Helen.  One 
day  she  asked  us  to  pick  out  our  own  texts  for  the  next  meeting, 
instead  of  depending  on  her  to  do  it.  Even  the  little  girls  had 
their  texts,  and  we  all  enjoyed  reciting  them,  because  we  found 
them  all  by  ourselves. 

At  one  of  the  meetings,  after  we  had  been  organized  about 
four  months,  Miss  Helen  said,  after  she  had  read  a  few  verses  of 
Scripture:  "For  several  meetings  you  have  read  or  recited  Bible- 
texts,  talked  about  the  country  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
meeting,  recited  poetry,  asked  questions,  and  have  taken  part  in 
all  the  exercises  except  the  prayer.  I  purposely  gave  you  texts 
and  poetry  to  say,  that  you  might  not  be  frightened  at  the  sound 
of  your  own  voices ;  and  now  that  you  have  gained  confidence  in 
yourselves,  I  think  you  ought  to  help  in  the  prayer  also.  I  think 
Jesus  will  not  be  pleased  with  this  band,  nor  bless  its  work,  until 
every  one  in  it  is  willing  to  make  this  sacrifice  for  him.  In  a 
moment  we  shall  kneel  to  pray,  and  I  will  ask  Bessie  Bronson, 
Delia  Cutler,  and  Mamie  Foster,  each,  to  offer  a  short  prayer." 

We  knelt,  and  there  was  a  long  silence  in  the  room.  Not  a  girl 
said  a  word,  and  then  Miss  Helen  prayed  just  as  usual.    When  we 
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rose  we  all  wanted  to  laugh ;  but  Miss  Helen's  face  was  so  sober 
that  we  did  not  dare.  We  all  expected  that  she  would  say  some- 
thing about  it,  and  we  were  not  mistaken;  for  after  the  map 
exercise, — we  had  Syria,  that  day,  I  remember, —  the  singing,  the 
reports  from  the  missionaries,  the  papers  on  the  dress,  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  religions,  were  all  over,  she  talked  to  us  for  a  few 
moments  very  earnestly  about  taking  part  in  the  prayers  of  each 
meeting,  as  well  as  in  the  other  exercises.  **  Of  course  I  know  it 
will  not  be  easy  at  first,"  she  said ;  **  it  never  is  easy  for  anybody; 
but  Jesus  will  help  you  if  you  ask  him  every  day.  I  have  a  plan 
that  will  make  it  much  easier  for  evei^r  one  of  you  if  you  will  try 
it.  Before  you  come  to  the  next  meeting,  think  of  just  one  thing 
that  you  want  to  ask  for,  and  have  it  ready  in  a  few  words  when  I 
ask  you  to  pray.  We  will  call  these  little  prayers  sentence-prayers, 
and  I  want  everybody  to  be  ready  with  one  for  the  next  meeting. 
How  many  will  promise?"  Nearly  every  hand  was  raised,  and 
the  promise  was  given. 

When  we  left  the  church  we  talked  a  great  deal  about  the  new 
plan,  and  our  hearts  were  nOne  too  brave  when  we  thought  of 
praying  aloud,  even  one  sentence,  before  each  other.  How  could 
we  feel  otherwise  when  we  never  had  let  any  one  but  our  mothers 
hear  our  prayers?  But  we  had  promised,  and  of  course  we  would 
keep  the  promise. 

*'  If  Miss  Helen  ever  asks  me  to  pray  again,"  said  Delia  Cutler, 
when  we  were  nearly  home,  "  FU  do,  it  if  I  say  nothing  but  *  Now  I 
lay  me  down  to  sleep.*  I  never  want  to  see  such  a  sorry  look  on 
her  face  as  there  was  this  afternoon.  Let  us  do  the  best  we  can, 
girls,  next  time.  Good-bye ;"  and  she  slammed  her  own  gate  with- 
out giving  us  a  chance  to  reply,  but  we  all  felt  exactly  as  she  did. 

When  the  regular  meeting  of  the  band  was  announced  in  church 
two  Sundays  later,  we  members  of  it  looked  at  each  other  and 
smiled  a  little,  for  we  thought  of  the  dreadful  ordeal  of  **  making 
a  prayer"  before  people.  We  were  all  at  the  meeting,  and  each 
was  bravely  determined  to  ask  God  for  the  one  thing  she  most 
wanted  for  the  mission  cause.  After  a  chapter  in* the  Bible  was 
read,  Miss  Helen  said:  "We  will  now  ask  God's  blessing  on  our 
meeting,  on  the  missionaries  everywhere,  and  on  all  the  little 
children  about  whom  we  have  been  studying,  in  the  sentence- 
prayers  you  promised.  Delia  Cutler  will  begin,  and  the  others 
follow,  and  let  the  prayers  come  quickly,  one  after  another." 

We  all  knelt,  and  though  our  voices  trembled,  eveiT"  one  of  us 
prayed  our  little  prayer,  and  all  these  together  made  a  long  prayer 
with  many  different  petitions  in  it;  for,  strange  to  say,  no  two  of  us 
asked  for  the  same  thing.    When  we  rose  from  our  knees  we  looked 
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at  each  other  in  wonder,  surprised  to  see  what  an  easy  thing  it  was 
to  pray  aloud,  after  all. 

For  several  meetings  we  had  sentence-prayers,  until  by  and  by 
our  leader  suggested  that  each  of  us  have  two  sentences  instead  of 
one.  You  can  easily  see  how  it  soon  became  not  only  an  easy  task, 
but  a  delightful  privilege,  to  offer  prayer  in  our  meetings;  and  now 
any  one  of  our  band  may  be  called  upon  to  pray  at  any  time,  and 
she  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  respond. 

'^  Isn't  it  nice,  Miss  Helen  ? ''  said  one  of  the  youngest  members, 
after  she  had  taken  part  in  one  of  these  joint  petitions.  "It  is 
ever  so  much  nicer  than  it  used  to  be,  because  you  see  we  help  do 
the  praying,  as  well  as  to  send  the  money." 

We  all  feel  that  it  is  indeed  blessed  to  help  in  everything,  the 
praying  as  well  as  the  giving;  and  we  study  each  month's  topic 
with  tenfold  the  interest  that  we  used,  because  in  addition  to  mere 
infoimation,  we  are  looking  for  some  thing  for  which  to  pray.  It 
is  strange  what  a  zest  that  gives  to  everything;  I  would  never  have 
believed  it  before. 

I  hope  this  account  of  what  our  mission  band  has  done  will  help 
other  bands  to  try  the  same  plan,  and  also  help  them  to  persevere. 
Although  it  may  be  hard  at  first  to  let  our  voices  be  heard  in 
prayer,  I  know  that  it  becomes  very  easy  after  a  few  trials.  Do, 
please,  try  it  and  see. —  The  Missionary  Helper, 
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Receipts  from  March  17  to  April  18,  1888. 

Miss  Emaia  Gassuth,  Treasures. 

Mrs.     Sarah   J.     Chapman, 
Bethel, 


MAINE. 

Castine.—Deaert  Palm  Soc'y,  $86  00 
Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  Bangor,  Aux., 
$23.50;  Rockland,  Aux.,  $40, 
Golden  Sands  M.  C,  $15; 
Centre  Lebanon,  Woman's 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  $11;  Bar  Har- 
bor, Helping  Hands,  $20, 
Wilton,  Cone.  Ch.,  $7,  Phil- 
lips Glad  Helpers,  $1,  Wo- 
man's Miss'y  Soc'y,  $2.50; 
Garland,  Ladies  of  Cone. 
Ch.,  $9:  Saco,  Aux.,  $12; 
Portland,  Aux.,  Seamen's 
Bethel  Cb.,  $18.60,  State  St. 
Ch., Social  Circle,  $15;  Mill- 
town,  Aux.,  $27,  201  60 

Total,  $286  60 

LBOAOY. 
Maine  Branch.^ "Leg&cy  of 


$940  00 


NEW  HAMPSHIRB. 


New  Hampshire  Branch.— MiSB 
A.  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Bed- 
ford, Aux.,  $13.50;  Concord, 
Aux.,  $28;  Hampton,  Looki- 
out  Guard,  $2 ;  Nashua,  Aux., 
$36;  Plaistow  and  North 
Haverhill,  Miss'v  Soc'y,  $25; 
Nashua,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  S. 
S.,  Up  the  Ladder  Club,  $5; 
Tilton,  Mrs.  Spencer's  S.  S. 
Class,  $4;  Wolfboro,  Newell 
Circle,  $75,  $188  60 


Total, 


$188  60 


LEOAOT. 


New  Hampshire  Branch.-— hee" 
acy  of  Mrs.  Marinda  VL 
Emerson,   Lyme,  $$»047  88 


Lmtenburff.—Wn.  C.  W.  King,    (B  00 

Lmdmt  Centra Alice  L.  Bay,       '  " 

Weat  Rb—'-'—  "'—  '■— 
Cb.,Lt 

fannant  BTanoh.—Un.  "i.  M. 

Bowaid,  Tretu.  Bellowi 
Falls,  Mt.  EilbnTD  H.  C,  $48; 
Dorset,    Aui,,    of    wh.    (25 


Little  Gleaners,  (8.07:  Rut- 
land, S.  S.,  »SI.»T;  St.  Jolinft- 
bnry,  Nottb  Ch.,  Am.,  |3§; 


Mrs.n.C.Q.Jenett,«l 
utVoburnSranclt.— 
HIM  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Wincbeater,  Seek  and  Save 
Circle,  (300:  Bedford,  Am., 
of  wh.  tB  1)7  Mrs.  Bdwln 
Bmitb  in  Hem.  Little  Amy, 
(IB;  Reading,  Anx,,  |11; 
LeiiDglon,  Xni.,  <14.1i,  34 
Banutable   Branch. —  Miaa   A. 


Buta    iforth     BraniOi.—  Mre. 

borjr,  Riversfde  Ani.,  (11; 
Bradford,  Academy  Am., 
»20.10i  HaierhiU,  North  Ch., 
Am.,  IM,  ( 

Suex  South  firancA.  —  Mlfla 
S.  W.  Clark,  Treaa.  BeTerly, 
Dane  St.  Ch.,  lyy  LeaveB, 
tlSBl  Bmford,  Am.,  (10: 
Salem,  Tabernacle  Ch.,  Chips 
of  the  Old  Bluck,  tfil.M,  IE 

HamptMre  Co.  Braach.— lilts 
I.  6.  Clarke,  Treas.  North 
Amherst,  Aui.,  125;  East- 
liampton.  Am.,  96,  Emily  M. 
C.  prev.  contfi,  const.  L.  M. 
hm)  Miss  Susie  E.  Winalaw, 
140;  South  Hadley,  Aaz.,  of 
wh.  $2S  const,  t.  M  Miss 
Lillian  S.  nicklneon,  fsa,      10 

Utthven  —Hindoo  Helpers,  e 

MtiUUeatx Branch.— yin.}i.  W. 
Warren,   Xreas,    SaiooTllle, 


Iforlh  Amharat.—Krs.  Ellen  B. 
Fisher,  | 

yoTfolk  and  PUffHm  Branch.— 
Mrs.  r.  Shaw,  Treas.  Cohas- 
set,  Am.,  far.  Seaside  Work- 
era,  tlEl-  Uarabaeld,  May- 
flowers, ffi;  Weymouth  and 
BraiDtree,  Aai.,  (12;  Brain- 
tree,  Am.,  ti.l6;  Manomet, 
Am.,  111.25,  Charity  Work- 
ers, (16,  S 

ypring/leW  Branch Misa   H, 


SujftjOt  J 
^lld.   ■ 

Cbadbonm 
Misa  Jennie  Scudder,  (4,  Mt. 
Vernon  Ch.,  Am.,  of  wh,  (50 
by  IToong  People's  Hfss'y 
Soc'y,  tiSS,  U-'—  ""      '-- 


Old  a- 


b  Ch.,  i 


I.  >I5, 


1100  by  Mrs.  Alpbens  Hardy, 
fAH.  LlKht-Bearers,  tlO, 
Bbawmut  Br.  M.  C,  of  wh. 
(26  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Henry 
E.  Warren,  HIas  Cyntbta  E. 
Kollls.HeKi  CambrldKe^hep- 
ard  Uemorlal  Cb.,  Hargaret 
Sbepard  Soc'y,  (7,  First  Ch., 
Young  Ladles'  Working 
Party,  f30;  Chelsea,  Flrsl 
Ch.,  (T2.T0,  Am.,  (11;  Ded- 
ham.  Asylum  Dime  Soc'y, 
(l.SO;  Dorchester,  Mrs.  Nat- 
han Carmth,  (60,  Yillage 
Ch.,  Am.,  (41,  Second  CE, 
Am.,  (OBJiO,  Pilgrim  Ch., 
Anx.,  of  wh.  (25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  BaUantine,  (82.W, 
PIlgTlm  Gleaners,  (IS.E4, 
Wbacsoerer  Band,  (15.17; 
Bast  SomeTTllle,  Franklin 
Bt.  Ch.,  Am.,  (5S.53:  Nor- 
wood, Miss  C.  J.  Morrill's 
Mite-boi.(l:  Roibnry, Eliot 
Ch.,  Sarah  J.  McLean,  (2, 
Annie  MacDonald.  (2.60: 
Somerrille,    Broadway    Ch., 


Worcotcr    Co.  Branch.— Mtv. 


Worcester,   Salem 
Am.,  (T.BO,  Dnion 

(W.50, 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence.— Emily  Folsom,  $2  00 
Rhode  Island  BrancK —  Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Woon- 
socket,  Globo  Workers,  $20; 
Providence,  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  $12,  Beneficent  Ch., 
Aux.,  $219.75,  261  75 


Total, 

OONNEOTICUT. 


$263  76 


Eastern  Conn,  Branch.— iliM 
M.  I.  Lockwood,  Treas. 
New  London,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  $45.98;  Stonington, 
First  Ch.,  Agreement  Hill 
Aux.,  $10;  Colchester,  Aux., 
$70;  Norwich,  Broadway  Ch., 
$50:  Chaplin,  Aux.,  $21,  $196  98 

Hartford  Branch.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Hartford, 
Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $100 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  N.  H.  Bur- 
ton, $130,  Windsor  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
Charles  Hillyer  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Hilda  Stowc,  $68.66, 
Pearl  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $1 :  Plain- 
ville,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
L.  P.  Buell  const.  L.  M.  Caro- 
line A.  Reed,  $95;  Rockville, 
Earnest  Seed  Sowers,  $20, 
Little  Helpers,  $12;  West 
Hartford,    Aux.,    $8,  334  65 

Ifew  Haven  Bra7ich.—yLias  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Bethel, 
Aux.,  $5,  Busy  Bees,  $5; 
Bethlehem,  Aux.,  $26,  Will- 
ing Hands,  $r>;  Clinton,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Caroline  F.  Hull,  $50;  Corn- 
wall, Aux.,  $25 ;  Essex,  What- 
soever Circle,  $5;  Greenwich, 
Aux.,  $50:  Higganum,  Aux., 
$44.40;  Kdlingworth,  Union 
Band  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  R.  S.  Buell,  $26; 
Meriden,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Parsons,  $125;  Middletown, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $65,  Ten 
Times  One  Circle,  $3;  Mill- 
ington,  Aux., $5,  Mt.  Carmel, 
Aux.,  $50;  ^ew  Haven, 
Dwight  Place  Ch.,  Aux., 
$60.75,  United  Ch.,  Aux., 
$142;  New  Milford,  Valley 
Wide-Awakes,  $50,  Golden 
Links,  $13;  New  Preston, 
Aux.,  $30;  North  Branford, 
Aux.,  $30;  Norwalk,  Aux., 
$100:  Portland,  Aux.,  $16, 
Work  and  Win  Circle,  $5; 
Roxbury,  Aux.,  $50:  Say- 
brook,  Seaside  M.  B.,  $20; 
Sou  til  bury,  Aux.,  $13.50; 
Stamford,  Tiny  Helpers,  $30; 
Torringford,  Aux.,  $17.60: 
Torrington ,    Cordelia     S. 


Crane,  $6:  Watertmry,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  ra  b7 
Mrs.  M.  Brooks  const.  X.  Bi. 
Mrs.  William  Cottte,  CU&.6D: 
Whitneyville,  Anz..  $80, 
Sunny  Ofrcle,  $50;  Wflton, 
Morning  Stars,  $38;  Winsted, 
M.  C,  $36,  Helen  Pitnum, 
„10  cts.,  $1,86195 

Stanford.— MiB.  F.  A.  Marsh,       1  00 
Windaor  Locks.  —A  Friend^  6  00 

Total,        $1,800  58 


NSW  TOBK. 
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Brockport.—A.  Friend,  $ 

New    York    CUy,—  Calvary, 

Presb.  Ch.,  Progress  M.  B.,  6  00 
New  York  State  Branch,— Mlaa 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Bing- 
hamton,  Anx.,  $10;  Brooklyn, 
Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  $160,  Puri- 
tan Ch.,  M.  B.,  $15,  Tompkins 
Ave.  Star  M.  S.,  $40;  Buffalo, 
Aux.,  $96:  G lover SYllle, 
Coral  Workers,  $14.84,  Wide- 
Awakes,  $13.63;  Homer^Aux., 
of  wh.  $26  const.  Hon.  Mem. 
Wm.  Fessenden  Hitchcock, 

8 rev.  contri.  const.  L.  M. 
[rs.  Clara  S.  Bindge,  $00; 
Poughkeepsie,  Aux.,  $26; 
Rochester,  Mt.  Hor  Miss*y 
Friends,  $10,  403  87 


Total, 


$408  77 


FLOBIDA. 

Sai^ord.—Mrs.  Moses  Lyman,     $5  00 
Winter  ParXc.— Aux.,  n  OO 


Total, 


$16  00 


OAIilFOBNIA. 

San  Diego.—  Clara,     Merriam, 
and  Grace  Harwood,  $2  00 


Total, 

MISSOURI. 

Sedalicu—ViTBt  Cong.  Ch.,  La- 
dies* For.  M.  S., 


$8  00 


Total, 


$19  00 
$19  00 


CANADA. 

Montreal,  Can.— For.  M.  S.  Cal- 
vary Ch.,  Miss'y  Needles,  $2  50 


Total, 


General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 


$2  60 

$6,875  30 

30  47 

3,987  88 


Total,         $10,399  66 


Miss  Habbiet  W.  Mat, 

A8s*t  Treas. 


INDIA. 
VILLAGE  WORK   NEAR  SHOLAPUK. 
We  gtya  a  (ew  eitraots  from  one  at  tin.  HardJng'a  late  Jonmal  letters  to 
sbow  how  a  large  part  ol  tbe  erangelistic  vork  in  done  in  the  Horathi  Mission. 

Barsi,  Febmary  2d. —  Again  onr  tent  is  pitched,  and  in  this  fine 
large  grove.  There  are  so  many  shady  trees  here  —  the  tamarind, 
the  uiBi,  the  mango,  and  a  species  of  the  banyan-tree.  The  birds 
here  make  music  all  day  long.  There  are  also  fine  fields  of  grain 
all  about  UE,  and  various  nells  which  supply  the  fields  with  water. 
Yery  early  in  the  morning  we  can  hear  the  wat«r  being  drawn,  up 
by  oxen.  They  draw  it  up  in  large  leather  bags,  and  as  the  men 
drive  the  oxen  back  and  forth,  to  and  from  the  well,  they  sing 
little  snatches  of  song,  wliich  are  often  quite  musical.  We  have 
visited  several  villages  in  the  last  week  or  two,  and  have  met  a 
kind  welcome  everywhere.  Often  in  going  from  place  to  place  we 
are  called  to  stop  liore  and  there,  and  are  cheered  by  seeing  the 
desire  to  know  more  of  something  better  and  higher  than  they 
possess.  We  had  communion  here  last  Sabbath  morning,  and  then 
Mr.  Harding  and  I  went  to  a  village  some  seven  miles  away,  a  part 
of  the  road  being  quite  stony.  After  a  service  there  we  staid 
and  talked  awhile  with  the  ChristianH.  We  were  very  glad  of  this 
opportunity,  as  we  cannot  often  visit  their  village.  A  little  child 
was  brought  forward  here  for  baptism.  The  parents  having  no 
name  for  it  we  were  called  upon  to  suggest  one.  Mr.  Harding 
gave  the  name  of  "Welfare,"  or  "Kalyan,"  to  the  little  one,  the 
Maratbi  word  being  very  smooth  and  pleasant,  and  quite  a  favorite 
with  tbe  natives. 

Paduli. —  We  are  once  more  with  the  Christians  in  this  region, 
who  always  seem  like  "  sheep  in  the  wilderness  " ;  and  yet  we  are 
continually  made  to  see  how  the  Lord  is  caring  for  them  and  teach- 
ing them  lessons  of  faith  and  trust.  Last  Sabbatli  the  morning 
service  was  in  tbe  solioolbouse  here,  and  tlie  communion  in  tbe 
afternoon  at  Watwad,  two  miles  away.  We  had  n  large  number 
present  at  both  meetings.  Two  adnlts  and  six  little  children  were 
baptized  by  Sir.  Harding.     One  of  the  two  wlio  united  with  this 
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little  church  was  an  interesting  young  woman  whose  mother,  being 
still  a  Hindu,  and  opposed  to  her  daughter's  coming  forward,  tried 
to  disturb  the  meeting.  As  the  daughter  stood  up  the  mother 
hurled  her  abusive  words  at  her,  and  at  others  as  well ;  but  through 
it  all  the  daughter  looked  so  calm  and  happy  she  quite  won  our 
hearts. 


•  •• 


LIFE  IN  BOMBAY. 

As  our  lesson  is  on  the  Maratbi  Mission  this  month,  we  recall  to  oar  read- 
ers the  welcome  Miss  Millard  received  at  the  Mission  Bungalow  in  Bombay  a 
few  mouths  ago,  the  boys  and  girls  drawn  up  on  either  side  of  the  drive,  wav- 
ing flags  and  cheering  with  a  will,  the  profusion  of  flowers  with  which  they 
garlanded  the  missionaries  around  their  shoulders  and  arms,  the  garlands  of 
the  new-comers  being  made  bright  with  tiny  mirrors  among  the  flowers. 
Miss  Millard  is  now  settled  in  the  missionary  compound,  which  includes  the 
boys*  boarding  hall  and  the  school-buildings  for  both  boys  and  girls.  But  the 
girls'  home  is  some  distance  away,  giving  them  a  walk  through  a  bad  part  of 
the  city.  This  is  one  thing  we  hope  to  see  changed.  We  add  tlie  description 
of  a  Hindu  dinner  party  given  by  Miss  Millard.    She  says :  — 

'^  I  am  sure  you  will  find  an  account  of  our  dinner  more  inter- 
esting than  partaking  of  it.  After  waiting  for  about  an  hour  in 
the  large  family  sitting-room,  we  were  invited  out  to  dinner.  On 
either  side  of  the  room  a  large  piece  of  linen  cloth  was  spread  on 
the  earthen  floor,  upon  which  we  were  to  sit.  In  front  of  each 
person  was  a  plantain  leaf,  in  the  centre  of  that  a  mould  of  rice, 
and  beside  that  the  curry.  In  one  course  was  a  mixture  of  plan- 
tains and  thickened  milk,  and  a  sweet  cake.  There  were  two  brass 
drinking-vessels,  and  a  cup,  dexterously  made  of  leaves,  for  cus- 
tard. Everything  had  to  be  eaten  with  the  fingers.  Even  the 
custard,  which  was  the  only  thing  I  could  eat  much  of,  had  to 
be  eaten  with  the  cake  folded  into  a  sort  of  spoon,  and  supped  out 
with  a  loud  noise,  that  being  considered  the  polite  thing  to  do. 
Sandal-wood  incense  was  burning  in  different  parts  of  the  room, 
and  was  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  me  while  eating.  It  was 
very  hard  to  get  up  after  sitting  on  our  feet  so  long,  and  I  was 
more  grateful  after  that  meal  than  I  had  ever  been  before,  that  I 
was  brought  up  in  a  Christian  land." 

*4>» 

WESTERN  TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  JENNIE  SMITH. 

SCHOOL   WORK  IN  MARSOVAN. 

The  Sultan's  recent  edict  forbidding  Mohammedans  to  attend 
our  school,  has  deprived  us  of  one  of  our  scholars;  but  the  one 
who  was  the  first  to  come  to  us  continues,  in  spite  of  the  prohibi- 
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tion.  We  have  become  very  much  attached  to  the  little  girl,  who 
has  exliibited  only  the  most  lovable  traits  of  character.  She  is 
making  good  progress  in  English,  in  which  I  am  her  teacher.  I 
am  teaching  an  action  song  in  English  to  her  and  three  other  little 
girls,  an  Armenian,  a  Greek,  and  Annie  Tracy,  thus  representing 
the  four  nationalities  in  the  city.  Would  you  not  like  to  hear 
them  when  they  sing  their  song  for  us  ? 

The  Jesuit  school  for  girls  has  been  closed,  as  the  priests  have 
other  uses  for  the  room  formerly  employed  for  that  purpose,|^nd, 
besides,  they  say  it  is  unnecessary  to  teach  girls !  That  is  not  the 
view  usually  taken  by  this  sect ;  but  whatever  the  reason  of  their 
action  may  be,  it  has  brought  us  several  new  scholars,  who  seem  to 
disagree  with  their  spiritual  leaders  on  the  subject  of  the  import- 
ance of  an  education.  One  of  the  pupils  who  has  come  to  us  was 
Mother  Superior  in  this  school.  Several  new  pupils  have  come 
from  old  Armenian  families,  and  Greek,  also,  and  every  seat  in 
the  school  is  occupied,  while  some  sit  on  the  floor.  Miss  Wright, 
perhaps,  spoke  of  our  need  for  new  desks.  The  need  increases 
daily,  and  I  hope  something  may  be  done  for  us  soon. 

Our  second  term  opened  January  20th,  and  at  that  time  I  began 
studying  Greek,  being  relieved  of  two  of  my  classes  by  my  father 
and  Mr.  Tracy.  I  spend  an  hour  a  day  in  the  Greek  department, 
listening  to  classes  and  reciting  with  one,  while  several  hours  are 
occupied  in  preparing  my  recitations  to  give  to  Miss  Aphrodite, 
■the  Greek  teacher. 

DEATH  OF   A  CONVERTED  MOHAMMEDAN. 

Last  Sunday  our  Mohammedan  brother,  Hadji  Haffus,  entered 
into  rest.  His  illness  did  not  seem  alarming  at  first,  but  he  was 
quite  aged,  and  the  remedies  applied  had  no  salutary  effect  upon 
him.  The  missionaries  and  the  Protestants  visited  him  frequently, 
and  testify  to  his  sincere  faith  and  devotion  to  Christ.  He  knew 
that  death  was  approaching,  and  contemplated  it  tranquilly.  He 
requested  that  no  dispute  be  raised  about  the  burial  of  his  body, 
and  accordingly,  when  the  Turkish  friends  and  officers  claimed  the 
right  to  bury  him,  they  were  not  opposed. 

SUFFERINGS   OF  THE   POOR. 

Mrs.  Tracy,  who  visits  a  great  deal  among  native  homes,  has 
been  stirred  with  indignation  lately  at  the  way  in  which  the  Arme- 
nian church  treats  the  poor.  The  suffering  is  very  great  —  nearly 
as  much  as  during  the  famine  thirteen  years  ago.  Families  that 
never  begged  before  do  so  now,  as  they  have  eaten  their  last  loaf. 
These  poor  people  go  to  their  own  people,  the  Armenians,  but 
receive  only  cold  words  for  their  pains.    The  Protestants,  on  the 
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contrary,  give  according  to  their  means,  and  rarely  send  away  a> 
supplicant.    One  of  the  Protestant  brethren  visited  a  poor  family, 
and  felt  keenly  for  their  destitution.     Noticing  the  woman's  thin 
and  ragged  clothing,  he  asked  if  that  were  the  only  dress  she  had. 
Hearing  that  it  was,  he  promised  to  send  her  one  of  his  wife's 
dresses,  and  urged  her  to  ask  help  from  the  people  of  her  own 
church.    The  next  day,  having  received  the  dress,  she  went  to  an 
influential  Armenian  and  told  him  her  story,  and  showed  him  the 
dresi^she  had  received.    He  listened  impatiently,  and  promised  Uy 
send  her  some  rice,  but  none  ever  came;  and  that  is  the  way  the^ 
poor  are  generally  treated  by  the  Armenians. 

Another  incident  illustrates  this.    A  poor  Greek  applied  to  an 
Armenian  woman  for  aid,  and  she  told  him  to  take  a  plate  and  sit^ 
at  the  church  door,  where  he  would  be  sure  to  receive  assistance* 
He  did  ■o,and  thirty-three  piastres  were  given  him ;  but  a  priest  said, 
*'  See  here,  that  is  too  much  for  you,"  and  he  took  twenty  of  them 
himself.    The  Greek  on  going  to  the  woman  to  return  the  plate,, 
told  her  what  had  occurred.    She  was  indignant,  and  taking  the 
plate  with  the  remainder  of  the  money  to  the  priest,  said  to  him,. 
*'  If  you  are  so  poor  that  you  are  obliged  to  beg,  take  this  in  addi- 
tion  to  the  twenty  piastres  you  took  from  this  beggar,  and  I  will 
make  up  the  amount  to  him  from  my  own  pocket."    This  bit  of 
satire  was  supplemented  by  the  information  that  if  he  did  not  re- 
turn the  money  she  would  tell  every  one  of  his  meanness.     He  re- 
turned it,  but  the  story  is  going  the  rounds,  causing  him  no  little 
discomfiture. 

Another  case  has  come  to  light  in  which  the  priests  effected 
their  robbery,  as  there  was  no  woman  to  champion  the  case.  A. 
poor  cobbler  asked  the  Armenian  church  for  assistance  in  build- 
ing a  house.  He  was  told  they  would  take  up  a  collection  for  him.. 
The  result  was  forty-sevien  piastres.  This  the  priests  said  was  too- 
much,  and  they  gave  him  twenty-five.  The  man  obtained  twice- 
that  from  the  Protestants  and  Catholics,  and  by  borrowing  some 
more  money  was  able  to  build  himself  a  tiny  house.  He  has  taken 
under  his  roof  two  blind  people,  and  is  very  happy  in  being  able  to 
help  those  who  are  poorer  than  himself. 

SCARCITY  OF  WORK. 

There  is  no  work  for  the  people  this  winter,  and  that  is  the 
reason  of  their  unusual  suffering.  Many  women  who  were  self- 
supporting  when  they  could  obtain  weaving  have  no  work  given 
them  now,  or  when  it  is  given  they  receive  only  three  cents  for  all 
they  can  weave  in  a  day  —  about  seven  or  eight  yards.  You  can 
imagine  how  many  sad  tales  come  to  us  daily,  and  how  often  we 
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are  called  upon  to  exercise  benevolence.  Yet  *'  the  Lord  is  mindful 
of  his  own,"  for  none  of  the  Protestants  are  in  such  extreme  circum- 
stances. One  of  the  poorest  tells  her  story  in  this  way:  "  There  is 
very  little  work,  but  some  days  I  can  weave  a  piece  of  cloth,  or  my 
husband  earns  a  few  paras  (cents) ;  the  children  go  to  school,  and 
when  they  come  home  in  the  evening  one  of  them  reads  the  Bible 
and  we  pray,  and  we  are  very  happy." 

Is  it  not  worth  while  to  give  the  gospel  to  these  people,  when 
some  of  the  most  ignorant  find  such  comfort  in  their  Bibles? 
Have  patience  with  me  while  I  give  the  outlines  of  one  more  touch- 
ing story.  A  poor  woman  who  does  not  beg  until  her  wants  be- 
"Come  extreme,  and  then  only  of  one  person,  came  to  Mrs.  Tracy, 
recently.  She  brought  a  little  girl  with  her,  pale  and  emaciated, 
and  disfigured  by  scrofula.  Mrs.  Tracy  asked  why  she  had  not 
brought  the  child  before,  that  she  might  have  her  cured.  The 
woman  did  not  know  she  could  find  medical  aid  here,  and  it  had 
never  occurred  to  her  that  the  child  could  be  cured. '  She  had  no 
money,  and  the  disease  seemed  to  her  inevitable.  This  poor  little 
girl,  only  eight  years  old,  has  been  earning  her  own  bread;  and  it 
has  been  literally  her  bread,  for  she  has  had  almost  nothing  else  to 
eat  for  months,  and  often  only  a  single  slice.  She  has  been  wind- 
ing cotton  for  a  woman  not  much  better  off,  and  would  work  from 
morning  till  night  to  receive  at  last  a  crust.  One  day  when  she 
reached  home  her  little  brother  snatched  the  bread  from  her,  and 
the  poor  child  went  to  bed  hungry,  and  moaned  all  night  with 
pain,  to  relieve  which  the  mother  had  neither  food  nor  medicine. 
Prom  Adana  and  Zeitoon,  and  from  China  also,  come  sad  tales  of 
want.  If  those  who  are  living  in  comfort  and  luxury^  would  inter- 
est themselves  in  others,  how  much  of  this  suffering  might  be 
relieved  I 

•  •■ 
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STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 

WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE  MARATHI  MISSION. 

Lady  Missionaries :  Name  and  locate  them. 

Girls^  Boarding  School  in  Bombay, 

School  for  Christian  Children  in  Bombay. 

What  is  the  Work  of  Miss  Condict  and  Miss  James  in  Bombay  f 

"  Lend  a  Hand  Society ,*'  of  Bombay.  Its  branch,  the  '*  Oppor- 
"tunity  Seekers." 

An  Open  Door  at  Par  el :  What  coincidence  in  the  beginning  of 
this  work  ? 

Girls^  Boarding  School  at  Ahmednagar:  Its  aim ;  the  Normal  De- 
5>artment.  How  many  pupils  ?  How  many  united  with  the  church 
last  year?    How  many  went  to  new  fields  of  labor? 

Miss  S,  J,  Hume^s  Work :  What  did  she  do  during  her  brother's 
'Absence? 
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High^aste  Girls*  School  in  Ahmednagar, 

The  **  Chapin  Home,'* 

Work  Among  the  Women  in  Ahmednagar. 

Work  of  the  Bible-women :  To  how  many  people  have  they  spoken 
the  Word  during;  the  year?  How  many  at  work  in  the  Mission?* 
What  volunteer  work?    Their  annual  meeting, 

Girl^  School  at  Sirur :  Mrs.  Winsor's  work;  interest  in  Bible 
study. 

Jvork  at  Satara :  Zenanas ;  wayside  teaching. 

Wadale:  Bible-women;  semi-annual  Bible  examination  of 
Christian  women. 

The  BaWodh  Mewa,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Hume,  editor.  What  is  it  ?  What- 
classes  does  it  reach? 

Translation :  What  books  recently  translated  by  ladies? 

Helps :  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  American  Board,  the  W.  B. 
M.,  and  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  contain  information  on  sevei*al  of  these 
topics.  The  Report  of  the  Marathi  Mission  for  1887  is  rich  in  both 
fact  and  anecdote.  The  Herald  for  '87  contains  letters  from  this- 
Mission  on  pp.  230,  400,  and  534;  Herald,  '88,  pp.  119, 165, 214.  Sah- 
yadri  Mountains,  in  February  number,  is  interesting  for  young- 
people. 

See  also  Life  and  Light,  '87,  pp.  44, 47, 469,  and  '88,  pp.  81,  92, 128.. 

<♦> 


It  was  a  delightful  but  a  very  unique  group  of  women  that  as- 
sembled,  at  the  call  of  Mrs.  Blatchford,  in  her  beautiful  and  hos- 
pitable home  a  few  weeks  ago.  There  were  the  medical  professor 
of  high  standing,  members  of  The  Fortnightly  our  Chicago  Sorosis, 
women  of  wealth  as  well  as  culture,  women  with  a  life-long  inter- 
est  in  foreign  missions,  those  to  whom  the  theme  was  as  a  frag- 
ment of  an  unknown  tongue,  and  even  some  who  denied  the  wis- 
dom of  sending  money  and  brains  and  love  abroad  when  they  are 
so  much  needed  at  home.  It  was  indeed  a  curious  group  that  the- 
potency  of  our  hostess'  little  card  drew  together  to  listen  to  Mrs. 
Colgate  Baker,  formerly  Miss  Lynde,  of  Milwaukee,  but  for  many^ 
years  a  resident  in  Japan.  Mrs.  Baker  did  not  go  out  as  a  mis- 
sionary, but  as  the  Christian  wife  of  a  business  man.  Her  presence 
must  have  been  a  strong  influence  for  good  in  the  native  social  life,, 
as  well  as  a  comfort  and  strength  to  those  whom  we  have  sent 
there.  It  will  readily  be  seen  that  her  testimony  to  the  work  our 
missionaries  are  doing  is  especially  valuable  in  being  from  an  out- 
side standpoint.  Her  portrayal  of  the  need  and  peril  of  Japanese 
women,  in  this  era  of  awakened  ambition  and  transition  from  the 
old  life  to  the  new,  was  graphic  and  penetrating,  and  her  tes- 
timony to  the  work  our  missionaries  are  doing  was  glowing- 
and  emphatic.  Of  our  Miss  Dudley  she  spoke  in  most  affectionate 
admiration.  Devoted  to  her  task,  self-denying  to  an  extreme, 
Mrs.  Baker  said  she  could  draw  her  away  for  an  hour  or  two  of 
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recreation  only  by  pleading  her  own  need  of  counsel  and  sym- 
pathy. Only  one  criticism  was  made  upon  our  work,  and  that 
related  to  our  too  rigid  and  perhaps  shortsighted  economy. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  brief  space  to  give  any  synopsis  of  this 
elegant  parlor-lecture  upon  missionary  effort  in  Japan.  Attention 
is  called  to  it  as  a  happy  instance  of  using  the  methods  of  *'  the 
children  of  this  world." 

Before  departing,  friends  chatted  a  few  moments  informally 
over  a  cup  of  fragrant  tea  or  chocolate,  with  sandwiches  and  cake; 
and  then  went  their  way  with  new  thoughts  of  what  it  means  to 
live  in  this  day  and  generation. 

Why  should  the  elegant  homes  of  our  Christian  land  be  opened 
to  lectures  on  art,  or  science,  or  literature,  rather  than  to  an  equally 
able  exposition  of  the  progress  and  requirements  of  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  ?  And  how  is  it  that  nominally  Christian  women  can  be 
more  interested  in  some  one  little  department  of  God's  great  plan 
than  in  his  work  of  regenerating  a  nation,  which  includes  all  cul- 
tivating and  philanthropic  arts?  L.  p.  n. 


|W  \\t  €n^\ 
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BY  MISS  JENNIE  C.  CHAPIN. 


We  are  sorry  the  Coral  Workers  could  not  have  had  this  letter  from  the 
Bridgman  School  a  few  mouths  ag:o,  when  they  were  studying  China  in  all 
their  mission-band  meetings.  But  they  will  like  to  read  it  to  find  out  what 
their  money  is  helping  to  do,  and  then  we  hope  they  will  keep  it  for  reference 
till  the  time  to  study  China  comes  around  again.  —  Ed. 

As  there  are  so  many  Sabbath-schools  and  little  mission  circles 
in  the  United  States  which  help  to  support  the  Bridgman  School, 
in  Peking,  China,  and  which  are  not  in  direct  communication  with 
it  by  letter,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  write  a  little  account  of  its 
present  condition,  that  those  whose  money  is  invested  in  the 
school  may  know  how  it  is  prospering. 

Those  who  have  long  been  interested  in  the  school  will  remem- 
ber that  about  seven  years  ago  the  premises  were  enlarged,  the 
dormitories  rebuilt,  and  a  new  building  was  put  up  containing  the 
schoolroom  and  dining-room.  This  building,  instead  of  having  a 
brick  floor  and  paper  front,  as  the  dormitory  buildings  do,  and 
which  is  the  style  of  all  Chinese  buildings,  has  a  board  floor  and 
brick  front,  with  glass  windows.  As  we  do  not  wish  to  accustom 
the  girls  to  luxuries  which  they  can  never  have  in  their  homes 
^ter  they  leave  the  school,  we  had  up  to  that  time  had  the  school- 
room in  a  purely  Chinese  building.  But  as  sitting  with  their  feet 
on  a  cold  brick  floor  all  day  gave  the  children  frosted  feet,  from 
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which  they  suffered  a  great  deal,  we  concluded  it  was  best  to 
build  the  new  schoolroom  in  a  different  way, — especially  as  we 
reflected  that  in  their  future  homes  they  would  have  no  occasion 
to  sit  still  all  day,  as  thev  do  in  school.  Moreover,  in  their  homes 
the  rooms  are  small;  and  when  the  women  sit  down  to  sew,  they 
always  sit  on  their  warmed  brick  beds,  with  their  feet  crossea 
uuder  them  in  "Turk-fashion."  The  schoolroom  was  fitted  up  in 
foreign  st^le,  with  patent  school-desks  from  Boston.  If  you  were 
to  be  led  into  the  room  blindfolded,  and  then  the  bandage  to  be 
suddenly  removed  from  your  eyes,  I  think  you  would  hardly 
realize  that  you  were  not  in  a  pleasant  schoolroom  in  the  UniteoL 
States.  The  room  will  seat  forty  girls.  There  is  a  platform  at  one 
end  of  the  room,  on  which  is  a  schoolroom  table,  corresponding  to 
the  desks.  There  are  also  two  chairs  on  the  plaftorm,  where  the 
missionary  teachers  sit  when  they  are  in  the  room.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  room  stands  a  coal-stove  in  the  winter;  and  on  the 
north  side  of  the  room,  in  a  line  with  the  stove,  stands  a  square 
table,  with  a  chair  beside  it,  where  the  Chinese  teacher4sits.  Near 
this  table,  but  on  the  east  side  of  the  room,  is  a  door  leading  into 
the  dining-room.  Opposite  to  the  Chinese  teacher's  table,  and  on 
the  south  side  of  the  room,  is  the  outer  door  of  the  schoolroom 
opening  on  to  a  little  veranda.  There  are  four  large  glass  windows 
in  the  room,  two  on  the  north  side  and  two  on  the  south.  In  the 
winter  these  windows  all  have  hanging  plants  or  pots  of  plants 
standing  on  the  window-sills.  Each  girl  has  her  pot  of  flowers, 
which  she  tends 'with  loving  care.  On  the  walls  hang  a  good  num- 
ber of  pictures,  and  on  one  side  a  clock.  There  is  also  a  parlor- 
organ  in  the  room,  upon  which  a  number  of  the  girls  take  lessons, 
and  some  of  them  learn  to  play  very  well.  For  a  number  of  years 
one  of  the  girls  has  been  our  organist  for  Sabbath  services  in  the 
chapel,  ana  plays  very  correctly.  In  the  winter  the  schoolroom  is 
kept  comfortably  warm  all  the  time,  and  in  the  evening  it  is  lighted 
with  a  lianging-lamp,  so  the  girls  may  sit  there  to  study,  or  work, 
or  practice  on  the  organ. 

The  two  lines  of  buildings  in  which  are  the  dormitories,  also 
the  schoolroom,  all  face  the  south ;  so  they  are  bright  with  sun- 
shine in  the  winter,  and  in  the  summer  they  are  able  to  catch  what- 
ever cool  breezes  are  blowing,  for  they  mostly  come  from  the 
south.  In  front  of  each  of  these  three  buildings  is*  a  good-sized 
court,  containing  trees  and  shrubs,  and  also  plo'ls  of  earth  of 
sufficient  size  to  give  each  of  the  girls  a  little  bed  to  cultivate,  in 
which  she  may  raise  flowers  or  vegetables,  as  she  chooses.  They 
enjoy  working  in  these  beds,  and  it  is  also,  undoubtedly,  conducive 
to  their  health.  They  very  seldom  have  serious  illnesses,  though 
we  do  occasionally  have  the  trial  of  losing  one  of  our  dear  girls  by 
death.  Last  spring  one  was  snatched  away  by  quick  consumption, 
after  having  been  sick  less  than  six  weeks.  She  came  from  a  very 
poor  and  low  family;  and  from  degraded  and  vicious  parents  she 
had  inherited  a  weak  constitution,  and  a  tendency  to  pulmonary 
affections.  She  had  been  a  professing  Christian  for  more  than  a 
year  before  her  death;  and  in  her  last  illness  she  expressed  her 
willingness  to  die,  and  her  great  thankfulness  that  she  had  been 
brought  to  this  school,  where  she  had  learned  of  the  Saviour.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  we  now  have  another  girl  who  we  fear  is  goinjif 
with  the  same  disease.      This  is  a  vely  different  case  from  the 
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other,  however,  as  she  belongs  to  a  good  family.  But  her  mother 
died  young  of  consumption,  and  this  daughter  has  undoubtedly 
inherited  her  weakness.  She  is  the  brightest  girl  we  have  in 
school ;  is  our  organist ;  and  is  betrothed  to  one  of  the  nice  boys 
in  the  Tung-cho  School,  who  is  preparing  to  be  a  preacher.  It 
will  be  a  great  loss  to  us  if  she  is  taken  away;  and  we  are  trying 
every  means  that  medical  skill  can  suggest  to  save  her,  and  we  do 
not  wholly  despair  of  her  recovery.  She  is  the  younger  sister  of 
the  young  Christian  teacher  who  for  more  than  a  year  has  been 
such  a  comfort  to  us.  The  teacher  was  formerly  a  pupil  in  the 
school,  and  was  one  of  our  most  reliable,  lovable  girls.  She  used 
.  to  say  to  us  that  she  wished  never  to  marry,  but  to  be  a  teacher, 
like  her  missionary  teachers.  But  we  knew  her  friends  would 
never  consent  to  that,  as  the  only  respectable  career  for  a  Chinese 
girl  is  to  marry.  More  than  two  years  ago  she  left  us  to  be  married 
to  a  young  man  who  was  a  professing  Christian,  and  we  all  hoped 
that  she  had  entered  upon  a  happy  and  useful  life.  But  her  path- 
way was  very  soon  overshadowed  with  clouds.  Her  husband's 
health  began  to  fail,  and  his  family  treated  her  very  unkindly.  In 
less  than  a  year  from  the  time  she  was  married  her  husband  died; 
and  when  we  offered  to  take  her  as  Chinese  teacher  for  the  school, 
she  was  very  happy  to  return  to  us  in  that  capacity.  And  so  the 
desire  of  her  heart  is  granted,  and  the  way  has  been  opened  for 
her  to  become  a  teacher,  and  under  conditions  that  make  it  seem 
entirely  proper  and  respectable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese.  She 
says  that  she  thinks  the  Lord  permitted  her  to  pass  through  that 
experience  of  trial  and  sorrow  to  teach  her  patience,  that  she 
might  be  the  better  fitted  to  help  us  in  the  school.  And  we  grate- 
fully recognize  the*  hand  of  the  Lord  in  thus  preparing  for  us  just 
the  kind  of  a  helper  for  which  we  have  sighed  and  longed.  We 
had  hitherto  always  been  obliged  to  employ  as  Chinese  teacher  in 
the  school,  old  men  who  were  heathen,  and  whose  influence  in  the 
school  could  not  but  be  chilling,-  even  though  they  did  not  openly 
declare  themselves  hostile  to  Christianity.  But  this  young  woman 
instructs  the  pupils  in  their  Christian  books,  and  looks  after  their 
morals  and  manners,  both  in  school  and  out,  as  no  man  could  do. 
We  see  the  good  effect  of  her  influence  in  many  ways.  Her  con- 
stant presence  with  the  children  has  greatly  improved  their  gen- 
eral behavior;  and  the  missionary  teachers  have  far  less  of  quarrels 
and  other  troubles  to  settle  among  the  girls  than  formerly.  Three 
of  our  larger  girls  have  been  married  within  the  past  few  months; 
and  some  others  have  left  on  account  of  poor  health,  or  for  other 
causes.  So  our  numbers  are  less  just  now  than  they  have  been  for 
some  years  before.  But  within  the  past  few  days  we  have  received 
applications  from  four  girls  who  desire  to  enter  the  school;  so  we 
hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  our  numbers  shall  again  come  up  to 
their  normal  figure.  Only  four  of  our  girls  are  at  present  mem- 
bers of  the  church;  but  six  more  have  been  received  on  probation, 
and  we  hope  that  ere  long  they  may  be  received  to  full  communion. 
There  are,  also,  several  others  who  say  they  wish  to  be  Christians. 
The  school  has  never  seemed  to  be  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition 
than  at  present.  We  feel  that  the  many  prayers  that  have  been 
offered  up  for  it  have  been  and  are  now  being  answered.  But  we 
"want  to  ask  you  to  continue  to  pray  still  more  earnestly  for  us, 
especially  for  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  us,  that  shall 
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lead  these  girls  up  to  higher,  more  consecrated  lives,  and  that  they 
may  all  become  earnest  workei*s  for  the  Master.  And  will  you  not 
pray  for  this  same  baptism  of  the  Spirit  for  the  young  teacher,  and 
also  for  the  missionary  teachers? 


-♦♦♦- 


In  the  weekly  meeting  which  we  hold  at  53  Dearborn  Street, 
Chicago,  it  has  often  seemed  to  us  that  we  were  brought  very  near 
to  our  dear  missionaries,  and  they  to  us,  while  asking  our  Heavenly 
Father's  blessing  upon  them.  We  meet  them  at  the  Throne  of 
Grace.  That  these  dear  ones  may  have  the  comfort  of  knowing 
when  we  together  speak  their  names  in  our  Father's  ear,  we  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  plan :  On  the  first  Fridajr  of  each  month 
we  pray  for  each  mission,  as  follows,  beginning  in  Novem- 
ber with  Mexico;  December,  Micronesia;  January,  Northern 
Japan;  February,  Southern  Japan;  March,  China;  April,  Madura 
and  Ceylon;  May,  Alimednagar;  June,  East  and  Central  Turkey; 
July,  West  and  European  Turkey;  August,  Zulu  Mission,  Africa; 
September,  West  Central  Africa;  October,  Spain. 


-♦♦V- 


CORRECTION. 

We  desire  to  correct  a  statement  which  made  part  of  the  memo* 
rial  tribute  to  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Porter  in  our  March  number.  The 
chapel  bell  referred  to  as  a  thank-offering  for  her  daughtei*'s  return 
has  not  yet  been  sent  to  Pang  Chuang,  various  circumstances 
having  conspired  to  defer  the  execution  of  a  purpose  which  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Porter  formed  about  that  time,  and  which  is  soon  to  be 
carried  out.  Ed. 
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13.66;  Evanston,  Y.  L.,  51; 
ElgiUt  Y.  L.,  54;  GhreenviUe, 
Y.  P.,  10:  Griggsvilley  Y.  L. 
25;  Gridley,  Y.  P.,  15.50; 
Gaies6urg',Fir8t  Ch.  of  Christ, 
Y.  L.,  14.50;  fluntley,  Harves- 
ters, 2.38;  Hinsdale,  Y.  L.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Kate  Thurnian 
Williamson,  2^ \  Jacksonville, 
Y.  L.,  20;  Ottawa,  Y.L.,  41.75; 
Peoria,  Y.  L.,  20.75;  Piano, 
Y.  L.,  6;  Paxton,  Y.  P.,  15; 
St.  Charles,  Theodora  Soc'y, 
5;  Sycamore,  5.78;  Wilmetie, 
16.90;  Wayne,  Y.  L.,  4.66,  644  52 

Juvenile:  Buda,  Cheerful 
Workers,  15;  Chicago,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  Children's  E.  S., 
5,  Union  Park  Ch.,  M.  Band, 
42;  Cambridge,  Tiy  Band,  5; 
Elgin,  M.  Band,  15 ;  Farming- 
ton,  Busy  Bees,  5;  Geneva,  M. 


Band,  2.80;  Gridley,  Busy 
Bees,  6 ;  GaXesburg,  First  Ch., 
M.  Band,  14 ;  Huntley,  Acorn 
Band,  7;  Kenwood,  £y.  Ch., 
M.  Band,  20;  Lacon,  M.  Band, 
5;  Moline,  Children's  Band, 
3.13 ;  Marseilles,  Helping 
Hands,  60 ;  Maiden,  Birthday 
Band,  5;  Olney,  M.  Band, 
2.50;  Ottawa,  Willing:  Work- 
ers, 8.25;  Peoria,  M.  Builders, 
41;  Paxton,  M.  Band,  15; 
Bockford,  Second  Ch.,  Sun- 
shine Band,  3.28;  SpriTiQfleld, 
Little  Helen's  Memorial  Pen- 
nies, 3.65;  Sandwich,  Lamp- 
lighters, 5.64;  St.  Charles, 
Morning  Star  Band,  4;  WH- 
mette,Bu8y  Bees,8.63 ;  Irayne, 
6 ;  Woodstock,  20.33,  328  41 


Total, 


2,033  89 


Supplemental  Report,  April  1  to  15. 


Chicago,  Western  Ave.  Ch.,  18, 
Lincoln  Park  Ch.,  48.60; 
Evanston,  148.96;  Hinsdale, 
30.19;  Kenwood,  65.04;  Rock- 
ford,  Second  Ch.,  13;  Prince- 
ton, 32.25,  356  04 

Junior:  Chicago,  South  Ch., 
Y.  L.  S.,  25;  Dundee,  King's 
Daughters  and  their  Brothers, 
10,  Literary  Soc'y,  5;  Gran- 
ville, 30;  Waverly,  Earnest 
Workers,  10,  80  00 

Juvenile  :  Chicago,  Leavitt  St. 
Ch.,  Beacon  Lights,  25;  New 
Windsor,  Buds  of  Promise,  3,   28  00 

Sunday-school:  Dundee,  46  00 

Thank-offering:  Coll.  at  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Geneseo,  60  00 

Sale  of  cushion,  1  00 


Total, 


INDIANA. 


$660  04 


Branch.— Mrs.  N.  A.  Hyde,  of 
Indianapolis,  Treas.  Terre 
Haute,  16  00 


Total, 


16  00 


IOWA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grinnell,  Treas.  Council 
Bluffs,  11.22;  Durant,  Mrs.  S. 
M.  "Button,  5;  Grinnell,  12.75; 
Iowa  City,  9;  Marshalltoum, 
to  const.  Mrs.  Dr.  Jas.  Lang, 
L.  M.  25;  Mason  City,  6;  Os- 
kaloosa,  5;  Watertho,  Mrs. 
Bamberger  and  Mrs.  Forry,  2,    76  97 

Juvenile:  Red  Oak,  Pearl- 
Gatherers,  4  50 

Sunday-schools  :  Des  Moines, 
Plymouth  Ch.,  41  66 


Famine  relief  fund,  for 
Turkey:  Newberg,l.&h',  Gil- 
man,  Aux.,  5.05,  Johnie  and 
Rhea  Houston,  1.30,  8  00 


Total, 


KANSAS. 


130  12 


Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  Leavenworth,  Treas. 
Lawrence,  27.26,  Y.  L.,  60,  77  25 


Total, 

MICHIGAN. 


77  26 


Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Alma,  9; 
Detroit,  First  Ch.,  35.30; 
EssexvUle,  2;  Grand  Rapids, 
First  Ch.,  30;  Newaygo,  3.15', 
Olivet,  7.69;  St.  Ignace,  10; 
Vermontvaie,  15,  112  74 

Junior:  Ithaca,  1;  Manistee, 
11.63;  Newaygo,  6;  Pontiac, 
15,  33  68 


Total, 


MINNESOTA. 


146  27 


Branch.- Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Northfield,  Treas. 
Austin,  10.50;  Benson,  4.25; 
Excelsior,  7.13;  Hamilton,  10; 
Marshall,  5;  Minneapolis, 
Second  Ch.,  12,  Plymouth  Ch., 
106 ;  Northfield,  18.60 ;  Roches- 
ter, 2».%h\  Sauk  Centre,  2^.10; 
Stillwater, 2.70;  Waseca,nM; 
Winona,  81.85,  332  64 

Junior:  Minneapolis,  'Ply-* 
mouth,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  32;  North- 
Jleld,  Carleton  College,  Aux., 
10;  JFinona,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  60,       92  00 
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JuvKinLE:  Benaout  S*  S.,  2; 
Dodge  Centre^  Dayspring  M. 
Band,  1 ;  Elk  River,  M.  Band, 
6 ;  HamUtorif  Little  Reapers, 
%,26\MinneapoliSt  Open  Door 
M.  Baud,2 ;  Northjletd,  Cong'l 
S.  S.,  64.71;  St.  Poult  Park 
Gh.,  M.  Band,  13,  •     94  06 


Total, 


518  60 


MISSOURI. 


Bbavoh.— Mrs.   J.    H.  Drew, 

3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Treas.  AmUyt  3.80; 
Brookfleldfi.^  'fBreckenridget 
lO.eo  ;Cameront  10 ;  Carthage, 
11;  Manni^al,  14.50;  Kansas 
City, Clyde  Cli.,29.70;  Laclede, 
5 ;  MeadviUe,  6.60 ;  Neosho,  10; 
Pierce  City,  15;  Springfield, 
First  Ch.,  16.90,  Central  Cb., 
12.50;  St.  Joseph,  16.41;  St. 
Louis,  First  Ch.,  102,  Pilgrim 
Ch.,  86,  Third  Ch.,  20,  V\y- 
mouth  Ch.,  17,  Fifth  Ch.,6.50; 
Webster  Groves,  74,  473  81 

Junior:  Amity,  Jewels,  25; 
St.  Louis,  First  Ch.,  Y.  L., 
40,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Y.  L.,  75; 
Hyde  Park,  Gleaners,  9.39,       149  39 

Juvenile:  Breckenridge,  5; 
Pierce  City,  M.  Band,  4.50; 
Sprinjgfiela,  Central  Ch.,  M. 
Hand,  2;  St.  Louis,  First  Ch., 
Ready  Hands,  110,  Pilgrim 
Workers,  6,  127  60 


Total, 


NBW  HAMPSHIRE. 


760  70 


i/anover.— Mrs.  S.  C.  Bartlett, 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Gertrude 
Longley,  26  00 


Total, 


OHIO. 


26  00 


BRA170H.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely, 
of  Elyria,  Treas.  Brooklyn, 
27;  Burton,  10;  Elyria,  92.50; 
Lyme,  26.45;  Oberlin,  141; 
Spririgfield,  9;  SteubenviJle, 
10;  Unionville,  15.75,  331  70 

Junior:  Brooklyn,  Y.  P.  M.  C, 
4.95;  Kinsman,  Y.  P.  M.  S.,  15,    19  95 

Juvenile:  Brooklyn,  Waste 
Not  Society,  38.88,  38  88 


Total, 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 


390  53 


Branch.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Stickney, 
of  'Harwood,  Treas.  i/iar- 
wood,  3  00 

Total,  3  00 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Brakoh.— Mn.  F.  D.  Wfldflr, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  PlaaUtit^ 
ton,  2.78;  Volga,  2.86;  Tanh- 
ton,  7.46,  18  OB 


Total, 


ROOKT  MOUNTAnf. 


18  06 


Branoh.— Mrs.  Hiram  R  J'ones, 
of  South  Pueblo,  Col.,  Treas. 
Colora^do  Springs,  26 ;  Denver, 
First  Ch.,  50,  Second  Ch., 
18.90 :  HighZandlake,  18;  Long- 
mont,  4.63 ;  Pttotlo,  18.36,  181  88 

Juvenile:  Denver,  West  Ch., 
Roselle  Band,  6;  Longmovit, 
S.  S.,  9.71,  U  71 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


148  69 


Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Cobuiii,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  Beloit, 
First  Ch.,  40;  Broumtoivn, 
1.10;  Bloomer,  4.20:  Berlin, 
10;  Leeds,  4.10;  Milwaukee, 
Grand  Ave.  Ch.,  40,  Pilgrim 
Ch.,  12.25;  JFhitewater,  7,         118  65 

Junior:  Eau  Claire,  Cheerful 
Givers,  17.50;  Fond  du  Imc, 
Agapean  Society,  10;  Wa/u- 
waiosa,  Y.  L.,  16.26,  43  75 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 
miscellaneous. 


162  40 
13  04 

149  86 


Sale  of  leaflets,31.1 8;  envelopes, 
66  cts. ;  charts,  1.60;  thank-off- 
ering boxes,  3.24;  advertise- 
ment, 26, 

Total, 

GOLD  RING  FUND. 


61  67 
6167 


For  Ruk  School,Miorone8IA: 
CaWomia,  Los  Angeles,  M. 
H.  P.,  2;  Illinois,  Chicago,  V. 
B.  A.,  5;  Nutida,  M.  L.  W.,  1; 
Maryland,  Deer  Park,  M.  J. 
D.,  50  cts. ;  Minnesota,  Fari- 
bault, 2;  Glyndon,  S.  N.  M., 
25  cts.;  Ohio,  Rittman,  R.  J. 
B.,  1 ;  Wisconsin,  Brandon,  1: 
Delavan,  A.  I.  H.,  1,  Box  at 
Rooms,  1.45,  15  20 

Total,  15  20 

Receipts  for  month,  5,040  80 

Previously  acknowledged,      13,818  04 

Total  since  October,  818,868  84 


MONTHLY  MEETINGS. 

Oua  meetings  are  of  a  varied  character,  and  aerve  to  broaden 
our  couceptioQ  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  as  we  look  through  mis- 
sionary letters  from  one  luminous  point  to  another,  from  which 
the  light  of  God  is  to  spread  ahroad  over  all  the  earth.  The  prom- 
ises of  Scripture  stir  us  with  a  fresh  sense  of  their  certainty  and 
grandeur  as  we  read  them  together,  and  our  communion  is  sweet 
with  him  whose  blessing  comes  to  our  souls  while  we  bow  in  united 
prayer  for  the  salvation  of  the  world.  Our  hearts  have  been  drawn 
together  once  and  again  in  the  sacre 
during  these  recent  days. 

Mrs.  Tbobum,  who  was  linked  to 
the  cause  of  missions,  has  entered  ii 
intelligence  that  Mrs.  Crawford,  of  i 
suddenly  taken  from  the  threshold  of 
thought  the  culture  of  her  collegiati 
great  usefulness 
the  Atlantic  shi 


bond  of  ; 
I  by  her  peculiar  interest  in 


5  the 


Broosa  acliool,  has  heen 
o;-Tioe.  We  had 
preparation  tor 
Turkey,  but  God  had  another  purpose.  From 
where  her  kindred  dwell,  to  this  coast,  upon 
which  roll  the  Pacific  breakers,  our  land  is  moved  with  sympathy 
for  that  bereaved  liousehold  far  away  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
where  Mrs.  Crawford  gave  up  her  young  life  to  God,  Who  can 
measure  tlie  holy  activities  of  her  heavenly  service! 

From  distant  Micronesia  comes  the  news  of  Mr.  Logan's  death, 
and  we  sit  dumb  before  the  mystery  of  his  removal  from  the  work 
lie  loved.  Again  from  coast  to  coast,  on  mountain  and  plain,  the 
Church  is  mourning  for  his  loss,  while  she  takes  up  the  triumphant 
atrain, 

"  Servant  of  God,  well  donel " 
It  was  our  privilege  not  long  a^  to  welcome  Kev.  A.  H.  Bumell 
and  wife,  of  the  Madura  Mission,  who  are  seeking  rest  and  strength 
in  this  favored  land.  Mi's.  Bui'nell  spoke  in  an  earnest,  impassioned 
way  of  her  loved  work  among  the  women  and  girls  of  India,  and 
we  listened  to  her  with  special  interest;  for  it  is  just  such  work 
that  we  are  helping  our  beloved  friend,  Mrs.  Perkins,  to  accom- 
plish ill  that  most  interesting  field. 

The  meetings  of  our  Young  Ladies'  Branch  have  been  inspiring 
and  helpful,  and  we  rejoice  with  them  in  their  enlarging  work, 
(MI) 
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The  north  wind  brings  us  the  stimulus  of  those  consecrated  efforts 
which  promise  to  make  our  Oregon  and  Washington  Branch  a 
growing  power  in  the  cause  of  missions. 

May  God  hasten  the  day  when  all  this  Western  border,  from 
Puget  Sound  to  her  southern  limit,  shall  be  awake  to  the  glorious 
possibilities  that  lie  before  her  in  the  advancing  kingdom  of  Christ! 


Died  in  liio  Vista,  Cal.,  Feb.  21,  1888,  Mrs.  Hannah  Tabor  Tho- 
burn,  aged  88  years. 

Mrs.  Thoburn  was  the  oldest  member  of  our  Board,  and  a  pio- 
neer in  woman's  foreign  missionary  work  upon  this  coast. 

"  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 


INDIA. 

We  are  kindly  permitted  to  print  extracts  from  a  private  letter  from  Rev  * 
James  C.  Perkins,  of  Mandapasalai,  Southern  India,  a  station  of  which  he  has 
recently  assumed  the  care. 

Yestbbday  I  i*ode  to  a  large  village,  where  we  have  a  native 
pastor.  There  we  had  a  meeting,  and  I  preached.  The  church  ia 
a  neat  little  place,  needing  a  brick  floor,  as  it  now  is  only  mud,  and 
some  time  ago  money  was  sent  for  to  the  Board,  and  the  news  haa 
just  come  granting  the  money,  rupees  fifty,  which  rejoices  the 
people.  The  repairs  will  cost  more,  but  they  will  raise  something 
toward  it. 

There  is  another  pleasant  episode  in  connection  with  a  little 
church  in  a  village  one  mile  farther  on.  A  faithful  catechist  had 
been  so  impressed  with  the  need  of  a  little  church,  that,  as  the 
mission  had  no  money  to  give  him,  he  decided  to  give  his  own 
money  to  the  Lord,  and  try  to  raise  the  necessary  amount  to  build. 
For  some  years  he  has  been  laboring  and  praying,  and  succeeded  in 
getting  the  building  up  all  but  the  roof,  and  there  it  stuck  for  two 
years.  But  he  hold  on  praying  for  the  money,  and  I  think  showed 
a  good  deal  of  faith  to  hold  on  for  two  years  without  that  roof,. 
everything  at  a  standstill.  A  good  many  natives  would  have  given 
it  up,  and  sold  it  to  some  ricli  native  for  a  house  or  storehouse. 

Well,  I  had  determined  to  be  the  Lord's  instrument  in  an- 
swering the  man's  faith,  and  was  going  to  take  the  money  you  sent 
and  finish  the  roof;  but  before  I  could  go  there,  by  the  last  mail 
the  money  came  from  the  Board  for  that  church.  I  saw  the  man 
yesterday,  and  he  was  delighted  over  it,  and  as  soon  as  the  rain  is 
over  the  church  will  be  finished  and  dedicated.  I  am  glad  to  have 
such  a  worker.  .  .  .  The  post-office  is  on  my  own  compound,  in  a 
little  house  attached  to  the  boys'  boarding-school  building,  so  I  do 
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not  have  far  to  go  for  the  mail.  It  is  brought  from  the  railroad, 
twenty  miles  away,  by  runners;  and  if  you  are  passing  along  the 
road  any  afternoon  near  Mandapasalai,  you  can  see  a  black  native, 
nothing  on  but  a  girdle,  with  the  mail-bag  on  his  head,  and  a  long 
spear  in  his  hand  to  protect  him,  with  bells  on  the  spear,  which 
keep  up  a  perfect  jingle  as  he  runs  as  a  precaution  against  snakes 
on  the  road  at  night,  for  they  will  get  out  of  the  way  of  noises.  It 
seems  curious,  sometimes,  when  I  look  at  him,  to  think  that  the 
San  Francisco  mail  is  in  that  bag,  after  having  traversed  so  many 
thousands  of  miles.  The  world  is  not  so  large,  after  all;  and  we, 
followers  of  the  great  King,  ought  to  have  spanned  it  long  ago  in 
the  interests  of  his  kingdom ! 

4.4^ 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 
FROM  MRS.   HOLBROOK. 

Tfie  Young  for  Christ — Some  months  ago  Mr.  Wilcox  held  a 
series  of  meetings  here,  and,  under  God,  many  of  the  young  peo- 
ple seemed  led  to  take  the  final  step,  and  God  took  them  and  for- 
gave them  for  their  previous  wicked  lives.  We  did  not  hasten  to 
receive  them  into  the  church,  but  had  them  under  instruction  for 
some  time;  during  which  time  Mr.  Holbrook  labored  eainestly  with 
them  to  leave  not  only  immoralities,  but  all,  even,  of  their  doubt- 
ful customs,  such  as  dancing.  At  last  ten  of  them  were  admitted 
to  the  band  of  beKevers.  There  were  then  several  of  the  young 
women  who  seemed  determined  to  resist  the  Spirit,  but  one  by  one 
all  of  the  grown  girls  on  the  station  have  been  led  to  join  the  in- 
quirers' class.  I  think  no  girl  who  was  not  in  earnest  to  live  a 
pure  life  would  be  willing  to  join  it.  I  do  not  say  that  all  of  them 
are  Christians.  I  trust  that  you  will  not  forget  to  pray  for  them. 
Several  boys  hs^ve  also  come  out,  as  we  trust,  on  the  right  side, 
and  three  have  joined  our  church. 

Conversion  of  the  Old. —  Among  those  who  have  shown  a  desire 
to  live  a  new  life  are  two  old  women,  in  whom  we  have  been  much 
interested.  One  of  these  is  the  mother  of  the  girl  of  whose  strange 
story  I  wrote  you  in  my  last  letter.  She  is  bent  with  rheumatism, 
and  finds  it  difficult  to  attend  service,  btit  I  think  she  is  really  in 
earnest  to  live  a  Christian  life.  One  thing  that  shows  this  is  that 
she  has  left  her  beer,  which  for  an  old  woman,  all  her  life  accus- 
tomed to  it,  and  having  little  variety  of  food,  is  a  great  sacrifice. 
She  says  she  is  very  sorry  that  she  did  not  know  of  Christ  when 
she  was  young,  and  then  grow  up  a  Christian.  The  other  is  a  very 
old  woman,  who  was  led  about  two  years  ago  by  the  death  of  her 
son,  who  was  a  Christian,  to  renounce  heathenism.    She  is  the  only 
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Christian  in  a  large  kraal,  and  yet  she  seems  to  be  letting  her  light 
sliino.  It  may  be  that  in  these  last  years  of  her  life  Bhe  will  do 
more  for  her  Master  tlian  some  of  us  who  have  been  given  a  much 
lonp^er  time  in  which  to  serve  him.  Both  of  these  old  women  will, 
we  expect,  confess  Christ  at  our  next  communion  season.  Another 
of  our  station  women  who  has  so  long  held  out  against  the  tem- 
perance movement,  has  given  in  at  last,  and  I  loiow  her  influence 
will  be  great  on  the  right  side.  Mr.  Holbrook  has  his  attention 
divided  between  this  and  three  other  stations  where  native  preach- 
ers are  located,  and  is  now  away  on  a  tour  to  these  places. 

Our  Helper. —  Now  that  dear  Miss  McMahon  is  here,  I  am  not 
left  entirely  alone  with  the  little  ones.  Miss  McMahon  has  idready 
gained  a  strong  influence  over  the  girls.  Last  week  seventeen  at- 
tended her  Bible-class.  Tt  is  a  great  relief  to  me  to  have  some  one 
to  help  in  the  work  in  the  schools  and  among  the  ffirls. 

Losses. —  Our  Mission  is  saddened  at  the  Siought  that  dear  Mrs. 
Tyler  must  soon  leave  us  for  the  **  better  land.''  She  has  been  a 
noble  example  of  what  a  missionary's  wife  should  be,  ever  seek- 
ing to  be  a  real  helper  to  her  husband,  and  always  working  for  the 
good  of  her  loved  people.  Hers  has  been  a  lovelyChristian  home, 
and  her  family  such  as  every  one  must  admire.  Her  last  days  are 
beautiful  in  sweet  peace  ana  a  constant  dwelling  upon  the  love  of 
Christ.  [Mrs.  Tyler  has  since  died. —  Ed.]  Others  of  our  mission 
are  in  feeble  health,  and  yet  new  ones  are  not  coming  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord  in  this  distant  land. 

Appeal  for  Workers. —  The  field  may  not  be  as  attractive  as  is 
Japan  or  Turkey,  but  when  I  think  of  its  fearful  needs,  I  long  for 
the  tongue  of  angels  and  of  men  that  I  might  thus  lead  some  of 
the  young  and  earnest  workers  at  home  to  come  into  this  field. 
What  our  mission  will  do  unless  aid  soon  arrives  I  cannot  tell. 

i^^ 


Miss  Gunnison  wrote  a  few  weeks  since  of  the  pleasure  she  had 
in  listening  to  a  paper  by  Rev.  Mr.  AUchin  of  Osaka,  which  was 
read  at  a  meeting  held  last  spring  in  Kioto.  The  subject  waa 
*'  Music  in  its  Relation  to  the  Japanese  Churches,"  and  it  led  the 
listener  to  a  deepened  sense  of  the  importance  of  musical  training 
in  the  missionary  schools,  for  upon  the  girls  who  are  educated  in 
these  schools  the  churches  of  Japan  will  depend — as  they  do  to- 
day—  for  leading  tlie  singing  and  playing  the  organ  at  religious  ser- 
vices; and  in  view  of  the  value  of  music  as  shown  in  the  history  of 
the  Christian  Church,  its  relation  to  the  work  in  Japan  cannot  be 
too  strongly  estimated. 

She  writes  of  her  loved  home  in  Kobe  :  **  Would  that  I  had  the 
power  to  draw  a  pen-picture  of  our  beautiful  garden,  looking 
doubly  beautiful  in  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  after  a  rainy  day. 

"Spring  has  clothed  the  trees  in  garments  of  lovely  gi^een,  and 
has  spread  a  carpet  beneath  our  feet  of  the  same  bright  hue. 

**  The  wistaria  vines,  climbing  up  the  pillars  of  the  veranda,  have 
put  forth  their  leaves  and  their  beautiful  hanging  clusters  of  white 
or  purple  blossoms  as  if  by  magic.  Even  the  rain  and  the  wind 
to-day  did  not  stop  the  singing  of  the  birds  in  our  garden-forest  of 
sixty-two  trees.  It  seems  providential  that  a  grand  old  pine  should 
be  standing  just  inside  our  front  gate,  as  if  placed  there  to  remind 
us  of  the  faithfulness  and  the  almighty  power  of  Him  who  haa 
promised  to  care  for  his  own." 


TURKEY. 

A  VILLAGE  SCHOOL  IN  TURKEY. 


On  aij  table  lies  a  phototcraph  of  a  ^irla'  school  in  the  Tillage  of 
Keserik. 

A  sprinkliug  of  little  boys  makes  it  seem  more  bome-like. 
These  are  bei-e  because  the  motUere  feel  safer  with  them  under 
the  care  of  our  faithful  and  motherly  Badashan,  who  stands  with 
ber  older  pupils  in  the  background.  At  the  left  are  some  women 
who  come  for  a  daily  lesson,  one  bringing  her  baby.  See  the 
smile  on  their  faces.  A  new  light,  hope,  and  joy  comes  into  their 
life  when  they  can  read  the  Testament.  There  it  is  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  sober  faces  of  the  little  ones, —  not  one  smile  on  all 
tlieae  little  faces.  We  soon  noticed  this  peculiarity  among  the 
girls  in  Armenia.  A  childish,  bubbling  laugh  was  never  beard- 
It  was  always  a  suppressed  laugh.  It  is  always  pleasant  to  see 
tlie  change  in  the  girls  after  they  leave  their  village  homes  and 
come  to  the  college,  where  we  believe  the  best  scholars  are  the 
most  active  ones  on  the  play-ground.  In  looking  from  my  win- 
dow I  can  always  see  the  difference  between  the  new  girl  from  the 
Tillage  and  one  who  lias  leai-ned  to  laugh  and  play;  one  bubbling 
over  with  joy,  the  other  shy  and  sad.  Often  they  cry  when  they 
come,  and   cry  when  they  go  away  for  the  long  v 
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wonder;  for  the  change  was  well  expressed  by  a  little  girl  who 
said,  ^*The  school  at  Harpoot  seems  like  heaven  to  me.'' 

But  we  must  go  back  to  our  village.  Badashan,  the  teacher,  is 
one  of  our  best,  and  I  think  you  will  like  an  introduction  to  her. 
About  twenty  years  ago  I  went  with  Mr.  Wheeler  to  spend  a  week 
in  this  village.  Sabbath  morning,  on  my  way  to  the  little  room 
whore  we  held  a  Protestant  service,  a  little  girl  with  a  smiling  face 
came  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to  carry  my  Bible  and  hymn- 
book.  I  learned  this  was  Badashan,  the  converted  fiddler's 
daughter.  She  listened  to  every  word  I  uttered.  Coming  close 
to  mo  at  the  close  of  service  she  said,  ^'Hanum,  cannot  I  come  to 
the  school  at  Ilarpoot?"  We  had  heard  of  her  great  desire  to  be 
educated,  but  feared  her  weak  eyes  would  prevent  She  said:  "I 
have  to  work  under  the  hot  sun  in  the  fields,  and  this  makes  my 
eyes  worse.     I  think  if  cared  for  they  would  not  be  so  infiamed." 

We  concluded  to  let  her  come.  After  a  few  years'  study  she 
went  to  the  city  of  Malatia  laiid  taught  two  years.  Then  she  came 
back  and  studied  for  a  time;  she  even  wished  to  graduate,  but  the 
people  and  pastor  of  tlie  city  of  Choonkoosh  were  so  anxious  to  get 
her  that  she  gave  up  this  hope,  and  brushing  away  her  tears  ac- 
cepted the  position. 

The  people  of  her  native  village  could  not  forget  that  she  be- 
longed to  them.  The  men  and  the  women  came  to  us  to  beg  they 
might  have  her  to  open  a  permanent  school  among  them.  We 
told  the  women  to  pray  over  it,  and  if  it  were  best,  Gk)d  would  give 
them  their  own  Badashan. 

They  did  pray,  and  God  heard  their  prayers.  A  wicked  young 
ipan  in  Choonkoosh  raised  a  slander  against  her.  The  pastor  came 
with  her  to  Ilarpoot,  told  us  it  was  a  slander,  but  for  a  time  she 
had  better  leave,  to  go  to  her  home.  She  had  been  greatly  praised 
in  the  city  of  Choonkoosh.  Perhaps  the  Master  saw  that  she  needed 
repolishing,  to  fit  her  for  even  a  greater  work.  Her  people  received 
her  with  open  arms;  and  now  she  is  doing  a  work  among  her  peo- 
ple tliat  even  a  missionary  cannot.  She  is  looked  up  to  by  old  and 
young;  she  is  a  leader  among  the  women  as  well  as  a  teacher  of 
their  children.  Her  pi-ayer-meetings  are  well  attended ;  her  school 
examinations  so  crowded  that  she  is  obliged  to  have  them  in  their 
large  chapel.  She  believes  that  Christianity  should  make  home 
cleaner  and  lighter.  With  her  own  hands  she  whitewashed  her 
own  home;  then  the  schoolroom  and  the  chapel,  with  the  aid  only 
of  her  older  pupils. 

From  such  village  schools  we  draw  for  our  college.  Badashan 
shows  you  what  education  will  do. 

Hikmet  Bey  Effendi,  a  Turkish  naval  officer  who  visited  the 
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college,  said,  **I  never  expected  to  see  such  a  sight  in  the  interior 
of  Turkey."  I  replied:  "  Effendi,  you  see  before  you  two  hundred 
homes.  We  teach  these  girls  to  fear  God  and  honor  the  govern- 
ment; for  without  the  fear  of  God  and  the  care  of  the  govemnient, 
we  cannot  have  the  home." 

Yes,  dear  friends,  we  have  planted  our  village  schools,  founded 
on  God's  Word.  These  have  given  rise  to  the  college,  and  this  is 
sending  out  leaders  all  over  Armenia, —  yes,  the  Turkish  Empire. 
Many  of  you  have  a  personal  share  in  this  work.    Do  you  think  it 

pays?, 

^.^^ — ^ 

JAPAN. 

LETTER  FROM   MISS  DAUGHADAY. 

"Akemashite,  omedeto ! "  (The  year  has  opened;  I  congrat- 
ulate you.)  For  three  days  the  air  has  been  filled  with  these  New- 
Year  greetings.  I  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  though tfulness 
of  our  unchristian  Japanese  friends  on  Sunday.  Being  the  fii*st 
day  of  the  year,  they  were  out,  of  course,  in  their  holiday  dress, 
going  from  house  to  house,  making  calls  of  ceremony,  and  when 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  school,  called  and  left  their  cards;  but 
out  of  respect  to  our  feelings  in  regard  to  the  observance  of  the 
day,  did  not  venture  to  enter.  On  the  second  there  was  an  unin- 
terrupted  flow  of  callers  from  early  morning  until  evening.  As  I 
live  alone,  and  had  no  one  to  receive  with  me,  using  the  Japanese 
language  so  constantly  was  very  tiresome.  But  it  is  very  pleasant 
entertaining  the  Japanese  people, —  they  are  so  gentle  and  courte- 
ous, and  easily  amused.    To-day  they  are  coming  at  longer  intervals. 

Miss  Poole  is  giving  her  mornings  to  the  Japanese  language,, 
and  assists  us  for  three  hours  every  afternoon  in  the  school,  which 
is  a  great  help  to  us.  I  teach  six  hours  a  day,  which  is  one  less- 
than  last  year,  but  a  resident  teacher  has  a  great  deal  of  other 
work  and  care.  In  October  we  held  a  little  celebration,  on  account 
of  the  completion  of  our  new  buildings.  The  exercises  consisted 
of  Japanese  and  English  compositions,  singing,  instrumental 
duets,  and  the  recitation  of  English  poems.  One,  "  Curfew  must 
not  ring  to-night,"  seemed  to  please  very  much.  Our  youngest 
scholars  sang  in  English,  "I  am  so  glad  that  our  Father  in 
heaven,"  as  well  as  a  little  action  song. 

These  buildings  are  paid  for  as  yet  only  in  part,  as  well  as  a^ 
new  organ  we  recently  purcliased  in  Yokohama;  but  the  patrons 
of  the  school,  and  the  Christians  of  the  four  churches,  are  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  raise  the  debt.  At  the  time,  many  of  Our 
Japanese  friends  sent  us  presents.     One  rich    nian,  out  of   the 
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Isindness  of  his  heart,  sent  a  barrel  of  sakey  thinking  it  would  be 
a  help  to  us  in  the  entertainment  of  our  guests.  What  to  do  with 
it  we  did  not  know,  so  we  held  a  sodan  over  it,  and  decided  to 
return  it  with  thanks.  Early  in  February  we  are  to  celebrate  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  school.  We  wsuit  to  make  this  an  im- 
portant affair,  so  are  now  making  preparations.  We  have  now 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  enrolled,  and  of  this  number 
ninety-six  are  boarding  pupils.  So  much  for  the  material  pros- 
perity of  the  school.  I  am  very  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  as  to 
its  spiritual  condition  our  girls  are  giving  us  great  encouragement. 
The  school's  home  evangelistic  society  is  still  laboring  faithfully, 
and  with  the  warmest  zeal.  Ten  of  our  girls  were  baptized  at  the 
last  communion,  and  thirteen  will  be  received  into  the  church  at 
the  next.  Through  the  earnest  efforts  of  our  boarding  scholars 
nearly  all  of  our  day  pupils  are  in  the  different  Sunday-schools. 
Many  of  our  girls  who  came  to  us  in  September  from  heathen 
homes,  and  in  some  cases  from  where  Christianity  was  actually 
hated,  but  whose  parents  in  their  eagerness  for  English  and  for- 
eign ways  were  even  willing  to  risk  them  under  Christian  influ- 
ences, are  now  interested  listeners  in  our  evening  meetings,  often 
asking  thoughtful  questions,  and  many  have  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Saviour.  One  girl  of  seventeen,  from  a  rich  family  who  have 
ridiculed  the  "Jesus  way,"  felt  very  rebellious  at  first  that  she  had 
to  be  in  a  Bible  class,  and  attend  church  and  Sunday-school;  but 
now  of  her  own  free  will  carries  her  Bible  almost  every  evening  to 
one  of  our  most  reliable  scholars,  and  asks  for  special  instruction, 
and  says  that  our  "  still  h6ur'*  (it  is  really  only  forty  minutes  every 
morning)  is  too  short  for  her  devotions  and  Bible-reading.  I  was 
pleased  on  Christmas  morning,  or  rather  the  24th, —  as  Saturday 
was  observed  as  a  holiday,  and  Christmas  as  a  religious  festival, — 
that  although  our  girls  were  in  great  glee  and  quite  noisy,  shout- 
ing "Merry  Christmas'*  and  trying  to  surprise  each  other,  when 
the  bell  rang  for  the  "  quiet  hour,"  in  less  than  two  minutes  not  a 
sound  could  be  heard  throughout  the  whole  of  the  large  dormitory. 
As  we  drew  near  the  end  of  the  year  and  began  to  recount  its 
blessings,  we  felt  that  to  us,  as  a  school,  it  had  been  crowded  with 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord;  so  a  thanksgiving  service  was  held  for 
an  hour  each  evening  for  a  week.  These  meetings  were  such  a 
blessing  to  us  all  that  we  felt  like  exclaiming  with  the  Psalmist, 
"It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  sing 
praises  unto  thy  name,  O  Most  Highest."  After  one  meeting  I 
heard  a  girl  crying  on  the  piazza,  and  upon  going  to  learn  the 
cause,  I  found  that  she  was  telling  another  scholar  that  she  had 
been  praying  to  be  made  a  Christian,  and  that  during  one  of  these 
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prayers  she  had  received  such  a  blessing  that  her  heart  was  not- 
able to  contain  it.  She  does  not  seem  to  lose  her  joy,  and  prom- 
ises to  develop  into  an  earnest,  working  Christian.  I  am  so  happy 
and  satisfied  in  my  work !  The  Lord  is  graciously  giving  me  the 
** hundred-fold"  promised  in  his  Word. 


-«♦►- 


AFRICA. 
MoNGWE,  Inhambaxe,  East  Afbica. 

Under  date  of  March  14, 1888,  Mrs.  Mittie  A.  Richards  writes:  — 
If  I  tell  you  first  about  that  part  of  our  work  in  which  I  am 
most  interested  just  now,  I  must  begin  with  our  little  folks  and 
their  school.     Not  because  there  is  any  great  number  of  them,  or 
that  they  have  done  anything  wonderful,  but  because  I  think  the 
children  are  always  the  most  hopeful  ones.     Since  we  have  been 
here  I  have  come  to  see  more  and  more  plainly  that  if  we  wish  to 
get  the  children  to  come  to  school,  tliere  must  be  something  more 
than  the  simple  promise  of  being  taught  to  induce  them  to  come. 
They  know  nothing  of  study,  or  the  advantages  of  an  education. 
None  of  their  friends,  old  or  young,  know  how  to  read;  and  why" 
should  they  ?    There  is  no  home  influence  to  encourage  them  to 
come.     On  the  contrary,  the  home  people  usually  much  prefer  the 
childi^n  should  stay  at  home  to  help  tliem.     The  father  needs  his 
boy  to  herd  goats  or  keep  the  monkeys  out  of  the  corn.     The 
mother  wants  the  little  girl   to  take  care  of  the  baby,  to  bring^ 
wood,  to  go  down  to  the  water  for  crabs  and  other  shell-fish. 
Still  the  children  do  much  as  they  please  in  this  country.     If  they 
really  wish  to  come  to  school  they  will  find  plenty  of  time  and 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

From  the  first  we  have  had  quite  an  encouraging  school,  com- 
posed chiefly  of  those  who  came  here  to  work.  But  this  did  not 
reach  the  children,  since  they  were  not  able  to  earn  wages.  After 
puzzling  some  time  over  what  we  should  do  to  bring  the  children, 
we  decided  to  try  something  of  the  kindergarten  method,  though 
it  should  not  be  dignified  by  that  name.  There  is  little  of  the 
genuine  article  about  it,  the  object  being  more  to  attract  by  means 
of  tlie  songs  and  plays  than  to  really  instruct.  First,  after  the 
calling  of  the  roll,  we  sing  a  hymn;  then  all  repeat  a  verse  of 
Scripture,  then  the  Jjord's  Prayer  in  concert,  then  another  Bible 
verse  and  the  Commandments.  Then  all  rise  and  sing  a  song  with 
motions,  representing  the  pounding  of  corn,  as  they  do  it  here. 
The  most  of  the  songs  must  be  original,  to  adapt  them  to  theidea& 
and  customs  of  the  people.  In  the  books  we  find  songs  and  sub- 
jects of  which  they  know  nothing.  For  example:  One  speaks  of  the 
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water- wheel  grinding  com;  but  there  are  no  such  wheels  in  this 
country.  Another  describes  the  farmer  sowing  wheat;  but  no 
farmer  ever  sows  grain  here.  Others  speak  of  cobblers,  coopers, 
clocks,  snow,  sleighing,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  unknown  quantities 
here.  So,  making  use  of  the  tunes  which  we  find  in  our  kinder- 
garten books,  we  must  adapt  them  to  suitable  words.  After  these 
introductory  exercises  comes  the  playtime.  This  is  put  at  the 
beginning  in  order  to  induce  all  to  come  early,  and  so  that  those 
who  come  late  will  miss  their  play  rather  than  their  study.  Here 
we  have  play  songs,  and  intermixed  with  these  the  old-fashioned 
games  of  ** Blind-man's  buff,"  "Wolf,"  "Pussy  wants  a  corner," 
and  the  like.  These  games  are  all  new  here,  and  they  enjoy  them 
as  much  as  children  at  home.  Occasionally  we  try  a  few  simple 
gymnastic  exercises,  and  also  teaching  them  to  count  by  means  of 
marching.  After  this  comes  reading,  writing,  and  sewing,  and 
then  the  closing  exercises,  consisting  of  a  motion  song  represent- 
ing digging,  planting,  and  reaping,  a  good-bye  song,  and  Bible 
verses.  The  children  relish  study  with  this  kind  of  dressing  much 
better  than  taking  it  plain.  However,  this  is  only  an  experiment 
as  yet,  but  the  two  months'  work  gives  us  much  hope  for  the 
future.  Some  of  the  children  wish  to  come  and  make  their  home 
with  us,  and  we  are  always  glad  to  take  as  many  as  come,  provid- 
ing they  will  do  what  they  can  to  earn  their  board.  These  have 
not  only  the  benefit  of  the  children's  school,  but  also  the  noon 
school  for  the  large  boys,  morning  and  evening  prayers,  prayer- 
meetings  and  Sunday  services.  We  have  had  with  us  the  last 
month  a  number  of  boys  and  girls  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  of 
age.  I  find  the  constant  looking  after  their  work,  food,  and 
clothes,  in  addition  to  the  teaching  and  my  own  regular  house- 
work, is  almost  more  than  one  pair  of  hands  can  do.  Our  faithful 
helper,  Dalita,  is  busy  assisting  in  translating  the  four  Gospels, 
which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  give  the  people  in  their  own  tongue 
soon.  So  she  has  not  been  able  to  give  me  much  assistance  except 
in  helping  teach  the  noon  school. 

We  have  three  little  folks  who  have  been  with  us  over  a  year, 
and  who  we  consider  belong  to  us,  as  they  have  no  other  homes. 
Two  of  them,  bright  little  girls  of  ten  and  thii-teen,  are  half  white. 
The  father  of  one  has  left  the  country,  and  does  not  wish  to  own 
her,  as  he  now  moves  among  respectable  people  in  the  town  where 
he  resides.  The  father  of  the  other  one  pays  a  small  sum  for  her 
board;  but  she  does  not  care  to  go  home,  as  her  mother  has  been 
sent  away,  and  her  father  has  now  another  wife.  The  third  one  is 
a  little  boy  with  an  unusually  interesting  history.  One  year  and  a 
half  ago,  just  after  the  raid  from  the  North,  when  the  people  were 
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returning  to  their  homes,  there  appeared  at  our  door  one  night 
two  big  bright  eyes  peering  in,  and  a  voice  said,  **  I  wish  to  stay 
here."    We  went  out  to  discover  who  was  the  owner  of  the  eyes 
and  voice,  and  found  a  small  boy  of  about  eight  years  old.    In 
answer  to  our  questions  he  said  his  father  had  died  before  he 
could  remember.    His  mother  took  cai*e  of  him  and  a  little  baby 
sister  until  she  died  and  left  the  two  alone,  with  no  relatives  or 
friends  near.     He  tied  the  baby  to  his  back  and  took  care  of  her  as  * 
best  he  could.     He  went  about  from  place  to  place,  sometimes 
being  given  a  meal  of  porridge,  and  often  going  hungi'y;  some- 
times treated  kindly,  and  often  beaten  and  driven  away.     Finally, 
one  night,  the  baby  died.     In   the  morning  he  told  the  woman 
where  he  slept  that  the  baby  was  dead.    She  gave  him  a  hoe  and 
told  him  to  go  into  the  bush  and  bury  it.     So  he  went  away  all 
alone  and  buried  his  little  sister.     After  this  he  wandered  about, 
sleeping  where  he  could,  having  nothing  to  cover  him  at  night,  till 
the  enemy  from  the  North  came  and  drove  all  the  people  to  this 
side  of  the  bay.     He  came  with  them,  but  when  they  returned  he 
was  left  behind.     He  heard,  I  suppose,  of  the  teachers,  and  so 
came  to  us.     He  is  a  bright,  pleasant  boy,  and  we  are  praying  that 
he  may  become  one  of  Christ's  own  little  ones,  and  that  in  due 
time  tlie  Master  may  see  fit  to  use  him  in  his  service  here.    He 
can  read  slowly  in  the  Testament  now,  and  we  are  planning  when 
he  is  older  to  send  him  to  Natal,  where  he  can  have  better  school 
advantages. 

Lately  the  children  have  formed  themselves  into  a  band  of  little 
preachers,  to  go  out  among  the  kraals  near  us.  I  suppose  they 
caught  the  idea  from  seeing  others  going  out  every  Sunday  to  visit 
the  kraals.  They  came  to  me  so  full  of  enthusiasm  and  eagerness, 
that  I  could  not  say  no  to  their  request  for  permission  to  go  just  a 
little  while  to  the  nearest  kraals.  They  do  not  attempt  to  say 
anything,  only  sing  a  few  hymns,  and  read,  and  repeat  Bible 
verses.  They  stop  wherever  they  find  a  small  group  of  four  or 
five,  and  the  people  seem  to  listen  very  respectfully.  What  to  do 
with  the  children  on  Sunday  is  always  a  problem  here.  Restless, 
eager  hands  and  feet  require  many  different  things  to  keep  them 
busy.  Four  services  on  Sunday  still  leave  much  of  the  day  unoc- 
cupied. Picture-books  and  papers  entertain  for  awhile,  still  there 
comes  a  time  when  they  begin  to  long  for  the  games  of  other  days, 
or  think  it  hard  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  go  and  join  the 
other  children  whom  they  know  are  playing  near  them.  So, 
though  I  know  the  children  do  not  know  enough  to  teach,  yet  I 
think  their  little  meetings  among  the  people  may  be  a  better  way 
of  employing  the  time  than  simple  games,  or  better  than  allowing 


MIRIAM* S  A  WAKENING.  253 

them  to  come  to  feel  that  Sunday  is  a  dull  day, —  one  to  he  looked 
forward  to  with  dread.  Then,  too,  God  may  make  even  these  little 
children's  simple  songs  and  few  Bihle  verses  praise  him  in  turning 

a  wanderer  into  the  right  way. 

<♦♦ 
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MIRIAM'S    AWAKENING. 

[Written  for  Life  and  Light.] 

"  More  than  fifteen  hundred  American  students  are  pledged  to 
"foreign  missionary  work,"  read  Miriam  aloud,  and  dropped  the 
paper  with  a  look  of  astonishment  at  her  aunt. 

*' Yes,  that  is  good  news,  isn't  it?"  replied  Aunt  Mary.  "It 
came  out  first  in  the  papers  last  spring." 

**  Why,  auntie,  1  didn't  suppose  so  many  cared!  Fifteen  hun- 
dred ! " 

"A  seed  dropped,"  thought  Mrs.   Rollins,  "I  am  thankful." 
Then  aloud: — 

**  Does  that  seem  so  large  a  number  to  you,  Miriam  ?  "  And  to 
her  own  mind  there  came  a  quick  vision  of  the  many  fields  waiting 
for  this  meagre  supply  of  laborers. 

**  For  missionaries,  yes,  auntie.  I  didn't  think  very  many 
people  were  interested  in  missionary  work.  I  never  heard  much 
about  it  except  from  Miss  Gregg,  sometimes, —  she  is  my  Sunday- 
school  teacher.  There's  a  missionary  meeting  at  home,  but  mother 
never  goes;  and  I  really  don't  know  who  does  go  nor  what  they  do." 
Miriam  took  up  her  Kensington,  which  she  had  dropped  for  a 
glance  at  the  new  Congregaiionalist,  with  a  more  thoughtful  look 
than  usual  on  her  bright  face.  This  fresh  young  girl  of  nineteen 
was  not  much  given  to  thinking.  She  could  have  told  you,  with  a 
twinkle  of  fun  in  her  brown  eyes,  how  good  Miss  Newton,  at  the 
High  School,  used  to  tell  the  girls  they  must  learn  to  think;  just 
as  they  sat  down  to  sew,  or  practice,  or  read,  so  they  must  sit  down, 
with  folded  hands,  and  make  a  business  of  thinking.  But,  dear 
me,  problems  in  Geometry  and  Latin  construction  were  enough  to 
think  about  then ! " 

But  how  is  it  now,  Miriam?  "  Oh,"  she  might  have  answered, 
"  I  haven't  begun  yet !  I  suppose  I  shall  some  time.  You  wouldn't 
expect  me  to  settle  down  till  I've  had  some  rest,  and  fun,  and  a 
taste  of  society  after  four  years  of  digging  in  that  High  School! " 

You  might  have  looked  at  her  glowing  cheeks  and  sparkling  eyes 
with  a  little  wonder  if  she  really  were  much  worn  with  overwork. 
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As  for  fun,  the  girls  used  to  say  they  didn't  see  how  Miriam 
Sumner  could  manage  to  have  so  much  fun  and  yet  stand  so  well 
in  all  her  classes.  Miriam  had  worked  hard,  not  so  much  from  a 
real  relish  for  study  as  because  she  was  thorough  by  nature.  This 
thoroughness  was  the  vein  of  gold  in  her  character, — a  vein  which 
might  be  worked  one  day  to  the  glory  of  God.  So  thought  Aunt 
Mary  as  she  came  to  recognize  it.  She  had  known  Miriam  until 
now  only  through  letters.  Her  own  home  in  the  West,  she  had 
not  visited  her  brother's  family «in  New  England  for  many  years. 
Yet  from  past  knowledge  and  by  reading  between  the  lines  of 
letters,  Mrs.  Kollins  could  Judge  very  well  of  their  home  life. 
Though  a  Christian  home,  its  Christianity  was  but  lukewarm. 
Business  prosperity  through  the  year  had  brought  to  them  ease^ 
and  comfort,  even  luxury.  The  letters  showed  an  absorbing  in- 
terest in  family,  and  business,  and  social  life.  The  deeper  inter- 
ests of  society  and  church,  which  to  Aunt  Maiy  meant  life,  seemed 
to  have  but  small  part  in  her  brother's  thought.  The  great  ques- 
tions of  the  day  concerning  the  uplifting  of  humanity  and  the  ad- 
vance of  righteousness  were  evidently  never  talked  of  in  that  home. 
Like  many  another,  thought  Mrs.  Rollins,  sadly,  they  are  missing 
for  themselves  and  for  those  children  all  the  blessing  that  comes 
from  taking  hold  of  life  in  earnest.  And  Aunt  Mary,  in  her  own 
childless  home,  yearned  over  her  brother's  children,  and  especially 
over  Miriam,  the  eldest,  of  whom  the  fond  parents  often  wrote. 
She  sent  an  urgent,  loving  invitation  for  her  niece  to  visit  her  in 
the  autumn  following  the  High  School  graduation,  and  this  was 
eagerly  accepted. 

"You  probably  won't  have  as  much  society  as  you  have  at 
home,"  said  the  girl's  mother,  "  for  I  think  your  aunt  is  very 
quiet;  and  she  seems  to  go  to  a  great  many  meetings,  and  makes 
calls  on  poor  people,  and  things  of  that  kind.  But  you'll  see 
something  of  the  world,  and  no  doubt  you'll  go  into  Chicago  some- 
times." 

*'  You'll  learn  some  good  lessons,  if  I'm  not  mistaken."  said  her 
father.  "  Your  aunt  was  always  good,  and  always  doing  somebody 
else  good." 

Miriam  had  been  with  her  aunt  a  week  when  she  saw  the  mis- 
sionary item  in  the  CongregationalisL  This  was  a  new  paper  ta 
her,  and  Life  and  Light,  always  lying  there  on  the  table,  a  new 
book.  "She  hasn't  had  a  chance  to  learn  what  is  going  on;  the 
fault's  in  the  home,  not  in  her,"  reflected  Mrs.  EoUins;  and  then 
breaking  the  little  pause  which  had  followed  Miriam's  last  words,, 
she  asked:  "My  dear,  wouldn't  you  like  me  to  tell  you  a  little 
about  the  missionary  work  while  we  are  sewing  ?  " 
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**  Any  thing,  auntie ;  I  must  learn  somotliing  new  while  I  am  here, 
or  father  will  think  you  have  failed  to  do  your  duty  by  me." 

"  Well,  when  you  go  back,  tell  him  you  have  learned  something 
about  the  greatest  matter  that  concerns  the  people  of  the  day. 
And  when  he  opens  his  eyes  and  inquires  if  it  is  the  Tariff,  or  Civil 
Service  Reform,  or  a  European  war,  tell  him  no,  it  is  the  mission- 
ary movement.  You  know,  dear,  how  it  began  long  ago,  when  the 
twelve  disciples  scattered  all  abroad  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
world.  You  remember,  too,  from  history  how  its  progress  was 
checked  through  the  Dark  Ages,  and  until  the  Reformations. 
Our  own  ancestors  were  brought  out  of  heathen  darkness  by  mis- 
sionaries, and  now  it  is  our  return  to  rescue  other  heathen.  But 
the  last  fifty  years  mean  the  most,  Miriam,  and  especially  the  last 
twenty-five.  Not  a  country  now,  nor  hardly  an  island  of  the  sea, 
where  missionaries  are  not  welcomed.  There  was  opposition  at 
first,  often  persecution  and  death.  But  when  they  found  the 
gospel  was  just  what  their  souls  had  been  hungering  for,  these 
heathen  were  glad  to  receive  it;  and  now  they  cry  out  with  great 
longing  for  the  Bread  of  Life.  Isn't  that  interest  in  missionary 
work  on  the  heathen  side?  Their  voices  ring  in  my  ears  some- 
times, Miriam,  like 

*  Angels  trumpet  tongued.'  " 

"  Why,  auntie,  you  are  getting  pretty  eloquent,  aren't  you,  to 
quote  Shakespeare?'' 

*'I  feel  eloquent,  child,  anyway.  Think  of  a  girl  betrothed  at 
ten,  married  at  sixteen,  and  then  doomed  to  slavish  subjection  to 
a  selfish,  perhaps  cruel  husband ;  secluded  from  the  world,  unable 
to  read,  despised  if  she  have  no  sons,  made  to  believe  that  she  is 
nothing,  and  that  nothing  is  wanted  of  her  but  to  be  stupid  and 
pretty.  But  as  a  widow  —  and  many  a  girl  is  a  widow  younger 
than  you  —  she  has  reached  the  lowest  depths  of  disgrace.  There 
are  twenty-one  million  of  these  little  widows  in  India,  subjected 
to  all  kinds  of  suffering,  punished  often  as  murderesses  of  their 
husbands,  though  innocent  as  you.  Think  how  these  girls  must 
welcome  the  news  that  they  have  souls  worth  saving,  and  that 
there  is  one  who  will  be  both  Saviour  and  friend  to  them. 

"  There  is  Japan;  it  is  the  wonder  of  the  age.  Just  a  few  years 
ago  the  work  began,  and  it  took  five  years  to  convert  one  soul. 
Now  there  are  sometimes  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  twenty  con- 
verts a  week.  The  people  are  starting  schools  themselves,  only 
begging  us  to  send  them  lady  teachers,  that  their  daughters  may 
grow  up  like  ours." 

Miriam  had  laid  down  her  work,  and  was  listening  intently. 

**It  is  just  a  seething  mass,  the  whole  world   is  now,  child. 
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There's  a  leaven  working  in  it  just  as  surely  as  can  be.  Ifs  rising 
a  little  and  a  little  all  the  time,  and  the  man,  or  woman,  or  girl  who 
doesn't  drop  in  a  bit  of  this  leaven  is  losing  the  best  of  life." 

'*  What  can  girls  have  to  do  with  it,  auntie  ?  I  don't  see  how  I 
can  help  it." 

**  That  brings  me  back  across  the  ocean  to  this  land  where  the 
pump  is.  We  have  to  work  the  handle  of  the  pump,  Miriam,  and 
many  girls  are  grasping  that  handle,  and  work  it  with  a  right  good 
will.  We  do  it  in  our  societies,  in  our  bands  and  circles;  we  fur- 
nish men,  and  women,  and  money,  and  we  pray.  The  harder  we 
pump  the  more  freely  flows  the  pure  water  of  life.  If  you  should 
come  to  inquire  into  that  missionary  meeting  of  yours  at  home  you 
would  find  that  some  of  your  best  ladies  were  giving  time,  thought, 
and  money  to  lift  humanity  from  sin.  There's  your  uncle  coming 
to  dinner,  and  my  sermon  must  end ;  was  it  too  long  ?  Do  you  see 
that  this  means  something,  and  that  a  good  many  are  interested  ?  " 

"I  see  that  the  fifteen  hundred  won't  go  half  round,"  replied 
Miriam,  half  laughing,  half  in  earnest. 

"  These  happy,  light-hearted  girls,"  said  Mrs.  Rollins  to  her 
husband  that  night,  "  I  don't  expect  them  to  see  these  things  as  I  do. 
Their  time  hasn't  come  yet  to  feel  the  throes  of  the  world.  But 
there  is  a  point  of  thoughtfulness  which  they  can  reach,  and  still 
keep  all  the  brightness  of  girlhood.  I  must  take  Miriam  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Branch  next  month."  Mrs.  Rollins  said  but  little 
else  on  this  subject,  leaving  the  seed  where  she  dropped  it,  while 
she  devoted  herself  to  making  the  visit  a  pleasant  one. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Branch  was  to  be  held  in 
Chicago.  On  a  bright,  cool  morning  Mrs.  Rollins  and  Miriam  took 
the  half-hour's  ride  to  the  city  to  attend  this  meeting.  This  was  a 
new  experience  to  the  happy-hearted  girl,  and  meant  more  to  her 
than  she  then  realized.  The  pleasant  ride  with  many  ladies  laugh- 
ing and  chatting  together  was  the  beginning  of  a  day  long  to  be 
remembered.  With  her  mental  eyes  opened  a  little  by  her  aunt's 
words,  Miriam  could  better  grasp  the  significance  of  the  papers 
read  that  day.  Her  heart  already  stirred  with  pity  for  heathen 
girls,  when  the  missionary,  Miss  Harlowe,  was  introduced  she 
was  alert,  wondering  if  Chinese  girls  would  seem  as  badly  off  as 
those  in  India.  It  was  Providence  that  arranged  for  Miss  Harlowe 
to  speak  that  day  rather  than  some  other  equally  efficient  but  less 
attractive  missionary.  Her  charm  was  felt  by  all;  her  graphic 
description  of  the  Chinese  women  moved  all.  Miriam  forgot  time 
and  place  until  brought  to  herself  by  feeling  a  suspicious  drop  on 
her  clieek.  In  the  silence  that  followed  Miss  Harlowe's  address, 
Miriam,   somewhat    oppressed,   relieved    herself    by  whisperings 
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**  Isn't  she  graceful,  auntie  I  And  how  well  her  dress  fits,  and  her 
bonnet  is  so  pretty!  I  didn't  suppose  missionaries  were  so 
stylish." 

"  They  are  just  like  other  people,"  smiled  Aunt  Mary;  "  some 
are  stylish  and  some  are  not.  If  they  know  what  pretty  things 
are  they  might  as  well  buy  them  as  ugly  things.  They  must  have 
one  or  the  other." 

"That's  so,"  assented  Miriam. 

After  the  pleasant  noon  collation  and  a  devotional  meeting, 
came  the  young  ladies'  hour.  The  girls  were  invited  by  the  leader 
to  occupy  the  front  seats.  Miriam  almost  wished  she  were  one  of 
them  as  they  came  forward,  a  bright,  happy  company.  The  re- 
ports were  a  revelation  to  the  girl  of  what  other  girls  were  doing. 
But  the  best,  after  all,  was  Miss  Hastings,  who  was  introduced  as  a 
graduate  of  Oberlin,  and  a  newly  appointed  missionary  to  Micro- 
nesia. She  looked  hardly  older  than  Miriam  herself  as  she  came 
to  the  front,  with  shining  eyes  and  a  smile  on  her  lips. 

"Girls,"  she  began,  "I  would  like  to  tell  you  a  little  of  the 
way  in  which  I  have  been  led  into  the  foreign  missionary  work." 
Then  followed  some  details  of  school-life  which  girls  like  to  hear, 
and  which  showed  how  a  change  had  come  over  a  naturally  gay 
and  careless  disposition.  **  One  thing  I  firmly  believed,"  she  said, 
"  and  that  was  that  a  girl  should  not  have  an  aim  in  life.  That 
may  sound  rather  foolish,  for  in  the  abstract  we  would  all  agi*ee 
that  people  ought  to  have  an  aim.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think 
there  are  other  girls,  some  of  you,  perhaps,  who  practically  believe 
as  I  did,  and  for  the  same  reason.  I  thought  women  who  had  aims 
must  necessarily  be  stiff  and  "  strong-minded,"  like  one  or  two  I 
happened  to  know.  I  took  pains  not  to  think  too  mVich,  lest  I 
should  grow  like  them.  Consequently  I  didn't  even  think  enough 
to  find  out  what  a  foolish  girl  I  was.  This  is  tiue,  believe  me,  girls 
should  have  a  purpose,  and  the  noblest  one  is  a  purpose  to  do  ^ 
good  in  the  world.  Every  one  who  does  good  is  a  missionary. 
Perhaps  you  won't  be  led,  as  I  have  been,  into  a  foreign  field,  but 
to  do  good  somewhere,  let  my  words  induce  you  to  purpose.  If 
people  with  aims  ever  grow  gnarled  and  crooked  it  isn't  the  fault 
of  the  aim,  if  it  be  a  good  one.  You  may  be  as  symmetrical,  as 
lovely,  as  true  to  your  own  individual  selves  as  you  wish  to  be.  .  .  . 
As  to  my  becoming  a  foreign  missionary.  There  was  one  thought 
which  held  me  back  long  after  the  call  came.  It  was  this :  Some- 
body else  will  go  if  I  do  not,  and  somehow  the  work  will  be  done. 
With  this  puny  weapon  I  fought  off  every  call  of  God's  Spirit, 
until  at  last  I  was  honest  enough  to  acknowledge  its  weakness. 
Somebody  else  can  do  the  work, —  somehow  it  will  be  done;  but  in 
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that  case  somebody  else  will  wear  the  victor's  crown,  and  the 
somehow  will  bring  blessing  to  another,  but  disgrace  and  misery 
to  me.  Girls,  somebody  else  is  a  Will-o-the-wisp.  I  do  not  believe 
in  her.    I  believe  in  you  and  me." 

Confused  feelings  of  wonder,  admiration,  and  something  else, 
she  couldn'thave  told  what,  struggled  in  Miriam's  heart.  The  two 
met  after  the  day  was  over,  while  the  ladies  were  lingering  for  last 
words. 

**  Are  you  one  of  the  fifteen  hundred,  I  wonder?"  said  Miriam. 

"  Perhaps  I  am,"  laughingly  replied  Miss  Hastings.  "  Won't 
you  come  too,  and  make  fifteen  hundred  and  one?" 

"  Oh,  I  shall  have  to  send  that  somebody  else  you  told  us  about!" 

This  memorable  day  and  Miriam's  visit  were  things  of  the 
past.  Some  months  had  gone  during  which  frequent  letters 
passed  between  aunt  and  niece.  Then  came  one  over  which  Aunt 
Mary  shed  tears  of  joy  as  she  read:  — 

'^  Bear  Auntie, —  I  have  something  to  tell  you  which  will  make 
you  glad  enough  to  forgive  my  month's  silence.  I  am  going  to  be 
a  missionary  —  of  one  kind,  anyway,  and  of  the  other  kind  if  the 
Lord  wants  me.  You  remember  Miss  Hastings  spoke  of  more 
than  one  kind.  Next  Sunday  I  am  going  to  unite  with  our  church, 
and  brother  Paul  with  me.  It  is  all  your  fault,  auntie.  Whether 
I  shall  be  one  of  those  disagreeable,  *  strong-minded '  people  re- 
mains to  be  seen.     I  shall  study  for  a  year,  and  then  see  what  further. 

"  Now,  Auntie,  I  believe  there  are  two  reasons  for  girls  being 
•indifferent  to  missionary  work.  They  don't  know  enough  about 
•it,  either  abroad  or  at  home;  and  then,  secondly,  that  somebody' 
else  we  heard  about  at  the  meeting,  comes  disguised  as  an  angel  of 
light  to  deceive  the  heart.  It  is  no  other  than  Satan  himself.  Tell 
•every  girl  you  know  to  beware  of  him. 

Your  loving  niece,       Miriam. 
>♦ » 


(ix\  at  1{mi^, 
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QUESTION  BOX. 

WORK  AMONG  CHILDREN. 

We  know  all  our  readers  will  be  interested  in  the  following  sketch  of  one 
•of  our  most  successful  mission  circles,  in  Fairport,  New  York:  — 

TEN  YEARS  WITH  THE   "PINE  NEEDLES." 

Events  do  so  crowd  and  jostle  each  other  in  this  age  of  high 
pressure^  that  the  old-fashioned  habit  of  retrospection  bids  fair  to 
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find  its  place  among  the  lost  arts.  Yet  how  good  and  pleasant  a 
thing  it  is  to  go  back  over  the  path  of  any  enterprise,  thus  gather- 
ing heart  of  grace  for  new  effort  by  seeing  how  the  Lord  has  led 
and  blessed.  He  does  not  forget  even  the  "little  ones"  who  are 
just  beginning  the  battle  in  his  name,  and  it  may  be  that  a  peep 
into  bygones  of  one  mission  circle  will  be  of  service  to  others  who 
are  working  with  children. 

On  a  dull  November  day,  ten  years  ago,  we  organized  with  17 
members.  We  round  up  our  first  decade  with  the  goodly  number 
of  109,  of  whom  84  are  working  members,  and  the  remainder  are 
honoraries.  Thus  has  the  tiny  mustard  seed  grown  up  before  our 
eyes  into  a  spreading  tree,  adorned  with  abundant  fruitage. 

"Pine  needles  hang  on  the  whole  year  round,  and  we  ought  to 
be  like  'em,"  said  our  bright-eyed  boy  treasurer,  when  we  were 
discussing  names,  and  so  "  Pine  Needles  "  we  have  been.  We  have 
tried  to  live  up  to  our  name,  and  though  the  fast-flying  years  have 
seen  ups  and  downs  in  our  career,  we  have  always  held  on.  I  do 
not  need  to  tell  any  one  who  knows  children,  that  it  was  never 
their  zeal  that. languished,  for  they  are  always  ready  and  willing  to 
work,  only  needing  the  wholesome  direction  of  their  youthful 
energies. 

From  the  first,  we  tried  to  instruct  and  interest  our  little  people 
in  mission  work,  as  a  very  real  and  necessary  thing  to  be  done  for 
the  Lord.  We  have  also  persistently  sought  to  teach  the  duty  and 
the  privilege  of  systematic  benevolence;  and,  although  we  have 
had  the  ordeals  of  a  fair,  a  paper  festival,  a  missionary  loan  exhi- 
bition, and  a  doll's  reception,  these  things  were  arranged  to  pro- 
vide pleasant  social  events  for  the  children,  rather  than  for  the 
shekels  of  silver  thus  obtained. 

It  is  of  this  last  year,  the  red-letter  year  of  our  whole  existence, 
that  I  wished  to  tell  you ;  for  in  it  we  made  a  new  departure,  that 
has  led  to  unexpected  and  gratifying  results. 

We  have  six  social  meetings  during  the  twelve  months,  so  we 
divided  our  forces  into  six  bands,  being  careful  that  no  two  of  a 
family  should  be  in  the  same  division;  and  these  divisions  we 
named  the  Chinese,  African,  Turkish,  Japanese,  Indian,  and  Micro- 
nesian.  Out  of  each  we  chose  the  two  most  reliable  members  to 
act  as  leaders.  Everybody  was  instructed  to  learn  all  that  he 
could  about  his  own  country,  by  reading  or  by  questions,  and  then 
at  each  meeting  he  might  tell  the  rest  of  us  some  interesting  fact 
about  his  new  home.  The  leaders  were  to  see  their  countrymen 
before  any  meeting,  and  provide  items  for  them  when  necessary. 
Also,  each  band  in  turn  was  to  have  its  own  special  day,  when  it 
should  provide  and  serve  the  supper,  and  also  furnish  the  princi- 
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pal  literary  exercises.  The  leader  was  to  give  an  original  paper, 
and  all  who  were  old  enough  to  read  were  to  have  short  stories. 

It  was  inspiring  to  look  upon  the  rows  of  eager  faces  as  the 
new  plan  was  unfolded,  while  small  hauds  softly  clapped,  and 
bright  eyes  danced  with  keen  anticipation.  For  a  few  minutes 
after  dismission  we  thought  of  the  Dispersion  at  Babel,  for  Johnnie 
wanted  to  know,  "  for  sure,"  if  he  was  a  Turk  or  a  Chinaman; 
Susie  wanted  the  list  of  the  Micronesians;  and  where  should  they 
find  all  their  items;  and  would  it  do  to  take  things  from  the  geog- 
raphy,— and  a  thousand  other  questions  came  from  nimble  tongues. 
We  said  to  our  selected  dozen,  **  If  you  can't  find  items  enough 
for  your  first  meeting  (but  we  think  you  can),  come  to  us  on  Wed- 
nesday.'* In  view  of  that  call  we  sat  down  before  our  missionary 
drawer,  and  filled  six  large  envelopes  with  suitable  selections. 
The  leaders  came,  it  is  true,  came  like  a  small  whirlwind,  to  tell 
us  of  their  trials  and  triumphs,  but  no  one  asked  for  any  help, 
although  each  one  had  seen  all  his  compatriots;  and  this  has  been  an 
almost  uniform  experience,  so  that  for  over  four  hundred  items 
needed,  we  have  been  drawn  upon  but  three  times.  Of  their  own 
accord  they  formed  a  bureau  of  exchange;  they  go  about  with 
note-books  in  their  pockets;  they  use  the  missionary  library  aa 
never  before,  and  some  go  to  the  public  library  for  further  stores 
of  infoi-mation.  To  our  great  astonishment,  no  one  has  asked  to 
be  excused  from  writing,  or  hinted  at  inability  or  lack  of  time.  It 
was  edifying  to  see  a  twelve-year-old  Chinaman  equip  himself  with 
paper  and  pencil  before  going  to  hear  a  lecture  upon  China,  then 
diligently  take  notes  in  preparation  for  his  essay.  These  essays 
have  been  markedly  original  productions,  and  would  be  a  credit  to 
older  authors;  while  another  virtue  is  that  they  are  always  com- 
pleted two  or  three  weeks  ahead  of  time. 

This  new  system  secures  the  attendance  of  greater  numbers,  for 
each  has  something  to  do,  and  so  feels  that  the  success  of  every 
meeting  depends  upon  his  individual  effort.  Then,  when  one's 
own  band  entertains,  there  is  the  added  glory  of  supper-serving, 
and  they  also  have  the  privilege  of  inviting,  grown-up  friends  to 
their  festivities.  In  this  way  we  attract  the  mothers,  and  some 
who  would  never  venture  into  the  Ladies'  Society,  bring  a  child  or 
to,  or  perhaps  a  baby  in  arms,  to  our  more  informal  gatherings. 

Suppose  that  it  is  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month.  Befoi*e 
three  o'clock  there  is  a  decided  rustling  among  the  small  "Pine 
Needles,"  and  if  you  follow  their  flutterings  to  the  church  parlor, 
you  will  find  the  leaders  waiting  at  the  door  to  seize  each  arrival, 
pin  on  his  badge,  and  sedately  conduct  him  to  the  place  to  be 
occupied  by  his  division  on  that  day.     This  conduces  greatly  to^ 


TEN  YEARS  WITH  7HE  "FINE  NEEDLES."  261 

good  order,  as  the  leaders  at  once  assume  the  whole  care  of  their 
bands,  and  they  often  apologize  because  some  minute  foreigner 
would  move  about  in  his  chair.  We  frequently  hear  them  coach- 
ing their  small  charges,  exhorting  the  timid  ones  to  **  speak  up 
loud,  so  that  everybody  can  hear/' 

Once  we  heard  the  leaders  comparing  notes  in  a  corner.  Bes- 
sie's face  was  full  of  anxious  care  as  she  said:  **I  just  can't  get 
Robbie  Ralph  to  come.  He  always  says  he's  got  to  go  away,  or 
he's  got  to  work,  or  got  to  do  something  or  other.  I  believe  I  shall 
have  to  give  him  up." 

"  It's  just  because  he  isn't  interested,"  said  Annie. 

**  Why  don't  he  come  and  get  interested?"  asked  Frank. 

"  I'll  tell  you,"  said  Dexter;  *' let's  all  us  boys  just  go  for  Rob 
Ralph,  and  never  let  up  till  he  gives  a  good  square  promise." 

At  the  very  next  meeting  we  beheld  the  moon-like  face  of  the 
youthful  Robert  calmly  shining  among  his  African  brethren.  Dex- 
ter stepped  up  to  the  table  with  a  most  triumphant  smile,  and 
whispered,  **  Did  you  see  Bob  over  there?" 

**  To  be  sure  I  did,"  I  said. 

"  How  do  you  suppose  I  got  him?  "  ^ 

"  I  hope  you  didn't  kidnap  him." 

"Not  exactly,  but  I  had  to  promise  that  I'd  go  and  play  a 
whole  half -day  with  him  next  week,"  and  he  looked  rather  sober 
over  the  prospect;  **but  I  got  him,"  he  added  with  a  chuckle,  as 
he  returaed  to  his  seat. 

It  is  by  such  personal  work  as  this— and  I  ought  to  say  that 
Dexter  is  not  a  leader — that  our  working  force  has  come  up  to  84, 
and  our  average  attendance  to  60;  while  the  interest  has  steadily 
increased  as  the  leaders  have  entered  more  and  more  earnestly 
into  the  spirit  of  missionary  service. 

We  have  allowed  them  to  learn  much  by  bearing  greater  respon- 
sibilities. They  come  to  us  for  advice,  but  they  are  rowing  and 
we  only  hold  the  tiller-ropes.  They  are  constantly  improving  their 
methods,  and  are  brimful  of  suggestions,  as  never  before. 

At  each  meeting  we  supplement  the  essay  and  the  special  arti- 
cles by  something  of  interest  concerning  the  special  country,  and 
then  lead  the  way  to  the  appropriation  of  funds  for  some  need,  as 
found  in  our  publications,  or  ascertained  from  Miss  Oilman. 
When  Africa  entertained,  we  gave  money  to  build  a  chimney  on 
the  Inanda  Seminary.  Wlien  India  was  in  the  forefront,  we  had  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  Capron,  a  photograph  of  her  Bible-women,  and 
the  story  of  Yakammal's  faithfulness,  thus  preparing  us  to  give 
interestedly  to  her  support.  Often  we  have  curiosities  to  exhibit, 
pictures,  maps,  anything  that  through  the  eye  will  inform  the 
mind  or  touch  the  heart. 
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It  is  no  small  task  to  feed  five  or  six  dozen  little  people,  but 
our  leaders  enter  into  the  work  with  great  alacrity,  seldom  troub- 
ling us  with  even  a  question.  Occasionally  something  falls  short, 
but  we  elders  learn  quite  as  much  by  mistakes  as  by  successes, 
and  so  may  children. 

Our  plan  stimulates  interest  in  some  particular  part  of  the 
great  field.  Do  not  we,  of  maturer  yeai's,  groan  sometimes  over 
the  boundlessness  of  the  heathen  world?  We  cannot  realize  all 
the  darkness,  and  degradation,  and  want  of  the  world ;  much  less 
can  a  little  child  grasp  the  situation;  but  let  him  take  the  world, 
country  by  country,  and  he  will  be  more  likely  to  gain  clear  ideas 
of  the  whole. 

They  feel  that  they  are  in  active  service  for  the  Lord,  who  loves 
them,  and  it  is  helping  them  to  be  brave  for  him.  One  little  five- 
year-old,  who  had  never  spoken  in  Sunday-school,  except  to  an- 
swer a  direct  question,  gathered  up  his  feeble  courage  at  the  first 
meeting  to  tell  us  that  **dey  do  not  uthe  chairth  in  Turkey"; 
then  hid  his  blushing  face  upon  a  sympathizing  sister's  breast. 
He  is  quite  a  veteran  now. 

As  to  finances,  we  have  four  sources  of  income,  namely:  Active 
members  try  to  pay  a  penny  each  week;  honorary  members  pay 
twenty-five  cents  a  year;  work-meetings  supply  us  with  useful 
articles  for  sale,  such  as  towels,  bibs,  etc. ;  mite-boxes  yield  small 
sums,  which  are  often  tlie  fruits  of  many  a  great  self-denial,  and 
so  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Master. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  add,  that  in  our  short  period  of 
labor  we  have  put  into  the  treasury  of  the  board  over  six  hun-' 
dred  dollars,  and  that  our  receipts  for  this  year  were  seventy-three 
dollars  and  thirty-five  cents. 

"  The  children  of  to-day  are  the  society,  the  church,  and  the 
nation  of  to-morrow."  Let  us  then  be  moved  to  greater  earnest- 
ness in  our  endeavors  to  train  them  for  unselfish  and  consecrated 

living. 

«<^» . 

THE  MAY  MEETING. 

The  Woman's  Board  met  under  the  shadow  of  a  sore  bereave- 
ment on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  May  31st;  for  when  the  ladies 
came  together  to  hold  the  semi-annual  meeting  at  Mt.  Yemon 
Church,  it  was  to  meet  the  news  that  the  beloved  Treasurer,  Miss 
Emma  Carruth,  had  heard  in  the  early  morning  a  voice  saying, 
*'  The  Master  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee,"  and  she  had  arisen  and 
gone  to  him. 

It  was  hard,  in  the  face  of  this  fresh  sorrow,  to  go  on  with  the 
usual  exercises;  but  how  could  the  living  better  honor  the  dead 
Mend  than  by  carrying  on  the  work  so  near  her  heart. 
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The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President;  and  after  the 
opening  hymn  the  sixty-third  chapter  of  Isaiah  brought  the  com- 
forting word,  "In  all  their  affliction  He  was  afflicted."  Prayer  was 
offered  by  Mrs.  Langdon  S.  Ward. 

The  usual  report  of  the  Home  Secretary,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared by  Miss  Stanwood,  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Hill.  It  contained 
many  encouraging  facts,  with  latest  intelligence  from  the  field. 

The  Assistant  Treasurer,  Miss  May,  presented  her  report  for 
the  last  five  montlis,  showing  the  receipts  to  have  been  $39,433.75 
since  the  beginning  of  tiie  year.  This,  she  stated,  was  about  seven 
thousand  dollars  less  than  for  the  corresponding  months  in  1887. 

Mrs.  Bowker  publicly  announced  the  death  of  Miss  Carruth, 
dwelling  on  her  long  years  of  loving  service,  and  the  great  loss  the 
Board  had  sustained  in  her  removal.  Special  prayer  was  offered 
by  the  Recording  Secretary. 

Miss  Hattie  N.  Childs,  of  Marash,  Turkey,  spoke  of  the  hopeful 
work  being  done  in  the  coUge  for  girls  in  that  city;  of  the  Christian 
scholars  who  follow  with  their  prayers  every  pupil  who  leaves  the 
school;  of  the  brightened  homes  and  the  quickened  minds  among 
those  for  whom  the  missionaries  labor. 

Miss  Clara  Hamlin,  from  the  Constantinople  Home,  said  the 
eight  years  she  had  spent  thei*e  had  been  the  best  and  happiest 
years  of  her  life. 

While  telling  of  the  bright  and  hopeful  side  of  this  work,  she 
yet  did  not  ignore  the  many  discouragments  and  obstacles  which 
the  teachers  had  to  encounter.  She  told  of  the  joy  in  seeing  the 
growing  characters  of  the  scholars,  till  their  very  faces  were 
changed  by  the  new  light  within;  also  of  the  many  disadvantages 
under  which  many  of  the  girls  labor  when  they  go  to  their  own 
homes,  where  helps  are  few  and  liindrances  many. 

Miss  Evelyn  L.  Harvey,  under  appointment  for  Japan,  was  in- 
troduced to  the  audience,  and  said  a  few  words  expressing  her 
wish  to  be  remembered  in  prayer. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Woodside  also,  on  the  eve  of  sailing  with  her 
husband  for  Africa,  was  providentially  present,  and  spoke  briefly. 

Dr.Holbrook,from  Tung-cho,  gave  an  interesting  address  descrip- 
tive of  the  medical  work  in  China,  with  its  lights  and  shadows. 

Mrs.  Wheeler,  of  Harpoot,  was  glad  that  she  was  called  upon 
to  weld  a  link  between  tlie  Woman's  Board  and  the  Maternal 
Association.  The  missionaries  in  the  East  are  home-buildei-s;  and 
who  are  they  who  preside  over  the  home  but  mothers? 

Mr.  Wheeler,  who  was  present,  led  in  a  closing  prayer,  prefac- 
ing it  with  an  appeal  to  those  present  to  pray  earnestly  that  a 
missionary  might  be  found  for  Van,- and  two  ladies  for  Harpoot. 

The  meeting  closed  with  tlie  doxology.  "K..  g,  i?. 
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Misa  EMMA   CARRUTH 
Entered  into  resh,  on  Thursday,  May  31,  1888. 

A  UTTLK  mure  tliau  fifteeu  yeara  ago  tbere  came  into 
the  service  of  the  Board,  in  lier  fresh  young  womanhood, 
one  who  lias  ever  since  been  vitally  identified  with  its 
interests. 

A  standard-bearer  bad  fallen  In  the  spring  of  1873: 
who  would  take  the  place  of  the  lamented  Treasurer, 
Mrs,  Bartlett?  It  is  written,  "My  God  nhall  sTipply  all 
Vour  need."  The  dropped  mantle  fell  ou  one  who  wore  it 
right  royally  and  welt  —  Mrs.  Benjamin  E.  Bates;  and 
with  her,  as  Assistant  Treasurer,  came  Miss  Carruth,  then 
in  her  gii'lhood.  What  rare  gifts  she  brought  to  tlie 
ofSce, —  trained  habits  of  exacttiesB,  perseverance,  cul- 
ture, earnestness,  devotion  to  her  work;  they  were  all 
laid  ou  the  altar  in  His  name. 

The  two  associates  became  warmly  attached  to  each 
other;  and  when  the  elder  was  called  to  walk  through 
the  valley  of  widowhood  and  personal  sickness,  it  was 
toucliint;  to  see  the  tender  devotion  with  which  the 
younger  ministered  to  her.  Wlien  in  I8S2  Mrs.  Bates  was 
trauslated  to  her  heavenly  home,  it  was  with  a  sense  of 
soi-e  bereavement  that  Miss  Carruth  took  tlie  sola  charge 
of  the  work,  and  became  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 
How  faithfully  in  both  capacities  she  has  fulfilled  the 
trust,  her  associates  can  all  bear  witness.  How  devoted 
she  wa«  to  tlie  cause  she  liad  espoused;  how  freely  she 
gave  her  time,  her  tnlents,  her  money,  herself,  to  fur- 
ther its  int«i'estB!      Her  motto  was,  "I  serve,"  and  she 
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was  true  to  it.  Slie  has  come  to  our  aunual  meetini^s 
from  the  grave  of  loved  ones  and  from  lier  own  sick  bed, 
because  she  would  not  desert  her  post.  Who  of  hb  can 
ever  forget  the  earnest,  soulful  face,  so  full  of  abounding 
life?    Who  could  associate  it  with  death? 

"  But  God,  b;  ways  the.v  have  not  known, 
Will  lead  his  own." 

There  came  to  Miss  Carruth,  nearly  three  yeara  ago, 
a  hint  that  her  path  led  into  a  valley  of  deep  shadow. 
How  bravely  she  faced  it!  Life  was  a  Joy  to  her,  and  she 
would  do  all  in  her  power  to  win  back  the  health  that 
was  threatened;  hut  if  the  Master's  will  was  not  life,  but 
death,  she  was  ready.  Even  then  she  said,  with  her  owu 
peculiarly  bright  smile,  "Death  is  not  the  woi-st  thing 
that  can  come  to  one."  It  was  iudeed  life  that  the  Mas- 
ter designed  for  her,  hut  the  fullei',  the  truer,  the  eternal 
life. 

Nothing  that  love,  or  skill,  or  money  could  do,  avaitad 
to  avert  the  threatened  danger. 

Ah  she  lias  Rone  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  shadows 
of  weakness  and  BuSering  during  these  months  of  pain, 
with  what  a  sweet  unBelfishness,  with  wtiat  rare  fortitude, 
with  what  an  unfailing  trust  slie  has  glorified  God  in  the 
fires.  Tlie  furnace  haB  been  seven  times  heated,  but  One 
walked  with  her  there  whose  form  was  like  unto  the  Son 
of  God. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  May  31st,  the 
final  summons  came.    It  was 

"  In  the  chill  before  the  dawning. 
Between  the  night  and  morning," 
but  the  day  that  broke  for  her  was  the  elei'ual  day. 
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LIFE  MOSAIC. 

Master  I  to  do  great  work  for  Thee,  my  hand 
Is  far  too  weak!    Thou  giveut  what  may  suit,— 
Some  little  chips  to  cut  with  care  minute, 

Or  tint,  or  grave,  or  polish.    Others  stand 

Before  their  quarried  marble,  fair  and  grand, 
And  make  a  life-work  of  the  great  design 
Which  Thou  hast  traced ;  or,  many  skilled  combine 

To  build  vast  temples  gloriously  planned; 
l^et  take  the  tiny  stones  which  I  have  wrought, 

Just  one  by  one,  as  they  were  given  by  Thee, 
Not  knowing  what  came  next  in  Thy  wise  thought. 

Set  each  stone  by  Thy  master-hand  of  grace; 
Form  the  mosaic  as  Thou  wilt  for  me, 

And  in  Thy  temple  pavement  give  it  place. 

—  Fraiices  Ridley  Havergal, 


-•♦>- 


WOMAN^S   BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  April  18  to  May  18,  1888. 
Mi»s  Emma  Caurutu,  Taeasurbr. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.-—  Mre.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  M  a  c  h  i  a  s, 
Cbeeifiil  Workers,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Miriam 
Gates,  $36;  East  Macbias, 
Aux.,  $11.35;  Bath,  W.  F. 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  Winter  St.  and 
Central  Churches,  $39.25: 
Mechanic  Falls,  Ladies* 
Miss'y  SiKj'y,  Cong.  Ch.,  $4; 
Bangor,  Aux.,  $50;  Searsport, 
Givers  and  Gleaners,  $5; 
Union,  Ladies  of  Cong.  Ch., 
$6;  Augusta,  Aux.,  $50;  Scar- 
horo,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  $15;  Deer 
Isle,  Aux.,  $3 ;  Madison,  Aux., 
$5;  Blanchard,  Ladies,  $7; 
Greenville,  Aux.,  $23;  Lake- 
side, Helpers,  $44;  Winthrop, 
Aux.,  $25;  Brunswick,  Aux., 
$49.26;  Brockways  Mills,  Lu- 
cellaR.  Fowler,  lOcts. ;  ftkow- 
hegan.  Ladies*  Miss'y  Soc'y, 
Cong.  Ch..  $9.50;  Bethel,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  Aux.,  $12;  Auburn, 


Cong.  Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  B.,  const. 

L.  M.  Mamie  E.  Robie,  $25,    $418  46 


Total, 


HEW  hamfshirk. 


$418  46 


New  Hampehire  Branch,— yLia% 
A.  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.  Am- 
herst, Aux.,  $19;  Brookline, 
Aux.,  $18,  East  Jaffrey,  Aux., 
$14;  Hampton,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.M  Mrs.  D.  O.Lea v- 
itt,  $30 ;  Keene,  Second  Cong. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $16.51;  Frances- 
town,  Aux.,  $23;  Lempster, 
Two  Friends,  $5;  Meredith, 
Aux.,  $13.50,  Newport,  Work- 
ers, $50;  Pittsfield,  M.  B., 
$33.75;  Raymond,  Aux.,  prev. 
contri.  const.  L.  M.  Iffiss 
Annie  L.  Currier,  $8;  Wal- 

Eole,  Y.  P.  M.  C,  $18.23;  West 
ebanon,  Aux.,  $19 ;  Winches- 
ter, Aux.,  $16.75,  $284  74 


Total, 


$284  74 


RECEIPTS. 
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VBRMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.— Mtb.  T.  M. 

Ho  waril ,    'I'loas.      Bellows 

Falls,  Mt.  Kilburn,  M.  C,  $25; 

West  Brattleboro,  Aux.,  S13; 

East    Fairfield,     Aux.,     $10; 

Jericho   Centre,    Aux.,    i^ri; 

Rutland,  Aux.,    $2.70,  Y.  L. 

Miss'y  Lea^^ue,  $20;  East  St. 

Johnsbury,  Band  of  Promise, 

$5;  St.  Jo'hnsburv,  South  Ch., 
'  Aux.,$27;Quechee,Aux.,$20,  $134  70 

Danby.—  Lydia  S.  Patten,  5  00 


Total, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


$139  70 


$5  00 


A^  B.  C, 

Andover  and  Woburn  Branch,-^ 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Medford,  Aux.,  $r)0;  Melrose 
Highlands,  Aux.,  $18.36:  Ma^ 
plewood,  M.  C.  $3iB,  Ballard- 
vale,  Aux.,  $19;  Wakefield, 
Aux.,  $40,  165  36 

Barnstable  5ranc/i.— Miss  A. 
Snow,  Treas.  We  1  If  lee  t, 
Aux.,  6  00 

Berkshire  Branch.^^lrs.  C.  E. 
West,  Treas.  South  Egre- 
mont,  Aux.,  of  wh  $25  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Caivin  Keyser, 
$75;  Hinsdaie,  Aux.,  $17.39; 
Pittsfield,  First  Ch. ,  A  Friend, 
$20,  TwoFriends  in  Berkshire, 


$225, 


337  39 


Essex  South  Branch.  —  Miss 
S.  W.   Clark,  Treas.     Lynn,  " 

Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Henry 
Hacker,  $41.50;  Middleton, 
Junior  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  consti 
L.  M.  Miss  Carrie  M.  Howe, 
$35,  76  50 

Franklin  Co.  BrAnc/i.— Miss  L. 
A.  Sparhawk,  Treas.  Green- 
field, Aux.,  $44.23;  Orange, 
Aux.,  $30;  Shelburne,  Aux., 
$27;  Shelburne  Falls,  Aux., 
$45.40,  Morning  Star,  M.  C, 
$7.75;  South  Deerfleld,  Aux., 
$6.75 ;  Sunderland,  A  u  x., 
$30.90;  Whately,  Aux.,  $15.66,  207  68 

Hampshire  Co.  firanc/i.— Miss 
T.  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  Chester- 
field, Aux.,  $15:  Hatfield, 
Aux.,  prev.  contri.  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Belden, 
$27;  Haydenville,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $50  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  C. 
Vinine  Anderson,  Miss  Hat- 
tie  J.  Rice,  $55.36;  North  Had- 
ley,  Aux.,  $11.50;  South  Had- 
ley.  Faithful  Workers,   $12; 


Northampton,  Aux.,  First 
Ch.,  div.  prev.  contri.  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  J.  B.  Clark,  Miss 
Helen  A.  Hillman,  Miss  Sarah 
M.  Lyman,  $1 72,  Edwards  Ch., 
div.  pi'cv.  contri.  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Delia  A.  Strong,  $103.47; 
C«ordon  Hall,  M.  B.,  $86.13; 
South  Amherst,  Aux.,  $28, 
Mrs.  P.,  $1,  $511  46 

Xatcrence.— Miss Phebe  A.Mills,     4  40 

Old  Colony  Branch.—MiM  F, 
J.  Runnels,  Treas.  New 
Bedford,  Wide-Awake  Work- 
ers, $8r).  Union  Workers,  $64,  149  00 

Springfield  Branch.—M.iaa  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Springfield,  First  Cli.,  Aux., 
$40,  Memorial  Ch.,  Happy 
Hearts,   $12,  62  00 

Suffolk  Branch.— yiisa  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  A 
Friend,  $1.25,  Union  Ch., 
Aux.,  $29.75,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  $90, 
Shawinut  Ch.,  Aux.,  $88  Oid 
South  Ch.,  Aux.,  $6,  Brigh> 
con,  Aux.,  const.  L  M.  Mrs. 
A.  T.  Spaulding,  $26,  Y  L. 
M.  C.)  $10;  Charlestown, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  George  W. 
Brooks,  $50;  Cnelsea,  Third 
Ch.,  Floral  M.  C.  $5 ,  Dedham, 
Y.  L.  M.  S.,  $10;  Asyium 
Dime  Soc'y,  $1.50;  Medfield, 
Ladies*  Aux.,  $28,  Morning 
Giory  M.  C,  $36.21;  Newton, 
Aux.,  $226;  Roxbury,  High- 
land Ch.,  Aux.,  $76.06;  West 
Newton,  Aux.,  $16,  606  76 

IVest  fyarrcH.— Mrs.  E.  G.  Car- 
ter, 4  40 

fVorcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs. 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Boyls- 
ton,  Aux.,  $6.25;  Rockdale, 
Willing  Workers,$56;  Oxford, 
Woman's  Miss'y  Soc*y,  $16; 
Upton,  Aux.,  $39;  Westboro, 
Aux.,  $30,  146  25 

Total,         $2^3^^ 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence.—  Mrs.  Laura  C. 
Condit,  $16  00 

Rhode  Island  Branch.—  Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Bristol, 
Aux.,  $51;  Newport,  Aux., 
$62.05;  Providence,  Pilgrim 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $30;  Central  Falls, 
Aux.,  $69.93,  212  98 

Total,  $227  98 

CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.— M\%% 
M.  I.  Lockwootl,  Treas. 
Colchester,  Aux.,  $1;  Willi- 
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maDtic,  A  Friend,  $1;  East 
Lyme,  Aiix.,  $11.50;  Norwich, 
Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  $175.80;  New 
Loudon,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$28.75,  $218  05 

Hartford  firanc/l.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Coventry, 
Aux.,$^:Ea8t  Windsor,  Aux., 
$26;  Ellington.  Aux.,  $30; 
Glastonbury,  Aux.,  $101.80; 
Hartford,  Asylum  Hill  Ch., 
$5  Center  Ch.,  M.  C,  $25; 
Suffield,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $8.94; 
West  Hartford,  Aux.,  $6,        241  74 

New  Haven  Branch.— Miaa  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Centre- 
brook,  Aux.,  $51.50:  Cheshire, 
Aux.,  $40,  Cromwell,  Y.  L  M. 
C.  $5 ;  Derby,  Aux.,  $51 ;  East 
Hampton,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$26.35,  Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  $10; 
East  Haven,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M  Mrs.  Mary  G.  H. 
Dodge,  $48.90;  Ellsworth, 
Aux.,  $11.70;  Essex,  Aux., 
$3t.63;  HMdam,  Aux.,  pre  v. 
concri.  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Mary  Brainerd,  $10,  Alpha 
Soc*y,  $6,  Midolebury  Aux., 
$21.25;  Middletowu;  First  Ch., 
of  wh.  $25  const  L,.  M.  Mrs. 
Horace  F.  Boardman,  $30; 
New  Haven,  Center  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Bradley,  $81.50, 
Dwight  Place  Ch.,  Aux.,  $1 ; 
Fair  Haven,  First  Ch.,  Y.  L. 
M.  C,  $58,  Howard  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $35,  Humphrey  St.  Ch., 
Y.  L.  M.  C,  $40;  New  Milford, 
Aux.,  $98;  Northfleld,  Aux., 
$26.25;  Orange,  Aux.,  $16.50; 
Portland,  Work  and  Win,  $6; 
Redding,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Polly  Sel- 
leck,  $31.50;  Roxbury,  May- 
Flowers,  $8.50;  Sharon,  Aux., 
$21.31 ;  South  Norwalk,  Aux., 
$75,  Cheerful  Givers,  $5; 
Stamford,  Aux.,  $60;  Strat- 
ford, Alpha  Band,  $26.88; 
Torrington,  Valley  Gleaners, 
$10;  Westport,  Aux.,  $40; 
West  Haven,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  by  Mrs.  Susan  R.  Beards- 
ley,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Nancy 
P.  Hart,  $76.60,  Wilton,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Mer- 
win,  $100,  1,162  37 

Wether8field.—  S.  S.  CI.,  1  00 

Total,       $1,623  16 

LEGACIES. 

New  Haven.—  Legacy  of  Miss 
Eliza  Betts,  $50  00 

Legacy  of  Mrs.  Jane  Gilbert,  250  00 

Hartford  firancfc.— Legacy  of 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Butler,  West 
Hartford,  60  00 


NEW  YO&K. 

Denmark.— Mrs.  J.  T.  Keitts,       $2  40 

East  Bloon^ld.—IjB.dieB*  F. 
M.   Soc'y,  Cong.  Ch.,  49  00 

Wading  Eiver,  L.  /.— Miss'y 
Soc'y,  20  00 

New  fork  State  Branch.— li/lias 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Brook- 
lyn, E.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $5,  Puritan 
Ch.,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Luella  E.  Brown,  $100;  Gam- 
bia, Molyneux  Dist.,  Aux., 
$10;Elmira,  Park  Ch.,  Aux., 
$40;  Flushing,  Faith  M.  C, 
$35;  Le  Raysville,  Pa.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $26  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Dr.  Cook,  $30,  220  00 


Total, 


$291  40 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 

Miss  E.  Flavell,  Treas.  D.  C, 
Washington,  Monday  M.  C, 
First  Ch.,  of  wh.  $50  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  Kate  Gilpatrick, 
Miss  Pauline  W hi ttlesey, 
$200;  Jfd.,  Baltimore,  Y.  P. 
M.  C.,  $10;  N  J.f  Closter, 
Aux.,  $14;  East  Orange, 
Trinity  Ch.,  Aux.,  $38.25,  M. 
C,  $20;  Jersey  City,  Aux., 
$44.15:  Bound  Brook,  Beav- 
ers, $10,  $336  40 


Total, 


$366  40 


FLORIDA. 

Interlachen.  —Woman's  Miss'y 

Hoc'y,  $17  00 

Tawpa.— Three  Children,  66 


$17  65 


Total, 

NEBRASKA. 

Hastings.— M.  E.  A., 

Total, 

CANADA. 


Catmda.—  For.   Miss'y    Soc'y, 
Montreal,  $866  66 


General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 


Total,  $866  66 

$6,668  86 

28  72 

36000 

Total,       $6,947  67 


Miss  Harriet  W.  May, 

Ass't  Treat. 
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MY   REFUGE. 


"  In  the  secret  of  Thy  presence." —  Psalm  xxxi.  20. 


The  following  verses  were  written  by  Ellen  Lakshim  Goreh,  a 
Mahratta  Brahmin  lady  of  the  highest  caste.  She  was  born  at 
Benares,  Sept.  11,  1853,  and  is  now  at  Araritsar,  in  the  Punjaub, 
working  as  a  missionary  among  her  own  country-women,  often 
encountering  opposition,  but  also  often  cheered  by  finding  women 
glad  to  listen  to  the  gospel  story,  and  by  getting  welcomes  here 
and  there  even  in  the  darkest  places. 

In  the  secret  of  His  presence  how  my  soul  delights  to  hidel 
Oh,  how  precious  are  the  lessons  which  I  learn  at  Jesu's  side! 
Earthly  cares  can  never  vex  me,  neither  trials  lay  me  low, 
For  when  Satan  comes  to  tempt  me,  to  the  secret  place  I  go. 

When  my  soul  is  faint  and  thirsty,  *neath  the  shadow  of  His  wing 
There  is  cool  and  pleasant  shelter,  and  a  fresh  and  crystal  spring; 
And  my  Saviour  rests  beside  me  as  we  hold  communion  sweet: 
If  I  tried  I  could  not  utter  what  he  says  when  thus  we  meet. 

Only  this  I  know:  I  tell  him  all  my  doubts,  and  griefs,  and  fears; 
Oh,  how  patiently  he  listens,  and  my  drooping  soul  he  cheers  I 
Do  you  think  he  ne'er  reproves  me  ?    What  a  false  friend  he  would  be 
If  he  never,  never  told  me  of  the  sins  which  he  must  see. 

4 

Do  you  think  that  I  could  love  him  half  so  well,  or  as  I  ought, 
If  he  did  not  tell  me  plainly  of  my  sinful  deed  and  thought  ? 
No;  he  is  so  very  faithful,  and  that  makes  me  trust  him  more, 
For  I  know  that  he  does  love  me,  though  he  wounds  me  very  sore. 

Would  you  like  to  know  the  sweetness  of  the  secret  of  the  Lord  ? 
Go  and  hide  beneath  his  shadow;  this  shall  then  be  your  reward. 
And  whene'er  you  leave  the  silence  of  the  special  meeting-place. 
You  must  mind  and  bear  the  image  of  your  Master  in  your  face. 

You  will  fturely  lose  the  blessingand  the  fullness  of  your  joy. 
If  you  let  dark  clouds  distress  you,  and  your  inward  peace  destroy. 
You  may  always  be  abiding,  if  you  will,  at  Jesu's  side; 
In  the  secret  of  his  presence  you  may  every  moment  hide. 


'«B*'fec'^./ 


pleasantly  b: 


FIEST  FRUITS. 

Pao-tiko-fu,  Jan.  21, 1888. 
a  Sbcrhtart  :  The  weeks  liave  passed  so  quickly  and 
TOte  you  lant,  that  I  can  hardly  realize  tliat  it 
was  more  th.tn  two  montlia  ago.  I  have  just  awakened  to  the 
fact  that  etiidy  Ih  not  the  only  duty  before  tne,  and  bo  I  have  laid 
my  books  aside  this  afternoon  for  the  pleasant  task  of  writini;  to 
you,  Yon  will  forgive  my  Beemin;r  neglect  when  you  know  that  it 
is  the  fascination  of  study  which  makes  it  hard  to  write  letters. 
Whether  the  attract!  vl'mcss  of  the  study  is  in  the  language  itself, 
or  in  the  need  which  1  coiistautly  feel  of  being  able  to  use  it  to 
help  those  about  mo.  it  la  bard  to  tell. 

1  wish  you  could  look  in  upou  us  in  our  Chinese  home,  with  Its 
quaint,  tile-ioofed  IfoUKCS  forming  the  three  sides  of  two  square 
courts,  and  its  picturesque,  roofed  gateways  connecting  these 
s'juare  courtit  with  the  Ion;;  main  court  leading  out  to  the  street. 
Uai'dly  a  sound  penetrates  to  our  quiet  courts  to  remind  u 
we  arc  in  the  heart  of  a  great  Chinese  ci 
keeps  me  so  quietly  in  my  cozy  little  r 
th.it  1  am  not  in  the  home-land. 

Doubtless  you  were  introduced  to  our  Pao-ting-fu  home  through 
Mrs.  Piei-son's  letters  in  the  days  when  she  wna  Miss  Hale,  I 
board  with  Mr.  a*id  Mi's.  Pierson,  and  tlie  W.  B.  M.  I.  is  one  of 
the  many  bonds  of  sympathy  between  us. 

Tlicre  is  so  much  work  that  seems  to  be  just  waitinf;  lor  me  to 

got  ready  tn  do  it.     Since  Miss  Pierson  left  there  has  been  no  single 

lady  hero.     Mrs.  Menitt  has  been  out  only  two  years,  and  family 

«areB  have  prevented  her  getting  a  command  of  the  language,  so 

(ami 


s  that 
tnd  my  work  of  stndy 
I,  that  I  almost  foi^t 
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Mra.  Piersou  is  the  only  foreign  lady  to  do  any  work  among  the 
women,  and  she  has  two  little  children.  She  does  much  more 
than  one  would  think  possible;  still,  much  must  remain  undone. 
We  have  two  small  schools  for  girls,  both  taught  by  native  women 
under  Mrs.  Pierson's  supervision,  both  started  this  year.  Ther* 
are  seven  girls  from  outside  the  city,  and  there  were  more  who 
wanted  to  come,  but  the  care  would  have  been  too  much  for  Mrs. 
Pierson.  Seven  girls  seem  a  rather  small  nucleus  for  a  school, 
but  you  know  how  many  obstacles  stand  in  the  way  of  girls' 
schools,  so  the  number  who  have  applied  to  us  seems  to  indicate 
an  uuusual  opening  for  a  school. 

There  are  a  number  of  women  employed  as  servants  in  our 
courts,  or  who  are  the  wives  of  teachers  and  helpers  among  us, 
who  are  anxious  to  learn  more  characters,  so  that  they  can  read 
and  understand  the  Bible,  and  who  need  to  be  taught  mo4*e  of  the 
truth  which  they  have  found  so  precious,  but  of  which  they  have 
as  yet  hardly  tasted.  They  have  their  class  in  Sunday-school,  and 
their  weekly  prayer-meeting,  but  what  they  need  is  daily,  system* 
atic  instruction.  With  such  help  and  direction  many  •f  them 
would  be  able  to  do  a  vast  amount  of  good  in  working  among 
heathen  women,  but  there  is  no  one  now  to  give  them  a  minute  of 
time.  There  is  no  one,  either,  to  talk  to  the  women  who  come  to 
the  dispensary  for  treatment,  except  as  one  of  the  native  women 
goes  in  occasionally.  Doesn't  it  seem  too  bad  that  women  should 
come  there  day  after  day  and  not  hear  a  word  of  the  truth,  or  even 
receive  an  invitation  to  .our  meetings? 

I  doubt  whether  in  any  of  our  North  China  stations  there  are 
more  homes  where  the  visits  of  a  missionary  would  be  welcomed, 
and  her  teaching  of  Christian  truth  heard  with  respect,  than  here. 
If  my  time  permitted,  I  would  give  you  some  interesting  instances. 
A  young  man  became  a  member  of  our  church  last  Sunday  whose 
story  would  be  an  interesting  one,  as  he  was  brought  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth  largely  through  Mrs.  Jang,  one  of  the  women  in 
our  courts.  His  relatives  opposed  him  bitterly,  until  one  day 
during  the  Week  of  Prayer,  when  his  mother  and  sister  surprise<l 
him  by  a  request  that  he  would  take  their  cart  and  go  at  once  to 
ask  Mrs.  Jang  to  come  and  teach  them  the  Jesus  religion,  for 
they  were  persuaded  that  that  was  the  true  religion.  When  Mrs. 
Jang  went  out  to  their  home,  which  is  outside  the  city  wall,  the 
mother  and  sister  met  her  at  the  edge  of  their  village,  eager  to 
hear,  the  first  word  of  the  truth.  So  a  little  seed  has  been  sown 
which  may  yet  bear  fruit.  There  are  villages  scattered  all  about 
us  which  ought  to  be  visited.  Our  out-stations,  some  of  them  at 
some  distance  from  the  city,  ought  to  be  visited  by  a  missionary. 
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Can  we  imagine  bow  hard  it  is  for  our  little  handfuls  of  Christian 
women  in  these  stations  to  **  hold  fast  to  the  profession  of  their 
faith  without  wavering "  ?  Persecuted  often  by  their  relatives, 
unable  t  o  come  to  us  for  instruction  and  encouragement  as  their 
husbands  and  brothers  can,  unable  to  read  a  word  themselves, 
liaving  only  a  glimmer  of  light,  except  as  the  Holy  Spirit  him- 
self is  their  teacher,  surely  these  women  need  a  large  interest  in 
your  prayers. 

For  weeks  we  have  seen  that  the  Spirit  was  working  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  about  us,  and  the  interest  culminated  during 
the  Week  of  Prayer.  Last  Sunday  was  communion,  and  twenty 
were  added  to  our  number;  part  being  received  into  full  member- 
ship, part  into  the  "  Christian  Congregation," — a  sort  of  probation 
into  which  those  are  received,  who,  though  they  seem  thoroughly 
sincere  and  earnest,  have  not  been  taught  enough  of  the  truth  so 
that  it  is  thought  best  to  administer  the  rite  of  baptism.  I  had 
never  before  been  present  at  the  baptism  of  a  heathen  convert,  and 
the  scene  was  an  impressive  one,  never  to  be  forgotten.  This  ac- 
ceptance of  Christ  must  mean  so  much  to  those  who  have  come  out 
of  the  darkness  and  joylessness  of  heathenism!  As  one  looks  into 
the  earnest,  happy  faces  of  these  redeemed  ones,  and  contrasts 
them  with  the  faces  of  those  '*  without  God  and  without  hope  in 
the  world,"  he  gains  a  new  conception  of  the  power  of  Christ's 
gospel. 

Last  Sunday  the  lesson  for  the  Sunday-school  was  the  conver- 
sion of  the  jailor  and  his  family;  and  in  one  of  the  women's  classes, 
after  the  verse  was  read  which  told  how  the  jailor  "  rejoiced,  be- 
lieving in  God,"  the  teacher  asked  the  Christian  women  whether 
joy  filled  their  hearts  when  they  found  the  Saviour.  She  would 
have  needed  no  other  answer  than  the  glad  smile  which  flashed 
upon  every  face,  especially  upon  that  of  Mrs.  Gow,  who  had  just 
been  received  into  the  Christian  Congregation.  For  days  her  face 
had  shone  with  a  radiance  which  could  have  come  from  no  earthly 
happiness;  and  as  she  went  back  to  her  seat  after  taking  her 
solemn  pledge,  her  overflowing  joy  found  vent  in  stooping,  just  for 
an  instant,  and  caressing  a  little  child  which  she  passed. 

**  Why  shouldn't  our  hearts  be  glad,"  said  one,  "  now  we  have 
hope ; "  and  so  one  after  another  testified  to  the  peace  that  had 
come  into  their  lives.  Then  a  woman  who  knew  nothing  about 
the  truth  until  a  few  days  ago,  but  who  seems  to  be  earnestly  in- 
quiring the  way,  said:  '*  Many  a  time  I  have  burned  incense  until 
far,  far  into  the  night,  then,  tired  out  have  Iain  down  to  rest.  But 
before  I  got  to  sleep  I  would  remember  that  I  had  burned  no  in* 
cense  to  this  god,  and  I  would  rise  and  find  the  incense  and  go  out 
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and  burn  it.  Then  I  have  gone  back  to  bed  feeling  that  I  had  done 
my  duty,  but  no  joy  ever  came  into  my  heart  like  this  of  which 
you  speak." 

But  my  time  for  writing  is  brief,  and  I  must  not  multiply  in- 
stances. You  have,  perhaps,  had  a  glimpse  into  the  field  which 
lies  before  me.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  is  large  enough  to  fill  the 
hearts  and  hands  of  two  single  ladies?  How  many  are  you  going 
to  send  us  next  fall  ?  Unless  you  send  us  three  or  four,  I  fear  that 
Pao-ting-fu  will  fail  of  receiving  an  addition,  for  other  stations 
would  probably  have  the  first  claim.  I  am  more  than  willing  to 
give  some  one  a  share  in  my  million  women.  I  am,  or  rather  shall 
be  when  I  have  learned  enough  of  the  language,  the  only  lady  who 
can  give  much  time  to  the  work  in  this  great  city,  and  we  strike  a 
radius  of  over  a  hundred  miles  in  every  direction  before  we  reach 
another  missionary  station.  There  are  many  young  women  in  the 
home-land  who  would  find  in  missionary  work  that  "  chamber  of 
peace  "  for  which  they  are  blindly  groping,  **  if  they  but  knew  in 
this  their  day  the  things  which  belong  unto  their  peace." 

Our  column  in  the  Advance  is  always  my  first  reading  when  the 
papers  come,  twice  a  month,  and  I  have  enjoyed  your  annual 
meeting,  though  I  took  it  two  months  later  than  the  most  of  you. 
I  think  often  of  that  Friday  meeting  which  I  enjoyed  with  you 
when  my  heart  was  so  sore  with  the  home  parting,  and  of  the 
verse  which  Mrs.  Case  gave  to  Miss  Smith  and  myself,  '*  My  grace 
is  sufficient."  ^ 

It  is  unnecessary  to  ask  that  you  will  continue  to  remember  me 
in  your  prayers,  and  especially  that  I  may  soon  learn  enough  of  the 
language  so  that  I  can  begin  my  work.     My  address  is  Tientsin. 

Yours  with  love,  Luella  Mineb. 


-«♦»- 


EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS. 

The  testimony  of  one  who  is  in  the  field,  as  to  the  value  of  teaching  as  a 
preparation  for  missionary  work  :— 

I  WOULD  not  give  up  my  ten  years'  experience  in  teaching  on 
any  consideration.  It  is  worth  everything  to  me  here.  I  could 
not  do  without  it. 

I  think  most  people  have  very  vague  ideas  of  a  missionary's 
duties,  but  they  are  very  practical  duties;  and  the  more  experi- 
ence of  all  kinds  one  has  at  home,  the  more  efficient  will  she  be  in 
the  foreign  field.  I  am  glad  that  I  was  twenty-eight  years  old 
when  I  came  out  here,  and  that  I  had  been  dependent  entirely  on 
myself  for  support  since  I  was  eighteen  years  old. 
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.Miss  Evans,  of  Tung-cho,  wrote  early  in  the  school  year:— 

I  was  left  aloue  in  the  city  three  days  late  in  the  summer.  I 
had  no  cook,  and  was  not  very  well  fitted  out  for  a  separate  estab- 
lishment, but  again  my  boys  were  on  hand,  and  I  had  more  help 
than  I  needed.  Our  Bible-readers  kept  up  their  work  most  of  the 
time  throup;h  the  entire  summer,  going  to  homes  in  the  city  and 
near  villages.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  follow  up  their  work  as  closely 
as  I  wish  this  winter,  for  one  cannot  be  in  two  places  at  once. 

At  present  I  have  four  classes  in  school,  morning  prayers,  and 
a  class  with  the  Bible -readers  and  evening  prayers  with  the  school, 
besides  other  school  work.  I  wish  the  new-comers  were  twice  as 
many.  They  are  none  of  them  for  us.  The  call  from  Shantung 
and  Pao-ting-fu  came  first.  I  hope  our  turn  will  come  soon.  I  re- 
joice with  them  at  Shantung  that  they  have  two  new  helpers.  A 
great  work  is  all  ready  for  them.  ...  I  put  down  my  pen  and 
have  been  outside  the  north  gate  of  the  city  to  visit  a  poor  woman 
who  has  been  bed-ridden  nearly  two  years.  Dr.  Holbrook  opened 
the  place  to  us.  At  first  the  poor  woman  was  very  impatient  over 
her  sickness ;  then,  as  she  knew  more  of  the  truth,  prayed  to  die ; 
but  now  she  waits  patiently  God's  time.  It  has  done  me  good  to 
watch  her  growth  from  time  to  time.  So  vei*y  poor,  and  nothing 
in  her  home  bright  and  pleasant, —  what  an  awakening  it  will  be 
when  she  falls  asleep  and  awakes  in  heaven !  She  received  most 
gratefully  a  bunch  of  grapes  and  some  day  lilies  which  I  laid  by 
her  side.  After  a  talk  of  heavenly  things  and  a  prayer  I  went  to 
visit  an  old  blind*  woman,  who  has  been  received  into  the  church 
on  probation.  There  is  not  much  in  her  home  to  help  her,  and  I 
think  our  visits  are  a  real  comfort  to  her.  I  want  to  put  in  an- 
other plea.  When  Miss  Andrews  comes  back  we  must  have  another 
lady.  Plenty  of  work  is  ready  for  her,  and  more  waiting  to  be  de- 
veloped. Our  little  day  school  for  girls  was  not  opened  last  year, 
as  there  was  no  one  to  attend  to  it.  I  could  do  no  more,  and  Mrs. 
Beach's  hands  were  full. 

Mi88  Wright:— 

At  one  place  while  waiting  for  the  horses  to  be  watered  I  beck- 
oned to  a  group  of  women  standing  in  the  door  opposite,  some  oi 
whom  were  spinning.  One  held  in  her  arms  a  pretty  black  kid 
with  white  ears,  wliich  she  kissed  on  the  nose  as  she  came  up. 
*'  Can  you  read?"  I  said,  to  open  conversation.  All  gave  the  back- 
ward toss  of  the  head  which  means  "No."  "But  I  can  under- 
stand reading,"  said  one  firm-looking  woman,  with  a  proud  toss 
that  set  the  row  of  coins  jingling  about  her  forehead.  Sometimes 
I  go  to  the  Protestant  chapel,  and  hear  the  pastor  read  and  preach, 
and  I  understand  it  all." 
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I  praised  her  for  going  to  the  chapel,  and  asked,  *'  Did  you  ever 
hear  of  the  man  who  had  a  hundred  sheep  and  lost  one  of  them, 

and" She  took  the  story  out  of  my  mouth  and  finished  it 

correctly. 

**  But,"  said  another  woman,  "  we  can't  read,  and  we  cannot  un- 
derstand reading.  We  can  only  (with  a  gesture  of  touching  some- 
thing to  lips  and  forehead)  kiss  the  holy  hook.  What  shall  we 
do?"  It  was  such  a  simple  appeal,  my  heart  throhbed  as  I  heard 
it.  I  urged  her  to  go  to  the  Protestant  preacher's  house,  and  get 
his  wife  to  read  and  explain  the  holy  Book  to  her,  and  I  said, 
*'  Pray."  But  afterward  I  felt  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  say  that, 
for  to  a  village  woman  of  the  old  Armenian  church,  praying  means 
saying  over  rapidly,  and  often  in  a  dead  language  she  does  not  un- 
derstand, the  Lord's  Prayer  or  **  Hail  Mary,"  or  simply,  "  Lord 
have  mercy." 

As  I  sat  in  the  springless  immigrant  wagon,  jolting  along  for 
days  after  that,  I  kept  remembering  that  woman,  a  fair  type  of 
village  women  of  the  old  Armenian  church,  and  her  simple  ques- 
tion, "We  can't  read,  and  we  can't  understand  reading;  what 
shall  we  do? '' 


-«♦♦- 


THE  ADVANCE  OF  JAPANESE  CULTURE. 

In  a  recent  lecture  delivered  by  Rev.  C.  S.  Eby,  D.D.,  before 
the  Tokio  Education  Society,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of 
the  Vice-Minister  of  Education,  the  following  points,  which  have 
many  advocates  in  Japan,  were  made  and  developed  with  great 
power: — 

1.  The  political  development  of  a  counti'y  to-day  depends  on 
the  educational  development  of  the  people. 

2.  Educational  development  does  not  mean  the  superior  educa- 
tion of  a  few,  but  the  advance  of  the  culture  of  the  people  as  a 
whole,  making  education  national  and  popular. 

3.  A  national  popular  education  cannot  be  given  in  a  foreign 
tongue,  but  must  be  effected  through  the  medium  of  the  national 
vernacular,  so  developed  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  modem 
thought. 

4.  The  only  means  by  which  the  Japanese  language  can  be 
developed  into  a  classical  medium  of  popular  and  scientific 
education,  is  to  discard  the  foreign  fetters  of  the  Chinese  char- 
acter, and  to  adopt  the  Roman  letter  as  the  garb  of  its  later 
growth,  just  as  a  full  man  discards  the  clothes  of  his  childish 
years. 
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5.  In  order  to  introduce  the  Romuji  and  bring  al^out  this 
development,  the  Educational  Department  should  introduce  it 
into  schools,  and  make  its  acquisition  compulsory  on  every 
student  in  the  land. 

On  this  last  point  the  lecturer  says:  **At  present  there  is  an 
insurmountable  wall  between  Japan  and  other  nations,  which 
nothing  can  scale.  Not  one  man  in  a  hundred  who  comes  to 
Japan  can  learn  to  read  your  books  and  newspapers;  your  whole 
life  and  thoughts  are  locked  up  till  they  leak  out  in  driblets 
through  imperfect  translations.  While  the  world  can  learn  so 
little  of  you  except  at  second  hand,  you  must  not  wonder  at 
their  indifference  to  the  great  questions  that  agitate  you;  and  if 
you  reject  the  literary  badge  of  a  civilized  language,  you  must  not 
wonder  that  the  idea  prevails  that  Japan  is  still  an  uncivilized 
country.  I  yield  to  no  Japanese  even  in  my  desire  to  see  treaty 
revision  brought  about  in  such  a  way  as  to  justify  every  claim  of 
justice  and  fairness;  but  I  do  feel  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
estrangement  of  foreign  peoples  lies  in  the  literary  wall  erected 
between  us. 

''In  a  word,  as  I  look  over  all  the  advantages  you  have  gained  by 
a  multitude  of  reforms  during  the  remarkable  years  since  your 
country  was  opened  to  foreign  intercourse,  I  consider  them  all 
put  together  as  less  than  that  to  be  obtained  by  this  literary 
reform,  that  will  give  you  an  independent  language  and  literature; 
and  not  only  that,  but  will  make  the  world's  learning  accessible  to 
twenty  million  more  of  your  people  than  can  be  reached  by  the 
present  method  of  Chinese  characters,  and  a  hodge-podge  of  a 
Sinico- Japanese  language." 

•  •• 


HOW  WE  BEGAN  OUR  KINDERGARTEN. 

BY  MABIA  G.  NUTTING. 

Mardin,  Turkey,  January,  1888. 

In  July  last  it  was  decided,  after  a  full  discussion  of  pros  and 
cons,  that  I  might  open  a  school  for  the  little  children,  adapting 
and  working  in  as  many  of  the  kindergarten  ideas  as  possible, 
gradually,  since  neither  the  little  ones  nor  myself  were  ready  for 
the  real  thing  in  all  its  details.  One  of  my  objections  when  mem- 
bers of  the  station  urged  my  doing  the  work  was,  that  I  had  never 
had  the  technical  training.  But  the  need  seemed  imperative ;  and 
with  my  natural  love  for  children,  and  my  experience  for  years 
with  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  I  undertook  the  work.  And  if 
you  could  once  see  how  unlovely,  barren  of  home-like  attractions 
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and  of  peace-bringing  discipline  their  homes  are,  I  am  sure  that 
there  would  arise  a  great  longing  to  help  the  little  things  to  better 
lives.  It  was  in  the  face  of  not  a  few  objections  and  difficulties 
that  at  last  the  school  was  opened,  September  12th,  in  the  bedroom 
of  the  girls'  school.  In  making  ray  plans,  considering  the  very 
limited  room  and  my  still  insufficient  use  of  this  tough  Arabic, 
fifteen  had  seemed  the  largest  number  that  could  be  accommo- 
dated. But  as  soon  as  it  became  known  that  there  was  to  be  such 
a  school,  the  applications  were  so  numerous,  and  the  interest 
manifested  so  great,  that  we  were  obliged  to  extend  the  list  to 
twenty-five,  and  later  to  thirty,  and  only  the  absolute  lack  of  room 
prevents  the  acceptance  of  more.  I  had  the  necessary  tables  and 
seats  made  from  the  boxes  in  which  my  goods  came,  thereby,  as 
has  been  laughingly  said  to  me,  burning  the  bridge  of  return  to 
America,  since  lumber  enough  for  a  large  box  is  quite  an  unheard 
of  quantity  here.  I  supplied  myself  with  such  materials  as  1  could 
utilize  from  the  market  here, —  their  colored  beads,  paper,  etc., — 
and  adapted  material  on  hand,  so  that  we  had  a  fairly  good  school. 
Of  course  tliere  are  simple  branches  in  Arabic  taught,  but  largely 
the  work  of  the  school  was  such  as  I  could  do,  and  I  was  with  the 
children  from  the  morning  hour  of  opening,  8.15,  until  4  p.  m., 
excepting  a  half  hour  for  my  own  recitation  in  Arabic  grammar, 
and  lunch-time.  Upon  the  whole  the  work  has  been  pronounced 
by  competent  judges  to  be  the  most  important  and  successful 
started  for  years.  Hardly  a  day  passed  without  one  or  more  vis- 
itors, both  from  our  own  and  papal  communities,  also  from  people 
from  other  cities,  the  special  attraction  seeming  to  be  the  motion 
songs,  which  are  an  entire  novelty  among  this  people.  The  average 
attendance  has  been  about  twenty-five,  and  the  school  was  in 
session  from  September  12th  to  December  30th  inclusive.  It  is 
now  closed  for  a  short  vacation  during  the  hardest  of  the  winter, 
since  the  children  have  no  proper  clothing  for  severe  weather,  and 
the  best  heat  we  can  get  up  in  the  damp,  stone-bounded  room  is 
from  a  native  stove  of  sheet-iron  with  the  pipe  run  out  through 
one  of  the  panes  of  the  solitary  window. 

I  have  been  greatly  encouraged  in  learning  that  a  *^  baby  organ  " 
has  been  sent  by  my  home  church,  also  a  small  box  of  material, 
another  box  from  Milwaukee,  and  a  third  box  of  carefully  selected 
material  from  friends  in  Chicago.  They  cannot  reach  me  probably 
before  April,  yet  it  is  an  untold  help  to  know  that  they  are  coming. 
The  great  need  now  is  a  proper  building  for  the  school,  which  we 
hope  may  come  in  after  these  poor  starving  mountain  people  are 
helped. 
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The  following  dialogue  is  for  the  wee  ones  among  our  Ck>ral  Workers; 
who  bear  in  their  childish  hearts  and  prayers  the  dear  Morning  Star,  which 
their  gifts  speed  on  her  way. 

It  makes  an  effective  exercise,  with  very  moderate  demand  on  the  time 
and  talent  of  the  leader. 

Ten  or  twelve  children  appear  on  the  platform  and  sing  a  missionary 
hymn:  a  very  suitable  one  may  be  found  on  page  114  of  our  Missionary 
Hymnal.  Then  two  of  the  number  step  forward  and  give  this  dialogue,  after 
which  the  entire  group  join  in  another  hymn,  "  Ahoy,  Ahoy,"  page  59  Mis- 
sionary Hymnal. 

MORNING  STAR  DIALOGUE. 

Maud. —  Once  there  was  a  little  girl,  and  what  do  you  think  she 
had? 

Florence, —  A  hright  new  ten-cent  piece,  and  I  tell  you  she  was 
glad. 

M, —  Once  there  was  a  little  dime,  and  where  did  it  find  itself? 

F, —  Dropped  in  the  mission  fund,  in  the  hank  on  the  parlor 
shelf. 

M. —  Once  there  was  a  mission  fund,  and  where  do  yoU  think  it 
went? 

F, —  It  helped  to  pay  for  a  mission  ship,  to  the  heathen  to  be 
sent. 

M. —  The  ship  went  bounding  over  the  sea,  till  it  reached  the 
lands  afar. 

F. —  Because  it  brought  such  light  and  joy  they  called  it  the. 
Morning  Star. 

M. —  Once  there  was  a  heathen  child,  and  what  do  you  think 
said  she  ? 

J^. — "  I  thank  the  girl  who  gave  her  dime  to  send  this  ship  to  me." 

M, —  Once  there  was  a  little  girl !    It  might  have  been  myself! 

F. — Then  put  your  dime  in  the  mission  fund,  in  the  bank  on 

the  parlor  shelf. 

«♦♦ 
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Ch.,  139.20,  Plymouth  Ch., 
Mrs.  J.  H.  W.,  50  cts;;  Daiv- 
vUle,  Mrs.  A.  M.  S.,  10;  OaZea- 
burg.  First  Church  of  Christ, 
37.50 ;  Jacksonvillef  31 ;  MapU- 


RECEIPTS. 
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wood.  Branch  of  Grace  Ch., 
8.tJ8;  Oak  Park,  23.50;  Poplar 
Grove,7.lO:PoH£yron,lb.36t9Sn  34 

Junior:  Lake  View,  Cliurcli  of 
the  Redeemer,  11  00 

Juvenile:  Aurora,  Willing 
Workers,  10;  Chicago,  Fly- 
mouth  Ch.,  Children's  Soc  y 
of  C.  E.,  10 ;  Oak  Park,  Torch- 
Bearers,  22;  Toulon,  Lamp- 
lighters, 1.40,  43  40 

Sunday-schools:  Kenwood, 
Evangelical  Ch.,  Primary  CI.,    10  00 

Legacy  :  Mrs.Racbel  E.Wright, 
of  Sandwich,  by  J.  C.  Taylor, 
Ex'r, 


Total, 


IXDIAKA. 


161  21 
596  95 


Branch.— Mrs.  N.  A.  Hyde,  of 
Indianapolis,  Treas.  East 
Oilead,  8.14;  Elkhart,  30; 
Fremont,  1.80;  Ft.  Recovery, 
10;  Ft.  Wayne,  20:  Indian- 
apolis, Mayflower  Ch.,  54.63; 
Kokomo,  10 ;  IA^>er,  3.50 ;  Mich- 
igan City,  19,  157  07 

Junior  :  Indianapolis,  May- 
flower Ch.,  Y.  L.,  15.10;  Mich- 
igan City,  Mosaic  Soc'y,  18; 
Terre  Haute,  Opportunity 
Club,  6,  39  10 

Juvenile:  Fremont,  S.  S.,  70 
cts. ;  Ft.  Recovery,  Children's 
Band,  5;  Ft.  Wayne,  Coral 
Workers,  20;  Michigan  City, 
Miss'y  Helpers,  71  cts.,  26  41 

Total,  222  58 

IOWA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grinnell,  Treas.  Alden, 
3.35;  Algona,  21.13;  Cherokee, 
8.25;  Davenport,  14.30;  Des 
Moines,  Plymouth  Ch.,  23.54; 
Eldora,  4.62;  Fairfax,  2; 
Grinnell,  22.42;  Iowa  Falls, 
4.34;  Keokuk,  45 ;  Lyons,  14.59 ; 
Magnolio,  3.75;  McGregor, 
6.56;  Osage,  2.81;  Rockford, 
1.48;  Sioux  City,  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Johnson,  5;  Stacyville,  6.50; 
Ifewel,  10,  199  46 

Junior:  Durant,  5;  Creston, 
Jotteringuns,8.25 ;  Muscatine, 
10,  23  25 

Juvenile  :  GrinnelLBnsy  Bees, 
West  Branch,  21.45,  East 
Branch,    4.23, 


Total, 


KANSAS. 


25  68 
248  57 


Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  Leavenworth,  Treas. 


Fairvieiv,  14.58;  Hiawatha, 
5;  Howard,  5;  Highland,  5; 
Lawrence,  10 ;  McPherson, 
10;  Neujton,  1.30;  PartHdge, 
6 ;  Stockton,  3.62, 

Junior:  Centr alia.  Young  La- 
dies, 

Juvenile:  Blue  Rapids,  Acorn 
Band,  5;  ^eu;^on,  50  cts., 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 

MICHIGAN. 


60  50 

1  27 

5  50 

69  27 
7  00 

60  27 


Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Charlotte, 
20;  Cooper,  10;  Detroit,  Wood- 
ward Ave.  Ch.,  50;  Dorr,  6; 
Kalamazoo,^;  Ovia,5;  Salem, 
5;  St.  Joseph,  15;  Union  City, 
10,  171  00 

Junior:  Cheboygan,  1.86;  St. 
Joseph,  10 ;  Eaton  Rapids,  10,    11  86 

Juvenile:  Covert,  Band  of 
Hope,  2;  Detroit,  Woodward 
Ave.  Ch.,  King's  Cup-Bearers, 
70;  EssexvUle,  2,  74  00 

S  UND  AY-SCHOOLS :  EsscxviUe, 
1.50;  Horton's  Bay,  1;  Web- 
ster, 3.83, 


Total, 


6  33 
263  19 


MINNESOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Northiield,  Treas. 
Duluth,  37.75;  Minneapolis, 
First  Ch.,  30;  Morris,  10; 
Northjield,  58.60,  136  35 

Junior:  Minneapolis,  Lyndale 
Ch.,  Y.  L.,  10,  Plymouth  Ch., 
Y.  L.,  5,  15  00 

Juvenile:  Benson,  Cheerful 
Workers,  5;  Qlyndon,  Miss. 
Band,  4.60;  Lake  City,  S.  S., 
Easter-offering,  5;  Marshall, 
Cheerful  Givers,  12;  Minne- 
a^lis.  First  Ch.,  Earnest 
Workers,  20, 


Total, 


46  60 
197  95 


MISSOURI. 

Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Treas.  Vinita,  Indian 
Territory,  16.50,  16  60 

Juvenile:  SpHnglield,  First 
Ch.,  Children  of  the  King,  50; 
St.  Louis,  Hyde  Park  Ch., 
Morning  Star  Band,  4.24,         54  24 

Total,  70  74 
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NEBRASKA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hall, 
of  Omaha,  Treas.  Blair^  16; 
Clarks,  3.12;  Camp  Creek,  2; 
Crete,  5 ;  ExMer.  9 ;  Fremont, 
9.62:  Geiioa,^',  Irulngton,  15; 
MUford,  1.30;  Nebraska  City, 
6.65;  Neligh,  'l.'Ab;  Omaha, 
First  Ch.,  25,  Collection  at 
Ass'n,  8.23, 

Junior:  Fremont,  King's  Vol- 
unteers, 

Juvenile:  Fremont,  1;  York, 
Mission  Band,  10, 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 

OHIO. 

Bbanoh.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely, 
of  Elyria,  Treas.  Atwater, 
6:  Bellevue,  20;  liereOf  15; 
Ceredo,  W.  ra.,4.60;  Chanlon, 
8;  Chester,  17.60;  Cincinnati, 
Walnut  Hills  Ch.,  of  wh.  50  to 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  H.  J.  Pap:e 
and  Mrs.  N.  Miller,  67.60; 
Cuyahoga  FaU8,2M ;  Geneva, 
15 ;  I{ampdenfi.50;Hudson,lO', 
Lodi,  5.25;  Toledo,  Central 
Ch.,  10,  First  Ch.,  110, 

Junior:  Atwater,  M.  C,  20; 
Chardon,  Y.  L.  B.  S.,  6; 
Cleveland,  First  Ch.,  Y.  P.  S. 
C.  £.,  19.35,  Jenning's  Ave. 
Ch.,  Y.  P.  S.,  15;  Elyria, 
Golden   Links,    20.40, 

Juvenile:  Medina,  Girls'  Mis- 
sion Band, 

Sunday-school :    Xinsm^an, 

Total. 


Ill  27 

12  50 

11  00 

134  77 
16  79 

118  07 


298  15 


79  76 

6  00 
18  40 

402  30 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Oahe, 
Shiloh  Ch.,  Indian  Woman's 
M.  S.,  10;  Vermillion,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Minerva 
Bower,  25,  Mrs.  Wheeler's 
trees,  Harpoot,    1.09, 

Juvenile:  Valley  Springs, 
Cheerful   Workers, 

Total, 

ROCKY  mountain. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Hiram  R.Jones, 
of  Pueblo,  Col.,  Treas.  Colo- 
rado Springs,  const.   L.  M. 


36  09 

4  00 

40  09 


Mrs.  W.  D.  Sheldon,  26;  Col- 
lection at  District  Meetmg  in 
Denver,  8.18;  Collection  at 
District  Meeting  in  Buena 
Vista,   3.83,  87  01 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


37  01 


Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Cobuni,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  Arena, 
Second  Ch.,  6.75;  Heloit,  Se- 
cond Ch.,  12;  lirodhead,  8; 
Clinton,  10;  Delavan,  10.66; 
Eau  Claire,  20;  KUboum 
City,  20;  La  Crosse,  34.22; 
Madison,  33.53;  Mukuioiuigo, 
4;  Racine,  28.76;  Waukesha, 
18.72;  WhUewater,  1.10,  206  63 

Junior:  BeloU,  S.  S.,  40;  Mil- 
waukee, Grand  Ave.  Ch.,  Y. 
L.,  25 ;  Sparta,  Y.  L.,  3,  68  00 

Juvenile:  Antigo,  Willing 
Workers,  2;  JanesviUe,  Mrs. 
J.  Wright's  S.  S.  Class,  2; 
New  Lisbon,  Children  of  Mrs. 
Masoii  and  Mrs.  Fl 
Whitewater,  Rose  Bui 


lagg,  38i 
Buds,  1, 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 

GEORGIA. 


538 

280  01 
15  60 

264  41 


.<4^anto.~  Church  of  the  Re- 
deemer, 12  60 


Total, 


TENNESSEE. 


12  60 


Memphis.— Second  Ch.,  Anx. 
So<?y,  6  40 


Total, 


640 


TEXAS. 

LkUkLS.—Yirat  Ch.,  Aux.  Soc'y,    14  00 

Total,  14  00 

HISCBLLANSOUS. 

Sale  of  leaflets,  envelopes,  etc., 
40.23;  a  friend,  Indianapolis, 
for  gold  ring  fund,  26  cts.,         40  48 

Receipts  for  month,  2,695  51 

Previously  acknowledgeil,      18358  34 


Total  since  October,  $21,463  85 


MAT  MEETING. 

The  "  cI^eIc  shaileE  of  Berkeley,"  its  rose-embowered  homes 
overlookin;;  the  beautiful  bay,  with  TiLmalpaiis  in  dim  outline  on 
tlie  right,  and  the  low-hung  eminences  that  mart  the  Golden  Gate 
on  the  left  —  what  more  delightful  surroundings  in  wliicli  to  gather 
for  our  May  outing!  Hither  we  came  in  May  of  1881,  and  it  may 
be  that  our  friends  at  Berkeley  bave  established  a  precedent  which 
it  will  be  hard  for  them  to  set  aside  in  the  coming  years.  Within 
the  beautiful  church  wore  the  dear  faces  of  friends  whom  we  loved 
in  other  days,  as  we  do  to-day.  Some  one  says  that  our  "motivBB 
for  doing  things  are  mixed";  and  ho  we  were  in  doubt  whether 
duty  or  pleasure  most  predominated.  In  the  pleasant  upper  room 
of  the  church  a  most  bountiful  lunch  was  spread,  made  beautiful 
as  well  as  bountiful  by  the  wealth  of  roses  —  roses  at  each  plate, 
IS  of  every  hue,  with  gorgeous 


names,  which  memory  fails  u 
was  a  delicate  cake,  which  bore  o 
ous  letters,  "C.  B.  C.  U.  S.  A." 
another  to  decipher.     U.  S.  A.  wa 


o  retain.  A  feature  ol  this  lunch 
□  its  frosted  surface  the  mysteri- 
This  was  passed  from  one  to 
s  plain  enoufrh,  but  C.  B.  C.  was 
a  mystery.  This  cake  was  made  by  the  Chinese  cook  of  one  of 
our  friends,  who,  on  completing  it,  was  much  surprised  that  she 
could  not  unravel  the  meaning  of  the  three  letters.  "You  not 
knowf"  he  said,  in  surprise.  "Why,  'Christ's  Blest  Church,' 
sure";  which  showed  that,  although  he  was  sot  a  Christian,  he 
had  absorbed  some  valuable  ideas.  This  was  said  to  be  "a full 
Board  " —  full,  in  that  each  one  of  the  eleven  composing  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  was  present;  and  full,  in  view  of  the  abundance 
of  good  things  set  before  us.  We  do  not  wonder  at  that  French- 
man who  said,  "Ze  Englees  his  ze  beautiful  language."  "Board," 
a  company  of  people  organized  for  certain  work;  and  "board,"  aa 
representing  a  table,  around  which  friends  are  gathered. 

The  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  followed,  was 
of  more  than  usual  interest  and  importance,  as  the  matter  of  the 
support  of  another  young  lady  missionary  must  be  decided,  after 
having  been  under  cousideralion  for  two  or  three  months.     During 

can 
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this  time  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the  American  Board, 
introducing  to  us  Miss  Flora  Denton,  of  Tropico,  Los  Angeles 
County,  who  has  been  led,  we  believe,  by  Divine  Providence,  to 
offer  herself  for  missionary  service  in  Japan.  It  naturally  seemed 
to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Board  at  Boston  that,  as  Miss  Denton 
was  a  native  Calif ornian,  it  would  probably  be  agreeable  to  us  to 
undertake  her  support,  thus  attaching  her  to  our  Board.  .  .  .  We 
trust  tliat  all  who  become  acquainted  with  Miss  Denton  will 
feel  as  assured  as  we  of  the  true  Christian  character,  eamestuess, 
and  sincerity  of  j)urpose,  coupled  with  a  modest  distrust  of  her- 
self, and  of  the  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 'we  should  wish  to  see 
in  one  who  is  to  go  hence  to  teach  the  religion  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  who  is  to  be  brought  into  such  close  and  loving  rela- 
tions as  is  Miss  Denton  to  us.  We  look  back  to  the  time,  a  few 
years  since,  when  we  were  in  a  similar  position  in  regard  to  our 
dear  Miss  Gunnison,  and  which  resulted  in  a  union  which  has 
brought  with  it  no  regrets,  but  only  increasing  joy  and  confidence, 
as  we  have  watched  her  work  in  the  school  at  Kobe. 

The  formal  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  entirely 
hearty  and  unanimous,  and  was  followed  by  tender  words  and 
prayer  by  our  President  for  God's  blessing  on  this  decision. 

This  meeting  was  followed  by  the  general  meeting,  in  which 
fifty  ladies  were  gatliered.  The  *' Wonderful  Words  of  Life" 
were  sung  and  read.  The  portion  read .  was  the  story  of  the 
woman  who,  in  trembling  faith,  "  touched  the  liem "  of  our 
Saviour's  garment.  Its  suggested  lessons  are  very  precious.  The 
story  of  the  alabaster  box  of  ointment  poured  upon  Jesus^  head 
was  also  read.  Reading  of  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  reports 
followed.  The  latter  was  not  especially  encouraging,  as  we  con- 
sider that  we  aie  rapidly  approaching  tlie  end  of  our  fiscal  year. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  eacli  auxiliary  to  begin  in  earnest  to  gatlier 
in  the  contributions  for  the  year  from  each  member,  that  there  be 
no  lack  in  August,  wliich  is  not  far  away. 

;Mrs.  Jewett  read  from  a  recent  letter  of  Mrs.  Bfildwin,  of 
Broosa,  now  in  this  country.  She  writes  that  **  owing  to  the 
desire  of  many  to  hear  of  our  work,  we  are  not  getting  the  rest 
we  were  looking  forward  to."  She  mourns  the  death  of  Mi's. 
Crawford. 

Miss  Raymond,  who  is  a  lecturer  on  historical  subjects,  spoke 
of  Pundita  Ramabai,  whose  visit  to  this  country  has  excited  so 
much  interest  in  many  circles. 

Miss  Fay  then  introduced  to  the  ladies  the  name  of  Miss  Den- 
ton, and  announced  the  decision  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
regard  to  her  connection  with  our  Board,  and  asked  for  a  con- 
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firmation  of  this  action  from  the  ladies  present.  The  vote  con- 
curring in  the  adoption  of  Miss  Denton  was  unanimously  taken  by 
rising,  after  which  the  hymn  "Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee"  was 
sung;  and  said  our  President,  **We  are  never  so  near  to  God  as 
when  we  are  reaching  out  to  others.'* 

The  blessed  words  of  our  Saviour,  as  contained  in  our  last 
Sunday-school  lesson,  well  up  in  our  hearts  as  we  think  of  our 
loved  missionaries,  who  leave  home,  and  friends,  and  country  to 
give  bread  to  the  hungering,  water  to  the  thirsting,  and  the  "  cup 
of  cold  water"  to  the  sick  and  suffering.  And  we  hear  those 
words  again,  **  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these, 
ye  did  it  unto  me." 

It  was  a  rare  pleasure  to  have  with  us  again  Miss  Mary  Porter, 
who  is  here  now  with  her  honored  father,  awaiting  the  return  of 
her  brother,  Dr.  Porter,  from  China.  Those  who  know  Miss 
Porter  need  not  to  be  told  of  the  interest  always  awakened  at  her 
recital  of  incidents  in  missionary  life. — Mrs,  S.  S,  Smithy  in  "  The 
Pacific.'' 

<»»  -J 


INDIA. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Perkins  writes  in  private  letters,  from  which  we  are  permitted 
to  give  extracts :  — 

I  AM  sitting  in  a  little  mud  church  enjoying  a  moment  of  quiet 
after  saying  salaam  and  words  of  greeting  to  the  Christians  of  this 
place.  I  left  home  night  before  last  in  my  bullock  bandy,  and 
have  been  traveling  and  sleeping  in  that  little  house, —  for  it  cer- 
tainly is  the  missionary's  house  when  he  is  on  his  tour.  .  .  .  Yes- 
terday I  stopped  at  eight  villages,  and  preached  at  each  one.  .  .  . 
At  this  place  I  baptized  two  children.  .  .  .  The  little  one  baptized 
will  have  all  the  machinery  of  the  Church  of  God  to  help  it  fight 
the  battle  of  life.  It  will  listen  to  prayers,  to  sermons,  to  teach- 
ings, but  the  little  heathen,  standing  at  the  door  looking  on,  will 
have  none  of  these  things;  no  help  to  contend  with  the  evil  of  its 
own  nature,  and  the  terrible  influence  of  village  life.  I  am  amazed 
when  I  see  how  infinitely  superior  some  of  these  people  are  to 
their  relatives  who  are  still  heathen.  God's  promises  are  so  true! 
Our  boarding  schools,  started  recently,  are  fast  filling;  and  we  are 
much  encouraged  at  the  possibilities  for  work  among  these  young, 
impressible  boys  and  girls.  They  are  with  us  for  four  and  five 
years,  and  then  go  to  Pasumalai  for  four  and  five  years  more,  and 
all  this  time  are  away  from  the  contaminations  of  village  life,  and 
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are  being  grounded  in  the  Scriptures  and  in  Christianity.  Thii 
branch  of  our  work  is  the  most  liopeful.  .  .  . 

The  helpers  told  me  of  tlie  conversion  of  a  very  wicked  couple 
in  a  certain  village  this  week,  and  that  a  man  came  and  said,  *'If 
Christianity  can  chiinge  that  awful  woman,  here  are  four  families 
who  will  become  Christians;  but  we  do  not  believe  she  can  be 
changed."  Well,  we  will  see.  The  man  and  woman  are  contrite 
and  humble  now,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  they  will 
continue  firm.  It  will  have  a  good  effect  on  Christianity  if  they 
do  remain  steadfast,  for  they  have  been  such  notoriously  bad  char^ 
acters  that  people  have  little  faith  in  their  transformation.  .  .  . 
This  afternoon  I  went  to  a  village  to  preach,  and  afterward  went 
to  seai'ch  for  a  man  who  had  gone  back  to  heathenism.  He  was  a 
high-caste  man,  and  was  so  persecuted  he  concluded  to  give  Chiis- 
tianity  up.  When  I  came  to  the  door  of  his  hut  and  called  for 
him,  I  did  not  expect  to  see  him  looking  as  he  did,  for  a  man  with 
the  freshly-painted  mark  of  a  woi*shiper  of  Vishnu  came  to  the 
door.  "Oh !"  I  said,  "have  you  those  terrible  marks  on  you  already  ?" 
He  did  not  attempt  to  extenuate  himself,  but  said  the  power  of 
the  world  was  too  strong;  he  could  not  stand  it.  I  found  that  he 
was  well  up  in  the  Bible,  and,  what  was  best  of  all,  it  was  clear 
that  his  conscience  gave  him  no  peace,  but  was  lashing  him  for  his 
turning  back  to  heathenism.  He  said  that  he  had  one  foot  in 
Christianity  and  one  in  heathenism.  I  spoke  of  Lot's  wife,  and 
the  result  of  her  indecision.  He  admitted  the  applicability  of  that 
teaching  to  him,  but  his  fiiends  and  relatives,  with  caste,  were  too 
powerful  for  one  man.  The  neighbors,  while  we  were  talking, 
were  standing  about  and  listening  to  him  while  he  was  confessing 
that  he  believed  in  Chnstianity,  and  that  Christ  was  a  good  Mas- 
ter, and  that  he  would  try  to  break  again  and  follow  him.  We 
then  prayed  for  him  at  his  door,  the  heathen  standing  all  round 
listening,  and  keeping  perfect  silence.  1  feel  that  some  good  was 
done,  whether  to  the  man  or  the  bystanders  I  know  not.  Seed 
sown  broadcast  will  bear  fruit  some  time. 

Next  week  we  are  going  to  have  an  itinerary,  that  is,  an  excur- 
sion, my  two  pastors,  several  catechists,  and  myself,  into  the  dif- 
ferent towns  and  villages,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preaching  to  the 
heathen.  We  may  have  a  prayer-meeting  with  the  Christians  here 
and  there,  but  the  main  object  is  to  reach  the  heathen.  I  pitch 
my  tent  in  an  important  town;  then  the  pastors  and  catechists  go 
out,  two  by  two,  among  the  adjacent  villages,  preaching  and  sing- 
ing; then  at  night  we  have  a  big  meeting  in  the  town  where  I  am, 
where  several  speak,  sing,  and  perhaps  show  the  sciopticon.  Then 
we  go  on  to  another  town  and  repeat  the  exercises. 
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Tbb  village  schools  in  India  are  the  A  B  C  of  an  important 
part  of  mission  work.  Each  village  is  Borrounded  by  a  high  atoDQ 
or  mud  wall,  and  the  inhabitants  within  live  wholly  unmindful  oit 
what  is  going  on  in  the  wide  world  beyond.  No  white  man  ot 
foreigner  lives  in  the  country,  and  seldom  if  ever  visits  it,  until  the 
missionarj  comes.  The  Etiylisii  Government  appoints  one  or  two 
native  officials  in  each  Tillage,  nnd  in  the  count;  town  there  is  a 
coart-house  witti  some  higher  ufScials.  and  a  post-office. 

In  the  Pamer  District  (or  county)  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  has  Bijf- 
teen  schools,  and  in  some  of  the  larger  towns  the  OoveiTiment  has 
a  school  also.  Not  one  of  the  wonderful  inventions  of  the  nine'' 
teentb  century  has  as  yet  been  introduced  into  those  distant 
vUlagee.  In  the  majority  of  them  the  sleepy,  lazy  people  are  as 
ignorant  of  the  lightning-en  press,  telegraph,  steam-power,  or  tele' 
phone  as  in  the  days  when  Adam  delved  and  Eve  did  spin.  Not 
a  newspaper  is  printed  to  tell  of  rumoia  of  wars,  comers  in  wheat, 
stock  exchange,  or  great  confingrations. 

Prohibition  and  high  license  would  be  meaningless  terms,  fot 
whiskey  is  unknown  there.  Men  are  not  agitated  over  tariff  ot 
free  trade;  for  when   they  have  anything  to  sell,  they  lade  theit 
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oxen  or  cart,  or  put  the  burden  upon  their  wife's  head,  and  find  a 
market  in  the  nearest  larf;o  town. 

A  public  hall  of  any  kind  is  a  thing  unknown,  and  no  woman's 
voice  is  ever  heard  in  public,  unless  it  comes  from  an  abuse  or 
quarrel  with  a  neighbor.  A  few  of  the  villagers  may  have  traveled 
on  foot  as  far  as  Bombay,  or  by  train  to  Ahmednagar,  and  on  re- 
turning told  their  neighbors  of  the  lofty  buildings,  and  broad 
streets  crowded  with  people  from  all  nations;  and  the  hearers  may 
have  marveled  at  the  account,  but  tuiiied  away  from  the  recital 
quite  satisfied  to  ride  behind  their  stupid  bullocks  in  a  clumsy 
cart  over  rough,  stony  roads.  Their  ambition  has  not  been  stirred 
even  to  removing  the  big  stones  from  their  roads.  Their  carts, 
like  their  bodies,  are  used  to  the  jolting,  and  they  never  even 
dream  of  doing  anything  to  relieve  or  comfort  others.  If  the 
missionary  visits  one  of  these  villages  his  vehicle  will  surely  need 
repairing  on  his  return,  unless  to  spare  the  spnngs  he  gets  out  and 
picks  his  way  miles  on  foot,  and  wades  the  streams,  or  possibly 
hires  a  man  to  carry  him  over  on  his  back.  Sh6uld  his  horse 
give  out  it  would  be  most  unfortunate,  for  the  village  could  supply 
nothing  but  a  bullock;  or  if  his  horse  cast  a  shoe  on  those  rough 
roads,  he  must  be  sent  back  to  the  city  to  be  shod,  and  the  owner 
possess  his  soul  in  patience  till  he  returns. 

The  majority  of  these  villagei-s  live  in  the  same  place  where 
their  fathers  and  forefathers  lived  and  died,  surrounded  by  all 
their  kith  and  kin;  hence  they  expect  no  letters  from  their  absent 
ones, — and  they  could  not  read  them  if  they  came,  since  not  half  a 
dozen  men  can  be  found  in  many  of  these  villages  who  can  read. 
Our  Christian  agents  take  the  weekly  mission  paper  and  the 
monthly  magazine,  so  now  a  daily  or  a  weekly  mail  finds  its  way  to 
these  places,  carried  on  foot  by  a  man  from  Ahmednagar.  No 
electric  light  or  gas-bunier  ever  shone  in  Parner.  The  common 
light  of  every  house  is  a  shallow  dish  of  cocoanut  oil,  with  a  piece 
of  cotton  cord  laid  in  it. 

In  some  of  these  villages  the  mission  has  put  up  a  neat  little 
building  having  three  rooms, — the  largest  room  being  used  for 
the  school,  and  the  other  two  for  the  teacher's  family.  In  Dahitnay, 
one  of  these  villages,  the  only  Christians  have  been  the  teacher 
and  his  earnest,  helpful  wife,  until  two  months  ago,  when  the  mis- 
sionary had  the  glad  privilege  of  baptizing  one  man,  who  gave 
evidence  of  a  change  of  heart  and  wished  to  confess  Christ  before 
his  fellow-men. 

The  school  was  held  in  the  public  rest-house  until  about  two 
years  ago,  when  the  United  Church  S.  S.,  in  New  Haven,  gave  one 
hundred  dollai*s  toward  building  a  nice  schoolhouse  (used  also  as 
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a  chapel)  in  this  village.  Considerable  opposition  was  manifested 
to  the  building  of  a  schoolhouse,  and  the  teacher  was  taken  to 
court  and  fined  fifty  cents  for  supposed  damage  to  the  forest 
grounds,  and  many  other  hindrances  were  put  in  his  way.  But  at 
last,  when  the  little  building  was  completed,  the  people  prophesied 
that  some  great  calamity  would  befall  the  teacher;  there  would 
be  a  death  in  his  family  or  some  other  great  trouble,  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  a  burial-ground. 

After  the  teacher  had  moved  into  the  house,  several  times  it 
was  stoned  at  night  and  panes  of  glass  broken,  etc.  But  the 
school  has  continued  to  prosper,  and  now  has  fifteen  scholars,  two 
of  them  girls.  At  a  recent  Government  examination,  two  of  the 
boys  did  so  well  that,  although  all  the  pupils  are  from  the  lower 
castes,  the  Government  examiner  (a  heathen)  called  the  high- 
caste  officials  and  people  of  the  town  together,  and  told  them 
these  lads  had  passed  a  better  examination  than  any  high-caste 
boy  in  town  could  pass.  Now,  the  people  say  that  when  the  nails 
were  driven  into  the  roof  they  must  have  passed  through  the 
spirits ;  hence  they  were  powerless  to  injure  the  family. 

The  teacher,  Gungaram  Tukeram,  and  his  bright  wife  have 
through  it  all  been  faithful  in  their  work,  and  have  won  much 
respect.  It  is  unusual  to  find  girls  in  these  village  schools,  for  the 
people  say  "Why  should  girls  study  ?  They  have  no  mind."  And 
really  we  can  understand  that  there  can  be  little  incentive  to  lenm 
among  those  who  believe  in  the  transmigation  of  souls;  for  the 
studious  boy  may  die  to-morrow,  and  be  born  into  a  stupid  buffalo, 
or  pig,  or  crow.  What  recks  it  to  them  whether  the  earth  be  fiat. or 
round,  whether  the  ocean  be  filled  with  milk  or  water?  If  only 
they  can  get  enough  to  eat  and  drink,  the  gods  propitiated  to  send 
them  rain,  to  give  them  sons,  and  keep  away  the  cholera,  then  all 
will  be  well  with  them.  The  sum  of  their  lives  is,  to  eat,  drink, 
bear  sons,  and  die.  Hideous  stone  images,  (caricatures  of  man  and 
beast,)  daubed  with  red  paint,  maybe  seen  at  the  entrance  of  every 
village  and  under  the  trees.  They  seem  like  fiends  sitting  in 
wrathful  judgment  upon  every  inmate  of  the  place,  and  are  feared 
by  young  and  old.  There  is  a  village  some  ten  miles  from  Ahmcd- 
nagar,  Hingangaw,  in  which  there  is  quite  a  growing  interest  in 
the  truth.  The  missionaries,  in  visiting  it,  usually  go  directly  to 
the  quarters -occupied  by  the  Mahars,  for  now,  as  in  the  time  of 
Christ,  it  is  the  common  people  that  hear  us  gladly.  As  we  ap- 
proach, the  half-starved  dogs  announce  our  coming,  and  a  group 
of  unwashed,  naked  children,  half-clothed  men,  and  frowzy 
women,  gather  to  see  what  is  coming.  There  is  no  house  or  room 
where  the  missionary  could  be  welcomed  until  he  had  one  built. 
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The  native  liouses  are  built  of  Bun-dried  mud  bricks,  and  covered 
with  a  thatcli  of  palm  leaves;  the  floors  are  of  earth,  poundfed 
hard,  and  occasionally  smeared  with  dung,  to  destroy  the  animal 
life  that  would  otherwise  make  them  well  nigh  uninhabitable.  In 
one  or  two  small,  wiudowless  rooms  live  a  whole  family,  some 
chickens,  one  or  two  goats,  and  perhaps  a  calf.  Peep  in  at  the 
door  of  one  of  those  houses,  and  you  will  see  no  bed,  table,  or 
chair, — nothing  but  bare,  black  walls.  As  there  is  no  chimney,  the 
Hinoko  from  the  little  Are  in  the  coiner  fills  the  place,  and  is  so  try- 
ing to  the  eyes  that  we  hesitate  to  enter,  unless  filled  with  sorrow 
at  their  pitiable  condition,  and  in  earnest  to  tell  them  how  their 
hearts  and  homes  can  be  brightened  with  the  love  of  Christ.  Even 
then  it  usually  seems  better  to  gather  under  the  shade  of  a  tree, 
if  one  can  be  found,  where  the  sickening  odors  are  dissipated  in 
the  air. 

Not  one  person  here  could  read  when  the  work  of  the  mission 
commenced, — and  they  had  no  desire  to,  for  their  minds  vrere  as 
dull  as  the  hone  which  sharpens  their  rude  plows.  Not  a  desire 
for  anything  better  than  their  fathers  had,  ever  entered  their 
minds.  Many  times  the  missionary  went  to  them  with  the  mes- 
sage of  mercy,  and  the  catechist  and  Bible-women,  themselves 
living  examples  of  what  the  gospel  can  do  for  even  a  low-caste 
Mahar,  each  telling  the  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love.  After  a  long 
time  and  much  faith  and  prayer  had  been  given  to  preparing  the 
ground,  the  good  seed  has  taken  root,  and  one  after  another  has 
thrown  oft  the  shackles  of  Hinduism ;  and  this  very  month  a  little 
band  of  seventeen  humble  Christians  have  formed  themselves  into 
a  church  of  the  living  God.  These  lowly  people  have  pledged  of 
their  meagre  store  all  they  can,  more  than  a  tithe,  for  the  support 
of  a  pastor,  and  the  missionary  in  charge  wants  one  hundred  dollars 
to  put  up  here  a  building  of  three  rooms,  one  of  which  will  serve 
for  the  school  during  the  week  and  a  chapel  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
Government  will  give  the  second  hundred  dollars  after  the  first 
has  been  secured  ;  or  in  other  words  the  Government  promises  half 
the  cost  of  the  building,  and  those  poor  Christians  are  praying 
earnestly  for  it.  And  shall  they  not  have  it?  Thus  far  the  school 
has  been  held  in  the  rest-house,  which  is  a  mere  shed,  closed  in  on 
three  sides.  This  same  shed  is  all  they  have  had  for  their  Sabbath 
service,  while  the  teacher,  with  his  wife  and  child,  has  occupied  a 
hut  with  one  little  windowless  room.  This  little  band  of  Chris- 
tians has  suffered  much  persecution  for  Christ's  sake,  and  have 
hardly  known  how  or  where  to  earn  their  daily  morsel;  but  now 
they  are  stronger  in  numbers,  we  hope  it  will  be  easier  to  secure 
their  rights. 
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It  is  always  difficult  to  start  a  school  in  one  of  those  heathen 
villages;  but  when  ten  boys  can  be  induced  to  come  four  hours 
five  days  in  the  week  it  is  considered  a  success,  and  then  com- 
mences tlie  first  educational  institution  of  a  village  perhaps  some 
hundreds  of  years  old.  The  scholars  and  teacher  all  sit  cross- 
legged  on  a  piece  of  matting  on  the  floor,  and  study  aloud.  The 
Testament  and  catechism  form  a  considerable  part  of  their  stud- 
ies, but  usually  they  make  good  progress  in  mathematics,  and  when 
a  scholar  passes  creditably  a  certain  standard,  he  or  she  is  promoted 
to  the  boarding  schools  in  Ahmednagar. 

The  small  beginnings  eventually  lead  to  a  Sunday-school, 
public  Sabbath  service,  and  in  a  few  years,  in  most  villages,  to  a 
Christian  church ;  and  without  the  school  first,  no  such  permanent, 
blessed  results  could  have  been  secured.  Just  as  the  tree  grows 
from  a  small  seed,  so  the  institutions  that  are  to  bless  and  Chris- 
tianize a  whole  nation,  begin  with  the  small  seeds  of  gospel  truth 
which  are  often  hidden  in  the  hearts  of  little  children.  As  Chris- 
tain  work  advances  in  a  village,  the  people  are  sure  to  become 
more  thrifty,  healthy,  and  intelligent,  and  soon  the  leaven  reaches 
and  uplifts  even  the  women  and  girls,  and  so  on  through  all  grades 
of  society.  Thus  we  find  how  the  small  beginnings,  even  the 
village  school,  becomes  an  important  factor  in  the  uplifting  of  a 
whole  nation. 

«♦♦ 

JAPAN. 

Mrs.  De  Forest,  of  Sendai,  writes  an  interesting  account  of  a  tour  made  by 
her  in  April  last. 

...  I  have  made  my  first  missionary  trip  alone.  Mr.  DeForest 
went  over  to  Wakamotsu  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  and  the  Chris- 
tians so  urged  him  to  have  me  go  that,  with  the  hope  that  my 
going  might  be  of  some  good  to  them  and  to  other  women,  I  con- 
cluded to  go. 

I  left  home  Tuesday  morning,  rode  four  and  a  half  hours  on 
the  cars,  three  and  a  half  in  jinrikisha,  and  one  in  a  tiny  steam- 
boat across  the  lake  where  the  pastor  and  one  of  the  leading 
Christians  were  waiting  for  me. 

Then  we  had  an  hour's  ride  down  the  mountain, — for  this  lake 
is  up  in  the  mountains, —  till  we  came  to  the  city  of  Wakamotsu. 

The  trip  itself  is  delightful  for  scenery,  and  a  traveler  will  not 
ordinarily  find  so  much  to  delight  him  as  this  gem  of  a  lake  in  its 
setting  of  mountains. 

I  was  taken  to  the  house  of  one  of  the  Christians,  a  widow 
nearly  seventy  years  old,  surprisingly  erect  among  a  people  whose 
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habit  of  sitting  near  the  brazier  and  wai-minfi^  the  hands  seeras  to 
bund  the  back  permanently  before  they  reach  her  age. 

She  was  as  quick  in  her  motions  as  a  young  girl,  and  I  have 
never  met  a  person  more  truly  polite;  not  in  her  long  salutations, 
but  in  her  way  of  anticip<ating  needs,  and  quietly  supplying  them 
without  the  least  ostentation. 

The  Christians  began  to  come  about  as  soon  as  I  arrived.  The 
])a8tor's  wife,  who  was  our  Bible-woman  in  Sendai  last  year, 
seemed  like  a  younger  sister  or  a  daughter,  and  I  am  sure  she  was 
vory  much  consulted  on  what  arrangements  would  make  me  com- 
fortable. One  young  man  took  my  pass  to  the  police  office,  to 
h:ivo  it  copied  according  to  law,  and  several  more  came  in  to  gi*eet 
me,  and  word  was  sent  around  to  the  women  to  be  at  the  church 
the  next  day  at  two  o*clock. 

By  and  by  the  i>astor*s  wife  suggested  that  I  must  be  tired,  and 
added  in  English  that  Mrs.  Ebina  wanted  to  talk  to  the  visitors. 
So,  of  course,  I  went  to  my  room  to  find  the  bed  all  ready,  several 
thick,  soft,  cotton  mattresses,  and  for  covering  a  large  silk  comfort- 
able and  a  garment  like  the  ordinary  dress  of  a  Japanese,  only  lon- 
ger, made  of  wool  delaine,  and  with  a  silk  lining  thickly  wadded. 
This  is  used  like  a  comfortable,  the  shape  around  the  neck  making 
it  much  snugger  than  the  ordinary  straight  and  square  one.  It 
seemed  strange  to  be  sleeping  with  only  one  thickness  of  paper  be- 
tween me  and  out-doors,  for  my  room  had  only  one  set  of  sliding 
doors,  and  the  upper  half  of  these  was  papered,  to  make  it  lighter. 
The  snows  are  so  deep  in  Wakamatsu  that  the  outer  slides  are  not 
opened  in  winter,  and  so  the  upper  half  consists  of  lattice-work, 
papered,  instead  of  being  solid  wood,  as  I  have  seen  elsewhere. 

It  was  a  disappointment  to  have  it  rain  the  next  day,  but  the 
pastor  went  to  the  houses  of  a  judge  and  an  assembly-man  to  see 
if  I  could  call  there,  and  then  he  and  his  wife  went  with  me. 
These  two  men  had  both  promised  Mr.  DeForest  to  study  Chris- 
tianity with  the  pastor,  and  we  were  anxious  that  the  wives  should 
also  be  drawn  toward  Christianity.  I  was  a  little  dismayed  that 
Mrs.  Awaya  should  send  over  to  the  Court  House  to  inform  her 
husband  that  I  was  there,  for  I  had  no  thought  of  seeing  the  judge. 
However,  it  is  always  easier  to  talk  with  the  man  than  with  his 
wife,  for  the  men  can  always  introduce  some  subject  for  converse 
tion,  or  can  do  their  part  in  keeping  it  up;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
know  what  the  women  can  talk  about,  and  they  often  leave  the 
conversation  to  the  foreigner  as  much  as  it  can  be  and  still  be 
called  a  conversation. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Christian  women  and  the  Sunday-school 
girls  and  some  regular  attendants  assembled  to  hear  the  foreigner 
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speak  about  the  education  and  training  of  children.  As  the  most 
of  the  touring  ladies  have  had  no  special  experience  in  this  line,  it 
seemed  fitting  that  I  should  speak  about  this;  and  I  have  found 
that  the  Japanese  like  to  hear  very  minutely  how  we  do,  going 
into  the  particulars  of  everyday  life,  and  telling  about  the  effect  of 
late  hours,  irregular  meals,  and  what  we  teach  our  children  and 
why. 

Sometimes  I  feel  very  sorry  for  the  women,  whose  husbands  get 
a  mere  smattering  of  Western  ideas,  and  feel  themselves  so  much 
more  civilized  than  their  wives;  and  so  much  is  said  to  the  women 
about  their  bestirring  themselves,  that  they  may  be  able  to  take  a 
suitable  place  in  the  home,  that  I  feel  that  'emy  practical  knowl- 
edge in  training  their  children  in  ways  morally,  mentally,  and 
physically  healthful  is  the  greatest  help  we  can  give  them.  They 
know  that  something  different  must  be  done,  and  are  glad  to  be 
told  how  to  do  it.  So  I  had  a  very  attentive  audience  while  I  sat 
on  my  heels  and  talked  in  a  familiar  way,  the  pastor's  wife  occa- 
sionally explaining  when  I  turned  to  her  to  have  her  opinion  as  to 
whether  they  fully  understood  my  meaning. 

In  the  evening  was  the  regular  mid-week  meeting;  and  in  spite 
of  the  rain  a  larger  number  than  usual  assembled,  perhaps  to  hear 
a  foreigner,  but  the  service  went  on  as  usual.  After  its  close 
most  of  the  audience  lingered,  and  we  had  a  pleasant  talk  together. 

.  .  .  The  trip  did  me  good,  whether  it  did  any  one  else  or  not. 
It  helped  me  to  realize  the  courage  and  perseverance  necessary  for 
our  Christian  leaders,  and  to  appreciate  their  situation  and  dis- 
couragements. 

I  rejoice  more  than  ever  in  the  work  that  our  schools  are  doing, 
in  fitting  men  and  women  to  be  leaders  of  the  people  in  everything 
good;  and  I  see  how  these  educated  leaders  deserve  sympathy  and 
encoumgement  when  they  are  called  to  work  among  the  ignorant, 
and  those  whose  care  to  make  a  living  leaves  them  little  time  for 
anything  else. 

I  think  I  never  was  in  a  place  seldom  visited  by  foreign  women 
where  I  excited  so  little  curiosity.  They  did  not  seem  to  care  about 
my  dress  or  ways,  or  to  notice  them,  as  so  often  happens,  but  they 
seemed  to  care  for  visiting  and  talking  together.  You  will  hardly 
appreciate  this  until  you  have  been  accustomed  to  be  examined 
from  head  to  foot,  by  the  eyes,  at  least. 

If  you  want  to  know  whether  you  are  fit  to  be  a  missionary,  you 
will  probably  have  a  decided  opinion  after  two  days*  sitting  on  your 
heels  and  trying  to  be  sociable  with  every  one  you  meet, —  sociable 
in  a  language  not  your  mother-tongue.  And  you  will  realize  more 
than  before  that  if  souls  are  saved,  they  are  saved  by  a  power  far 
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greater  than  that  of  a  iniRRionary.  The  poweriesmess  of  what  we 
can  do  coinus  to  ino  with  more  force  when  I  am  brought  face  to  face 
with  some  of  the  tilings  that  hinder  individuals  from  accepting 
Christianity. 

<»»  — 

SOUTH   AFRICA. 

Those  who  have  been  so  much  interested  in  the  enlargement  and  improve- 
ment uf  the  Seminary  at  Inaiida,  will  be  glad  to  read  the  following  from  Miss 
Fidelia  Phelps:— 

Ouii  new  building  was  not  ready  for  occupation  at  the  opening 
of  the  new  term  February  1st,  and  thei*e  were  still  some  repairs  to 
be  completed  on  the  old  building.  It  seemed  at  first  as  if  we 
could  hardly  carry  on  a  school  in  the  midst  of  the  confusion  that 
there  necessarily  would  be,  but  we  decided  to  take  a  smaller- 
number  than  last  term,  and  keep  on  the  school  as  best  we  could. 
Wo  sent  word  to  the  two  lower  classes  not  to  return  until  the  new 
liousc  should  be  ready  for  them.  From  February  1st  until  March 
22d,  our  opening  day,  we  had  twenty-eight  boarders.  We  fouitd 
ourselves  quite  as  busy  with  that  number,  with  all  the  extra  work 
tliere  was  to  be  done,  as  we  were  last  term  with  a  greater  number. 
The  girls  did  all  the  extra  work  about  the  house, —  with  super- 
vision, of  course, —  besides  keeping  to  their  hours  for  outside  work 
and  for  regular  schoolwork,  until  the  htst  few  days  before  the ' 
**  opening,"  when  wo  were  obliged  to  drop  most  of  the  class- 
work.  As  I  look  back  over  the  past  two  months  I  think  they  have 
accomplished  a  good  deal.  At  times  some  did  not  seem  as  willing^ 
to  take  a  share  in  the  extra  duties  as  we  desired  to  see  iliem,  but 
then  it  was  the  more  gratifying  when  a  few  came  during  any  free 
time  that  they  had,  <ind  asked  if  there  was  anything  they  could  do 
to  help.  You  cannot  understand  how  cheering  such  acts  are  unless 
you  realize  how  foreign  to  the  people  is  true  gratitude  and  thought- 
fulness  for  others.  They  have  a  word  for  "  thanks,"  and  they  often 
multiply  their  expressions  for  thanking  when  a  dress  or  something 
of  the  kind  is  given,  but  too  often  their  gratitude  ends  there.  Thej 
do  not  naturally  think  of  doing  to  express  their  thankfulness.  The 
^^  leaven  of  the  kingdom  "is  surely,  if  slowly,  working  a  change  in 
this  respect  in  some  lives. 

We  are  thoroughly  enjoying  our  enlarged  accommodations. 
The  new  building  has  a  large  schoolroom,  two  classrooms,  a  little 
room, —  which  we  call  the  library, —  my  room,  and  a  hall  on  the 
firet  floor.  On  the  second  floor  are  eight  large,  airy  bedrooms, 
four  on  either  side  of  the  long  hall.  The  girls  enjoy  the  novelty  of 
going  up  stairs  to  sleep.    Some  of  them  were  so  wholly  unaccus- 
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tomed  to  stairs  that  at  first  they  seemed  afraid  lest  they  might 
fall;  but  they  have  lost  all  fear  now,  and  would  like  to  run  up  and 
down  many  times  a  day.  The  old  schoolroom  makes  a  nice  dining- 
room  and  sitting-room  for  tliem,  so  that  there  is  no  need  for  them 
to  be  in  their  rooms  during  the  day;  and  as  they  are  inclined  to  be 
very  noisy,  and  to  be  in  their  rooms  when  they  ought  to  be  some- 
where else,  we  have  made  it  a  rule  that  they  shall  not  enter  their 
rooms  during  the  day  without  permission.  They  usually  spend 
their  free  time  in  sewing  for  themselves,  if  they  have  any,  and 
some  of  them  seem  to  be  making  a  dress  all  the  time.  They  are 
more  anxious  to  sew  on  a  new  dress  than  to  mend  an  old  one.  The 
girls  are  kept  employed,  in  one  way  or  another,  the  greater  part  of 
the  day,  so  that  they  have  not  very  much  free  time,  especially 
those  who  work  for  their  board.  Such  girls  work  an  hour  and  a 
half  daily  more  than  the  others.  You  have  known  something  of 
the  industrial  work  that  we  have  been  carrying  on  more  extensively 
the  past  two  years  than  ever  before.  This  has,  of  course,  increased 
the  duties  of  teachers,  while  the  number  of  teachers  has  not  in- 
creased. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  opening  of  our  new  building.  You  may 
be  interested  to  know  what  our  exercises  were.  We  invited  a  few 
Colonial  friends  to  be  present,  and  all  the  members  of  our  mission; 
but  none  of  the  ladies  were  able  to  come,  and  only  five  of  the  gen- 
tlemen. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  and  Miss  Jones,  the  new  recruits  of 
the  East  Central  African  Mission,  arrived  in  Natal  the  previous 
week,  and  were  here  on  the  22d,  A  part  of  our  friends  arrived  on 
the  evening  of  the  21st.  At  11  A.  m.  on  the  22d  Mr.  Churchill,  of 
Durban,  a  warm  friend  of  the  school,  turned  the  key,  and  in  a  few 
words  pronounced  the  building  opened.  All  then  gathered  in  the 
schoolroom,  where  speeches  were  made  both  in  English  and  Zulu  by 
menlibers  of  our  mission,  other  friends,  and  by  some  of  the  native 
preachers.  Rev.  Mr.  Mann,  of  Durban,  offered  prayer,  dedicating 
the  building  to  the  service  of  God.  The  girls  had  a  share  in  the 
exercises  by  singing  several  hymns  at  intervals  during  the  services. 
A  goodly  number  of  natives  were  present,  though  not  many  from 
other  stations. 

A  collection  was  taken  among  them,  which  amounted  to  some- 
thing like  fifteen  dollars.  Wlien  the  notice  of  the  opening  was 
given  in  the  different  native  churches,  it  was  stated  that  we  ex- 
pected all  who  came  would  bring  an  offering;  so  the  day  before  the 
22d  some  of  the  little  children  from  the  station  came  asking  to 
work  for  a  penny.  They  wanted  to  come  to  the  opening,  and 
thought  they  could  not  unless  they  brought  some  money. 

The  exercises  in  the  schoolroom  lasted  about  two  houra,  after 
which  we  had  a  collation  in  the  dining-room. 
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....  Tho  latest  comer  to  our  Rcliool  is  a  kraal  girl  who  ran 

away  from  home  because  her  brother  wanted  her  to  marry  a  heathen 

man,  .and  take  off  Iter  clothes.    She  i*efused  to  marry  him  until 

he  should  become  a  Christian.     Iler  brother  tore  her  dress  from 

her,  threw  it  in  the  fire,  and  gave  her  such  a  beating  that  when 

she  came  to  us  her  biick  bore  the  marks  of  it.     Oh,  when  will  this 

dreadful  custom  of  selling  girls  for  cattle  come  to  an  end!    The 

evils  of  it  are  widespread. 

«^« 

MICRONESIA. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  SARAH  L.  SMITH,  KUSAIE. 

When  the  "Morning  Star"  left  us,  in  January  (1887),  there 
were  with  me  twenty  girls, —  ten  from  the  Marshall  and  ten  from 
the  Gilbert  Group;  but  early  in  February  the  number  was  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  seven  Kusaians. 

It  would  not  have  been  possible  for  me  to  think  of  taking  in 
this  new  clement  —  the  Kusaian  —  had  it  not  been  that  to  Mrs. 
Cole,  who  has  been  with  us  from  the  beginning,  the  language  is  as 
familiar  as  English,  after  the  many  years  she  has  si)eut  on  the 
island. 

With  Mrs.  Cole's  two  children  we  made  a  happy  family  of 
thirty-one. 

The  house,  finished  so  far  as  to  be  inhabitable,  was  yet  un- 
painted,  and  without  door-fastenings,  steps,  and  many  of  the 
minor  touches  necessary  to  completion,  when  the  carpenters  were 
taken  away  by  the  "  Star";  but  the  work  was  carried  forward  by 
Dr.  Pease,  who  spent  upon  it  as  much  of  every  day  as  possible, 
and  in  March  the  house  was  practically  finished. 

The  house  is  wide  and  airy, —  planned  and  built  more  for  use 
and  comfort  than  for  beauty.  With  open  doors  from  our  large, 
square  sitting-room  to  the  schoolroom  which  is  furnished  with 
four  windows  and  a  door  upon  the  veranda,  we  can  take  advantage 
of  any  breeze  that  may  be  stirring.  The  girls'  sleeping-rooms 
above,  five  on  each  side  of  the  hall,  have  been  occupied,  some  by 
two,  some  by  three  girls  (I  think  four  could  comfortably  sleep  in 
one  room);  while  the  undivided  attic  may,  in  the  future,  help  us 
in  the  enlargement  of  the  school. 

Our  life  from  week  to  week  has  been  the  same  story  of  ''little 
things,"  done  in  a  scarcely  varying  routine, —  the  daily,  practical 
housework,  in  which  each  must  be  instructed  afresh  almost  daily, 
the  hours  of  schoolwork,  and  the  afternoons  of  sewing,  study, 
work,  and  recreation,  ending  with  the  hour  spent  about  tlie  lamp 
after  evening  worship.      I  have  so  arranged  the  various  depart- 
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ments  of  the  work  that  each  week,  in  a  revolving  routine,  brings 
each  girl  a  change  of  duty,  and  so  each  becomes  acquainted  with 
all  kinds  of  housework.  It  was  a  work  of  time  to  bring  this  plan 
into  successful  operation,  but  now  I  think  the  girls  rather  enjoy  it 
than  otherwise;  and  it  is  certainly  a  very  great  help  as  a  means  of 
discipline  in  trying  to  teach  order,  method,  faithfulness,  and 
obedience. 

One  who  has  never  come  into  contact  with  these  natives  can 
scarcely  appreciate  what  a  difficult  thing  it  is  to  teach  them  the 
very  first  principles  of  right  living.  The  idea  of  obedience,  for 
instance,  seems  to  be  utterly  foreign  to  them,  and  not  until  some 
true  conception  of  the  meaning  of  that  word  is  borne  in  upon  their 
minds  can  we  hope  to  see  them  make  any  true  progress. 

Sometimes  during  the  past  year  when  I  have  been  tempted  to 
discouragement  in  the  thought  of  the  little  I  could  do  for  these 
three  sets  of  girls,  and  the  much  that  might  be  done  with  a  helper. 
Mrs.  Pease  has  reminded  me  of  the  many  experiences  by  which 
they  have  been  slowly  but  surely  learning  obedience,  and  truth, 
and  faithfulness  in  little  things ;  and  that,  even  had  they  learned 
nothing  from  books,  these  lessons  would  have  been  more  than 
worth  the  time  and  labor  spent  upon  them,  in  lasting  life  effects. 

I  have  realized  more  and  more  deeply  in  what  I  have  seen  of 
family  life  among  these  people,  what  an  influence  these  girls  may 
have  upon  the  future  of  their  people.  True,  they  are  only  a  hand- 
ful, but  they  are  almost  sure  to  become  mothers;  and  the  lessons 
which  they  are  now  learning  in  discipline  and  training,  if  carried 
into  practice  in  their  own  homes,  cannot  but  show  their  effects  in 
the  coming  generations.  ...  I  feel  the  need  of  an  almost  infinite 
supply  of  the  grace  of  patience  in  dealing  with  these  girls;  for  it 
is  all  ^Mine  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept;  here  a  little,  and 
there'* — a  great  deal. 

Minds  unaccustomed  to  contact  with  white  people  and  the  ways 
of  civilization  have  been  waking  up,  very  slowly  in  some  cases, 
and  are  now,  it  may  be,  just  ready  for  earnest  work  in  school;  so 
that  the  present  year  will  show  more  real  progress  than  that  which 
is  past. 

I  feel  that  I  have  been  wonderfully  helped  in  the  past  year,  and 
that  in  ways  that  I  "  knew  not  of.'*  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
special  blessing  of  God  upon  my  efforts,  I  could  not  in  so  short  a 
time  have  acquired  the  ability  to  use  these  three  strange  languages, 
so  different  from  one  another. 

Crooked  ways  have  been  made  straight,  and  rough  places  plain, 
and  I  feel  more  and  more  assured  that  it  was  God's  will  that  I 
should  come  to  Kusaie. 
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«^^ — 

TURKEY. 

LIFE  IN  A  VILLAGE  IN  TURKEY. 

BY   MISS   C.    B.    BUSH,   OF   HARPOOT. 
MORNING. 

It  is  a  little  liamlet, —  not  with  farm-houses  a  mile  apart,  sur- 
rounded each  by  broad,  well-cultivated  acres,  but  built  so  close 
together  that  you  can  walk  all  over  the  village  on  the  flat  roofs ; 
and  the  farms  are  spread  out  for  miles  around  with  no  fences,  but 
well-defined  by  ditches,  in  which  water  runs  for  irrigation.  Rain 
does  not  come  every  week  or  two,  as  in  our 'land,  but  long  months 
of  summer  often  pass  without  a  drop ;  so  each  farmer  has  a  right 
to  turn  the  water  belonging  to  the  village  on  to  his  thirsty  wheat 
or  vegetables. 

It  is  summer,  and  with  the  first  gray  dawn  there  vibrates 
through  the  cozy  valley  where  our  hamlet  nestles  down  a  loud 
thump,  thump,  thump  of  a  wooden  mallet  on  a  board.  It  is  the 
only  bell  of  the  old  Armenian  Church  calling  the  people  to  morn- 
ing prayers.  It  makes  a  stir  in  the  place.  From  heaps  of  bed- 
ding all  over  the  roofs  rise  men,  women,  and  children,  for  no  one 
sleeps  in-doors  in  this  weather.  After  hastily  dressing  and  a  wash 
at  the  fountain,  with  no  thought  of  a  comb,  perchauce,  off  go  the 
men  to  the  fields  with  plough,  or  hoe,  or  shovel,  the  old  people  to 
cliurch,  and  the  women  to  the  stables  to  milk  tlie  cows,  and  goats, 
and  buffaloes,  and  send  them  out  to  pasture,  in  the  care  of  shep- 
hei*ds. 

The  little  lambs  go  capering  off  with  a  few  equally  frisky  boys 
to  lead  them  to  tender  grass-plots,  and  the  women  are  then  almost 
alone, — left  to  clean  the  stables,  tread  the  manure,  and  knead  it  into 
cakes  to  burn  in  winter,  cook  the  breakfast,  and  take  a  goodlj 
share  to  the  fields  for  the  hungry  fanners,  or  care  for  that 
wrapped-up  little  bundle,  tied  down  hand  and  foot,  which  "thej 
say"  is  a  baby. 

There  .are  some  of  them  who  do  not  forget  to  read  God's  Word 
and  pray,  when  they  arc  alone  and  quiet.  In  a  village  like  tliis  of 
which  I  am  telling  you,  there  lived  a  very  bad  woman,  who  did 
not  pray  or  read.  She  was  pretty,  and  having  no  children,  had 
plenty  of  time  to  give  to  Satan.  But  one  day  another  young  woman, 
whom  she  knew  well,  suddenly  died,  and  she  was  present  at  the 
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funeral.  The  Holy  Spirit  awakened  her  heart,  and  she  became 
really  ill  over  the  sight  of  her  terrible  sins.  For  a  long  time  she 
was  in  this  state,  until  something  within  said,  "Read  the  Bible;" 
and  she  read,  and  read,  until  the  same  voice  said,  **  Get  up,  and 
go  to  the  Protestant  chapel.*'  She  left  her  wicked  companions, 
her  dearly-loved  sins,  her  relatives,  and  everything,  and  com- 
menced to  go  to  the  chapel  and  listen  to  the  truth.  Her  heart 
found  peace  in  forgiveness;  her  life  is  changed;  and  the  whole 
village  wonders  over  such  a  soul  made  free  in  Christ. 

NOON. 

Dearie  me !  what  is  that?  Sitting  by  the  cool,  village  fountain, 
under  a  patch  of  shade,  I  hear  such  a  bleating!  It  seems  to  come 
from  the  top  of  that  steep  hill.  Yes,  it  truly  does,  for  down  the 
well-trodden  path,  pell-mell,  rush  all  the  sheep  and  goats  that  I 
saw  go  out  to  pasture  so  quietly  this  morning.  What  are  they 
back  here  now  for  ?  and  why  so  wild  and  disorderly?  I  soon  find 
out,  for  there  is  a  commotion  in  an  opposite  direction,  and  all  the 
white,  and  black,  and  mottled  lambs  come  scampering  to  their 
mother  for  lunch.  Among  the  150  sheep  and  goats,  each  little 
lambkin  knows  its  mother  well;  but  there  are  piteous  "  Ma-ma's*' 
before  she  is  found,  and  sometimes  a  very  hungry  lamb  tries 
somebody  else's  mother,  only  to  get  a  rude  kick,  or  bunting  with 
the  sharp  horns. 

This  is  the  only  excitement  of  the  day,  unless  a  traveler  comes 
along,  or  a  stray  peddler  brings  needles,  and  buttons,  and  calico,  or 
a  soldier  shows  his  unwelcome  presence,— come  to  plague  the  people 
for  taxes, —  until  comes  down  the  sweet,  cool 

NIGHT. 

It  has  been  a  hot  day,  and  men  and  women  in  the  fields  have 
bent  their  weaiy  backs  under  a  broiling  sun,  envying  the  babies 
who  hung  in  hammocks  between  two  sticks  under  a  bit  of  an  awn- 
ing; for  some  of  the  mothers  and  babies  are  obliged  to  go  to  the 
fields.  And  now,  about  sunset,  from  all  sides  come  slowly  home 
the  tired  workers.  The  babies  are  on  their  mothers'  backs,  the 
eows  and  oxen  are  driven,  and  the  sheep  and  goats  follow  the  shep- 
herd. There  is  still  the  cooking  of  the  evening  meal  to  do,  besides 
earing  for  all  these  animals,  and  the  always  hungry  children.  The 
whole  village  seems  full  of  life  and  sound.  If  we  are  there  we 
gather  a  few  women  about  us  on  some  roof,  after  the  evening 
meal,  and  read,  and  sing,  and  pray.  There  is  one  village  where 
Protestants  and  non-Protestants,  just  at  dusk,  meet  on  the  roof  to 
listen  to  the  Words  of  Life  from  the  preacher. 

At  Najaran,  one  evening,  several  women  and  girls  sat  a|{out  us. 
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There  were  two  bliud  girls  present,  one  of  whom  recited  the  fifth  of 
Matthew  beautifully.  She  had  learned  it  from  one  of  the  Protest- 
ant brethren,  who  sought  by  teaching  her  to  bless  a  soul.  A  very 
bright  and  earnest  woman  was  there  who,  with  the  blind  girl,  an- 
swered many  Bible  questions.  But  there  were  other  women  who 
slept  or  talked.  One  of  these  spoke  up  in  a  rude  way  and  said:  '*  I 
swear  and  curse,  and  am  wicked;''  and  we  asked  of  all,  ''There, 
now,  does  this  woman  who  knows  the  Bible  so  well  do  the  same?'' 
All  replied,  **  No,  indeed;  she  never  swears  or  cui-ses."  The  next 
morning  the  careless  woman  came  again  and  said:  "There,  did  I 
not  tell  you  that  Satan  rules  over  me?  He  made  my  eyes  so  sleepy 
last  night  that  I  could  not  stay  to  hear  you.  Afterward  I  went  to 
a  neighbor's  house  and  sat  a  long  time  talking  idly,  and  was  not 
sleepy  at  all!" 

IIow  many  who  lie  down  there  on  the  roof  to  sleep  under  the  can- 
opy of  stars,  know  nothing  about  the  eartirs  moving  ai*ound  the  sun 
or  on  its  axis,  that  the  stars  are  suns,  and  the  moon  shines  with  a  bor- 
rowed light;  but  they  have  all  of  them  some  knowledge  of  the  God 
who  said,  '*Let  there  bo  light,  and  there  was  light,"  and  to  more 
than  you  or  I  know,  even  in  the  darkest  corners  of  this  empire,  has 
the  Sun  of  Kighteousness  arisen  with  healing  in  his  wings. 


-«♦»- 
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THE  WILLFUL  GIFTS  AND  THE  DISCONCERTED  DEACONS. 

[Abridged.] 

It  was  a  lovely  June  Sunday, — one  of  those  days  when  we  say 
with  Lowell,  **  June,  dear  June,  now  God  be  praised  for  June!" 

It  was  not  long  after  the  congregation  had  disposed  themselves 
quietly,  before  a  shade  of  disappointment  might  have  been  observed 
creeping  over  the  assembled  worshipers.  An  audience  has  its 
phases  of  expression  no  less  truly  than  a  human  countenance,  and 
sometimes  shows  its  moods  quite  as  unrestrainedly  as  a  willful 
child.  The  disquieting  element  was  the  fact  that  a  stranger  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  instead  of  the  young  and  popular  minister  who  had 
pleased  them  so  much  of  late.  Besides,  the  hymns  and  prayers 
began  to  indicate  the  theme  of  the  day  —  one  not  so  agreeable  to 
this  congregation  as  it  should  have  been.    When,  arriving  at  the 
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sermon,  the  speaker  announced  himself  as  the  agent  of  the  For- 
eign Missionary  Society,  the  disappointment  turned  to  dissatisfac- 
tion. 

The  sermon  at  length  ended.  The  contribution  plates  were 
passed.  Up  to  this  time  everything  had  been  much  as  usual  in  the 
service,  unless,  indeed,  there  was  a  greater  degree  of  apathy  than 
sometimes  prevails.  Still,  the  increasing  heat  of  the  day,  the 
matter  and  the  man  would  explain  that,  but  not  the  phenomena 
I  am  about  to  describe.  As  I  said,  the  plates  were  passed.  Dea- 
con Jones  came  first  to  Mr.  Blake's  pew,  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  the  church.  This  gentleman  had  taken  from  his  pocket-book  a 
two-dollar  bill.  He  laid  it  on  the  plate,  saying  to  himself  as  he 
did  so:  "I  hope  this  will  last  one  while.  It  is  very  uncertain 
where  all  this  money  goes  to;  but  it  will  not  do  for  me  to  let  the 
plate  pass.*'  What  was  his  surprise,  while  the  thought  was  in  his 
mind,  to  see  the  bill,  in  the  most  mysterious  manner,  silently  leave 
the  plate  and  waft  itself  back  to  his  pocket-book,  still  open  in  his 
hand.  His  first  thought  was,  **  Well,  I  am  glad  to  get  my  money 
again."  His  next,  "  I  wonder  if  anybody  saw  that."  Glancing 
around,  he  saw  no  evidence  that  anybody  was  regarding  him  or  his 
actions.  The  deacon  went  on  as  composedly  as  ever,  and  Mr. 
Blake  felt  intensely  relieved.  Still  no  bill  was  on  the  plate.  Miss 
Blake,  the  eldest  daughter,  next  deposited  a  fifty-cent  piece,  un- 
consciously thinking,  "It's  just  so  much  gone  " ;  when  a  sharp  rap 
on  the  rim  of  her  portmonnaie  and  a  metallic  click  revealed  the 
half-dollar  again  in  her  possession.  With  a  quick  blush  she  said, 
"  I  will  not  try  it  again;  somebody  might  see  me."  So  she  quietly 
slipped  it  into  the  pages  of  the  hymn-book  in  her  lap. 

Miss  Jennie,  as  youngest,  usually  brought  up  the  rear  in  the 
matter  of  the  family  giving.  Hers  was  a  ten-cent  piece.  She  put 
it  in  without  a  thought — that  is,  without  a  thought  about  the 
money  or  its  destination.  Thoughts  enough  of  a  certain*  kind  she 
had;  just  now  they  were  so  concentrated  on  a  certain  somebody  in 
the  choir,  that  she  hardly  noticed  how  quickly  the  little  piece  was 
hers  again. 

Now  it  was  Mrs.  Blake's  turn,  and  a  dollar  to  be  sacrificed  to 
the  cause  lay  in  her  hand.  "  How  often  these  collections  do  come! 
There's  our  Woman's  Society,  too,  to  which  I  am  pledged! 
But  what  is  this  ?  "  she  thought,  breathlessly.  ''  Deacon  Jones  has 
gone  by  without  my  money.  I  was  sure  I  put  that  money  on  the 
plate;  yet  here  it  is  in  my  hand."  As  you  see,  at  this  rate  the 
plate  was  not  filling  very  fast.  Directly  behind  the  Blakes  sat 
Farmer  Freeman.  He  had  not  had  a  very  successful  year.  This 
past  week  a  mortgage  had  fallen  due,  and  he  certainly  had  reason 
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for  feeling  pretty  poor.  However,  for  decency's  sake,  he  had  laid 
hold  of  a  very  slippery  quarter,  and  had  just  put  it  on  the  plate, 
when,  seeing  its  emptiness,  he  said  to  himself;  '^I  had  two  minds 
ahout  that  quarter,  and  ef  I*d  a  seen  that  Lawyer  Blake  didn't 
give  anything,  I'd  a  kep'  it  anyway.  Ef  he  can't  give,  I  guess  I 
can't."  While  the  thought  was  in  his  mind,  back  came  the  furtive 
quarter,  as  if  in  answer  to  his  unspoken  idea.  The  mysterions 
connection  between  the  inner,  half-conscious  thoughts  and  motives 
of  these  various  givers  and  the  return  action  of  the  money  I  did 
not  immediately  perceive.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  some 
old  words  seemed  to  revive  in  my  memoi'y:  "The  Lord  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver."  **  Of  every  man  that  giveth  willingly  with  JUa 
heart  ye  shall  take  an  offering."  So  far,  in  effect,  there  had  been 
no  offering  —  at  least,  the  plate  was  as  bare  as  when  the  deacon 
began  his  round.  I  watched  with  some  anxiety  to  see  how  he 
would  fare  as  he  went  on  his  way.  The  farmer's  wife  came  next, 
and  she  was  ready.  "How  little  it  is,"  she  said,  as  she  laid  her 
modest  ten-cent  piece  on  the  empty  plate.  "  And  the  first  thing 
there,  too !  But  it  is  my  own  earning  for  this  very  Sunday  from 
that  extra  egg  money.  I  want  it  to  go  for  Bibles,  and  to  help  buy 
some  of  those  ^  Wonderful  Books '  the  missionary  told  of.  I  am 
sure  a  Bible  will  comfort  the  heathen.     It  does  me." 

The  diminutive  disk  of  silver  lay  smiling  up  at  the  deacon,  and 
he  was  cheered.  After  passing  several  pews,  with  varying  rssnlts 
as  to  the  aggregate  sum,  the  surprised  people  feeling  a  sense  of 
discomfort  and  embarrassment  as  their  money  promptly  found  its 
way  again  to  their  pockets.  Deacon  Jones  came  to  a  little  bowed 
figure  in  black  —  not  a  blackest  black,  but  a  black  from  which 
time  had  drawn  its  blackest  particles,  and  left  it  gray  and  weather- 
beaten.  It  was  a  hand  in  a  poor  glove  that  took  a  quarter  out  of  a 
shabby  purse;  and  when  it  came  out  nothing  was  left,  and  it  was 
quite  possible  nothing  would  be  there  for  some  time  after;  "for 
she  of  her  want  did  cast  in  all  that  she  had,  even  all  her  living." 
Wlicit  was  that  little  halo  that  seemed  to  hover  over  that  quarter 
of  a  dollar  as  it  lay  in  a  rest  of  undisturbed  content  on  the  not 
too-well-filled  plate?  The  halo  began  to  glow  and  expand  into 
letters  of  light,  and  I  spelled  out  this  sentence,  "  For  the  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  me."  So  the  deacons  passed  on  down  the 
aisles.  Astonishment,  not  unmixed  with  a  kind  of  wholesome 
fear,  similar  to  that  experienced  by  Joseph's  brethren  when  they 
found  their  money  in  their  sacks'  mouths,  prevailed.  Each  in- 
dividual who  was  so  unexpectedly  refunded  was  alone  aware  of  it. 
Others  saw  but  the  generally  meagre  look  of  the  plate.  Now  on 
Deacon  Smith's  plate  is  deposited  an  envelope  by  an  elderly  man. 
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No  outward  sign  indicates  to  the  cuiious  how  much  or  what  it 
contains.  Within  is  a  check  for  $100.  The  envelope,  with  its 
generous  iuclosure,  makes  no  movement  to  return  to  the  kindly- 
faced  gentleman.  When  he  extended  his  hand  the  thought  flashed 
into  his  mind:  "  What  a  bubble  on  the  surface  of  my  unspeakable 
gratitude  is  this!  How  impossible  for  me  to  pay  y  in  the  most  in- 
finitesimal degree,  for  God's  great,  free  Gift  to  me!"  And  these 
old  words  rang  in  his  ear;  — 

**  When  I  stand  with  Christ  in  glory, 
Looking  o'er  life's  finished  storj', 
Then^Lord,  shall  I  fully  know, 
Not  till  then,  how  much  I  owe." 

"Yes,  I  am  His  —  body,  soul,  money,  all  belonging  to  my  faithful 
Saviour.  'Stewards  of  the  manifold  gi-ace  of  God,'  He  calls  us. 
Lord,  use  this  money  to  thine  own  glory ! " 

I  could  hardly  keep  both  deacons  in  view  at  once,  and  I  had 
been  watching  the  one  nearest  me.  Now  my  eye  was  caught  by 
the  glitter  of  a  five-dollar  gold  piece  on  the  other  side  of  the 
church.  It  had  no  sooner  touched  the  pliite  than  it  rebounded,  as 
by  a  secret  spring,  to  the  hand  of  a  very  fashionably  dressed  young 
man,  evidently  from  the  city.  He  was  a  young  and  successful 
broker  from  New  York,  spending  the  Sabbath  in  his  native  town. 
He  had  not  been  aware  that  this  was  missionary  Sunday,  and  con- 
sequently had  not  been  expecting  to  give.  "  However,"  he  said 
to  himself,  "  I  shan't  feel  it.  That  was  a  pretty  large  per  cent  I 
made  this  week."  "  No,"  the  money  seemed  to  say  in  returning, 
"  you  will  not  feel  it,  for  I  shall  not  go." 

In  one  of  the  last  pews  were  two  of  the  brightest,  most  eager 
little  faces  that  ever  watched  for  a  contribution  plate,  and  it  did 
seem  as  if  the  deacon  never  would  get  to  them.  Their  pennies 
almost  flew  into  the  deacon's  eyes  in  their  indecorous  haste  to 
reach  the  plate.  Those  were  well-earned  pennies,  and  more  than 
that  they  were  intelligent  pennies;  for  the  little  people  had  some- 
how made  them  understand  that  they  were  to  go  far  across  the 
water  to  buy  the  Book  that  tells  how  the  loving  Saviour  had  taken 
little  children  in  his  arms  and  blessed  them  —  to  give  to  little  ones 
who  had  never  heard  about  the  wonderful  and  beautiful  things 
that  he  did. 

I  thought  then  of  that  word  of  the  Apostle,  **  He  that  giveth, 
let  him  do  it  with  simplicity."  So,  again,  the  children  proved  an- 
other word,  even  that  of  the  Lord  himself, —  that  we  must  become 
as  little  children  if  we  would  enter  in,  even  to  the  least  act  of  giv- 
ing in  a  way  acceptable  to  him.    It  had  been  a  curious  scene  to 
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me  as  I  looked  at  the  mysterious  process,  safe  in  my  own  obsonrity. 
I  was  fairly  fascinated  witli  tlie  desire  to  see  how  each  particular 
piece  of  money  would  deport  itself.  Tiiese  were  all  people  I  knew 
well,  and  althouf;h  it  was  possible  to  say  pretty  accurately  how 
each  one's  money  would  behave,  yet  there  were  some  great  sur- 
prises to  me.  •  And  the  number  of  thoroughly  surprised  people 
was  not  limited  to  one.  It  usually  went  by  families  I  noticed.  If 
the  father's  and  mother's  money  came  back  to  them,  so  did  the 
children's.  But  not  always.  There  was  Captain  Prescott's  family. 
While  the  gifts  of  the  other  members  of  the  family  flew  back 
with  alacrity  to  them,  the  money  his  daughter  gave  remained. 
Still,  that  was  natural.  She  always  was  different  from  the  others, 
always  thoughtful  of  others;  while  her  father — well,  my  fancy 
darted  back  to  tiie  streets  of  Jerusalem,  and  tiie  long^robed 
Pharisee  that  I  saw  standing  on  the  comer  of  the  street  with  his 
trumpeter  before  him,  had  exactly  Captain  Prescott's  features 
under  his  turban. 

"  That  they  may  have  glory  of  men."  **  To  be  seen  of  men." 
"No  reward." 

I  certainly  heard  these  words,  but  I  do  not  know  who  could 
have  spoken  them.  At  last  the  collecting  was  done.  The  final 
hymn  was  sung,  and  the  congregation  dispersed.  There  were 
some  burning  pocket-books,  and  some  burning  cheeks,  too,  but 
each  preserved  a  religious  composure,  and  kept  his  secret  to  him- 
self.   But  it  was  so  good  to  get  out  where  the  air  was  stirring. 

"How  close  it  was  in  the  church  this  morning." 

"  Intolerable  I    And  then  an  agent! " 

But  I  observed  these  remarks  were  made  only  by  those  who  had 
something  on  their  minds,  like  a  secret  that  was  too  much  for 
them. 

Deapons  Smith  and  Jones  usually  counted  the  money  after 
service.  A  peculiar  look  passed  between  them  as  the  falling  off  In 
the  sum  became  evident.  "  We  shall  have  to  take  up  another 
collection  to  make  our  pledges  for  the  year  good,"  said  Deacon 
Smith. 

"Or  else  ask  the  Lord  to  make  this  go  a  good  ways,"  said 
Deacon  Jones. 

The  minister  of  the  morning  had  come  down  from  the  pulpit, 
and  was  standing  near  them.  "I  believe  the  Lord  always  sorts 
his  money  at  one  time  or  another.  Perhaps  he  has  sorted  this  be- 
fore it  came  into  the  plates,"  said  he. 

"  What  do  you  mean?"  asked  Deacon  Jones. 

"  Only  this.  The  bare  material  can  never  buy  the  spiritual. 
Gold,  and  silver,  and  bills  must  be  transmuted  before  they  can  be 
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the  means  of  saving  souls.  That  which  is  given  without  lox>^y 
without  hearty  without  prayer  and  consecration,  without  faith, 
may  go  to  mission  fields;  but  could  we  trace  that  money  we  should 
find  from  it  no  deep  spiritual  outcome.  Could  we  trace  a  dollar  of 
this  kind  we  should  see  its  fruitlessness.  There  are  always  two 
kinds  of  money  in  a  contribution  plate, —  the  fruitful  and  the  fruit- 
less.    I  should  not  wonder  if  this  were  of  the  former  kind." 

It  could  not  be  possible  that  the  heat  of  the  day  had  overcome 
me,  and  I  had  been  dreaming.  At  all  events,  just  then  I  am  sure 
I  heard  Deacon  Smith  say,  as  he  handed  the  money  to  t^ie  minister: 
**  I  cannot  understand  our  having  so  small  a  contribution  this 
morning.  There  was  a  good  congregation,  and  our  June  collection 
is  generally  the  largest." 

The  minister's  reply  made  me  feel  sure  that  he,  as  well  as  I, 
had  seen  the  whole  occurrence;  that  I  had  not  been  dreaming,  but 
that  we  had  had  the  comer  of  an  invisible  veil  lifted,  and  had 
been  permitted  a  glimpse  at  those  hidden  and  obscure  mysteries  of 
the  mind,  called  **  springs  of  action,"  and  had  seen  their  results  in 
working.     He  said,  as  he  took  the  money:  — 

"  Do  not  give  yourself  the  least  trouble  on  that  account.  Brother 
Smith.  I  sometimes  feel  about  a  small  collection  as  I  do  about  a 
small  congregation  on  a  stormy  day.  They  are  the  chosen  and 
picked  ones;  and  I  have  pretty  good  reason  to  believe  that  this 
money  is  the  thoroughly  assorted  kind,  and  is  going  to  do  a  work 
out  of  all  proportion  to  its  size." — The  Independent, 
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BY  THE  REV.  JONATHAN  LEES,  TIENTSIN. 

The  author,  in  his  address  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Mission- 
ary Society  in  May  last,  gave  the  following  account  of  the  incident  which 
suggested  this  touching  poem. 

It  was  near  the  close  of  a  winter  afternoon,  an^  my  carter  was 
pushing  on  to  reach  our  halting-place  for  the  night,  when  on  pass- 
ing through  a  village  my  eye  was  suddenly  caught  by  what  was 
evidently  an  extemporized  temple  mat-shed.  Though  pressed  for 
time,  curiosity  led  me  to  enter.  Yes,  there  was  an  idol,  a  large 
picture  hanging  at  the  end  opposite  the  door,  and  there  was  the 
familiar  altar-table  with  its  incense-pot,  candlesticks,  and  various 
offerings,  while  the  sides  of  the  inclosure  were  made  gay  with 
pictures.  A  few  old  men  were  at  the  moment  the  only  visitors. 
As  I  stood  there  a  man  came  to  burn  incense  and  to  perform  his 
prostrations.    Then  we  talked.     You  can  imagine  it  easily  enough. 
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They  told  me  that  their  worship  was  to  procure  good  crops.  I 
spoke  of  the  great  loving  Father  in  heaven  who  supplies  all  our 
wants,  and  then  I  spoke  of  Jesus.  Rising  to  go,  they  begged  me 
to  tell  the  story  over;  and  when  at  length  I  must  leave,  sad  at  heart 
that  we  might  almost  certainly  never  meet  again  on  earth,  one  old 
white-haired  patriarch  cried  out:  "  Oh,  do  stay  and  teach  us!  We 
did  not  know  this  was  wrong.  Our  fathers  worshiped  thus;  we 
cannot  find  the  door."  Those  words  haunted  me  for  many  a  day; 
they  haunt  me  still.  There  are  myriads  who,  consciously  or  un- 
consciously, are  feeling  for  some  one  or  some  thing,  they  know  not 
what.    '*  They  cannot  find  the  door." 

Oh,  do  not  go  away! 

Tell  us  yet  onco  again 

Of  Him  who  sends  the  rain 
And  gives  the  sun's  warm  ray; 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

Foh*  was  our  fathers*  god; 

Were  not  our  fathers  wise  ? 

Did  Foh  not  hear  their  cries  ? 
They  lie  beneath  the  sod; 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

Our  mothers  loved  to  kneel 
Before  great  Kwan-yin'st  shrine; 
Is  Kwan-yin  not  divine  ? 

Can  she  no  pity  feel  ? 

**  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

Kwan-ti,t  the  strong  and  brave, 
Imperial  commana  ' 
Makes  guardian  of  the  land; 
Has  he  no  power  to  save  ? 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

Our  worship  seems  in  vain: 

To  every  god  in  turn 

We  humbly  incense  bum, 
Tet  never  answer  gain; 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

Did  not  Confucius  sa^ 

That  sin  against  High  Heaven 

Can  never  De  forgiven  ? 
The  sage  knew  not  the  way; 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

O,  is  there  such  a  door  ? 

And  have  you  entered  in]? 

What  is't  you  say  of  sin, 
And  life  forevermore  ? 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

*Fob,  the  Chinese  name  for  Buddha. 

tKwan-yln,  the  goddess  of  mercy. 

tKwav-ti,  the  god  of  war;  specially  honored  by  the  present  dynasty. 
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A  door  to  rest  df  heart, 

To  ioys  that  will  endure, 

To  hopes  that  shall  be  sure 
When  earthly  scenes  depart; 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door.** 

Our  days  are  full  of  fears; 

Toil,  sorrow,  care,  and  pain 

Come  o*er  and  o'er  again. 
Filling  our  eyes  with  tears; 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

So  sad  life's  history: 

The  wisest  and  the  best 

Pass  from  us  like  the  rest; 
So  dark  death's  mystery: 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 

Oh,  with  us  longer  stay ! 

You  speak  as  if  you  knew; 

We,  we  would  know  it  too; 
Which  is  the  heavenly  way  ? 
"  We  cannot  find  the  door." 


-<♦>- 
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A  CORBESPONDBNT  of  The  FHend  of  Missions j  in  Japan,  tells  of  a 
lady  who  went  into  a  cake-shop  to  buy  some  cakes  for  her  children. 

While  waiting  for  the  cakes  she  saw  that  the  walls  were  papered 
with  leaves  from  the  Bible.  This  was  so  strange  that  she  asked 
the  old  woman  about  it;  and  she  told  the  lady  that  one  day,  pass- 
ing by  a  book-shop,  she  saw  a  pile  of  papers  thrown  away  as  use- 
less. As  her  shop  needed  papering,  she  thought  this  was  just  the 
thing,  and  took  some  of  it  home  and  pasted  it  up  over  her  walls. 

One  evening  her  grandson  came  in  and  began  reading  aloud 
from  the  paper  on  the  wall.  The  old  woman  was  so  interested  in 
what  she  heard  that  she  listened  eagerly,  and  got  all  who  would  to 
read  it  to  her. 

One  day  a  young  man  came  who  asked  her  if  she  understood  it, 
and  whether  she  was  a  Christian.  She  told  him  how  much  she 
enjoyed  hearing  it,  but  she  did  not  understand  it  much;  so  he 
promised  to  take  her  to  church  the  next  day. 

After  this  she  attended  regularly  an^  becanle  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian. She  now  keeps  a  stock  of  tracts  by  her,  and  into  every  bag 
of  little  cakes  she  drops  one. 

Is  not  this  encouraging? 

All  that  good  came  out  of  leaves  of  the  Bible  thrown  away  as  of 
no  use. — The  Gospel  in  All  Lands, 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS, 

Receipts  from  May  18  to  June  18,  1888. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dana.Treas.  Hampden,  Aux., 
927;  Bethel.  First  Ch.,  Aux., 

S rev.  contri.  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
[aryCuminiup:s,921;  Second 
Ch.,M  izpah  Kami,  $11.20,  S.S. , 
$10;  Alfred,  Willinp  Workers, 
$8;  Farniinp^ton,  Aiix.,  $17; 
Camden,  Aux.,$44 }  Bootlibay, 
Aux.,  prcv.  contri.  const.  L. 
M.  Sarah  Ellen  Reed,  $20; 
Gray,  Aux.,  $10;  South  Paris, 
Aux.,  $ir>;  Yarmouth,  First 
Cont;.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $12;  West 
Fahnouth,  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
$8.25,  M.  C,  $3.76:  South  Ber- 
wick, Aux.,  of  wn.  $26  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Ella  W.  Ricker, 
$34.66;  Rockland,  Oolden 
Sands,  $6;  Thoniaston,  Cong. 
Ch.,  $21:  Bath,  Central  Ch. 
and  Soc[y,  $30:  Watevford, 
Home  Sch.  Thanksgivinp: 
Circle,$6;  West  Minot,MiRs'y 
Soc*y,  $6;  Cornish,  Aux., 
$11.96,  Hillside  Gleaners,  $25; 
Mechanic  F.alls,  Aux.,  $16.60, 
Harpswell  Centre,  Aux.,  $16; 
Gorham,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  George  Reynolds,  $26; 
Bucksport,  Aux.,  $7;  North 
Bridgton,  Ladies,  $6;  Litch- 
field Corner,  Aux.,  $20;  Fox- 
croft  and  Dover,  Cong.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $34.76;  Belfast,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
B.  P.  Field,  $26;  Biddeford, 
Pavilion  Ch.,  Aux.,  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Davis, 
$26,  Second  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$36;  New  Gloucester,  Aux., 
$26;  South  Freeport,  Aux., 
$66;  Ellsworth,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$3  from  Friends  in  Blue  Hill, 
$43;  Calais,  Aux.,  $12.16; 
Lincoln  and  SagadahocConf . 
CoU'n,  $4;  Topshara,  Cong. 
Ch.  S.S.,$3;  North  Edgecomb, 
S.  S.,  $3;  Ivennebunk,  Union 
M.  B.,  $26;  Waldoboro,  Cong. 
S.  S.,  $2;  New  Castle,  Cong. 
S.  S.,  $3:  Fryeburg,  Aux.,  $10 ; 
Greenvule,  Lakeside  Helpers, 
$1;  Brewer,  First  Cong.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $13;  Wells,  Second 
Cong.  Ch„  Aux^  $30;  Sears- 
port,  Aux.,  $20 ;  Bremen,  S.S., 
$2;  Gardiner,  Aux.,  $16.60; 
Warren,  Aux.,  $11 ;  NorriBge- 
wock,  Aux.,  $23;  St.  Albans, 
Aux.,  $4;  Cape  Elizabeth, 
Coral  Workers,  $13;  Portland, 
High  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $183.45, 
Light-Bearers,  $177.89,  State 


St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $75;  Falmonth, 
First  Cong  Ch.,Aax.  $10JS0,  $1,825.56 

Total,       $1,825  66 

NBW  HAMPSHIBB. 

Cantertniry,— A  Friend,  $2  00 

Ifew  Hampehire  Branch.— Miaa 
A.  £.  Mc  In  tire,  Treas.  Bath, 
Aux.,  $14;  ChesterijDhristmae 
Roses,  $12 ;  Great  Falls,  Mus- 
tard Seeds,  $20;  HarrisyiUe, 
Aux.,  $5.80,  Cong.  S.  S.,  $3.29; 
Nashua,  Mrs.  Charles  Wil- 
liams, const.  Hon.  Mem. 
Charles  WiUlams,  $25;  Nel- 
son, Aux.,  $12.30;  Pittsfleld, 
Aux.,  $15;  Swauzey,  Aux., 
$10;  Tilton,  Aux.,  $20,  137  S9 


Total, 


$138  39 


LEOAOY. 


Legacy  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  M. 
Spalding,  Haverhill,  $60  00 

VERMONT. 

Fermont  -Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  East  Cor- 
inth, Aux.,  $13.60 ;  East  Poult- 
ney,  Anx.,  $5;  New  Haven, 
Aux.,  $17.43:  Newport,  Aux., 
$26:  Orwell,  Aux.,  $30.01; 
Springfield,  Splinters  of  the 
Board,  $23;  St.  Johnsbury 
Center,  Aux.,  $2,  North  Ch., 
Aux.,  $26;  Sudbury,  Miss  J. 
A.  Hawkins,  $t;  vergennes, 
Cong.  S.  S.,  $26;  Woodstock, 
Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth M.  Johnson,  $25,  $192  04 


Total, 


$192  04 


MASSA0HU8BTT8. 

Barnstable  Branch — Miss  A. 
Snow,  Treas.  Yarmouth, 
M.  C,  $45;  South  Wellfleet, 
Aux.,  $10;  Sandwich,  Aux., 
$7;  West  Barnstable,  Aux., 
$3.75;  East  Falmouth,  Aux., 
$10;  Waquoit,  Aux.,  $6;  Or- 
leans, Aux.,  $6,  $86  75 

Berkshire  Branch.— fAn.  C.  E. 
West,  Treas.  Canaan  Four 
Corners,  Aux.,  $40:  Feta» 
M.  C,  $25;  Housatonic,  Aux., 
$13.13,  Birthday  Offerings, 
$10.25 ;  Lee,  Willing  Workers, 
$90.88;  Lenox,  Aux.,  $18.50; 
North  Adams,  Aux.,  $105; 
New  Lebanon,  Aux.,  $31.50; 
Peru,  Aux.,  $17.70;  Top  Twig, 
M.  C,  $6.93:  Pittsfield,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $10.63,  First  Ch., 
Weekly  Offerings,  $20,  Memo- 
rial SooW,  $75,  Coral  Workers, 
$26.26,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  $40; 
Richmond,  Aux.,  $25;  Shef- 


RECEIPTS. 


307 


field,  Aux.,  $25;  West  Stock- 
bridge,  Aux.,  $10:  Mill  River, 
Aux.,  $24,  $614  77 

Buckland.—  M.  C,  5  00 

Essex  North  Branch,—  Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  South 
Byfield,  Aux.  ,$27;  Groveland, 
Aux.,  $22.50,  M.  B.,  $12; 
Haverhill,  North  Ch.,  $100, 
M.  C,  $24.20;  West  Haverhill, 
Aux.,  $15.60,  M.  B.,  $17;  Ips- 
wich, North  Ch.,  Aux.,  $65; 
West  Newbury,  Second  Ch., 
$35.68;  Newburyport,  Crosby 
Circle,  $5 ;  Rowley,  Aux.,  $25,  348  88 

Essex  South  Branch.  —  Miss 
S.  W.  Clark,  Treas.  Lynn, 
Central  Ch.,  Jr.  Aux.,  const. 
L.  M's  Miss  Susie  Clark,  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Southworth,  $50; 
Peabody,  South  Ch.,  $69; 
Topsfield,  Aux.,  $30;  Middle- 
ton,  Senior  Aux.,  $5;  Wen- 
ham,  Wide-Awake  Workers, 
$5;  Beverly,  Washington  St. 
Ch.,M.  C.,$1U,  169  00 

Hampshire  Co.  J5ranc/i.— Miss 
l.\{x.  Clarke,  Treas.  Hadley, 
Aux.,  $19.45,  Smith  College, 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  $41,  60  45 

Middlesex  Branch.— Mtb,  M.  W. 
Warren,  Treas.  Saxonville, 
June  Blossoms,  $5;  South 
Framingham,  AuX.,  $37;  Hol- 
liston.Open  Hands  Soc'y,$100,  142  00 

Middlesex  Union  Conf.  Jkso.— 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Boxboro,Ladies' Miss'y  Soc'y,    12  10 

Norfolk  arid  PUgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Marsh- 
fleld,  May-flowers,  $13;  Co- 
hasset,  Aux.,  $18;  Plympton, 
Aux.,  Thank-off.,  $11.40,  42  40 

Old  Colony  Branch.— MXbb  F. 
J.  Runnels,  Treas.  New 
Bedford,  First  Ch.,  64  90 

Springfield  Branch.— ^isa  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Feeding  Hills,  Aux.,  $16; 
West  Springfield,  Park  St. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $40;  Chicopee, 
Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  $25,  Olivet 
Ch.,  Olive  Br.,  $50.75,  131  75 

Suffolk  Branch.— Mlas  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  A 
Friend,  50  cts.,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Wheeler,  $3,  Thank-off.,  A 
Friend,  $5,  Central  Ch.,  S.  S., 
$19.61,  Park  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  by  Mr.  S.  B.  Hagar 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  lydia  A, 
Sawyer,  $26  by  M  E.  K. 
Alden,  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Edith 
Alden  Sprague,  $25  by  Mrs. 
Jacob  Fullarton,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Bessie  Atwood  Spring, 
$782.50,  Union  Ch.,  Aux., 
$87.66,  Union  Workers,  $26; 
Cambridgeport,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  $79.53,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Y. 


L.  Aux.,  $18.96;  Dedham, 
Chapel  Rays,  $67,  Asylum 
Dime  Soc'y,  $2.56;  Hyde  Park, 
Aux.,  $36.85;  Newton  Centre, 
Maria  B.  Furber  Miss'y  Soc'y, 
$35,  Aux.,  $94.80;  Newton- 
ville,  Aux.,  $100;  Roxbury, 
Eliot  Ch.,  Aux.,  $55.40,  Olive 
Branch,  $2.76,  Thompson  Cir- 
cle, 76  cts.,  Ferguson  Circle, 
$1.23,  May-flowers,  $2.34, 
Eliot  Star,  $2.34,  Immanuel 
Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $26  by  Mrs. 
James  Fisher,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Jane  F.  McKissock, 
$74.02;  Somerville,  Broadway 
Ch.,  Aux.,  H.  M.  G.,  $5;  South 
Boston,  Phillips  Ch.,Christian 
End.  For'n  Miss'y  Soc'y,$9.25; 
Walpole,  Harvest  Gleaners, 
$66;  West  Med  way,  Aux.,  $10; 
Wrentham,  Aux.,  $35,  $1,611  04 

JVellesley.—CoWege  Chr'u  Asso.,226  00 
Worcester.—  A  Friend,  40  cts.. 
Piedmont  Ch.,  Miss'y  Soc'y, 
Intermediate  Dept.  S.  S.,  25  40 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Ji/Its. 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Black- 
stone,  Aux.,  $10;  Millbnry, 
Second  Cong.  Ch.,  $5.04; 
Barre,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  F.  Gay- 
lord,  $17,  32  04 


Total,         $3,661  48 

LEGACY. 

Greenflsld.—  Legacy  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  S.  Grinuell,  $500  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Bhode  Island  Branch. —  Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Provi- 
dence, Plymouth  Ch.,  Morn- 
ing Stars,  $60,  Beneficent  Ch., 
Busy  Bees,  $20;  Barrington, 
Bayside  Gleaners,  $60 ;  Kings- 
ton, Mrs.  H.  J.  Wells,  $6; 
Woonsocket,  A  Friend  in 
Globe  Ch.,  $1,000,  $1,125  00 


Total,-         $1,125  00 

CONNECTICCTT. 

Bethel.— Thanik-oS.,  A  Friend, 
const.  L.  M.  Helen  Louise 
Slack,  $25  00 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch,— Misa 
M.  L  Lockwood,  Treas. 
Hanover,  Aux.,  $13,  M.  C,  $4; 
Woodstock,  Aux.,  const.  L. 
M's  Miss  Joanna  L.  Gaylord, 
Miss  Carrie  Blackmar,  $50, 
M.  C,  $10 ;  Bozrah,  Aux.,  $1 1 ; 
Putnam,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  L.  Lore, 
$41,  Mission  Workers,  $40; 
Pomfret,  Aux.,  $42;  Greene- 
ville,  Aux.,  $30.60,  Highland 
Workers,  $3.76,  Little  Work- 
ers, $11.25;  East  Lyme,  Aux., 
$5;  Groton,  Aux.,  $17.66,  Fire- 
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flies,  f  13.66;  Norwich,  Old 
Town  M.  C,  $20,  Broadway 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $103,  Y.  L.  Aux., 
94U,  Park  Ch.,  M.  C,  $30,  Sec- 
oiul  Ch.,  Thifltledowu  Sen. 
M.  C,  $77.76,  Thibtledown  Jr. 
M.  C,  $10:  Dauielsonville, 
Aux.,  $7,  Heart  and  Hand, 
$6;  Lebanon,  Acorn  M.  B., 
$6;  Flainfleld,  Aux.,  $20, 
RoBG-Buds,  $1 ;  New  Ix>udon, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $61 .85,Thank- 
off.  and  Mite-boxes,  $23.76. 
The  Juniors,  $30,  Faithful 
Workers,  $6.76,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  $22.88,  Thank-off.  box, 
$14.60;  Willimantic,  Aux., 
$12;  Brooklyn,  Aux.,  $76; 
Griswold,  Aux.,  $41.36,  M.  C, 
$12.32;  Wauregan,  Aux.,  $26; 
Central  yillap:e,  Aux.,  $22.60; 
Taftyille,  Aux.,  $13.76;  Pres- 
ton, Aux.,  $10;  Jewett  City, 
Aux.,  $26;  North  Woodstock, 
Aux.,  $13,  $1,010  23 

Hartford  ^rancA.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Buckini;- 
ham,  Aux.,  $11;  Columbia, 
Aux.,  $19;  East  Hartford, 
Real  Workers,  $40;  Suffield, 
Y.  L.  M.  C,  $40.47,  110  47 

New  Haven  Branch,— yi\9&  J. 
Twining,  Treas.  Bridgeport, 
S.  Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  $30; 
Darien,  Aux.,  $30,  Busy  Bees, 
$27;  East  Haddain,  Phoenix 
Band,  $12;  Fair  Haven,  First 
Ch.,  Helpers,  $16:  Goshen, 
Aux.,  $26,  Buds  oi  Promise, 
$16;  Green*s  Farms,  Aux,  $10; 
Greenwich,  Aux.,  $37.10; 
Guilford,  Tliird  Ch.,  Aux., 
$14;  Kent,  Aux.,  $36,  Mission 
Workers,  $6;  Meriden,  Cen- 
ter Ch.,  Aux.,  $80;  Middle- 
town,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs. 
Thomas  G.  Mather,  prcT. 
contri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Stephen  C.  Southmayde, 
$8.32,  Gleaners,  $40,  South 
Ch.,  Good-will  Soc'y,  $30; 
Milford,  Aux.,  $34;  Milton, 
Aux.,  $10;  New  Britain,  Cen- 
ter Ch.,  Little  Helpers,  $13.58, 
South  Ch.,  Y.  L.  JM.  C.  $20; 
New  Haven,  United  Ch.,  Y. 
L.  M.  C,  $160,  Yale  Ch.,  Aux., 
S17,  M.  C,  $10;  North  Stam- 
ford, Aux.,  $10,  Do  What  You 
Can  Band,  $7;  Plymouth, 
Aux.,  $23;  Ridgefiela,  Snow- 
flakes,  $20;  Southbury,  Aux., 
$1;  Stamford,  Aux.,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  G.  Houghton, 
$25;  Thomaston,  Aux.,  $20; 
Trumbull,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Samuel  G. 
Beardsley,  Mrs.  Mary  T. 
Nichols,  $45;  Watertown, 
Aux.,  $46;  West  Haven,  Y. 


L.  M.  C,  $30;  Wintted,  Aoz., 
of  wh.  $^  const.  L.  M.  Mn. 
Julia  A.  Strong,  $60  by  Mn. 
Sarah  B.  Camp,  const.  1«.  M*l 
self  and  Miss  Ellen  B.  Camp, 
$26  by  Mis.  Mary  C.  Carns, 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Helen  C. 
Curtis,  $166.82,  First  Cb.,  T. 
L.  M.  C,  $25;  Woodlmiy, 
First  Cb.,  Anz.,  $10,  Yalliqr 
Gleaners,  $20,  North  Ch., 
Anz.,  $20,  $1,196  08 

Hew  Britain,— Coral  Builders,     14  00 
New  Zofufon.— Oirls*  and  Boys* 
Miss*y  Soc*y,  Cong.  Cb.,  10  00 

Total,  $2,296  22 

LEOACT. 

Norwich.^VLn,  Eliza  F.  Fox,  $100  00 

KEW  YORK. 

.0rooA:7y»».— To mpkini  Aye. 
Cong.  S.  S.,  $10  00 

New  fwrk  State  BraM6h,—JS\tM 
C.  A.HolmeSjTreaa.  Rodman, 
Aux.,  $20 ;  Binghamton,  Anx., 
$16;  Brooklyn,  Tompkins 
Ave.Ch.,Litt1e  Penny-Gather- 
ers, $26 ;  Buffalo,  w.  G.  Bjm- 
croft,  M.  B.,  $6;  Jamestown, 
M.  C,  $26;  Lockport,  Anz., 
$16;  Napoli,  Aux.,  $10;  New 
YorK,  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
Y.  L.  M.  S.,  $837;  Pbcsniz, 
Aux., $10.10;  Randolph,  Anz., 
$10,  Ex.,  $20,  4B8  10 

iSc^^enectody.— Cong.  Ch.,  Anz.,    18  00 

Total.  $481  10 

PHILADELPHIA  BRAKOH. 

Miss  E.  Flarell,  Treas.  N,  J,, 
East  Orange,  Grove  St.  Ch., 
Aux.,  $36;  Newark,  Belle- 
ville Ave.  M.  B.,  $132 ;  Orange 
Valley,  Aux.,  $160;  Pa., 
Philadelphia,  Auz.,  $120,  Y. 
L.  M.  C.,$37,  Snowflakee,  $10,  $486  00 

Total,         $485  00 


wiscoirsiK. 
Union  Grove,— A  Friend, 


40 


Total,  I 

NEBBA8KA. 

Santee  Agency.—  Indian  Miss'y 
Soc'y, 

Total, 

TURKBY. 

Uarpoot.—  Miss'y  Soc'y, 


40 


Total, 


General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 


$4  09 

$9,616  28 

14  89 

660  00 


Total,       $10,280 17 
Miss  Habbist  W.  Mat, 

Aaat  Treas. 


'^JNTE^SR: 


The  work  In  thlstnlsslon  dlsCrlct  was  beguainlSM.  This  iB,  therefore,  the 
iltty-third  year  of  Ita  hiatory.  For  a  description  of  Its  Central  School  lor  glrlg, 
readers  are  referred  to  llie  Jaimaiy  number  of  LwB  amd  Liobt'.  page  13. 
The  workei-s  In  tbl»  field,  under  care  of  the  W.  B.  H.  I.,  are  Hise  Eva  H.  Swiff, 
HiBB  H.  A.  HouBton,  and  Miss  C.  S.  Bell. 


Tub  year  1887  lias  been  marked  by  many  changes, —  chanf^  of 
teachei-H,  in  urfsauiKation,  and  in  some  cases  of  methods.  The  bead 
master  left  us  in  September,  aud  tiis  place  is  not  yet  supplied. 
Several  of  tlie  miRti-esEes  married  during  the  year,.futd  went.to  do 
other  work.  Though  their  places  have  beeu  supplied,  such  olianges 
are  always  bad  for  the  school. 

Early  in  the  year  we  were  visited  by  the  luspectress  of  Girls' 
Schools.  She  remained  three  days,  during  which  time  she  exam-' 
ined  a  class  of  normal  students,  all  of  whom  gave  satisfactory  les- 
sons before  tier. 

Our  school  consists  of  normal  and  middle  school  departments, 
and  a  practicing  department.  The  total  number  of  pupils  on  tlie 
rolls  is  103.  or  these,  00  are  boarders.  Sixteen  have  been  under 
training  the  entire  year. 

There  have  been  eight«en  additions  to  the  church  fium  the 
school  this  year,  and  at  the  close  of  the  term  thei'e  were  seven 
more  candidates.  More  than  two  thirds  of  our  boarders  are  now 
niembers  of  the  church.  Many  have  been  kept  back  on  account  of 
their  youth.  There  has  been  throughout  tbe  year  a  most  delight- 
ful and  sustained  interest  in  spiritual  matters  among  our  girls. 
The  daily  noon  prayer-meeting  and  the  Sunday  afternoon  meeting 
are  still  sustained  entirely  by  the  pupils  aud  teachers,  and  are  well 
attended.  The  Sunday-school,  begun  by  the  girls  for  tbe  small 
children  on  the  compound,  hnn  been  kept  up  without  interruption 
through  llie  year.  Many  of  these  meetings  are  attended  by 
lieatbcn  Aonien,  wlio  seem  to  enjoy  the   quiet  hour.     Some  silk- 
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weaver  women  have  been  constant  in  attendance,  and  we  hope  in 
another  year  to  establish  a  permanent  class  for  the  silk-wearing 
girls,  who  are  at  present  backward  in  taking  advantage  of  oppor- 
tunities for  improvement  A  new  class  for  Bible  study  witli  the 
teachers  was  opened  in  June,  and  has  been  a  source  of  blessing  to 
all.  The  results  of  study  in  this  class  has  been  repeated  in  the 
meetings  which  the  Christian  women  hold  among  themselves,  and 
from  these  carried  to  the  heathen  women  of  the  city.  The  mis- 
tresses of  the  school  have  done  some  Bible-work  out  of  school 
hours.  One,  for  a  time,  visited  the  dispensaiy  every  morning  and 
talked  with  the  women  who  were  waiting  for  the  medicine.  Some 
of  these  have  since  come  to  the  compound  for  further  instruotion 
of  Christ  and  his  salvation. 

The  Benevolent  Society,  established  last  year,  is  still  enthusi- 
lutically  kept  up.  The  first  year  ended  in  June,  and  its  earnings 
were  twenty-two  rupees.  This  money  was  the  earnings  of  the 
school  children,  who  are  kept  busy  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
with  school  duties,  so  that  they  have  but  little  to  spare  for  suoh 
work. 

As  we  gather  up  the  result  of  our  labors  we  see  some  things  to 
sadden  us,  but  more  to  rejoice  in.  There  has  been  more  individual 
work  than  ever  before,  by  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  eager- 
ness to  enter  every  open  door  of  service  has  been  very  gratifying; 
and  as  we  see  in  many  instances  evident  building  up  of  character, 
we  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

YILIiAQB  SCHOOLS. 

I  have  had  charge  of  four  Hindu  girls'  schools,  formerly  under 
Mrs.  Capron's  care,  for  two  school  years.  There  are  814  names  upon 
the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  more  than  five  hundred  chil- 
dren have  studied  in  the  school  during  the  year.  Thirteen  teach- 
ers aird  four  conductresses  are  employed.  At  the  Deputy 
Inspector's  visit  233  were  presented  for  examination.  All  ezami 
nations  were  held  in  the  Central  School  building  near  the  temple, 
and  occupied  the  greater  part  of  four  days.  The  parents  take 
much  interest  in  these  examinations,  and  often  linger  near  the 
doors  to  watch  the  proceedings.  Some  girls  who  had  been  urged 
to  go  with  their  parents  and  friends  to  make  an  offering  on  occa- 
sion of  the  examination,  expressed  so  much  disapproval  that  they 
were  allowed  to  remain  at  home.  In  one  of  these  schools  a 
class  of  girls  frequently  go  quietly  into  a  comer  of  their  school- 
Toora,  after  school  is  over,  pray  together,  and  then  depart  for 
home.  * 
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It  is  noticeable  tliat  former  pupils  do  not  lose  their  interest  in, 
and  love  lor,  the  school.  Long  after  finishing  their  studies  they 
come  back  from  time  to  time  to  talk  with  their  teachera,  ask  advice 
in  conducting  their  family  affairs,  or  explanations  of  difficult  pas- 
sages in  their  reading.  They  keep  themselves  employed  with  sew- 
ing, embroidery,  and  reading;  are  more  careful  in  their  habits; 
kinder,  more  polite  and  thoughtful  tlian  tiieir  untaught  companions. 
jSinother  and  most  pleasing  difference  is  that  their  speech  is  clean, 
and  no  bad  songs,  so  common  among  this  people,  are  heard  among 
them. 

The  Hindu  girls'  Sunday-school  is  still  regularly  held  at  the 
Central  Stshool,  and  has  a  good  attendance.  Though  the  number  of 
girls  is  by  no  means  small,  the  men  and  boys  who  come  in  out- 
number them,  many  remaining  through  the  entire  hour,  attentive 
listeners  to  the  exercises.  Often  the  women  come,  attracted  by 
the  lively  Christian  songs.  The  children  who  can  sing  these  are 
often  requested  by  parents  and  friends  to  sing  them  in  their 
houses. 

MEDICAL  WOKK,  IHSS  M.   P.  BOOT,  -M.D. 

During  the  two  years  I  have  spent  in  Madura  I  have  found  the 
houses  of  the  high  castes  freely  opened  to  me.  Daily  I  receive 
calls  to  visit  the  houses  or  treat  the  Gosha  and  caste  women  at  my 
own  private  office.  In  many  cases,  owing  to  a  distrust  of  English 
medicine,  I  have  had  to  be  very  strict,  and  have  declined  to  treat 
patients  because  they  refused  to  carry  out  my  orders. 

As  a  rule  I  am  most  courteously  treated,  and  some  of  my  best 
fiiends  are  among  the  Brahmin  and  other  high-caste  women.  On 
the  first  of  June  I  began  to  attend,  in  person,  the  daily  clinics  for 
women.  The  dispensaiy  work  previous  to  that  date  had  been 
can'ied  on  principally  by  my  assistant.  Personally  and  profession- 
ally the  work  has  been  a  pleasure  to  me,  and  the  faces  of  some  of 
the  chronic  patients  have  become  familiar  and  interesting.  Among 
these  are  many  sad  cases,  some  of  them  lepers.  For  these  I  hope 
to  provide  an  asylum,  that  they  may  have  a  comfortable  home  in- 
stead of  begging  about  the  streets.  Since  July  1st  Miss  Houston 
has  kindly  allowed  certain  of  her  Bible-women  to  attend  the  daily 
clinics,  and  they  and  other  Christian  women  have  read  the  Bible  to 
the  patients,  and  taught  them  of  Christ.  They  give  me  fre- 
quent reports,  and  lighten  my  heart  with  bits  of  conversation 
drawn  out  by  these  readings.  I  hope  soon  to  have  Bible-women 
whose  work  shall  be  exclusively  connected  with  the  medical  de- 
partment. / ' 
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MICRONESIA. 

■ 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  FLETCHER. 

It  is  to  bo  regretted  that  this  letter  canuot  be  placed  before  the  readers  of 
1.1FK  A.ND  iJGiiT  just  AS  It  was  receivcil.  The  neatness  of  the  pages,  the  dis- 
tinctuesa  of  the  penmanship,  and  the  exactness  of  all  details  of  margiiiB» 
punctuation,  and  enpitals,  would  do  credit  to  pupils  of  schools  in  this  coantry. 

PoNAPE,  Jan.  27,  188& 
Dkar  Mks.  Willcox:  It  is  almost  time  for  the  Star  to  I'etum  to 
Honolulu.     I  wrote  you  a  letter  by  way  of  Manilla,  but  your  re- 
ceiving it  is  quite  doubtful,  so  1  will  tell  you  as  fully  as  I  can  of 
our  present  state. 

Dr.  Ingersol,  Miss  Palmer,  and  myself  are  alone  on  the  island 
just  now.  Mr.  Doane  \\\\&  gone  to  do  the  work  at  Mokil;  Mr.  Rand 
has  gone  to  Huk,  to  see  Mrs.  Logan,  so  sadly  bereaved  by  the  death 
of  her  husband. 

At  this  writing  our  school  numbers  thirty-three,  with  three  of 
the  girls  maiTicd  and  in  homes  of  their  own.  We  were  rejoiced  to 
see  Dr.  Ingersol,  but  somewhat  disappointed  when  we  learned  her 
work  was  outside,  rather  than  in  the  school.  Still,  there  is  much 
for  her  to  do  as  she  is,  and  no  doubt  all  has  been  decided  right 
She  came  here  very  soon  after  the  war,  when  everything  looked 
dark  and  discouraging  enough,  so  if  her  lettei-s  are  sometimes  sad, 
this  can  explain  it.  Things  will  seem  better  soon,  I  am  sure.  I 
know  the  Spaniards  have  brought  no  good  to  the  islands,  and  our 
work  has  been  sadly  hindered;  but  we  are  not  done  in  Micronesia 
yet,  and  if  it  is  dark  now,  it  is  brighter  further  on.  The  Lord  in- 
tends this  island  world  for  his  own.  Some  have  suggested  that 
boys  and  girls  be  taken  from  the  islands  to  Honolulu  and  educated 
there.  Nothing  could  be  more  unwise.  The  schools  are  needed 
heit)  in  Micronesia,  and  it  is  here  that  their  work  must  be  done. 
We  can  have  here  good  and  substantial  schools  where  the  girls  can 
be  taught  housework  and  sewing,  as  well  as  those  of  other  lands; 
and  above  all,  they  can  here  be  taught  to  know  and  choose  right 
from  wrong.  When  first  they  came  into  our  school  it  was  very 
plainly  to  be  seen  that  they  did  not  know  what  obedience  meant; 
but  after  a  time  they  begin  to  understand  that  there  is  abetter 
way  than  their  own,  and  the  unruly  ones  become  willing  to  own 
their  faults,  and  try  to  do  better.  Then,  after  a  time,  from  one  and 
another  comes  a  note  requesting  our  prayers,  and  from  that  time 
the  change  is  rapid,  to  the  better  way.  Not  without  many  failures, 
to  be  sure, — we  often  are  saddened  by  these, — ^but  it  is  a  comfort  to 
remember  thjit  they,  like  ourselves,  have  a  Saviour  who  rejoices  in 
all  their  progi^ess  and  sympathizes  in  their  failures.    I  have  passed 
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many  a  day  of  trouble  in  this  work,  sometimes  not  knowing  what 
to  do,  so  greatly  has  the  care  pressed  upon  my  heart;  but  after  five 
years  of  this,  if  I  had  only  one  request  to  be  granted,  it  would  be, 
**  Never  take  me  from  Micronesia."  Health  may  fail,  and  we  may 
ItHve  to  leave,  but  this  is  in  His  care  who  does  all  thjngs  well.  At 
the  present  time  there  is  a  very  great  deal  of  work  needing  to  be 
done.  There  are  many  islands  which  have  not  yet  been  reached 
by  the  light  of  the  gospel.  Where  shall  we  look  for  help  ?  I  do 
not  see  why  any  one  should  dread  to  come  here.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
great  contrast  to  the  home-land;  but  how  much  more  terrible  the 
contrast  between  Nazareth  and  the  Father's  house;  and  yet,  for  us 
the  Lord  came  and  dwelt  there.  I  believe,  take  it  as  a  whole,  the 
work  among  these  islands  pays  as  well  as  in  any  mission  field. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon, 

I  am  sincerely  your  friend, 

J.  E.  Fletcher. 

P.  S. —  I  have  asked  one  of  the  girls  of  our  school  to  copy  this 
letter,  that  you  may  see  a  specimen  of  her  handwriting,    j.  e.  f. 


•  ♦• 
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While  it  is  discouraging  to  see  those  who  have  long  listened 
to  the  truth  still  wearing  their  Hindu  marks  on  their  foreheads, 
and  to  hear  them  talk  of  the  true  God,  while  they  still  worship 
idols,  we  yet  see  much  to  encourage  us.  -  Every  month  large  ad- 
ditions are  made  to  the  hundreds  who  are  learning  to  read,  and 
many  listen  eagerly  to  Bible  teacliing.  Some  of  the  men  seem 
pleased  to  have  their  wives  and  daughters  taught.  They  do  not 
usually  remain  in  the  room  where  the  women  are  when  I  am  with 
them;  but  one  husband  who  had  taught  his  wife  quite  a  form 
of  truth  about  the  true  God  and  sin  and  forgiveness,  stood  around 
the  conier  when  I  came,  to  listen  if  she  repeated  it  correctly.  — 
Miss  HotLston. 

About  three  months  ago  a  young  man  heard  the  truth  in  our 
street  chapel.  It  went  to  his  heart, — he  wanted  to  know  more. 
As  he  was  ill  he  went  into  the  dispensary  court,  and  just  inside 
the  gate  he  heard  the  voice  of  a  woman  reading.  It  was  Mrs. 
Chang,  the  gate-keeper's  wife,  reading  the  Bible  in  her  own  room. 
He  soon  perceived  that  it  was  the  same  truth  he  had  heard  in  the 
chapel,  and  his  desire  to  know  more  increased;  but  it  would  not  do 
for  him  to  go  to  her  door  and  ask  instruction,  for  he  was  a  stranger 
to  her.  After  puzzling  awhile  how  to  obtain  the  knowledge  he 
desired,  he  asked  the  gate-keeper  to  allow  him  to  be  his  adopted 
son,  so  that  he  might  enter  his  home  and  be  taught.     (This  is  not 
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an  ancommoQ  arraDgement  in  China,  when  some  purpose  is  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  relation.)  He  was  told  that  among  the 
Christians  this  was  not  necessary,  as  it  was  one  of  tlieir  rules  to 
help  one  another;  and  if  he  desired  instruction  in  the  way  of 
Christ,  Mrs.  Chang  would  gladly  give  it  to  him,  she  being  a  very 
capable  instructor.  This  young  man  has  proved  to  be  an  earnest 
inquirer  for  the  truth.  He  has  recently  asked  prayers  in  our 
meeting  for  his  mother  and  elder  brother,  who  are  strongly  op- 
posing his  interest  in  the  **  new  way.'^* — Mrs,  PieramHf  q/*  Pcuh 
ting-fu. 

My  two  schools  are  prospering  as  well  as  we  could  expect.  I 
need  more  time  to  devote  to  them.  The  thi*ee  little  girls,  all  with 
unbound  feet,  are  a  groat  comfort  to  me.  They  are  unusually 
bright.  The  boarding  school  has  seven  girls,  the  eldest  nineteen 
years  old.  I  have  several  more  applicants,  but  the  room  and  my 
hands  are  full  to  overflowing.— Z&td. 

Sunday,  March    25th,  was  another   red^etter   day  in    Kioto. 

Twenty-five    young    men  and   eight  young  women,  students    in 

our  Doshisha  schools,  publicly  confessed  Christ  as  their  Saviour. 

This,  with  six  young  women  baptized  in  January  and  forty-three 

young   men  in  December,  makes  eighty-two  accessions    to  the 

church  from  the  school  during  the  current  year. — Dr,  Gordon,  of 

Kioto, 

A  baby  missionary— (exclusively  for  mothers  of  the  **  sweetest  baby  io  the 
world**):  — 

You  once  suggested  that  '*  first  children  are  apt  to  be  tyrants" ; 
but  our  little  Chauncey  Ellsworth  seems  to  know  that  he  must  be 
a  missionary  himself,  and  not  hinder  his  mamma  in  too  great  a 
degree.  He  continues  to  be  the  wonder  of  all  our  Chinese  friends, 
and  has  a  smile  and  wave  of  the  hand  for  each  guest.  Because  of 
him  I  have  very  numerous  callers,  and  it  gives  me  many  an  oppor- 
tunity to  drop  a  word  here  and  there.  Baby  has  special  delight  in 
morning  prayers,  which  are  held  in  our  dining-room,  and  to  wliich 
our  eleven  theological  8tudent.s  and  three  or  four  others  come  reg- 
ularly. He  sits  in  his  high-chair,  and  gives  a  Chinese  greeting  to 
each  one  who  enters,  putting  his  chubby  little  hands  together  in 
most  approved  fashion. — Mrs.  Goodrich,  of  Tung-cho. 

Mrs.  Kendall  and  I  are  just  returning  from  a  trip  to  Yokohama, 
are  now  steaming  down  the  river;  and  though  the  motion  of  the 
steamc  is  not  helpful  to  letter-writing,  I  seize  the  opportunity  to 
add  a  little  to  my  letter,  commenced  weeks  ago.      When  I  wrote 

•See  Miss  Miner's  letter  in  July  Lifb  aud  Light  for  sequel  to  the  above* 
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then  we  were  prepaiing  to  leave  tbe  little  house  which  had  been 
our  home  for  nearly  three  years,  and  move. into  the  new  house  m^ 
brother  has  just  been  building.  This  is  much  more  commodious^ 
and  we  are  especially  thankful  that  our  father  and  mother  can 
have  a  more  comfortable  home.  We  feel  ourselves  favored  above 
many  in  their  presence  with  us ;  it  is  a  constant  cheer  and  blessing. 
We  held  meetings  for  the  women  at  Nagaoka  on  this  trip,  both 
coming  and  going.  Mrs.  Kendall  and  I  took  turns  speaking  to  them. 
Some  of  them  had  come  to  hear  for  the  first  time  about  Christianity* 
My  whole  heart  is  in  this  work  for  the  women.  I  love  to  call  on 
them  in  their  homes,  and  am  hoping  to  secure  a  helper  who  has 
been  trained  for  this  special  work.  We  need  a  missionary  who  can 
devote  her  whole  time  and  strength  to  it.  Do  you  know  of  one 
who  will  come? — Miss  Kate  Scudder,  Niigata. 
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Kalgan,  March  14th. 
When  friends  fail  to  write,  I  thiiik,  "  Our  Father  hears  from 
them;    and  they  may  be  even  now  before  the  throne,   though 
hidden  from  our  view. 

'Though  sundered  far,  by  faith  we  meet.'  ** 

I  will  try  and  answer  your  questions.  Kalgan  is  just  inside  the 
Great  Wall,  though  often  represented  wrong  upon  the  mapsv 
The  part  which  bounds  Kalgan  on  the. north  has  temples  on  iU 
There  is  a  very  pretty  view  from  our  veranda  of  a  hill  west  of  us, 
with  a  temple  upon  it. 

The  Dispensary  is  on  a  public  street,  while  our  Compound  is  a 
little  outside  the  city.  It  is  not  quite  so  convenient  for  work,  but 
much  more  healthful;  and,  besides,  it  was  the  only  available 
ground  for  us. 

Our  mission  year  is  nearing  its  close.  It  has  been  a  good  yeai^ 
for  work,  and  not  without  its  encouragements.  There  has  been  a 
large  class  of  men  and  boys  from  the  country,  who  have  spent  the 
winter  in  study.  All  have  been  much  interested,  and  six  have 
been  received  into  the  church;  several  others  will  be  received  a 
little  later.  Three  women  and  two  schoolgirls  have  also  been 
baptized.  Of  the  four  girls  added  to  our  school,  three  have 
remained  through  the  year;  one  has  been  taken  away,  much 
against  her  own  wishes.  I  fear  sometimes  that  our  girls  seem  too 
well  contented  witli  us,  and  too  unwilling  to  go  home;  so  that  their 
parents  believe  some  witchery  is  exercised  to  steal  their  children's 
hearts. 
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Our  school  numbers  ton.  There  is  a  child  of  four,  a  nieoe  of 
the  matron,  who  does  not  count  for  a  pupil;  and  three  or  four 
more  have  promiKed  to  come,  though  there  is  some  delay  about  it. 
One  pupil,  a^ed  thirteen,  will  soon  leave  us  to  be  mamed.  She, 
as  well  as  the  youth  to  whom  she  is  betrothed,  was  baptized  last 
winter.  I  am  sorry  to  part  with  her,  but  cannot  refuse  her  any 
longer.  The  young  man  came  last  autumn  asking  for  ''his 
woman,"  and  I  told  him  if  he  would  leave  her  with  ns  through  the 
winter,  I  would  part  with  her  after  the  Chinese  New  Year.  He 
called  for  her  then  again,  but  after  some  further  deliberation 
returned  home  alone,  to  make  some  needed  preparations,  and  so 
she  has  been  with  us  till  this  time. 

You  think  it  would  be  well  for  me  to  go  to  Peking  once  a  year. 
Well,  it  would  be  a  needed  change,  but  our  school  needs  close 
attention,  and  I  cannot  leave  it  long.  I  have  been  here  now  two 
and  a  half  yeare  without  going  away  at  all.  I  hope  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  in  the  spring,  but  am  not  sure  of  being  able  to  do 
so.  Dr.  Murdock  has  had  a  very  laborious  year,  and  much  needs  a 
vacation,  which  she  failed  to  secure  last  year.  I  hope  she  may  be 
able  to  take  it  this  seiison. 


-»♦►- 
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Until  July  last  Miss  Nutting  and  I  were  working  together  in 
the  Girls'  High  School.  .Since  last  fall  we  have  had  a  school 
apiece;  Miss  N.  having  established  a  kindergarten  for  the  little 
ones,  and  1  taking  charge  of  the  High  School,  which  opened  the 
first  Wednesday  of  October  with  twenty-four  pupils, — an  increase 
of  eight  over  last  year.  All  who  were  here  last  year  returned  ex- 
cepting three.  Two  of  these,  agedjeleven  and  twelve,  have  become 
engaged  to  be  married,  and  one  remained  out  to  teach  the  school  for 
girls  in  Mardin.  This  is  a  primary  and  iutei*mediate  school,  and 
prepares  girls  to  enter  the  High  School.  Of  the  twenty-four  girls 
in  school,  thirteen  are  from  Mardin  and  eleven  from  villages  near 
by.  One  girl  who  came  from  a  village  seventy-five  miles  away, 
walked  the  whole  distance.  Her  whole  worldly  possessions,  aside 
from  what  she  had  on,  were  tied  up  in  a  pocket  handkerchief.  An- 
other girl  who  had  never  taken  a  lesson  in  reading  when  she  came, 
now  reads  quite  nicely  in  the  New  Testament.  The  highest  class  are 
studying  algebra,  United  States  history,  Arabic  gi*ammar,  English 
grammar,  and  writing.  We  also  have  classes  in  English  history, 
Turkish  history,  mental  and  practical  arithmetic.  We  have  four 
classes  in  the  school,  one  of  which  is  preparatory.  To  all  of  these 
I  give  an  English  lesson  four  times  a  week.    I  also  give  them  les- 


LETTER  FROM  MISS  DEWEY,  317 

sons  in  drawing  and  in  singing  by  note.  There  are  weekly 
lessons  in  plain  sewing  and  in  embroidery,  knitting,  crocheting, 
and  so  forth.  Each  class  has  a  daily  lesson  in  the  Biole.  The  do- 
mestic work  is  all  done  by  the  scholars  and  the  teacher,  Toma, 
who  is  also  a  very  efficient  matron.  The  girls  take  turns  at  the 
different  kinds  of  work,  and  show  as  much  dissatisfaction  when 
their  turn  comes  to  wash  dishes  as  girls  in  America  do. 

We  (tlje  schoolgirls  and  teachers)  celebrated  New  Year's  in  a 
delightful  way.  The  girls  had  three  days'  vacation,  and  employed 
it  in  making  garments  for  the  poor,  the  materials  being  contrib- 
uted by  some  of  the  missionaries.  They  made  about  forty  gar- 
ments,—  shirts,  drawers,  aprons,  and  a  few  dresses.  The  shirts 
and  drawers  were  made  of  coarse  white  cloth,  and  the  two  gar- 
ments constitute  the  whole  wardrobe  of  many  poor  people  here. 
Thirty-five  people  were  invited  to  diinier,  but  sixty  came;  and 
there  proved  to  be  enough  food  for  all,  so  all  were  allowed  to 
come  into  the  yard,  where  the  feast  was  spread.  The  dinner  con- 
sisted of  burgle  (a  sort  of  cracked  wheat  cooked  with  mutton  fat), 
boiled  mutton,  and  bread.  It  was  a  sight  worth  seeing, —  those 
sixty  poor,  ragged  specimens  of  humanity,  seated  in  two  long  rows 
in  the  yard,  with  a  row  of  plates  heaped  up  with  food  between 
them,  into  which  eacli  one  dipped  his  spoon  or  his  fist,  as  the  case 
might  be.  The  money  to  pay  for  the  dinner  was  partly  contribu- 
ted by  the  schoolgirls.  At  three  meals  they  ate  dry  bread  and 
water,  so  that  they  might  give  the  money  that  would  have  been 
spent  for  meat  or  other  things.  After  they  had  eaten  all  they 
could,  they  were  invited  up  into  the  school-room,  and  the  pastor  of 
the  native  church  preached  them  a  short  sermon.  Then  the 
clothes  were  distributed,  and  they  went  off  with  smiling  faces.  It 
takes  so  little  to  clothe  and  feed  people  here,  one  can  make  a  great 
many  poor  people  happy  with  a  very  small  outlay  of  money.  The 
girls  had  a  fine  time  in  the  evening  over  a  Christmas-tree  given 
them  by  Mrs.  Thorn.  Many  of  the  girls  had  never  seen  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  enjoyed  it  greatly. 

Wednesday  of  each  week  has  been  my  '*  visiting  day."  I  have 
mounted  my  horse  as  soon  after  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  as 
possible,  and  taking  with  me  a  trusty  man  have  visited  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city.  Tlius  I  have  visited  about  eighty  houses, 
and  talked  with  over  two  hundred  women.  Some  of  the  women 
were  evidently  Christians,  and  others  were  members  of  the  old 
Armenian  and  Syrian  Catholic  churches.  Of  these  latter,  none 
knew  how  to  read ;  and  as  the  services  of  most  of  their  churches 
are  conducted  in  a  language  unintelligible  to  them,  they  knew 
nothing  of  the  plan  of  salvation.  They  are,  however,  very  bigoted, 
and  hard  to  infiuence.  They  refuse  to  come  to  our  women's 
prayer-meeting,  and  *the  only  way  to  reach  them  is  by  taking  the 
Bible  to  their  houses,  and  reading  and  praying  with  them.  The 
difference  between  them  and  our  own  Protestant  women  could  not 
but  be  noticeable  even  to  a  stranger,  whether  a  Christian  or  not. 
There  is  in  the  faces  of  the  Catholic  women  no  indication  of 
intelligence,  no  expression  to  indicate  that  they  have  a  mind  or  a 
soul.  As  I  visited  them  they  asked  me  such  questions  as,  "Can 
you  read  English?"  "Did  you  come  away  off  here  without  any 
husband  ?  "  "  Poor  thing  I  could  not  you  find  a  man  in  the  whole ; 
world  that  would  have  you?" 
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For  the  past  few  months  I  have  had  a  class  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  consisting  of  six  (nrls  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  fonr  of 
whom  are  also  my  pupils  during  the  week.  We  are  now  studying 
in  Exodus,  and  I  enjoy  the  class  very  much,  although  I  am  stiU , 
hampei*ed  by  my  lack  of  Ai*abic.  However,  I  feel  that  it  is  a  great 
help  to  me  to  be  obliged  to  prepare  for  the  class  each  week,  and  it 
grows  ciisiei*  each  week.  Sunclay  noon  I  meet  with  all  tlie  board- 
mg  pupils  and  teacher  Tomafor  a  prayer-meeting.  Teacher  Toma 
gives  them  excellent  *'  talks"  at  those  times. 

Since  last  October  I  have  had  charge  of  the  women's  prayer- 
meeting  on  the  other  side  of  the  city.  It  is  about  two  miles  over 
there,  so  the  women  cannot  come  to  this  side  of  the  city.  I  do  not 
personally  give  the  lesson,  but  take  some  woman  with  me  from  the 
congregation  on  tliis  side  to  take  the  lead.  Then  I  say  a  few 
words  or  pi*ay,  as  my  Arabic  will  permit.  We  often  have  in  our 
meetings  women  from  the  Syrian  and  Armenian  communities, 
especially  if  we  hold  the  meeting  in  some  house  instead  of  the 
church.  They  seem  interested,  and  ask  many  questions.  This 
prayer-meeting  is  held  Wednesday  af teiiioon  of  eacli  week.  There 
IS  also  one  on  this  side  of  the  river,  which  Mrs.  Thorn  had  charge 
of  until  she  died,  but  which  had  been  left  in  my  care  when  she  was 
taken  sick.  It  is  now  nearly  six  weeks  since  her  death.  She  and 
the  little  baby  lie  side  by  side  in  the  same  coffin. 

Miss  Nutting,  who  has  been  having  a  vacation  since  the  1st  of 
January,  expects  to  open  her  kindergarten  the  1st  of  March.  She 
expects  about  thirty  pupils.  This  school  has  been  a  success  from 
the  start,  and  is  the  first  school  of  the  kind  here. 

There  are  many  things  left  to  be  said  another  time.  I  will  only 
add,  pray  for  us  and  for  our  work.    We  need  your  prayers. 

Mardin,  Turkey  in  Asia,  Feb.  25,  1888. 
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STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 

MEXICO. 

This  not  being  one  of  the  older  missions  of  the  Ameiican 
Board,  woman's  work  has  not  taken  on  such  large  proportions.  It 
may  be  well  not  to  confine  the  study  to  that  department. 

WESTERN   MP^XICO  MISSION. 

Missionaries :  Name  them,  and  describe  tlieir  surroundings. 
See  American  Board  Almanac  and  Reports  of  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 

Stations  and  Out-stations :  Mission  StudieSy  June,  '87  and  August, 
'88. 

Girls^  School  at  Guadalajara :  Wlien  opened  ?  What  progress? 
Results? 

Biographical :  Miss  Belle  M.  Haskins,  Mission  Studies,  June, 
'87. 

MISSION  TO  NORTHERN  MEXICO. 

Missionaries:  A.  B.  Almanac  and  Report. 

Stations  and  Churches:  M,  S.,  June,  '87;  Herald,  May,  '88. 


RECEIPTS, 
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Girls'  School  at  Chihuahua. 

Girl^  School  at  Parral. 

Articles  aud  letters  on  the  work  of  these  two  missions  may  be 
found  as  follows:  — 

The  Bible  in  Zaragoza :  Herald,  August,  *87. 

New  Church  at  San  Ysidro:  Herald,  September,  '87.  How 
many  menibera  ?    Through  what  influences  was  the  work  begun? 

Three  Weeks^  Work  at  Cosihuirachi :  How  many  present  at  the 
services?  How  many  subscribers  to  the  Protestant  newspaper? 
Herald,  February,  1888. 

A  Mining  Camp  near  Hermosillo :  How  many  books  sold  ? 
Herald,  February  and  May,  *88. 

Conference  qf  Missions  in  Mexico:  Herald,  April,  '88.  How  many 
denominations  represented?  Note  topics  discussed:  Bible  Trans- 
lation; Protestant  College;  Division  of  the  Field.  Give  brief 
statistics  of  work.  See  also  Missionary  Review,  June,  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

The  following  articles  will  be  found  interesting  and  helpful:  — 

Mexico  and  Central  America :  Missionary  Review,  March. 

Missions  to  Roman  Catholic  Countries :  Ibid. 

An  Unromantic  View  of  Zaoatecas .  Woman*  s  Work  for  Woman^ 
July,  '87. 

Retrospect  and  Prospect :  Church  at  Home  and  Abroad,  Marolu 
Kartyr  of  Ahuacuatillan,  May  number. 

Protestantism  in  Mexico:  Gospel  in  All  Lands,  March. 

Pedro's  Story :  Woman's  Work  for  Woman,  March,  1888. 

<♦» 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Treasurer. 
Receipts  fbom  Mat  18  to  June  18,  1888. 


ILLINOIS. 

Bbanoh.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  Cham- 
paiffHt  10;  Canton,  6.05; 
Chicajgoj  readies,  9.50,  Beth- 
any Ch.,  5.15;  Danver8t  16; 
Oranville,9>\  tvanhoe,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  £.  D.  Dean,  25; 
Lake  View,  Church  of  the 
Redeemer,  19  40;JLa  Orange, 
6:  Moline,  18;  Oneida,  7.90; 
Plainfield,  25;  Prospect 
Park,  10;  Summer  Rill,  10; 
ThawvUle,  2.50, 

Junior:  Chicago,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  Y.  P.  S.,  62.35;  Rockford, 
First  Ch.,  Y.  L.  S.,  16.89; 
Unvenswood,  Y.  P.  S.,  25.00; 
Springfield,  Jennie  Chapin 
Helpers,  27.76, 

Juvenile:  Chicago,  Fred  and 
Mary  Miller,  20  cts. ;  Danvers, 
Busy  Bees,  5;  GriggsviUe, 
Cheerful  Workers,  14;  Hock- 
ford,  A  Little  Girl,  40  cts.; 
Sheffield,  Lamplighters,  3.11, 

Sunday-schools:    Chicago, 


177  60 


132  00 


22  71 


Plymouth  Ch.,  18.63,  Primary 
CI.,  10,  Armour  Mission,  4.40; 
EvaneUm,  61.47, 


94  60 


Total,       426  71 

IOWA. 

Branch.—  Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter, 
of  Grinnell.  Treas.  AUantio, 
8;  Bell  Plain,  A\  Charles  City, 
5;  Cherokee,  9;  Des  Moines, 
Plymouth  Ch.,  24.74;  Den- 
mark, 30 ;  Eldon,  6 ;  Farragvt, 
10  ',Fairfield,6 ;  Oowrie,SL  Lady, 
1 ;  Grinnell,  22.45:  Onaiva,  10; 
Osage,  5.50;  Oaebolt,  Mrs 
Dora  Wcichert,  2.50;  Sabtda, 
3;  WUtenberg,  9.60,  166  79 

Junior:  Clinton,  10;  Grinnell, 
Cong.  Ch.,  21.92,  Iowa  College, 
Y.  L.  M.  S.,  100,  131  92 

Juvenile:  Manson,  S.  S.,  3  83 

Total,  292  64 

KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
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of  Lo.i  von  worth,  Treas. 
Dover,  10;  DownSt  1.70;  Louis- 
ville, :t.r>();  Manhattan^  ii.lH; 
Oixelda,  3;  Topeka,  const.  L. 
M.  MrB.  Surah  Klizabeth 
EvartB,  25;  Udall,  3;  n'eat- 
moreland,  A;   Wellsville^  6,       62  05 

Juvenile*  AlajAe  JliU,  Willing 
Workers,  to  const.  Mrs.  Maria 
J.  Warren  L.  M.,  26  00 

A  Friend,  G  00 


Total, 


93  95 


MICHIGAN. 

Bkancii.— Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Troas.  Allendale^ 
5;  Kssexvillet  li.SO;  tSreenvillet 
•29.27;  Portland,  IT) :  St.Joseph, 
8;  Webster,  17.  7C  77 

J  u  VE>'  ilk:  CVi  clsea ,  ft ;  St  a  iiton, 
2,  7  00 


Total, 


83  77 


MIXSEHOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Williams, 
of  Northflohl,  Troas.  Olyn- 
don,  10;  Granite  Falls,  2.H1 ; 
Lake  City,  Ift;  Mhmeajtolis, 
Lyndale  Cli.,  in,  IVoplo's  Ch., 
5,  Janios  Edm'und  itell  Fund, 
1(52.5();  Northjleld,  10.59;  St. 
Paul,  37.(;ft.  253  55 

JuNioit:  Xortlijlehl,  Carleton 
Collejre.  Aux.,  52.80,  Y.  L.  M. 
S.,  15;  Sauk  Centre,  8.  S.  CI., 
17.25,  85  11 

J  u  V  K  X I L  K :  Crookston ,  M  iss. 
Band,  20;  Morristown,  Union 
S.  S.,  2.50;  Minneapolis,  East 
Side  Flats  Miss.  Han<1,  5;  St. 
Paid,  Plymouth  Ch.,  Faith- 
ful Works,  15;  Sauk  Centre, 
Little  Lights,  3,  45  50 


Total,  384  16 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas  City.—  Earnest  Work- 
ers, 15  00 

Total,  15  00 

NEBRASKA. 

Hastings —  The   Lamplighters 
Miss.  Baud,  20  00 


Total, 


20  00 


NEW  YORK. 


Jiiver?iead.—S.  S.  for  Fonape,      10  80 
West  Stockholm.— For  same,  J. 
B.  Palmer,  12  00 


OHIO. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely,  of 
Elyria,  Treas.  Cleveland, 
Euclid  A  ve.  Ch..  37 ;  Cotmeaut, 
14.75;  KellooffsvUleyBM^  Ober- 
lin,  1 20 :  Parfcman,  5,  A  Friend, 
2.  Ig2  M 

Junior:  Elyria,  Y.  L.,  00; 
Oberlin,  Y.  1^,  10,  eO  00 

Juvenile:  Oenevot  Coral 
Workers,    10,  10  00 

Sundav-sohool:  <9/myie2<l,  9  30 


Total, 


961  80 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


Branch.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Troas.  Huron, 
11;  Onida,  7;  RedMeld,  20; 
Sioux  FaUSj  27.50,  66  60 


Total, 


66  Oi 


TEXAS. 


Total, 


22  80 


Austifi.—HiWoiaon  Institute,  T. 
L.  S.,  for  Micronesia,  8  00 

Dallas.— Mrs.  Knox's  S.  8.  CL, 
in  memory  of  Miss  Rosalie 
M.  Budd,  and  for  Pouape,     12  00 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


15  00 


Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Cobum,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  .^pjola- 
ton,  25;  Brandon,  8.50;  Sara- 
boo,  5 ;  Clinton,  Collection  at 
Missionary  Picnic,  14.27; 
Evansville,  TIL,  30;  Ft.  Atkin- 
son, 11 ;  Platteville,  28;  Wind- 
sor, 15,  186  TT 

Juvenile:  Green  Bay,  Babies* 
Soc'y,  22;  Platteville^  Pearl 
Gatherers,  5,  27  00 

Sunday-school  :  JanesvUle, 
and  a  Lady,  30  00 


Less  expenses. 
Total, 

miscellaneous. 


193  77 
13  26 

180  51 


Sale  of  leaflets,  envelopes,  etc., 
22.41 ;  for  gold  ring  fund,  la- 
dies, 65  cts.;  box,  1.10;  cash, 
by  mail,  a  friend,  2, 

Total, 


26  16 
26  16 


Receipts  for  mouth,  1,886  40 

Previously  acknowledged,      21,453  86 


Total  since  October, 


•23,340  26 


p1e»Hed  to  liave 
an  unuEu»lly  busy 
beginning,  wbich  i 
religious  iutei-eat  v 
result,  ten  girls  wei 
and  eii^lit  otliers 


KOBE,   JAPAN. 

rol?  In  JnnuBiy  to  Ibe  YoDDg  Ladies'  Branch;— 
has  just  commenced,  and  we  all  feel  highly 
irnew  building  ready  for  use.  The  vacation  was 
ae,  and  its  close  found  lis  more  tired  than  its 
uot  exactly  what  we  hoped  for.  An  unusual 
s  manifest  in  the  school  last  term,  and  as  a 
received  into  the  chnrcli  on  New  Year's  Day, 
1  asked  for  baptism.  Our  hearts  are  full  of 
gratitude  for  tliis  outpouiin(>  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  During  the  va- 
cation we  were  very  busy  preparing  for  the  opening  exercises  of 
the  new  building,  which  took  place  on  the  6th  inst.  in  our  lovely 
new  chapel.  About  three  hundred  people  asserabled  on  this  festive 
•ccasion  besides  our  150  giils,  and  seventeen  Europeans, 
one  half  of  the  last  named  being  missionaries.  The  programme 
consisted  of  addresses  and  mnsic.  A  class  of  twelve  post-gradu- 
ates furnished  the  tatter,  singing  two  and  three  pai't  songs.  Our 
guests  expressed  themselves  as  being  much  pleased  and  surprised 
to  hear  Japanese  girls  sing  so  well.  It  was  very  gratifying  to  their 
teacher,  who  is  not  a  professional  musician.  Our  building  faces 
the  east,  and  every  room  gets  either  the  east«rn,  southern,  or 
western  sun.  The  chapel  is  on  the  upper  floor,  and  is  a  pleasant, 
sunny  room,  which  will  seat  300  pupila  with  a  little  crowding. 
On  the  upper  floor  there  are  eight  rooms,  two  being  fairly  large. 
One  of  the  pleasant  features  of  the  building  is  the  lai^e  entrance 
hall  aud  wide  staircase.  It  is  possible  now  for  teachers  to  pass 
through  the  hall  after  classes  have  been  dismissed  without  being 
hindered,  and  this  possibility  is  highly  appreciated.  Girls  cannot 
march  out  in  lines  very  well,  as  they  do  at  home;  for  although  they 
have  DO  hats  and  cloaks  to  don  they  have  to  take  their  geta,  or 
wooden  shoes,  from  the  case,  which  reminds  one  of  a  post-of3ce, 
only  there  is  no  little  door  over  each  compartment  to  conceal  the 
contents  from  view.  After  taking  her  gfta  each  girl  deposits  in 
their  place  her  !:ori,  or  flat,  straw  shoes,  wliich  she  weara  in  the 
schoolroom.  In  rainy  weather  the  umbrellas  also  must  be  taken 
from  the  rack. 

You  have  heard  of  the  politeness  of  the  Japanese;  and  no  doubt 
politeness  does  rank  above  everything  else  in  their  estimation,  but 
■ome  of  their  rules  are  bo  contrary  to  our  own  aa  to  be  quits  of' 
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fensive  to  tlie  polite  European  or  Amerioan.  I  will  mentioii  one 
instance.  Great  humility,  whether  real  or  asanmed,  is  considered 
an  important  part  of  good  mannera;  consequently  every  person 
must  sit  as  near  the  door  of  a  room  as  possible,  that  beinfi^  the 
most  humble  place,  and  if  it  be  in  a  private  house  the  host  must 
always  sit  between  his  guest  and  the  door.  Imagine  our  discom- 
fort when  two  or  three  persons  sit  down  in  the  doorway,  while 
others  are  standing  behind  them  desiring  an  entrance!  In  public 
gatherings  I  have  often  had  to  ask  people  to  move  a  little,  that  I 
might  pass.  Their  own  countrymen  never  make  this  request,  but 
humbly  take  a  seat  on  the  hard  hall  floor,  although  the  room  in- 
side may  be  more  than  half  empty. 

The  Japanese  have  yet  to  learn  that  tme  politeness  consists  in 
making  as  little  inconvenience  for  others  as  possible.  On  the 
2d  and  3d  of  January  we  had  over* one  hundred  calls,  and  some 
of  our  guests  were  as  foreign  in  their  manners  as  one  could  desiroy 
but  most  of  them  wei*e  thoroughly  Japanese. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  note  the  progress  people  are  making  in 
adopting  European  dress.  A  few  days  ago  I  was  drawn  in  a 
jinrikisba  by  a  man  who  wore  shoes,  and  to  meet  Japanese  gentle- 
men in  foreign  dress  is  almost  as  common  a  thing  as  it  is  at  home. 

March  I6th  Miss  Gunnison  wrote:— 

Can  you  imagine  howl  feel  with  about  fifty  unanswered  letters, 
some  of  more  than  a  year's  standing,  looking  at  me  f  i*om  the  pigeon- 
hole in  my  writing-desk,  and  each  one  seeming  to  say,  *'  How  much 
longer  must  I  wait?  *'  If  this  letter  proves  to  be  a  short  one  I  am 
sure  you  will  pai-don  me.  Mention  must  have  been  made  in  my 
last  of  the  extra  duties  which  had  devolved  upon  me,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  one  of  my  assistants  in  music.  Being 
very  tired  with  the  labors  of  the  Christmas  vacation,  it  seemed 
like  a  doubtful  experiment  to  undertake  extra  work;  but  I  feel 
assured  now  that  it  was  God's  will,  for  the  last  weeks  of  the  term 
find  me  feeling  so  much  better;  and,  moreover,  a  week  of  rest  is 
not  far  distant,  for  several  of  us  hope  to  spend  the  first  week  of 
April  in  Okayama,  a  most  delightful  place  to  visit  .  .  .  Our 
spring  weather  is  charming  in  comparison  with  the  cold  of  winter, 
although  it  is  yet  far  from  warm.  The  plum-tree  blossoms — the 
admiration  of  the  Japanese — are  now  flourishing,  but  I  have  not 
seen  anything  to  compare  with  an  orchard  in  blossom  at  home. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Baldwin,  of  the  Broosa  School,  and  with  it  a  gift  of  thirty-four 
dollars  from  the  girls'  missionary  society  there,  for  the  work  in 
Japan.  When  the  gift  came  we  were  on  the  eve  of  forming  a  for- 
eign missionary  society  with  our  girls,  and  this  beautiful  example 
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of  those  dear  girls  in  far-away  Turkey  helped  greatly  to  fill  our 
pupils  with  enthusiasm.  Every  Saturday  af teraoon,  for  two  hours, 
a  gioup  of  girls  may  be  seen  in  the  library  working  busily  on  lace, 
which  they  are  knitting  to  sell  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for 
their  society.  For  the  work  in  this  land  our  girls  have  often  re- 
sponded most  heartily  to  calls  for  help,  some  of  them  giving  their 
little  all,  and  it  only  needed  the  right  opportunity  for  their  zeal  to 
be  awakened  in  behalf  of  other  lands. 

Without  doubt  God  answered  our  prayers  by  making  the  oppor- 
tunity for  us.  We  had  made  Turkey  the  subject  of  the  Sunday 
evening  prayer-meeting  just  a  week  before  the  letter  and  the  gift 
ariived,  which  made  them  the  more  impressive.  The  members  of 
the  Kobe  church  have  raised  sufficient  money  to  buy  land  on  which 
to  erect  a  new  building,  and  our  girls  did  their  share,  besides 
pledging  themselves  to  raise  eighty  yen  by  next  fall  for  the  build- 
ing. I  think  I  told  you  of  the  effort  the  Japanese  friends  of  our 
school  have  been  making  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  yen  to  build  us  a 
new  dormitory  which  shall  accommodate  fifty  girls.  With  some 
assistance  from  missionaries  and  other  foreigners  they  have  now 
about  twelve  hundred  yen.  But  some  foreigners  have  refused  to 
contribute,  saying  that  the  American  Board  is  rich,  and  can  put  up 
its  own  buildings.  .  .  .  We  hope  the  attempt  will  be  successful 
before  next  fall,  for  so  many  girls  are  desirous  of  entering  the 
school  as  boarders,  whom  we  cannot  receive  for  want  of  room. 

Miss  Gunnison  speaks  of  their  great  need  of  a  piano,  her  own  instrument 
being  the  only  one  in  the  building,  which  it  is  difBicult  to  move  upstairs  to  the 
chapel  every  time  public  exercises  are  held.  During  her  April  vacation,  she 
writes  froxD.  Okayama:  — 

The  days  have  been  so  very,  very  full  since  I  laid  my  (pen 
aside,  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin.  Two  weeks  ago  the  subject 
of  the  Sabbath  evening  prayer-meeting  at  the  school  was  temper- 
ance,—  a  subject  which  is  as  truly  a  part  of  the  Lord's  work  in 
this  land  as  it  is  at  home.  We  felt  that  there  was  an  unusually 
deep  interest  shown  on  the  part  of  the  girls,  and  those  who  took 
part  in  the  meeting  did  it  with  marked  earnestness.  .  .  .  The 
next  two  weeks  were  occupied  with  reviews  and  examinations, 
which  brought  their  joys  and  sorrows  to  both  teachers  and 
scholars. 

My  classes  finished  a  little  earlier  than  usual,  so  I  was  able  to 
start  for  Okayama  two  days  before  school  closed.  Our  party  con- 
sisted of  Misses  Shed,  Poole,  Fannie  Gordon,  and  myself.  We 
were  two  nights  on  the  way,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  stopping  at 
Japanese  hotels,  where  some  of  our  experiences  were  exceedingly 
funny. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaines  arrived  in  Okayama  about  three  hours 
after  we  did,  last  Saturday.  Easter  Sunday  was  a  beautiful,  bright 
day,  and  after  attending  service  in  the  Japanese  chuch,  we  had  a 
delightful  meeting  in  Miss  Talcott's  sitting-room,  Mr.  Pettee  bar- 
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inp  i)rci)aretl  a  very  iiitxjreKtinp  order  of  service  especially  for 
Easter. 

The  Okiiyaina  diurch  is  a  liiu>.  lar^ru  building,  and  beiDj;  matted 
instead  of  being  furnished  with  seaU.  it  will  iiccommodate  about 
one  thousand  people.  The  usual  attendance  is  between  four  and 
five  hundred. 

[t  d(K's  our  hearts  good  to  see  something  of  the  work  here  in 
the  interior. 

1>iu'ii>(r  tliiH  visit  MisH  Ciuunisou  heard  cheering  news  of  a  pnpU  who  was 
m  till'  Kolu'  ScliDol  thi?  year  iM'tiin*:  — 

This  girl  beeanie  a  Christian  soon  after  entering  the  school; 
and  when  she  returned  to  her  home  last  summer  for  her  vacation, 
slie  told  her  motlier  and  sister  that  she  hiid  found  something  new, 
and.  moreover,  insisted  upon  their  ii'ading  the  Bible  with  her 
every  day.  The  result  was  that  they  both  became  Christians  and 
entered  tlie  eliurch. 

This  was  most  joyftd  news  to  me,  and  has  made  me  feel  that 
if  school-work,  or  any  other,  be  done  in  the  name  of  Christ  and 
for  his  sake,  it  will  not  be  in  vain. 


♦♦♦- 


riT 
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Writing  of  tho.  recent  visit  made  in  Broussa  by  Dr.  Judson  Smith,  of  the 
A.  K.  ('.  P.  M.,  and  Miss  Abbie  K.  Child,  of  the  AVonian's  Board,  Miss  Cull 
says:  — 

That  visit,  short  as  it  was,  did  us  more  good  than  I  can  tell 
you.  Those  whose  hearts  are  witli  us  make  such  good  use  of  their 
eyes  and  ears  that  tliey  know  more  after  twenty-four  hours  spent 
with  us  than  a  merely  friendly,  well-wishing  person  would  learn 
in  days  and  w(;eks. 

Thev  were  interested  in  everything,  and  their  words  were  full 
of  good  cheer.  Dr.  Smith  talked  to  the  girls  in  the  morning,  and 
Miss  Child  in  the  evening.  The  girls  had  said  beforehand,  "We 
want  them  to  talk  to  us.*'  And  greatly  pleased  tliey  were.  As 
I  went  into  tlie  kitchen,  where  five  or  six  were  preparing  the  beans 
for  dinner,  they  asked  mo  to  exphiin  more  fully  .the  meaning  of 
some  words;  tiiey  were  talking  the  subjects  over  among  them** 
selves.  .  .  .  There  are  many  villages  in  this  field  in  which  the 
people  have  had  absolutely  no  bread  to  eat  during  4;he  past  winter, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  families  in  each  village.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford made  a  tour  in  April,  distributing  aid  sent.  He  found  tiie  peo- 
ple eating  thistles  and  roots.  He  said  when  he  opened  their  doors 
and  walked  in  tliey  seemed  like  wild,  frightened  creatures,  ready 
to  run  away  and  hide.  He  went  to  some  houses  in  which  women 
and  children  had  died  of  starvation.  He  saw  women  who  had 
taken  to  their  beds,  so  weak  from  hunger  that  they  could  no  lon- 
ger walk,  and  for  some  of  these  the  little  aid  he  could  carry  came 
too  late;  they  must  die. 

We  hear  of  extreme  poverty  everywhere.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell 
these  people  that  if  they  would  have  their  childen  taught  they 
must  pay  for  their  support  in  the  school.  They  cannot  do  it,  and 
our  school  has  but  few  village  girls.  Tho  pupils  are  mostly  from 
Broussa  and  from  the  Greek  village  of  Demerdesh,  five  miles 
away. 


Vol.  XVIII.       SEPTEMBER,  1888. 


TOURING  IN  THE   HARPOOT   FIELD. 

lu  account  of  an  extended  tour  made  by  hereclf 
liroiiKli  the  Hiirpoot  field,  s.iys:  — 

In  attemptiDj;  to  represent  such  work  as  ours,  figures,  no  less 
than  facts,  seem  to  us  wlio  love  it,  utterly  madei]Liatu  to  create  in 
tlie  heater  all  the  interest  we  wish.  To  say  we  have  traveled  over 
eight  liun<lred  miles,  through  storms  and  exposuies  of  every  Itiud ; 
have  visited,  at  least,  ten  hundred  and  fifty  houses  in  thirty  to 
forty  out-statious;  that  in  most  of  them  calls  have  become  meet- 
ings of  from  ten  to  thirty  women,  lasting  an  hour  or  more;  that 
wo  have  heen  able  to  conduct  scores  of  services  anions  women, 
some,  by  actual  count,  with  an  audience  of  three  hundred, —  all 
these  statements  pooi'ly  represent  what  moat  of  u 
uplifting  joy  and  blessedness  of  this  work. 

The  most  important  events  of  the  Geghi  tour  we 
ing  of  four  and  a  half  haul's  with  the  people,  dui 
was  a  happy  settlement  of  financial  difficulties  between  them  and 
the  ex-pastor,  and  a  call  for  a  new  preacher  with  proper  subecri})- 
tioQB  for  his  support;  and  second,  a  temperance  talk  witli  the 
church-members  of  Palu,  in  which  we  urged  upon  thewv  ttvft  dtttei 


s  know  of  the 
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of  total  abHtiiience)  ami  obtained  a  pledge  tbat,  as  a  church,  they 
would  sock  tx)  have  all  members  j;ive  up  the  use  of  Btimulants. 
Siuoo  this  tour  k'tters  from  Geglii  tissuro  us  of  the  payment  of  all 
debts  to  tbe  cx-jtastor,  but  we  liavo  been  unable  to  find  a  preacher 
for  tliom.  A  recent  visit  of  Mr.  Barton  to  Palu  revealed  the  fact 
that  they  have  never  dropped  the  subject  of  temperance  since  that 
evening.  One  of  the  most  careless  on  the  subject  has  not  filled  his 
casks  of  wino  this  year;  and  four  persons  were  received  into  the 
church  who,  owin^  to  Mr.  Uartou's  added  e£forts,  promised  to 
abstain  wliolly  from  wine  or  other  like  dnnks.  This  subject  of 
temperance  is  one  which  we  have  been  obliged  constantly  to  keep 
before  the  churches  this  winter,  in  sermons,  house  to  house  visi- 
tations, and  evening  conversations. 

Our  stay  at  Arabkir  during  the  Week  of  Prayer  gave  us  peculiar 
advantages  for  reaching  both  men  and  women;  and  the  heartiness 
with  which  one  of  our  old  pupils  accepted  the  work  of  Bible- 
woman  there  gave  hope  that  my  labors  had  not  been  in  vain. 

Special  religions  interest  in  Hulakegh  and  Hooell  were  the 
marked  features  of  the  tours  made  there.  The  daily  preaching 
services  and  womens'  meetings  were  crowded,  and  the  noon-day 
meetings  at  stables  of  deep  interest.  Inquirers  came  to  us  at  all 
hours,  the  sunrise  prayer-meetings  were  tender  and  solemn,  and  we 
hope  that  ''  souls  were  added  to  the  church  of  such  as  shall  be 
saved.'' 

I  had  unlooked-for  success  in  setting  fourteen  female  church- 
members  at  work  in  the  village  of  Hooeli.  After  more  than  a 
week  of  list-cning  to  stirring  appeals  from  the  pulpit,  receiving  my 
home  visits,  and  hearing  meeting  talks,  I  called  them  together  and 
said,  "Now  I  wish  you  to  divide  up  the  village  into  seven  parts, 
and  go  about  two  and  two  and  read,  and  talk,  and  pray  as  I  have 
done."  *'  We  can't;"  "  They  would  not  listen  to  us;"  "  We  need 
to  get  right  ourselves  first;"  "  Our  words  will  have  no  influence," 
was  the  chorus  of  excuses  which  greeted  my  ears,  mingled  with 
incredulous  laughter  from  one  or  two  Thomas-like,  faithless  ones. 

But  I  convinced  them  that  they  could  and  ought  to  do  just  this 
work.  I  left  them  to  their  fate,  and  for  two  days  they  faithfully 
pursued  the  path  laid  out,  reaching  some  hundred  and  fifty  houses. 
When  they  gave  me  their  report,  every  face  glowed  with  a  new  joy. 
**Why,  everybody  received  us  gladly;"  **And  did  us  honor;" 
"And  listened  to  our  words,"  they  exclaimed.  They  had  a  touch 
<rf  persecution  from  a  Catholic  teacher,  who  cursed  them  for  com- 
ing to  his  house;  but  that  did  them  good,  as  well. 

But  I  must  speak  of  our  workers  in  the  field  who  travei-se  the 
muddy  streets  of  these  cities  and  villages  in  snow  and  rain,  cold 
and  beat,  up-hiH  and  down,  always  glad  in  the  Master's  servioe. 
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The  largest  number  of  Bible-women  since  last  annual  meeting 
has  been  twenty,  and  the  largest  number  of  pupils  over  five  hun- 
dred and  forty.  Olc  of  the  most  successful  of  these  women  is 
Anna,  who  has  averaged  some  forty-four  pupils.  She  walks  im- 
mense distances  each  day,  and  is  cordially  greeted  everywhere, 
even  by  Gregorians  and  Turks.  Poor  woman !  she  has  walked  so 
much  that  she  was  quite  disabled  by  severe  pain  in  the  muscles  of 
her  ankles.  She  ought  to  have  been  in  bed,  but  went  out  with 
me  two  days ;  and  though  she  was  obliged  to  stop  several  times 
until  a  spasm  of  pain  had  passed,  yet  when  I  said  pityingly,  "  Oh  I 
you  ought  not  to  be  walking,"  she  always  looked  up  with  the 
brightest  smile,  and  said,  "  This  will  soon  pass  if  I  stand  still." 
Her  husband  was  once  a  drunkard,  but  through  her  influence 
has  become  a  true  Christian;  and  I  saw  many  of  her  pupils  who,  I 
believe,  have  been  led  to  the  truth  through  her  efforts.  In  a 
quarter  of  the  city  where  most  of  her  pupils  reside  I  held  three 
meetings,  and  some  forty  women  and  girls  were  present  where 
three  years  ago  I  could  not  have  found  one  auditor. 

One  of  our  Bible-women  bore  persecution  eighteen  years  from 
her  Gregorian  husband,  who  had  permitted  her  to  read  simply  as 
a  pleasure.  Through  the  Word  she  became  a  Protestant,  and  for 
Christ's  sake  bore  her  husband's  cursings  and  beatings,  and  was 
even  turned  out  of  his  house.  His  death  put  an  end  to  her 
troubles;  she  married  a  devoted  Christian,  and  is  now  the  most  in- 
fluential woman  in  her  church. 

Standing  before  the  door  of  a  wealthy  man's  house  in  Diarbe- 
kir,  one  of  our  Bible-women  said  to  me:  **  How  could  I  have  dared 
to  enter  such  a  house  as  this  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  Bible-work? 
And  yet  I  have  sat  here  two  hours  at  a  time  talking  with  the  man 
of  the  house  about  the  Word."  Perhaps  it  is  the  holy  influence 
of  such  women  as  these  which  has  been  one  reason  for  our  having 
more  female  church-members  in  our  field  than  male. 

Women's  societies  for  doing  good  exist  in  many  places,  an3  are 
accomplishing  a  quiet  work.  It  is  theirs  to  make  the  pulpit-seat 
comfortable  with  a  cushion,  to  buy  carpets  for  the  church,  help 
support  the  girls'  school,  buy  a  communion  service,  whitewash 
the  chapel,  etc. 

Sara  of  Chermook,  old,  and  with  failing  eyesight,  sat  near  me 
at  the  close  of  our  women's  meeting. 

"Sara,  are  all  these  women  members  of  your  women's  society?" 

"  Yes ;  all  have  subscribed.  I  am  written  down  for  seven  pias- 
ters a  year,  though  sometimes  I  do  not  know  where  it  is  to  come 
from.  The  Lord  knows  that  twice  I  have  been  hungry  to  bed  to 
save  money  for  this  purpose." 
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111  one  city  whore  wc  had  Libored  for  some  time,  the  bishop 
aii:it]icinntizc(1  Mr.  Hrowuc  .iiul  myself  in  the  churches,  and  com- 
niandiMl  his  pcoph*  not  to  come  to  the  preaching;  seryices,or  to  re- 
roivo  mo  into  tlioir  housoH.  Some  rude  chihlren  did  call  after  me, 
*' FalHo  Prophi't  I  Falsi'  Prophet!  Leper!  Leper!'*  and  one  even 
threw  n  stone  and  hit  me  in  my  side;  but  t]ie  very  women  who  had 
hoard  the  anathi'mas  received  nie  most  cordially,  and  gathered 
hu'^e  companies  in  dooryards  to  listen  to  the  gospel,  and  more 
(iiv^orians  than  Protestants  attended  the  preaching  services,  and 
the  very  day  of  the  anathemas  Mr.  Browne  preached  in  a  vine- 
yard to  a  large  audience  which  could  find  no  room  in  the  house. 
Onv  thing  is  certain:  the  whole  (iregorian  church  is  permeated  by 
tho  Truth,  and  some  day  there  will  be  a  mighty  convulsion  there- 
in. A  gray-bearded  Gregorian  from  a  wretched  village  said  to  me, 
"  We  have  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  saints  and  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  we  accei)t  every  one  of  them."  13ut  being  crowded  by  the 
truth  finally  said,  "  Before  you  came  we  believed  in  all  these,  but 
now  we  only  accept  Gregory  and  the  Virgin  Mary." 

Contrast  his  supposed  enlightenment  (?)  with  the  dying  words 
of  a  good  Protestant  brother. 

"Do  you  love  the  world  wow?"  was  asked  him. 

"Yes;  but  I  love  heaven  a  thousand,  a  thousand,  ^  thousand 
times  more!" 

He  died  repeating  these  w*ord8  from  Lyte's  glorious  hymn, 
"  Oh,  a — bi — de  wi — th  me,"  lengthening  out  the  words  with  fee- 
ble breath." 

At  Perchenj.  while  calling,  an  old  woman  came  in  who  listened 
most  attentively.  As  I  was  about  to  leave,  she  begged  mo  to  come 
to  her  house  to  see  her  sick  daughter,  who,  she  said,  had  heard. 
that  I  was  in  the  neighborhood,  and  wished  me  to  come  there.  It 
was  just  in  the  ni;xt  street, — a  neat,  but  bare  and  comfortless  vil- 
lage home. 

In  one  corner,  just  where  a  beam  of  sunlight  stole  in,  on  some 
boards  supported  by  four  blocks  of  wood,  lay  something  human, 
I  could  not  at  first  make  out  what.  Its  length  was  only  about 
three  and  a  half  feet,  but  there  was  a  large  head,  intelligent  face, 
and  decently-formed,  though  somewhat  stiffened,  hands  and  arms. 
Tliis  was  a  girl  named  ^lartha,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  for  fif- 
teen years  a  sufferer,  and  for  eight  years  confined  to  her  bed,  un- 
able to  move.  At  first  she  constantly  had  dreadful  pains  in  her 
head  and  whole  body,  but  it  now  attacks  her  only  in  the  summer- 
time. She  is  comfortable  in  the  winter.  During  those  spasms  of 
pain  her  one  cry  is  to  God  for  patience.  Her  father  is  a  Grego- 
rian, but  knows  how  to  read,  and  has  taught  this  dear  daughter 
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the  first  and  sixth  chapters  of  Job,  also  a  Psalm,  and  a  chapter  of 
Malachi, —  portions  which  she  fancied. 

When  I  read  to  her  the  seventh  chapter  of  Revelation,  she  ex- 
claimed, "Oh!  that  is  beautiful;  it  is  for  me!  Mark  it  for  me  to 
learn." 

She  repeated  for  me  the  first  of  Job  vj^ith  the  emphasis  and 
feeling  of  a  practiced  reader,  though  she  does  not  even  know  her 
letters.  She  is  only  one  of  God's  jewels,  so  many  of  which  shine 
with  heavenly  lustre  in  obscure  corners  of  our  wide  field.  They 
will  shine  one  day,  how  dazzlingly  bright,  in  our  Saviour's  crown. 

A  recent  private  letter  from  Harpoot,  in  speaking  of  Misses  Bush  and 
Seymour,  says  :— 

We  have  had  to  hold  them  back  all  winter.  They  have  done 
grand  service  in  schools,  women's  societies,  house  to  house  and 
hand  to  hand  work,  and  not  less  in  evangelistic  meetings  with 
women,  with  audiences  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred, 
and  in  the  superintendence  of  Bible-women.  I  would  like  to 
write  the  report  of  their  work.  Their  own  report  utterly  fails  to 
represent  its  compass  and  value.  If  they  should  be  compelled  to 
give  up,  what  would  become  of  the  work  out  in  the  field? 

Since  my  return,  in  reviewing  this  "Woman's  Work  for  Wo- 
man," I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  of  its  fundamental,  inesti- 
mable value  to  our  whole  evangelistic  and  educational  work." 

Since  the  above  was  written  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Har- 
poot Station,  written  by  Mr.  Barton,  has  come  to  hand.  The  Re- 
port, in  speaking  of  the  work  for  women,  says:  "The  self-sacri- 
ficing labors  performed  by  Miss  Seymour  and  Miss  Bush  for  the 
women  of  these  fifty-five  out-stations,  cannot  receive  too  much 
commendation.  They  aim  at  nothing  less  than  the  regeneration 
of  these  needy  homes  through  the  mothers  of  the  homes.  The 
Bible-readers  under  their  care  are  giving  instruction  to  more  than 
five  hundred  adult  pupils.     Who  can  estimate  the  fruit  of  such  a 

work  in  the  years  to  come?" 

«♦» 


INDIA. 

AHMEDNAGAR  DISTRICT:  LABORS  OF  THE  BIBLE- 
WOMEN. 

BY   MRS.    M.    E.    BISSELL. 

We  can  never  put  upon  paper  what  these  Bible-women  say  of 
their  work.  It  is  the  recital  that  interests.  One  arises  and  speaks 
of  being  encouraged  by  what  seemed  a  new  do#r  opened,  and  then 
of  the  way  it  was  closed  up,  and  of  her  disappointment.  Then 
she  tells  about  the  women  of  a  little  hamlet  of  farmers;  how  they 
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le:ivi>  their  work  at  once  and  come  and  sit  down  to  hear  the  stoiy, 
thou};li  it  JH  tho  early  mornlnp^  hour,  and  farmers'  wives  are  ex- 
pccttul  to  bo  in  tlic  field  botiinoR.  One  woman  drops  her  water- 
vessel  and  approaches;  another  carefully  takes  the  basket  from 
her  head  and  places  it  upon  the  f;round,  while  she  sits  down  a  few 
minutes.  It  contains  her  sleeping  baby,  which  must  accompany 
tho  mother  to  her  work,  but  she  wants  to  listen  awhile,  because 
the  13ible-W()nien  do  not  come  often.  And  so  they  gather  around, 
young  and  old;  men  lingering  with  implements  in  t*heir  hands; 
and  even  the  daughter-in-law  is  not  i*eproved  if  she  leaves  her 
work  of  clearing  up  tho  droppings  of  the  stable,  or  her  preparation 
of  cakes  that  are  to  bo  dried  for  fuel,  and  comes  to  hear  the  words 
and  the  singing. 

'^  Come  again  soon,*'  they  urge,  as  the  Bible-women  rise  to  take 
leave.  '^  It  has  been  months  since  you  were  here.  How  can  we 
remember  what  you  teach  us?"  But  one  says:  "I  love  to  hear 
about  it,  and  my  licart  feels  quieted  and  comforted  while  listening, 
and  I  have  given  up  my  idol  worship;  but  then,  we  can  never  be- 
c<mie  Christians,  and  leave  our  friends  and  caste." 

And  so  the  Bible- women  come  away  sad.  They  know  those 
women  <ire  thinking  of  Christ,  and  down  deep  in  their  hearts  feel 
that  he  is  the  real  Saviour.  But  will  they  come  to  him  indeed, 
and  bear  the  reproach?    This  they  ponder  and  pray  over.    .    .    , 

The  Bible-women  are  going  to  make  a  trial  of  teaching  the 
Golden  Texts.  The  women  here  are  very  averse  to  being  taught. 
It  savors  of  learning,  which  is  not  a  popular  idea.  We  hope  the 
"Women  of  the  Bible,"  which  is  just  out,  will  be  a  help  to  them 
ill  their  work.  The  women  love  to  listen  to  simple  stories,  and 
remember  them  when  they  would  forget  the  best  of  instruction 
without  the  story.  .  .  .  The  spirit  manifested  by  the  Bible-women 
and  others  who  told  of  what  they  were  trying  to  do,  was  excellent. 
It  was  more  encouraging  than  anything  they  said.  They  seem  to 
feel  more  and  more  that  they  are  doing  the  Lord's  work,  and  not 
merely  what  the  missionaries  have  appointed  them  to  do. 


CHINA. 

ITEMS  FROM  FOOCHOW. 

Of  the  Woinen*#  School  and  work  among  the  women,  Miss  Hannah  C 

"Woodhull  writes  :— 

Early  in  March  the  Women^s  School  was  moved  into  the  new 
building.  It  is  a  large  native  house,  repaired,  and  then  scraped, 
scoured,  and  washed,  until  it  is  so  clean  that,  once  inside  the  yard, 
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you  almost  forget  you  are  in  China.  It  is  such  a  luxury  to  have 
plenty  of  room.  When  I  came  home  this  noon  I  told  my  sister  I 
hoped  she  would  enjoy  her  new  hospital  as  much  as  I  did  my  new 
quarters. 

Thanks  to  Mr.  HartwelPs  careful  planning  and  persistent  daily 
"watching  of  the  workmen,  every  corner  has  been  utilized  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  the  building  is  convenient  in  every  way. 
Besides  the  dining-room  and  teachers'  bedroom,  we  have  five 
rooms  each  having  two  beds.  Whether  we  can  put  two  women  in 
one  bed,  depends  on  the  number  of  children  we  are  obliged  to  take. 
The  large,  open  parlor,  with  a  yard  in  front  running  across  the 
whole  building,  makes  a  very  pleasant  schoolroom,  and  insures 
good  air.  The  small  room  back  of  this  provides  for  a  second 
class, — an  arrangement  which  will  be  quite  indispensable  as  the 
school  goes  on. 

We  have  nine  women  in  the  school  now,  and  have  promised  to 
take  two  more.  I  find  them  very  teachable  so  far  as  being  willing 
to  "butt  against"  anything  I  ask  them  to  undertake,  but  the 
result  is  often  very  discouraging,  at  least  to  me. 

The  women's  work  is  opening  up  wonderfully  here  in  the  city. 
Since  the  school  began  our  numbers  in  the  women's  part  on  Sun- 
day and  at  the  weekly  woman's  prayer-meeting  average  as  high  as 
forty.  In  December  we  started  a  fifteen  minutes'  prayer-meeting 
for  our  Christian  women,  immediately  after  the  morning  service. 
It  is  understood  that  all  are  free  to  go  or  stay;  but  all  stay,  and  we 
have- from  five  to  six  earnest  prayers.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Baldwin  and  I  go 
every  Thursday  afternoon  to  one  house,  where  we  have  a  regular 
class  of  four  women,  and  often  more.  These  women  listen  very 
attentively,  and  we  are  often  surprised  to  see  how  much  they 
remember  of  what  Mrs.  Baldwin  read  to  them  the  week  before. 
If  we  had  more  workers,  I  believe  many  such  classes  might  be 
established  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

Miss  Elsie  M.  Garretson,  writing  of  a  recent  tour  with  Miss  Newton  amon^ 
some  villages  in  the  lug  Hok  district,  says:— 

One  of  the  girls  from  our  school  has  a  day  school  in  one  of 

these  villages,  and  we  were  pleased  to  see  what  an  influence  she 

is  exerting  over  the  parents  of  her  pupils.    She  is  about  the  only 

person  in  the  village  who  has  sufficient  intelligence  to  read  and 

explain  the  Bible,  and  consequently  it  sometimes  devolves  upon 

her  to  conduct  the  Sabbath  service  when  the  native  preacher  in 

charge  must  needs  be  in  another  village, —  as  it  so  happened  when 

we  were  there.     She  presided  with  womanly  grace  and  dignity,  and 

she  has  the  respect  and  t^teem  of  the  whole  village.     Even  the  old 

men  invite  her  to  teach  them  to  read,  and  one  of  them,  who  is 
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(leKignatcd  ns  "Cliurch  Uncle,"  has  rendered  her  valuable  assist- 
anct*  in  bringing  in  new  pupils  for  her  day  school.  Her  Christian 
school  now  outnumbers  in  attendance  the  heathen  school  kept  in 
tlie  same  village. 

Another  girl  of  ours,  the  daughter  of  the  pastor  at  Ing  Hok 
City,  has  a  day  school  in  lier  father's  house,  which,  at  the  time  we 
visited  it,  numbered  twenty-seven  pupils. 

We  are  sometimes  tempted  to  grow  discouraged  in  our  board- 
ing-school work,  because  we  do  not  see  more  abundant  fruitage; 
but  a  visit  in  the  country,  especially  where  we  have  Christian 
women  living  who  have  been  pupils,  always  cheers  us,  and 
makes  us  feel  that  we  have  much  to  thank  God  for  in  the  results 
of  our  work  even  now,  and  much  more  to  thank  him  for  in  the 
glorious  promise  of  the  future,  if  only  we  are  faithful  to  him. 

We  have  re;is«n  to  feel  encouraged  in  our  work  for  women 
around  and  about  Ponasang.  One  old  lady,  who  lives  near  us,  has 
held  on  to  her  faith  for  a  year  in  spite  of  the  opposition  she  meets 
with  in  the  family  of  her  son,  upon  whom  she  is  dependent  for  her 
home.  One  grandson  is  especially  bitter,  and  has  several  times 
treated  the  Biblo-women  rudely  when  they  have  gone  to  visit  the 
grandmotliir.  Once  he  told  them  she  was  not  at  home,  and  dis- 
missed them  from  the  court,  when  they  had  reason  to  feel  ho  was 
deceiving  them.  This  dear  old  woman,  who  is  almost  seventy 
years  old,  was  determined  to  come  to  our  women's  meetings  last 
autumn.  One  chair  that  she  called  was  dismissed  by  the  family, 
and  the  next  chair  they  persuaded  the  bearers  to  carry  her  to  some 
other  place  than  here.  But  finally  she  succeeded  in  getting  hei*e, 
and  was  very  much  interested.  She  stayed  all  night  with  us,  and  it 
was  her  purpose  to  unite  with  the  church  and  receive  Christian 
baptism;  but  her  family  came  for  her,  and  under  pretence  of  sick- 
ness in  her  daughter's  family  they  carried  her  away.  For  a  long 
time  we  neither  saw^  nor  heard  anything  of  her,  but  our  Bible- 
women  have  since  then  gained  access  to  the  house  two  or  three 
times.  The  old  lady  is  still  trusting  in  her  Saviour,  though  she 
cannot  confess  hi  in  before  men.  When  her  family  found  she  would 
persist  in  reading  Christian  books,  they  searched  her  room  in  order 
to  get  them  from  her;  but  she  bound  her  Bible  to  her  body  beneath 
her  clothing.  ''This  book,"  she  told  the  Bible-woman,  "they 
shall  never  take  from  me." 

She  continues  to  read  the  Bible  and  to  pray  in  her  own  room. 
She  knows  when  Sunday  comes,  she  says,  because  she  hears  the 
church  bell  ring,  and  she  keeps  it  holy  as  best  she  knows  how  in 
her  own  room.  I  am  sure  there  are  many  women  about  here  who 
would  openly  i)rofess  their  interest,  at  least,  in  the  gospel,  save  for 
the  persecution  they  meet  in  their,  homes. 
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JAPAN. 

WOMEN'S    MEETINGS    IN  KIUSHU. 

Miss  Julia  Gulick,  of  Kumamoto,  gives  the  following  interesting  particu- 
lars of  meetings  held  for  women  during  a  tour  in  the  southern  part  of  the  isl- 
and of  Kiushu.  She  was  in  company  with  her  brotlier,  whose  account  of  the 
journey,  with  a  map  of  the  region,  is  given  in  the  Missionary  Herald  for  Au- 
gust. 

One  remarkable  feature  of  the  work  in  Hiuga  is,  that  thoii<?h 
there  has  never  been  any  woman,  either  foreign  or  native,  to  do 
special  Christian  work  among  them,  there  are  as  many  women  in 
the  church  as  men;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  of  the 
men  who  have  worked  there  have  been  young  and  unmarried.  It 
is  very  difficult  for  such  persons  to  do  much  for  the  women,  even 
when  they  have  the  heart  to,  and  the  skill  to  speak  simply,  so  that 
ordinary  women  can  understand  them ;  a  skill  that  few  of  the  edu- 
cated boys  have.  They  generally  have  to  learn  it  as  they  gain  in 
experience. 

It  seems  as  if  the  hearts  of  the  women  must  be  especially  open 
and  accessible.  This  was  indicated  by  the  large  numbers  who 
came  to  our  public  women's  meetings.  There  were  three  or  four 
hundred  present  on  three  different  evenings,  filling  the  room  to  its 
utmost  capacity,  including  all  the  standing-room.  Nearly  a  hun- 
dred of  the  women  stood  quietly  for  an  hour  and  a  half  listening 
to  singing  and  Christian  instruction.  It  was  entirely  a  new  expe- 
rience for  me  to  address  such  audiences  of  women.  In  my  former 
touring  the  gatherings  of  women  have  been  small ;  not  more  than 
twenty  or  thirty  at  the  most. 

The  evening  before  our  first  public  woman's  meeting  it  was 
duly  announced  at  the  preaching  service  that  the  meeting  was  only 
for  women,  and  the  men  were  requested  to  stay  away.  But  some 
came,  and  were  much  astonished  at  being  refused  admittance  by 
the  man  who  kept  the  door.  They  thought  it  new  times  indeed  in 
Japan  that  women  should  be  allowed  privileges  which  were  denied 
to  men. 

At  Miyanojo,  in  the  Province  of  Satsuma,  which  has  never  be- 
fore been  visited  by  a  missionary,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  only 
three  or  four  times  by  a  traveling  evangelist  or  colporteur,  and 
where  there  is  not  a  single  Christian,  we  found  several  young  men 
who  owned  Testaments,  were  ready  for  instruction,  and  willing  to 
identify  themselves  with  us  and  with  Christianity  by  providing  a 
place  for  meetings,  and  giving  notice  of  them.  At  the  suggestion 
of  some  of  them  who  were  teachers,  I  had  two  gatherings  of 
young  people  to  learn  to  sing.  About  seventy  of  them  leaiiied  to 
sing  "  Jesus  loves  me''  and  another  hymn  fairly  well. 
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By  the  aid  of  tlie  young  ineu,  fifty  or  more  women  were  gath- 
ered to  :in  iifteruooii  meeting  especially  for  them,  which  waa  also 
attended  by  a  few  elderly  men.  All  gave  respectful  attentioo 
through  the  whole  service,  and  accepted  thankfully  the  tracts  we 
gave  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  A  number  .also  lingered,to  make 
further  acquaintance  with  us  after  tlie  meeting. 

Among  them  was  an  old  woman  who  said  she  was  too  old  to 
tell  her  age,  when  we  asked  her  that  question,  which  is  so  custom- 
ary in  this  country.  This  old  woman,  who  was  one  of  the  first  at 
that  meeting,  was  ono  of  the  last  to  leave,  and  seemed  to  tliink  tkat 
there  was  something  really  worth  learning  in  what  we  had  to  tell. 

1  fear  she  did  not  get  much  further  than  that,  though  my  woman 
and  1  both  tried  our  best  to  give  to  her  individually,  as  well  as  to 
the  whole  company  together,  the  essential  truths  of  the  one  €k>d, 
the  sinfulness  of  men,  and  Jesus  as  a  Saviour,  as  simply  as  possi- 
ble. I  hopo  she  may  have  received  some  glimmenng  idea  of  them, 
for  she  seemed  bright  and  interested.  She  attended  both  of  the 
preaching  services,  and  asked  if  we  could  not  stay  a  day  or  two 
longer.  It  was  one  of  the  hardest  things  I  ever  had  to  do  to  say 
that  it  was  impossible,  because  there  was  no  one  to  whom  I  could 
tell  her  to  go  and  learn  the  way  of  life.  There  was  not  a  single 
Christian  in  the  place,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  within  half  a  day's 
journey  from  there. 

This  old  woman  and  her  silent  younger  companion  were  out  in 
the  mud  the  morning  we  left,  waiting  for  us  sit  the  street  corner  to 
see  us  otY,  and  they  followed  us  down  the  long  flight  of  stone  steps 
to  the  river  brink,  to  see  us  into  the  boat  that  was  to  bear  us  away. 

I  had  the  text  "God  so  loved  the  world,"  etc.,  written  on  a 
card  for  her,  andwe  commended  her  to  the  care  of  the  young  men, 
who  have  promised  to  read  the  Bible  together  on  the  Sabbath.  It 
was  all  wo  could  do  for  her,  but  my  heart  ached  for  the  poor  old 
woman  who  had  only  a  glimmer  of  light  and  wanted  more,  but 
who  may  not  get  any  more  before  the  summons  comes  to  call  her 
from  this  world.  May  the  Lord  lead  her  in  his  own  way  into  the 
clearer  light. 

«4-» 

When  Garibaldi  had  been  defeated  at  Rome,  he  issued  his  im- 
mortal appeal:  "Soldiers,  I  have  nothing  to  offer  you  but  cold, 
and  hunger,  and  rags,  and  hardships.  Let  him  who  loves  his 
country  follow  me! ''  And  thousands  of  the  youth  of  Italy  sprang 
to  their  feet  at  that  high  appeal.  And  will  you,  the  trustees  of 
posterity,  will  you  turn  your  backs  to  the  appeal  of  your  Saviour 
Christ  ?  I  know  that  you  will  not.  You  cannot  all  be  mission- 
aries, but  some  of  you  may  be  called  to  that  high  work,  and  all  of 
you  may  help  it  forward.— Archdeacon  FatraT. 
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SOUTH   AFRICA. 
LETTER  FROM   MISS  SUSIE  E.  TYLER,  UMSUNDUZI. 

Would  you  like  to  hear  a  little  about  our  schools  at  Umsun- 
duzi?  You  may  not  know  the  distinction  there  is  between  what 
we  call  a  station  school  and  a  kraal  school.  The  former  is  located 
close  by  the  missionary's  residence,  and  is  usually  a  brick  build- 
ing, sometimes  containing  one  or  two  recitation-rooms.  The  roof 
is  either  of  thatch  (a  long  kind  of  grass)  or  of  galvanized  iron. 
The  walls  are  of  brick,  and  the  floor  is  boarded  or  cemented. 
There  are  windows  and  doors,  of  course,  and  seats  and  desks;  all 
very  plain,  but  usually  answering  the  purpose  nicely.  At  this 
school  the  children  of  the  civilized  Zulu  people  who  live  on  the 
mission  land  attend  daily.  The  teacher  must  himself  be  educated 
enough  to  teach  the  scholars  to  speak,  read,  translate,  and  write 
the  English  language,  as  well  as  to  give  them  a  thorough  drill  in 
Zulu.  These  children  all  come  dressed,  and  are,  in  some  measure, 
far  above  the  outside  kraal  children  in  many  respects.  Civiliza- 
tion has  done  much  for  them.  Their  parents  live  in  little  cottages 
a  few  miles  or  rods  away  from  the  missionary.  They  have  some 
furniture,  such  as  bedsteads,  tables,  and  chairs;  they  have  their 
vegetable  gardens,  their  cattle-fold,  their  chicken  or  duck  houses, 
etc.  These  station  people  all  wear  European  clothing,  usually 
prints  or  calicoes.  Of  course  some  are  not  so  well  off  as  to  keep 
up  much  of  an  establishment,  whereas  others  are  pretty  comforta- 
ble. They  support  themselves  by  the  produce  of  their  gardens,  by 
their  cows,  or  by  going  out  to  service  for  the  white  people  in  the 
towns  or  on  English  farms.  Some  carry  on  the  sugar  plantations 
under  an  Englishman;  some  work  for  Government,  being  native 
post-carriers,  wagon -drivers,  or  policemen.  The  women  work  very 
hard.  There  is  but  little  market  for  their  corn,  and  they  find  it 
difficult  to  keep  themselves  and  their  children  clad.  Sometimes 
the  drought  will  spoil  their  crops,  or  the  cows  will  die,  so  that 
they  miss  the  milk  which  forms  their  principal  food.  They  make 
their  favorite  dish  out  of  sour  milk,  called  amasi.  To  this  tliey 
add  ground  corn,  making  a  sort  of  mush.  The  com  is  first  boiled, 
and  then  ground  on  a  large  stone. 

But  now  I  want  to  tell  you  about  the  kraal  people  and  kraal 
schools.  First  of  all,  I  suppose  you  know  what  the  word  means  ? 
If  some  of  you  are  not  sure  about  it,  I  will  say  a  kraal  looks  very 
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likcacolloction  of  straw  bee-hives,  tlie  entrances  to  which  are  very 
low,  HO  t1i.it  you  liitvo  to  be  of  an  humble  frame  of  mind  before  yoa 
can  };ct  in.  When  you  lirst  enter  one  all  looks  very  dark,  and 
there  18  8uch  a  Hmoky  odor  everywhere!  When  you  get  your  eyes 
arcustonied  to  the  dimness  you  can  see  everything  within  very 
nicely.  There  is  the  central  lireplace,  and  around  it  are  the  queer- 
lo(»kin^  Htools  which  serve  as  pillows  by  night.  The  people  rest 
their  neekK  upon  these.  I  often  think  it  must  be  uncomfortable 
for  the  heads  to  han;;  over  all  night  long,  but  they  sometimes  tell 
us  that  many  of  our  customs  appear  just  as  strange  to  them!  One 
always  sees  the  native  straw  mats  rolled  up  and  standing  in  one 
corner  of  the  hut  or  suspended  near  the  ceiling,  so  as  to  be  out  of 
the  way.  Thi'u  there  are  all  sorts  of  huge  earthen  pots  for  beer, 
or  water,  or  corn.  The  sour  milk  is  maile  and  kept  in  gourds,  an4 
you  will  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  that  it  is  very  delicious  on  a 
warm  summer  day.  It  quenches  thirst  far  better  than  the  warm 
river  water,  besides  being  most  healthy  and  fattening  as  food.  Yoa 
see  a  few  boxes  in  the  corner  of  the  hut,  sometimes;  and  such  an 
array  of  ilno  walking-sticks,  beautifully  polished,  as  well  as  hand- 
some hide  shields,  and  long-handled  spears  stuck  up  into  the  grass 
roof!  These  huts  are  made  of  bent  poles,  something  like  birch 
boughs;  then  the  whole  is  covered  and  firmly  fastened  all  over  by 
thatch,  or  long,  dry  grass.  No  rain  can  get  in,  and  they  last  many 
years,  never  blowing  over  if  properly  and  securely  built  in  the  first 
place.  The  floor,  generally  made  of  a  sort  of  clay,  has  been  hard- 
ened by  tlie  women,  and  shines  nicely. 

It  is  in  one  of  these  huts  that  my  little  school  is  carried  on.    It  is 
a  very  lowly  place,  and  yet  I  sometimes  think  there  are  great  things 
going  on  there  within  the  dark  hearts  of  the  scholars;  those  little 
boys  and  girls  are  learning  something  all  so  new,  and  fresh,  and 
wonderful !    And  there  they  first  begin  to  pray.     It  is  at  first  only 
a  repetition  of  words, —  they  cannot  grasp  heavenly  matters  all  at 
once.      It  is  long  ere  they  have  the  first  faint  comprehension  of 
God  and  heaven,  I  suppose;  and  yet  are  you  not  glad  that  you  may 
have  the  joy  of  keeping  up  that  strange  little  school?    They  make 
a  great  noise  at  first, —  there  are  so  many  young  ones.     I  often 
pity  the  teacher  who  goes  on,  apparently  regardless  of  the  din  and 
confusion.     By  and  by  they  learn  how  to  keep  still,  and  then  the 
learning  gets  along  better,  and  they  do  enjoy  it  all  very  much,  es- 
pecially the  singing  and  counting.     Some  like  the  sewing  very 
much,  and  pieces  of  patchwork  are   given  out — and  that  is  how 
they  begin  to  sew ;  by  and  by  they  are  making  dresses  and  shiiiis. 
Some  of  them  are  quite  trustful  and  confiding,  and  easily  influ- 
enced, while  others  are  as  wild  as  young  animals,  and  I  sometimes 
despair  of  getting  them  tame ! 
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LETTER  FROM  MRS.  BRIDGMAN,  UMZUMBI. 

It  is  with  a  thrill  of  pleasure  that  we  learn  of  a  fulfillment  of  our  aims  in 
any  field,  but  it  is  with  great  joy  that  we  note  such  an  instance  in  the  Dark 
Continent,  as  we  hear  of  one  of  the  girls,  educated  in  our  Umzumbi  Home, 
carrying  light  into  the  regions  still  beyond.  To  those  who  have  shared  by 
prayer  and  gifts  in  the  work  at  Umzumbi,  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  Mrs.  Laura  B.  Bridgman  will  bring  special  encouragement. 

March  30,  1888. 

Matabele  Land  has  a  new  and  peculiar  interest  to  us,  since 
we  have  just  started  out  from  our  midst  two  of  our  most  earnest 
and  helpful  church-members  to  be  workers  in  that  dark  field.  All 
who  have  read  Mr.  Moffat's  Life  and  Labors  know  about  Matabele 
Land,  and  the  early  attempts  to  rear  there  the  standard  of  the 
cross.  You  will  remember  that  the  Matabele  tribe  is  a  branch  of 
the  Zulu  nation,  and  speaks  the  same  language,  and  that  our  Board 
sent  three  missionaries  to  them  in  1834,  when  the  first  three  were 
sent  to  the  Zulus  of  Natal,  but  that  they  were  unable  to  remain,  on 
account  of  war  among  the  Boers.  It  is  now  twenty-eight  years  since, 
under  the  London  Society,  the  first  missionaries  began  the  Lord's 
work  in  Matabele  Land.  For  twenty-eight  years  that  little  band, 
first  of  two  and  then  of  four,  have  toiled  on  amid  the  gross  dark- 
ness of  that  savage  and  warlike  tribe,  and  as  yet  have  seen  no 
cheering  results, —  not  one  soul  converted  to  Christ. 

When,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  native  Christians  last  August, 
a  letter  was  read  from  one  of  these  missionaries  asking  that  a 
Zulu  helper  be  sent  to  work  with  them,  and  to  be  an  illustration 
of  the  fact  that  a  native  Zulu  can  believe  and  live  the  gospel,  there 
were  eleven  volunteers;  and  out  of  the  eleven  the  choice  fell  upon 
Umcitwa  and  Yona,  of  this  little  church. 

Though  they  seemed  indispensable  to  the  work  at  this  station, 
yet  if  the  Lord  called  them  and  they  wished  to  go,  what  could  we 
say?  We  would  not  wish  nor  dare  to  keep  them  back;  but  in  the 
belief  that  a  greater  blessing  to  us  and  the  church  would  come 
from  their  going  than  from  their  staying,  we  sadly  yet  joyfully  set 
ourselves  to  the  task  of  aiding  them  in  preparations  for  their  long 
journey. 

So  they  have  left  us,  and  their  little  white-walled  cottage,  with 
its  pretty  garden,  stands  vacant  and  lonely.  We  sadly  miss  them 
there,  and  the  example  of  their  daily,  consistent  life  among  the 
people;  and  we  miss  them  more  in  all  our  meetings,  in  day  school 
and  Sunday-school,  where  they  took  active  parts,  being  leaders  in 
the  singing  and  in  all  good  works. 
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Yuiia  you  will  rcmomber  as  a  pupil  add  graduate  of  the  Um- 
zuiiihi  Homo,  to  wliidi  slic  came,  a  lieatlien  child,  in  1874.  Her 
attachmuut  to  teadicis  and  tlie  Hcliool  was  very  strong.  She  tried 
to  ^ive  the  ^irlH  :i  farewell  tiilk,  hut  her  feelings  overcame  her 
and  she  could  not  finish.  She  left  us  in  tears,  and  many  were  the 
weepin<;  friends  who  followed  tliem  hoth  with  benedictions  and 
prayers. 

They  take  with  them  a  wee  baby,  and  leave  behind  them  their 
lirst  cliiUI,  only  twenty  months  old.  This  separation  almost  broke 
the  mother's  heart,  but  she  felt  she  must  make  the  sacrifice  for 
the  good  of  the  child.  i)he  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  taking 
her  away  from  all  the  privileges  of  tlieir  dear  Umzumbi  to  the 
darkness  of  that  dark,  dark  land.  So  it  comes  to  pass  tliat  we 
have  this  child  with  us, —  an  adopted  chai'ge  to  teach  and  train  for 
some  important  work,  we  trust,  in  Chrises  kingdom;  and  we  find 
it  a  very  pleasant  addition  to  our  missionary  duties.  We  shall 
watch  with  greatest  interest  the  development  in  mind  and  charac- 
ter of  this  bright  and  amiable  little  Zulu  child,  while  bestowing 
upon  her  the  most  suitable  and  judicious  training  which  we  are 
able  to  give,  expecting  that  by  (fod's  grace  shew-ill  become  a  great 
blessing  to  her  own  people. 

Umcitwa  and  Yona,  going  by  steamer  to  Cape  Town,  were  to 
meet  there  the  missionaries,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott,  then  go  on  by 
rail  to  Kimberley  (the  diamond  fields),  whence  they  are  to  journey 
by  wagons  on  and  on,  through  the  whole  length  of  Bechuana  Land, 
a  journey  of  two  or  three  months,  to  their  destination  at  Imyali, 
the  northernmost  station  of  the  London  Missionary  Society. 

«^^ 


ori|  at  l^omf 


MOTHERS  AND  MISSION  CIRCLES. 

BY   LUCY   WHITE   PALMER. 

*'  Mother,  how  could  I  get  from  Koston  to  Constantinople?" 

"  Eh?  What  ?  "  And  Mi-s.  Slocum  looked  up  abstractedly  from 
the  fashion-plate  she  was  studying. toward  the  twelve-year  old 
daughter  curled  up  in  the  window-seat. 

''How  could  I  get  from  Boston  to  Constantinople?"  repeated 
Ruth. 

''Mercy  on  us,  what  a  strange  question!  I  don't  know,  I'm 
sure.     By  steamer,   I  suppose.     I   don't  know  whether  they  go 
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direct  or  not.  But  Fm  sure  you'll  never  go  to  Constantinople,  so 
it  doesn't  make  much  difference.*' 

Mrs.  Slocum  returned  to  her  fashions,  and  Ruth  took  up  her 
slip  of  paper  again,  with  the  puzzled  look  still  on  her  face. 

"Mother,"  she  presently  broke  forth  again,  "just  where  is 
Harpoot?    I  can't  seem  to  find  it." 

"Harpoot?"  echoed  her  mother,  vaguely,  "What  Harpoot?" 

"Why,  in  Turkey,  you  know,  mother." 

"O  yes, — well,  I  believe  it  is  somewhere  in  the  westeiii  part, 
or  perhaps  it's  the  middle." 

"  I  thought  Miss  Truman  said  it  was  in  Eastern  Turkey,"  said 
Kuth,  doubtfully. 

"Well,  may  be  it  is;  I  don't  know,  I'm  sure,  child.  It  is  ages 
since  I  studied  geography.  But  what  under  the  sun  do  you  want 
with  Harpoot  ?  " 

"Why,  we  support  a  Bible-woman  in  West  Harpoot,  you  know, 
mother." 

"  No,  I'm  sure  I  don't  know.    Wlio  are  *  we   ?" 

"Our  Mission  Circle,  mamma, —  the  Faithful  Workers." 

"Oh  I"  said  Mrs.  Slocum,  indifferently,  and  was  about  to  return 
to  her  calculations  of  how  many  yards  Ruth's  new  suit  would 
require,  when  Ruth  herself  went  on, — 

"And,  mother,  don't  you  think  twenty  dollars  a  year  is  an 
awfully  little  salary  to  give  her?" 

"Don't  say  *  awfully'  so  much,  Ruth!  How  often  must  I  tell 
you?" 

"Yes;  but,  mother,  don't  you?" 

"O,  I  dare  say  it's  quite  as  much  as  she  needs,  dear.  Those 
creatures  are  quite  different  from  us,  you  know." 

"  How  different,  mother  ?  " 

"Oh,  I  can't  explain  it  all  to  you  now,  Ruth.  How  many  ques- 
tions you  do  aski " 

Ruth  subsided  once  more,  and  Mrs.  Slocum  murmured  thought- 
fully,- 

"  Six  yards  of  the  braid  will  do  it;  and  as  f©r  the  buttons, " 

"Mother! "  It  was  Ruth's  voice  once  more.  "What  are  some 
of  the  greatest  hindrances  our  missionaiies  meet  in  Turkey?" 

"Dear  me!"  her  mother  exclaimed  impatiently,  "you  are  the 
greatest  hindrance  I  meet  in  trying  to  plan  the  spiing  clothing; 
and  if  that  isn't  missionary  work  I  don't  know  what  is.  I  should 
think  you  had  Turkey  on  the  brain,  Ruth !  What  has  filled  you  so 
full  of  it?" 

"Wliy,  mamma,"  said  Ruth,  rather  tremulously,  "I  didn't 
mean  to  vex  you,  but  our  Circle  meets  this  week,  and  Miss  Tru- 
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man  (^ave  iis  a  list  of  qiU'stioiiR  about  Turkey,  and  we  hve  all  to 
biin^  in  anKwers,  and  1  was  tryin<;  to  get  them  out — that's  all." 

"  You  didu*t  vex  me,  dearie/'  said  her  mother,  in  a  softened 
tone,  ''  only  I  was  very  busy,  and  you  kept  interrupting.  But  I 
tliink  you  Ihave  studied  enou<;h  for  to-day,  auyway.  Run  off  to 
your  phiy  now.  Of  course  missions  are  very  good  and  impoi-tant, 
and  all  that,  and  Tm  sure  it  is  nice  of  Miss  Truman  to  take  so 
much  pains  about  it;  but,  after  nil,  I  don*t  want  you  to  try  to  do 
too  much,  what  with  school,  and  practicing,  and  your  painting 
lessons  and  all.  However,"  she  added,  **  it  won't  last  long. 
You'll  soon  be  too  uld  for  the  Mission  Circle,  or  else  you'll  get 
tinsl  of  it." 

And  once  more  she  was  absorbed  in  her  work,  while  Ruth 
reflected, — 

'*  I  don't  know  as  I  w  ill  bother  about  it  any  more  to-day.  I  am 
tired,  and  I  do  want  to  finish  that  lovely  book.  And  I  don't  be- 
lieve this  is  all  so  awfully — very,  I  mean  — important  as  Miss  Tni- 
m:iu  makes  out.  Mother  doesn't  seem  to  think  so,  and  she's  a 
church-member,  and  takes  Lifk  and  Light,  too, — though  I  never 
saw  her  read  it.     But  I  guess  she  knows." 

So  the  list  of  questions  was  slipped  into  a  book,  and  is  there 
even  unto  this  day. 

"How  do  you  do,  Miss  Truman?"  said  another  mother,  pass- 
ing tlie  younj?  lady  on  the  street,  toward  the  close  of  a  busy  Satur- 
day. "  Yes,  thank  you,  the  children  are  all  well.  Two  of  them 
have  been  off  all  the  afternoon,  I  don't  know  where.  Wliy,  yes; 
come  to  think  of  it,  I  believe  it  was  down  to  your  house  they  went, 
to  a  missionary  mectin*?  or  something  of  that  kind.  Really,  it  is 
too  good  of  you  to  give  yourself  all  that  trouble,  and  I'm  afraid  it's 
to  so  little  purpose,  too!  I  tell  my  children  that  they  will  be  en- 
thusiastic when  there  is  an  entertainment  on  hand,  but  that's  all. 
They  seem  to  be  quite  interested  over  Turkey  just  now,  but  of 
course  it  won't  last,  Pleasant  day  it's  been !  Shall  you  be  at  the 
Shakespeare  Club  next  Wednesday?  I  find  my  part  takes  a  good 
deal  of  study.     Good-night."  • 

"  Mother,"  exclivimed  Clara  Widdemann  that  sam'e  evening,  as 
she  came  home  from  the  Mission  Circle,  "next  time  we  are  going 
to  have  a  Turkish  Tea  Party,  and  two  or  three  of  us  will  be  dressed 
in  Turkish  clothes  sent  out  from  the  Board  Rooms;  and  we  will  sit 
on  the  floor  and  eat  figs,  and  honey-cakes,  and  crackers,  and  wipe 
our  hands  on  Turkish  towels,  and  Miss  Truman  will  tell  lis  a  true 
stoi*y  about  a  Turkish  girl,  and — won't  it  be  fun,  motlier?" 
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"Why,  yes,  dear,  I  suppose  it  will,"  said  her  mother,  laughing 
at  her  breatliless  enthusiasm.  **A  little  childish,  perhaps,  but  I 
don't  know  as  that  matters." 

But  to  Clara,  wlio  was  at  tlie  transitional  age  when  everything 
childish  is  abhorrent,  it  mattered  so  much  that  the  joy  of  the 
Turkish   Tea  Party  was  gone. 

And  Miss  Truman,  not  hearing  all  these  things,  wonders  why 
the  *' enthusiasm  of  childhood"  shows  so  little  in  the  Mission 
Circle,  and  why  so  early  the  girls  feel  that  they  are  **  too  old  for 
such  things";  wonders,  too,  whether  it  is  that  she  has  not  the 
knack  for  leading  a  Mission  Circle,  and  would  not  better  give  it 
up.     And  her  heart  is  heavy. 

Dear  mothers,  you  have  your  children  under  your  influence 
night  and  day.  We,  the  leaders  of  the  Mission  Circles,  have  them 
perhaps  three  hours  a  month.  What  can  our  teaching  in  those  few 
hours  do  for  them  against  your  mighty  influence  of  every  day? 
Ah,  it  should  not  be  against  it!  If  it  must  be,  our  work  is  all  but 
vain.  But  if  to  our  feeble  influence  and  few  opportunities  you  add 
the  force  of  your  home  example  and  precepts,  not  long  will  the 
world  have  to  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  the  mighty  to  the  help  of 
the  Lord.  For  there  is  nothing  in  this  world  so  mighty  as  this 
coming  generation,  of  whose  strength  you  so  largely  have  the 
directing. 

Do  not  misunderstand  us.  Children  must  be  clothed;  your 
thought  for  that  is  not  wrong,  if  it  be  not  anxious.  Thought  for 
their  mental  training  is  needful,  nor  can  you  forget  their  physical 
welfare.  Many  cares  press  upon  you.  Both  you  and  the  children 
feel,  more  or  less  distinctly,  that  life  is  a  rushing  torrent,  in  whose 
current  you  must  swim,  or  be  stranded  on  the  beach.  And  among 
all  the  claims,  something  must  be  crowded  out.  We  understand 
all  this,  and  feel  it  with  you.  But  we  ask,  not  in  our  own  name, 
but  in  Christ's,  that  the  **  something"  be  not  the  spiritual  feeding 
of  Christ's  lambs;  that  it  be  not  the  training  of  Christ's  soldiers 
for  the  thickening  combat;  that  it  be  not  the  hardening  of  the 
muscles  of  Christ's  reapers  for  the  whitening  field. 

Dear  mothers,  help  us,  that  we  together  may  help  the  children, 
that  we  all  together  may  help  Christ. 


WOMAN'S  WOKK  IN  THE  LONDON  MISSIONARY  CON- 
FERENCE. 
At  the  General  Conference  on  Foreign  Missions  in  London,  uni- 
versally conceded  to  be  the  most  notable  gathering  in  the  history 
of  missions,  woman's  work  had  a  prominent  and  honored  place. 
In  the  prepared  programme  it  was  the  assigned  topic  for  two  of 
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tlio  rcf^ular  RORRionR  for  dole^teR  and  for  one  of  the  large  public 
evening;  f;atlK;rin};H.  A  iiuiiibor  of  mcetinfcs  exclusively  for  ladies 
were  also  planned  by  leaders  of  women's  societies  in  Great  Britain. 
Hut  the  Kubjcct  was  uot  confined  to  tliese  meetings.  In  many  of 
the  KpeechcH  all  throuii^h  the  scsKions  warm  tributes  were  paid  to 
its  success  and  UHcfuhiess;  and  it  was  seldom  that  any  allusion  to  it 
passed  witliout  hearty  applause,  showing  the  sympathy  of  the  aa- 
dicnco.  Women  were  also  made  prominent  as  speakers  at  a 
number  of  public  meetings,  and,  even  to  the  surprise  of  all  and 
the  distress  of  some  of  the  st:iid  ones  from  the  land  of  the  Puri- 
tans, wci*e  called  upon  for  responses  at  many  of  the  semi-public 
lunches  and  breakfasts.  The  cordiality  and  courtesy  of  presiding 
officers  and  members  of  committees  were  unfailing,  and  we  venture 
to  Kay  that  never  were  women  so  made  to  feel  that  **  there  is  neither 
male  nor  female,  .  .  .  but  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Twenty-two  women's  societies  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
were  represented  by  about  fifty  regularly  accredited  delegates,  and 
fourteen  orgiuiizations  in  Great  Britain  by  about  two  hundred, 
while  many  more  ladies  formed  an  interested  portion  of  the 
audiences.  There  were  also  many  lady  missionaries  from  many 
lands,  whose  sweet  and  thrilling  stories  will  long  be  remembered. 
As  the  days  went  by  the  faces  and  voices  grew  familiar,  and 
aoqunintances  ripened  into  friendships.  In  some  instances  those 
who  had  lived  for  years  in  the  same  city  without  a  knowledge  of 
each  other,  came  together  for  the  first  time  in  interest  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  at  the  close  of  the  sessions  it  was  difficult  to  believe 
that  they  had  met  as  strangers  a  few  days  before.  This  was 
enhanced  and  largely  brouglit  about  by  the  cordial  hospitality  that 
was  lavished  upon  the  delegates.  Breakfasts,  lunches,  teas,  and 
receptions  brought  them  together  again  and  again  in  the  most 
delightful  way,  and  afforded  a  rare  opportunity  for  those  from  over 
the  sea  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  social  life  in  some  of  the  best  circles 
of  Christian  England. 

The  regular  meetings,  according  to  programme,  were  held  on 
Wednesday  morning,  June  13th,  and  Thursday  morning  and 
evening,  June  I4th.  It  was  arranged  that  the  morning  sessions 
should  be  held  in  the  ''  Annex,"  a  hall  holding  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty;  but  this  proving  too  small  on  both  occasions  it  was 
jiecessary  to  adjourn  U)  the  large  hall,  where  the  audiences  were 
estimated  at  about  five  hundred.  The  chairman  of  the  first  meet- 
ing was  Gen.  Sir  Robert  Phayre. 

The  opening  address  was  by  Miss  Rainy,  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  Ladies'  Society  for  Female  Education,  who  spoke  on  the 
place  of  female  agency  in  mission  work,  both  in  the  home  and 
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foreign  departments;  and  Miss  A.  Marston,  M.D.,  of  the  Zenana 
Bible  and  Medical  Mission,  read  a  paper  on  medical  work,  as  seen 
from  her  standpoint  of  missionary  life  in  India.  After  a  few 
words  from  the  chairman  the  meeting  was  thrown  open  to  those 
who  had  sent  their  cards,  and  five-minute  talks  were  given  by 
Pastor  A.  Hagert  and  Miss  Cross,  missionaries  from  India,  Miss 
Mott  from  Chicago,  Mrs.  Emerson,  who  represented  the  Woman's 
Union  Missionary  Society,  New  York,  Rev.  H.  T.  Roberts  of  North 
Chili,  New  York  State,  Dr.  Robert  Bingle  of  Her  Majesty's  Bengal 
Army,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Keister,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Nind  of 
Minneapolis,  of  the  M.  E.  W.  F.  M.  S.,  Mrs.  Moses  Smith  of  the 
W.  B.  M.  I.,  Mrs.  G.  Stott  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,  and  others. 
Those  from  the  foreign  field  gave  the  usual  testimony  to  the  great 
importance  of  work  for  women  by  women,  and  the  home  workers 
spoke  of  what  had  been  accomplished  in  the  societies  they  rep- 
resented, and  of  the  new  responsibilities  and  privileges  accorded  to 
women  in  these  later  days. 

The  meeting  on  Thursday  morning  was  of  the  same  general 
character.  Prof.  McLaren  of  Montreal,  Canada,  presided.  The  first 
paper  was  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 
Boston,  and  was  devoted  to  an  examination  of  the  powers  which 
women  exercise  in  the  mission  field,  and  the  avenues  through 
which  they  could  best  influence  their  sisters  in  heathendom.  Miss 
Child,  Secretary  W.  B.  M.,  Boston,  gave  a  paper  on  Woman's  Work 
in  the  Mission  Field, —  its  necessity,  aims,  methods,  results,  and 
present  obligations  on  Christian  women.  When  the  meeting  was 
thrown  open,  the  chairman  stated  that  the  number  of  speakers 
whose  names  had  been  handed  in  would  occupy  more  than  the 
time  allowed,  and  that  the  gentlemen  had  courteously  consented 
to  give  way  to  the  ladies.  Some  of  the  sentiments  in  Dr.  Mur- 
dock's  paper  to  the  elfect  that  woman  should  accord  to  man  his 
rightful  place,  as  at  the  head  in  church  and  mission  work,  called 
forth  some  quite  emphatic  protests  from  several  ladies  present, 
and  the  remaining  time  was  occupied  by  interesting  addresses 
from  English  and  Scotch  missionaries,  mainly  from  India  and 
China.  On  Thursday  evening  a  large  audience  gathered  to  con- 
sider the  topic.  Woman's  Mission  to  Women.  Rev.  Dr.  Baldwin, 
Bishop  of  Iluron,  presided,  and  speeches  were  made  by  Rev.  W.  S. 
Swanson,  on  China  as  a  Sphere;  Rev.  C.  F.  Warren,  on  Openings 
in  Japan ;  Kev.  Dr.  Langford,  of  the  Episcopal  Missionary  Society, 
U.  S.  A.,  on  General  Woman's  Work;  Rev.  G.  S.  Karney,  on  India's 
Needs;  Rev.  R.  Wardlaw  Thompson,  on  What  Has  Been  Accom- 
plished by  Missionary  Wives;  Bishop  Crowther,  on  The  Service 
Rendered  by  Women  in  West  Africa,  by  Mrs.  F.  E.  Coffin,  of  the 
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African  Motliodist  W.  M.  S.  in  the  South,  U.  S.  A.,  Mn.  W.  S. 
HliiclcHtook,  of  thu  Methodist  M.  S.  in  Canada,  and  Mrs.  Thompson, 
of  South  Africa. 

Wu  mention  tho  names  of  the  speakers  to  show  the  world-wide, 
undenominational  character  of  the  nieetinn^,  which  adds  to  the  value 
of  tho  testimony  received. 

Aside  from  tliese  regular  sessions  there  were  a  number  of 
nieetin{;H  exclusively  for  ladies.  The  first  of  these  was  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  when  about  a  hundred  ladies  gathei*ed  for  a  talk  on 
methods  of  work,  under  the  lead  of  Miss  Rainy  of  Edinburgh. 
The  main  topic  was  tho  connection  of  woman's  societies  with  the 
large  denominational  Boards.  Xcarly  all  the  societies  in  the  United 
States  were  reported  as  a  department  or  inte^al  part  of  the  gen- 
eral Boards,  working:  under  their  guidance,  although  largely  inde- 
pendent in  tho  management  of  affairs  at  home.  Those  in  Great 
Britain  ranged  from  those  similarly  connected  to  those  who  were 
entirely  separate  and  independent,  some  of  these  last  being  unde- 
nominational. The  information  given  went  to  show  that  the 
vital  connection  mentioned  was  perhaps  the  best  one  to  prevent 
all  possibility  of  friction,  although  experience  had  as  yet  developed 
but  little  perplexity  in  the  independent  societies  beyond  what 
could  be  adjusted  with  comparative  ease  by  a  little  tact  and 
patience.  A  largo  and  interesting  meeting  for  young  women  was 
held  in  the  main  hall  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Juno  17th,  at  which 
the  Countess  of  Aberdeen  presided.  She  spoke  in  a  very  graceful 
way  of  the  inspiration  received  from  so  many  missionanes  and 
delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  world;  and  when  she  remembered 
that  so  many  were  British  and  American  nationality,  she  was 
much  impressed  with  the  great  responsibility  resting  on  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking race  in  the  conversion  of  tho  world.  Admirable  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Mrs.  Moses  Smith  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.,  Mrs. 
Quinton,  President  of  the  National  Indian  Association,  U.  S.  A., 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Gordon  of  Boston,  and  Miss  Sybil  Carter,  who  repre- 
sented the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  New 
York  City.  On  Tuesday  tho  19th  a  meeting  was  held  in  Morley 
Hall,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Female  Education  in  the  East,  Lady  Anstruther  presiding.  The 
topics  discussed  wore  principally  with  reference  to  matters  in  the 
foreign  field;  the  special  training  of  missionaries  for  their  work; 
how  far  it  is  best  to  change  the  habits  of  the  native  girls  in  the 
boarding  schools  in  dress,  modes  of  living,  etc. ;  how  to  cope  with 
the  evils  of  early  marriages, — and  similar  subjects.  Among  the 
speakers  were  Miss  Webb  of  the  S.  P.  F.  E.  E.,  Mrs.  Emerson  of 
the  W.  U.  M.  S.,  Xew  York,  Miss  Esthwaite,  Miss  Andrews,  and 
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Miss  Wade,  from  India,  Miss  Whately  of  Cairo,  Mrs.  Armstrong 
from  Burmali,  and  Miss  Child  from  Boston. 

A  second  meeting  for  practical  discussion  of  methods  was  held 
on  the  Thursday  following  the  close  of  the  Conference.  As  many 
of  the  delegates  had  scattered,  there  were  but  a  handful  of  ladies 
present;  but  those  who  were  there  were  practical  workers,  and 
there  was  a  profitable  interchange  of  experiences  and  comparison 
as  to  methods  that  will  long  be  remembered.  A  desire  was  ex- 
pressed that  some  means  should  be  adopted  by  which  the  inter- 
course so  pleasantly  begun  between  the  woman's  missionary 
societies  of  Great  Britain  and  America  should  be  continued.  It 
was  voted  that  a  committee  should  be  established,  composed  of  ' 
one  representative  from  each  of  the  societies,  to  whom  com- 
munications should  be  addressed  in  order  to  secure  union  in 
prayer  for  special  objects,  and  concerted  action,  should  occasion 
require,  for  common  ends,  such  as,  for  instance,  the  relief  for 
widows  in  India,  or  for  the  arrangement  of  any  meetings  that 
might  be  desirable  in  the  future. 

Many  questions  have  been  asked  as  to  the  practical  results 
of  the  Conference.  Those  who  expected  definite  decisions 
or  resolutions  giving  expression  to  the  sentiments  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  on  the  various  topics  discussed,  were  disappointed. 
It  was  announced  from  the  beginning  that  it  was  not  the  design  of 
the  Conference  to  enact  any  laws  or  to  set  forth  opinions  that 
should  in  any  way  be  binding  upon  the  multitude  of  societies  and 
workers  present,  and  anything  that  tended  in  that  direction  was 
carefully  avoided.  With  regard  to  woman's  work,  the  wish  was 
expressed  among  some  of  the  practical  workers  that  more  time 
might  have  been»  given  to  suggestions  for  carrying  on  the  work,  for 
its  improvement  and  development,  rather  than  so  much  to  con- 
gratulations on  the  success  of  the  comparatively  new  movement. 
But  no  one  could  have  been  disappointed  in  the  wonderful  inspira- 
tion derived  from  being  a  unit,  however  small,  in  such  a  gathering. 
To  sit  day  after  day  in  such  an  assembly;  to  feel  the  thrill  of  the 
intense  earnestness  of  speakers  and  audiences  alike,  the  great 
heart-throb  of  the  Church  universal  in  its  effort  to  obey  the  com- 
mand and  follow  the  lead  of  its  risen  Lord;  to  realize  that  so  many 
strong,  and  wise,  and  willing  ones  are  sharing  the  burden  that 
often  presses  so  heavily  on  one's  own  heart  and  brain;  to  listen  to 
the  testimony  of  tried  and  experienced  workers  from  eveiy  nation 
that  everywhere  the  gospel  is  gaining  a  firm  foothold,  and 
undeniably  making  a  powerful  impression;  to  hear  the  convincing 
proofs  that  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  or  at  least  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  good  news  in  every  part  of  it,  is  unquestionably 
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within  the  power  of  the  present  generation  of  Christians, — surely 
this  must  give  a  strong  and  lasting  impetus  to  the  grand  army  of 
mission  workers.  It  remains  for  the  small  company  gathered 
there,  and  the  thousands  who  were  watching  the  proceedings  with 
eager  interest  all  over  the  world,  to  give  effect  to  the  enlarged 
conceptions  and  quickened  enthusiasm  engendered.  It  is  con- 
lid  en  tly  asserted  tliat  the  Conference  has  ushered  in  a  new  era  in 
Protestant  missions,— an  era  of  brotherly  love  and  unity  of  effort 
both  at  home  and  abroad;  a  new  departure  among  women  and 
children,  as  well  as  men;  a  new  earnestness  in  labor;  new  conse- 
cration in  giving;  new  fervency  in  prayer  on  the  pai't  of  every 
child  of  God. 


-•♦^ 


VERY  SUGGESTIVE. 

At  a  woman's  missionary  conference,  not  long  since,  while  dis- 
cussing the  question,  '*  How  shall  we  interest  our  daughters  in  the 
subject  of  missions?"  it  is  said  that  a  sweet-faced  old  Methodist 
lady  remarked  that  some  things  which  had  been  said  reminded  her 
of  the  story  of  a  farmer  whom  a  stranger  observed  harnessing  a 
colt  with  its  mother.  Wlien  asked  the  reason  therefor,  he  replied: 
"  O,  it's  tlie  way  I  take  to  break  him  into  tlie  work.  Trotting  by 
the  side  of  his  mother,  he  soon  learns  to  do  just  as  she  does,  so  that 
when  the  time  comes  for  him  to  go  alone,  I  have  no  trouble  with 
him." 

It  is  added  that  the  story  was  so  quaintly  told,  and  the  applica- 
tion was  so  evident,  that  it  drew  from  the  audience  audible  mani- 
festations of  applause. — Helping  Hand. 
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Receipts  from  June  18  ^o  Jidy  18,  1888. 
Misa  Ellen  Carruth,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  W.  S. 
I)ana,Trea8.  Deerinjj,  Wood- 
ford's Ch.,  $10:  Rockland, 
Aux.,  $3;  WiiHlhain,  Susan 
S.  Varney,  $1.20;  Castine,  M. 
M.  Dresser,  $10;  Lewiston, 
Pine  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $30; 
Dennysvllle,  AI.  C,  $10,  Wash- 
ington Co.  Conf .  Prayer-Mwet- 


iu^  coirn,$7.54 ;  Bangor,  Aux., 
$24.50;  Eastport,  Aux.,  $7; 
Limerick,  Ladies  of  Cong. 
Ch.,  $15.25;  Warren,  Aax., 
$3;  Portland,  Second  Parish' 
Ch.,  Busy  Bees,  $17,  Y.  L.  M. 
B.,  $52;  Piscataquis  Co.,  Conf. 
coU'n,  $8.17,  $igB  66 

Total,         fXW  66 


RECEIPTS. 
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NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

MiXford.—  Boys'  Wide-Awake 
M.  B., 

New  Hampshire  Branch.— Miss 
A.  E.  Mclutire,  Treas.  Can- 
dia,  Aux.,  const.  L.  M.,  Miss 
Lizzie  E.  Crane,  $25 ;  Charles- 
town,  Aux.,  $2.50;  Cornish, 
Aux.,  $12;  Goffstown,  Aux., 
$22 ;  Hanover,  Rainbow  Band, 
$30;  Henniker,  Ladies'  Cong. 
Ch.,  $15.50;  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
$22.25;  Jaffrey,  Aux.,  $12; 
Milford,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $100 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Wm.  Gil- 
son,  Mrs.  Addison  Heald, 
Mrs.  Lucy  Badger,  Mrs.  Jen- 
nie A.  FoUett,  $110;  Orford, 
Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Conaut,  $25 ;  Penacook,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.T.  O.  Wilson, 
$25 ;  Pelham,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Tyler, 
$5;  Rindge,  Cong.  S.  S.,  $21; 
Stratham,  Aux.,  $15.75;  Troy, 
Aux.,  $14.66;  West  Lebanon, 
Aux.,  $32.75, 


$5  00 


Total. 


VERMONT. 


390  41 
$395  41 


Eair  Haven.— Ch.  coll'n, 
Putney.— Mrs.  A.  S.  Taft, 
Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  Atkinson 
Sta.,N.H.,  Mrs.  Gyles MeiTill, 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  B.  D.  Hop- 
kins, Mrs.  J.  A.  Bedard,  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Bently,  $75 ;  Burlington, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Stearns,  $45;  Chel- 
sea, Aux.,  $10;  Enosburgh,  Y. 
P.  M.  C,  $6;  Lyndon,  Buds  of 
Promise,  $14;  Springfield, 
Aux.,  $14.50;  Vergennes, 
Cong.  S.  S.,  $40;  West  West- 
minster, Aux.,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Alfred  H.  Burnell,  $25; 
St.  Johnsbury,  South  Ch., 
Maids  of  Caledonia,  $40, 


$    60 
5  00 


Total, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


269  50 

$275  10 


Andover  and  Wobiirn  Branch.— 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Billerlca,  Aux.,  $11.50,  Will- 
ing Workers,  $19.20:  Lexing- 
ton, Junior  Aux.,  $50;  Win- 
chester, Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Herrick,  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Martha  C.  M.Dwinell, 
$32,  Open  Door,  $14,  A  Friend, 
$45,  $171  70 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs.  C.  E. 
West.  Treas.  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
$16;  New  Lebanon,  Cheerful 
Workers,  $7;  Pittsfleld,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $7.25,  30  25 


B&ume.— Mrs.  J.E.Eni8,Thank- 
off.,  $10  00 

East  i^otiflrZosfi.— Earnest  Work- 
ers, 30  00 

ISssex  North  Branch.—  Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  Brad- 
ford, Acad'y  Aux.,  $20.04; 
Newburyport,  Aux.,  $75,  95  04 

Essex  South  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
S.  W.  Clark,  Treas.  Danvers, 
Maple  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,$20,  Prim- 
ary CI.  S.  S.,  $10;  Maple  Leaf 
M.  C,  of  wh.  $5  by  Jessie  L 
Kemp,  $20;  Ipswich,  South 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $32;  North  Beverly, 
M.  C,  $13.80;  Salem,  South 
Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  $40,  Crombie 
St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $68,  203  80 

Lawrence.— A  Friend,  40 

Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs.  M.  W. 
Warren,  Treas.  Maynard, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Maynard,  in  mem. 
Mary,Hattie,and  littleVickie, 
$6;  Holliston,  Aux.,  $60.12; 
Framingham,  Aux.,  prev. 
contri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary 
L.  B.  Stockwell,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Partridge,  $191.20,  257  32 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim,  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Brock- 
ton, Aux.,  $50,  Mission  Sun- 
beams, $30;  Braintree,  Aux., 
$5;  South  Braintree,  Aux., 
$10;  Weymouth  and  Brain- 
tree, Aux.,  $10;  Hingham, 
Aux.,  $14:  Whitman,  Ladies 
of  Cong.  Ch.,  $11,  130  00 

Oakham.— Miss  C.  H.  Pratt,  5  00 

South  Hadley.—  Ml.    Holyoke 

Sem'v,  250  00 

South  i^aeicfc.— Cheerful  Work- 
ers, 6  25 

Springfield  Branch. — Miss  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Brimfleld,Aux.,  $11 ;  Holyoke, 
Second  Ch.,  Boys'  Wide- 
Awakes,  $6,  Girls'  Wide- 
A wakes,  $7;  Ludlow  Centre, 
Aux.,  $20;  Monsou,  Aux., 
$20:  South  Hadley  Falls,  $30; 
Springfield,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$75,  Olivet  Ch.,  Aux.,  $6; 
West  Springfield,  Park  St. 
Ch.,  Helping  Hands,  $20,       195  00 

Suffolk  BraTich.-Miss  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Auburndale, 
Willing  Hands,  $35.01;  Bos- 
ton, Old  South  Ch.,  Bartlett 
Band,  $31,  Union  Ch.,  Union 
Workers,  $21..06,  Central  Ch., 
S.  S.,$13.31,ShawmutCh.,  La- 
dies', $2;  Brookline,  Harvard 
Ch.,  Benevolent  Helpers,  $35, 
Friends,  $30:  Chelsea,  Third 
Ch.,  Floral  Circle,  of  wh.  50 
cts.  by  Miss  Etta  Jackson, 
$10.50,  Aux.,  $30,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  $40.20;  Dedham,M.C.B. 
$100,  Asylum  Dime  Soc'y, 
$1.50;    Dorchester,     Second 
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Ch.,  Aux.,  S9QJ30,  Village  Ch., 
Aux.,  $:2.'S,  H:irvarilCoiit!;.rii., 
r>0  ctM. ;  Hyde  Park,  Aux.,  A 
Friciul,  $2r>;  Jamaica  Tlaiii, 
AViile- Awakes,  STr* ;  Nopoiiset, 
Pebble  M.  B.,  $:n.(t3;  Newtun 
('outre,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $'25  by 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Ward,  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Mary  Lane  Dwight,$167 ; 
Roxbury,  Immanuel  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  t2r>  by  Mrs. 
Ariel  I^ow,  <-onRt.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
£.  A.  (-udwortli,  $29.51,  Eliot 
Ch..  Aux.,  »17,  Olive  Hr.,  $5.90, 
Thompson  Cin*le,  50ets.,  Fer- 
f]^u8on  Circle,  $3.89,  Mayflow- 
ers, $5.52,  Eliot  Star,  $5.77; 
Waltham,  Aux.,  $40;  West 
Koxburv,  South  Evangelical 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $10.0G,  $881  15 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mr^. 
C.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas.  Gilbert- 
ville,  Aux.,  $50;  Milford, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $24  Thank-off., 
$37;  North  Brookfteld,  Aux., 
$53.88;  Rockdale,  Aux.,  $2.3.41, 
Warren.  Aux.,  $9;  Worcester, 
Aux.,  Salem  St.  Ch.,  $7.75, 
Piedmont  Ch.,  Aux.,  $74.73, 
Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  $105.35,       3(n  12 


Total, 


$2,627  03 


LECrACY.     • 

-Bojrton.— Lepacy  of  Miss  Maria 


Rowland, 


$36  00 


CONNECTICUT. 


Danielsonville.  —  Westfield 
Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc'y,  $12  86 

Hartford  Branch.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Bristol, 
Aux.,  $30,  M.  C,  $4;  Canton 
Centre,  Aux.,  $16:  Columbia, 
A  Friend,  $20;  Enfield,  La- 
dies' Benevolent  Soc'y,  $25; 
PlainvlUe,  Treasure  Seekers, 
$10;  Rockville,  Aux.,  $35, 
Little  Helpers,  $10;  W^est 
Hartford,  Gray  Girls'  Soc'y, 
$20,  170  00 

yew  Haven  Branch,— TAi^n  J. 
Twiuinp,  Treas.  Ansonia, 
Aux.,  $12;  Bridgeport,  Olivet 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $15;  Busy  Bees, 
$15;  Ellsworth,  Golden  Links, 
$11;  Georgetown,  Buds  of 
Promise,  $3;  Harwinton, 
Aux.,  $20;  Mid<llefleld,  Aux., 
$40;  Middle  Haddam,  Aux., 
$7;  Xew  Britain,  South  Ch., 
Aux.,  $58.15;  Newtown,  Aux., 
$10;  Norfolk,  Aux.,  i«50;  Nor- 
walk,  Circles,  $30,  271  15 

Nenrtown.—  Cong.  S.  S.,  by 
Willie  S.  Fancher,  5  00  i 


Swith  Manehegter Mrs.  F.  H. 

Ladd  and  Family,  $3  00 


Total, 


LEOAOr. 


$462  01 


Hartford  .8ran<;^— Plain ville, 
legacy  of  Mrs.  Levi  Curtiss, 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Laura  M. 
Curtiss,  $2S  00 

KEW  TOSK. 

67over«vf?/6.— Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
by  Mrs.  I^uoy  J.  Grimes,         f  lOO  00 

New  York  State  ^rancA.— Miss 
C.A.Holmes.Treas.  Albany, 
Aux.,  $153.35,  Morning  Star 
M.  C,  $20;  Brooklyn,  Boys* 
and  Girls*  M.  B.,  $40;  Crown 
Point,  Aux.,  $16.65;  East 
Randolph,  Ch.,  $5.50;  Fair- 
port,  Aux.,  $23;  Flushing, 
Aux.,  $32.38:  Homer,  Aux., 
$10,  Mrs.  Clara  Kingsbury, 
const,  self  L.  M.,  $25,  Mrs. 
Emma  M.  Bean  const,  self  L. 
M.,  $25,  Mrs.  C.N.  Woodwortb, 
$5,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Paine,  6;  Mt. 
Vernon,  Y.  W.  C.  M.  A.,  f  10; 
Norwich,Aux.,  $37.96 ;  Owego, 
Aux.,  $27;  Poughkeepsie 
Aux.,  $15,  ¥.  P.  Aux.,  $50; 
Sherburne,  Little  Lights,  $16,  615  84 


Total, 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 


$616  fri 


WUminffton.  —  Woman's    Odd 
Minutes  Miss'y  Soc'y,  $14  00 


Total, 

$14  00 

FLORIDA. 

/>a|/fona.— Cong.  Ch.,Woman*s 
Miss'y  Soc'y,                             $10  00 

Total, 

$10  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Oakjletd.—A  Friend, 

$     80 

Total, 

$    80 

AUSTRALIA. 

Jtfe//>owme.— "Tithes," 

$12  00 

Total, 

$12  00 

General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacies, 

$4,605  85 
24  74 
60  00 

Total,       $4,690  59 

Miss  Harriet  W.  May, 

Ass't  Treas. 


frl'^WfRio^ 


EASTERN  TURKEY. 


Adana,  May  10,  1SS8. 

As  is  well  known,  tbe  school  here  for  tlic  first  two  yenrs  wn» 
carried  on  under  uncomfortable  c  ire  urn  stances,  and  in  very  crnmped 
quarters.  About  two  yeai's  a^o  the  A.  D.  C.  F.  M.  made  a  grant  of 
1,000  lirae,  contributed  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Interior,  foir 
a  new  building,  wliich  lias  been  pvit  up  as  an  addition  to  the  old 
mission  bouse,'  on  land  purchased  for  the  purpose.  The  situation 
is  the  finest  in  tbe  city,  and  the  view  so  attractive  that  every  ono 
lingers  to  enjoy  it,  especially  from  rooms  on  the  second  and  third 
floors.  This  view  takes  in  a  great  plain,  now  luxuriant  with  graiu 
just  ripening  for  harvest,  and  groves  and  orchards  suggestive  of 
luscious  fruits;  bounded  by  enow-covered  mountains  on  the  north 
and  northwest.  Tlie  building  itself  towers  ahove  all  others  about 
it.  One  characteristic  of  great  importance  to  the  occupants  is, 
that  every  room  is  radiant  with  sunlight  during  some  part  uf  each 
twenty-four  Iioura,  This  results  from  its  being  built  around  threa 
sides  of  a  courtyard.  It  faces  the  west,  and  there  are  wide  veran- 
das running  the  entire  lengtli  of  the  new  part.  How  we  should 
like  to  lead  all  who  have  contributed  toward  it  through  the  build- 
ing, and  sliow  them  the  girls'  dormitoi-y,  having  a  private  di-essing 
or  prayer  closet  for  each  occupant,  and  convenient  toilet  arrange- 
ments; the  living-room  on  the  third  floor,  then  the  pleasant  din' 
ing-rooms,  schoolroom,  recitation-rooms,  etc.,  on  the  second  floor; 
and  last  of  all,  tlie  storerooms,  workroom,  and  batliroom,  and 
those  occupied  by  tlie  steward  and  liis  wife,  on  tbe  first  floor. 

Ueforc  dropping  this  subject  perhaps  you  would  be  interested 
in  some  incidents  connected  with  the  process  of  building.  Tlie 
work  was  hcguii  at  ouco  on  receipt  o(  the  giant  for  its  construc- 
tion, and  made  rapid  progress  till  the  walls  were  a  few  feet  abovo 
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ground,  when  tho  Govcnimeut  a^Yoko  to  ilio  fact,  and  to  the  im- 
portauco  of  stopping  proceedings.  Permission  had  been  given  for 
nn  addition,  or  annex  to  our  liouse ;  but  tlio  existence  of  a  room 
called  indiscreetly  **  bathroom/'  roused  suspicion,  and  forthwith 
the  city  engineer  was  dispatched  from  tho  municipal  council  to  put 
ft  stop  to  tho  work.  For  several  days  tho  engineers  made  daily 
visits  to  the  scene  of  action,  but  always  sending  a  messenger  in 
lulvance.  The  workmen  took  the  hint,  and  dropping  bricks,  mor- 
tar, and  tools,  where  they  stood,  would  betake  themselves  to  a  quiet 
room  to  rest.  Upon  arrival,  the  officer  would  Und  nothing  going  on, 
and  would,  therefore,  report,  "Work  stopped."  And  so  for  two 
weeks  the  walls  mysteriously  continued  to  grow,  till  stopped  by  a 
pcremptoiy  order.  It  being  the  time  of  annual  meeting,  no  mission- 
ftry  was  on  the  ground,  and  five  weeks  passed  before  work  was  re- 
sumed. But  once  under  way  it  made  rapid  progress,  and  on  No- 
vember 2.Sth  school  was  opened  in  the  new  quarters,  the  dormitory, 
^schoolroom,  and  kitchen  being  completed.  Soon  the  dining- 
room  doors  were  swinging  on  their  hinges,  and  thirty  girLs  were 
ensconced  in  a  bright,  orderly,  happy  home,  and  only  slightly  dis- 
turbed by  the  noise  of  work  going  on  in  tho  remaining  rooms. 

We  began  with  thirty-one  pupils,  but  one  little  girl  found 
bathing,  eating  at  a  table,  and  sleeping  on  a  bedstead  too  arduous 
duties  "for  her  to  perform,  and  so  ran  away;  and  though  urged  by 
some  of  her  relatives  to  receive  her  again,  it  was  thought  not  best 
to  do  so.  Four  of  our  girls  united  with  the  church  last  year;  this 
year  eight  have  presented  themselves,  and  four  were  already  mem- 
bers on  first  coming  to  us.  Two  of  these  are  valued  workera 
Among  the  women. 

Tho  girls  who  entered  school  the  first  year  were  of  so  low  grade 
in  study  that  wo  have  not  yet  been  able  to  graduate  a  class ;  but 
if  all  is  well,  seven  will  graduate  next  year.  Tho  receipts  for  tui- 
tion, board,  and  music  have  been  forty-six  liras, — $202. 

The  average  attendance  at  the  city  schools  has  been  four  hun- 
dred. These  are  graded  according  to  their  attainments,  and  dis- 
tributed among  eight  rooms,  where  they  are  instructed  by  as  many 
teachers,  five  being  young  women  and  three  young  men.  In  the 
boys*  school  Miss  Webb  has  given  English,  and  I,  Bible  lessons. 
Tho  interest  in  religious  matters  manifest  among  the  women  is 
worthy  of  mention.  Mrs.  Montgomery  has  superintended  the 
Monday  noon  prayer-meetings  held  each  week  in  thirteen  different 
places.  Among  the  Greek  and  Armenian  women  there  have  been 
niany  interested  inquirers.  The  utter  dearth  of  work  has  given 
time  for  thought,  while  the  aid  given  by  Christians  has  led  minds 
And  hearts  to  consider  the  character  of  the  religion  which  prompts 
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such  charities.  Thus  we  hope  many  have  been  gathered  into  the 
fold  of  Christ.  Twenty-nine  women  have  been  examined  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  church.  Mrs.  Montgomery  has  also  superintended 
a  class  of  forty  young  Armenian  girls  who  come  here  twice  every 
week  to  be  taught  by  two  of  the  girls  of  our  school.  Fourteen  of 
these  have  learned  to  read  the  Bible  intelligently,  and  the  others 
have  a  very  fair  start.  Besides  these,  some  of  our  Christian 
women  have  taught  an  equally  large  number  of  women  to  read. 
The  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  not  allowed  the  opportunity 
to  slip  away  unimproved,  but  have  also  done  some  teaching,  so 
that  learning  to  read  has  become  quite  the  fashion. 

Until  this  year  there  has  always  been  a  Sunday-school  for 
adults,  but  the  many  classes  increased  beyond  our  bounds,  and  so 
^ere  united  into  one,  and  the  lesson  given  from  the  pulpit.  In  or- 
der further  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  things,  a  Sunday- 
school  was  formed  for  young  children,  which  has  been  attended 
by  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  children,  and  is  only  limited  to  this 
number  for  want  of  room.  These  are  divided  into  classes  of  from 
ten  to  twelve  each,  and  taught  by  some  of  our  older  pupils. 

In  Tarsus  we  have  had  three  schools  instead  of  two,  the  pupils 
numbering  about  one  hundred.  The  women  there  have  carried  on 
a  Thursday  prayer-meeting  among  themselves,  and  the  regular  at- 
tendance has  been  much  larger  than  last  year. 

The  school  in  Kozolook  numbers  fifty,  besides  the  fifteen  young 
married  women  who  receive  instruction  from  Miriam  Kiipelian, 
our  teacher  there.  Those  who  came  out  at  the  time  of  the  famine 
remain  firm,  and  Kozolook  is  really  entirely  Protestant  Christian. 

In  Sis  there  is  a  school  of  fifty  children.  The  work  there  has 
not  equaled  the  hopes  we  had  in  the  autumn. 

At  Christian  Keog,  a  village  an  hour  from  Adana,  where  the 
work  is  all  the  result  of  this  year's  effort,  there  is  a  school  of  forty, 
and  during  the  winter  the  attendance  at  the  women's  meetings  has 
numbered  seventy-five. 


•  •  •- 


LETTER  FROM  MRS.  GULICK. 

FuKUOKA,  May  21,  1888. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Miller:  ...  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  climate, 
but  the  intense  character  of  the  work  here,  and  the  constant  pres- 
sure one  is  under,  which  breaks  down  so  many  of  our  lady  mission- 
aries. To  those  who  «are  working  in  this  difficult  language,  spending 
hours  in  hearing  and  speaking  it,  when  very  anxious  that  every 
word  shall  convey  just  the  right  shade  of  meaning,  brings  great 
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weariness  to  the  head ;  and  if,  as  is  usual,  one  is  sittiug  on  the  feet 
upon  the  iloor,  with  no  support  for  the  back,  weariness  to  the 
body  also.  It  is  hard  not  to  overdo  where  tliero  is  so  much  wait- 
in  <;^  to  bo  done.  I  take  the  Advance^  and  exceedingly  enjoy  the 
reports  of  the  Friday  meetings. 

But  you  want  to  hear  something  of  our  work. 

Our  family  having  made  many  long  visits  to  this  island,* 
finally  moved  to  Kumamoto  last  October.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark, 
who  had  just  arrived  from  America,  came  with  us,  and  we  were 
under  one  roof  for  several  weeks,  till  they  succeeded  in  renting  a 
house  for  themselves.  On  the  4th  of  January  we  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  welcoming  our  sister.  Miss  Julia  Gulick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  L. 
(xulick,  and  my  cousin,  Miss  Martha  Clark.  So  we  have  quite  a 
family  station,  and  feel  ourselves  particularly  blessed  in  being 
permitted  to  work  together.  Our  prayer  that  these  relatives 
might  bo  allowed  to  join  us  in  work  for  Eiushu  is  thus  answered, 
and  we  are  happy  and  thankful.  The  young  people  are  hard  at 
work  studying  the  language,  but  they  are  also  helping  by  teaching^ 
in  the  schools. 

A  boys'  school  was  commenced  a  year  ago  by  the  Christian 
people,  which,  although  conducted  under  difficulties,  for  want  of 
suitable  buildings,  has  rapidly  increased  in  numbers.  Plain,  cheap 
buildings  are  now  going  up  just  outside  the  city  in  a  pleasant  situ- 
ation. These  are  paid  for  with  money  raised  among  friends  here 
or  lent  at  a  low  rate  of  interest;  and  under  Mr.  Ebina,  the  talented 
principal,  the  school  bids  fair  to  become  a  flourishing  institution, 
and  a  blessing  to  the  island.  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  S.  L.  Gulick 
teach  regularly  in  the  school,  and  their  wives  have  also  taught- 
occasionally. 

The  girls*  school,  also  begun  last  fall  by  the  Christian  people, 
is  still  small,  but  is  gradually  increasing  in  numbers.  This  term 
it  has  about  thirty  pupils,  half  of  them  boarders.  Mrs.  Ebina,  a 
graduate  of  Kioto  Girls'  School,  is  the  principal;  and  our  Mis& 
Clark,  one  of  Mt.  Ilolyoke's  daughters,  is  teaching  classes  in 
English.  Miss  Julia  Gulick  also  teaches  the  Bible  twice  a  week. 
Everything  is  very  plain,  and  the  boarders  do  the  work  of  the 
house,  thus  bringing  the  cost  of  board  down  to  one  yen  twenty 
sen  (or  one  dollar  in  gold)  each  per  month.  Tuition  fees  are 
thirty  cents  per  month,  which  pays  the  wages  of  the  J^apancse 
teachers.  The  rent  and  otlier  expenses  are  paid  by  monthly  sub- 
scriptions from  the  Christians  here,  in  sums  ranging  from  five 
cents  to  two  dollars.  The  school  is  entirely  under  the  care  of 
Japanese    Christians.      We    help   them   as  we  can.      Some  girls 

*Kinsliii,  the  most  southerly  island  of  Japan. 
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Tvliose  parents  cannot  afford  even  the  small  sum  (two  dollars  a 
month  covers  everything)  required  to  send  them  to  school,  are 
begging  for  the  privilege  of  attending.  We  shall  try  to  help  them 
to  go. 

This  island  is  behind  other  parts  of  Japan  in  the  matter  of 
female  education,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  signs  of  awakening  in 
the  matter.  We  hope  in  time  to  secure  good  buildings,  when  we 
are  sure  the  numbers  will  increase  rapidly.  But  we  must  wait; 
for  our  Christian  community  is  neither  numerous  nor  wealthy,  and 
they  are  carrying  heavy  loads  now. 

The  church  in  Kumamoto  numbers  about  ninety;  but  many  of 
these  are  students,  and  do  not  add  to  its  money-giving  or  working 
power.  Tliere  are  a  number  of  earnest  women  in  the  church,  who 
ure  anxious  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  Bible,  for  their  own 
sake,  and  also  that  they  may  teach  it  to  others.  Meeting  with 
twelve  or  more  of  these  women  two  afternoons  of  each  week,  and 
studying  with  them  the  ever  now  Gospel  of  John,  has  been  one  of 
the  pleasures  of  tliis  last  winter. 

On  Wednesdays  I  have  met  a  large  class  who  wish  to  learn 
knitting  and  other  fancy  work.  Before  beginning  this,  we  spend 
half  an  hour  in  reading  and  explaining  a  portion  of  Scripture. 
Mrs.  Clark  has  assisted  in  this,  and  some  of  the  women  have 
learned  so  rapidly  as  to  be  able  to  teach  others.  Tliis  class  is 
under  the  auspices  of  a  Ladies'  Society  of  our  church-members, 
who  hope  it  may  open  the  way  for  loading  many  to  come  and  learn 
of  Christ.  This  society  has  also  a  monthly  mefeting,  in  which  are 
given  addresses  on  various  topics  of  interest.  I  gave  one  talk  to 
them  on  the  condition  of  women  in  other  lands.  In  preparing  this 
talk  I  was  impressed  anew  with  tiie  superiority  of  the  position  of 
women  in  .Japan  over  most  heathen  countries;  but  how  great  the 
contrast  between  them  and  the  women  of  Christian  lands ! 

A  great  deal  is  said  and  written  now  about  the  elevation 
of  women  in  Japan.  Evidently  many  feel  that  to  adopt  foreign 
dress  and  manners  is  to  take  a  great  step  i-n  the  right  direction; 
and  so  they  are  changing  a  style  of  dress  becoming  and  comfort- 
able to  them,  and  in  which  they  often  show  much  taste,  for  ours,  -< 
or,  in  many  cases,  for  a  caricature  of  ours,  for  of  course  they  have 
not  learned  to  adapt  our  style  to  their  own  needs.  I  am  glad  to 
say  these  innovations  have  not  reached  this  part  of  Japan  except 
in  the  m.atter  of  dressing  the  hair. 

But  to  return  to  the  work.  Sundays  have  been  very  full.  An 
exposition  of  the  Scriptui-e  by  the  pastor,  and  then  Sunday-school, 
attended  by  nearly  the  entire  congregation,  and  numbering  about 
a  hundred,  occupies  the  forenoon.     In  the  afternoon  the  school- 
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girls  come  to  our  liouse  and  sin^  hymns  with  Miss  Clark,  and  I 
toll  them  a  Htory  from  the  Old  Testament  which  they  have  not  yet 
read.  In  the  evening  there  is  a  preaching  service,  numbering  b^ 
tween  one  and  two  hundred. 

Calling  and  receiving  calls  takes  up  more  or  less  of  every  mis- 
sionary lady's  time,  and  is  sometimes  unsatisfactory,  becaose  so 
many  callers  come  from  curiosity  or  to  display  and  exercise  their 
English.  But  it  gives  an  opportunity  to  speak  a  few  woids  about 
Christianity,  or  give  a  leaflet,  or  invite  some  one  to  church.  When 
our  callers,  as  they  often  do,  really  desire  to  hear  of  the  true  way, 
what  joy  to  tell  to  such  the  "  old,  old  story.*' 
*  Some  weeks  since  three  young  men  from  the  other  end  of  the 
town  came  to  hear  of  the  gospel,  and  after  a  short  talk  asked  if 
they  might  come  regularly  and  read  the  Bible  with  me.  At  first 
they  came  twice  a  week,  and  then  daily,  and  two  of  them  are  evi- 
dently deeply  interested  in  the  Bible  study. 

The  winter  passed  quickly  away,  and  with  the  spring  the  tour- 
ing begins.  This  is  a  very  important,  but  very  wearisome  part  of 
a  missionary's  life.  To  the  Christian  living  in  places  far  from  the- 
centrcs,  the  coming  of  the  missionary,  gentleman  or  lady,  is  eagerly 
looked  forward  to,  and  the  visit,  be  it  longer  or  shorter,  is  never 
quite  long  enough.  Scarce  a  moment  of  rest  is  allowed  the  visitor, 
but  cither  in  meetings  or  talking  with  callers  at  his  or  her  room  in 
the  hotel,  sitting  on  the  floor  as  nearly  according  to  the  Japanese 
custom  as  possible,  mind  and  body  are  kept  on  the.  stretch  from 
morning  until  a  lat6  hour  at  night. 

It  is  a  blessed  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  do  this  work,  and 
happy  are  they  who  have  the  strength  for  it. 

^Ir.  Gulick  and  liis  sister  made  a  most  interesting  tour  of  a 
month  in  Southern  Kiusliu,  finding  everywhere  people  who  gath- 
ered in  crowds  to  hear  the  gospel.  Meetings  for  women  alone, 
addressed  by  sister  and  her  woman  helper,  were  attended  by  two 
and  three  hundred  women,  who  listened  attentively  to  what  was. 
said.  If  we  had  two  or  three  ladies  who  had  the  language  and 
could  tour,  there  would  be  abundance  of  work  for  them.  Wo 
want  to  call  loud  for  one  or  two  single  ladies  for  this  work. 
Through  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  large  island  they  would 
find  everywhere  those  who  rejoice  to  loarn  the  "way  of  life."  Sis- 
ter is  not  very  strong,  and  came  home  quite  sick  from  her  tour. 

My  husband  and  I  have  now  been  from  home  three  weeks  on  a 
tour  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island.  Wo  have  visited  four  dif- 
ferent cities,  but  have  spent  most  of  our  time  here,  where  we  have 
had  a  work  for  several  years,  and  where  wo  have  spent  more  or 
less  time  every  spring  and  fall  for  four  years.     The  church  has 
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been  pastorless  for  more  than  a  year,  but  a  few  faithful  ones  have 
looked  after  the  other  members  and  kept  up  the  prayer-meetings, 
so  that  we  were  rejoiced  to  find  more  life  in  the  church  than  we 
had  dared  hope  for.  Six  were  baptized  last  Sabbath.  Others  are 
interested,  and  we  hope  before  long  a  pastor  may  be  found  for  thi» 
needy  people. 

This  place  is  two  days*  ride  from  our  home  at  Kumamoto,  but 
when,  two  or  three  years  hence,  a  raih-oad  takes  the  place  of  jin- 
rikishas,  it  will  be  only  a  few  hours. 

By  the  way,  a  change  in  the  style  of  jinrikishas  within  a  few 
months  illustrates  the  power  of  the  Government.  Formerly  each 
was  decorated,  according  to  the  taste  of  its  owner,  with  animals, 
flowers,  and  every  imaginable  device,  which  were  displayed  on  the 
sides  and  backs.  But  foreigners  made  sport  of  this  in  their  news- 
papers, and  the  Japanese  cannot  bear  to  be  laughed  at;  so  a  decree 
went  forth  that  all  the  little  carriages  used  should  be  good  ones, 
freshly  painted,  like  Venetian  gondolas,  in  sombre  black,  and  now 
riders  can  no  longer  amuse  themselves  with  the  fantastic  or  artis- 
tic devices  of  the  back  of  the  jinrikisha  in  front  of  them. 

*>» 


CHINA. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTER  FROM  MRS.  GOODRICH. 

TuNG-CHO,  March,  1888. 

We  see  a  gradual  breaking  up  of  the  fallow  ground  in  this  vi- 
cinity, and  our  work  in  all  directions  shows  signs  of  advance.  My 
husband  is  pastor  this  year,  and  so  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  fill 
in  with  many  forms  of  service,  besides  some  regular  teaching. 
There  are  sick  to  care  for,  poor  to  advise  and  help,  and  those  wha 
need  comfort  to  be  ministered  to.  I  succeeded  in  sending  twa 
girls  to  Bridgman  School,  and  one  I  persuaded  to  unbind  her  feet, 
I  have  also  persuaded  my  baby's  nurse  to  unbind  her  child'a 
cramped  stumps,  by  providing  the  first  shoes  and  stockings,  which 
is  a  little  bait.  No  stockings  are  required  for  bound  feet,  and  the 
shoes  needed  are  more  expensive  as  the  feet  grow  larger  and 
stronger. 

Twice  since  my  return  I  have  ventured  from  home  half  a  day  to 
go  with  Mrs.  Beach  to  a  village  where  our  Wen-lin  and  Jennie  live, 
Wen-lin  is  a  helper,  who  was  taken  in  childhood  by  my  husband 
and  educated.  He  was  betrothed  and  married  in  the  Chinese 
fashion,  except  where  it  was  heathen.  Just  before  we  went  to 
America,  Jennie,  his  wife,  was  a  Peking  schoolgirl,  and  they  are 
both  true  missionaries  in  a  village  of  about  six  thousand  inhab- 
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itanto,  where  they  are  bravely  living  down  opposition  and  unfriend. 
liucsB,  and  trying  to  win  bouIs  to  heaven  and  goodness.  They  have 
a  pleasant  Christian  home,  where  their  little  baby  girl  makes  sun- 
shine for  them.  Jennie  is  neat,  dainty,  and  loving  in  all  her  ways, 
a  beautiful  seamstress,  and  their  home  is  a  model  one  to  all  about 
them.  She  has  three  daily  pupils,  little  girls  whom  she  has  won, 
to  learn  to  read ;  another,  by  her  influence,  has  gone  to  Peking. 
Both  times  I  was  there,  so  great  crowds  of  women  and  children 
gathered  that  we  talked  ourselves  hoai-se  telling  Bible  stories  and 
explaining  the  way  of  life.  So  we  had  no  time  to  visit  with  Jen- 
nie, but  have  invited  her  to  spend  a  week  here  next  month,  that 
she  may  go  to  church  and  meet  and  pray  with  Christian  people. 
A  stream  must  be  fed,  or  it  will  run  dry. 

Jennie's  little  daughter  calls  me  ^*  Grandmother."  If  she 
spoke  it  in  English  it  might  bo  a  little  startling,  but  the  Chinese 
softens  it  somewhat;  and  I  quite  enjoy  seeing  the  little  mouth 
purse  itself  to  say,  "  Xi,  Ni,"  as  the  little  finger  points  toward  me. 

My  Girls*  Day  School  began  over  a  month  ago,  and  I  cannot  tell 
you  how  much  I  enjoy  it.  I  have  so  many  new  scholars  I  feci  quite 
elated.  I  have  fourteen  girls,  four  little  boys,  and  a  part  of  the 
time  Mrs.  Shefiicld's  three  little  daughters  join  us,  making  twenty- 
one  in  nil. 

One  of  my  former  pupils,  whom  wo  sent  to  Peking,  where  she 
remained  three  years,  was  married  last  fall.  She  comes  to  me 
twice  a  week  to  recite  in  (fcncsis  and  geography  with  Mary,  my 
oldest  pupil,  and  the  pride  of  my  heart.  Mary  is  now  studying  the 
classics,  which  I  explain  to  her.  Before  I  went  home  she  had 
recited  three  of  the  Gospels,  and  studied  Old  and  New  Testament 
History  and  Gospel  Harmony.  I  am  now  giving  her  selections 
from  the  Epistles. 

Wo  are  somewhat  crowded  in  our  present  quarters,  especially 
when  it  comes  time  for  writing  exercises,  but  it  is  nicer  than  to 
have  too  mucli  room.  I  long  to  have  some  tables  and  low  seats, 
instead  of  sitting  on  the  kang  "  a  la  Turk."  My  little  girls  are 
Ijarning  to  sew,  and  on  Fridays  I  always  try  to  have  something 
out  of  tlie  ordinary  line  for  them.  Once  we  spent  the  time  pasting 
their  pictuio  cards  on  a  strip  of  blue  cambric;  once  we  had  a  treat 
of  peaiuits  and  sugared  nuts;  and  last  Friday  we  i»layed  drop  the 
liandkerchief,  only  I  changed  it  a  little  to  conform  to  Chinese  pro- 
prieties, and  when  a  player  was  caught  obliged  her  to  make  the 
Chinese  salaam  before  being  released. 

One  would  think  my  little  boys  had  stepped  right  out  of  the 
Bible  from  their  names, — Titus,  Samuel,  and  Luke.  '*  Constant 
Oraco"  has  a  grandmother  who  is  a  Christian,  but  his  parents. 


JAPAN.  357 

though  they  have  given  up  their  idols,  think  the  way  of  the  Cross 
too  rough  a  road  for  them.  Eight  heathen  and  seven  Christian 
homes  are  represented  in  my  school.  How  earnestly  I  pray  that 
these  little  ones  may  lead  their  parents  to  Jesus.  *'  A  little  child 
^hall  lead  them  '';  why  not  my  little  ones? 

Do  our  hearts  go  out  to  the  home-land  and  the  workers  there? 
If  our  letters  fail  to  assure  you  of  this,  it  is  because  we  are  so 
anxious  to  tell  the  story  of  work  here, —  your  work, —  done  through 
your  gifts  and  your  prayers.  God  grant  that  our  prayers  may 
bring  down  blessings  on  you  and  the  dear  land  we  never  loved  so 
much  as  when  we  left  it. 


-«♦»- 


JAPAN. 


Dear  Coral  Workers:  Japan  is  not  among  the  mission  fields 
which  you  are  studying  this  year,  but  it  is  a  most  interesting  coun- 
try, and  its  people  are  among  the  most  interesting  of  all  foreign 
nations.  And  so  we  have  begged  the  privilege  of  copying  these 
few  sentences  for  you  from  the  letter  of  one  of  our  dear  mission- 
aries who  has  been  a  little  more  than  a  year  in  Japan,  trying  to 
learn  the  language  (which  is  a  very  difficult  one),  and  teaching  in 
a  large  school  for  girls  in  the  city  of  Osaka.     [  Editor.] 

"Many,  many  of  these  people  worship  stone  and  wooden  idols; 
others  pray  to  the  sun  and  animals;  even  foxes  are  worshiped. 
One  of  my  pupils  told  me  that  her  grandmother  has  nearly  a  thou- 
sand gods,  and  when  she  heard  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  she  added 
him  to  her  other  gods,  and  thought  she  could  worship  him  with 
the  rest.  Let  us  hope  that  she  will  learn  that  his  is  '  the  only  name 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.' 

**  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  missionaries  began  to  work  in 
Japan.  The  Roman  Catholics  came  about  two  hundred  years  ago 
and  made  many  converts,  but  were  afterward  driven  out,  and  many 
put  to  death.  After  that,  for  many  years,  the  cross  was  trampled 
upon  in  some  public  place  every  year,  to  show  the  hatred  which 
the  people  had  for  the  religion  which  it  represented.  But  now  it 
is  no  longer  a  forbidden  faith;  and  through  the  labors  of  our  mis- 
sionaries many  of  the  people  have  embraced  the  Christian  faith, 
and  churches  and  Christian  schools  are  found  in  many  places. 
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"  In  the  school  where  I  teacli  there  are  about  three  hundred  and 

sixty  pupils.    Some  of  theKo  come  mostly  to  learn  the  Kngliith  Ian- 

giui<;c,  which  the  two  foreign  ladies  teach.     The  name  of  our 

school  is  'Baikwa  Jo  Gakko.'     'Haikwa'  means  a  plum-blossom, 

'Jo'  means  girls,  and   *Gakko'   means  school;  so  you  see  the 

name  is  *  Plum-Blossom  Girls'  School.'    Plum-blossoms  are  yery 

much  cherished  by  the  Japanese,   and  they  would  often  rather 

pick  and  enjoy  them  than  wait  for  the  plums  themselyes;  and  they 

succeed  in  making  them  grow  to  gi*eat  size,  and  sometimes  quite 

double.    So  you  see  that  in  their  opinion  this  is  a  yery  beautiful 
name  for  a  school. 

**  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  girls  board  at  the  school,  and 

many  of  these  attend  church,  and  learn  of  Jesus.    The  rest  are 

day  scholars,  and  we  have  often  to  say  '  No'  to  those  who  would 

like  to  come,  because  there  is  not  room  for  them." 


■♦-♦^ 


REASONS  FOR  THANKSGIVING. 

Since  last  we  met  to  bring  our  thank-offerings  to  God,  he  has 
blessed  the  Avork  of  missions  in  many  ways.  Let  us  praise  him  for 
the  help  of  his  countenance.  The  following  are  but  a  few  of 
the  things  which  should  call  forth  our  gratitude  and  our  offer- 
ings ;  — 

The  World's  Missionary  Conference  in  London:  The  harmony 
that  prevailed;  the  stimulus  given  to  the  far-reaching  work;  the 
place  accorded  to  woman's  Avork. 

The  restoration  of  peace  in  Micronesia :  And  because  our  work 
has  not  been  uprooted  in  Ponape. 

The  increased  number  of  girls  in  the  schools  at  Ponape  and 
Kusaic. 

The  prevalence  of  peace  almost  throughout  the  world:  The 
peace  of  Europe  has  remained  unbroken,  so  that  the  Bulgarian 
Mission  has  not  been  trampled  under  feet  of  war. 

A  prospect  of  plenty  in  the  famine  regions  of  Turkey  where  our 
missions  are  located. 

The  first  convert  has  been  gathered  in  the  Shansi  Mission. 

Addition  to  the  church  in  Madura, —  the  fruit  of  revival  in  Miss 
Swift's  school. 

No  check  has  come  to  the  rapid  progress  in  Japan. 

The  perpetual  ingathering  of  souls  in  Japan,  especially  the 
eighty-two  from  the  Doshisha. 

The  *^  student  volunteers,^^  looking  with  hope  and  longing 
towjird  the  whitening  fields. 
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The  fifty  students  in  the  schools  at  Tung-cho. 

The  religious  awakening  in  the  Zulu  Mission,  Africa. 

The  awakening  at  Kalgan,  China. 

Quickening  of  interest  at  Ordoo,  on  the  Black  Sea. 


•  »•■ 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF   THE  INTERIOR. 

Mils.  J.  13.  LEAKE,  Treasukke. 
Receifis  from  June  18  to  July  18,  1888. 


ILLINOIS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockf  ord,  Treas.  Ashkum, 
Mrs.  Mead,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Jennie  Packard,  25;  Al- 
ton, 5.25 ;  Buda,  10 ;  Chicago, 
Plymouth  Cli.,  171.70,  New 
Eng.  Ch.,  69,  Western  Ave. 
Cli.,22;  Oalesburg,  Brick  Ch., 
45,  First  Cli.  of  Christ,  37.50; 
Hinsdale^  G7.09;  Ivanhoe,  2; 
Kewanee,  30:  Noponset,  6.30: 
Ottawa,  50  \  Jiockford,  Second 
Ch.,  16.50;  Sycamore,  18.66; 
Wilmette,  11.3(>, 

Juxiou:  Chicago,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  Y.  P.  S.,  25.82,  Union 
Park  Ch..  Y.  L.  S.,  100,  First 
Ch.,  Y.  W.  S.,  104;  Evanston, 
Y.  L.  S.,  24;  Lake  View,  7; 
Washington  Heights,  40, 

Juvenile:  Annawan,  Willing: 
Workers,  12;  Buda,  Cheerful 
Workers,  5 ;  C/iicagro, Western 
Ave.StarSoc'y,31 ;  Galesburg, 
First  Ch.  of  Christ,  11.59; 
Geneva,  3;  Lake  View,!;  La 
Grange,  Cheerful  Civers,  25; 
Ontario,  Willinp:  Workers, 
15;  Princeton,  Samaritan 
Uand,  IG;  Providence,  5.10; 
IVilmette,  5, 

Sunday-school:  Chicago, 
Plymouth  Ch., 

Famine  relief  fund,  Hamil- 
ton, A.  L.  S., 


587  36 


300  82 


135  69 

18  09 

2  00 


Total, 


1,043  96 


INDIANA. 


Branch.— Mrs.  N.  A. 

Indianapolis,  Treas. 
cmolis,    Mayflower 
Terre  Haute,  Aux., 


Hyde,  of 
Indian- 
Ch.,  25; 
12.75,  37 


To 


Total, 

IOWA. 

Branch. —  Mrs.    K.  R.  Potter, 
.    of  (rrinnell,  Treas.    Burling- 
ton, 71;  Creston,  Pilgrim  Ch., 


37  75 


10;  Cherokee,  6.50;  CJiester 
Centre,  lo;  Grintiell,  26.78; 
Joiva  City,  12;  Le  Afars,  11.25; 
Montour,  8.32;  Preston,  10; 
Jied  Oak,  10;  Tipton,  10,  185  85 

Junior:  Decorah,  10;  Iowa 
City,  10;   Grinnell,  16.78,  36  78 

Juvenile:  Davenport,  Sun- 
beams, 15,  Wide- Awakes,  5; 
Grinnell,  Busy  Bees,  East 
Branch,  15.43,  West  Branch, 
15.43;  South  Branch,  27.22; 
RicevUle,   5,  83  08 

Sunday-schools:  Bell  Plain, 
Birthday  Boxes,!. 56 ;GrinyieZi, 
102.08,  103  64 

Total,  409  36 


KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 

of   Leavenworth,   Treas. 

Auburn,    10;    Newton,    1.20; 

Sabetha,  4, 
Junior:  Manhattan,  Y.  P.  S. 

C.  E., 
Juvenile:  Newton, 

Total, 


15  20 

7  00 
25 

22  45 


MICHIGAN. 

P»RANcn.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  A  Friend, 
1 ;  Alam,o,  L.  M.  S.,  4,  Mrs.  A. 
Overacker,  1;  Charlotte,  30; 
Detroit,  First  Ch.,  105.54, 
Woodward  Ave.  Ch.,  50, 
Trumbull  Ave.  Ch.,  10;  Jack- 
son, 100;  Memphis,  5;  Union 
City,  1(»;  Stanton,  25;  Ver- 
montvUle,  7.60,  360  14 

Junior:  Detroit,  First  Ch.,  66, 
Woodward  Ave.  Ch.,  54.80; 
Jackson,  100 ;  Nashville,  3.05,    222  85 

Juvenile:  Douglas,  Light- 
J5earers,  21.18 ;  Vernon,  Cheer- 
ful Givers,  23,  44  18 

Sunday-schools:  Lansing, 
13.21 ;  South  Haven,  6.53,         18  74 


Total, 


635  91 
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MI!C!f1MOTA. 

niiANrii.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liaiiis,  of  Northliolil,  Treafl. 
jiuatin,  Vi.'M]  Mapleton,  2.fiO; 
J/inncaiwUSt  riyiiioiirh  Ch., 
li4L».62;  SUrling,  6.:M),  2C3  72 

JuMoic  Amtin,  12.41;  Jillnne- 
ajMliA^  First  Ch.,  34  M,  Ply- 
mouth Ch..  21.25;  St.  Paid, 
Turk  Ch.,  30;  IVinofUi,  First 
Ch.,  49,  147  10 

Juvknile:  MitmeapoHSf  Pil- 
grim Ch.,  Mios.  Hand,  C  OO 


Total, 


MISSOURI. 


416  88 


BRANon.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave,  St. 
I^ouis,  Treas.  Kaunas  City, 
Mrs.   E.   L.   Patcli.  1  00 

JUNioii:  St.  AoMi-J,  Pilgrim  Ch., 

y.  L.,  75,  75  00 

JirvEMLK:  St.  /,©»//«, Plymoiith 
Ch.,  Miss.  Itand,  '20\'Amityt 
Miss.  Baud,  4,  24  00 


Total, 


100  00 


OHIO. 


BRANrii.— Mrs.  Goo.  IT.  Ely, 
of  Klyria,  Treas.  Cincimiailf 
Central  Ch. ,07.80;  Cleveland, 
First  Ch.,  52,  Plymouth  Ch., 
85.17;  Columbus,  Eastwood 
Ch.,  \n; Hudson,  8.05,  E.  E.  M., 
10.95;  Jefferson,  5:  Madison, 
lono  L.  Hmith, 2 ;  Marblehead, 
10..')5;  Marietta,  First  Ch.,  50; 
Wayne,  10,  31C  52 

JrxioK:  Cleveland^  Plymouth 
Cl».,  Y.  I,.  S.,  10;  Paihesville, 
Lake  Erie  Sem.,  Y.  L.  S.,  31 ; 
Marietta,  First  Ch.,  Y.  L.  S., 
50,  91  00 

JiTVEXiLK :  lierea.  Willing 
Workers,  10;  Cinein7iati, 
Central  Ch.,  Willing  Work- 
ers, 20;  ^Yevc7am/,  First  Ch., 
Boys'  and  Girls'  M.  B.,  0.05; 
Wayne,  Buds  of  IMomise,  5,      41  05 

Pi:  XI)  AY-SCHOOL :  Fredericks- 
burg, 5  00 


Total,  453  57 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Iliram  R.Jones, 
of Pucl)lo,Col., Treas.  Crested 
Jiutte,5.1lj;  Greeley,  12;  Den- 
ver,"WQ^t  Ch. ,  20 ;  Whitewater, 
Mrs.  Pickett,  2,  39  75 

JtiNioR:  Denver,  West  Ch.,  Y. 
P.  S.  C.  E.,  7  50 

Total,  47  25 


80C7TH  DAJCOT^. 

Brakoh.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wflder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Dtad^ 
wood,  16.35;  YahkUmt  %M,       21  60 

Junior:  SUntx  FalUt  Kiog't 
Daughters,  5,  5  00 

J  i:  V  ENILK :  Badger,  Armor- 
Bearers,  4.36;  Iroguoia, 
Young  Helpers,  for  Morning 
Star,  1.10,  5  46 


Total, 


32  06 


WISCONSIN. 


BKANcn.— Mrs.  R.  Colmm,  of 
Whitewat-er,  Treas.  Apple- 
ton,  14.80;  Brandon,  11 ;  DetOr- 
van,  31.35;  Eau  Claire,  16; 
Elkhorti,  Miss  M.  A.  Hand,  6; 
Lancaster,  2.S0;  Maiaaha,  7; 
MUwa*tkee,  Grand  Ave.  Ch., 
31.75,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  6  33:  River 
Falls,  2i ;  Bipoti,  26 ;  Racine^ 
102;  Whitewater,  b,  279  78 

Junior:  Burlington,  Y.  L., 
3.75;  Brandon,  Y.  L.,  6.40; 
Fox  Zfr/r0,  College  Soc.,  12.12; 
Milwaukee,  Plymouth  Ch., 
Emergency  Girls,  10;  Pitte- 
ville.  King's  Soldiers,  6; 
River  Falls,  Ha6i\n  Band,  6; 
Windsor,  Y.  L.,  6.76,  48  02 

JiTVKNiLK:  Brandon,  Leon  and 
Lenora  Paliston,2:  t/ane8t;iZ2e, 
Mission  Band,  6;  Lancaster, 
Shining  Lights,  14.20;  River 
Falls,  M.  S.  Band,  7,  28  20 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 


356  95 
17  11 


338  84 


FLORIDA. 

Trrm/xi.— First  Ch.,  Aux.  Soc'y,    17  00 

Total,  17  00 

TURKEY. 

Marash.—  Lighters    of    Dark- 
ness,  per  Miss  Shattuck,         14  90 


Total, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


14  99 


Sale  of  leaflets,  14.81 ;  tliauk-oif. 
boxes,  1.95;  Chinese  embroid- 
ery, 2;  cash  by  mail,  2;  box 
for  Ruk,  1.20,  21  96 

Total,  21  06 

Receipts  for  month,  3,591  97 

I'reviously  acknowledged,       23,340  26 

Total  since  October,  $26,932  22 


JUNE   MEETING. 

The  vacation  season  having  begun,  tlio  number  was  smaller 
tliau  usual  of  those  who  gnthered  for  our  monthly  meeting,  in  the 
pleasant  chapel  of  Plymouth  Church,  San  Franoisco.  Our  Presi- 
dent being  absent  on  an  Easteiii  trip,  Mrs.  Scudder  presided;  and 
the  meeting  took  its  keynote  from  the  fortieth  chapter  of  Isaiah, 
and  that  stirring  liymn  of  prophecy,  "  Jesus  shall  reign,"  was 
BUug.  News  was  given  from  the  school  in  San  Sebastian,  Spain; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  welcome  Miss  Denton,  our  new 
appointee  to  Japan,  who  was  soon  to  visit  San  Francisco.  Miss 
Denton  is  already  becoming  endeared  to  us  through  her  letters, 
and  it  will  ho  mutually  helpful  and  pleasant  for  ub  to  meet  before 
Blie  departs  for  her  work  aud  ours  in  the  Sunrise  Kingdom.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Gordon,  of  Kyoto,  congratulating  the 
ladies  of  our  Boai-d  upon  the  choice  of  Miss  Denton  as  their  rep- 
resentative. A  letter  from  Miss  Gniinison  was  presented,  and 
photograptiE  of  the  Kobe  school,  just  received,  were  exhibited; 
and  tlius  we  were  brought  nearer  to  our  loved  worker  in  her  far- 
away home. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  somewhat  cheering;  and  we  ad- 
journed with  hope  that  our  fiscal  year  would  close  i[i  brightness, 
with  obligations  met,  and  an  outlook  upon  enlarged  and  growing 
activities  in  the  coming  year. 


Our  eyes  almost  fail  for  watching  for  "  the  day  when  all  shall 
know  the  Lord."  Is  it  possiblo  that  tliese  little  meetings,  these 
few  timid  prayers,  these  often  slow,  dull  hearts,  do  anything  to 
furtiier  this  day?  Yes;  by  so  much  as  faith,  and  love,  and  sin- 
cerity, and  zeal  ent«r  int*  the  prayers  offered  and  the  words  spoken 
for  the  Master, — by  so  much  is  this  cause  advanced. 

"Prayer  moves  the  arm  that  moves  the  world."  And  mission- 
aries ask  for  our  prayers  again  and  again.  This  work  is  sustained 
by  the  prayers,  and  gifts,  and  sympathy  of  Christians  at  home; 
and  would  we  knew  of  some  method  to  reach  the  heart  of  evei-y 
woman  in  our  churches,  and  awaken  interest  in  this  work  which  ia 
carried  ou  in  obedience  to  our  Saviour's  command ! 
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In  that  momentous  hour  when  the  blessed  Master's  feet  rested 
for  the  last  time  on  Olivet's  sacred  brow,  when  the  attendant  an- 
gels were  waiting  with  the  cloudy  chaiiot  to  receive  him,  ere  lie 
was  *Maken  up*';  then  to  those  waiting  disciples  came  the  last 
coininand,  '^(ro  ye  into  all  the  world";  not  merely  to  the  *MoBt 
sheep  of  the  liouso  of  Israel.'*  They  had  I'ejected  him,  but  to 
**  every  creature  was  the  gospel  to  be  preached,"  and  they  were, 
by  their  spoken  or  written  words,  to  be  ''witnesses  in  the  utter- 
most ]>artK  of  the  earth."  And  so,  as  we  get  letters  from  China, 
India,  and  Africa,  and  the  '' isles  of  the  sea,"  telling  of  souls  won 
to  tills  Saviour  through  this  ''  witnessing"  of  the  disciples,  we  see 
in  it  all  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy  which  came  in  the  form  of 
a  command:  ''Ye  shall  be  witnesses  for  me  in  all  parts  of  the 
earth." —  From  ajtaper  by  Mrs,  S.  S.  Smith. 


-•-•-•- 


INDIA. 

Mrs.  IVrkinn  writes,  M.'\y  5th,  from  tbe  Madura  district:  — 

Ix  another  year  our  new  bungalow  at  Arapakoti  will  be  finished, 
and  then  I  hoi>c  we  shall  be  settled  for  the  next  seven  years.  I  do 
not  tliink  I  shall  ever  forget  our  first  journey  to  Mandapasalai. 

We  waited  rather  late  in  the  year,  until  wo  thought  the  rainy 
season  was  over,  and  started  one  clear  afternoon,  with  a  i*elay  of 
horses  to  1)e  used  over  the  best  part  of  the  road.  But  at  sunset 
the  clouds  began  to  gather,  and  instead  of  the  ride  imder  a  brill- 
iant Indian  moon,  we  found  ourselves  in  perfect  darkness  on  a  road 
we  had  never  traveled  over.  Part  of  the  way  lay  along  the  bank 
of  tanks,  and  we  did  not  know  when  we  should  tip  over. 

The  wind  howled  dismally  in  the  trees,  the  rain  beat  in  our 
faces,  and  our  lanterns  went  out.  At  last  we  saw  a  light  that  we 
thought  must  be  in  the  village  where  our  bullock  bandy,  in  which 
we  were  to  sleep,  was  waiting  for  us. 

It  seemed  to  keep  at  the  same  distance  for  an  intei*minable 
length  of  time;  and  when  at  last  we  did  reach  it,  to  our  groat  dis- 
may it  was  a  light  in  front  of  a  temple  on  an  isolated  hill.  We 
finally  did  get  to  our  bandy,  and  settled  ourselves  for  the  night; 
but  the  mosquitoes  nearly  devoured  us,  so  we  were  compelled  to 
move  on.  There  w\is  no  road  from  that  village  to  our  bungalow, 
seven  miles  away,  so  we  had  to  drive  straight  across  the  fields,  and 
it  was  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  wo  reached  our  new  home. 
The  storm  began  in  earnest  that  day,  and  continued  several  days; 
and  as  our  bungalow  was  in  the  midst  of  the  soft  cotton  soil,  it 
was  weeks  before  we  could  walk  out  of  sight  of  our  compound. 
Our  new  bungalow  will  be  ten  miles  from  there,  nearer  the  rail- 
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road,  and  right  on  the  Madura  public  road.  But,  better  than  all, 
it  is  just  outside  the  large  town  of  Arapakoti,  where  we  shall  find 
plenty  of  work,  especially  among  the  children.  I  hope  to  start 
again  the  little  Hindu  girls'  school  that  had  to  be  abandoned,  be- 
<;ause  the  teacher  was  so  shiftless  when  there  was  no  one  to  watch 
him. 

A  high-caste  girls'  school  needs  the  constant  supervision  of  a 
lady,  or  the  girls  will  not  attend.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  in  Madura  this  last  week,  caused  by  the  persecution  of 
the  Christians  by  the  heathen.  A  society  in  Madi*as  is  sending 
round  heathen  teachers  to  stir  up  the  people  to  resist  Christianity, 
-and  in  the  ti*acts  they  are  distributing  they  implore  them  to  close 
the  door  of  their  houses  on  the  Bible-women,  and  to  take  their 
children,  especially  their  girls,  away  from  the  mission  schools. 
Last  week  was  the  time  of  the  greatest  Hindu  feast,  and  not  only 
the  Madura  helpers  but  others  from  the  outside  stations  had  as- 
sembled to  preach  to  the  crowds  sure  to  be  gathered  there.  The 
heathen,  urged  on  by  their  priests,  attacked  the  Christians  in  the 
streets. 

Mr.  Jones,  who  is  stationed  in  Madura,  went  down  from  here 
as  soon  as  he  Tieard  of  it,  and  he  came  back  more  encouraged  than 
ho  has  been  for  some  time;  for  so  many  of  the  people  whom  he 
had  thought  indifferent  not  only  were  not  ashamed  of  the  name 
they  bore,  but  even  seemed  to  court  martyrdom. 

The  heathen  priests  resorted  to  all  kinds  of  tricks  to  impose  on 
the  people.  One  roan  threw  himself  down  before  one  of  the  priests 
and  said,  **Iwas  a  Christian  for  several  years  in  such  a  village, 
but  your  words  convince  me  the  Christian  religion  is  a  lie,  and 
your  religion  the  true  one.  I  want  you  to  put  the  sacred  ashes 
on  my  head  again."  The  town  mentioned  happened  to  be  under 
the  charge  of  a  catechist  who  was  standing  near  by,  and  when 
he  heard  the  man  he  said,  "Did  you  say  you  were  a  Christian 
in  such  a  village?  We  have  no  Christians  there."  So  these 
priests  had  actually  engaged  the  man  to  go  through  this  perform- 
ance before  the  people  and  pretend  he  was  willing  to  abandon 
Christianity.  But  we  all  think  this  opposition  is  better  than  the 
indifference  they  usually  show,  as  they  are  beginning  to  fear  the 
advance  Christianity  is  making  among  their  people. 


-♦♦♦- 


The  followiii};  address  is  from  the  students  of  Fasumalai  College^  who  go 
from  Mandapasalai  Station.    Mr.  Perkins  writes:  — 

*'  About  twelve  of  them  filed  into  our  house  to-day  to  pay  us  a 
Kew  Year's  call,  and  with  songs,  and  garlands  and  this  address 
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they  i^reeted  us.  There  were  some  bright,  hopeful-looking  young 
men.  Two  or  three  have  juBt  graduated,  and  I  am  going  to  give 
them  work  at  once.'' 

WELCOME  ADDRESS. 

Dear  Madam  and  Keverend  Sir:    We,   the  Kandapasalai 

students,  liaving  heard  that  you  were  appointed  to  take  the  charge 
of  this  stiition,  humbly  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  you,  and 
express  our  heartfelt  joy. 

When  the  late  lie  v.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilowland  had  been  on  a  fur- 
lougli  we  were  just  like  a  Hock  without  a  shepherd,  and  their  un- 
expected death  in  America  made  us  all  dejected  with  overwhelm* 
ing  grief.  But  we  are  now  happy  to  find  you  in  their  place.  We 
hope  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  try  your  best  for  the  growth 
in  Christiiin  grace,  for  our  education,  and  also  for  our  bodily  wel- 
fare. In  this  place,  which  was  destitute  of  life  during  the  last  two 
years,  we  are  glad  to  tind  boys'  and  girls'  boarding  schools  as  be- 
fore, and  to  find  yourself  and  Madam  conduct  the  missionary 
work  in  great  energy. 

We  wish  that  God's  choicest  blessings  may  be  poured  upon  yoiv 
so  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  live  long,  and  labor  prosperously  in 
the  service  of  our  dear  Master. 

We  beg  to  remain,  dear  Madam  and  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedient  Students. 


-♦♦i 


SPAIN. 

Mrs.  Qulick  writes,  June  2(1,  from  San  Sebastian :  — 

We  have  had  a  delightful  visit  from  Miss  Child,  of  the  Life  ani^ 
Light,  her  sister,  and  Miss  Topliff,  of  Boston.  You  can  imagine 
how  pleasant  it  was  for  as  to  have  some  friends  to  talk  over  mat- 
ters with.  I  hope  it  will  result  in  good  to  the  work.  .  .  .  The 
school  goes  on  steadily  growing,  and  tliis  year  it  has  been  evident 
that  there  has  been  better  work  than  ever  before.  The  longer  the 
girls  stay  here,  the  more  conscientiously  and  thoroughly  they  do 
their  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin,  of  the  Western  Turkey  Mission,  are  on 
the  eve  of  returning  to  their  field  after  a  much-needed  and  well- 
earned  rest  in  this  country.  They  have  been  relieved  from  an  ex- 
pected detention  for  work  in  Constantinople,  and  Mrs.  Baldwin 
writes,  "  We  are  free  to  go  back  to  our  own  dear  Broosa." 

We  look  forward  to  her  delightful  letters,  which  have  been  such 
an  inspiration  to  us  in  the  past,  and  through  which  the  Broos& 
school  has  been  made  so  real  to  us. 


OCTOBER,  ] 


SURVEY  OF  FOREIGN  WORK. 
By  special  request  we  ^ain  give  oui'  readers  a  sui'vey  of  our 
foreign  woik.  Wliile  a.  tlirilling  missiouary  letter  may  be  of  more 
interest  to  tlie  casual  reader,  we  tbink  a  glimpse  of  the  work  as  a 
wbole  will  be  valuable  to  our  workers  for  reforouco  iu  some  de- 
tails, and  as  a  comprebensive  view  of  the  results  of  tbeir  efforts. 
We  regret  tliat  our  space  wilt  only  give  the  briefest  outline,  and 
will  compel  us  to  defer  other  interesting  matter  to  future 
numbers. 

ZULU  MISSION,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Missionaries.— Mrs.  Mary  K.  Edwards.  Miss  Fidelia  Phelps,  Miss 
Martlm  E.  I'rtce,  nt  Llndley  (Si  niilcB  iiorthweBt  from  Durban);  SIlss 
Susan  Tyler  at  Umsunilnzl  (30  mllos  northwest  from  Darban) ;  Mliw  Ger- 
trude R.  Hanci;  at  Ifinvotl  (Jo  miles  northeaat  from  Durban! ;  Miaa  Annlo 
HcMahonjitMapuinulo  (SO  miles  north  from  Durban).    SCHOOU^Llndli 


ilnanda)  Female  Semlnaiy,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Edwanlfl,  Miaaos  Pliolps 
•rlcE,2abOftnlors,17aayJ!Cholar»; . " ■—-■--" ,._  ,_  ... 

ofMlas  Kiite  Hou  "  '    ' 

Soholars;  2  Iliblc- 


ifMlss  Kiite  Houseman  [suTOOrted  by  the  W 


Welch,  *■ 


The  luanda  Seminai7  is  i-ejoicing  in  its  enlarged  building,  the 
funds  for  which  were  largely  supplied  by  tlie  young  ladies'  and 
children's  societies  the  past  year.  An  account  of  its  opening  is 
given  by  Miss  Phelps  in  the  August  number.  During  the  pi-ocoss 
of  building  the  accommodations  wei-e  quite  limited,  so  that  the 
numbers  weio  somewhat  smaller  than  in  the  previous  year.     The 
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agricultural  work  done  by  tlic  girls  still  continues  a  success.  Mrs. 
Edwards,  aside  from  her  classes  in  the  school,  spends  three  hours 
a  day  superintending  this  department.  Of  the  girls  in  the  winter 
term  fourteen  were  members  of  the  church,  and  *'a  large  number 
of  others  believe  they  have  been  forgiven,  and  wish  to  unite." 
Three  have  asked  to  be  sent  to  teach  the  heathen  in  the  Zulu 
country.  Miss  Price,  who  is  still  in  this  country,  hopes  to  return 
to  her  post  during  the  autumn.  Miss  Pixley,  daughter  of  Kev.  S. 
C.  Pixley,  has  rendered  valuable  service  in  this  school  the  i>a8t 
year.  Miss  McMahon,  who  has  been  at  Mapumulo  a  little  over  a 
year,  while  gaining  the  language,  has  been  at  work  in  the  schools 
and  among  the  girls.  She  has  already  a  strong  influence  over  the 
pupils,  and  her  Bible-class  of  seventeen  members  is  very  success- 
ful. In  the  Umzumbi  Homo  Miss  Houseman  writes:  "God  is 
l)lessing  the  work  in  his  own  wise  way.  .  .  .  The  Home  is  attrac- 
tive to  the  children;  and  if  they  could  have  their  way,  we  would 
soon  be  like  the  old  woman  who  lived  in  the  shoe !  Many  of  them 
come  here  through  tears ;  when  tears  fail,  running  away  is  their 
next  resort.'' 

Miss  Ilance  still  remains  in  this  country,  seeking  health  and 
strength ;  the  Bible- women  and  kraal  schools  are  under  the  care  of 
the  married  ladies  at  Umvoti.  At  Urasunduzi  the  shadow  of  the 
death  of  our  dear  Mrs.  Tyler  still  hangs  over  the  station.  The 
missionary  circle  and  the  native  cimimunity  will  long  mourn  her 
loss.  Ilor  daughter,  Miss  Susan  Tyler,  has  bravely  taken  up  her 
mother's  work,  and  finds  a  warm  welcome  in  our  Board  and  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Branch,  wiio  supported  her  mother  so  many  years. 

WEST  CENTRAL  AFRICA  MISSION. 
Missionary.— Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Fay,  East  Central  Africa  Mission. 

The  work  in  this  station  is  still  in  its  beginnings,  bat  Mrs.  Fay  has 
made  good  progress  among  the  children.  She  first  gained  their 
hearts  by  picture-books,  singing,  and  other  delights,  and  has  since 
succeeded  in  organizing  a  promising  school.  It  has  its  fluctuations, 
as  must  inevitably  be  the  case  with  such  unformed  material,  but  is 
growing  in  steadiness  and  power. 

EUROPEAN  TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  Ellen  R.  Baird,  Mrs.  Fannie  G.  Bond,  Miss  Har- 
riet L.  Cole,  and  Miss  Helen  E.  Mathews,  at  Monastir  (400  miles  northwest 
of  Constantinople,  in  Macedonia);  Mrs.  Isabella  Clarke  and  Miss  Sara  E. 
Graves  at  Samokov  (300  miles  northwest  of  Constantinople) ;  Miss  Ellen 
M.  Stone  at  Thilippopolis  (150  miles  northwest  of  Constantinople) ;  seven 
Bible-women ;  three  day  schools. 

Of  the  general  work  in  this  mission  Mrs.  Clarke  of  Samokov 
writes:  "  We  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  progress  in  Christiaii 
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work  in  many  places.  The  truth  goes  marching  on,  undermining 
-deeply  rooted  prejudice  and  overcoming  opposition  in  its  course. 
The  Spirit  has  evidently  been  with  us  during  the  winter,  chiefly 
manifesting  its  power  among  the  pupils  of  our  two  mission  schools, 
the  permanent  results  of  which  the  future  alone  will  enable  us  to 
speak  with  confidence."  A  new  development-  in  the  Sabbath  con- 
gregations, is  a  goodly  number  of  children  from  families  outside 
the  Protestant  community;  they  also  attend  the  Sabbath-school 
quite  regularly,  notwithstanding  they  are  forbidden  to  come,  and  are 
threatened  in  various  ways  for  doing  so.  The  school  at  Samokov 
(supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  I.)  has  had  a  prosperous  year,  sixteen 
having  united  with  the  church.  Miss  Graves  resumed  her  place  in 
this  school  a  year  ago,  and  although  not  very  strong,  has  been  most 
successful  in  her  work.  The  school  at  Monastir  (supported  by  the 
W.  B.  M.  I.),  under  Miss  Cole's  care,  though  small,  is  doing  an  effi- 
cient work.  Of  the  pupils  in  the  regular  course,  all  but  two  are 
professing  Christians.  Miss  Helen  E.  Mathews  left  America  Aug. 
11th  for  Monastir,  to  give  Miss  Cole  the  assistance  she  has  needed 
so  long.  Mrs.  Bond,  besides  her  medical  work,  has  rendered 
assistance  in  the  school,  and  also  accompanied  her  husband  in  his 
tours  among  out-stations.  Mrs.  Baird  has  been  successfully  labor- 
ing among  the  women  in  the  city.  The  Bible-women  in  this  mis- 
sion '*have  filled  the  year  with  profitable  service,"  and  "other  con- 
secrated women,  catching  the  inspiration  of  their  example,  have 
rendered  valuable  aid."  A  new  feature  in  this  department  was  a 
special  effort  among  children.  Large  children's  meetings  have 
been  held  in  various  places,  and  there  have  been  many  conversions 
among  them.  An  organized  temperance  work  has  also  been  suc- 
cessfully inaugurated  by  the  Bible-women. 

WESTERN  TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Miss  Clara  Hamlin,  Miss  Isabel  F.  Docid,  Miss  Flora  A. 
Fensham,  Miss  Helen  E.  Melvin,  and  Miss  Ida  W.  Prime,  at  the  Constanti- 
nople Home;  Mrs.  Fannie  M.  Newell,  Miss  Olive N.  Twitchell,  Miss  Martha 
J.  Gleason,  at  Constantinople ;  Mrs.  Cathaiine  Parsons,  Miss  Laura  Farn- 
ham,  Miss  Marion  E.  Sheldon,  at  Adabazar  (about  60  miles  southwest  fiom 
Constantinople;  Miss  Mary  L.  Page,  Miss  Agnes  M.  Lord,  Miss  Emily 
McCallum,  at  Smyrna;  MisaPhebe  L.  Cull,  Miss  Helen  L.Wells,  at  Broosa 
(57  miles  southeast  from  Constantinople) ;  Mrs.  Myra  P.  Tracy,  Miss  Eliza 
Fritcher,  at  Marsovan  (about  350  miles  east  from  Constantinople);  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Closson,  Miss  Fannie  E.  Burrage,  at  Cesarea  (370  miles  southeast 
from  Constantinople) ;  Miss  Laura  B.  Charaberlin  at  Sivas  (400  miles 
southeast  from  Constantinople) .  Schools.— The  Constantinople  Home,  in 
charge  ot  Misses  Hamlin  and  Patrick  (Miss  Patrick  supported  by  W.  B. 
M.  I.),  47  boarders,  36  dayscholars ;  boarding  school  at  Talas,  in  charge  of 
Misses  Closson  and  Bun*age,  23  boarders,  3  day  scholars;  boarding  school 
at  Smyrna,  in  charge  of  Misses  Page,  Lord,  McCallum,  and  Lawrence  (Miss 
Lawrence  supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  I.),  22  boarders  and  58  day  scholars; 
boarding  school  at  Marsovan,  in  charge  of  Misses  Fritcher  and  Wright 
(Miss  Wright  supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  I.),  35  boarders,  57  day  scholars; 
boarding  school  at  Sivas,  in  charge  of  Miss  Chamberlin,  14  boarders,  26 
day  scholars.    Fifty-three  day  and  village  schools;  15  Bible-women. 
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Olio  of  the  brightest  spots  in  all  our  mission  work  is  our  Home 
at  Constantinople.  Beautiful  for  situation,  charming  in  its  sur- 
roundings, and  no  less  delightful  in  its  interior  workings,  it  is  a 
fitting  monument  to  a  Christianity  which  elevates  woman  to  so 
high  a  position.  The  more  than  usually  careful  inspection  of 
government  officers  has  caused  some  labor  and  anxiety  in  prepar- 
ing text-books  to  meet  the  requirements,  but  the  school  increases 
in  the  favor  of  the  community  year  by  year.  A  class  of  ten,  all 
but  one  earnest-hearted  Christians,  graduated  the  last  of  Jane. 
Barton  Hall  proving  too  small  for  those  who  desired  to  attend  the 
commencement  exercises,  they  were  held  in  the  mission  chapel. 
Representatives  from  the  Turkish  and  United  States  Governments, 
and  from  all  nationalities  and  classes  in  society,  were  interested 
spectators  through  all  the  exercises.  Miss  Patrick  has  returned 
to  this  country  for  a  season  of  rest,  and  Miss  Hamlin,  who  has  been 
at  home  the  past  year,  started  on  her  return  journey  August  4th. 
The  city  mission  work  in  Constantinople,  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Newell  and  Miss  Twitchdl,  has  had  a  most  prosperous  year. 
The  Sunday-school,  commenced  six  years  ago  by  Mrs.  Schneider 
and  Miss  Gleason  with  half  a  dozen  children  in  one  small  town, 
now  has  320  names  on  its  list,  with  an  average  attendance  of  202. 
The  evening  lectures  and  individual  work  has  been  continuous 
and  successful.  The  headquarters  for  this  work  having  become 
too  straight  for  it,  a  large  house  has  been  secured,  in  which  the 
day-schools  and  Sunday-school  can  be  accommodated  under  one 
roof,  and  the  whole  work  carried  on  to  much  greater  advantage. 
Miss  Gleason  is  still  in  tliis  country,  but  hopes  soon  to  return  to 
Turkey.  Miss  Maria  West,  after  a  long  missionary  life,  has  been 
compelled  by  failing  health  to  lay  down  her  work  and  return  to 
this  country. 

The  boarding  school  at  Smyrna,  with  the  exception  of  rather 
small  numbers  caused  by  the  prevalence  of  small-pox  at  the  time 
of  opening,  and  the  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  rule  as  to  tui- 
tion fees,  has  had  as  "  happy  and  encouraging  a  year  as  any  in  its 

■ 

history.'*  The  church -members  among  the  pupils  have  visited  the 
khans,  and  read  the  Bible  to  the  women  there,  taken  books  and 
food  to  the  sick,  read  to  the  servants  in  the  kitchen,  invited  people 
from  outside  to  prayer-meeting,  brought  children  into  the  Sunday- 
school,  tried  to  lead  their  friends  among  the  day  scliolai*s  to 
Christ,  and  even  gone  out  into  tlie  street  and  brought  in  little 
children,  and  talked  and  prayed  with  them.  Miss  Page  is  still 
detained  in  this  country  by  ill  health;  Miss  Lord  reached  Boston 
July  29th,  for  a  period  of  rest;  Miss  Jillson  was  married  to  Mr. 
McNaughton  of  the  Smyrna  station  the  last  of  June.    The  kinder- 
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garten  in  the  city,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Bartlett,  has  been  very 
successful,  both  in  numbers  and  the  improvement  in  the  children. 

The  school  at  Marsovan  is  holding  steadily  on  its  way.  A  fine 
class  of  fifteen  was  to  graduate  the  last  of  June.  Seven  of  the 
pupils  have  joined  the  church  during  the  year.  That  the  school 
is  constantly  growing  in  favor  in  the  community,  is  shown  by  the 
large  number  of  visitors  received,  sometimes  as  many  as  fifty  in  a 
day.  It  has  also  outgrown  its  accommodations,  and  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  building  has  been  promised  by  the  W.  B.  M.  Miss 
Fritcher,  who  has  been  at  home  for  rest,  sailed  August  4th  on  her 
return  to  the  school.  Mrs.  Tracy  still  continues  her  labors  among 
the  women  in  Marsovan  and  out-stations. 

At  Broosa  the  school  has  taken  a  new  start  under  its  teachers, 
Miss  Cull  and  Miss  Wells,  who  undertook  its  management  a  year 
ago.  Its  numbers  have  been  reduced  by  the  poverty  produced  by 
the  famine,  and  the  pupils  have  been  rather  younger  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  but  they  are  from  good  families  and  very  promising. 
The  closing  exercises  attracted  large  audiences,  who  sat  through 
the  long  sessions  in  the  intense  heat  as  interested  spectators. 
The  shadow  of  Mrs.  Crawford's  death  still  rests  upon  the  work 
and  the  workers,  and  her  loss  is  sadly  felt.  The  woman's  work  in 
Sivas  is  reported  as  "like  an  April  day,  with  sunshine  and 
showers."  The  six  girls'  schools  in  Sivas  (including  the  boarding 
school)  have  360  pupils.  An  interesting  account  of  the  work 
among  the  women  will  be  given  in  the  next  number. 

The  school  in  Cesarea  continues  its  efficient  work.  A  most 
favorable  opportunity  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  building  has 
presented  itself,  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  W.  B.  M.  were 
able  to  telegraph  a  grant  of  $5,500  for  the  purpose  early  in  August. 
Miss  Closson  returned  to  her  post  in  the  school  in  February  last, 
and  has  taken  up  the  work  with  renewed  vigor.  The  work  of  the 
graduates  of  this  school  in  the  out-stations  as  Bible-women  and 
schoolteachers  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  in  all 
oUr  missions. 

The  school  at  Adabazar  (supported  by  the  native  community) 
has  had  a  most  successful  year.  The  death  of  one  of  the  pupils, 
a  promising  Christian  girl,  was  a  great  sorrow  to  both  teachers 
and  pupils. 

THE  CENTRAL  TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  Emily  R.  Monfffomery,  at  Aclana  (100 miles  south- 
■vrost  from  Marash) ;  Mi98  HaiTiet  N.  Childs,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Blakclev,  at 
Marash  (90  miles  northeast  from  Scancleroon) ;  Miss  Ellen  M.  Pierce,  Miss 
Henrietta  West,  at  Aintab  (90  miles  east-northeast  from  Scanderoon), 
Schools. —  Aintab  Female  Seminaiy,  in  charge  of  Misses  Pierce  and  West; 
28  boarders,  31  day  scholars,  5  Bible-women,  2  day  schools. 
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Of  the  seminary  at  Aintab,  tlio  report  says  the  family  of  twenty- 
eight  has  been  noted  for  obedience,  industry,  love  for  one  another, 
and  respect  for  the  teachers.  Of  the  ten  membera  of  the  gi-adua- 
tin(;  class  seven  had  united  with  the  church,  and  two  more  were 
waiting  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  Quite  a  number  of  the  girls  in 
the  lower  classes  are  professing  Christians,  and  others  are  secretly 
indulging  a  hope  that  they  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  has  been  much  earnest  thoughtfulness- 
even  among  the  youngest  girls.  Miss  West  has  given  much  of  her 
time  to  tours  among  the  out-stations,  and  reports  large  and  inter* 
esting  meetings  with  the  women  in  surrounding  towns  and  vil- 
lages. She  mentions  twelve  village  schools  taught  by  girls  fi-om 
the  seminary.  A  large  work  has  developed  among  the  women  at 
Aintab,  under  the  care  of  the  married  ladies  there.  .  Meetings  are 
held  in  thirty  districts  in  the  city,  under  the  care  of  native  Prot- 
estant women,  and  it  is  estimated  that  they  are  attended  by  at 
least  five  hundred  women  each  week,  old  Gregorians,  Boman 
Catholics,  and  Moslem  women  being  of  the  number.  The  girls* 
college  at  Marasli,  in  which  Miss  Childs  and  Miss  Blakeley  are 
teachers  (supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  I.),  though  somewhat  affected 
by  the  famine,  has  had  a  prosperous  year.  Aside  from  her  school 
duties.  Miss  Blakeley  has  done  some  touring  in  the  surrounding 
region.  Miss  Childs,  who  has  made  a  brief  visit  to  this  country, 
sailed  on  her  return  August  11th.  She  is  soon  to  marry  Mr.  Mead, 
a  missionary  of  the  American  Board  in  Marash.  Mrs.  Montgomery 
is  laboring  most  successfully  among  the  women  at  Adana,  having 
charge  of  noon  meetings  in  thirteen  different  places  in  the  city 
each  week,  and  superintending  a  class  of  sixty  young  Armenian  girls 
taught  by  girls  from  the  boarding-school.  The  dearth  of  work  in 
the  vineyards  «ind  fields,  caused  by  the  famine,  has  given  the- 
women  leisure  for  the  careful  consideration  of  religious  questions. 
Twenty-nine  of  them  have  asked  admission  to  the  church.  The 
four  Bible-women  in  this  mission  are  doing  faithful  work  in  their 
different  stations. 

EASTERN  TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries  .—  Ml'*.  Csu-olino  R.  Allen,  Miss  Caroline  E.  Bush,  Miss 
ITarrict  Scvmour,  Miss  Kniilv  C.  Wh(»eler,  Miss  Mary  L.  Daniels, at  Harpoot 
(175nillo3  south  from  Trobizond) ;  Mrs.  Olive  L.  Andrus,  Miss  Clarissa  H. 
rratt,  nt  Mardin  (l.W  miles  southeast  from  Harpoot);  Miss  Charlotte  E. 
Ely,  Miss  M.  A.  C.  Ely,  at  Bitlis  (on  Lake  Van,  about  800 miles  southeast 
from  Trebizond) ;  Mrs.  Martha  W.  Ravnolds,  Miss  Grace  N.  Kimball,  Miss 
L.  E.  Johnson,  at  Van  (eastern  end  of  Lake  Van) ;  Miss  Harriet  G.  Powers, 
atErzroom  (150  mih^s  southeast  from  Trebizond).  Schools.— Euphrates 
College  (Female  Department),  in  charge  of  Misses  Wheeler  and  Daniels: 
245  pupils.  Boarding  school  at  Mardin,  in  charge  of  Misses  Dewey  and 
Nutting  (both  supported  bvtheW.B.  M.  1.);  20  boarders,  6  clay  scholars. 
Boarding  school  at  Bitlis,  iii  charge;  of  the  Misses  Elj',  about  40  boaiilers,  5S 
(lav  scholars.  Boarding  school  at  Van,  in  charge  of  Misses  Kimball  and 
Johnson,  (iO  pupils,  29  Bible-women,  and  26  day  schools. 
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We  are  .ndebted  to  Miss  Dewey  for  a  report  of  woman's  work 
in  the  Eastern  Turkey  Mission,  from  which  we  glean  the  follow- 
ing: The  school  at  Bitlis  has  had  a  successful  year.  A  special 
religious  interest  in  the  winter  was  a  joy  to  the  teachers'  hearts. 
Miss  Ely  has  also  done  considerable  touring,  finding  "open  doors 
everywhere,  many  to  listen  e«agerly  everywhere."  There  are  five 
branch  schools  in  the  city,  taught  by  former  pupils  in  the  board- 
ing school.  The  girls'  school  at  Van  opened  with  about  sixty 
pupils,  mostly  day  scholars,  and  the  year  has  witnessed  much 
progress  both  in  mental  and  spiritual  development.  Of  the  five 
graduates  of  last  year,  two  are  teachers  in  the  school,  and 
one  has  a  remarkably  successful  school  of  her  own  in  the  city. 
Miss  Kimball  and  Miss  Johnson  have  both  been  obliged  to  come  to 
this  country  for  rest.  The  school  during  the  winter  will  be  under 
the  care  of  native  teachers,  superintended  by  Dr.  Raynolds.  Mrs. 
Raynolds'  increasing  illness  has  deprived  the  women  of  the  Van 
church  of  her  labors  and  prayers  with  them.  Notwithstanding  this  a 
Sunday-school  for  women  and  girls  has  been  established;  the  Mite 
Society  has  been  kept  up  with  growing  success;  the  brides'  class  has 
been  continued,  and  made  to  include  all  the  women  in  the  iProtestant 
community.  In  the  Girls'  College  at  Harpoot  there  are  44  girls  in 
the  college  proper,  31  in  the  grammar  school,  39  in  the  intermediate 
room,  and  110  in  the  primary  department.  One  third  of  these  pupils 
pay  full  tuition,  and  twenty-four  of  the  girls  teach  for  tuition. 
All  but  one  of  the  girls  in  the  college  proper  are  Christian  girls. 
Miss  Wheeler  was  obliged  by  ill  health  to  return  to  this  country 
about  a  year  ago.  Her  father  and  mother  start  for  Harpoot  Sep- 
tember 8th,  leaving  her  to  regain  her  strength.  An  interesting 
account  of  the  tours  of  Misses  Bush  and  Seymour  and  of  the  Bible- 
woman's  work  will  be  found  in  the  September  number.  The 
school  at  Mardin  has  had  a  successful  year,  and  is  gaining  in 
favor  with  the  people.  One  girl  from  a  village  seventy-five  miles 
away  walked  all  the  distance,  accompanied  by  her  aged  mother,  also 
on  foot.  All  her  worldly  possessions  were  done  up  in  a  pocket- 
handkerchief.  One  would  only  need  to  contrast  her  as  she  is  now, 
with  what  she  was  when  she  came  to  see  the  civilizing,  enlighten- 
ing power  of  even  one  year  in  a  Christian  school.  A  flourishing 
kindergarten  has  also  been  started,  with  about  forty  pupils.  Mrs. 
Andrus  and  Miss  Pratt,  of  this  station,  are  still  in  this  country 
seeking  health. 

MABATHI  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Hume,  Miss  Elizabeth  Lyman,  at 
Bombay;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bissell,  Miss  Julia  Bissell,  at  Ahmednagar  (140 
miles  east  from  Bombay) ;  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Winsor,  at  Sirur  (30  miles  south 
from  Ahmeclnagar) .    Schools.—  Boarding  school  at  Bombay,  In  charge  of 
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Mr».  Hume,  Mi88  Lsrman,  luid  Miss  Millartl  (Miss  Millard  supported  bv 
the  W.  B.  11. 1.),  M  boanlcrrt,  85  day  Hcbolars;  ]k)ar(Ung  hcIiooI  at  Ahmed- 
nagar.  MIhhch  nirtsoll  in  charge,  85  1>oanlorM,  (>9  day  Hcholars;  Boarding 
Behoof  at  Sirur,  in  chai'KO  of  Mi-h.  Winsor,  27  boarders,  78  day  scholars; 
Boardiiiff  school  at  Wtulahs  in  chargo  of  Afrx.  IIenr\'  Fairbank;  Hindu 
girlri'  Hcliool  at  AbinodnaKar,  Mrs.  Bissoll  in  charge;  nfby  village  and  day 
e3hcH)ls,  In  part  supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.,  20  Bible-women. 

Tbo  scliool  at  Bombay  continues  to  grow  and  improve.  The 
oxpcrimont  of  bringing  tho  boys  and  girls  together  in  their  classes 
in  this  school, —  tho  only  one  in  India  where  it  is  done, —  has 
proved  tho  ^^best  possible  thing  for  both  sexes."  A  commenda- 
ble desire  to  help  in  every  way  has  been  shown  by  the  pupils.  Of 
tho  necessity  for  a  new  dormitory  for  tho  girls,  Mrs.  Hume  writes 
that  tho  need  is  imperative.  The  locality  of  the  present  one  is 
most  unfortunate,  subjecting  tho  girls  to  many  annoyances.  Some 
interesting  incidents  connected  with  the  school  will  be  given  in  a 
future  number.  The  school  at  Ahmednagar  is  now  largely  under 
the  care  of  Miss  Emily  Bissell  (supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  I.),  as 
Miss  Julia,  owing  to  the  exigency  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  De 
licgt,  has  been  called  upon  temporarily  to  take  some  classes  in  the 
Boys'  High  School  and  College.  Tho  report  of  the  girls'  school 
gives  tho  testimony  of  several  native  gentlemen  to  its  efficiency. 
Ono  of  them  says:  **  The  maps  drawn  by  these  pupils  might  easily 
have  been  taken  for  printed  maps;  their  modi  (copy  books)  could 
with  advantage  be  used  as  models  for  any  classes ;  and  their  pure 
pronunciation  of  tho  vernacular  may  well  make  us  of  the  Bi^hmin 
caste  hang  our  heads  in  recognition  of  our  own  shortcomings." 
Nineteen  of  the  pupils  were  received  into  the  church  the  past  year. 
The  societies  for  Christian  work  in  the  school  are  continued, 
and  the  teachers  are  trying  to  give  the  meetings  a  very  practical 
turn,  discussing  such  topics  as,  **  What  is  Meant  by  Self -Control;" 
"When  and  How  it  Should  bo  Exercised;"  "How  to  Treat  the 
Matron  Respectfully;"  "How  to  Cultivate  Consideration  for  Each 
Other's  Feelings;"  "To  bo  Faithful  in  Home  Work  and  School 
Work;"  "  To  Refrain  from  Idle  Gossip;"  and,  above  all,  **How  to 
Keep  from  Impure  Thoughts  and  Words."  Tho  two  Hindu  girls' 
schools  in  Ahmednagar  have  been  combined  into  ono,  securing  in 
tliis  way  better  accommodations  and  greater  efficiency  in  teaching. 
In  tho  school  at  Sirur  there  are  now  five  different  castes,  and  there 
is  a  promise  of  a  large  accession  to  the  numbers  as  soon  as  there 
is  room  to  receive  them.  Among  the  twenty-two  who  have  united 
with  the  Sirur  church  the  past  year  several  are  from  this  school. 

Most  of  the  village  schools  in  this  mission  have  gained  in  num- 
bers the  past  year,  and  more  jvnd  more  they  are  coming  to  be  con- 
sidered a  permanent  factor  in  bringing  the  people  to  a  high  state 
of  Christian  civilization.     There  is  great  need  of  suitable  buildings 
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for  these  schools.  The  Bible-women  in  this  mission  ** preached" 
5,928  times  during  the  year  1887,  to  audiences  numbering  in  the 
aggregate  to  85,469  persons.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
voluntary  work  among  women  by  wives  of  preachers  and  others. 

MADUBA  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  S.  B.  Capron,  Miss  Mary  Pauline  Root,  M.D.,  Miss 
Maiy  Metcalfe  Root,  Miss  Dency  Root,  at  Mailui*a  (270 miles  southeast  from 
Madras) ;  Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Chandler,  Miss  Gertrude  Chandler,  at  Battala- 
gnndu  (32  miles  northwest  from  Madura).  Schools. — Boarding  school  at 
Madura,  in  charge  of  Miss  E.  M.  Swift  (supported  by  the  W.  B.  M.  I.),  60 
boarders,  43  day  scholars;  boarding  school  at  Battalagundu,  in  charge  of 
Miss  Chandler,  60  pupils ;  boarding  schools  at  Mandapasalai,  PeriakiSam, 
and  Pulney;  nine  Hindu  girls*  schools,  435  pupils;  16  village  and  day 
schools,  344  girl  pupils ;  19  Bible-women. 

The  Madura  boarding  school  now  has  three  departments, —  a 
normal,  middle  school,  and  practicing  department.  One  of  the 
special  events  of  the  year  was  the  visit  of  the  Inspectress  of  Girls' 
Schools.  She  remained  three  days,  and  the  girls  acquitted  them- 
selves most  creditably.  There  have  been  eighteen  additions  to  the 
church  from  the  school.  More  than  two  thirds  of  the  boarders  are 
church-members,  and  those  who  are  not  are  the  smaller  girls,  who 
have  been  kept  back  on  account  of  their  youth.  The  daily  noon 
prayer-meetings  are  well  sustained,  and  the  Sunday-school  begun 
by  the  girls  for  the  small  children  has  been  kept  up  without  inter- 
ruption. The  Benevolent  Society  is  still  most  enthusiastically  con- 
tinued, the  total  amount  earned  by  the  girls  being  twenty-two 
rupees.  The  other  girls'  boarding  schools  in  this  mission  have 
been  more  or  less  prosperous.  The  annual  report  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  their  efi&ciency  and  influence.  The  reduction  of  govern- 
ment grants  in  all  the  schools  in  India  has  been  the  source  of 
great  perplexity  to  our  mission  schools,  and  they  need  larger  con- 
tributions from  the  home  churches.  Our  nineteen  Bible-women 
have  had  1,231  women  under  regular  instruction,  have  visited 
1,440  houses,  have  had  41,882  listeners  to  Bible  truth,  and  have  sold 
or  given  away  1,096  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Bible  portions. 
**These  women  go  among  the  highest  classes  in  society,  with  Bibles 
and  tracts  in  their  hands,  teaching  Bible  truth,  and  it  is  believed 
that  an  undercurrent  of  Christian  influence  produced  will  do  much 
in  undermining  the  foundations  of  heathenism."  Interesting  inci- 
dents of  Bible-woman's  work  will  be  given  in  the  next  number. 
In  her  medical  work  Dr.  Root  reports  the  houses  of  high-castes 
freely  open  to  her.  The  number  of  cases  treated  is  9,939.  She 
has  Bible-women  in  daily  attendance  at  the  dispensary,  and  they 
relate  many  interesting  bits  of  conversation  with  the  women. 
Miss  Mary  Metcalfe  and  Miss  Dency  Root  reached  Madura  early  in 
January,  and  have  been  busy  in  the  study  of  the  language. 
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CEYLON  MISSION. 

3IIRSIONARIE8.— 3riHH  Kate  TInHtiiiK»,  nt  Bnttlcotta;  Miss  Susan  B. 
Ilowlavnd,  at  0(Ml(M>vilU>:  Mr.s.  M.  K.  K.  Ilowluiid,  Miss  Mary  and  Miss 
Margaret  W.  Li'ltch,  at  Maiiepy.  S<'ii()OL8.— Boonling  school  at  Oodoo- 
pitty,  Mrs.  R.  K.  Hastings  in  charge, 'Jl)  pupils.  Twenty-three  village 
schools;  28  Bible- women. 

The  school  at  Oodoopitty  continues  steadily  on  its  way.  Under 
date  of  Juno  22d  Mrs.  Hastings  Tvritcs  of  throe  pupils  in  the  grad- 
uating chiss  who  were  not  church-members.  Should  they  graduate 
without  becoming  so  it  will  be  almost  the  first  time  such  an  event 
has  happened  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Recent  letters  bring 
tidings  of  a  powerful  revival  of  religion  in  Jaffna,  and  it  is  hoped 
the  effects  will  be  seen  in  the  school.  The  school  at  Oodoo- 
ville  (self-supporting)  has  been  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  K. 
Rowland  a  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  long  illness  of  Miss 
Susan  Ilowland.  She  was  able  to  return  to  her  post  in  the  early 
summer.  Miss  Hastings  is  still  at  Batticotta,  teaching  in  the  boys' 
school  and  superintending  the  work  of  the  Bible-women  in  that 
station. 

FOOCnOW  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Miss  Elsie  M.  Gan'etson,  Miss  Emily  S.  Hartwell,  Miss 
Kate  C.WoodhuU.M.l).,  Miss  Hannah  C.Woorthull,  at  Foochow.  ScHOOLt$.— 
Boarding  school  at  Foochow  in  charge  of  Miss  Newton  (supi>orte(l  by  the 
W.  B.  M.  1.)  and  Miss  Garretson ;  woman's  school  at  Foochow,  day  schools 
at  Foochow  and  Shawn;  1  Bible-woman. 

The  school  at  Foochow  continues  its  quiet,  efficient  work.  Miss 
Newton  writes:  "We  have  no  matron  now,  and  we  ti*y  to  put 
more  responsibility  on  the  older  girls.  They  each  have  one  or 
two  younger  ones  to  take  care  of,  to  wash  their  clothes  or  see  that 
they  do  it  tliemselves,  and  sec  that  they  are  kept  in  order.  It  is  a 
rare  thing  to  see  one  with  soiled  hands  or  face,  or  untidy  hair. 
The  girls  do  most  of  the  housework,  and  the  older  ones  also  learn 
to  cut  and  make  plain  clothing.  Most  of  them  are  veiy  studious. 
Tliey  often  carry  their  books  to  their  rooms  at  night,  and  begin  to 
study  just  as  soon  as  they  can  see  in  the  morning."  Four  of  the 
girls  united  with  the  church  in  the  winter. 

The  ground  for  Dr.  Woodhull's  hospital  is  at  last  secured,  and 
the  building  is  in  process  of  erection.  A  large  number  of  people 
have  been  treated  at  the  dispensary  and  at  tlieir  homes,  and  the 
many  opportunities  for  religious  work  have  been  faithfully  im- 
proved. The  woman's  school,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Hannah 
"Woodhull,  is  spoken  of  at  some  length  in  the  September  number. 

NORTH  CHINA  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Miss  M.  E.  Andrews,  Miss  M.  A.  Holbrook,  M.D.,  at 
Tung-cho  (12  miles  south  from  Peking).  Schools.— Boarding  school  at 
Kalgan,  day  school  at  Tung-cho;  3  Bible-women. 
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Miss  Andrews  and  Miss  Holbrook  are  both  still  in  this  country; 
the  former  on  account  of  needs  in  her  family,  the  latter  for  the 
benefit  of  her  own  health.  The  Bible-women  at  Tung-cho  have 
made  1,235  visits  during  the  year,  and  have  58  women  and  girls 
under  regular  instruction.  Their  work  extends  to  ten  different 
villages.  The  woman's  dispensary  is  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Sheffield,  and  **  those  who  have  heard  the  truth  through  her  efforts, 
aided  by  the  assistant  and  the  Bible-woman,  have  been  more  than 
those  who  have  heard  in  their  homes."  The  married  ladies  of  the 
station  have  done  much  house-to-house  visiting,  held  many  meet- 
ings, and  taught  classes  of  Christian  women.  The  work  among  the 
women  in  Paotingfu  has  made  good  progress,  although  there  has 
been  only  one  lady  in  the  station  who  has  had  the  language  suffi- 
ciently for  effective  work.  A  promising  school  of  thirteen  girls 
has  been  started^  in  which  there  has  been  a  "helpful,  loving  spirit," 
and  a  "  steady,  marked  improvement  in  mental  power  and  in  a 
capacity  to  understand  the  truth."  Miss  Elizabeth  Pierson,  who 
has  worked  in  this  mission  at  her  own  expense,  is  now  again  on 
her  way  to  rejoin  the  mission  force  at  Paotingfu. 

JAPAN  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Miss  Abby  M.  Colby,  Miss  Adelaide  Daughaday,  Miss 
Fannie  A.  Gardner,  Miss  Mary  E.  Gouldy,  Mrs.  Frances  A.  Gulick,  at 
Osaka;  Mrs.  Agnes  II.  Gordon,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Cady,  Miss  Frances  Hooper,  Miss 
Florence  White,  Miss  Mclinda  J.  Richards,  at  Kioto;  Miss  Anna  J.  Davis, 
at  Kobe;  Miss  Eliza  Talcott,  at  Okayama;  Miss  Julia  Gulick,  Miss 
Martha  J.  Clarke,  at  Kumamoto;  Mrs.  T.  K.  De  Forest,  at  Sendai;  Miss 
K.E.McLennon,  Miss  E.  L.  Harvey,  Miss  A.J.  Bradshaw  under  appointment. 

The  progress  in  Japan  still  continues  to  be  the  wonder  in  all 
the  history  of  missions.  As  is  well  known,  all  the  girls'  schools 
and  Bible-women's  work  are  supported  by  the  Japanese  them- 
selves, the  Board  making  only  a  small  grant  for  the  school  in 
Kioto  for  a  few  general  expenses.  The  past  year  in  this  school 
has  been  very  successful.  Owing  to  Mrs.  Cady's  occupation  in 
other  duties,  it  has  been  mostly  under  the  care  of  Miss  Hooper, 
assisted  by  Miss  Wainwright.  Miss  White,  who  left  this  country 
the  last  of  December  for  her  work  in  Japan,  has  been  studying 
the  language,  having  also  classes  in  the  school.  Miss  Hooper's 
marriage  to  Rev.  E.  D.  Davis,  of  the  Kioto  station,  July  10th,  will 
necessitate  Miss  White's  being  at  the  head  of  the  school  the  coming 
year;  a  place  for  which  she  is  specially  fitted  by  her  long  experi- 
ence in  America. 

The  training  school  for  nurses  in  Kioto  was  established  in  its 
new  building  about  a  year  ago,  and  the  young  ladies'  societies 
who  contributed  the  portion  of  funds  raised  in  America  for  its 
erection,  may  certainly  feel  that  their  money  was  well  invested. 
There  have  been  nine  nurses  under  instruction.     Miss  Richards 
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I'oportR  tlicm  as  doiiif;  well,  both  iu  study  and  work.  Tlie  very 
ruinarknblo  ('liriHtiaii  work  in  connection  with  'the  school  and 
hospital  will  be  found  on  page  370.  Mrs.  Dr.  Buckley  has 
rendered  most  valuable  assistance  to  Miss  Richards,  but  they 
both  plead  earnestly  for  a  thoroughly  trained  nurse  from 
this  country  to  come  to  their  aid.  Mrs.  Gordon  continues  her 
work  among  the  women,  more  especially  in  connection  with  the 
Fourth  Church  in  Kioto.  In  Osaka  the  rush  of  work  increases 
day  by  day,  and  bids  fair  to  overwhelm  the  small  force  of  laborers 
there.  Of  the  evangelical  work  Miss  Colby  writes:  "We  need 
hel]>  more  than  I  can  express.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  any  one  in 
America  has  any  intelligent  idea  of  the  work  we  are  trying  and 
are  expected  to  do.''  The  school  under  Miss  Daughaday's  care, 
numbering  00  boarders  and  242  day  scholars,  is  doing  a  most  satis- 
fying work.  Some  of  the  special  results  are  given  in  a  letter 
from  Miss  Daughaday  in  the  July  number.  Miss  Gardner  and 
Mrs.  Gulick  of  this  station,  and  Miss  Davis  bf  Kobe,  are  in  this 
country,  seeking  health  and  strength.  Miss  Gulick,  with  her  new 
associate,  Miss  Clarke,  reached  Kumamoto  early  in  January,  and 
found  a  promising  work  already  started  in  this  comparatively  new 
field,  consisting  of  a  girls'  school,  a  Sunday-school,  and  various 
liiblo  classes;  they  have  also  given  much  time  to  house-to-house 
visiting  and  tours  outside  the  city.  Miss  Clarke  has  given  most  of 
her  time  to  the  study  of  the  language.  Of  Mrs.  De  Forest's 
work  in  Sendai,  an  account  is  given  in  tlie  August  number.  Miss 
Daughaday  is  in  this  country  for  a  short  visit,  expecting  to  sail  on 
her  return  voyage  November  28th. 

MISSION  TO   NORTHERN  JAPAN. 

Mtssionaries.— Miss  M.  Louise  Graves  and  Miss  Comclia  Judson,  at 
Niigata. 

The  establishment  of  these  two  ladies  at  Niigata,  about  a  year 
ago,  opens  a  new  and  interesting  field  to  our  Board.  As  in  Kuma- 
moto so  here,  the  young  ladies  found  a  girls'  school  already  estab- 
lished under  native  Christian  auspices,  with  the  native  pastor,  Mr. 
Naruse,  as  its  principal.  Although  giving  most  of  their  time  to 
the  study  of  the  language,  they  are  entering  into  Sunday-school 
and  Bible-class  work.  Miss  Graves  is  teaching  in  the  boys*  school, 
writes  of  great  satisfaction  in  it,  and  adds:  "I  am  certainly  much 
more  at  rest  now  than  when  setting  out  into  the  unknown.  Then 
it  was  faith  which  really  made  it  endurable;  now  it  is  I  know 
(better)  in  whom  I  have  trusted." 
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MICRONESIAN  MISSION. 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  Han-iet  A.  Pease,  Miss  Sarah  L.  Smith,  Miss  E. 
Theodora  Crosby,  at  Kusaie,  one  of  the  Caroline  Islands.  Boarding  school 
at  Kusaie,  in  charge  of  Miss  Smith,  31  pupils. 

The  school  at  Kusaie  has  been  a  marked  success  in  its  first 
year,  the  girls  forming  a  happy,  harmonious  family,  and  making 
good  progress  in  their  studies.  Some  details  of  the  work  are 
given  in  the  August  number.  Miss  Smith  also  made  a  trip  of  ten 
"week's  duration,  and  full  of  interest,  to  the  Gilbert  and  Marshall 
Islands,  taking  with  her  the  girls  living  on  them  to  visit  their 
homes.  Some  of  the  incidents  of  the  trip  are  given  on  page  382. 
Miss  Crosby  has  been  gaining  the  language,  and  assisting  in  the 
boys'  school  so  far  as  her  uncertain  health  will  allow. 

MISSION  TO  SPAIN. 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  Alice  G.  Gulick,  Miss  Catharine  H.  Barbour,  at 
San  Sebastian.  Boarding  school  at  San  Sebastian,  Mrs.  Gulick  and  Miss 
Barbour  in  charge,  32  boarders,  80  day  scholars.  Day  schools  at  Santan- 
der,  Zaragoza,  and  Pradejon. 

The  year  has  been  *'  one  of  blessing"  in  the  school  at  San  Sebas- 
tian. "  Not  only  has  the  standard  of  study  been  raised,  but  the 
ideal  of  Christian  living  seems  higher  than  ever  before."  The 
public  examination  of  classes  about  the  middle  of  July  showed 
that  faithful  work  had  been  done,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  regret 
that  a  persistent,  drenching  rain  prevented  the  attendance  of  a 
large  number  of  spectators.  The  primary  classes  did  finely  in 
their  recitations  and  other  exercises,  and  among  the  older  ones 
there  were  creditable  compositions  in  English,  French,  and  Span- 
ish. There  was  a  fine  exhibition  of  embroidery,  drawings,  herba- 
riums, and  writing-books,  and  a  very  enjoyable  musical  entertain- 
ment. Five  of  the  boarding  pupils  have  united  with  the  church 
during  the  year,  and  a  flourishing  Christian  Endeavor  Society  now 
enrolls  every  member  of  the  school  among  its  numbers.  Miss 
Barbour  reached  San  Sebastian  early  in  January.  She  began 
work  immediately  together  with  the  study  of  the  language,  and 
"  now  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  school  as  if  she  had  always  been 
there,  giving  invaluable  help."  Mrs.  Gulick  writes:  "These  girls 
possess  great  possibilities  of  development.  The  Spanish  Protes- 
tants are  looking  to  us  for  teachers  to  help  carry  on  the  work 
which  is  rapidly  passing  out  of  the  condition  of  experiment." 

MISSION  TO  AUSTRIA. 

Schools.— Boarding  school  at  Krabschitz,  Pastor  Soltez  in  charge;  the 
Brunn  Home,  Pastor  Schwartz's  School. 

Owing  to  the  unceri'tainty  as  to  Pastor  Kaspar's  successor  at  the 
Krabschitz  School,  the  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were 
rather  small;  and  on  account  of  "hard  times"  and  poverty  among 
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tho  people,  the  school  has  not  yet  reached  its  former  size,  but  a  good 
amount  of  earnest  work  has  been  done.  Of  the  former  pupils,  forty 
are  teachers  in  tho  Sunday-school;  one  has  mari'ied  a  missionai-y  to 
Labrador,  and  another  a  colporteur  in  the  province  of  Bosnia. 
Pastor  Schwartz'  school  is  increasing  so  rapidly  he  is  planning  to 
erect  a  building  that  will  accommodate  sixty  orphan  pupils,  obtain- 
ing the  funds  from  Great  Britain.  The  Bible  work,  under  Miss  Most 
and  others,  "goes  on  bravely,"  and  is  "attended  with  much 
blessing/'  They  have  Bible  and  industrial  classes  among  neglected 
girls,  and  do  much  visiting  from  house  to  house. 

MISSION  TO   MEXICO. 

Mission AHIK8.— Mrs.  Sam  1^.  Ilowland,  nt  Gnadalojara;  Mrs.  Gertrude 
(;.  Katoii,  Miss  M.  Klizabeth  Keyos,  at  Chihuahua.  School  at  Chihuahua, 
Miss  K<»yos  in  charge. 

Mrs.  ITowland  reached  Guadalajara  eJirly  in  December,  after  a 
brief  visit  with  home  friends,  and  received  a  most  joyous  welcome 
from  the  little  band  of  workers  there.  She  quickly  dropped  into 
the  old  life  again,  and  has  been  busy  in  the  same  round  of  meet* 
ings,  i)ersonal  invitation,  and  gospel  teaching.  At  Chihuahua,  Mrs 
Eaton  has  been  adopted  as  a  missionary  of  the  Woman's  Board. 
Miss  Ferris  was  obliged  by  ill  health  to  give  up  her  work  and 
has  severed  her  connection  witli  the  Board.  Miss.  Keyes  has 
removed  from  Parral  to  Chihuahua,  to  take  charge  of  the  day 
school  there.  A  good  work  is  carried  on  by  a  class  of  thirty 
women  under  Mrs.  Eaton's  superintendence,  who  voluntarily  do 
the  work  of  Bible-women,  and  with  great  effectiveness. 

This  is  a  meagre  sketch  of  our  work  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
not  often  that  we  can  present  such  an  unbroken  record  of  progress. 
AVe  hear  of  many  places  where  much  more  might  be  done  if  the 
force  of  workers  might  be  enlarged,  of  many  more  where  promis- 
ing openings  have  been  closed  for  want  of  funds;  of  deaf  ears  turned 
to  girls  who  wouldgladly  enter  our  boarding  schools,  because  there 
was  no  room,  or  because  the  teachers  must  not  add  a  feather's 
weight  to  their  waning  strength;  of  one  place  and  another  waiting 
in  vain  for  the  Bible-woman  or  the  native  teacher;  of  untold  suffer- 
ing'among  the  women,  going  on  year  after  year,  that  might  be  re- 
lieved by  a  lady  physician.  But  in  it  all  we  do  not  hear  of  one 
step  backward.  There  are  many  hindrances  in  the  foreign  field, 
but  one  of  the  greatest  trials  our  missionaries  encounter  is  the 
apathy  of  the  home  churches.  Bravely  have  they  stood  at  their 
posts  doing  the  work  that  just  as  truly  belongs  to  every  Christian 
woman  in  this  country  as  to  them.  Their  duty  in  this  regard  may 
differ  from  ours,  but  can  any  one  deny  that  we  who  tarry  by  the 
stuff  have  a  duty  to  this  work  ?  Is  there  not  every  reason  that  we 
should  do  it  just  as  earnestVy  ^ivd  iaiAAvluW'j  ?*  tlvose  at  the  front? 
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THE    TRAINING   SCHOOL    FOR  NURSES    IN  KIOTO.— ITS 

RELIGIOUS  WORK. 

The  youn^  ladies  who  have  contributed  so  generously  for  the  training 
school  for  nurses  in  Kioto,  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  remarkable  religious  in- 
fluence emanating  from  it.  The  report  of  the  Doshisha  Hospital  and  Training 
School  says :  — 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  review  this  feature  of  the  work  for 
the  year,  for  success  in  this  department  has  been  quite  as  marked 
as  in  the  more  distinctly  professional  features  of  our  work.  In 
this  we  have  been  greatly  aided  by  Mr.  Hori,  a  former  medical 
student  at  Kobe,  and  his  good  wife,  both  of  whom  became  con- 
nected with  the  Institution  last  autumn;  he  in  the  capacity  of 
special  medical  assistant,  and  his  wife,  for  a  time,  to  profit  by  the 
lectures  in  the  nurses'  school. 

In  order  to  prepare  the  nurses  for  organized  Christian  work, 
and  to  further  their  religious  instruction  during  their  term  of  pro- 
fessional study,  it  was  early  decided  to  commence  a  Sabbath- 
school  on  the  premises  and  a  preaching  service  for  convalescent 
patients,  nurses,  and  employees  of  the  Institution.  On  the  second 
Sabbath  of  December,  therefore,  this  school  was  begun,  and  in 
order  to  increase  the  attendance,  the  people  of  the  neighborhood 
were  invited  to  attend;  while  each  Sabbath  some  of  the  nurses 
went  out,  two  by  two,  into  the  adjoining  park  to  bring  in  any 
children  who  might  be  there  at  play.  The  result  was  an  audience 
the  first  Sabbath  of  sixty-five,  the  second  Sabbath  of  ninety-three, 
while  on  the  third  Sabbath  one  hundred  and  three  were  present. 
At  Christmas-time  the  ladies  took  especial  pains  to. make  the 
service  attractive,  Christmas  gifts  being  made  to  the  children  and 
to  others;  and  with  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  the  school  took 
on  a  life  distinctly  its  own.  For  the  quarter  just  ending,  the  aver- 
age attendance  has  been:  of  adults,  55.7;  of  children,  52.3  —  a  total 
average  of  one  hundred  and  eight.  The  number  of  classes  in  the 
school  is  thirteen,  of  which  three  are  taught  by  Miss  Richards, 
Doctor  Buckley,  and  myself  (the  latter  a  class  of  physicians  and 
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medical  students);  one  each  by  Mr.  Hori  and  his  wife,  two  by 
theological  students  from  the  Doshisha,  and  the  remainder  by  the 
nurses^  Following  this  service  at  two  o'clock,  is  held  the  preach- 
ing service  in  the  out-patient  waiting-room  at  three  o'clock,  the 
adjoining  room  being  used  for  convalescent  patients.  The  average 
attendance  has  been  sixty-two.  This  audience  is  composed  chiefly 
of  adults,  the  children  returning  homo  from  the  former  service  to 
allow  their  parents  to  attend  this. 

The  interest  in  religious  work  deepening,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  open  another  preaching  place  in  the  neighborhood, 
evening  meetings  witliin  the  hospital  enclosure  being  impractica- 
ble, and  accordingly  a  house  was  rented  for  this  purpose.  Two 
preaching  services  have  been  held  here  weekly,  on  Sunday  and  on 
Thursday  evenings,  and  a  Bible  class  on  Tuesday  evening.  The 
attendance  at  these  services  are  —  on  Sunday  ninety,  on  Tuesday 
tweiity-one,  and  on  Thursday  sixty.  These  audiences  are  com- 
posed largely  of  those  who  do  not  attend  the  hospital  service  on 
Sunday,  so  that  it  is  estimated  that  during  the  week  an  average  of 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  diiTerent  people  are  already  brought 
under  the  direct  influeueo  of  our  public  religious  work.  As  a  re- 
sult, with  God's  blessing,  there  is  manifest  a  deepening  interest  in 
the  truth  on  the  part  of  all,  while  eighteen  persons,  viz.,  nine  men 
and  nine  women,  have  become  Christians,  and  are  now  desiring 
baptism.  The  locality  being  in  the  midst  of  a  large  population 
and  separated  from  the  churches,  constitutes  it  a  natural  centre 
for  an  independent  and  prosperous  work.  The  interest  will 
doubtless  grow  into  a  church  —  a  church  which,  taking  its  origin 
in  the  religious  work  of  the  hospital,  will,  it  is  hoped,  regard  the 
hospital,  in  turn,  as  a  field  for  its  missionary  labors.  In  the  meantime 
these  Christians  will  be  advised  to  receive  baptism,  and  become, 
temporarily,  a  branch  of  the  nearest  church, —  the  Heian  Kyo- 
kuwai, —  farther  south  in  the  city.  Preaching  at  these  services  has 
been  chiefly  by  theological  students  from  the  Doshisha  School. 

Besides  these  more  formal  efforts,  religious  services,  conducted 
by  the  Hospital  Staff,  have  been  held  each  morning  on  out-patient 
days,  consisting  of  Bible  reading,  a  short  address,  and  prayer. 
This  audience  changes  so  constantly,  many  coming  but  once  or 
twice,  and  from  places  far  remote  in  the  country,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  fully  trace  the  results  of  these  efforts.  It  is  interesting  to 
note,  however,  that  among  the  hundreds  who  have  been  present 
at  this  service,  about  one  half  have  asked  for  tracts  and  Scripture 
portions,  while  many  have  talked  with  the  externes  or  nurses,  ex- 
pressing their  belief  in  the  truth  of  what  they  had  learned.  A 
great  number,  certainly,  have  taken  words  of  truth,  heard  for  the 
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first  time,  back  to  remote  regions  where  the  gospel  is  unknown; 
and  with  the  prayer  that  God  will  bless  the  word  spoken  and  the  cup 
of  water  given  in  his  name,  we  leave  our  work  for  these  sufferers 
with  him. 

As  I  write,  a  case  of  interest  from  the  out-patient  department 
occurs  to  my  mind:  In  1886  an  old  gentleman  came  for  treatment 
from  a  distant  province  in  the  south.  He  had  a  variety  of  ail- 
ments, from  which,  as  the  result  of  treatment,  he  became  greatly 
relieved.  One  day  he  came  saying  that  he  had  decided  to  remove 
to  Kioto,  and  that  he  was  now  going  south  to  dispose  of  his  prop- 
erty and  bring  his  family  here.  He  did  so,  and  shortly  after  pur- 
chased a  lot  of  land  near  the  hospital,  and  erected  thereon  a  very 
comfortable  residence.  On  inquiry  why  he  had  located  so  near  to 
us  he  replied,  "  O,  I'm  getting  old,  and  am  not  very  strong,  and  I 
shall  feel  much  easier  if  I  am  near  the  hospital.' '  He  contributed 
generously  to  the  erection  of  the  buildings,  has  regularly  attended 
our  religious  services,  and  now  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  his  son 
and  son's  wife,  has  applied  for  baptism.  It  is  an  interesting  and  in- 
fluential family.  The  old  man  is  happy  in  his  new-found  life  and 
hope. 

Among  the  in-patients,  longer  under  our  care,  results  can  be 
more  definitely  traced.  Among  these,  in  response  to  efforts  to 
give  them  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  to  treat  them  with  kind- 
ness, all,  with  one  exception,  have  expressed  their  deep  gratitude, 
and  their  belief  in  the  truth  and  excellence  of- the  Christian  relig- 
ion. Among  these,  four  have  desired  baptism,  while  one,  who 
died  of  consumption,  received  this  rite  before  his  death,  and  died 
happy  in  Christ.  Evening  prayers  among  the  patients,  conducted 
by  Miss  Richards,  Doctor  Buckley  and  the  nurses,  have  contributed 
largely  to  this  good  work. 

Success  in  this  branch  of  the  work  calls  for  gratitude  to  God; 
and  we  entertain  a  strong,  and,  we  think,  a  reasonable,  hope  that 
in  the  religious  work  of  the  Institution  in  future,  we  shall,  with 
his  blessing,  realize  increasing  success.  A  hospital  where  are 
found  those  Who,  from  disease  and  suffering,  are  prepared  to  re- 
ceive the  comforts  and  consolations  of  the  gospel  message,  and  a 
nurses*  school  where  the  pupils  are  daily  taught  the  word  of  God, 
and  who,  in  the  hospital  wards,  in  district  nursing,  and  in  their  sub- 
sequent work  as  Christian  nurses,  are  enabled  to  afford  practical 
illustrations  of  Christian  charity,  may  well  be  made  a  potent 
factor  for  good  in  the  hands  of  Christian  men  and  women- every- 
where, and  especially  on  the  mission  field.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  fact  will  be  more  and  more  recognized  by  missionary  societies, 
and,  as  a  result,  nurses'  schools  be  attached  to  mission,  hospitals, 
wherever  established. 
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MICKONESIA. 
KUSAIE.— A  TOURING  EXPERIENCE. 

BY  MISS   SARAH  L.  SMITH. 

Ox  the  twenty-BCYciith  of  August  I  said  good-bye  to  Kusaie  for 
a  tour  to  the  Gilbert  Ishiiids,  to  take  care  of  my  ten  Gilbert 
"daughters"  who  were  to  re-visit  their  homes. 

None  of  the  girls  were  allowed  to  remain  upon  shore  with  their 
friends,  as  the  siiip  went  from  island  to  island,  for  in  some  cases 
the  parents,  heathen,  would  have  done  their  best  to  hold  them  and 
prevent  their  return  to  us;  and,  withal,  we  could  not  be  sure  that 
some  evil  influence  too  strong  for  resistance  would  not  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  them,  and  thus  ruin  the  work  just  begun.  So  they 
stayed  aboard,  going  ashore  when  we  went,  and  keeping  within  sight 
of  some  of  our  party. 

All  but  two  of  the  girls  returned  to  Kusaie;  but  those  two,  from 
Apaian,  had  proved  unfit  to  remain,  and  were  left  at  their  home. 
Two  new  scholars,  however,  were  obtained  at  Tapetenea,  and  one 
at  Makin. 

At  Makin  I  had  rather  an  unusual  experience.  At  this  island 
more  than  at  any  other  has  opposition  been  made  against  scholars 
being  taken  away;  and  it  was  here  that  one  of  the  girls,  Bereti, 
came  off  to  the  ship  at  night  last  year,  anxious  to  go  to  school, 
but  afraid  her  friends  would  prevent  her. 

Mr.  "Walkup  and  I,  with  some  of  the  scholars,  went  ashore  in 
the  afternoon.  At  the  close  of  the  service  in  the  church  there 
seemed  to  be  a  general  movement  in  our  direction  from  the 
women's  side,  and  as  I  turned,  each  hand  was  seized  and  tightly 
held  by  a  girl  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  while  at  the  same  time  I  felt  a 
pair  of  arms  thrown  about  my  waist  from  behind;  and  in  front  a 
little  girl,  whose  bright,  sweet  face  had  attracted  me  before,  burst 
into  tears  and  begged  me  to  take  her  with  me.  There  was  a  ludi- 
crous side  even  to  this  picture.  I  felt  as  though  I  could  not 
breathe  in  the  vise-like  grasp  of  those  arms  from  behind,  and 
turning  to  see  who  it  was,  found  myself  face  to  face  with  a  huge, 
fat,  greasy  woman  of  twenty-five  or  more, — her  dress  all  rents  and 
dirt,  her  face  smeared  with  oil,  her  hair  in  a  frowzly  tangle  all 
over  her  head. 

"What  are  you  doing?    What  do  you  want  ? "  I  ask. 

"I  want  to  go  to  school  with  you,"  is  the  somewhat  startling 
announcement,  as  she  tries  to  bring  a  few  tears  to  the  surface. 

"  Oh,  you  are  too  old ;  the  school  is  for  girls.  But  take  your 
arms  away, — you  hurt  me." 
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She  released  me  at  once,  turning  with  a  marvelously  quick 
change  of  countenance  from  craving  entreaty  to  fierce  scorn,  to 
say  to  her  companions, — 

"  Ho!  she  says  Fm  too  old;  she  will  not  take  me." 

But  suddenly  I  was  suiTOunded  by  six  or  seven  women,  who 
grasped  the  girls  who  had  laid  hold  of  me,  and  all  bent  their 
efforts  on  pulling  them  away.  I  dropped  all  but  the  two  I  had 
determined,  if  possible,  to  take  with  me,  and  tried,  with  an  arm 
about  each,  to  speak  to  the  women.  But  they  were  wild,  and  as 
unreasonable  as  could  well  be  imagined ;  and  at  last  the  little  one 
who  had  so  won  my  heart  was  seized  by  three  or  four  men  and 
women,  while  one  wrenched  my  arm  away  from  her,  and  another, 
coming  behind  me,  threw  an  arm  so  tightly  about  my  neck  that  I 
could  scarcely  breathe.  Then  the  child,  who,  kicking  and  scream- 
ing, tried  to  escape  from  her  captors,  was  dragged  by  the  hair  over 
the  sharp  coral  stones,  closely  surrounded  by  an  excited  group  of 
men  and  women,  who,  beating  her  as  they  ran,  hurriedly  made  off 
into  the  bush,  the  child's  screams  growing  fainter  and  farther  as 
they  came  back  to  us  through  the  cocoahut-trees. 

And  so  I  had  to  give  her  up;  but  I  held  fast  to  the  other  —  the 
girl  who  had  tried  to  come  with  Bereti  last  year;  and  at  last  her 
mother,  all  fierce  defiance  at  first,  was  tearfully  binding  a  bundle 
of  mats  for  her,  although  still  murmuring  under  her  breath. 

But  the  screams  and  cries  of  that  poor  little  girl  sounded  in  my 
ears  for  long  after,  and  the  feeling  of  disappointment  in  losing  her 
was  very  keen. 

mmm 
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Once  upon  a  time  a  mother,  who  was  going  to  spend  the  after- 
noon away  from  home,  said  to  her  little  boy  that  he  might  go  and 
visit  Aunt  Julia  or  Aunt  Debby, —  just  which  he  chose.  "  O,  Aunt 
Debby's!  Aunt  Debby's!'*  the  little  fellow  cried  with  such  bois- 
terous delight  that  his  mother  reprovingly  said,  "Why,  Joe,  I 
thought  my  little  boy  loved  both  his  aunties  just  alike.'*  "  I  do, 
mamma;  but  —  but  Aunt  Debby  puts  her  cookies  so  low." 
Precious  little  Joe,  with  his  tooth  for  cookies  and  his  childish 
honesty,  has  swung  wide  the  cupboard  doors  of  our  lives,  and  dis- 
closed to  the  world  far  too  many  empty  lower  shelves.  This 
world  is  full  of  little  Joes,  Aunt  Julias,  and  Aunt  Debbies, —  yea^ 
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and  cookies,  too,  if  tboy  were  only  placed  within  oar  reach.  Is  it 
not  strange  that  in  this  grandest  of  ail  centuries,  with  its  many 
demands  for  Christian  and  philanthropic  work,  and  its  correspond- 
ing dopartuients  for  promoting  the  same,  so  much  of  the  good  and 
really  necessary  food  for  a  healthy  growth  of  the  *'  inner  person  " 
is  spoiled  by  placing  it  so  high  that  it  cannot  be  appropriated  for 
the  soul-hunger  of  the  world  ?  Why  is  it  that  the  Aunt  Julias  do 
nut  realize  this  fact?  and  why  do  not  the  little  Joes  remonstrate  so 
loud  and  persistently  that  top  shelves  will  forever  after  be  consid- 
ered demoralizing?    For  are  they  not  demoralizing? 

Lot  us  make  a  practical  application,  for  there  is  not  a  mission- 
ary society  but  has  its  cupboard  aud  cookies,  its  aunts  and  Joes. 
It  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  writer  during  the  past  year  to  visit 
several  societies,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  the  great  hindrance 
has  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  among  the  members  not  to  do  this  or 
that,  for  fear  it  will  not  be  done  as  well,  or  just  the  same,  as  some 
other  person  has  done.  This  feeling  has  become  almost  epidemic 
throughout  our  local  work,  and  because  of  its  ravages  ours  is  not 
the  strong  aud  healthful  body  which  it  might  be  did  every  artery 
and  tiny  vein  pulsate  with  that  life  aud  strength  which  is  hidden 
away  behind  cupboard  doors,  or  resting  on  top  shelves.  How 
often  do  we  hear  this  colloquy:  "  Are  you  going  to  the  missionary 
meeting?"  ** No,  I  think  not."  "  You  really  ought  to  go.  Mrs. 
True  is  going  to  give  a  paper  or  a  reading."  *'Is  that  so?  I  be- 
lieve theu  I  will  go,  for  I  always  enjoy  her  so  much.  She  seems 
to  get  right  down  among  our  little  needs  and  perplexities,  and 
makes  them  so  easy  for  us  to  take  hold  of." 

Another  genuine  case  of  little  Joe  and  Aunt  Debby,  an  instance 
which  recently  came  under  my  observation,  will  illustrate.  A 
president  said,  "Let  us  close  our  meeting  by  singing  the  Dox- 
olo^jy."  A  hush  seemed  to  fall  on  every  lip,  for  the  voice  that 
had  led  these  words  for  years  had,  but  a  few  days  before,  been 
stilled  in  death.  A  pained  look  passed  around,  when,  without  a 
word  being  said,  a  dark-eyed  woman,  who  had  never  been  with  us 
before,  opened  her  lips,  and  in  a  sweet  voice  led  those  grand  old 
words.  Dear  Aunt  Debby,  she  put  her  cookies  so  low,  and  how 
we  little  Joes  did  love  them !  The  dark-eyed  singer  was  not  asked 
if  slic  could  sing  a  Te  Deum  or  an  oratorio,  but  she  was  warmly 
grasped  by  the  hand  and  thanked  for  the  simple,  kindly  act  which 
had  so  drawn  our  hearts  to  her.  "Oh,"  she  replied,  "it  isn't 
much  that  I  can  do,  but  I  try  never  to  let  an  opportunity  pass  of 
doing  that  little."  How  easily  she  might  have  said,  "I  cannot 
sing  a  glorious  anthem,  and  so  will  not  give  so  common  a  thing  as 
the  Doxology."    Our  work  cries  out  for  more  common  things. 
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Christ,  the  instigator  and  commander  of  all  missionary  work, 
heartily  indorses  our  subject,  **  Put  your  cookies  low,"  by  those 
two  simple,  tiny  words  of  his,  "  Go  ye."  He  might  have  said, 
**  Proceed  hence,"  or  "  March  forward,"  but  he  knew  too  well  the 
sweet  rhythm  of  those  familiar  words,.and  the  power  they  possessed 
to  move  the  oncoming  people.  It  was  always  so.  Every  example 
he  gave  us  was  so  beautifully  simple.  He  might  have  made  them 
elaborate,  but  he  chose  to  tell  us  of  the  mustard  seed,  the  smallest 
of  all  seeds,  and  the  growth  of  which  is  probably  the  commonest 
of  all  shrubs,  rather  than  to  bother  our  minds  with  the  twisted 
botanical  name  of  some  famous  plant  or  tree.  Let  us  be  quick  to 
imitate  a  teacher  so  excellent.  Every  person  has  a  cupboard.  No 
cupboard  is  entirely  empty,  or  without  a  low  shelf. — WomarCa  Work 
for  Woman. 

^■»» 

THE  ONE  WOMAN. 

BY  MISS  A.   P.    8T0CKWELL. 

"An  auxiliary  may  be  organized  in  almost  any  church,  if  there 
is  one  woman  who  wisely  and  faithfully  labors  to  do  it." 

Let  us  consider  one  field  where  mission  interest  has  been  sus- 
tained in  this  manner.  Several  years  ago,  one  who  is  at  present 
one  of  our  India  mission  band  was  led,  by  her  enthusiasm  and 
desire  for  systematic  work,  to  visit  various  churches  and  organize 
forces.  She  was  asked  how  many  were  necessary  to  make  an 
organization  practicable,  and  replied,  "If  there  are  three  sisters 
willing  to  pledge  help,^  and  as  willing  to  do  whatever  may  be 
required  of  them,  organize." 

The  required  number  was  found,  and  ftn  auxiliary  was  formed 
in  a  country  church,  whose  entire  membership  did  not  exceed  forty 
persons.  Two  of  the  three  were  soon  associated  with  other  socie- 
ties, and  for  more  than  four  years  the  burden  of  the  church  mis- 
sion work  has  rested  upon  the  one  who  remains. 

'Tis  true  she  has  always  found  helpers  ready  to  help,  and  givers 
to  give;  but  there  was  none  other  to  plan  for  special  meetings,  to 
collect  and  forward  pledges,  to  have  pledges  renewed,  and  cards 
circulated  annually  to  secure  subscribers  to  the  magazine,  and,  in 
brief,  to  prompt  the  work  in  any  way.  One  or  more  public  ser- 
vices have  been  held  each  year.  The  contributions  have  been 
remarkably  uniform,  and  growing  sympathy  with  the  cause  gives 
the  future  a  most  hopeful  outlook.  This  is  not  a  telling  work  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world;  still,  by  means  of  it  our  mission  funds  have 
been  increased  every  quarter,  every  year  or  oftener  the  cause  of 
missions  has  been  forced  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  too  seldom 
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allow  a  thon[(lit  in  that  direction.  Into  many  a  childish  heart  has 
the  good  need  been  sown  whoso  harvest  is  not  yet.  This  sister  has 
neither  abundance  of  learning  nor  of  this  world's  goods,  but 
abounds  in  sincere  love  for  the  Lord  and   his  people. 

Do  not  our  presidents  and  secretaries  know  of  churches  where 
the  one  woman  is  needed?  Is  she  not  waiting  for  you  to  suggest 
and  stir  her  to  the  work?  There  are  many  who  long  to  see  more 
accomplished,  but  feel  incompetent  to  lead,  and  because  of  this 
are  not  active.  Can  we  not  lind  the  one  woman  in  all  our  churches? 
Our  people  need  to  do  more  mission  work,  and  the  world  needs  all 
that  can  possibly  be  done. — The  Missionary  Helper, 


OFFER  TO  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Thk  coming  year  we  hope  to  present  Life  and  Light  to  our* 
readers  in  an  enlarged  and  more  attractive  form.  Of  our  plans 
and  endeavors  in  this  respect  we  can  speak  more  fully  another 
month;  but  at  present,  desiring  to  urge  all  our  friends  to  make 
renewed  efforts  to  help  us  increase  our  subscription  list,  we  would 
s.iy  that  all  new  subscribers  sending  at  once  sixty  cents  for  1889 
will  receive  the  remaining  months  of  1888  free. 


THANK-OFFERING  BOXES. 


The  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  has  on  hand  a  supply  of 
Thank-offering  Boxes  for  auxiliaries.  Price  two  cents  each, 
twenty  cents  a  dozen.  Envelopes  for  the  same  purpose  vjfill  be 
supplied  for  the  p.iyment  of  postage.  Address  Miss  A.  R.  Harts- 
horn, No.  1  Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 


There  never  was  or  will  be  a  body  of  ordained  preachers  large 
enough  to  evangelize  this  world  without  the  help  of  the  great  body 
of  disciples.  Generals  and  captains  may  plan  a  campaign  and  con- 
duct an  engagement,  but  it  is  the  rank  and  file  that  do  the  march- 
ing and  the  fighting.  Every  torpid  church  or  idle  Chnstian  is  a 
hindrance  to  God's  cause  and  a  help  to  the  enemy  of  God  and  man, 
a  dead  weight  upon  the  usefulness  of  those  who  are  willing  to 
work,  and  a  block  upon  the  chariot  wheels  of  God.  He  who  any- 
where neglects  work,  everywhere  delays  work.  The  church  at 
home  is  the  Engine  of  the  machinery  of  the  work  abroad.  What 
if  there  be  no  adequate  motor  to  keep  the  wheels  revolving?  And 
what  of  the  indifferent  disciples  who  throw  on  the  fire  more  water 
than  fuel. — Arthur  T.  Pierson, 
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WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF   MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  July  18  to  Aygust  18,  1888. 
Miss  Ellen  Carruth,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Treas.  Portland,  Wil- 
liston  Cb.,  $17,  Second  Par- 
ish Ch.,  Mission  Cadets,  $10, 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  $15.33,  S.  S., 
$8, 


Total, 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$50  33 
$50  33 


^ew  Hampshire  Branch.— Miss 
A.  E.  Mclutire,  Treas.  Brent- 
wood, Cheerful  Givers,  $10; 
Chester,  Aux.,  $30;  Dover, 
Busy  Bees,  $50;  East  Derry, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $35;  Frances- 
town,  Aux.,  $6;  Greenland, 
Aux.,  $28.80:  Laconia,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Wm.  Swain, 
$25,  Morning  Star  Miss'y 
Class,  $5;  Lebanon,  Aux., 
$41.01;  Links,  $23.16;  Little- 
ton, Aux.,  $13.50;  Manches- 
ter, Hanover  St.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$100;  Merrimack,  Aux.,  $20; 
North  Hampton,  Aux.,  $23.50, 
Mrs.  John  W.  F.  Hobbs, 
const,  self.  L.  M.  $25;  Pem- 
broke, Aux.,  $7;  Piermont, 
Aux.,  $6;  Portsmouth,  Rog- 
ers Circle,  $40;  Salmon  Falls, 
Aux.,  $10;  Stratham,  Lamp- 
lipjhters,  $12;  Walpole,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
A.  Rebecca  Buffum,  $30,  Y. 
P.  M.  C,  $61,  $602  57 


Total, 


$602  57 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Treas.  Alburgh, 
Aux.,  $6.25;  Brattleboro, 
Aux.,  of  wh.,  $25  by  A  Friend, 
$79.27;  West  Brattleboro,  M. 
('.,  $14;  Cambridge,  Aux., 
$10;  West  Charleston,  Aux., 
$14.10;  Guildhall,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Benton,  $5 ;  Newport,  Banyan 
Seeds,  $11.29,  Cheerful  Work- 
ers, $11.63;  Orwell,  Ever- 
greens, $13.43;  Springfield, 
Aux.,  S20;  St.  Johnsbury, 
North  Ch.,  Aux.,  $30,  Y.  N. 
D.  T.  Soc'y,  $5;  Wells  River, 
Aux.,  $0;  Westford,  Aux., 
$5;  Windham,  Hillside  Work- 
ers, $6;  Woodstock,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  IMrs.  Helen 
Amelia  Marsh,  $25;  A  few 
ladies  in  Burlington,  Ben- 
nington,  West   Brattleboro,. 


Pittsford,  Rutland,  Water- 
bury,  and  St.  Johnsbury, 
$500,  $764  97 

West  Townshend.—  Mrs.  Eliza 
li.  Bonnell,  1  00 


$41  15 

7  25 

78  30 


40  00 
1  00 


43  23 


Total,  $765  97 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andoverand  Wobum  Branch.— 
Miss  E.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Lexington,  Aux.,  of  wh.,  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Grace  L. 
Wing,  $39.50;  Andover,  Sun- 
beams, $1.65, 

Barnstable  Branch.— Miss  A. 
Snow,  Treas.  Yarmouth, 
Aux., 

Essex  North  Branch.—  Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  Haver- 
hill, North  Ch.,  Aux., 

Essex  South  Branch.  —  Miss 
S.  W.  Clark,  Treas.  George- 
town, Memorial  Ch.,  Aux., 

Everett.— Mrs.  Cyrus  Hapgood, 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.— Miss  L. 
A.  Sparhawk,  Treas.  Ash- 
field,  Aux.,  $42;  Greenfield, 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
I.  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  East- 
hampton,  Emily  M.  C,  $35; 
North  Amherst,  Aux.,  $25; 
South  Hadley,  Junior  Aux.., 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Addie  E. 
Miller,  $25,  Mt.  Holyoke 
Sem'y,  A  Friend,  $27,  112  00 

Middlesex  Union  Conf.  Asso.— 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Harvard,  Aux.,  10  00 

Old  Colony  Branch.— Miss  F. 
J.  Runnels,  Treas.  New 
Bedford,  Trinitarian  Bible 
School,  $25.37,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  by  Mrs.  M.  L.  F.  Bartlett 
const,  self.  L.  M.  $100,'  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Warren  E.  Chase, 
$210 ;  Lakeville,  Precinct 
Aux.,   $60,  295  37 

Springfield  Branch. — Miss  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas. 
Springfield,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$40,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  $77.34, 
Junior  Aux.,  $23.11,  Wide- 
Awakes,  $10,  Hope  Ch.,  Hope- 
ful Ones,  $80;  Ludlow  Centre, 
Precious  Pearls,  $5,  235  45 

Suffolk  Branch.— Miss  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  A 
Friend,  50  cts.,  Shawmut  Ch., 
Y.  L.  M.  C,  $1.65,  Berkeley 
St.  Ch.,  Opportunitv  M.  C, 
29.35;  Carabridgeport,  Wood 
Memorial  Ch.,  $2;  Chelsea, 
Ceutral  Cb..»  Axjol..^  %^>  ^%^- 
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frim  Rnnd,  $10;  Dorchester, 
[arvard  Coii};.  Ch.,  Auz., 
$210.75;  Fi»xlioro,  Auz.,  $35; 
Jamaica  IMain,  Aiiz.,  fl28.80; 
NetMlham,  Williug  Workers, 
5;  Xuwton,  Auz.,  $235;  Itox- 
1m ry,  Ininiaiiucl  Ch.,  Aux., 
^34.'65;  "Wavorly,  Mrs.  Ja»c»  1). 
liutler,  $10;  Wi>lle8l«*y,roiiuy- 
<i:ithon>r$t.  $26.r*5,  IKM  t>0 

\y  ill  lams  V  ill  e.—y\'\f»  L.  A. 
Tarkor,  1  40 

Worcester  Co.  Itranch.—  yin. 
<.-.  A.  Ijiii('olu,Trcus.  Auburn, 
31.  C,  $25;  tiardner,  Aux., 
$:jO;  Millbury,  Sfioiid  Ch., 
Aux.,  $88;  !^outhbriil}:e,  Sec- 
ond (-h.,  Aux.,  $10;  \\'orci*8- 
ter,  Old  8outh  (Ui.,  $31.60; 
WliitinHvillo,  Aux.,  of  >rlr. 
$50  const.  L.  M's  Mm.  Kliza 
Fletclicr,  Miss  Alice  H.  Clark, 
$412.75,  597  35 


Total, 


RIIODK   ISLAND. 


$2,403  10 


Total,  $476  50 


<!OXNErTICrT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.— "Missi 
M.  I.  Lockwooil,  Trcas. 
Colchester,  Aux.,  $1,  Wide- 
Awakos,  $4;  WiUunantic, 
Aux.,  §1 ;  Sttuiington,  t^ccond 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $22.50,  $28  60 

Hartford  Jtranch.—^lrfi.  (i.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  CoUina- 
ville,  Aux.,  $29.80;  Hartford, 
Fourth  Ch.,  Aux.,  $25.75; 
South  Coventry,  Aux.,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  U.  V.  Topliif,  $25; 
Suffield,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  S8.22,         88  77 

N&tv  Haven  Jiranch.—^lisB  J. 
Twiniujj.Treas.  New  Haven, 
Center  Ch.,  Aux.,  10,  Y.  L.  M. 
C,  $120,  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer, 
Aux.,  $130.10,  Y.  L.  :M.  C, 
$105,  College  St.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$34.75,  Dixwell  Ave.,  Ch., 
Aux.,  $10;  Fair  Haven,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  Quinnipiac  M.  C, 
$30,  XTnited  Ch.,  Aux.,  $8, 
Mrs.  Cady's  School,  $5,  Mre. 
Nettleton,  $5,  457  85 


Rhode  Island  Brandts—  Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Provi- 
dence, Ehnwood  Workers, 
$20,  Free  Ch.,  Aux.,  $45.50, 
Pilcrim  F.  M.  C,  $10;  Paw- 
tucKCt,  Aux.,  of  wli.  $25  by 
Mrs.  E.  C.  E.  Davis,  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Maud  Mabel  Davis,  i 

$.300,  $375  50 

Woonsocket.—  2\.  Friend,  100  00 


Total, 


$675  12 


LEOACr. 

Eastern  Cann.hranch.—JjBgaey 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Coit  WUliami, 
Second  Ch.,  Xorwich,  $200  00 

KKW  TOBK. 

GloversvUle.—Aux.,  $196  00 

New  York  State  Branch,— "hlln 
C  A.  Holmes,  Troas.  Aqae- 
bogue,  Aux.,  $30:  Brooklyn, 
Tompkins  Ave.,  Star  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $26;  Copenhagen,  A  ox., 
of  wti.  $50  consL  L.  M's  BIrs. 
3Iar3r  Hushnell,  Mrs.  Melissa 
Austin,  $70:  Fairport,  Mr.  O. 
Hrooks,  $100 ;  Frewsbnrg, 
Monthly  coll'n,  $5;  Madison, 
Aux.,  c>25:  New  Haven,  Mrs. 
R.  B.  Johnson,  $20;  North 
Walton,  Aux.,  $4.75;  Foueh- 
keepsie,  Cong.  S.  S.,  Prim. 
Dept.,  $4;  Spenceriiort,  La- 
dies' ISeuev.  Soc'y,  $30;  Sus- 
pension Jiridge*  Aux.,  $10; 
Syracuse,  Aux.,  $100;  Wal- 
ton, Aox.,  $10,  433  75 

Total,  $669  75 

rs  FX^RGI  A. 

Sftvannah, —  Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $6  00 


Total, 
onio. 


$6  00 


North  MonroevUle.—yin.  H.  M. 
St.  John,  $1  40 

Total,  $1  40 

CALIFORNIA. 

AVCaJoM.— Branches  of  the  Vine,  $5  00 


Total, 

MINNEHOTA. 

J/«iu«.— liirthday  Box, 

Total, 

KXGLAXD. 

Chigwell.—yiiss  S.  L.  Ropes, 

Total, 

(rcneral  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacy, 


$5  00 

$5  60 
$560 

$26  00 


$25  00 

$6,485  24 

21  96 

200  00 


Total,        $6,707  20 

Miss  Harriet  W.  May, 

Ass't  Treaa^ 
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EXTRACTS  FKOM  LETTER  FROM  MISS  MART  POOLE. 
Osaka,  May  1,  1888. 

I  AM  not  yet  independent  of  an  interpreter,  but  give  my  mom- 
ingB  to  study  of  tlie  language,  teacLinf^  in  the  aitemoonE.  I  am 
much  impressed  by  tlie  illustrationa  of  tbe  OrientaliBms  of  the 
Bible  wbicb  meet  us  od  every  band  in  the  manners  and  customs 
of  llie  people.  When  I  see  a  man  nith  a  lai^e  fan,  fanning  a  heap 
of  rice  to  remove  tbe  bulls,  I  am  reminded  of  Matt.  iii.  12.  Men 
are  often  seen  carrying  tlieir  futona,  or  beds  on  tbeir  shoulders, 
wliich  brings  to  mind  tbe  miracle  recorded  in  Mark  ii.  3-13.  Tlie 
bumble  seat  just  nitliin  the  door,  taken  by  a  guest  on  entering  a 
bouEe,  and  the  invitation  to  a  more  honorable  place,  recalls  Luke 
.  xiv.  7-12.  The  common  sight  of  men  and  women  praying  in  tbe 
streets,  especially  those  who  worship  tbe  sun,  brings  to  mind  the 
verse,  "  And  when  ye  pray,  ye  shall  not  be 
for  they  love  to  pray  in  tbe  synagt^ues  and 
atreets,  that  they  may  be  seen  of  men." 

Very  many  of  tbe  Japanese  wish  to  securi 
civilization  of  our  own  and  European 
religion  ;  not  knowing  that  this  civ 
Cbristianity,  which  makes  the  diffei 
ditiou  and  that  which  they 
horse-cars,  telegraph 


cure  for  tbeir  country  the 
ons,  without  tbe  Christian 
Ltion  is  tbe  outgrowth  of 
I  between  tbeir  own  con- 
Tokio,  the  capital  of  Japan,  has 
college  with  a  course  of 
study  as  elaborate  aa  any  in  our  own  land.  Here  dwells  tbe  Uikv 
do,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  these  signs  of  civilization,  goes  regularly 
with  his  twelve  wives  to  worship  and  bum  incense  at  the  tombs  of 
his  ancestors.  All  the  public  officers  must  believe,  or  pretend  to 
do  so,  that  be  is  of  divine  origin, —  descended  in  an  unbroken  line 
from  the  gods,  and  after  his  death  will  become  a  god.  Tbe  masses 
of  tbe  people  bow  daily  in  tbe  thousands  of  temples,  or  chant  their 
prayers  before  the  "god-shelf  "  found  in  every  heathen  home. 
You  would  have  been  interested  in  our  exei'ciBes  on  the  tenth 
(S89) 
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uiiiii  vei-Hiiry  of  the  opening;  of  our  school,  Feb.  25th.  The  girls  sang 
very  well,  thanks  to  the  careful  traiiiiug  of  Mr.  Allchin,  and  the 
Euf^Iish  pieces  were  spoken  with  distinctness  and  accuracy.  I  can- 
not testify  BO  intelligently  as  to  the  Japanese  part  of  the  programme. 

We  are  now  preparing  for  the  close  of  school  in  July.  Then 
31i8s  Colby  and  I  will  go  to  the  mountain  Ileizau^-  where  all  the 
missionaries  of  the  Board  meet,  and  hold  two  weeks  conference ; 
enjoying  tent  life  in  the  delightfully  cool  and  invigorating  air. 
There  the  work  of  the  year  is  reviewed,  and  plans  for  the  coming 
year  take  shape. 

Your  prayers  are  a  constant  sux)port,  and  the  thought  that  I  am 
remembered  in  your  Christian  love  is  a  great  help  to  me. 


SOUTH    AFRICA. 

LETTER  FKOM  MISS  LAURA  DAY. 

Adams  Mission  Station,  May  24,  1888. 

Tuis  is  the  Queen's  birthday,  and  Mr.  Aruot,  who  is  in  Mr. 
tCxuodenough\s  place  in  the  school,  proi>osed  a  holiday  for  the  boys, 
to  which  I  heartily  res2)onded.  I  thought  I  would  accompany 
them  to  a  waterfall  a  little  distance  up  the  Amanzimtote  River, 
but  have  concluded  to  remain  at  home  and  wiite.  It  is  now  six- 
teen weeks  since  the  opening  of  this  term,  and  this  is  the  first  hol- 
iday we  have  observed;  in  fact,  it  is  almost  the  only  one  since  my 
connection  with  the  school.  We  move  on  so  slowly  that  it  seems 
Jta  if  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  a  single  day.  The  weeks  pass  so 
rapidly  that  one  is  hardly  begun  before  Friday  is  upon  us ;  every  hour 
is  too  short,  and  it  is  well  I  have  not  the  power  to  double  the 
length  of  each  hour,  as  I  often  feel  I  should  be  glad  to  do.  How- 
rever,  we  do  accom])lish  something,  and  the  superintendent  of 
(Schools  gave  us  much  encouragement  when  he  visited  us. 

My  classes  are  Bible,  reading,  grammar,  algebra,  and  singing. 
"The  boys  are  well-disposed,  and  most  of  them  wish  to  do  well. 
All  but  fifteen  in  the  school  are  Christians,  and  many  of  them  give 
good  evidence  of  their  sincerity.  Our  Wednesday  morning  class 
prayer-meeting,  which  was  discontinued  the  first  of  the  term,  has 
been  renewed,  and  I  regard  it  as  of  great  profit  to  us  all.  I  was 
.»urx)rised  on  reading  some  extracts  from  my  letter  describing  my 
home,  to  find  I  had  omitted  so  many  details  in  my  surroundings. 
From  my  sitting-room  window,  looking  east,  I  can  see  Mr.  Kusseirs 
JiouKc,  the  church,  carpenter's  shop,  and  Mr.  Ireland's  house.    From 
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my  bedroom  window,  looking  west,  Jubilee  Hall,  Mr.  Robbins' 
and  Mr.  Kilbon*s  houses.  These  houses  on  the  west  are  on  high 
ground,  and  have  a  fine  view  of  the  sea,  which  I  just  fail  to  get 
from  my  room.  The  first  houses  here  were  built  near  the  river,  for 
convenience,  and  the  soil  is  better  for  gardens,  but  it  is^pleasanter, 
more  comfortable  and  healthful  on  the  hills.  South  of  my  room 
are  five  little  brick  cottages,  occupied  by  students  of  the  theological 
class,  of  which  Mr.  Kilbon  has  charge  this  term,  Mr.  Robbins  being 
laid  aside  by  illness.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  he  is  now  better, 
though  for  some  time  his  life  was  despaired  of.  All  about  us  on 
the  hills  are  native  cottages,  among  which  I  often  walk  in  the 
afternoon,  and  seldom  fail  of  a  pleasant  chat  with  some  of  the  in- 
mates. It  is  pleasant  and  encouraging  to  notice  a  gradual  im- 
l>rovement  in  the  furnishing  and  keeping  of  these  houses.  I 
always  enjoy  a  call  at  the  home  of  one  of  our  native  teachers, 
everything  is  so  very  neat  and  wholesome,  and  the  little  baby  is  so 
well  cared  for,  being  bathed,  dressed  and  undressed,  as  is  the  cus- 
tom in  our  own  country,  but  not  the  prevailing  method  here. 

I  am  anticipating  a  visit  to  Umtwalume  in  about  two  weeks,  to 
spend  the  vacation  with  Mrs.  Wilder.  I  shall  ride  on  horseback 
about  five  miles  to  the  main  road,  where  I  shall  meet  an  omnibus 
drawn  by  six  or  eight  oxen,  which  will  take  me  to  the  village  of 
Umzinto,  about  twenty-five  miles  farther.  I  shall  spend  the  night 
there,  and  Mrs.  Wilder  will  send  her  horse  to  take  me  the  remaining 
twenty  miles.  I  enjoy  riding  horseback  very  much,  and  if  the 
omnibus  is  not  crowded  I  do  not  object  to  being  drawn  by  oxen; 
they  really  do  get  over  the  ground  more  rapidly  than  one  would 
think. 

I  do  less  work  now  than  formerly,  when  I  had  care  of  dormi- 
tories, dining-room,  and  mending,  besides  the  general  oversight  of 
the  boys,  and  teaching  more  classes  than  I  now  have.  Perhaps  if 
I  had  done  less  in  past  years  I  should  have  more  strength  now. 
As  it  is,  I  am  obliged  to  avoid  all  evening  work  or  visiting,  and  to 
take  long  walks,  work  in  garden  or  do  some  active  housework  to 
secure  a  needed  amount  of  sleep. 

Miss  Jones  made  us  two  short  visits  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates. 
She  took  tea  with  me,  and  I  enjoyed  visiting  with  her  very  much 
indeed.  She  has  now  gone  to  Inhambane,  to  join  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ousley. 

While  I  am  visiting  at  Umtwalume  I  shall  probably  ride  fifteen 
miles  to  Umzumbi,  and  visit  the  friends  there.  I  shall  then  see 
Miss  Houseman,  who  has  written  to  me  a  very  cheerful  letter,  and 
isays  her  health  is  much  improved. 
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INDIA. 
My  dear : 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  little  note  which  accompanied 
the  circular, —  more  for  the  note  than  for  the  circular,  in  fact.  I 
wish  I  could  often  write  "  a  word  for  the  girls,"  for  I  know  and 
love  many  of  them.  • 

I  have  just  written  a  letter  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  a 
new  dormitory, —  a  special  grant, —  and  the  mission  has  voted  to 
support  me  in  making  the  request  It  will  require  Ke.  750,  or  $270 
for  this  purpose,  and  we  earnestly  hope  the  grant  may  be  made, 
and  that  soon.  It  seems  impossible  to  allow  the  girls  to  occupy 
the  present  dormitory  through  another  rainy  season.  The  floor  of 
the  house  in  front  is  six  inches  above  the  ground  outside;  at  the  ' 
back  it  is  nesirly  a  foot  below,  so  that  when  it  rains  the  water 
comes  in  freely:  this,  in  (addition  to  the  leaky  roof,  renders  it  a 
most  unhealthy  dwelling-place  during  the  rain.  The  cost  of  rais- 
ing the  floor  and  repairing  doors  and  roof,  would  be  more  than 
the  old  walls  —  made  of  sun-dried  mud  brick  —  are  worth. 

If  you  examine  our  report,  you  will  see  that  we  are  intending  to 
move  the  circle  of  girls  hitherto  occupying  this  dormitory  into  the 
hospital  for  the  next  six  months.  We  are  sorry  to  use  the  hospital 
for  this  purpose,  and  in  case  of  measles  (as  last  rainy  season)  or 
small-pox  (as  at  the  close  of  last  term),  I  do  not  know  what  we 
could  do;  but  I  hope  some  way  will  be  provided,  and  when  our 
new  dormitory  replaces  the  old  one,  all  will  run  smoothly  again. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  ere  this  of  the  death  of  Professor  De 
Regt,  recently  sent  out  to  Ahmednagar,  to  be  associated  in  the  col- 
lege with  Mr.  Smith.  The  loss  to  the  mission,  and  all  connected 
with  it,  is  very  great.  He  was  of  a  gentle  and  affectionate  dispo- 
sition, and  had  made  friends  on  every  side.  One  of  the  teachers, 
writing  to  Mr.  Smith,  spoke  of  him  as  the  "Pearl"  of  the  college. 
We  all  mourn  for  him  Jis  for  a  younger  brother,  and  our  hearts 
ache  as  we  think  of  the  stricken,  mourning  parents.  Few  parents 
have  such  a  son.  We  also  feel  great  sympathy  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  in  whose  family  he  lived,  and  who  had  become 
much  attached  to  him.  He  was  just  the  one  for  his  place, 
and  most  helpful  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  must  now  shoulder  the 
burden  again  alone.  Dr.  Clark  has  written  that  another  man 
will  be  sent  to  take  his  place  as  soon  as  possible, —  perhaps  by 
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October.  Until  the  arrival  of  a  new  helper,  my  sister  Julia  has 
been  appointed  by  the  mission  to  assist  as  Professor  of  Latin 
and  History.  Mr.  S.  seems  to  regard  this  as  a  great  sacrifice 
on  our  part, — ^giving  up  our  work  for  his;  bjat  it  is  all  God's  work, 
and  I  am  glad  to  spare  her  in  this  emergency,  and  glad  also  that 
she  is  capable  of  taking  the  position.  I  shall  have  help  from  the 
superintendent  of  schools,  and  feel  sure  that  extra  strength  will  be 
given  me  to  meet  the  need.  I  am  confident,  too,  of  special  sympa- 
thy and  prayer  from  you,  my  dear  Chicago  helpers. 

I  am  better  and  stronger  than  when  I  first  came  to  India,  and 
so  better  able  to  meet  the  unexpected  demand.  I  may  yet  attain 
the  goal  I  have  set  before  me;  i.  e.,  forty  years  of  labor  here  with- 
out a  break ! 

I  shall  miss  Julia  very  much  in  the  conducting  the  weekly 
prayer-meetings  among  our  girls.  This  has  always  been  her 
charge,  except  the  last  Tuesday  in  each  month,  which  is  mis- 
sionary day.  I  often  feel  very  keenly  the  central  truth  of  a  giveri 
topic  or  passage  of  Scripture,  but  to  analyze  it  or  enlarge  upon  and 
illustrate  it  for  the  girls  is  very  difficult  to  me.  I  long  to  help  them, 
to  lead  them  to  purer  thoughts  and  speech.  It  is  not  strange,  when 
we  remember  their  surroundings  in  their  village  homes,'  that  they 
should  fall  far  below  our  standard  in  these  matters,  but  it  is  sad, 
and  I  long  to  aid  them  to  attain  to  a  better  mode  of  life. 

Please  remember  me  affectionately  to  all  the  young  ladies  of 
the  Mission  Circle,  and  believe  me. 

Very  lovingly  yours, 

Emily  Bissell. 

Mahableitwak,  May,  1888. 

♦♦# 

JAPAN. 
BOYS'   SCHOOL  AT  SENDAI. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term  I  told  the  second-year 
boys,  through  Mr.  Ichihara,  the  principal,  that  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  any  of  them  who  would  pledge  themselves  to  come  regu- 
larly and  prepare  their  lessons  carefully  one  evening  of  each  week, 
for  study  of  the  Christian  truth,  at  my  room.  To  my  surprise 
thirty-three  presented  themselves,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  ask 
for  the  larger  rooms  down-stairs,  and  divide  the  class  into  two. 
With  very  few  exceptions  these  have  all  been  present  every  night 
thus  far. 

At  first  I  dictated  to  them,  asking  them  to  prepare  carefully 
what  I  gave  them  for  the  following  week,  also  Bible  verses  in  both. 
Japanese  and  English  bearing  on  the  topic.     Then  I  let  them  take 
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the  **  Story  of  the  Gospel."  They  read  an  advanco  lesson  one 
evcninjj,  with  a  careful  explanation  of  all  words,  so  that  the  mean- 
ing; should  be  perfectly  plain  to  them;  then  I  had  the  same  passage 
read  from  the  Japanese  Testament  as  recorded  by  the  different 
evanp^elists,  and  on  the  next  eveninj;  one  of  the  Christians  fcave  a 
reimme  of  the  readinj^*in  Japanese.  Tlie  boys  here  do  not  shrink 
from  speaking  on  religious  subjects,  an«l  there  have  been  attentive, 
respectful  listeners  every  evening.  At  exactly  half  past  seven  I 
have  called  them  to  order,  and  exactly  half  past  eight  they  have 
gone  home;  but  I  have  allowed  them  to  come  half  an  hour  before 
the  time  appointed  to  begin,  and  let  them  play  games  for  that 
time.  Early  in  the  spring  they  played  anagrams,  and  lately  cro- 
quet, which  I  got  ]>urposely  for  them.  With  your  knowledge  of 
boys,  you  will  doubtless  agree  with  mo  that  the  games  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  regularity  of  attendance,  especially  as  irregu- 
larity is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  we  have  to  contend  with  in  our 
school. 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  one  of  the  young  men  in  my.  Ger- 
man class  is  now  active  in  all  Christian  work.  The  day  after  he 
was  baptized  he  led  in  prayer,  and  seems  faithful  and  earnest. 

Besides  the  two  evenings  wliich  I  devote  to  the  above-mentioned 
classes,  and  the  Saturday  evening,  I  still  keep  up  the  Bible  class  I 
began  in  the  fall.  Many  of  its  members  have  gone  into  Sabbath- 
school  work,  but  those  who  are  not  engaged  in  Christian  work  are 
regular  in  attendance,  and  always  have  their  lessons  prepared. 

My  heart  has  many  desires,  as  you  see,  and  I  know  you  and  the 
dear  friends  at  home  will  unite  your  prayers  with  mine  tjfiat  the 
seed  sown  may  8]>ring  up  and  bear  much  fruit. 

Please  remember  mo  cordially  to  Jill  dear  friends.  It  is  a  com- 
fort to  know  you  pray  for  us. 

Cordially  yours, 

Mathilde  Meyeb. 


INDIA. 
FROM  MRS.  HARDING. 

Paduli  {in  tents)^  February. — We  have  had  a  most  interesting 
Sabbath  here,  —  two  long  services,  with  about  an  hour  between. 
Mr.  II.  preached  in  the  morning  from  the  words,  "  I  will  give  you 
rest,"  "Take  my  yoke  upon  you;''  and  in  the  afternoon  on  "For- 
giveness." The  pcoi)lc  listened  very  well.  Seven  children  were 
baptized  and  nine  adults  received  into  the  church,  five  of  them 
being  children  of  Christian  parents.  After  the  close  of  the  com- 
munion service  we  were  subjects  of  a  unique  ceremony.  Garlands 
of  flowers  were  brought  and  placed  about  our  necks,  and  bunches 
of  flowers  in  our  hands.  Most  of  the  Christians,  also,  had  flowers 
in  some  form  or  other.  Then  sjindal-wood  oil  was  put  on  the 
backs  of  our  hands,  or  on  some  part  of  our  clothing,  so  that  we 
bore  its  fragrance  with  us  in  a  marked  manner.  To  us  it  did  not 
seem  naturally  in  keeping  with  the  solemn  and  impressive  ser- 
vice just  closed;  but  the  gifts  were  an  expression  of  love  to  the 
Lord  and  to  his  servants,  and  as  such  we  accepted  them  from  his 
"little  ones.'' 

Since  the  close  of  the  meeting  we  have  had  groups  of  Chris- 


FROM  MRS.  HARDING.  395; 

tians  about  our  tents  until  nearly  tea-time.  Many  came  to  talk 
with  us,  and  rot  a  few  for  medicine ;  so  before  night  we  were  well- 
nigh  exhausted,  but  we  count  this  to  have  been  a  most  precious, 
day. 

Lipani  {NursH^s  Village)^  Wednesday. — ^We  are  meeting  with 
great  kindness  here  from  Nursu  and  his  brothers,  as  we  did  last 
year.  Nursu's  gifts  are  many,  his  humility  marked,  and  his  love 
very  precious.  We  have  been  to-day  to  a  village  three  miles  from 
here,  to  see  one  of  our  Christian  old  women.  There  was  a  large- 
wedding  in  progress.  It  will  continue  for  several  days  yet.  While 
we  were  there  the  young  bridegroom  was  being  paraded  round,  his. 
head  and  neck  decked  with  tinseled  paper,  and  he  himself  seated' 
on  a  white  horse.  Some  were  blowing  clarionets  before  him,  and. 
others  beating  drums.  The  young  bride  we  did  not  see;  she  was- 
asleep,  they  said,  for  she  had  been  taking  part  in  festivities  and 
processions  the  whole  of  tlie  previous  night,  up  to  the  time  we 
were  there.  The  young  bridegroom,  and  his  father  and  mother,  had- 
never  seen  her  at  all,  but  to-day  they  were  to  see  her.  All  nego- 
tiations for  this  marriage  had  been  carried  on  through  others, 
according  to  universal  custom  here.  We  are  acquainted  with  the- 
mother  of  the  bridegroom,  as  she  lives  in  Watwad,  the  home  of 
several  of  our  Christians.  She  was  dressed  to-day  in  a  handsome^ 
robe  with  a  wide  silk  border,  and  loaded  with  jewels.  She  and 
her  husband  must  give  handsome  gifts  at  this  time,  as  well  as  the- 
parents  of  the  bride,  beside  sumptuous  feasts  to  a  large  number  of 
relatives  and  friends.  We  tried  to  talk  to  the  people  wlio  had* 
gathered  to  the  wedding,  but  their  minds  were  too  full  of  the 
festivities.  These  will  continue  five  days,  and  all  will  be  heartily- 
glad  when  they  are  over. 

On  Monday,  at  Daulpur,  the  young  woman  of  whom  I  wrote 
you  last  year  as  having  wept  during  the  communion  season  because 
she  could  not  come  forward  with  the  others,  was  bJiptized.  In  the 
forenoon  we  went  to  her  husband's  village,  and  talked  with  him. 
We  left  one  of  our  Cliristians  to  converse  with  him  more  quietly. 
He  made  no  objection  to  his  wife's  baptism,  and  so  in  the  after- 
noon we  gathered  some  of  our  Christians  together  and  she  received 
the  sacred  rite.  She  seemed  very  happy.  She  is  a  warm-liearted 
woman,  and  I  found  it  hard  to  say  **  good-bye  '*  to  her.  **It  will 
be  desolate  after  you  have  all  left,"  she  said. 

One  of  the  worst  Hindu  festivals  has  just  closed,  when  all  ideas 
of  propriety  and  restraint  are  set  aside,  and  the  people  indulge  in 
lawlessness  and  evil  language.  We  were  much  annoyed  at  the 
hideous  noises  and  the  frequent  sight  of  men  in  a  state  of  drunk- 
enness. When  will  these  wicked  festivals  be  done  away,  and  the 
true  Grod  honored  by  his  creatures! 

Sholapur,  June  2'M, — This  letter,  which  I  wrote  at  various  points 
on  my  journey,  has  been  delayed  in  getting  into  shape  to  send  you. 
About  the  end  of  March  we  went  to  the  hills,  for  change  of  aii*.. 
Now  we  are  back  again  to  our  home  and  our  work. 

Our  rainy  season  lias  just  commenced.  A  few  showers  have 
fallen  and  refreshed  -the  earth.  We  long  for  showers  of  blessing, 
to  cheer  our  hearts  and  make  fruitful  our  work.  We  hope  and 
pray  for  great  blessing  to  flow  from  the  great  missionary  confer- 
ence in  London.  May  it  be  felt  all  over  the  world.  Pray,  pray 
for  us  I 
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MEXICO. 

LETTER  BY  MRS.  SARA  B.  ROWLAND. 

Guadalajara,  July  25,  '88. 
Dear  Secrktakt:  — 

I  will  ''rest  and  recreate "  to-day  by  writing,  becauBO  I  am  bo 
fflad  that  last  night's  exercises  passed  off  well;  and  I  will  send  my 
letter  to  you,  because  this  is  ^liss  Raskin's  Bchool,  and  she  belongs 
to  you. 

The  school  has  been  small  this  year,  because  of  Miss  Haskln's  ab- 
sence; for  I  could  not  receive  young  laidies,  because  they  need  some 
one  with  them  constantly,  and  so  I  could  not  give  them  the  neces- 
sary care.  It  is  customary  here  for  young  lames  to  be  kept  under 
very  close  supervision,  never  going  into  the  streets  alone;  and  our 
Mexican  teacher,  while  she  is  good  and  faithful  as  can  be,  is  but  a 

§irl  herself.  This  teacher,  Josefa,  has  never  left  the  school  a  day 
uriug  the  past  six  months.  She  has  often  come  as  early  as  seven, 
— ^not  leaving  till  six, —  seeing  that  the  girls  did  their  work  properly, 
and  always  kind,  faithful,  and  patient.  On  Sundays  she  has  had  a 
class  in  Sabbath -school,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  carrying 
on  our  Temperance  and  Literary  Society,  and  is  a  good  helper  in 
every  way. 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  examinations  occurred.  As  the  chil- 
dren were  small  the  studies  were  not  advanced,  but  we  had  the 
usual  classes  in  arithmetic,  geography,  catechism,  and  reading, 
with  exercises  in  English,  singing,  and  Scripture  recitations. 

Our  new  schoolroom  is  very  pleasant, — with  a  pretty,  frescoed 
wall  and  ceiling,  floor  of  red  brick  tile,  and  two  windows  opening 
on  the  street;  on  the  wall  hang  pictures  and  maps,' a  small  cup- 
board holds  the  extra  school-books,  and  the  desks  are  patterned 
like  those  used  in  the  United  States;  an  organ  stands  near  the 
platform,  and  two  tables  and  two  blackboards  complete  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  room.  We  had  a  dozen  bouquets  of  roses,  orange 
buds,  geraniums,  and  many  other  flowers  which  grow  here  the 
year  round,  and  the  air  was  iilmost  heavy  with  perfume. 

But  it  breaks  my  heart  to  talk  about  the  schoolroom,  for  we 
have  been  ordered  out  of  our  pleasant  new  house,  where  we  are 
so  happy,  and  everything  is  so  convenient  for  our  work.  The 
priests  are  angry  because  we  are  so  near  their  new  church  (St. 
Joseph's),  and  are  trying  to  get  us  out  before  the  dedication 
takes  place.  They  have  made  things  so  unpleasant  for  the  owner 
of  the  house  that  he  has  warned  us  to  leave  October  1st,  and  we 
shall  have  to  go.  We  do  not  know  which  way  to  turn,  as  we 
searched  for  months  before  finding  this  house,  but  we  hope  some 
way  will  be  opened.  I  have  gained  rapidly  since  we  have  been 
here,  and  am  thankful  for  this  summer.  No  priests  can  take  that 
from  us. 

Our  examinations  passed  oft  well,  and  we  had  a  good  audience, 
which  was  very  gratifying  to  the  children.  The  sewing  was  on 
exhibition,  and  there  were  some  neat  ''samplers"  and  embroid- 
ered handkerchiefs,  outline  cards  worked  in  silk  by  the  little  ones, 
and  a  large  patchwork  quilt.  Josefa  does  very  beautiful  drawn 
work,  but  had  not  time  to  prepare  any  for  this  time.  ^ 

The  evening  entertainment  was  the  most  attractive,  as  it  was 
an  oJd -fashioned  "exhibition,"   and  we  had  a  full  house,  many 
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climbing  up  on  the  iron  bars  over  the  windows  to  peep  in  the 
bright  room  filled  with  flowers,  and  children  in  their  aerapes  of 
mania  or  Mexican  print,  which  is  often  as  pretty  as  our  lawn. 

People  often  ask  how  our  children  look.  Could  you  have  seen 
them  last  evening,  I  am  sure  you  would  have  thought  them  as 
bright  looking  as  those  at  home.  Some  have  dark  skins,  and 
there  are  some  marked  by  small-pox ;  but  many  have  clear  olive 
complexions,  and  some  are  clear  pink  and  white.  There  are  many 
with  black,  sparkling  eyes  and  beautiful  black  hair,  which  they 
wear  **  banged "  in  front  and  braided  at  the  back,  like  little 
**home  girls." 

I  wish  you  could  have  seen  little  Luisa  as  she  gave  her  recita- 
tion in  a  sweet,  lisping  voice;  or  Julia,  who  gave  hei*s  in  both  Eng- 
lish and  Spanish ;  or  Elena,  who  has  a  natural  gift  of  elocution ;  or 
Emilie  and  Refugio,  who  did  so  well  in  their  dialogue;  or  Clarissa, 
who  is  so  beautiful ;  or  Josi,  whose  eyes  are  so  full  of  fun  that  I 
trembled  till  his  verses  were  safely  over.  He  wore  a  very  neat 
linen  suit,  in  which  his  mother  had  taken  the  precaution  to  sew 
up  the  pockets,  lest  he  should  disgrace  himself  oj  putting  in  his 
hands. 

They  all  repeated  in  concert, — 

"  O  what  can  little  hands  do 
To  please  the  King  of  Heaven  ?  " 

with  appropriate  gestures;  and  when  they  sang  "Jesus,  Saviour, 
pilot  me,"  I  saw  an  American  lady,  recently  come  among  us,  brush 
away  a  tear.  There  were  many  recitations  in  Spanish,  and  a  class 
of  four  little  tots,  who  had  been  taught  by  the  wife  of  one  of  our 
native  helpers,  recited  psalm  after  psalm,  the  Commandments,  and 
catechism,  also  each  one  a  separate  recitation,  and  did  their 
teacher  great  credit. 

The  exercises  closed  with  singing  their  usual  evening  hymn,  a 
translation  of  "Jesus,  Tender  Shepherd,"  and  then  each  received 
a  prize  of  a  pretty  book,  a  Christmas  card,  and  box  of  candy. 

This  is  one  of  the  times  when  we  feel  encouraged  about  our 

work.     Amid  the  trials  and  friction  of  every-day  life  we  seem  to 

be  making  but  little  progress,  but  on  these  "  red-letter  days  "  we 

can  see  that  our  seed  does  grow,  if  not  as  fast  as  we  could  wish. 

Mrs.  Sara  B.  Howland. 
^^^ 

Married,  in  Niigata,  Japan,  June  21st,  Mrs.  Eliza  Canfield  Ken- 
dall and  Kev.  Doremus  Scudder,  M.D. 


4^^ 

Miss  Mary  M.  Patrick,  of  the  Constantinople  Home,  has  arrived 
at  Lyons,  Iowa. 

i-^t . 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Ament,  accompanied  by  Miss  Lizzie  Pier- 
son,  sailed  for  China,  August  30th. 

♦>♦ 


OUR    ANNUAL    FEAST    OF    INGATHERING  AT   53   DEAR- 
BORN STREET. 

We  regret  that  lack  of  space  forbids  any  attempt  to  report  this 
unusually  attractive  and  inspiring  meeting,  which  occurred  Friday, 
August  10th.  "The  rooms  were  filled  to  overflowing;  Miss  Porter 
occupied  the  leader's  chair;  a  piano,  presided  over  b^  Mi%^  ^<c^'^^ 
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aiul  Kcvcral  youiiK  Ladies  from  Uniou  Park  Church  to  start  the 
hyiiius;  the  presence  uf  Mrs.  Ameut  of  China,  and  Miss  Ward 
from  Presbyterian  Mission  of  Nortli  Cliina,  and  of  Mrs.  Howe  and 
Mrs.  Little,  mothers  of  two  of  our  precious  new  missionaries, — 
these  arc  a  part  of  circumstances  whicli  united  in  giving  ns  a 
meeting  Kchloni  equaled  in  interest.  For  a  full  account  of  the 
exercises  we  refer  our  reiulers  to  the  September  number  of  JfiMton 
Studies.  The  same  uuniber  also  contains  an  aL*ticle  of  unusual 
thou^htfulness  and  sii;;^estion,  entitled,  ''The  Thank-Offering 
Twice  IJlessed,"  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Lloyd,  of  Ravenswooo. 
Tliis  little  sheet  brinj^s  to  its  readers  each  month  more  than  the 
]>rice  of  its  annual  subscription  in  information  and  encouragement. 
Price,  25  cents  per  year.  Address  Miss  H.  D.  Wingate,  53  Dear- 
born Street,  Chicago,  111. 


-•♦♦- 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

TnK  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  Interior  will  be  held  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  October  31st. 
The  ladies  of  Terre  Haute  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  who 
can  attend,  and  hospitality  is  freely  offered.  Those  desiring  enter- 
tainment may  address  Mrs.  C.  M.  Wfiri-en,  514  South  Sixth  Street, 
Terre  Haute,  Intl.,  before  October  10th.  For  reduction  of  fare,  see 
Mission  Studies  for  October. 


-«♦♦- 


mt  ^pvtmnif 


STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 

WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE  NORTH  CHINA  MISSION. 

Ladi/  Missionaries :  Locate  them.  Who  has  been  in  China  over 
thirty  years?    Over  twenty  years? 

Kalffan.  What  provision  is  now  made  for  the  homes  and  work 
of  the  single  ladies  ?    What  schools  under  their  care  ? 

Work  among  the  Women  at  Kalgan:  In  homes;  in  the  Dispen- 
sary; the  embroidery  class;  touring.  Life  and  Light,  April  and 
August,  '88. 

Paotingfu:  What  work  for  women  in  the  Dispensary?  With 
the  Bible-women?  How  many  members  added  to  the  church  in 
January  ?    Life  and  Light,  July,  '88. 

Peking  —  the  Bridgman  School:  How  many  of  its  members 
admitted  to  the  church  during  1887  ? 

Work  for  Women  in  Peking :  Bible-woman's  work.  How  many 
meetings  a  week  do  the  ladies  hold? 

Pang  Chuang  :  Girls'  school;  visiting  in  the  courts;  woman's 
class.     See  "  A  Blessed  New  Year,"  Life  and  Light,  May,  '88. 

Tung-cho :  Clasa  for  Bible-women;  their  work.  Work  in  the 
homes;  the  woman's  prayer-meeting.  See  Life  and  Light,  Decem- 
ber, 1.S87.     The  Dispensary,  Life  and  Light,  November,  '87. 

Are  (here  more  Laborers  needed  f  Life  and  Light,  February,  '87, 
and  "On  the  Grand  Canal,"  October,  '87. 

Helps  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  American 
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Board,  and  the  W.  B.  M.  and  W.  B.  M.  I.,  and  in  the  October 
Mission  Studies, 

Letters  from  missionaries  in  China  may  be  found  in  this  year's 
numbers  of  the  Herald  as  follows:  Mr.  Smith,  January;  Dr.  Mer- 
ritt  and  Dr.  Aiken,  March;  Messrs.  Chapin  and  Beach,  April;  Miss 
Miner,  May;  Miss  Evans,  June;  Messrs.  Sprague  and  Smith,  July. 

Articles  on  China:  How  Shing  Cheng,  Life  and  Lights  May,  '87; 
New  Incumbent  of  the  Dragon  Throne,  September,  '87;  Helper 
Mung,  October,  '87;  the  Island  of  Hainan,  Church  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  August;  The  Opium  Curse  in  China,  Missionary  Review, 
August. 

The  Bible-women  of  this  Mission  will  be  found  a  prolific  topic 
for  a  paper;  also  Woman's  Medical  Work:  its  Prospects  and 
Kesults. 

«» : — 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF   THE  INTERIOR, 


Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Treasurer. 
Receipts  from  July  18  to  August  18,  1888. 


ILLINOIS. 

Branch..— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  Chicago^ 
First  Ch.,  101.46,  Union  Park 
Ch.,  103.20;  Chebanse,  75  cts. ; 
Olencoe,  15.50;  Geneva,  12.50; 
Qramille^  30;  Hamilton,  9; 
Huntley,  7;  Joy  PraiHe,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Alice  Joy, 
25 ;  Kenwood,  22.20 ;  La  Moiuet 
32;  La  Harpe,  8;  Lee  Center, 
17.50;  Meloxn,  2.87;  Mendon, 
Mrs.  Joannette  Fowler,  27; 
NapervUle,  12;  Oak  Park, 
50.20;  Polo,  Indt.  Fres.  Ch., 
13.60;  Udina,  2.50;  Waverly, 

11, 
Junior:    Dover,   Y.   L.  S.,  7; 

Elgin,   12;    Galesburg,    First 

Ch.  of  Christ,  10.50;  Geneva, 

10 ;  Oak  Park,  100, 
Juvejiile:   Alton,  Cheerful 

Workers,   25:    Providence, 

Miss.    Band,  7.68, 

Total, 

INDIANA. 


503  28 


139  50 


32  68 
675  46 


Branch.— Mrs.  N.  A.  Hyde,  of 
Indianapolis,  Treas.  Terre 
Haute,  const.  L.  M.,  Mrs.  Isa- 
bella W.  Palmiter  and  Mrs.  S. 
Carrie  Newby, 

Total, 


IOWA. 

Branch.—  Mrs.  E.  R. 
of   Grinnell,   Treas. 
well,    1 1 ;     Cherokee, 
Clinton,     20 ;    Cedar 
6JiO;    Davenport,    M. 


62  45 
62  45 


Potter, 

Crom- 

14.R0; 

Falls, 

C,    2; 

Eagle  Grove,  2.15;  Anamosaf 


7.50;  Farra^gut,  10;  OUbert 
Station,  11;  Grinnell,  49.40; 
Humboldt,  10;  Iowa  City, 
19.50 ;  Magnolia,  3 ;  McGregor, 
8.84;  Maurice,  A  Friend,  5; 
Osage,  2.40 ;  Qiiasqueton,  4.72,  186  81 

Junior:  Anamosa,  15;  iSHn- 
nell,  14.09 ;  Hull,  Y.  P.  S.,  5.50; 
Newton,  4.91 ;  PostvUle,  Y.  P. 
S.  C.  E.,  5,  44  60 

Juvenile:  CrrinnfiZZjBusy  Bees, 
West  Branch,  6.54;  Onawa, 
Cheerful  Givers,  15;  Musca- 
tine, Seeds  of  Mercy,  2, 


Total, 


23  54 
254  85 


KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  Leavenworth,  Treas. 
Douglass,  5 ;  Lawrence,  5, 

Junior:  -Sa^e^/ia,  Useful  Horn- 
Club,  to  const.  Maggie  Fox  L. 
M.. 

Juvenile:  Tojpeka,  Cheerful 
Workers, 

For  famine  relief  :  Lawrence, 
1;  Leaventvorth,  1, 

Total, 

MICHIGAN. 


10  00 


25  00 

10  00 

2  00 

47^0 


Branch.— Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Allegan, 
12;  Grass  Lake,  12;  Grand 
Rapids,  South  Ch.,  20 ;  Ithaca, 
11 ;  Kalamazoo,  19;  Lake  Lin- 
den, 22;  Maiiistee,  33 ;  Olivet, 
6.88;  Pontiac,  9,  144  88 

Juvenile:  Grass  Lake,  2.38; 
Stanton,  Cheerful  Workers,  8,   10  38 


Total, 


166  26 
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MI80OUBI. 

Branch.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew, 
3101  Washington  Ave.,  St. 
liouis,  Treas.  AmUVt  4.10; 
SL  LouUt  FilKiim  Ch.,  75,         79  10 

JUKiOK :  Kanacu  City,  First  Ch., 
Y.  L.,  25  00 

Juvenile:  Kanacu  Ctty,  Clyde 
Ch.,  Cheerful  Givers,  11.20; 
Pierce  City,  Cheerful  Work- 
ers, 6.30,  16  60 

Total,  120  60 

MONTANA. 

Juvenile  :  BilHngSj  Yellow- 
stone Crusaders,  8  30 

Total,  8  30 

NEBRASKA. 

Bbanor.— Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hall, 
of  Omaha,  Treas.  Exeter^  11 ; 
Genoa  A.S7;  Hastings,  10;  £4,n- 
coln,  8.50;  Monroe^  Ch.,  2; 
Norfolk,  2.20:  Neligh,  3.26; 
Omaha,  St.  Mary's  Ave.  Ch., 
16.65:  Syracuse,  10;  Stant<m, 
4;  Wymore,  2.80;  Weeping 
Water,  10,  81  27 

Junior:  ArhorviUe,  3.50;  Exe- 
ter, 10;  Lincoln,  30;  Omaha, 
St.  Mary's,  24.07,  67  57 

Juvenilk:  Crete,  2.50;  Genoa, 
71  cts. ;  South  Jiend,  5.50,  8  71 

157  55 
Less  expenses,       24  77 


Branch  total, 
Wiener.—  Mrs.  Harding, 

Total, 


132  78 
1  00 

133  78 


OHIO. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely,  of 
Elyria,  Treas.  Akron,  75; 
Chatham,  15;  Cleveland, 
JenuiiiM:8  Ave.  Ch.,  25;  Gar- 
rettsville,  5;  Harmar,  30.20; 
Oberlin,  48;  Sheffield,  10; 
Steuben,  10;  Toledo,  First 
Ch.,  110,  328  20 

Legacy:  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Fuller, 
of  Nelson,  50  00 

Junior:  Harmar,  Y.  P.  M.  S.,      2  45 

Juvenile:  Cleveland,  Fly- 
mouth  Ch.,  iM.  B.,  25 ;  Hudson, 
Little  Helpers,  19.24,  44  24 

Sunday-school:  Akron,  25  00 


Total, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


449  89 


Auxiliarv  to  Ohio  Branch.  Alle- 
gheny,'^Yivst  Ch.,  20  00 

Total,  20  00 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  B.  H.  Stfoknaj, 
of  Harwood,  Treas.  OaA- 
dania^  2.06;  C\imm<ti0tt,  8; 
Fargo,  16;  Bdrwood,  6;  Wdl' 
coU,  2,  2T  06 

south  DAKOTA. 

Branch.- Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Sioux 
Falls,  27.60;  Volga,  2.75,  90  25 

Juvenile:    Vermillion,   Chil- 
dren's Band,  to  const.  Mabel . 
S.  White  L.  M.,  26  00 


Total, 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN. 


66  25 


Branch.— Mrs.  Hiram  R.Jone8, 
of  Fueblo,Col.,Trea8.  Bentfer, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  60  00 

Total,  60  00 

TEXAS. 

Ft.  WoHh.—A  Friend,  6  00 

Total,  5  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Cobum,  of 
Whitewater,  Treas.  Antigo, 
30;  Boscobel,  2;  Ft.  Howard, 
20;  Green  Bay,  25;  JanesviUe, 
40;  Kinniekinnic,  2.30;  LaJce 
Mill,  2;  Madison,  13.54:  New 
Richmond,  12.50 ;  Waxikesha^ 
13.93;  Viroqua,\0,  171  27 

J  unior  :  Boscobel,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E., 
1.46;  Green  Bay,  Y-.  L.,  10; 
Madison,  Y.  L.,  67;  Milwau- 
kee, Grand  Ave.,  Y.  L.  M.  C, 
25;  Ripon,  College  Girls,  20; 
Wauwatosa,  Y.  L.,  18.76,  132  21 

Juvenile:  Boscobel,  Coral 
Workers,  5.52;  Milwaukee, 
Pilgrim  Ch.,  Little  Helpers, 
11.62;  Waukesha,  S.  S.,  7.70,      24  84 


Less  expenses. 
Total, 

SUSOBLL  ANEO  US. 


328  32 
6  66 

321  76 


Saleofleaflets,etc.,24.21;  thank- 
off.,  August  10th,  187.67,  211  78 


Total, 


211  78 


Receipts  for  month,  2,579  46 

Previously  acknowledged,       26,932  22 


Total  since  October, 


$29,611  68 


OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  BRANCH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

A  JUBILAJIT  eoDg  comes  echoing;  from  tbe  mountainB  that 
shadow  Puget  Sound, — a  song  of  gratitude  and  praise;  a  song 
tbrilling  with  hope, — for  it  was  revealed  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Branch  at  Seattle  that  the  missionary  life  of  those  northern 
churches  is  awakening. 

Mrs.   Ellis   writes  from  Forest    Grove  of  the  growth  of  their 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  June,  '87,  we  found  ourselves  $100 
short  on  our  pledge  of  $250,  and  our  first  effort  this  year  was  to 
make  up  tbe  deficit.  Our  report  at  the  meeting  juet  closed  made 
a  grand  total  of  $418.17  raised  during  the  year,  (318.77  of  which  is 
for  the  yeav's  work  just  completed. 

The  ladies  freely  and  gladly  voted  to  assume  a  pledge  of  $450 
for  the  coming  year,— $250  for  Mrs.  Holbrook,  as  heretofore,  and 
(200  for   Miss   Denton,  tlie  new  missionary  for  Japan. 

Their  work  has  already  assumed  a  magnitude  requiring  addi- 
tional secretaties,  and  their  constitution  was  altered  to  provide  a 
Home  Secretary  for  Oregon,  a  Home  Secretary  for  Washington 
Territory,  and  a  general  Foreign  and  Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Staner  was  compelled  by  ill  healtli  to  resign  her  otBce  as 
President  of  tbe  Brancli,  though  her  sympathy  and  counsel  will 
always  be  ready  for  the  work  so  near  lier  heart. 

Mrs.  Ellis  of  Forest  Grove  was  unanimously  elected  President, 
which  proves  the  recognition  by  the  Branch  of  her  efficient  service 
in  the  past. 

The  public  meeting  at  Seattle  was  one  of  great  interest,  and  the 
blessing  of  God  was  manifest  to  all. 

Thus  the  fruiti^e  ripens  on  this  thrifty  Branch  of  our  Board, 
which  humbly  called  itself  "  only  a  bud  "  a  very  short  time  ago. 

One  graceful  offshoot  must  be  mentioned,  which  lias  put  forth 
its  blossoms  in  a  newly  organized  Young  Ladies'  Mission  Circle  at 
Tacoma,  Washington  Territory.  This  circle  will  not  stand  alone, 
but  it  will  reach  out  its  influence,  ascertain  fernsbond  their  fronds 
downward  and  touch  the  earth,  to  spring  up  in  new  forms  of  life 
and  beauty,  which,  in  their  turn,  move  onward  and  outward,  it 
chain  of  living  green.  l.  h.  f, 

(401) 
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THEASUKER'S  REPORT,  OREGON  AND. WASHINGTON 

BRANCH. 

Year  Ending  June  SO,  1888. 

RECEIPTS. 

Sjilom,— Ladles' MlHHioimry  Socloty 
Wiilhi  Wulla,— LuaUch'  M iHHioiiar}' 'Society 
Wiilhi  Walhi,— ChetTlul  Glvera 
Wluitcoiii,— Mrs.  JoH.  Wolfe     .... 
l'ortliiii(l,~Fir.««t  (.'luirch  Ludles 
( 'ol fax, —  LiUlIrs' Missionary  .Society     . 

iloujfhton,— ija<ll('s 

Foro-^t  Grove,— Ladles'  MiMslonarv  Society 
Taeoiiia, —  Ladies'  Missionary  Society 
Anaeortos,— l-«a<lies'  Missionary  Society     . 
S])o1)ane  Falls,—  Ladies*  Missionur}'  Society 


Spobane  Falls,— .Joyful  Workers 
Atalunuii, —  Ladies' Missic 


[issionar>'  Society 

Kast  Portland,— Chureh 

Seattle,— Liulies' Missionarj*  Sooietj'    . 

Seattle,— Helping  Hands 

Willaniette,— Association        .... 

Alblna, —  Cliiircli 

IJeaverton, —  Chureh 

C'orvallis,—  Ijmlies  'Missionary'  Society 

Corvallls,— Busy  Bees 

Hooil  Ulver,— L'adies'  Missionary  Society  . 

Steilacooui,—  Ladies 

Olyiiipia,—  Ladies 

Seattle,— Taylor  Memorial,  Ladies'  Missionary 
l*ulhnan,—  Ladies*  Missionary  Society 
Oregon  City,— Ladles'  Missionary  Society 
OreKt>»  <'itV,— Mission  C'ircle  .     *  .        .    *   . 
Ore^onCity,— Mrs.  ILWhitlock     . 
Mt.  Zion, —  Ladies'  Missionaiy  Society 
Skokomlsh, — WilliuK  Workers         .     *  . 
('heney,—  Ladles'  Missionary  Society  . 
Christopher, —  Church         .    '   .        .   *    . 
('oupeville, —  Mrs.  Llndsey        .... 


Society 


$96  25 

900 

260 

200 

49  50 

10  00 

640 

36  00 

38  70 

26  80 

7  20 

600 

11  50 

7  60 

45  00 

10  00 

22  30 

3  05 

845 

10  26. 

8  10 

8  00 

1  60 

7  15 

7  00 

10  00 

23  00 

500 

3  00 

5  10 

2  60 

6  10 

5  00 

1  00 

Total 


$423  95 


KXPKNDITUBKS. 


August,  1887.—  By  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  P.,  for  Mi*8. 

IIol brook,  South  Africa $.30  15 

liy  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  1*.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 
By  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  1*.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 

January y  1S88. 

By  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  P.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 

February. 

By  cash  to  Seert;tary  of  Branch  for  postage,  leaflets,  etc., 
Hy  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  1*.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 

March.' 

By  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  P.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 

June. 

By  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  P.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 
By  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  1*.,  ft)r  school  building  at 

Ruk,  from  Busy  Bees,  (jorvallis,  Oregon 
liy  cash  to  Treasurer  W.  B.  M.  1*.,  for  Mrs.  Holbrook 
By  cash  to  Trt^asurer  W.  B.  M.  I*.,  for  Morning  Star,  from 

Willing  Workers,  Skokomish 

Balance  in  Treasury 


10  00 
50  90 

36  50 

650 
2  50 

36  25 

95  75 

1  50 
102  00 

2  60 
47  40 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Miis.  H.  L.  Bates, 


$428  95 


Treasurer  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory  Branch 
of  the  Woman*  8  Board  of  MiaaUmsfor  the  Pac^, 


FROM  THE  SCHOOL  AT  SAN  SEBASTIAN.  403 

ONE  WOMAN'S  EXPERIMENT. 

I  HAVE  been  so  wonderfully  benelited  by  an  experiment  that  I 
relate  it,  in  hopes  that  it  may  help  others.  I  often  found  myself  at 
the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  quarterly  dues,  and  other  mission- 
ary and  benevolent  appeals,  short  of  funds,  and  my  observation 
discovered  many  women  in  a  similarly  unhappy  condition.  My 
conscience  reproached  me  with  slackness  and  ingratitude.  I 
searched  for  a  remedy.  I  found  a  superannuated  portemonnaie 
that  was  precious  because  of  its  former  ownership,  and  with  great 
solemnity,  on  my  knees,  in  my  closet,  I  dedicated  this  to  the  Lord, 
-and  promised  him  that  one  tenth  of  all  the  money  that  1  thereafter 
received  should  be  sacredly  "laid  by"  in  this  for  benevolent  pur- 
poses ;  and  that  I  would  on  no  occasion  allow  myself  to  borrow 
from  this  sacred  fund  for  any  other  purposes. 

Thus  far  the  plan  is  a  success.  If  I  get  two  dollars,  twenty 
cents  of  it  goes  straightway  into  this  benevolent  fund ;  if  I  get  ten 
cents,  pne  penny  is  irresistibly  attracted  by  the  magnet  of  a  just 
benevolence  toward  this  humble  receptacle.  I  have  not  yet  found 
it  so  full  that  there  was  a  surplus  of  funds  after  the  quarterly  pay- 
ment days,  but  I  have  a  comfortable  sense  of  "dealing  justly,''  and 
a  feeling  of  inner  satisfaction  over  this  little  systematic  arrange- 
ment that  no  amount  of  pretty  things,  or  selfish  spending,  or 
lavish  expenditure  for  others  who  have  no  need,  could  confer. 
This  gift-giving  is  becoming  a  craze,  is  blocking  the  wheels  of  real 
bene  /olence,  and  robbing  the  treasury  of  God.  The  Bible  witnesses 
agn:nst  it.    Is  there  not  a  " more  excellent  way"? 

Don't  be  satisfied,  my  dear  sisters,  by  a  stranger's  testimony, 
but  try  the  experiment  for  yourselves;  "take  it  on  probation"  for 
a  year,  and  then  see  if  it  is  not  worthy  of  complete  fellowship.— 
Amy  A,  Uoagy  in  the  *^  Heathen  Woman^s  Friend.^* 

«♦► 

SPAIN. 

FROM  THE  SCHOOL  AT  SAN  SEBASTIAN. 
In  Mrs.  OuUck's  report  of  the  school  at  San  Sebastian,  she  writes:— 
We  realize  that  another  year  has  gone,  only  by  the  sound  of 
preparation  for  examinations,  which  causes  a  great  going  to  and 
fro  in  this  establishment. 

The  year's  work  has  been  quietly  but  successfully  accomplished, 
and  twenty-four  names  are  to  be  found  upon  the  Roll  of  Honor. 
This  will  be  framed  and  hung  in  the  schoolroom,  as  a  stimulus  to 
the  classes  of  next  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  standard 
of  both  conduct  and  scholarship  is  being  raised  from  year  to  year. 


404  ^^'^^^  ^^^^  LIGHT. 

Statistics,  as  such,  do  not  mean  much  except  to  those  who  know 
a  work  in  all  its  relations.  This  is  especially  true  in  Spain.  Given 
relttfiouK  lilK'tty,  as  it  exists  in  America,  and  the  evangelical  schools 
would  he  crowded.  As  it  is,  some  make  the  experiment  of  sending 
their  children  here,  tliou{;h  they  may  be  forced  afterward  to  remove 
them  by  fanatical  employers  or  landlords.  With  all  there  is  an 
advance  e:K*h  year  in  the  number  of  those  who  attend  the  different 
classes.  The  list  is  as  follows:  Boarding  school:  girls,  SO;  boys,  2; 
total,  32.  Day  school:  girls,  42;  boys,  38;  total,  8a  Night  school 
(from  DctobtM-  to  May):  women  and  girls,  20;  men  and  boys,  12; 
total,  32.  In  the  day  school  there  has  been  one  deatli.  Five  have 
moved  away,  and  ent^'red  evangelical  schools  in  other  parts  of 
Spain.  Five  of  the  boarding  scholars  united  with  the  church  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  January. 

The  Christian  Kndeavor  Society  has  had  the  great  satisfaction 
of  receiving;  into  its  membership  all  those  of  the  school  who  were 
not  already  niemlM^rs.  They  have  raised  over  fifty  dollars  by  self- 
denial,  and  have  appropriated  it  toward  the  support  and  education 
in  this  school  of  the  dau<i:hter  of  a  recently  deceased  pastor  in 
Madrid.  Surely  they  should  l>e  called  by  their  name,  "  Hijas 
Leah'S,"    or   '*  Loyal   l)au{ifhtei-s." 

We  like  whatever  is  good,  so  this  year  wo  celebrated  Children's 
Simday,  in  harmony  with  that  observance  in  America,  only  we 
were  live  hours  ahead  of  the  children  there.  The  pulpit  and  organ 
were  iK'autil'ully  dfcorati'd  with  fl«»wers  brought  by  the  children, 
and  they  were  also  a<Iorned  with  roses.  At  eleven  o'clock  the 
children  and  l>oardin<;  school  came  into  the  chapel  in  procession, 
singing  a  stirring  Spanisli  hymn.  After  devotional  exercises  came 
examinations  of  the  difTcivnt  classes  in  the  Catechism.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  recitation  of  chapters  of  the  Bible,  psalms,  the  journey 
of  the  Isi-aelites,  the  names  of  the  books  of  the  Bible,  etc.  These 
were  given  in  concert  with   great  precision.     In  fact,  the  verbal 

memory  of  these  cliihlren  is  a  continual  astonishment  and 
pleasure.  We  hoi>e,  however,  that  these  **word8"  hidden  in  their 
hearts  will  help  to  raise  up  a  new  generation  in  this  laud,  which 
shall  worship  (rod  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

The  night  school.  he<;un  last  year  with  five  men  ana  women,  has 
increased  to  tliirty-two.  The  ol<ler  girls  of  the  boarding  school 
have  here  found  a  lield  for  **  Christian  Endeavor,"  which  they  have 
willingly  occupied.  Men  and  women,  boys  and  ^irls,  have  thus 
spent  an  hour  learning  the  three  **  K's,"  and  their  reading-book 
has  been  the  New  Testament.  Thus  the  net  is  cast  out,  and  it  is 
gathering  of  all  kinds.  One  of  the  graduating  class  of  1888  offered 
hci-self  the  other  day  as  a  missionary  to  the  Spaniards  in  North 
Africa,  after  hearing  of  the  great  need  there,  from  a  missionary 
wlio  stopped  here  for  rest  on  her  way  to  England.  It  m.iy  be  that 
she  will  go.  And  who  can  tell  if  we  shall  not  bo  called  upon,  in 
the  course  of  time,  to  send  missionaries  to  the  Caroline  Islands? 
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One  of  Che  eema  of  tho  London  Conlerence  wns  tLe  followins  Starr,  told 
by  Mra.  Armstrons,  of  Ibe  Baptist  Missionary  SocLety.  We  sWe  It  lo  our 
leaders  as  one  of  tbe  many  instances  of  tLe  loving  care  of  llim  vho  guurOs 

A  lEAit  or  two  after  mj  arrivnl  in  Burmali  I  seemed  to  bo- 
directed  for  work  to  Tavoy,  near  tlie  mountain  wall  between 
Burmah  and  Siani.  Tliere  were  large  aumbere  of  Xarene  there- 
without  tlie  goBpcl,  and  for  lack  of  misEion  schools  among  them 
tliey  had  no  teachers  to  educate  their  children,  and  few  pastors  to 
care  for  their  churches.  When  we  had  reached  liangoon,  pn  our 
way,  a  young  girl,  very  favorably  koown  where  I  had  stayed  wliilfr 
learning  the  language,  came  to  me  and  said,  "Mamma,  my  school' 
work  is  done,  and  I  want  to  work  for  Jesue.  There  are  many  who 
love  llim  here,  and  who  can  tell  the  story;  but  in  Tavoy  there  is 
no  one  to  teach  their  schools,  no  one  to  tell  the  heathen  of  Christ, 
and  my  heart  is  longing  to  go  there.     Will  you  take  mc  ?  " 

"Nau-ITau,"  I  said,  "1  have  no  moaey  for  you.  The  Bassein 
Karens  pay  the  expenses  of  thoee  they  send.  I  have  faith  (or  my 
portion,  but  I  have  not  asked  for  any  money  from  home  for  this 
work.  I  dare  not  promise  anything  out  of  my  own  salary,  for 
mj  plans  will  take  every  rupee  of  it." 
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lu  my  own  mind,  too,  I  duubtcd  if  she  realized  what  she  was 
doing  in  leaving;  a  comfurtable  home  and  the  pleasant  society  of 
educated  pcoi>le  in  the  station  where  she  had  gi'owu  up.  I  thought 
very  likely  she  would  grow  tired  of  our  jungle  life.  She  did  not 
say  much,  and  I  thought  she  was  discouraged,  but  she  came  back 
again,  and  said: — 

'*  Mamma,  I  cannot  rest.  I  want  to  go  with  you.  I  have 
plenty  of  clothes,  oiiough  for  some  years;  if  I  come  with  you  can 
you  not  give  mc  rice?" 

**0h,  yes,"  I  said.  "Nau-Xau,  you  shall  share  my  rice  every 
day,  but  I  can  promise  you  nothing  more." 

So  the  matter  ended.  AVlien  I  went  on  board  the  steamer, 
however,  rather  to  my  dismciy,  there  I  found  Xau-Nau,  with  her 
basket  of  clothes  and  quite  a  large  basket  of  books, —  all  her 
worldly  posRCKsions.  She  seemed  to  be  not  very  sure  of  her  wel- 
come, but  detorinined  to  go,  and  I  concluded  it  must  be  of  the 
Lord. 

We  reached  Tavoy,  renovated  things  as  best  we  could  in  the 
disuHcd  mission  house,  and  as  the  Karens  were  all  in  their  jungle 
homes,  far  from  town,  we  set  off  as  soon  as  possible  to  find  them. 

It  was  Christmas  morning  when  all  preparations  were  conclu- 
ded, and  we  mounted  our  elephants  and  started  away  under  the 
overhanging  bamboos,  glittering  with  dew,  to  cross  the  mountain 
ranges  to  Siani.  That  night  we  camped  far  away  in  the  forest 
with  very  hai)py  hearts.  There  is  no  joy  in  this  world  like  foreign 
missionary  joy.  After  many  days  of  travel  we  reached  the  Karens 
on  the  other  side.  Wo  had  engaged  Siamese  elephants  returning 
home  from  Burmah,  because  no  one  else  knew  the  route,  and  as 
the  elephants  wore  owned  by  Siamese  Karens,  they  could  take  us 
to  their  villages.  The  Karens  are  naturally  a  most  hospitable 
people.  Wherever  we  wont  the  chief  of  the  village  had  a  large, 
covered  veranda  built  especially  to  accommodate  strangers. 

The  villagers  all  brought  a  share  of  their  food  to  the  chiers  • 
house,*and  he  supplemented  it  out  of  his  own  store ;  and  whoever 
came  wore  village  guests  as  long  as  thoy  chose  to  stay,  and  served 
with  the  best  they  had.  Thoy  treated  us  in  the  same  way;  we 
wore  all  Karens.  I  was  the  only  adopted  child  of  the  party,  yet 
my  party  would  not  have  gone  without  me.  As  we  proceeded 
farther  into  the  heart  of  the  country  we  found  among  the  Karen 
villages  a  most  unaccountable  unwillingness  to  receive  us.  It  was 
contrary  to  all  precedent  among  the  Karens,  and  the  Christians 
with  me  could  not  understand  it.  At  last  we  came  to  a  village 
where  they  absolutely  refused  to  allow  us  to  enter  their  village,  or 
to  have  any  dealings  with  us ;  so  we  did  as  we  were  accustomed  to 
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do  at  other  times, — we  camped  uuder  the  trees  just  outside.  Karens, 
dnd  others  from  a  distance  gathered  around  our  fires,  and  we 
preached  to  them  till  we  were  all  quite  exhausted.  It  was  twelve 
o'clock,  and  still  they  stayed;  one,  and  they  did  not  go  away.  At 
last  I  told  them  we  had  to  leave  early  in  the  morning,  and  must 
have  our  rest;  and  reluctantly  they  departed,  and  we  were  left 
alone  under .  the  quiet  stars.  All  night  we  were  disturbed  by  a 
prowling  in  the  woods  around,  and  had  the  strangest  guard  I  ever 
had.  The  pariah  dogs  at  the  village  all  left  their  kennels,  and 
came  and  curled  themselves  up  beneath  the  bamboo  platform  on 
which  the  girls  and  I  spread  our  rugs  to  sleep.  Anyone  who 
knows  anything  of  those  dogs,  knows  that  they  avoid  you  as  much 
as  rats  would;  but  they  slept  beside  us  all  night,  and  whenever 
the  prowling  was  heard  in  the  bushes  they  rushed  out  barking 
till  it  was  quiet  again,  and  we  could  not  drive  them  away. 

The  next  morning  early  we  were  on  our  way  to  a  village  where 
we  were  sure  of  a  friendly  welcome,  for  it  was  Saturday,  and  we 
would  rest  there  on  Sunday.  We  got  to  the  village  about  noon, 
and  here  again  the  old  chief  looked  troubled  at  our  coming.  We 
took  up  our  place  on  his  veranda,  thankful  for  the  shelter,  and 
told  him  we  had  come  to  stay  a  day  or  two.  But  I  felt  a  great 
cloud  drawing  down  over  us.  Shortly  after  we  reached  his  house 
the  old  man  came  and  said  we  were  welcome  to  stay,  but  an  urgent 
summons  had  come  from  another  village  they  dared  not  disobey; 
they  must  all  go,  but  would  be  back  in  the  morning.  One  by  one 
we  saw  all  the  men  of  the  village  pass  away  into  the  forest,  and 
we  were  left  alone  with  two  or  three  old  women.  The  last  thing 
the  old  chief  did  was  to  go  out  into  the  green  around  which  the 
village  was  built  and  open  up  a  limekiln,  where  they  were  burn- 
ing limestone.  The  cloud  of  terror  had  been  drawing  down  over 
me  since  noon,  and  when  I  saw  smoke  rising  from  that,  although 
I  had  no  apparent  reason  for  it,  I  felt  it  through  and  through  me 
that  it  was  meant  for  our  grave — that  the  limekiln  was  to  be  the 
hiding  away  of  some  great  crime,  and  an  undefinable  and  uncon- 
trollable dread  took  possession  of  me.  Twice  in  my  life  I  have 
felt  very  conscious  of  the  presence  of  invisible  beings,  and  now  it 
seemed  to  me  the  angels  about  us  were  shuddering  at  the  fate  that 
was  near.  I  was  so  impressed  with  this  that  I  called  our  party 
together  and  told  them  what  was  in  my  mind,  and  asked  if  there 
was  anywhere  we  could  flee.  Our  elephant-driver  had  taken  away 
his  elephant,  and  had  told  us  where  to  send  if  we  wanted  him 
again,  so  we  were  quite  alone  there.  I  remember  so  well  how 
Nau-Nau  spoke;  the  men,  of  course,  could  not  understand  such 
fancies  at  all;  but  Nau-Nau  spoke  out: — 
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**  Wby,  mamma,  you  bave  never  been  afraid  where  there  was  real 
danger,  and  now  when  we  are  here  among  Karens,  and  there  U 
nothing  at  all  to  fear,  why  are  you  afraid  ?  Where  can  we  nmf 
The  forest  is  our  enemy ;  here  we  are  safe.  It  is  only  that  mamma  is 
very,  very  tired;  when  you  rest  you  will  be  brave  again/' 

I  could  say  no  more,  so  I  told  them  we  would  have  our  evening 
worship.  We  went  out  into  the  open  green  beside  the  limekiln, 
and,  as  our  custom  was,  the  native  pastor  read  the  Bible,  com- 
mented upon  it,  though  wo  were  alone,  and  the  heathen  who 
usually  gathered  round  us  were  gone,  and  then  we  prayed.  I  knelt 
quietly  in  an  a;;ouy  of  prayer.  I  knew  death  was  near,  though 
there  was  no  sign.  My  mother  would  never  know  what  had 
become  of  nic.  The  dear  Christians  at  home  would  be  discour- 
aged in  the  work;  they  would  not  dare  send  women  out  again; 
they  would  think  Goil  eould  care  for  men  but  not  for  women. 
How  could  it  be  for  his  glory?  And  as  I  prayed  I  wrestled  m 
prayer  for  help;  and  help  came.  I  rose  from  my  knees  sure  Ctod 
would  come  tu  deliver  us.  Wo  had  scarcely  risen  when  we  saw 
the  old  chief  coming  back  through  the  woods.  lie  came  silently 
back,  and  was  going  silently  up  into  the  house,  when  I  said  to 
him : — 

'^  Grandfather,  wo  are  glad  to  see  you  back;  we  thought  you 
would  bo  away  all  night." 

He  gave  what  I  must  call  a  Karen  grunt,  and  went  stolidly  up 
the  ladder.  One  by  one  they  were  all  coming  back  through  the 
dusk.  Soon  the  fires  were  lighted  and  the  rice  was  cooking,  but 
there  was  a  strange  expectancy  over  it  all.  There  is  never  any- 
thing to  fear  from  Karens ;  there .  is  no  treachery,  nothing  but 
kindness,  to  be  expected  from  them,  especially  toward  their  guests. 

Dark  had  fallen  on  the  forest  when  some  elephants  came  tram- 
pling through  the  jungle  and  stopped  at  the  chiefs  door.  There 
was  a  great  noise  of  dismounting  and  tethering  the  elephants. 
Then  a  group  of  men  came  up  into  the  house,  brushed  past  us, 
and  went  in  to  talk  to  the  old  chief.  They  were  not  Karens,  and 
talked  in  a  language  we  could  not  understand.  We  went  to  our 
rest,  and  about  three  in  the  morning  I  awoke  as  the  men  went 
past  us  over  the  vibrating  bamboo  floor.  They  put  the  trapping 
on  the  elephants  and  went  away.  We  had  a  very  quiet  Sabbath, 
and  then  went  preaching  to  the  villages  along  the  path  to  meet  our 
elephant-driver,  to  whom  we  had  sent  word  to  come  for  us.  I 
shall  never  forget  that  morning.  • 

Now  let  mo  tell  you  what  we  did  not  know  till  afterward. 
More  than  two  years  later  a  messenger  came  from  this  village 
asking  for  a  teacher  to  be  sent  to  them,  adding  that  whoever  came 
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must  send  word  first,  and  tliey  would  send  trusty  men  to  meet  him. 
Then  we  learned  for  the  first  time  how  two  years  before  a  band  of 
dacoits  (banditti)  had  followed  us  for  a  week;  how  all  the  Karen 
villagers  had  been  warned  that  if  they  hfirbored  us  they  should 
share  our  fate;  that  the  old  chief  had  been  told  that  if  he  stayed  in 
his  village  he  must  either  help  to  kill  us,  or  be  killed  himself;  that  all 
the  men  had  left  the  village  in  consequence,  but  that  the  old  chief 
had  been  so  troubled  in  mind  he  was  constrained  to  come  back 
again;  that  the  dacoits  had  come,  and  finding  him  there,  asked  the 
reason.  He  had  told  them  he  could  not  stay  away;  that  many 
signs  and  auguries  had  assured  him  it  would  be  bad  for  those  who 
touched  us — the  English  would  discover  it,  and  they  could  not 
escape.  He  was  a  soothsayer,  and  a  wise  man  among  them.  They 
tried  several  auguries,  and  they  were  all  so  alarming,  the  dacoits 
reluctantly  decided  not  to  touch  us,  and  went  away. 

When  Nau-Nau  heard  this  she  came  to  me  with  such  an  awed 
face,  and  referring  to  my  fear  that  day,  she  said, — 

**  Mamma,  you  were  right  and  we  were  wrong,  but  God  took 
care  of  us,  after  all." 

The  reason  that  I  have  told  this  story  is  that  you  may  see  that  the 
age  of  miracles  is  not  quite  past;  for  however  we  may  think  of  this, 
to  the  heathen  Karens  in  that  district  it  was  a  miracle.  Our  elephant- 
driver  thought  it  so;  he  had  left  us  with  a  grim  thought  of  pity, 
but  unable  to  help.  When  we  sent  for  him  again,  it  was  as  though 
he  heard  a  voice  from  the  dead.  The  villagers  all  thought  it  a  mir- 
acle. When  we  talked  to  them  the  next  morning  we  all  noticed 
how  preoccupied  they  were, — they  gazed  at  us  with  such  a  strange 
look,  and  scarcely  seemed  to  hear  what  we  said.  They  were  glad 
we  were  safe,  and  in  their  own  quick  way,  which  I  did  not  under- 
stand then,  determined  to  keep  us  safe.  They  invited  us  to  a  vil- 
lage we  had  not  heard  of  before;  they  hid  us  there;  they  said 
their  elephants  must  rest.  When  I  urged  them  to  take  us  farther 
on  into  the  district,  not  knowing  the  danger,  they  said  little, 
allowed  us  to  get  on  our  elephants  thinking  we  were  going  in 
another  direction,  and  turned  them  toward  Burmah.  When  I  ex^ 
postulated  with  them  they  said:  "The  country  is  dangerous;  we 
shall  lose  our  elephants  if  we  go  farther  into  Siam;  we  dare  not 
take  you  there,  but  we  will  take  you  back."  And  so  they  did, — 
not  by  the  usual  route;  they  cut  a  new  path  through  the  forest, 
and  made  a  long  detour,  lest  the  dacoits,  repenting  their  mercy, 
might  follow  us  again.  We  ^id  not  understand  it  then,  but  we 
did  afterward. 

I  came  home  feeling  we  had  accomplished  little  or  nothing. 
Twelve  years  passed  away,  and  I  was  permitted  to  go  back  to 
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Tavoy.  Only  then  I  discovered  that  the  elephant-driver,  his. 
mother,  and  his  wife  had  come  over  into  Burmah,  and  were  living 
among  the  Christians.  They  had  been  baptized  many  yean,  and 
ho  was  a  deacon  in  the  village  church.  The  old  chief  and  his  wife 
h:id  been  baptized,  and  removed  to  another  Karen  village,  where 
they  lived  a  most  honored  and  useful  life,  and  died  honored  and 
revered  by  all  the  Christians.  This  much  I  know  of  the  fruits  of 
that  trip.     There  may  be  more  to  know  hereafter. 


-•♦►■ 


TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  SHATTUCK. 

Marash,  Tubkey,  June  2,  1888. 

Dear  Friends  ix'  America:  Although  exceedingly  busy  it 
school- work,  more  or  less  time  is  given  daily  by  Miss  Blakely  and 
myself  in  listening  to  the  tale  of  suffering  from  hunger  from  those 
all  about  us. 

Wo  decided  this  (Saturday)  morning  to  go  the  rounds  of  visita- 
tion from  houso  to  house  with  the  agent  appointed  to  dispense 
aid  among  the  non-Protostants  of  our  city.  He  has  the  city  divided, 
I  think,  into  fourteen  or  fifteen  wards,  which  he  takes  in  regular 
order.  Neither  agent  nor  people  knew  of  our  intende(^  visitation 
to-day,  and  I  believe  what  we  saw  and  heard,  to  be  the  oi*dinary 
occurrences  on  these  rounds.  We  feel  that  you  who  are  contribu- 
ting for  the  relief  of  this  people  should  see  them  as  nearly  as 
possible  <as  we  saw  them. 

We  enter  a  yard  and  seldom  find  one  family  alone;  often  three 
or  four  are  crowded  into  a  small  space,  a  little,  dark,  under  room, 
or  in  several  cases  a  family  occupied  only  one  end  of  the  open 
veranda  before  the  house.  They  need  little  room,  for  they  have 
nothing  but  a  pile  of  bedding,  sometimes  more  like  rag^  than 
bedding,  and  a  few  dishes.  In  most  of  the  homes  visited  to-day 
(some  fifty  or  sixty  in  number),  they  have  left  to  them  literally 
■nothing  but  a  copper  kettle,  the  cover  of  which  is  used  for  a  plate, 
and  a  water-bucket.  Many  of  the  dishes  sold  have  been  given  at 
less  than  half  their  real  value.  These,  unlike  most  who  are  not 
receiving  aid,  had  no  ear-jewels,  rugs,  books,  or  extra  garments  to 
sell,  though  I  do  remember  one  said  that  she  had  sold  an  unworn 
shirt  made  for. her  husband  last  year,  and  so  got  food  for  one  day 
this  week.  Many  were  washing,  as  Saturday  is  the  day  for  wash- 
ing here,  and  the  agent  often  inquired  if  the  large  copper  vessels 
they  were  using  were  theirs,  and  invariably  found  they  had  bor- 
rowed of  a  neighbor.    Some  were  washing  without  soap,  using 
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ashes  alone  for  lye;  others  told  of  waiting  weeks  without  being 
able  to  get  soap  for  washing,  and  finally  going  hungry  to  bed  last 
night,  using  the  scanty  allowance  in  hand  for  soap  instead  of  food» 

In  not  more  than  six  homes  did  we  find  food  of  any  sort  except 
beet-tops  or  grape-leaves,  which  many  had  gathered  for  to-day 
and  to-morrow;  the  former  from  the  gardeners,  who  make  no 
use  of  them  in  selling  the  roots,  the  latter  from  the  vineyards. 
At  one  place  an  old  woman  was  making  bread  from  a  poor  flour, 
selling,  for  good  reasons,  at  one  third  the  ordinary  rates;  and  she 
had  but  little  of  that,  even.  One  was  cooking  a  little  flour  in  water, 
making  a  thin  kind  of  porridge.  We  went  freely  to  their  inner- 
most room,  if  they  had  such  a  storeroom,  looked  into  all  corners, 
and  everyone  was  perfectly  willing  we  should  investigate,  for  they 
seemingly  had  nothing  to  hide. 

Many  visited  were  widows  in  reality;  at  one  place  we  found 
three  living  together;  many  more  had  been  alone  with  children  for 
four  or  five  months,  their  husbands  having  gone  abroad  to  seek 
work,  and  sent  no  aid  during  this  time.  Most  of  the  men  found  at 
home  were  weavers,  a  few  of  whom  had  work.  The  most  a  man 
can  now  earn  is  seven  and  one-half  cents  per  day  making  a  coarse 
white  cloth;  the  very  few  making  olaja  receive  a  little  more,  but 
none  of  those  were  on  the  list  visited.  One  little  fellow  of  ten  or 
eleven  years  looked  very  pale  and  sad  working  at  the  loom.  His 
mother  said  he  earned  five  cents  working  all  day  long!  They 
have  seven  in  the  family. 

A  few  wore  found  in  bed;  many  looked  very  pale  and  pinched; 
and  when  we  asked- if  they  could  not  find  work,  they  replied,  "We 
being  weavers  have  little  chance  of  being  employed  for  field  or 
vineyard  work" ;  and  we  did  not  wonder  they  would  be  rejected 
when  so  weak,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  very  few  of 
the  many  seeking  out-door  work  can  be  employed  at  all. 

Some  seemed  half  frantic  in  efforts  to  secure  aid;  others  in  few 
words  and  with  trembling  lips  told  of  their  needs.  Many  said 
they  had  had  nothing  to  eat  since  yesterday  at  that  time,  had 
nothing  for  to-day,  no  hope  for  to-morrow. 

One  young  man  who  certainly  looked  very  thin,  .pale,  and 
hungry,  followed  us  quite  a  while  begging  something  for  his  aged 
parents;  but  the  agent  felt  he  could  not  give  him,  as  he  had  given 
them  within  ten  days,  and  if  he  broke  over  his  custom  of  giving 
only  to  those  in  the  ward  visited  he  would  be  in  daily  trouble. 
Another,  an  old  man  from  Karaman,  half-hour  distant,  tried  the 
same,  but  failed.  It  was  sad  to  have  them  refused,  but  it  seemed 
right.  New  ones  were  found  who  were  so  needy  they  could  not 
be  passed  by,  and  at  last  the  tickets  gave  out  while  there  were  yet 
ten  or  twelve  families  unvisited  as  needy  as  any  that  l\aA  x^^^v^^^. 


4 1 2  L^FJS  ^ND  LIGHT. 

None  received  more  than  two  tickets,  more  bat  one.  Each 
ticket  entitled  them  to  an  amount  of  flour  of  about  two  quarts  or 
same  value  of  bread.  On  retuiiiiug  we  met  several  who  had  been 
to  tiie  market,  to  the  one  appointed  to  receive  the  tickets  in  place 
of  money  in  ezchanjre  for  bread  or  flour.  We  opened  the  bundle 
of  one,  tasted  the  flour,  and  found  it  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  was 
assui*ed  it  was  of  full  measure.  How  small  seemed  the  amount 
when  we  know  they  could  have  no  more  from  us  for  two  weeks! 

We  saw  sevei*al  little  children  who  are  soon  to  end  their  suffer- 
ings. Poor  little  things,  their  own  fountain  of  support  quite  dry, 
they  were  surely  starving  to  deatli!  Huw  we  pitied  their  parents! 
In  one  home  there  was  a  new-bom  babe,  which  we  did  not  notice 
till  the  father,  in  answer  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  number  of  his 
family,  said,  ''Our  children  were  flvo;  thank  Grod  we  have  a  little 
new  one  since  Avedis  was  here  last.''  The  mother  smiled  the  joy 
of  a  true  mother,  but  they  and  those  in  the  yard  with  them  seemed 
tlio  neediest  of  all  the  neoily  ones  we  saw.  Such  sore  eyes  as  some 
of  them  had,  alono  showed  they  could  not  go  out  for  work,  and 
their  one  loom  was  empty. 

In  one  homo  there  were  three, — a  mother,  and  grown-up  son 
and  daughter,  all  blind.  The  daughter  recited  readily  and  most 
distinctly  from  Matthew  fifth  till  she  had  given  us  more  than  half 
the  chapter,  when  we  felt  obliged  to  stop  hor  and  pass  on.  She 
was  too  deaf  to  understand  much  we  said,  and  it  was  a  satisfaction 
to  foci  she  had  some  of  the  good  Word  stored  up  in  her  mind,  given 
we  know  not  by  whom,  or  when.  Should  we  count  all  the  blind  we 
saw  during  those  four  hours,  I  think  there  would  be  a  full  dozen 
that  were  totally  blind,  besides  others  partially  so. 

More  than  sixty  persons  must  have  received  tickets,  one  hun- 
dred being  the  number  given  out,  and  not  less  than  three  hundred 
persons  would  share  in  the  nine  dollars'  worth  of  aid  for  that  day. 
Some  received  this  with  deep  gratitude;  some  looked  longingly  for 
*more  when  but  one  ticket  was  given.  It  was  gratifying  to  them 
to  hoar  that  one  ticket  would  give  them  more  flour  and  bread  now 
than  last  time,  as  the  price  of  wheat  has  declined  considerably  within 
one  week.  But  though  it  be  even  less,  I  see  no  way  by  which  these 
very  poor  ones  can  soon  support  themselves  unless  there  be  a  start- 
ing up  of  business.  At  present  there  is  iilmost  utter  stagnation  in 
trade,  and  none  can  judge  how  long  this  condition  will  continue. 

The  spring  rains,  so  long  continued,  sorely  hindered  some  of  the 
people  from  working  in  vineyards  at  a  time  when  scanty  earnings 
would  have  saved  them  from  selling  off  their  household  articles,  as 
they  are  now  soon  to  have  done.  At  the  same  time  these  heavy 
rains  have  doubtless,  in  prolonging  the  cool  weather  to  a  remark- 
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able  degree,  had  the  effect  of  warding  off  much  sickness  among  tlie 
destitute. 

The  amount  given  is  not  a  support,  but  simply  a  little  aid,  but 
for  which  I  believe  very  many  must  have  died  before  now.  We 
cannot  but  feel  that  the  indirect  influence  of  this  aid,  distributed 
regardless  of  sect  or  nationality,  will  tend  greatly  to  break  away 
barriers  and  open  hearts  to  a  reception  of  spiritual  truth,  as  well 
as  sustain  temporarily  the  physical  life  given  by  God. 


-»♦►- 
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LETTER  FROM  DR.  MARY  PAULINE  ROOT. 

Madura,  S.  India,  June  10, 1888. 
To  the  Young  Ladies  of  the  W.  B.  M.: 

My  veky  dear  Friends,— Once  I  made  a  confession  that 
before  becoming  a  missionary  I  had  at  one  time  doubted  the  reality 
of  the  closing  appeal  in  many  missionary  letters,  "  Pray  for  us." 

To-day  I  am  a  missionary,  and  I  feel  like  telling  you  girls  why  it 
is  a  real  heart-cry  when  we  say,  **  Pray  for  us;'*  "  Pray  for  me." 
Not  long  ago  I  was  a  girl,  too.  Now  my  medical  work  or  my 
twenty-nine  years  weigh  upon  me,  and  I  feel  old,^-older  by  years 
than  when  I  left  home  in  July,  1885. 

In  Madura  there  are  six  of  us  /'  girls,"  all  between  the  ages  of 
twenty-five  and  thirty;  five  of  us  live  together,  and  I  occupy  the 
dignified  position  of  "mother"  of  the  house.  Now,  I  am  not 
writing  of  any  one  or  more  persons,  but  of  reasons  why — ^in  India 
at  least — we,  the  young  ladies,  need  your  prayers.  Do  not  pray 
for  missionaries  in  a  bunch  only,  or  for  a  bunch  of  temptations  or 
trials;  but,  if  you  can,  learn  and  know  your  missionaries  by  name, 
and  get  some  definite  idea  of  what  work  each  is  engaged  in;  in 
this  way  you  will  have  some  little  idea  of  their  personal  and  special 
needs.  Not  that  I  would  not  have  you  pray  for  us  collectively. 
The  Father  knows  all  about  us,  and  we  will  be  very  glad  to  have 
you  commit  us  all  to  his  care,  though  you  may  not  know  our 
special  needs. 

There  is  a  thing  of  which  I  have  never  heard  any  missionary 
express  any  doubt, — and  that  is  that  God  does  hear  and  answer 
prayer.  We  believe  with  all  our  hearts  in  prayer,  and  it  is  not 
wonderful,  but  very  sweet  to  us,  to  see  God's  guiding  in  our 
friends'  prayers  for  us.  When  a  dear  friend  writes— only  a  scrap, 
perhaps — to  say  that  he  is  specially  moved  to  pray  for  me  on  a 
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certaiu  day,  and  that  very  day  my  heart  is  heavy  orer  a  hopeless 
case,  a  dyiiif;  patient,  a  temptation,  an  unkind  letter  or  word,  an 
accident,  or  any  otlier  special  Frovidenoe,  do  you  not  think  it  is  a 
happy  memory  when,  looking  back,  I  see  that  on  that  Tery  day 
my  friend  was  prayinf;  for  me,  thouf^h  he  did  not  know  why?  Do 
you  ask,  "Why  do  you  need  our  prayers?"  Because  you  are 
young.  *'  Because  you  are  strong,  and  the  word  of  God  abideth  in 
you/'  Because  your  prayers  belong  to  us.  Are  we  not  your  sub- 
stitutes? The  Lord's  vineyard  is  a  wide  one,  and  all  cannot  work 
abroad,  or  at  the  West,  or  in  the  South.  We,  taking  our  lives  in 
our  hands,  leaving  homes  and  all  dear  ones,  go  out  to  work  as 
your  paid  representatives.  You  give  your  money— each  according 
to  her  ability.  Ought  not  you  to  give  what  you  all  can  give,  and 
what  is  infinitely  more  needed, — your  prayers?  **  These  ought  ye 
to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone."  I  do  not  doubt 
—I  know  you  pray  for  us;  but  pray  with  a  faith  that  will  not  let 
go  unless  He  bless  us.  For  we  live  in  the  midst  of  idolatry,  and  so 
subtle  are  the  influences  about  us  that  we  grow  deadened  to  the 
heinousness  of  sin,  and  idolatry  becomes  to  us  as  child's  play. 

As  we  go  through  our  vast  temples  and  see  the  black,  greasy 
idols  and  bowing  worshipers  (who  bow  just  as  humbly  to  us,  cry- 
ing, "Swanii");  as  we  see  the  fantastic  rag-doll,  jewel-adorned 
idols  carried  about  the  street  on  silver  peacocks  or  horses;  as  I  go 
into  my  houses  and  see  an  old  woman  or  dirty  priest  sitting  sur- 
rounded by  many  tiny  brass  jars  or  lamps,  wreaths  of  flowers,  and 
perhaps  the  blood  of  a  cock  sprinkled  about,— does  it  seem  like 
idolatry?  Yes,  and  no.  At  first  it  seems  like  a  dreadful  sin;  then 
repulsive  only;  and  gradually  we  grow  almost  indifferent  or  dis- 
gusted at  what  seems  like  grown  children  playing  with  toys.  If 
my  patient  has  a  yellow  rag  with  a  rupee  in  it  tied  about  her  arm, 
as  an  offering  to  the  god  if  she  gets  well,  it  seems  a  superstition  not 
more  absurd  than  half  the  old  women's  signs  at  home.  Pi*ay  then 
that  our  hearts  may  not  lose  their  sensitiveness,  and  grow  har- 
dened and  indifferent. 

Again,  we  live  in  the  midst  of  dirt  and  filth  of  which  you  know 
nothing.  Our  work  is  in  squalid  mud  or  plastered  homes,  and  the 
sights  we  sometimes  see  would  make  you  turn  away  with  a  shud- 
der with  sinking  hearts,  and  filled  with  a  physical  and  mental 
nausea.  We  are  less  proof  against  odors  and  sights  than  we  once 
were.  Every  yaer  the  sickening,  withering  heat  weighs  upon  us, 
and  every  year  these  things  are  harder  to  bear. 

You  often  wonder  what  we  eat,  and  wear,  and  how  we  live? 
We  eat  and  live  as  we  would  at  home,  in  proportion  as  our  sala- 
ries allow  it.    In  a  few  respects  we  are  better  off  than  at  home; 
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but  if  you  think  a  dozen,  with  thoir  dozen  different  duties,  easier 
to  manage  than  two  home  servants,  ask  any  old  Indian  resident. 
By  nature  the  race  are  beggars,  and  they  have  no  hesitation  about 
asking  for  anything  they  wish.  Though,  as  a  rule,  far  superior  in 
many  ways  to  the  "help  "  in  America,  they  have  aggravating  ways 
that  sorely  try  one's  patience.  Little  things  that  would  not  once 
trouble  us  in  cool  New  England,  become  formidable  trials  in  sultiy 
India.  And  so  I  am  not  ashamed  to  ask  that  you  will  pray  for  the 
young  ladies  who  are  housekeepers,  that  they  may  be  guided  into 
all  patience  and  gentleness, — living  a  Christ-like  life  before  those 
who  do  so  much  to  make  life  happy  for  us  in  this  country.  Writ- 
ing them  out  in  this  way  the  trials  seem  trivial,  the  blessings  from 
the  Lord  great.  And  so  it  is.  We  do  receive  the  hundred-fold 
promised ;  but  to  realize  this  constantly,  we  need  to  be  living  very 
close  to  Christ,  and  we  need  your  prayers  for  this. 

Think  of  yourself  the  cherished  daughter  in  your  father's  home, 
the  "dear  child,"  the  "little  girl.*'  You  have,  perhaps,  taught  a 
class  in  the  Sunday-school  and  belonged  to  the  mission  circle,  and 
it  may  be  you  have  occasionally  attended  the  ladies'  prayer-meet- 
ing. By  and  by  you  think  you  are  called  to  serve  God  in  a  foi-eign 
field.  Knowing  no  one,  you  go  forth  full  of  love  to  Christ,  and  an 
enthusiasm  to  enter  his  work.  You  reach  the  new  home, — home 
without  father,  mother,  brothers,  or  sisters,  and  yet  you  grow  more 
enthusiastic,  seeing  how  gladly  and  cordially  you  are  welcomed. 
You  begin  the  study  of  the  language,  and  it  is  more  than  possible 
that  many  a  time  you  wiJl  throw  yourself  on  the  bed  and  cry, — 
yes,  you,  a  missionary,— cry  from  sheer  weariness  and  discourage- 
ment, and  perhaps  wonder  if,  after  all,  you  might  not  have  made  a 
mistake,  and  run  before  you  were  sent.  And  after  a  little  while, 
knowing,  as  it  seems  to  you,  nothing  of  the  language,  you  are  put 
in  charge  of  a  dozen  Bible-women.  Every  word  that  you  teach 
them,  or  that  you  carry  to  the  women  in  heathen  homes,  has  to  be 
studied  patiently  and  practiced  with  your  teacher, — often  a  half- 
educated  and  heathen  young  man,  knowing  so  little  English  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  him  understand  any  spiritual  truth 
in  English.  It  is  a  real  trial  and  a  constant  struggle  for  you  to 
have  your  Bible-studies  translated  into  the  vernacular.  Or  you 
are  put  in  as  sole  principal  of  a  girls'  boarding  and  normal  school, 
with  but  half-trained  assistants.  You  have  no  loving,  faithful, 
private  secretary.  You  are  not  simply  the  guide  in  mental  and 
moral  philosophy,  but  to  those  three  hundred  girls  you  are  mother, 
teacher,  guide.  You  alone  are  responsible  for  the  faithful  teach- 
i-ng  of  every  branch;  you  alone  must  lead  those  girlS  to  Christ; 
you  alone  must  lead    and  guide  them  into  a  moral  and  physical 
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well-being,  wbicli,  in  our  country,  belonf^s  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  motherhood;  you  alone  are  tlie  specisil  cot^fidatUe, 
and  you  the  disciplinarian, —  and  all  this  you  do  iu  a  lan- 
guage not  your  own,  and  one  difficult  to  acquire.  And  this  may 
be  but  a  tithe  of  your  work,  for  you  may  be  put  iu  chsir^e  of 
schools  among  the  Hindu  girls,  and  you  may  have  to  conduct 
meetings  for  the  Christian  women,  every  one  of  whom  is  a  child  in 
knowledge,  and  whom  you  must  teach  over  and  over  again,  *'  line 
upon  line,"  **  precept  upon  precept" 

Does  this  bring  to  you  a  picture  all  pleasant?  or  do  you  be- 
tween the  lines  see  days  of  discouragement  and  heartache  ? 

Then,  my  dear  friends,  is  the  time  when  it  is  an  untold  comfoi't 
to  know  that  dear  ones  far  away  are  praying  that  the  Lord  may 
bless  us  and  keep  us,  and  that  his  face  may  shine  upon  us. 

One  thing  more :  as  St.  Paul  asked,  so  I  ask  you,  **  Pray  for  us, 
that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  us,  that  we  may  open  our 
mouths  boldly  to  make  known  the  mystery  of  the  gospel, .  .  .  that 
wc  may  speak  boldly  as  we  ought  to  speak."  Do  you  think  this 
is  a  strange  request?  Then  try  to  put  yourselves  in  our  place. 
The  people  are  indifferent  to  the  gospel  truth ;  we  work  in  a  but 
partially  learned  tongue;  the  people  are  stolid;  there  is  every 
temptation  not  to  preach  the  gospel.  And  for  this  reason  we  ask 
you  to  pray  that  the  Spirit,  without  whom  we  are  powerless,  may 
fill  our  hearts  to  overflowing,  and  then  give  us  grace  to  enter  joy- 
fully and  faithfully  into  every  open  door  set  before  us.  May  He 
make  us  and  you  to  realize  fully  that  ^*fis  he  is,  so  are  we  in  this 
world." 


at^  at  Ifom^* 


THANK-OFFERING  MEETINGS. 

Among  the  many  different  methods  of  raising  money  and  plans 
for  systematic  giving,  the  highest  form  is  generally  conceded  to  be 
the  thank-offering.  We  all  know  how  in  the  ideal  Christian  life,  as 
individuals  grow  iu  grace,  and  the  besetting  sins  one  after  another 
lose  their  power,  the  irksomeuess  of  duty  disappears,  and  the  ser- 
vice becomes  more  willing  and  joyful,  till  in  this  world  or  in 
another  life  it  may  be  one  long  song  of  thanksgiving.  In  the  Chris- 
tian graces  the  true  spirit  of  unselfishness  and  right  giving  is  often 
the  hardest  to  attain,  and  there  are  many  planes  upon  which  the 
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givers  stand.  There  are  those  who  give  '^because  they  are 
asked,"  or  "because  they  hate  to  refuse  a  friend;"  and  others 
vrho  are  convinced  that  it  is  a  duty,  but  who  constantly  con- 
sider how  small  a  sum  will  do— or  will  satisfy  their  consciences. 
There  are  also  generous  souls,  who  love  to  see  people  about 
them  comfortable,  who  rejoice  in  the  applause  and  loving  ser- 
vice of  the  recipients  of  their  bounty.  On  the  next  plane  are 
those  who  have  a  strong  sense  of  stewardship,  rendering  full 
tithes  of  all  they  possess;  and  finally  there  are  the  joyful  givers, 
who,  deem  it  one  of  their  greatest  privileges  to  present  their  gifts 
to  their  Lord,  freely  and  gladly, — a  spontaneous  expression  of  lov- 
ing worship;  a  thank-offering  to  the  Giver  of  all  for  their  innumer- 
able blessings. 

While  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  sense  all  giving  should  be  a 
thank-offering,  yet  are  there  not  particular  times  and  seasons,  or 
special  blessings,  which  should  call  forth  an  unusual  act  of  praise. 
We  believe  there  are  many  such,  and  it  is  this  impulse  which  has 
brought  into  being  so  many  thank-offerings  among  our  branch^  "i 
and  auxiliaries.  We  think  also  that  there  is  great  gain  in  spirit 
ual  power  in  giving  testimony  one  to  another  of  our  Lord's 
goodness,  and  we  rejoice  in  the  growing  custom  of  thank-offering 
services  in  our  societies.  Wherever  they  have  been  held  we  hear 
expressions  like  these:  "Such  a  volume  of  precious,  thankful 
utterances  as  filled  that  hour  touched  all  hearts";  "Only  those 
who  were  there,  and  heard  the  tender  words,  and  the  glimpses  of 
hidden  sorrow  that  underlaid  many  of  the  thank-offerings,  could 
form  any  idea  of  what  a  sweet  service  it  was." 

As  any  form  of  public  service  can  reach  perfection  only  by 
careful  attention  to  details,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  suggest  some  of 
the  methods  of  carrying  on  such  a  service.  We  glean  from  letters 
from  those  who  have  had  practical  experience.  As  a  preliminary, 
may  we  say  that  the  service  presupposes  a  certain  amount  of  con- 
secration. With  Hezekiah  of  old  we  would  say,  "Now  ye  have 
consecrated  yourselves  unto  the  Lord,  come  near  and  bring  sacri- 
fices and  thank-offerings  into  the  house  of  the  Lord."  It  is  of 
little  use  to  set  in  motion  such  a  movement  when  the  hearts  are 
not  ready.  While  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  every 
member  of  an  auxiliary  should  respond,  yet  we  think  it  should  not 
be  undertaken  without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  at  least  the 
"  faithful  few."  Above  all,  wo  should  hope  it  would  never  degen- 
erate into  a  mere  perfunctory  service,  a  part  of  the  "  machinery  " 
of  any  society.  One  who  failed  to  receive  the  desired  encourage- 
ment in  this  direction,  writes:  "We  need  first  of  all  the  outpour* 
ing  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  then  the  new  church  for  which  many  are 
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anxious  will  como  easily,  and  our  giving  will  be  doubled  at  the 
same  time.  I  lovo  our  ladies,  but  tbey  do  not  give  their  hearts  and 
their  interest  as  I  long  to  see  them.  Some  day,  please  Gk>d, 
thank-oileriug  boxes  will  not  seem  a  'bother'  but  a  'privilege.'" 

Thank-offering  services  are  held  both  in  branches  and  auxilia- 
ries, and  are  quite  similar  in  character.  We  give  the  following 
suggestions  as  to  the  manner  of  conducting  them. 

A  good  time  for  such  a  meeting  in  an  auxiliary  is  thought  to 
be  cither  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  when  thoughts  turn 
naturally  to  mercies  received  during  the  year,  or  the  first  week  in 
December,  quickly  following  our  national  Thanksgiving.  Many 
are  held  also  at  the  time  of  harvest-home  festivals  in  the  autumn. 
In  the  Branches  some  meeting  besides  the  annual  meeting  is  pre- 
ferred, since  more  time  can  usually  be  given  to  it.  The  time  be- 
ing fixed,  a  preliminary  notice  is  sent  out  to  each  auxiliaiy.  With 
the  notice  in  one  instance  was  an  added  note  like  this: — 

Beloved:  lias  our  Heavenly  Father  prospered  you  the  past 

year?    Has  your  homo  been  left  to  you?    Have  your  dear  ones 

been  spared?    Has  your  own  heart  been  at  peace?    The  small, 

uncounted  every-day  blessings, — have  tliey  been  vouchsafed  to  you? 

If  illness  has  been  your  portion,  has  the  Saviour's  hand  and  the 

light  of  his  lovo  sustained  you?    If  your  loved  ones  have  been 

taken  from  your  sight  to  dwell  in  his  presence,  has  his  promise 

been  fulfilled  in  you  that  he  will  bo  more  to  you  than  father  or 

mother,  sister,  brother,  or  child?    Whichever  way  you  turn  can 

you  not  see  that  he  has  been  with  you  to  comfort,  to  strengthen, 

and  to  bless?    Then,  dear  sisters,  if  these  things  be  so,  join  us, 

wo  beseech  you,  in  bringing  into  the  storehouse  of  our  Father  a 

thank-offering  which  shall  speak  of  our  heart's  love  and  gratitude 

to  him,  and  be  an  earnest  of  our  more  faithful  service  hereafter. 

Yours,  in  Christian  love  and  work. 
Signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Branch. 

In  the  notice  sent  it  is  suggested  that  each  auxiliary  have  a 
thank-offering  service  the  month  previous,  and  a  letter  similar  to 
the  above  with  a  thank-offering  envelope  sent  to  each  member. 
As  one  says:  ''  It  gives  us  something  for  some  who  manifest  little 
interest  to  do.    It  is  easy  to  take  paper,  envelopes,  and  letter,  with 

a  list  of  a  few  names,  and  ask  as  a  favor  that would  copy 

and  send  these  notes.  In  this  way  the  manual  labor  of  copying  is 
minimized,  and  several  are  interested."  In  this  way  a  good  aux- 
iliary meeting  is  insured  and  an  interest  quickened  in  the 
approaching  Branch  meeting.  ''The  individual  envelopes,  each 
with  its  text  of  Scripture  or  sacred  sentiment,  are  opened  at  the 
auxiliary  meeting,  the  contents  placed  in  a  large  envelope,  a  text 
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selected  either  from  those  ah-eady  brought  in  or  one  embodying 
a  large  portion  of  their  sentiment,  and  this  in  turn  is  forwarded  to 
the  Branch  officer.  The  individual  envelopes  with  their  texts  are 
often  exceedingly  interesting, — beautiful  to  those  who  hear  them 
read,  and  of  special  and  precious  value  to  those  who  write  them ; 
a  tender  and  secret  bond  between  herself  and  her  Lord." 

One  suggestion  is:  **I  think  it  would  be  pleasant  to  make  the 
whole  meeting  on  such  an  occasion  one  of  thanksgiving,  reading 
psalms  of  praise  responsively  or  in  concert,  and  choosing  appro- 
priate hymns.  Then  let.  all  the  missionary  items  have  a  hearing 
on  the  same  subject,  either  showing  how  native  Christians  bring 
their  thank-offerings,  or  contrasting  our  own  condition  with  that 
of  women  still  in  darkness  and  heathendom." 

The  thank-offering  service  usually  occupies  about  an  hour  of 
the  regular  Branch  meeting.  One  writes:  "We  let  the  service 
furnish  the  keynote  for  the  morning  session,  and,  indeed,  for  the 
day.  At  our  last  meeting  the  leader  of  the  morning  praying-meet- 
ing read  a  psalm  of  thanksgiving,  and  called  for  testimonies  to 
the  Lord's  goodness,  leading  the  way  with  tender  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  healing  mercies  in  experiences  of  trial  and  pain.  The 
response  was  general,  and  led  so  naturally  up  to  the  thank-offering, 
which  followed  the  formal  opening  of  the  regular  session." 

Another  writes  of  a  special  meeting:  "I  have  always  considered 
it  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  of  my  life  that  I  was  allowed  to  be 
the  person  to  receive  the  offerings ;  for  so  much  of  spiritual  life 
was  manifested  in  the  bringing  of  these  gifts  that  my  own  heart 
was  greatly  warmed  and  quickened.  I  had  in  mind  many  things 
that  I  could  say  in  regard  to  the  self-sacrifice  and  the  prayer 
which  were  represented  by  these  sealed  envelopes,  and  I  had, 
too,  a  memorandum  of  things  that  might  be  said  in  case  of  any 
detention  or  necessity  for  waiting  a  moment  or  two,  so  that  there 
need  be  no  dragging  to  the  service.  Among  other  things  I  had 
extracts  from  the  '  Journal  of  Mercies,'  of  Miss  Havergal,  found 
in  the  book  of  her  life.     These  are  specimens:  — 

**  *Able  to  come  down  stairs  for  the  first  time.' 

"  *nattie  B's  friendship.' 

**  *  Being  allowed  to  give  a  word  of  real  comfort.* 

" 'Clearance  of  my  path.' 

"  *  Our  good  maid,  Mary  F.' 

"  *  Maria's  writing  letters  for  me.' 

"  *  Dr.  D's  sermons.' 

"  In  fact,  I  gathered  as  many  ideas  and  quotations  on  thanks- 
giving as  I  could,  and  then  used  such  as  my  best  judgment  prompted 
at  the  time.    After  all  the  envelopes  had  been  broken  (the  name 
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of  tbo  auxiliary  bein<;  read,  and  the  inclosed  text  also  read),  ihe> 
baHket  into  which  all  were  broken  was  taken  out  by  a  committee 
to  be  counted,  while  with  deeply  moved  hearts  we  offered  in 
prayer  our  (;if  t  to  tlie  Lord.  On  the  return  of  our  committee  we 
were  astonished  to  learn  the  larf^eness  of  tlie  sum  gathered,  and 
rose  and  heartily  san^,  '  Praise  God,  from  who  all  blessinfjrs  flow/ 
I  think  it  may  bc«  and  ought  to  be,  a  deeply  religious  sendee." 

In  this,  as  in  all  methods,  it  is  thought  very  important  that  the 
children  should  have  a  share,  that  they  should  be  ''taught  the 
habit  of  thankfulness  and  the  remembrance  of  the  love  of  the 
great  Giver.''  A  pretty  suggestion  is:  "  For  a  children's  service, 
or  where  a  society  desires  to  make  a  more  elaborate  service,  each 
offering  could  bo  attached  to  a  small  bunch  of  wheat,  which  could 
be  bound  together  into  a  full  sheaf  by  the  leader,  and  the  verses  in 
regard  to  the  gathering  in  of  the  harvest  be  chosen  to  accompany 
the  gifts." 

Many  very  touching  incidents  have  occurred  at  these  meetings, 
of  which  the  following  arc  specimens: — 

'*  We  had  one  offering  from  an  old  lady  of  eighty -four  years, 
with  expression  of  devout  thanksgiving  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
Brancli,  for  all  it  was  doing  in  Christ's  name,  and  for  his  work; 
another  from  a  very  weak  auxiliary,  telling  of  their  gratitude  that 
tliey  could  do  a  little,  and  asking  the  prayers  of  the  Branch  that 
they  might  have  the  disposition  and  the  ability  to  do  more."  "  You 
have  heard  of  the  five  cents  sent  by  the  poor  washerwoman,  who 
thought  she  could  save  it  on  letters  sent  during  the  year,  and 
which  led  to  many  dollars,  fifty  or  more,  that  were  saved  that 
year  in  the  same  way  by  those  whose  correspondence  was  largo. 
There  was  one  other  instance  of  a  poor  woman  who  sent  a  ten-cent 
piece,  which  her  father  had  given  her  when  a  child,  just  before 
dying.  This  piece,  so  long  and  tenderly  cherished,  she  gave  to 
God,  in  thanks  for  special  mercies."  "Two  young  ladies  who  were 
employed  in  stores  in  Boston  took  to  their  home  a  mite-box  and 
the  accompanying  leaflet  of  "Mrs.  Pickett's  Missionary  Box."  In  a 
few  days  one  of  the  sisters  said  to  me:  "I  am  nearly  wild  with 
having  that  dreadful  mite-box  in  my  house.  It  appeals  to  me  all 
the  time.  Why,  if  we  were  to  render  something  for  all  our  bene- 
fits we  should  be  bankrupt,  for  we  have  i*eceived  nothing  but 
benefits  all  our  lives.  I  am  sure  we  cannot  count  them  and  ren- 
der according  to  what  we  have  received,  but  here  are  six  dollars 
which  we  gladly  and  freely  give,  although  it  does  not  cancel  oar 
indebtedness." 

In  the  nature  of  the  case  but  few  of  these  instances  can  be 
made  public,  but  we  have  no  doubt  the  unwritten  history  of  these 
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offerings  would  form  a  volume  of  most  pathetic  interest,  showing 
that  the  donor  drew  very  near  to  her  Lord  in  this  special  act  of 
worship. 

Fenelon  says:  *' God's  treasury  where  he  keeps  his  children's 
gifts  will  be  like  many  a  mother's  store  of  relics  of  her  children, 
— full  of  things  of  no  value  to  others,  but  precious  in  his  eyes  for 
the  love's  sake  that  was  in  them." 

».«-• 

THANKSGIVING. 

One  of  our  own  poets  writes  of  November,  that  "  the  melan- 
choly days  have  come,  the  saddest  of  the  year."  Not  so.  He 
must  have  written  it  in  a  fit  of  the  blues.  The  firelight  had  faded 
from  his  hearth,  a  mist  was  before  his  eyes.  Not  at  all  so.  No- 
vember is  one  of  the  cheeriest,  gladdest  months  of  the  year:  its 
Indian  summer,  with  torrid  excitements  left  out;  its  capacious  lap 
running  over  with  ripened  grain,  pumpkins, —golden  spheres, — 
fruits,  russets,  pippins,  and 

"  Grapes  which  swell  in  sunny  June, 
And  redden  in  the  August  noon, 
And  drop  when  gentle  airs  come  by 
That  fan  the  blue  September  sky," 

with  the  generous  outcome  of  dear  old  Mother  Earth  to  her  hungry 
and  expectant  children. 

It  is  fittingly  our  month  for  thanksgiving.  Our  fathers  under- 
stood it  so,  when  with  their  battle  with  weather,  wet,  weeds,  and 
weevils  well  over,  they  gathered  the  harvest,  and  set  apart  a 
Thanksgiving  Day  to  praise  God  for  their  newly  filled  garners. 
Nor  was  this  all.  Thanksgiving  went  out  in  substantial  gifts  to 
this  poor  neighbor  and  that,  kindling  gladness  around  many  a 
straitened  fireside,  and  gratitude  in  lowly  and  lonely  homes. 

**  It  is  not  real  Thanksgiving,"  Aunt  Ruby  used  to  say,  "  unless 
you  make  somebody  else  thanks  give." 

The  good  old  day  has  haplessly  been  turned  over  to  base-ball  and 
turkey,  but  the  day  and  the  reason  thereof  nevertheless  stand 
sure. 

**  What  shall  we  render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits?"  must 
ever  be  the  refrain  of  thoughtful  Christian  hearts;  and  as  the  circle 
of  His  benefits  widens,  it  has  greater  and  gretaer  meaning  to  us 
all.  If  the  question  is  not  a  passing  feeling,  which,  like  the 
flowers,  blow  and  blow  away,  it  will  suggest  new  ways  of  answer- 
ing the  true  hearts'  importunity. 

"O,"  said  a  woman  the  other  day  to  her  friend,  "how  much 
have  we  to  be  thankfullor." 
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'*  What  arc  you  f^oitif;  tn  do  about  it?  *'  aHked  her  companion. 

**  Do  about  it?  ''  nho  repeated. 

**  Vcb;  how  are  you  Koinj;  to  hIiow  your  (gratitude ?" 

"  I  had  not  thought  about  that  part  of  it,"  she  said,  **  though  I 
have  H]>ecial  reason  for  thanks<;ivin};.     1  sliould  like  to  give  some 
thin};  more  to  tlie  Lord's  work  if  1  had  anything  more  to  give." 

'*  Well,  a  willin<:  mind  is  something,*^  said  her  fiiend;  "but  St 
Paul  says,  *  Now,  therefore,  perform  the  doing  of  it.'  He  would  have 
you  put  your  good  feelings  in  ]>ractice;  he  was  a  practical  man, 
Paul  waK." 

A  work  pressing  with  renewed  importunity  on  Christian  people 
is  the  enlarged  and  enlarging  niiKsion  work  of  the  Church.  Many 
])eop1e.  perhaps,  feel  that  they  are  doing  all  they  conveniently  can; 
but  nnist  we  not  \w  doing  sometimes  what  we  inconveniently  can? 
If  (iod  has  blessed  us  in  making  our  year  richer  and  fuller  than 
ever  before,  it  is  not  to  make  our  lives  easier  but  our  outcome 
greater.  It  is  not  to  weaken  our  sinews,  but  to  inci*ease  oar 
power  for  the  higher  self-tlenials  of  Christian  responsibility. 
What  fresh  consecrations  hcive  we  in  mind?  How  many  of  us  tliis 
thanksgiving  month,  in  view  of  larger  fields  and  lagging  gifts,  are 
purposing  to  make  special  thank-offerings,  it  may  be  inconven- 
iently special  ones,  to  further  our  mission  work?    How  many? 

Urn     C*     K» 

A  WORLD   OF  GRATITUDE. 

BY  LUCY  WHITE   PAI.BIKR. 

"You  have  literally  the  whole  world  before  you,  Helen.  What 
is  this,  anyway?" 

As  Inez  Oray  spoke  she  took  up  from  her  friend's  desk  a 
miniature  globe,  fastened  to  a  little,  square  standard,  which  was 
gilded,  and  bore  in  djiinty  lettering  the  words,  "  God  so  loved  the 
world." 

"  Why,  it  has  a  slit  in  the  top,"  she  continued,  "and  it  jingles! 
What  is  it,  Nell?" 

"  I  call  it  my  *  world  of  gratitude,* "  answered  Mrs.  Mildmay, 
smiling.     "In  other  words,  it  is  my  thank-offering  box." 

"Thank-offering  for  what?" 

"For  any  special  help  or  unexpected  blessing  for  which  I  feel 
unusually  grateful." 

"  And  what  do  you  do  with  it, — the  money,  I  mean  ?  And  how 
often  do  you  put  it  in  ?    And  where  did  you  get  the  idea?" 

"Why,  Inez,"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Mildmay,  laughing,  "I  didn't 
expect  such  a  string  of  questions  about  such  an  everyday  affair  as 
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a  thank-offering  box, — at  least  not  from  you.  I  thought  you  were 
interested  in  missions,  and  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Woman's 
Board." 

"  So  I  am,  my  dear,  generally  speaking;  but  that  does  not  in- 
clude, in  my  case,  any  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  subject  of 
tliank-offerings.     So  tell  me  all  about  it." 

*'How  do  you  conduct  your  giving?"  asked  Helen. 

**  Strictly  on  principle,"  answered  Inez,  with  a  (Satisfied  air. 
"We  set  aside  a  tenth  of  our  income  for  that  purpose,  and  appor- 
tion it  as  seems  wisest.  I  give  twenty  dollars  a  year  to  our  auxili- 
ary. Then,  of  course,  we  have  our  annual  gift  to  the  American 
Board,  and  there  are  home  missions,  and  incidental  collections, 
and  so  forth.     There  are  calls  enough,  I'm  sure." 

"Isn't  it  delightful  ?"  asked  Mrs.  Mildmay. 

"  To  give  ?  Well,  no,  not  always.  It's  duty;  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced of  that.  But  duty  isn't  always  delightful,  you  know;  and 
I  must  confess  that  sometimes  that  tenth  looks  pretty  big,  espe- 
cially in  the  spring  and  fall,  when  I  think  of  the  clothes  we  all 
need.    Now  I  suppose  that  shocks  you." 

"O  no,"  said  Helen;  "but  I  think  I  know  a  more  excellent 
way,  into  which  my  little  globe  is  helping  to  lead  me." 

"Why,  don't  you  think  that  giving  is  a  duty,  and  that  we 
ought  to  do  it  on  principle,  and  from  a  certain  proportion  of  our 
income  ?  " 

"  *  Yes,'  to  all  those  questions,"  answered  Helen;  "but  I  also 
think  that  if  we  give  only  as  a  duty  we  are  on  a  somewhat  low 
plane,  and  are  missing  one  of  the  luxuries  of  the  Christian  life. 
We  ought  to  give  on  principle,  surely,  but  it  should  be  a  double- 
stranded  principle  of  duty  and  love.  And  in  setting  aside  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  my  income  for  giving,  I  do  not  want  to  bind 
myself  never  to  go  beyond  that.  Or,  if  I  absolutely  cannot  go 
further  than  that  amount,  I  want,  in  my  apportionment  of  it,  to 
leave  myself  a  margin  for  spontaneous  offerings,  which  shall  be 
the  expression  of  some  special  state  of  my  heart." 

"You  make  giving  rather  an  individual  and  personal  affair," 
remarked  Inez.  "I  had  always  looked  at  it  more  in  the  abstract, 
as  a  general  duty." 

"Are  not  the  love-offerings  between  parents  and  children  per- 
sonal affairs?"  asked  Helen.  "God  is  our  Father,  we  his  chil- 
dren. *What  shall  I  render  unto  my  God  for  all  his  benefits  unto 
me?'  What  can  I  render  but  a  thank-offering?  How  can  I  help 
but  love  to  render  it?  How  can  I  help  grieving  that  it  is  so 
small?  I  do  not  believe  in  balancing  gifts, — God's  gifts  to  us  in 
one  scale,  ours  to  him  in  the  other.     That  is  too  often  done,  at 
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loast  impliedly,  fi^cncrally  unconsciously,  I  suppose.  'Freely  you 
have  received  from  (lod,  therefore  freely  give  to  God/  is  common 
teaching;,  but  not  good  cxcf^csis  or  sound  doctrine,  to 'my  mind. 
That  command,  *  Freely  give,'  you  will  find  on  studying^  it,  has  as 
its  object  man,  not  Ood.  Give  to  your  needy  fellow-man  with  the 
bounteouKncKS  which  God  has  shown  to  you.  To  God  you  can 
give  only  a  chihrs  loving  *  Thank  you,'  which  may  find  its  tangible 
exprcHsion  in  the  free  giving  to  man.  That  I  delight  to  give,  Inez, 
for  each  fresh  mercy,  and  so  I  keep  tliis  little  box.  You  don't 
know,  if  yuu  haven*t  tried  it,  how  this  conscious  marking  off  and 
acknowledging  God's  special  favors  helps  to  keep  one  near  to  him. 
'  (iratitude  is  a  means  of  grace,'  it  has  been  said;  and,  indeed,  I  have 
found  it  so.  I  never  loved  God  so  much  as  I  have  since  I  had  this 
globe.  This  kind  of  giving  is  truly  a  luxury.  I  can  understand 
the  feeling  of  that  good  man — Spurgeon,  was  it? — who  said  that 
iirst  he  set  off  a  tenth  of  his  income  for  giving,  and  that  afforded 
liiui  so  much  pleasure  that  soon  ho  made  it  a  fifth;  and  he  found 
that  so  delightful  that  ho  thought  he  really  must  indulge  himself 
by  doubling  it  again." 

*'I  don't  think  many  of  us  Christians  arc  given  to  that  form  of 
self-indulgence,"  remarked  Inez,  dryly. 

"No;  more  is  the  pity,"  said  Helen.  "Too  many  of  us  gather 
our  mites  into  ^self-denial  bags/  instead  of  thank-offering  boxes." 

**What  is  the  objection  to  self-denial  bags?"  asked  Inez.  "I 
have  heard  of  those,  and  thought  them  rather  praiseworthy  ar- 
rangements, myself." 

"  My  objection  is  only  that  tliey  are  down  on  the  lower  plane," 
answered  Helen.  "What  father  wants  i)erpetual  repressions  and 
self-denials  instead  of  a  hearty,  joyous  *  Thank  you'  ?  We  should 
so  love  God  that  nothing  we  do  for  liira  is  a  self-denial,  but  it 
rather  should  bo  a  self-denial  not  to  do." 

"  That  is  a  higher  ideal  than  most  of  us  reach,"  said  Inez. 

"  Tes.  I  don't  pretend  to  have  reached  it  myself,  but  *  he  aims 
too  low  who  aims  beneath  the  stars.'  Why  not  place  before  our- 
selves that  ideal,  and  help  ourselves  toward  it  by  constantly  count- 
ing up  God's  mercies,  and  returning  thanks  for  them?  That  I  find 
more  profitable  and  j^leasant  than  to  dwell  down  among  my  own 
self-denials." 

There  was  a  pause;  then  Mrs.  Gray  said:  "Ton  have  done  me 
good,  Helen,  and  set  me  to  thinking.  Now,  one  more  thing:  will 
you  tell  me  what  are  the  mercies  which  you  acknowledge  by  your 
little  globe  here?" 

Helen  hesitated  a  moment;  then  she  rose  and  took  from  her 
desk,  beside  the  globe,  a  pretty  little  box.     "  I  shouldn't  feel  like 
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showing  this  to  many,  Inez,"  she  said,  "but  we  are  such  close 
friends,  and  I  do  so  want  to  help  you  up  into  this  happiness  of 
giving,  that  I  will  show  you.  You  will  respect  my  confidence. 
I  have  taken  up  the  habit  of  dropping  into  this  box  a  little  mem- 
orandum of  each  mercy  for  which  I  give  special  thanks.  It  fixes 
it  in  my  mind,  and  the  slips  make  profitable  reading  for  me.  You 
may  look  them  over  while  I  am  out  attending  to  the  dinner." 

"Thank  you  very  much,  dear  Helen,"  said  Inez.  "Just  one 
more  question  now.  What  do  you  do  with  the  money  you  gather 
so?  " 

"Oh,  there  are  a  thousand  things  to  do  with  it,"  exclaimed 
Helen,  "so  many  that  I  ache,  because  I  cannot  make  it  a  thousand 
times  more  than  it  is.  I  open  the  globe  once  a  year,  on  the  anni- 
versary of  my  Charlie's  birthday  into  heaven,  Inez," — ^her  voice 
faltered  a  little, — "and  I  divide  the  money.  The  dear  Woman's 
Board  always  has  its  share,  and  then  some  goes  for  Home  work; 
one  year  to  a  home  for  boys,  another  year  to  the  Fresh- Air  Fund; 
once  it  bought  some  crutches  for  a  little  lame  girl.  I  ask  the  Lord 
to  use  it  where  he  wants  it,  at  home  and  abroad." 

She  left  the  room,  and  Inez  turned  to  the  box  in  her  lap.  It 
contained  a  multitude  of  little  slips  of  paper,  each  recording  some 
cause  for  gratitude.  It  was  a  curious  and  various  collection.  Inez 
laughed  over  some,  and  over  others  her  eyes  moistened.  "  Because 
the  children  are  safely  over  the  measles ;"  "  Because  I  found  the 
ring  I  lost  last  week;"  "  Because  my  dear  daughter  Alice  has  this 
day  publicly  confessed  Christ;"  "  Because  I  had  a  good  letter  from 
mother;"  "  Because  my  neuralgia  is  better;"  "  Because  in  the  fire 
our  home  was  spared;"  "Because  I  have  a  pretty  new  dress;" 
"Because  my  Charlie  entered  into  glory  on  this  day  five  years 
ago."  And  soon,  through  many  slips,  Inez  read.  "Dear  heart, 
how  she  sees  the  Lord's  hand  in  everything,  great  and  small,"  she 
muse(i;  **  and  says  *  thank  you'  for  it  all!  She  is  right;  this  sort 
of  giving  must  be  not  only  a  luxury,  but  a  help  toward  God.  I  will 
try  it." 

And  Inez  tried  it.  Afterward  she  wrote  to  her  friend:  "  As  to 
the  duty  of  giving,  Helen,  which  did  at  one  time  seem  hard  and 
cold  to  me, — 

'  God  placed  a  duty  in  my  hand; 

Before  mine  eyes  could  see 
Its  rightful  form,  that  duty  seemed 

A  bitter  thing  to  me. 
The  Sun  of  Glory  rose  and  shone ; 

Then  duty  I  forgot, 
And  thought  with  what  a  privilege 

The  Lord  has  blessed  my  lot..' " 
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UFK  AND  LIGHT. 


WOMAN'S    BOAKl)   OF   MISSIONS 

Iterripta  from  AH*ju»t  IS  to  September  18,  1888. 
MI8S  Ei.LKN  < 'A icitiTTii,  Treasurer. 


MAINK. 

/M/ir/<>r.-rontr»l  <'oii}r.  Ch..  $1S  00 
Castiiie.  Di'si'it  raliii  Soi'"\,  :».">  00 
Maine  Uratich. —  Mih.  W.  S. 
Dana,  Trcan.  Sarrarappn, 
Aiix.,  .^:h:  KoiiiicbuiikpiM't, 
Aiix.,  $10.Tr);  Marliias,  Aiix.. 
t^H.OA;  MoiiHtii.  S  II II  H  hi  II  (> 
ituiul,  $18:  Yaniiiiiith,  MiuIh 
of  Proiuitir,  i^M:  MadiMiii, 
Anx..  85;  <trc'i'iivillis  Aiix., 
M*l'.  nil  W) 


Total, 


NEW    IIAMrKltlllK. 


$'J11  80 


Fmukiin.—CtiWiZ.Ch.ixinXSm'y.  $\0  00 
\eu'  Hutn^mhire /{rant'/i.  ■  .Miss 
A.  K.  Mrliitirc,  Tit-as.  A«'- 
wortli,  Aiix.,  prrv.  coiitri. 
const.  L.  M.  .>Ii8.  Kllrn  S. 
Lanipn>y,  $14;  Atkinsfiii, 
Floworsof  liopc,  piw.coiiti'i. 
const.  L.  .M'rt  Miss  Vesta  A. 
Smith,  Miss  Amy  F.  Shannon, 
$6.50,  Anx.,  $l.lr>0;  barring- 
ton,  Aux.,  $7.r>0;  Itristol, 
Anx.,  $1R;  Cciitro  Ilaihor, 
Anx.,  Slo.42;  (Ma  rein  out, 
Aux.,  of  \vh.  $25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  II.Kila  Mclh'ii  Kmcrson, 
$35.50;  l>«)vcr,  Anx.,  $(57; 
Exeter,  Anx.,  S41,19,  Mrs. 
Woodbridge  Odiiii,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Anna  ().  Harrell, 
$25;  Great  Falls,  Aux.,  $(J0; 
(Jreenflchl,  Aux.,  piev.contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Saiali  Holt, 
$18.25;  (ireenville,  $5;  IFainp- 
sreatl,  Aux.,  $14;  Hanover, 
Aux.,  $5^{.G0;  Harrisville, 
Marjrio  and  Majrgic,  40  cts. ; 
Hillsbovo  Bridge,  Aux.,  $15; 
llollis,  Aux.,  $32,  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Russell  in  inein.of  her  mother, 
Mis.  Nancy  C.  Hey  ward,  $10; 
Hopkintoii,  Aux.,  $10;  Hud- 
son, Aux.,  $12;  Kecne,  First 
(Ml.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  const. 
I..  M.  Mis.  Harriet  I.  lUick- 
luinster,  $40,  Second  (^onp:. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  SlO.nS;  Konsinp;- 
tou,  M.  ij.,  $7.50;  Kinjrston, 
Aux.,  $10;  Manchester,  Han- 
«»v«T  St.  (Ml.,  Aux..  .'$54,  Wal- 
lace Circhs  $1<;.  Franklin  St. 
(Ml.,  Aux.,. $84,  Earnost,  Work- 
ers. $33;  Lisbon,  Aux..  $11 ; 
Mason,  Aux.,  s7.r)0:  .MarH)()i(), 
Anx.,  .S27;  Mcri<leii,  Aux., 
5=1.'). 50:  Mt.  Vernon,  Aux.,  of 
u'Ij.   ^25    const.   L.    M.    Mrs. 


Nancy  A.  Stinson,  S36,  Bads 
of  l*roiniso,|irev.  coutri,  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Alien  F.  Hmce, 
$12.14;  Nashua,  Aux.,  $178.66, 
TaUmt  M.  C,  $17JS0,  Mite 
Circle,  $20;  New  lioston.Aiix., 
$20;  Orfurd,  lieacon  LitrlitA, 
SIO;  IVterboro,  Aux.,  $20.83; 
riaistow  and  North  Haver- 
hill, Aux.,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Adeline  J.  Messer,  $25;  Ports- 
mouth, Anx.,  $80.50;  Salem, 
Aux.,  $12.75;  Seabrook,  Aux., 
iirev.  coiitri.  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  John  Hntclielder,  $16; 
South  Newmarket,  Aux., 
$15,  Junior,  Aux.,  prev. 
contri.  count.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Lizzie  L.  Pillsbury,  $10; 
Taiuworth,  Anx.,  $6;  Temple, 
Aux..  lylO;  Laurels,  $18;  Til- 
ton,  Curtice  M.  C,  $26;  Wil- 
ton, Aux.,  $21.35;  Wolfl>oro, 
Aux.,  $17.59,  Newell  Circle, 
$5,  $1,354  3t 


Total, 


LEGACIES. 


$1,364  31 


Xetr  Ilammhire  lii'anch.—Mrs, 
Kliza  M.  Youn^,  Hanover, 
$100;  Mis.  Fdw.  Spalding^, 
Nashua,   $50,  $150  00 


VERMONT. 

IVfifit  rown8liend.-"A.  L.  B.,'»  $2  00 
Vermont  li ranch.— TAr^.  T.  M. 
Howard,  TreaH.  East  Arlinp:- 
toii,  Anx..  $3;  Hakersflehl, 
Aux., $7 ;  Hartfm,  Aux.,$14^t ; 
Barton  Landing:  and  Krown- 
in<rtoii,  Aux.,  $26.60;  Bellows 
Falls,  Aux.,  $14 ;  Mt.  Kilburn, 
M.  ('.,$30;  Ilenninpcton,  Aux., 
$30;  East  Berkshire,  Aux., 
iirev.  contri.  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Marion  Forsyth,  $17.50; 
Brandon,  Aux.,  $16;  West 
Brattleboro,  pre  v.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Rebecca  C. 
Clarke,  $13.38;  Brookfleld, 
First  Ch.,  prev.  contri.  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  H.  ,T.  Rood,  Mrs. 
Maria  Battles,  $25.80,  Second 
(Ml.,  $20,  Evergreens,  $5; 
Fiast  Burke,  Aux.,  $10;  Bur- 
liiiuiton,  Aux.,  $37;  Cabot, 
Aux.,  $13;  Castleton,  Aux., 
$8.50;  Charlotte,  Aux.,  $16. 
Little  Women  by  the  Lake. 
.$8;  Chester,  Aux.,  $14;  Corn- 
wall,  Aux.,  $20.32;  Coventry, 


RECEIPTS, 
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Aux.,  $13.25;  North  Crafts- 
bury,  Aux.,  of  wli.  $5  by  Mrs. 
Fraser,  S22;  Danville,  Aux., 
of  wh.  S25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Walter  Davis,  $32 ;  Duunners- 
ton,  Aux.,  $1G.C0;  Enosburg, 
Y.  r.  M.  C,  $14;  Essex  Cen- 
tre, Aux.,  $10;  B'airhaven, 
Aux.,  $5.04;  Georgia,  Aux., 
$15.50;  Greensboro,  Aux., 
$21.40;  Guildhall,  Aux.,  $8.50; 
East  Hardwick,  Aux.,  $16.15; 
Jericho,  Aux.,  $8;  Kirby, 
Aux.,  $3.50;  Lyndon,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Henry 
Chase,  $25,  Buds  of  Promise^ 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Florence  Chase,  $11; 
Lyndonville,  Aux.,  $29.70, 
M.  C,  $8.30;  Manchester, 
Aux.,  $41.30,  Miss'y  Workers, 
$25:  Mclndoes,  Aux.,  $20.25; 
Middletown  Springs,  Aux., 
$5.50;  Milton,  Aux.,  $8; 
Montpelier,  Bethany  Ch., 
Aux.,  $41.50,  Busy  Bees, 
$8.55;  Montgomery,  Aux., 
$2;  Morrisville,  Aux.,  $11; 
Newbury,  Aux.,  $56. 22, 
Beacon  Lights,  $38.25,  S.  S., 
$11.56:  Newport,  Aux.,  $24; 
Northtield,  Aux.,  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Laura  M.Hazen,$25; 
North  Troy,  Aux.,  $10;  Nor- 
wich, Aux.,  $24;  Orange, 
Aux.,  $4;  Peachara,  Aux., 
$15.50;  Pittsford,  Aux.,  $72; 
Post  Mills,  Aux.,  $19;  East 
I*oultney,  Aux.,  $10.64;  Ran- 
dolph, Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cas- 
well, $20,  S.  S.,  $10;  Rich- 
mond, Aux.,  $31 ;  Rochester, 
Aux.,  $20;  Rovalton,  Aux., 
.§10.50;  Rupert,  Aux.,  $25; 
Rutland,  Aux.,  $5  by  A 
Friend,  $130;  Salisbury, 
Aux.,  $560;  Saxton's  River, 
Merry  Kills.  $6;  Sharon, 
Aux.,  $17.20;  South  Hero, 
Aux.,  $37;  Springfield,  Splin- 
ters of  the  Board,  $2;  St. 
Albans,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $5  by 
Miss  Smith,  in  mem.  of  her 
motlier,  $50;  East  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Aux.,  $9;  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Soutli  Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  Henry  Fairbanks,  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Henry  Ross,  $61, 
North  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $50 
by  Mrs.  Horace  Fairbanks, 
const.  L.  M's  Miss  Louisa  (t. 
Bartletr,  Miss  Marion  H. 
Lamson,  $25  by  Miss  Harriet 
Baxter,  const,  self.  L.  M. 
$113;  Stowe,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  W.  H. 
H.  Bingham,  $43.56;  Swan- 
ton,  Aux.,  $31.75;  Vergennes, 
Aux.,  $32;  Waterbury,  Aux., 


$19.50;  Wethersfleld,  Aux., 
$7.79;  Westminister,  Aux., 
$5,  M.  C,  $10;  Williston, 
Aux.,  $18;  Wilmington,  Aux., 
$11.75;  Windham,  Aux.,  $15; 
Woodstock,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $35 
thank-off.,  $52.15,  Wide- 
Awake8,$8.    Ex.,  $5.75,       $1,878  87 


58  00 


41  25 


Total,         $1,880  87 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Attlcboro.—A  Friend,  $10  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— M.r8.  C.  E. 
West,Treas.  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
$17.96;  Housatonic,  Aux., 
$16.20;  Lee,  Senior  Aux., 
$265.80;  South  Egremont, 
Buds  of  Promise,  $36.60; 
Stockbridge,  A  Friend,  $5; 
Pittsfield,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$5.30,  345  86 

Essex  North  Branch.—  Mrs. 
A.  Hammond,  Treas.  West 
Boxford,  Aux.,  $20;  West 
Newbuiy,  First  Parish,  Aux., 
$13;  Ipswich,  Linebrook 
Cong.  Ch.,   $25, 

Franklin  Co.  Brancfi.— Miss  L." 
A.  Sparhawk,  Treas.  Ber- 
nardstou,  Aux.,  $10;  Orange, 
Aux.,    $17.67,    Junior    Aux., 

$ii5.Do, 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
T.  G.  Clarke,  Treas.  West- 
hampton,  Aux.,$80;  Lanmau, 
M.  C,  $33;  Northampton, 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Ladd,  const.  L. 
M.   Mrs.  C.  S.  Clark,  $25,        138  00 

Lawrence.— Miss  Phebe  A. 
Mills,  20  00 

Middlesex  Union  Conf.  Asso.— 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Dunstable,    Aux.,  26  50 

Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs.  M.  W. 
Warren,  Treas.  Southville, 
Aux.,  10  50 

North  Leominster.— Cowg.  Ch., 
coll'n,  8  16 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Hali- 
fax, Aux.,  $8;  Hinghara, 
Light-Bearers,  $6:  South 
Braiutree,Aux.,$5  ;Braintree, 
Aux.,  $5.75;  Eastou,  Aux., 
$19.75,  44  50 

Old  Colony  Branch.— Miss  F. 
J.  Runnels,  Treas.  Attleboro, 
Boys'  Brnnch  of  Lenses,  10  00 

Springfield  Branch.— Miss  H. 
T.  B  u  c  k  i  n  g  h  a  m ,  Treas. 
Chicopee,  Third  Ch.,  Aux., 
$12;  Longmeadow,  Ladies' 
Ben.  Soc'y,  $29.25;  Spring- 
field, HoptJ  Ch.,  Aux.,  $26; 
Holyoke,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
$.30,75,  97  00 

Suffolk  Branch.— M\ss  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Dedham,  Asy- 
lum Dime  Soc'y,  $1.60;  Rox- 
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LIFE  AXI)  LIOHT. 


bury,  Eliot  Ch.,  Anx..  of  wh. 
('^'t'liy  Mrn.  A.  i\  TtioiiipHoii. 
<'onsi*  \..  M.  MiK.  l-'.iiiiii.i  I.. 
Tlioiii.iH.  SlK'i.-in:  \V:i  tort  own, 
Aux.,  $•-'.•>,  *14'J  0«i 

WorvrMrr  Co.  Itrtinvh.  Mrs. 
('.  A.  Liii('«»lii,Tri*ai».  Spoiu-iT, 
Aux.,  Sl.'iTi:  WrKtbont,  Aux.. 
$30;  n  in  ton.  Aux.,  'j:i.TU; 
I'liarltoii,  Aux.,  $in;  I.roni- 
inntiT,  Aux..  ¥:u>.10;  II:inl- 
yvU'k,  Aux.,  C^riS;  IMarkstouc, 
Aux.,   91H,  '2M  M 

Ti)l:»l,        «tl,2r>2  47 

Itiioiti-:  isi.ANi*. 

Ilhoile  Infand  /*rc»wr/j.- -  Miss 
A.  T.  Wliito,  Tri'as.  J'rovi- 
ilont'O.  rilpriui  Ch.,  Aux., 
$()(;.r>(i;  Kasl  l'rovltlru«M', 
Aux.,  $:27.r>0;  Harrington, 
Aux.,  $r>l):  Itristol,  Aux.. 
$'J0;   Klvoruiilo,  Aux..  ?10,    $174  Ot; 


Total, 


8174  OC 


«oNNi:rri«'rT. 

JVillima  title.  Mrs.  K.  (J. 
luvirni'd,  ?.'J  00 

Hartford  llronch.  Mrs.  ft.  K. 
i<h(>pli4>nl,  Tri'iis.  Bristol. 
Aux.,  const.  1..  y\.  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Nowoll,  S'i'i;  IJurn- 
8i(i(\  I^nip:  llill  M.  ('.,  $7; 
GlaHtonhury,Y.L.  M.C.SKM); 
SiniBbury,  Aux.,$r)r);  Sufflehl, 
Aux.,  M.ii.');  roquonnock, 
Cheerful  (Jivers,  8;«),  Willinj; 
Workers.  $32;  rni(mville, 
Aux.,  $*J7.8<;;  Wethersneld, 
Westward  M.  (\,  S'JO;  Vernon 
Centre,  Aux.,  SI  1,  31)2  21 

Eastern  Conn.  ///v/« <•/*.— Miss 
M.  I.  l^oekw«>o(l,  Treas. 
Chaplin,  Happy  Workers, 
$43;  Norwich,  I'ark  Ch., 
Aux.,  Thank-ofF.,  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Margaret  II.  Keep, 
$25,  Mrs.  Anna  E.  IMerce, 
$100;  New  London,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  $37.12,  205  12 


Total,  $600  33 

NEW  YORK. 

Xeir  York  State  Branch.— ^liss 
C.  A.  Ilohnes,  Treas.  Ant- 
werp, Aux.,  $25;  Aquebojiue, 
Aux.,  $14;  Bristol  ('entre, 
Aux.,  $20;  Brooklyn,  Lewis 
Ave.  Aux.,  $13.40,  E.  Ch., 
Cheerful  (livers,  $30,  Turitan 
M.  B.,$4;  BinKlianiton,  Aux., 
S14;  (•anibridcc,  Aux.,  $5; 
Columbus,  Laaies,  $3 ;  Frank- 
lin, Aux.,  $.%;  Harford,  Aux., 
?^10;  Hamilton,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  prev.  contri.  const.  L. 
V.  Mrs.  Emily  Manu,  $W.50\ 


Hoincr,  Aux.,  $90;  James- 
town, M.  C.t  $23.15;  Java 
V  illaRC,  lien.  Soc*v,  $6:  Lock- 
port,  Aux.,  $18;  Little  Valley. 
Aux.,  $6.40;  Morriatowna 
Aux.,  $21;  North  Walton, 
Aux..  $21 ;  Otto,  Ladleii,  6.78: 
Oxford.  Little  Women. $10.25; 
Rochester,  Flymouto  Ch., 
Aux.,  $25;  Sherburne,  Aux., 
$75;  WatthauiB  HiUe,  Aux., 
$10,  $45i  43 


Total, 

PKNN8YLVAMIA. 


$45143 


Guu*s  MUls.-^CouB.  Ch.,  L.  H. 
.^f.  S.,  $5  CO 


Total, 


$5  00 


rillLADKLPIlIA  DBA2fOH. 

M iss  K.  Flavdl,  Treas.  If.  J., 
Itound  Hrook,  Aux.,  $20; 
Kast  Oraufxe,  Trinity  Ch.,  Y. 
L.  M.  S.,  $10,  Hovs*  Br.  M.  C, 
$15,  Grove  St.  Ch.,  Proctor 
M.  C.,  $60:  Plainfield,  Aux., 
$20;  Westfield,  S.  S.,  $36.65; 
Montclair,  Anx.,  $67.25; 
Oraiifi^e  Valley,  Aux.,  $160; 
Md.t  Baltimore,  Anx.,  $29, 
Y.  1».  M.  C,  $10;  D.C.,  Wash- 
in  i^ton,  Aux.,  $43.95,  First 
(Ml.,  Monday  M.  C,  $131.25; 
J  a.,  Herndon,  Aux.,  $10,       $502  10 


Total, 

TENNESSEE. 


$592  10 


Lepcae.y  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Bailey, 
Knoxvillc,  $111  00 

WISCONSIN. 

liipon.—yin.  E.  F.  Chandler,     $10  00 

Total,  $10  00 

CANADA. 

Canadian  Conf;.  W.  B.  M.,         $570  00 

Total,  $570  00 

BELGIUM. 

Antwerp. —A  Friend,  $12  50 

Total,  $12  50 

TURKEY. 

^wij/rna.— American  Women,      $4  40 


Total, 

$4  40 

General  Funds, 

$7,132  27 

Leaflets, 

30  44 

Legacy, 

261  00 

Total, 


$7,423  71 


Miss  HA9BXET  W.  May, 

Ass*tXreaa» 


INDIA. 
Maduba,  Masdba  District,  Sodtb  India, 

July  27,  1888. 
More  tlian  a  year  has  passed  since  my  pleasant  visit  in  Cliic^o, 
and  liow  many  curious  eiiperienoee  liave  come  to  me  since  then. 
I  am  well  uon,  aud  very  happy.  I  have  not  acquired  the  Hngaa^e, 
as  yet,  hut  am  enjoying  the  study  very  much.  Natives  who  teach 
us  are  called  munshis.  My  munshi  is  named  Moses,  and  is  one  of 
the  teachers  in  Eev.  Mr,  Washburn's  Theological  Seminary,  at 
Pasnmalai,  three  miles  from  Madura.  I  drive  out  to  Fasumalai 
eaob  morning  at  T  o'clock,  reaching  t)iere  in  half  an  hour,  nhen  I 
study  vrith  Moses  uutil  9.30.  By  10.30 1  am  at  homo  ^ain.  How 
J  would  lovQ  to  send  you  slcetches  of  what  I  see  as  I  drive  alonj;. 
Slioitly  after  leaving  ou 
looms;  whicli  consist  o 
cloth  is  to  he,  and  tw< 
put  into  the  ground  a 
the  cloth  to  be  made- 
back  and  forth,  i 


r  bungalow  I  come  into  the  midst  of  w 
f  two  sticks  as  far  apart  as  the  width  of  the 
□  other  sticks  tlie  same  distance  apart,  and 
.E  far  from  the  first  sticks  as  the  length  of 
Around  these  four  sticks  the  weaver  goes 
ing  his  shuttle  of  thi'eads,  sometimes  very 
fine,  either  silk,  cotton,  or  gold,  white  or  bright  colors  ;  then  he 
has  a  long  sort  of  a  shorC-tootbed  comb,  by  means  of  which,  in  a 
curious  way,  he  weaves  in  the  cross  threads,  and  brings  out  beauti- 
ful pieces  of  cloth  which  are  used  for  nativo  apparel.  The  streets 
are  thronged  with  naked,  dirty  childi'en,  some  of  whom  impu- 
dently throw  stones  and  mud  at  me  as  I  go  by;  others  touch  the 
forehead  with  their  dirty  little  hands,  and,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom, greet  me  with  a  salaam.  Mud  huts  with  thatched  roofs  are 
huddled  close  together  along  eitbei-  side  of  the  street,  and  as  I 
pass  early  in  the  morning  I  usually  see  the  women  doing  the  day's 
£riuding  of  curry  stuSs.  The  various  seeds,  and  herbs,  and  spices 
are  put  into  a  hollow  stone,  and  with  thick  poles  are  ground  to 
powder.  They  manipulate  the  pole  in  a  very  graceful  manner,  as 
if  they  had  been  trained  to  it  by  the  rhythm  of  American  music. 
The  streets  are  narrow  and  stuffy,  the  foul  odors  being  almost  nn- 
breathable.  But  soon  I  am  outside  the  city  on  a  clean,  pleasant 
road  boi-dered  by  tulip-trees  and  an  occasion^  clump  of  palm-trees. 
(438) 
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IltTo,  t(ii),  ant  iriiriouH  sightK.  A  littU)  way  out  and  off  to  the  right 
is  a  larj^it  iiiia<;('  of  a  Iiorst;  made  (if  whito  plaster;  near  it  a  little 
wliitu  tciiiplo.  Oil  fiNiKt  days  tliis  liorse  is  decorated  with  festoons 
iif  tUiwerM,  aiitl  in  and  bcfure  tlic  t^'inple  are  kept  burning  lights, 
day  and  ni«;lit.  TIkihu  littlu  white  oxeu  wo  see  coming,  so  covered 
with  twif^H  anti  loaves  that  you  can  see  nt)thing  but  head  and  feet, 
are  sacred  oxen  of  the  {;reat  temple  in  Madura,  and  tlie  leaves  are 
food  for  the  sacred  elephants  which  are  kept  in  the  temple.  These 
leaves  are  gathered  from  outside  the  city.  fi*esh  each  morning,  and 
do  really  appear,  as  they  come  in  tied  to  these  little  oxen,  as  ''trees 
walking."  There  ctime  a  string  of  loads  of  grass  with  feet.  They 
are  the  gnws-women,  who  carry  their  property  on  their  heads,  and 
t;ike  it  to  Madura  to  be  sold.  I  meet  these  women  as  I  retuni, 
coming  back  with  a  small  bundle  of  rice  dune  up  in  a  rag,  on  their 
heads, —  probably  their  day's  food.  The  thought  came  to  me  as  I 
was  driving  along,  Why  might  I  not  have  some  influence  toward 
bringing  these  women  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ?  So  I  pray  for 
them  as  I  pass  them,  and  occasionally  one  of  them  will  smile  at 
me  or  salaam.  This  is  like  ^ Agoing  into  the  highways  and  hedges." 
Numerous  flocks  of  skinny  goats  and  sheep  are  grazing  on  the 
meagre  tufts  of  grass  which  try  to  grow  along  the  edges  of  this 
country  road.  A  herd  of  bulTalo,  curious,  dark-skinned,  maltese- 
cat  colored,  lumbering  creatures,  with  long  horns  turned  back,  so 
that  they  give  them  an  expression  similar  to  elderly  ladies  with 
curls,  who  move  along  very  slowly  and  carry  their  heads  very  low, 
occasionally  cross  my  path,  and  it  is  like  the  children  of  Israel 
crossing  the  Red  Sea  to  drive  through  their  midst.  The  scenery 
is  grand;  open  country  with  a  low  range  of  hills  in  the  distance, 
which  look  blue  against  the  hazy  sky.  The  hills  near  at  hand  are 
red,  brick-dtist  color,  as  is  most  of  the  soil  here.  The  early  morn- 
ing air  is  cool  and  pure  on  this  country  road,  and  I  enjoy  filling 
my  lungs  for  the  day.  I  am  sailing  along  prosperously  in  Tamil 
now,  and  I  hope  by  this  time  next  year  to  send  you  a  little  report 
of  really  true  missionary  work  done.  Remember  me  kindly  to  all 
at  the  Kooms.  Cabbie  S.  Bell. 

—  -^^fc 

CHINA. 
APPEAL  FOR  HELPERS. 

FBOM   MKS.    BKACn. 

TuNG-CHO,  June  8,  1888. 
You  may  remember  that  I  wrote  a  month  or  two  ago,  urging 
some  one  to  come  to  our  help  in  Tung-cho.    At  our  annual  meet- 
inor,  just  passed,  Miss  Miner  was  located  here  as  soon  as  some  one 
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can  take  up  her  work  at  Pao-ting-f u ;  the  reasons  being  that  she 
was  originally  designated  to  Tung-cho,  and  has  special  qualifica- 
tions for  teaching  in  the  boys*  High  School  as  well  as  for  woman's 
work.  Consequently  the  special  appeal  I  sent  for  Tung-cho  is  not 
now  necessary,  but  the  need  of  other  fields  is  just  as  great  as 
before. 

We  have  called  for  ^v%  young  ladies  to  come  out  to  North 
China  this  fall,  and  we  need  them  very  much.  Miss  Miner  cannot 
come  to  the  work  here,  which  needs  her  so  much,  until  some  one 
comes  to  take  her  place  in  Pao-ting-fu,  and  has  learned  enough  of 
the  language  to  be  of  use  there.  We  hope  earnestly,  therefore, 
for  reinforcements  this  fall. 

The  need  is  the  same  everywhere,  the  difference  being  chiefly 
in  the  stage  of  development  in  the  work.  The  frame  of  mind  that 
will  secure  the  greatest  contentment  is  a  readiness  to  go  just  where 
most  needed :  whether  to  go  to  Lin  Ching,  buried  in  the  Chinese 
city  which  is  an  entirely  new  and  untried  field;  or  to  Kalgan, 
under  the  shadow  of  the  great  wall;  or  to  Peking,  where  there  is 
the  stimulus  and  relaxation  of  foreign  society. 

Mrs.  Sheffield  has  just  left  for  the  hills  with  her  three  little 
girls,  who  droop  quickly  in  the  heat.  We  stay  on  here  until  Sep- 
tember, being  quite  weather-proof.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Ingram,  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winchester  and  Mrs.  Pierson  and  family,  of  Pao- 
ting-fu,  will  also  spend  the  summer  here.  Miss  Evans  and  Miss 
Miner  will  be  here  a  part  of  the  time. 

[Note.— For  further  particulars  of  the  Pao-ting-fu  fleUl,  to  which  Miss 
Miner  is  called,  and  for  which  one  of  the  five  young  ladies  is  wanted,  sec 
July  number.— Ed.] 

«♦> 


JAPAN. 
A   SPRING    TOUR. 

BY  MISS  DUDLEY. 

Wr  are  on  the  mountains  once  more.  It  is  good  to  be  here, 
though  nearly  a  week  of  rain  before  we  are  settled  has  been  rather 
trying.     I  am  superintending  the  putting  up  of  tents. 

I  was  off  two  months  on  my  spring  tour.  Went  over  the  same 
ground  as  the  last  two  years,  except  that  I  did  not  go  to  Rochi.  I 
spent  more  time  in  Matsuyama,  where  a  girls'  school  is  started, 
and  where  missionary  help  is  much  needed.  We  are  calling 
loudly  for  one  family  and  one  lady  for  this  place.  A  million  and 
a  half  of  people  and  a  clear  field  as  to  foreign  help,  except  for  the 
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toiii'iii[;  which  Mr.  Atkinson  and  I  put  in  once  or  twice  a  year. 
Tlie  work,  you  know,  in  some  of  our  best;  four  chuixhes,  and 
another  to  be  8oon  oi-<;anize(I,  and  many  devoted  Christians,  makes 
it  a  delightful  fleUl.  Oh,  how  1  \o\\^  to  i;o !  But  the  school — this 
*'  annex  '* — Ikis  my  heart.  We  are  realizing;  the  benefits  this  year 
as  never  before.  1  had  one  of  the  best  women  with  me,  and  she 
was  such  a  comfort  and  help!  8he  has  a  gift  for  addressing 
audiences.  She  is  self-poised,  clear,  and  almost  eloquent,  and 
moves  women  as  no  otliers  have.  We  spoke  in  three  places  before 
the  students  of  the  High  Scliools,  speaking  in  all,  I  think,  to  eight 
hundred  young  people.  This  is  **a  new  thing  under  the  sun." 
I  must  not  take  time  to  write  more.  1  want  you  should  know  how 
happy  and  hopeful  1  am  about  this  school. 

<»> 


KIOTO  SCHOOL.— MISS  M.  E.  WAINWRIGHT. 

lIo(iENJi,  Hakoni,  August  16,  1888. 
The  past  year  has  been  a  very  pleasant,  though  very  busy  one. 
The  school  closed  a  year  ajjo  this  last  s]>ring  with  eighty  scholai*s, 
and  through  the  summer  we  had  a  new  school-building  built;  but 
the  first  day  of  the  fall  term  it  was  too  small,  as  a  hundred  and 
forty  came.  Our  average  for  the  year  was  a  hundred  and  fifty, 
about  seventy-five  (»f  them  boarders.  Since  January  1st  some 
thirty  girls  have  given  themselves  to  Jesus,  and  a  great  many 
others,  I  am  sure,  are  thinking  about  it.  My  principal  work  has 
been  with  music,  but  I  had  a  class  in  foreign  sewing  and  knittin|^, 
each  nieotinjj:  once  a  week  for  two  hours.  And  since  the  Ist  of 
January  I  have  been  housekeeper,  and  have  found  it  a  great  help 
to  me  in  learning  the  language,  as  I  am  obliged  to  talk  and  under- 
stand. School  closed  June  2Sth;  five  girls  graduated  in  Japanese 
and  English,  and  one  in  English,  having  graduated  in  Japanese 
some  time  ajro.  On  the  10th  of  July,  Miss  Hooper,  our  principal, 
was  married  to  Dr.  Davis,  h?aving  Miss  White  and  me  alone.  On 
the  12th  I  started  on  an  overland  trip  of  three  hundred  miles, 
with  one  of  the  tjirls.  It  was  a  very  interesting  trip,  though  a 
very  hard  one.  I  <rot  an  insight  into  the  ways  of  the  people  that  I 
could  not  have  gotten  in  any  other  way,  and  I  passed  through 
some  beautiful  country.  I  lived  on  Japanese  food  and  slept  Jap- 
anese fashion;  but  after  a  week  and  a  half  of  it  I  was  glad  to  get 
back  to  my  own  ways.  I  am  spending  the  summer  with  some 
Canadian  Methodist  young  ladies  who  came  over  on  the  steamer 
with  me,  and  I  am  having  a  very  pleasant  and  restful  summer. 
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WESTERN   TURKEY. 
BROOSA.— MISS  CLARA  D.  LAWRENCE. 

We  were  very  busy  the  last  weeks  of  school  with  company, 
Miss  Jillson's  wedding,  and  getting  ready  for  closing  exercises; 
but  then,  who  is  not  busy?  and  will  there  ever  come  a  time  when 
we  shall  not  be  ?  I  very  much  doubt  it.  Just  now  I  am  having  a 
very  delightful  and  restful  time  with  Miss  Cull  here  in  Broosa;  but 
I  find  the  time  only  too  short  for  what  I  want  to  do,  and  the  days 
are  slipping  away  all  too  quickly.  Broosa  is  a  lovely  place,  and 
just  now  delightfully  quiet,  as  we  have  the  school  quite  to  our- 
selves. There  are  most  charming  walks  all  about,  and  such  green- 
ness and  abundance  of  trees  as  I  have  not  been  accustomed  to  in 
Smyrna  and  vicinity;  certainly  not  to  so  much  freshness  of  verd- 
ure in  the  middle  of  summer.  It  is  owing  to  the  great  abundance 
of  water  here,  and  the  heat  is  not  so  great,  also,  as  in  and  about 
Smyrna.  The  last  week  before  I  left  Smyrna  the  heat  was  greater 
than  I  ever  knew  it  before;  it  was  almost  insupportable  for  nine 
days,  just  at  the  time  that  the  cold  wave  was  passing  along  the 
Atlantic  coast.  We  have  very  much  to  talk  about,  and  so  we 
cannot  be  lonely,  though  we  have  been  quite  left  to  ourselves. 
Miss  Wells  is  in  Marsovan,  and  Mr.  Crawford  and  children  away 
at  the  seaside.  The  latter  are  to  return  to-day.  Doubtless  you 
know  that  Miss  Lord,  who  for  two  years  has  been  principal  of 
our  school  in  Smyrna,  has  returned  to  America  this  summer,  so 
that  I  shall  have  more  responsibility  than  ever  during  the  coming 
year.  Miss  McCallum  and  I  will  share  the  cares.  I  look  forward 
with  some  dread,  but  also  with  the  confidence  that  strength  will 
be  provided  according  to  our  need.  Miss  Jillson  we  have  lost,  also, 
but  in  her  place  we  have  Mrs.  McNaughton,  who  is  to  live  in  the 
Bowen  house,  which  is  connected  on  both  floors  with  the  school, 
and  has  thus  far  belonged  to  us  American  teachers;  so  she  will  be 
ready  to  help  us  as  far  as  possible.  We  hope  also  to  have  a  new 
teacher  from  America,  but  have  heard  nothing  definite  as  yet.  Dr. 
Constantine  also  left  for  a  visit  home ;  a  much-needed  change,  which 
Mrs.  Constantine  was  anticipating  with  much  pleasure,  when  she 
was  called  so  suddenly  to  a  higher  and  better  home,  from  which 
there  is  no  return,  and  Dr.  Constantine  was  left  to  visit  his  children 
and  friends  alone.  We  feel  his  absence  from  Smyrna  very  much ;  but 
very  likely  it  may  be  no  loss  in  the  end,  as  the  young  men  who 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  to  him  for  everything  will  be  thrown 
more  on  their  own  resources,  and  so  will  develop  more  independ- 
ence and  self-reliance.  The  length  of  his  absence  is  uncertain,  de- 
pending chiefly  on  the  needs  of  the  work. 

During  the  school  year  just  closed,  Smyrna  was  very  quiet,  and 
we  went  on  our  way  in  comparative  peace  and  safety  again.  It  is 
true  that  we  can  hardly  step  out  of  the  house  without  being  hooted 
at  by  children,  and  even  grown  people,  but  that  is  a  harmless  kind 
of  annoyance  to  which  one  at  length  becomes  accustomed.  Natu- 
rally we  mind  that  sort  of  thing  much  less  than  our  native 
brothers  and  sisters,  for  we  are  foreigners,  and  do  not  expect  any- 
thing else,  while  for  them  it  comes  from  their  own  people,  and  in 
a  form  much  more  stinging.  Yet  they  bear  it  well, — marvelously 
well,  I  think.  The  hall  on  the  quay,  which  had  been  the  cause  of 
all  the  contention,  was  finally  given  up,  with  many  regrets,  in  the 
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middle  of  April.  There  is  no  veiy  special  interest  in  Smyrna  Just 
at  present,  and  it  ikm^uth  to  me  that  you  mif;Iit  be  more  interested 
to  licar  Ktinietliin);  about  ManiKa,  where  your  interasts  were  so  long 
centred,  and  for  whicli  ho  many  prayers  were  offered.  The  little 
churoh  there  lias  bad  its  full  sbai-e  of  opposition  the  last  two  years, 
— the  movement  which  originated  in  Smyrna  inchiding  Alanisa  and 
most  of  our  out-stations  witliin  the  circle  of  its  disturbance.  For 
several  years  the  church  in  Manisa  liad  known  little  of  either  op- 
position or  i>roKi'i'R>*.'>*<>m  without,  its  exist-once  apparently  exciting 
neither  nppreliension  nor  di8a])proval  in  the  community.  The 
small  bo<ly  of  men  bt  loufrin};  to  it  were  reeopiized  by  their  neigh- 
bors as  honest  and  caniest  men,  liaving  malice  toward  none,  but 
good  will  tt>ward  all;  and  as  such  they  were  respected,  and  allowed 
to  follow  their  own  Av:iy  in  peace.  Some  members  of  the  church 
were  subjected  to  much  annoyance  and  some  losses  by  the  edict, 
but  after  the  llrst  fewnumths  the  first  severity  passed.  All  but 
the  Protestant  children  were  removed  from  the  school  (the  day 
school  which  we  left,  taught  by  Kyria  Klio,  one  of  our  pupils),  and 
the  school  remains  in  that  condition  to  the  present  time. 


-«♦>- 


CENTRAL  TURKEY. 
WOMAN'S  WOllK  IX  THE  MARASII  DISTRICT. 

TiiK  calamities  of  lire  and  famine,  sent  upon  our  field  during 
the  past  year,  have  given  peculiar  opportunities  to  our  workei-s  to 
get  near  the  people  for  whom  they  h\bor;  and  wliile  work  has  been 
opened  in  but  one  new  place,  we  feel  that  through  these  special 
opportunities  many  new  hearts  have  been  reached. 

In  Dkkk  Kkoxy  there  is  more  hopeful  progress  than  before. 
School  has  increased  from  eight  an(f  nine  pupils  to  seventeen. 
Formerly,  as  soon  as  the  teacher  began  to  interest  two  or  three 
Armenian  children,  the  priest" would  open  a  school  and  draw  them 
away,  but  now  ho  sends  his  own  son  to  receive  instruction.  Ala- 
riam,  who  has  been  teaching  in  this,  her  own  village,  is  soon  to  be 
married.  She  writes  of  the  poverty — no,  we  cannot  say  poverty, 
for  they  arc  always  jxxn*,  but  actual  hunger  of  her  pupils.  She 
divides  her  own  lunch,  but  is  puzzled  to  know  how  to  apportion 
it,  there  are  so  many  hungry  ones. 

In  Fund  A  J  AK  the  teacher  is  Hatoon,  the  daughter  of  the 
preacher.  The  numbers  gained  List  year  have  not  diminished,  but 
continue  twenty-six  or  seven.  Last  year  when  the  school  was  vis- 
ted  the  children  had  no  superfluous  clothing;  but  this  year  it  is 
truly  pitiful  to  see  the  bare  limbs  which  were  plump  then,  now 
almost  literally  skin  and  bones.  Poor  children!  if  fortunate 
enough  to  have  bread,  it  is  often  made  from  flour  and  water,  with- 
out salt.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  teacher  and  her  mother,  tliei*e 
is  anew  and  refreshing  interest  among  the  women  of  this  village. 
Instead  of  the  disheartening  indifference  shown  before,  they  are 
eager  to  attend  the  i)rayer-mcetings.  One  very  r.ainy  day — and 
Fundajnk  is  famous  for  its  heavy  rains — the  preacher  hesitated 
before  rinj^ing  the  bell  for  the  women's  meetings,  thinking  that  no 
one  would  come;  but  when  they  were  assembled  the  room  was  full. 
Very  prompt  and  fervent  arc  the  i)rayers,  and  one  from  a  near  vil- 
lage  oiico  said,  "Would  that  it  could  be  so  in  our  village." 
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Last  autumn  the  people  of  Underoon  sent  in  a  request  for  a 
teacher,  promising  to  pay  twenty  piastres  a  month — a  large  sum 
for  them — toward  her  salary.  This  was  an  especially  hopeful 
movement,  as  there  has  never  been  a  school  of  any  kind  here 
before.  A  young  woman  of  some  experience  in  Marash  City 
schools  responded  to  the  call,  and  has  been  greatly  blessed  herself 
in  seeing  the  improvement  of  the  children  and  interest  of  the 
women.  These  women  formerly  found  many  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  their  coming  to  the  religious  services,  and  came  because  it 
was  habit,  and  the  proper  thing  to  do;  but  now  the  difficulties  are 
all  gone,  for  they  love  to  come.  The  teacher  presented  the  school 
with  a  mongolf  i.  e.,  a  dish  for  coals;  and  thus  the  warmth  of 
the  schoolroom,  together  with  the  earnest  desire  of  many  of  the 
pupils,  increased  the  number  to  about  sixteen.  This  teacher,  in 
the  absence  of  anymore  suitable  person  to  do  it,  conducts  services 
on  the  Sabbath,  as  well  as  the  meetings  for  the  women. 

Because  of  the  prevalent  feeling  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  a  girl 
to  learn  to  read,  it  is  very  difficult  to  maintain  a  school  for  girls  in 
Albustan.  But  this  year  the  daughter  of  the  preacher,  who  has 
the  respect  of  the  community  as  a  quiet  Christian  girl,  is  teaching 
there.  In  looking  over  her  letters  we  find  that  the  attendance  has 
been  variable.  At  one  time  thirteen;  then  three  had  left  because 
they  had  no  books  or  suitable  clothing;  later  the  number  was 
seventeen.  Naturally,  there  are  no  advanced  pupils  among  these 
girls,  but  we  hear  of  good  progress. 

Zeitoon. — This  ever-interesting  town  is  especially  so  this  year, — 
this  year  of  the  great  fire, — which  has  been  followed  by  a  religious 
awakening  such  as  has  not  been  seen  there  before.  Gadar,  the 
girl  who  last  year  was  reported  as  going  about  among  the  women 
teaching  them  to  read,  continued  her  work  until  the  fire  in  August 
scattered  the  people  into  the  vineyards  on  the  hillsides.  She 
reports  sixty-five  pupils  when  her  work  closed,  twelve  reading 
from  the  primer,  the  remainder  from  the  Bible,  and  three  were 
learning  to  write.  In  going  from  house  to  house  with  this  teacher 
(for  these  Armenian  women  would  not  go  away  from  home  to 
learn  to  read),  one  is  impressed  with  the  fact  that  these  women  are 
willing,  to  toil  for  what  they  get.  Not  unfrequently  is  it  the  case 
that  the  pupil  holds  a  nursing  baby  while  one,  two,  or  three  chil- 
dren cling  to  her.  The  perspiration  rolls  from  her  face  as  she  with 
difficulty  reads  the  simple  words.  After  they  can  read  tolerably 
well  from  the  Bible  they  are  dropped,  that  more  time  may  be  given 
to  beginners.  A  special  difficulty  they  encounter  in  learning  to 
read  is  that  they  must  translate  what  they  get,  for  their  spoken 
language  is  neither  Turkish  nor  Armenian. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  work  of  the  **Lovists"  in  Zeitoon 
was  the  meetings  for  the  women.  Two  missionary  ladies  being  in 
Zeitoon  one  Sabbath  last  summer,  were  invited  by  our  Bible-women 
to  attend  one  of  these  meetings.  They  were  struck  on  entering, 
and  while  waiting  for  the  service  to  begin,  by  the  quiet,  subdued 
manner  of  the  women.  A  man  who  was  present  to  conduct  the 
exercises  asked  one  of  the  Bible-women  to  begin  the  service,  which 
she  did  by  selecting  a  hymn,  and  reading  and  commenting  on  a 
portion  of  Scripture.  Two  men  made  short  addresses,  which  were 
followed  by  the  weird  chanting  of  a  hymn  descriptive  of  Christ's 
suffering  and  death.     What  was  especially  interesting  was,  that  the 
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evidontly  inteiiso  feeling  of  the  listenci*8  was  not  expressed  by  any 
violent  inovementH  or  sound  of  ^rief ;  silently  the  tears  rolled  down 
their  f.icos.  The  ladies  wore  invited  to  speak,  and  one  of  them 
fi^Iadly  iinpn>ved  tlio  opportunity  to  drop  a  few  seeds  into  these 
RofttMicd  hoarts. 

Wlion  the  people  wore  bcf^inninf?  to  get  into  their  new  homes, 
OsaniiH  bo(;:in  to  teach  some  women  to  read,  and  for  a  time  fj^ave 
half  the  day  to  a  little  school.  Late  in  the  autumn,  when  the 
school-building  was  ready,  she  began  her  work  as  a  regular 
teacher.  As  tlie  congregation  increased  in  number  the  school 
grow  rapidly,  ko  that  at  one  time  it  numbered  over  one  hundred. 
This  w:ui  thought  too  large  a  number  for  one  teacher,  so  in  March 
another  was  sent  from  Marasli,  who  has  taken  the  thirty-five  who 
are  learning  their  letters  or  reading  from  the  primer.  There  is 
another  school  in  Zeitoon  for  advanced  boys.  With  one  exception 
these  teachiM'H  and  Bible-women  above  mentioned  are  undergradu- 
ates of  the  Central  Turkey  (»irl8*  College. 

Last  Hummer  three  of  the  missionary  ladies  spent  six  weeks  in 
tho  n^gion  of  Yknejk  Kala, — a  region  in  which  no  American  lady 
had  ever  been  before.  Within  a  radius  of  an  hour's  distance 
there  are  seven  Christian—/,  e.,  nominally  Christian — as  well  as  a 
few  Moslem  villages.  Tho  work  with  these  women  was  mainly  on 
the  Sabbath,  when  they  would  leave  their  work  to  listen  to  the 
Bible.  They  are  very,  very  ignorant,  not  knowing  the  "first 
principles/'  and  their  minds  are  so  untaught  that  their  attention 
cannot  bo  held  for  any  connected  talk.  Trying  to  give  them  any 
good  thoughts  seems  like  scattering  seeds  to  the  winds,  not  know- 
ing which  will  drop  by  tlio  wayside  and  which  fall  into  good 
ground.  One  Sabbath  the  services  with  the  people  were  with  a 
, largo  number  gathered  in  a  graveyard.  While  they  were  waiting 
to  liave  the  graves  of  their  dead  blessed,  they  listened  eagerly  to 
tho  story  of  tho  Gospel,  but  as  soon  as  the  priest  came  they  scat- 
tered. A  fow  cents  were  given  to  have  certain  words  of  blessing 
recited  over  each  grave.  Then  they  had  a  great  feast  before  going 
away. 

One  of  Mrs.  C-offing's  pupils,  at  her  home  for  the  vacation,  as 
she  came  to  the  tent  with  tidy  dress  and  combed  hair,  together 
with  modest  manner,  was  in  striking  contrast  to  the  other  visitors. 
She  was  literally  the  only  clean  girl  seen  during  the  six  weeks 
stay.  It  is  slow,  hard  work  to  civilize  one  of  these  village  girls, 
but  it  pays,  and  what  has  been  done  is  but  the  beginning  of  what 
is  lioped  may  be  accomplished. 

In  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  Marash, 

Ellen  M.  Blakely. 

Apuil,  1K88. 


MEXICO. 
A  PICNIC  IN  GUADALAJARA. 

We  have  had  our  dia  de  campo^  or  picnic,  for  our  school  and 
congregation. 

About  a  mile  from  the  city  is  a  romantic  spot  called  the  Black 
Bocks,  and  tlie  place  is  made  still  more  picturesque  by  an  old  mill. 
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Here  the  committee  decided  to  have  the  picnic,  and  many  were  the 
conferences  about  the  arrangements, — putting  up  swings  and  a 
vaulting-bar,  and  last,  but  not  least,  cooking  the  food. 

Would  you  like  to  know  what  we  had  to  eat?  We  took  break- 
fast in  the  open  air;  it  consisted  of  tamalies  and  atole,  O  how 
full  our  kitchen  was  of  "women  grinding  at  a  mill."  We  had  four 
stone  mills,  or  metales,  where  the  corn  was  ground  to  a  smooth 
paste.  Then  it  was  beaten  up  lightly,  sweetened,  and  spiced  with 
cinnamon.  Of  this  mixture  a  spoonful  was  placed  in  a  clean  cora- 
husk,  folded  tightly  and  boiled.  This  is  a  sweet  tamal,  and  tastes 
like  a  corn  cake.  Another  kind  has  a  piece  of  meat  in  the  centre, 
and  is  seasoned  with  chile.  Atole  is  a  kind  of  corn  gruel,  with  milk 
and  brown  sugar.  Dinner  begins  with  rice  soup ;  then  chickens, 
served  with  a  rich  dark  sauce  made  of  roasted  squash-seeds,  corn- 
chili,  and  raisins.  This  takes  a  long  time  to  prepare,  but  is  very 
palatable.  Then  fresh  pork  with  green  chili  sauce;  and  iortillaa 
accompanied  every  course,  serving  also  for  knife,  fork,  and  spoon. 
And  I  assure  you  they  serve  very  well  for  spoons;  I  think  them 
far  preferable  to  chopsticks.  The  last  course  was  fruit, — bananas 
and  peaches,  and  dried  plums. 

Everything  was  cooked  the  day  before,  and  Dofia  Julia  and 
Dofia  Refugio  did  not  go  to  bed  at  all  Monday  night,  that  the  tama- 
lies might  be  cooked  by  daylight. 

It  would  take  too  long  to  tell  you  all  of  our  day;  but  it  passed 
very  pleasantly,  and  nothing  occurred  to  mar  our  pleasure.  Over 
eighty  were  present,  about  a  dozen  being  guests  from  a  Methodist 
school,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  of  the  Baptist  Society,  were  also 
with  us. 

The  next  day  was  a  very  busy  one,  as  the  girls  must  put  their 
rooms  in  good  order  before  closing  them  for  vacation.  They  had 
rather  gloomy  faces  as  they  made  up  their  bundles,  for  they  never 
want  to  go  away,  and  always  long  for  school  to  begin.  So  now 
they  are  all  gore,  and  will  be  happy  when  the  time  comes  to 
return. 

4^^ 


The  Misses  Cozad,  who  sailed  for  Japan  in  July,  have  been 
assigned  to  the  Niigata  Station.  One  is  to  give  her  time  to  the 
Girls'  School,  which,  although  only  a  year  old,  already  numbers 
one  Imndred.  The  work  of  the  other  will  be  in  the  Boys*  School, 
numbering  one  hundred  and  forty,  which  is  rapidly  developing 
into  a  college,  the  buildings  being  nearly  completed. 

*♦> 
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STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 
THE   SHANSE  MISSION. 

I 

Missionaries  :  Which  of  these  joyfully  returned  to  this  mission 
last  year? 

Tai-ku  :  Unfavorable  beginnings.     Present  condition. 
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The  First  Convert :  Herald,  January,  *88. 

The  Medical  Work:  Herald,  April,  '88. 

FcU'Choxo-fu :  How  many  inhabitants  in  tliis  new  station?  How 
far  is  it  fruin  Tai-ku,  and  in  what  direction? 

Work  Amonu  the  Wovien:  Aro  any  becoming  interested?  Do 
any  attend  church?    Have  any  idols  been  destroyed? 

U»ao  Ti  Hsicn:  What  work  has  the  China  inland  Mission  done 
liei  c  ?  What  outlook  for  work  for  our  mission  ?  Some  account  of 
this  field  may  be  found  in  the  Mission  Studies,  Deoember,  '8G; 
but  as  the  work  is  still  in  its  bof^innings,  it  will  probably  leave  a 
little  space  in  the  auxiliary  meetings  for  the  Report  of  the  Meeting 
of  the  American  Board,  wliich  is  always  so  rich  in  interest. 

Becent  Neics  of  MisMons :  A  column  may  be  found  in  the  Mis- 
sion studies  for  this  month,  as  well  as  information  regarding  the 
Shanse  Mission. 


-♦♦•- 


Two  missionary  homes  are  darkened  by  the  shadow  of  death  ; 
two  liltle  beds  are  left  vacant ;  two  baby  voices  are  hushed  ;  two 
motliers  walk  softly  in  their  lonely  chambers,  and  infold  in  their 
longing  arms  the  little  white  robes  that  still  keep  the  shape  of 
dimpled  baby  necks  and  limbs.  Little  Chauncey  Ellsworth  Good- 
rich, who  was  growing  old  as  fast  as  he  could,  that  he  might 
become  a  missionary  for  China,  has  gone  where  eternal  youth  is 
joined  to  immortal  power.  The  sweet  baby  who  used  to  help  Mrs. 
Howland  to  win  her  way  into  Mexican  homes,  is  sheltered  forever 
in  the  blessed  home  above.  The  two  little  voices  so  suddenly 
liuslicd  on  earth,  now  unite  in  tlie  chorus  of  praise  to  Him  who 
said,  *'  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me."  May  the  ears  of 
the  bereaved  mothers  catch  the  echoes  of  these  songs,  that  even 
hero  their  cries  of  sorrow  m.iy  be  changed  into  whispers  of  thanks- 
giving. We  long  for  words  for  their  comfort  from  the  very  lips  of 
Jesus  himself,  and  we  have  them,  llemember  that'^Jesus  wept ; " 
hear  His  voice  crying  out  through  the  darkness,  **Bo  of  good 
cheer  ;  it  is  I,  bo  not  afi-aid.  ...  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless: 
1  will  come  to  you.  .  .  .  Your  sorrow  shall  be  turned  into  joy,  and 
your  joy  no  man  taketh  from  you.  ...  As  the  Father  hath  loved 
me,  even  so  have  I  loved  you.  .  .  .  What  I  do  thou  knowest  not 
now,  but  thou  shall  know  hereafter.  .  .  .  He  is  faithful  that  hath 
promised" ;  and  we  commend  these  dcjir  ones  to  the  covenant  love 
that  can  never  fail.  We  mingle  our  tears  with  theirs,  while  we 
give  thanks  for  the  voice  that  si^eaks  to  us  from  behind  the  cloud, 
saying  always,  "  C»od  is  love."  M.  J.  W. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  Interior  will  be  held  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  October  31st. 
The  ladies  of  Terre  Haute  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  who 
can  attend,  find  hospitality  is  freely  offered. 


RECEIPTS. 
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WOMAN'S   BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mks.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Tbeasubbb. 
Receipts  from  August  18  to  September  18,  1888. 


ILLINOIS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockford,  Treas.  AtkitisoHf 
10;  Canton,  3G.20;  Chicago ^ 
Friends,  7.50,  A  Friend,  23.50, 
New  Eiiff.  Cli.,  25,  South  Cli., 
25;  Geneva,  11.50;  Granville, 
G.50  \Joyl*raiHe,'6b  ,Lombard, 
18;  Iiaven8woo(l,2S ;  liosemlle, 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Axtell,  8.03;  Jioclc- 
ford,  First  Cli.,  24.30,  Second 
(Ml.,  44.50;  TliawvUle,  5; 
Wlieaton,  9;  Wauponsie 
Grove,  10,  327  09 

Junior:  Ravenswood,  Y.  Peo. 
Soc.,  Mary  L.  Goss,  const, 
self  L.  M.,25;  Boclcford,  First 
Ch.,  15.80;  South  Park,  Y.  1*. 
C.  E.,  7.30.  48  10 

Juvenile:  Chicago, ?>o\\t\\  Cli., 
25 ;  Shejffield,  Lamplighters,  5 ; 
Marseilles,  Helping  Hands, 
20 ;  ThaiwUle,  Mission  Band, 
3;  rowion,  Lamplighters,  4.70,    57  70 

Sunday-school:  Chicago,F\y- 
mouth  Ch.,  14  93 

Thank-offerings  :  Clifton, 
Aux.,  4;  Rockford,  Second 
Ch.,  42.80,  4G  80 


Total, 


494  G2 


IOWA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter 
of  Grinnell,  Treas.  Anita, 
9.15:  Bellevue,  2.45;  Durdap, 
15;  2>es  A/oin«s,Plymouth  Ch., 
18.58,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Low,  to 
const.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Merrill  L. 
M., 25 ;  Decorah,  26 ;  Farragut, 
23.50;  Iowa  City,  Mrs.  K.  A. 
Borland,  10;  liawler,  1.60; 
Mt.  Pleasant,  12;  Manchester, 
10;  Mitchellvllle,  2.C9;  Ogden, 
11. GO;  StuartfW;  Storm  Lake, 
12 ;  Waverly,  1 2.50 ;  Waucoma, 
am ',  Fairfield,  3.15,  21132 

Junior:  Des Moines,  VXyvaowWi 
Roclc  Soc,  31.50:  Bell'evue,  Y. 
P.  S.  C.  K.,  4.36,  36  8G 

Juvenile:  G^rinncZ^Busy  Bees, 
East  Branch,  1.02;  Ogden, 
"Willing  Workers,  81  cts.,  1  83 

Sunday-schools:  Sloan,  58 
cts.;  Storm  Lake,  Aliss 
Smitli's  Infant  Class,  5,  5  58 

Thank-offeuings:  Clinton, 
10,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Creston  P.  O., 
2;  Elkader,  IMarv  II.  Carter, 
1;  0(7r7cn,  25.05;  Mitchellvllle, 
2.30;  Marshalltown,\(i.\\,  61  09 


Total, 


305  G8 


KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  Leavenworth,  Treas. 
Anthony,  5;  Ft.  Scott,  6; 
Manhattan,  2.75;  Plevna,Z.\b ; 
Sterling,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Dunlap  (10  of  wh.  from 
the  Young  Ladies),  26; 
Wabaunsee,  10,  51  90 


Total, 

MICHIGAN. 


61  90 


Branch.— Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  A  Memo- 
rial Gift,  200;  Alpena,  5;  /?cd- 
ford,  6;  Douglas,  II. 9^2;  Grass 
Lake.  8.36:  Port  Huron,  30; 
Red  Jacket,  10;  Richmond,  8; 
St.  Joseph,  12;  A  Friend,  6; 
Watervtiet.  4.76,  300  03 

Junior:  C/i€feoyf7rtn,Y. P.M.  S.,      2  90 
Juvenile:    Oiford,    3Iorning 
Star  Band,  3  00 

Total,  306  93 

On  and  after  Nov.  1,  1888, 
Michigan  societies  will  please 
remit  to  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell, 
Ann  Arbor,  who  will  succeed 
Mrs.  Fox  as  Treasurer. 

MINNESOTA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Northfield,  Treas. 
Anoka,  8;  Austin,  23.20;  Retu- 
son,  8.GG ;  Cannon  Falls,  11.81 ; 
Clearwater,  11.81;  Crookston, 
5:  Detroit,  7 ;  Elk  River,  10.80 ; 
Excelsior,  16.27;  Faribault, 
77.65;  Glencoe,  4.35:  Glyndon, 
4.76;  ManJcato,  10.16 ;  Mantor- 
vUle,  8.80;  Mapleton,  3.78; 
Marshall,  7.50  j  Mazeppa,  1 .10 ; 
Medford,  2.25;  Minneapolis, 
Fifth  Ave.  Ch.,5.45,  First  Ch., 
70.15,  Open  Door  Ch.,  4.20, 
People's  Ch.,  6,  Pilgrim  Ch., 
40,  Plymouth  Ch.,  111.28,  Sec- 
ond (jh.,  15,  Vine  Ch.,  Aux., 
10,  Mrs.  £.  S.  W.,  5,  James 
Edmund  Bell  Fund,  102.50; 
Montevideo,  9;  New  Ulm,  6; 
A^or*/j^c/d,  30.15;  Owatonna, 
3C.G6;  Paynesville,  6;  Plain- 
view,  5.75;  Rochester,  20.30; 
Riisltford,  Mrs.  A.  Moore,  1 ; 
St.  Anthony  Park,  30:  St. 
Charles,  6;  St.  Cloud,  10; 
St,  Paul,  Park  Ch.,  ICO,  Ply- 
mouth Ch., 95.25 ;  Sauk  Centre, 
25.90;  Sauk  Rapids,  Swedish 
Cong.Ch.,8.30;  Spring  Valley, 
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4.10;   Sfrwarfrillr,   l.M;    I'U- 
hirtt,     a;       H'ubnsha,     IG.WI; 

ll'aMrrn.V2AA\  Ifinona.Kl.U); 

Worth imjtout   G;   Xumhroia, 
i:>.  l.lfiG  A3 

I'oiitiibutpd  for  oxponno!!,        H  90 

1,'JOl  79 
Jl'M(»K:    Atrxnmlrin,    K);  ^m«- 
/i;i,    :s."!,i'j;     <'iennfntri\     li>; 
FnrilMtult.   lU;    Minm*tif)oti9, 
Kirsi  <-h..  41,  ]Mviu<iiUli  Ch., 
8;    .W.     /Mfr/,     Atlantic    (h., 

rj.riti.  n.Miiouiii  ch.,  32.TI.      1C9  33 

tli'VKMi.i::  .1  «^/ iij.  .In V.  M.  S., 
4":  /irnson,  ^<.  S.,  4.»1 :  Klk 
Rivrr,  M.  IL,  lU.M);  (Uuntlon, 
M.  H..  4.SI.  S.  S.,  3.4J;  llutvh- 
ini*on,  l>:kiiuht('i'sor  the  Kii.^. 
4.110 ;  Mtiplrton,  W  i  11  i  n  j; 
Work<Ms,  I ;  Minnvajxtlhf 
INl^riiiit  (iliMiU'i's,  i*!,  .M.  It., 
I.IKI.  I'lvniouth  rii..  S.  S.,  M; 
Xor(hjirl<l,ii.?'.AO\<>u'<itoinm. 
.Monv  ll«'art>.  "jr>;  WafcrvUte, 
S.  S.,  2.:i0,  lOT)  24 


1,!>G6  3G 


Total, 
MISSOUIII. 

Ilu  vxrii.— Mrs.    J.    H.    Drew, 

.'UDl  Wnsliintrtoii  Avo..  St. 
Louis,  Trons.  nrerkcnrithje, 
11;   <^tnnrron,  10;    llaunihalt 

:..r>o:  rirrm  ('ifi/,^^i,  41  50 

JrvKMLK:  firm'  Clti/,  Willing 

WorluTS,  4  30 

TiiANK-«»FFi:uix«;:  PirrroCity,      3  CO 


Total, 

48  80 

NEW   llAMrsllIUK. 

Croydon,  Mrs.  Morse, 

50 

Total, 


50 


OHIO. 

BRANrri.— Mrs.  iioo.  11.  Ely, 
of  Klyria,  Trcas.  Chnrles- 
foirn.'i^:  ("uynhorfn  FdllnAM; 
(irccnwlch,  5:  Ironton,  10.70; 
Keut^'Zo;  Afeso^wfamia,  4.25; 
I'aincsviffr,  43;  Tallmadffc, 
•J4.05;  nV.s'^  Andovcr,  6.54: 
irr.s/i  nirUfie.hl,  20;  TfW 
WilUarnKJleldy  10,  158  48 


Total, 

NORTH   PAKOTA. 

r.iJANCir.— Mrs.  K.  /I.  Stioknoy, 
of  Il.'irwood,  Troas.  Coox>6rs- 
foirn, 

Total, 

SOl'TII    DAKOTA. 

T.nANcir.— Mr.s.  V.  D.   Ayildcr, 

of      Huron, 
/'reston, 


Trcas.       Lrrhe 


Total, 


158  48 


11  27 
11  27 

2  00 
2  00 


ROCKT  BfOUHTAIV. 

RRANrif.— Mr».  Hirain  ItJoneSy 
of  l*ueblo.  Col.,  Treas.  Dmi- 
wr,  First  Cli.,  Atix., 

Total, 

TENNESSEE. 

Chattanooga,  L.  M.  I.AW8011, 

Total, 

VEKMONT. 

JienninfftoUf  Mrs.  Edwin  Hnb- 
liard, 

Total, 

WIHOOX8IN. 

Branch.— Mrs.  R.  Cobnm,  of 
Whitewatt'r,  Treas.  Arena, 
7.98;  Befoit,  First  Cli.,40,  Sec- 
ond Ch..  10;  lifoomer,  6.80; 
Jifake'8  Prairie,  6.25;  Cam- 
bridge, 3;  KvunsvWe,  10.25; 
Eau  Claire,  50;  Hammond, 
ID:  Jane»viUe,  27;  KnoxviUe, 
Tenn.,  5;  Lake  MiUs,  6; 
Mena.^ha,    13  00;    Platteville, 


200 
200 

200 
200 


toirn,  21 :  irhiteivater,  7.60,  323  OT 
Junior;  Fox  Lake,  Maria  Nut- 
tinp  Heli)er8,  18.65;  Grand 
ItapldSf  Arbutus  Hand,  20; 
JaiiesvUlo,  Y.  L.,  10;  Milwau- 
kee, Cirand  Ave.  Ch.,  Y.  L.,29; 
Madison,  Y.  L.,  8;  liosencUile, 
Mayflower  Hand,. 30;  Sparta, 
Y.ij.,  2.06 ;  JVauwatosa,  Y.  I..,, 
4.90,  122  61 

JiiVKNiLK:  Hammond,  Busy 
Workers,  6;  Platteville,  Pea,rl 
Oatherers,5.20 ;  Sparta,  M.  B., 
2.  12  20 


Less  expenses, 


457  88 
9  10 


Branch  Total,  448  78 

A  Friend,  per  Rev.  Henry 

D.  Porter,  100  00 


Total, 


548  78 


MISCELLANEOtTS. 

Sale  of  leaflets,  24.96;  envel- 
opes, etc.,42cts. ;  thauk-oifer- 
ing  boxes,  2.G2;  per  Miss  M. 
H.  Porter,  special,  15.94,  43  94 

Total,  43  94 

Receipts  for  month,  3,597  07 

Proviously  acknowledged,       29,511  C8 

Total  since  October,  $33,109  35 


WONDERFUL  NEWS  FROM  JAPAN. 

Ik  the  town  of  Fugioka  lives  a  man  sixty-four  years  of  ago, 
named  Macliida  Totaro.  He  has  long  been  afSicted  nitli  a  weak- 
ness in  his  eyeB,  and  went  fi'om  place  to  place  and  to  various 
doctors  and  priests  for  some  remedy.  But  his  efforts  were  of  no 
avail,  and  he  became  almost  totally  blind.  Tlien  he  heard  that 
there  was  a  sliillful  foreign  physician  living  in  Tokyo  by  the  name 
of  Whitney,  and  he  went  to  him  for  relief.  After  careful  treats 
meut  for  awhile  his  sight  was  partially  restored,  and  he  was 
greatly  rejoiced  and  thankful  for  the  services  that  had  been 
rendered. 

Hitherto  he  had  been  a  firm  believer  in  the  Buddhist  religion. 
But  this  kindness  on  the  part  of  a  Christian  doctor  so  touched  his 
heart  that  he  quite  changed  his  views,  and  was  vei-y  ready  to  hear 
about  the  Christian  belief.  After  some  instruction  from  the 
doctor  and  others  he  made  a  full  confession  of  Lis  faith  in  Christ 
as  his  Saviour,  and  received  baptism  from  the  Rev,  Mr.  Fuwa, 
So  there  has  como  to  him  a  double  healing,  and  he  can  now  truly 
say  with  a  double  meaning,  "Whereas  I  was  once  blind,  wow  I 

On  the  Island  of  Yesso  is  a  large  portion  of  country  that  has 
bitljcrto  heen  uninhabited.  It  has  been  proposed  to  occupy  the 
land  by  means  of  colonization,  and  a  Daimio  at  Nagoya  has  sent 
about  twenty  men  each  year  to  a  spot  called  Yakumomura.  In 
this  way  the  village  lias  grown  to  consist  of  about  one  hundred 
houses. 

The  people  in  general  are  much  attached  to  their  old  way,  and 
have  little  thought  or  desire  to  make  any  special  chani^e,  either  in 
their  temporal  or  spiritual  condition. 

But  one  of  their  number  favored  Christianity,  and  invited  Bev. 
Mr.  Nakasn,  of  Sapporo,  to  come  and  teach  them.  The  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  services  were  held  both  day  and  night  for  five 
successive  days.  At  each  service  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
to  one  hundi-ed  and  thirty  were  present,  and  gave  good  attention 
to  the  preaching.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises  some  would  re- 
main and  inquire  in  regard  to  what  tliey  had  heard. 

So  great  was  the  encouragement  that  a  second  series  of  meet- 
ings was  held,  and  in  December  last  four  men  were  baptized. 
Fifteen  more  have  applied  for  baptism,  and  have  been  taken  on 

(Ul) 
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trial.  So  ^I'oat  has  beuii  the  clianj^e  in  the  attitude  of  the  people 
tuwaitl  thu  {^Dspcl,  that  il  in  thouglit  this  will  soon  become  quite  a 
iiuulol  Christian  comnuinity. 

In  tho  anciiMit  and  celebrated  city  of  Nara  there  are  thirteen 
onims  connected  with  tliu  judicial  department  who  are  engaged 
in  the  Htiiily  uf  the  Scripture. 

One  of  the  larf^est  temples  at  Scndai  has  been  purchased,  and  is 
now  used  as  a  Christian  church.  In  the  Medical  School  there  is  a 
society  for  the  study  of  the  Bible.  In  two  of  the  schools  there  are 
thirty  Christian  pupils;  and  their  number  and  influence  is  increas- 
in<;  daily. 

There  was  one  Christian  teacher  iu  the  Medical  School  at 
Kumanioto,  and  as  the  result  of  his  efforts  thirty  of  the  students 
have  been  converted.  In  this  same  city  some  years  ago  there  were 
several  younjj  men  who  decided  to  serve  God,  and  they  had  to 
under};o  groat  persecution.  The  school  was  bi*okcn  up  in  conse- 
quence, and  they  were  in  danger  of  oven  losing  their  lives.  Now 
a  great  change  has  taken  place,  and  one  of  that  same  number  is  at 
the  head  of  a  large  school  conducted  for  the  purpose  of  spreading 
Christianity. 

The  membership  of  the  Kaigau  Church,  in  Yokohama,  has  be- 
come so  large  that  the  services  have  been  divided.  The  commu- 
nicants alone  are  suflicient  to  fill  the  church  completely.  Now,  the 
pupils  from  the  schools  come  iu  the  afternoon,  and  the  morning 
service  is  intended  for  all  others. 

In  the  city  of  Mishima  a  former  brewery  has  been  changed 
into  a  Christian  church  and  a  school  for  girls.  The  press  has 
been  made  into  a  i)ulpit,  and  the  tubs  into  seats.  The  proprietor 
is  an  earnest  Christian,  and  rejoices  in  a  new-found  love  and  ex- 
perience.    What  a  blessed  change!  —  If.  LoomUf  in  **The  Pacific.^' 

Yokohama,  Japan,  July  23, 1888. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

A('coui)iNG  to  time-honored  custom,  the  annual  meeting  of  our 
Board  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
San  Francisco.  The  occasion,  always  of  interest,  awakened  this 
year  peculiar  encouragement  in  many  hearts,  for  the  official  reports 
indicated  progress  in  our  work.  The  Treasurer  declared  all  obliga- 
tions met,  and  a  surplus  of  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  re- 
maining to  our  credit. 

The  Home  Secretaries  reported  the  formation  of  new  auxiliaries, 
and  indications  of  freshly  awakened  activity  all  along  the  line. 
Encouragement  was  felt,  in  the  main,  as  wo  listened  to  the  intelli- 
gence given  by  the  Foreign  Secretary  concerning  our  mission  fields. 
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A  movement  onward  was  discernible,  slow,  indeed,  but  strong  and 
genuine,  in  all  the  places  to  which  we  are  linked  by  our  especial 
work;  and  as  we  stood  upon  our  own  hilltops  and  looked  once 
upon  other  fields,  we  saw  the  ripening  fruit,  "  thanked  God  and 
took  courage,"  while  the  dark,  sterile  places  beyond  called  anew 
for  more  labor,  more  faith,  more  intercession.  The  opening  prayer 
was  offered  by  Mrs.  Sturges,  whose  voice  for  many  years  told  the 
story  of  the  cross  in  Micronesia.  The  Scripture  read  was  the 
ever-uplifting  chapter  from  Isaiah  beginning,  "  Comfort  ye,  com- 
fort ye  my  people." 

In  the  prayer  of  the  President,  which  followed,  there  was  ex- 
pressed a  tender  remembrance  of  our  new  missionary.  Miss  Denton, 
who  was  then  upon  the  sea,  sailing  toward  the  untried,  yet  hope- 
ful, work  awaiting  her  in  Japan.  Inspiring  hymns  were  sung  and 
we  repeated  together  the  Lord's  Prayer  with  the  joyful  assurance 
in  our  souls  that  Christ's  kingdom  will  come,  and  his  "will  be 
done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  With  the  Doxology  closed  the 
fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Pacific. 
The  officers  for  the  current  year  are :  President,  Miss  Lucy  M.  Fay ; 
Vice-Presidents y  Mrs.  J.  K.  McLean,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Parker,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Pond,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Scudder,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Richards;  Home  Sec- 
retariesy  Mrs.  J.  H.  Warren,  Mrs.  I.  E.  Dwinell;  Foreign  Secretary, 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Jewett;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Smith; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Cole;  Auditor,  E.  P.  Flint,  Esq. 


«♦» 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  YOUNG  LADIES'  BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Young  Ladies'  Branch  was  held  on 
Saturday,  August  18th,  in  the  pleasant  ladies'  parlor  of  the  Third 
Congregational  Church  of  this  city. 

This  was  our  third  annual  meeting,  and  was  an  especially  good 
one.  The  day  was  bright  and  sunny,  and  the  attendance  at  the 
meeting  was  fair,  although  not  nearly  so  many  were  present  as  we 
would  like  to  see,  when  we  consider  the  large  number  of  young 
ladies  in  the  churches  which  are  represented  in  the  Branch.  Our 
President,  Miss  Perkins,  who  has  so  faithfully  served  us  the  past 
year,  presided  over  the  meeting,  and  after  singing  and  reading  of 
the  Scriptures,  led  us  in  a  brief  opening  prayer,  imploring  the 
Divine  blessing  upon  the  meeting  and  upon  the  general  work  of 
the  Branch. 

After  the  opening  exercises  the  reports  of  the  officers  of  last 
year  were  listened  to  with  interest.  How  anxious  we  all  felt  as 
the  Treasurer  read  off  her  long  list  of  figures;  and  how  rejoiced 
we  were  to  hear  the  total,  showing  that  the  wished-for  amount  is 


444  UFE  AND  LIGHT. 

Ko  nearly  attained !  Still,  our  joy  was  tempered  with  regret;  for, 
if  we  all  had  worked  a  littht  liarder,  mi{;ht  we  not  have  obtained 
more  tli:in  our  >\isIied-for  $7(M),  instead  of  a  little  less?  It  will  l>e 
remembered  by  those  present  at  the  November  meeting  in  Oakland, 
tliat  the  young  ladies  of  the  Branch  voted  to  attempt  to  raise,  not 
only  Miss  (iunnison's  salary  of  $(>.'>0,  but  $50  in  additional,  to  be 
given  toward  a  scholarship  in  the  Broosa  School.  We  were  all 
interested  in  the  reports  from  various  auxiliaries,  although  there 
were  fewer  of  these  reports  tlian  we  had  hoped;  for  not  all  our 
city  churches  were  represented,  and  only  a  few  outside  the  city. 
This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Home  Secretary,  for  she  has  done 
faithful  work  during  the  past  year,  writing  to  all  the  auxiliaries 
quite  often,  and  sending  them  reports  of  the  meetings.  Dear  sis- 
ters, it  would  do  us  so  much  good  if  we  could  receive  a  word  from 
you;  and  it  would  surely  be  no  great  task  for  you  to  write  us  an 
occasional  letter  telling  of  your  progress  and  methods  of  work. 
All  the  reports  that  were  presented  were  interesting,  and  some  of 
them  so  bright  and  spicy  that  we  wished  they  were  longer. 

The  election  of  olHcers  was  quickly  accomplished  by  accepting 
the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  and  by  the  Secretary 
casting  a  ballot  for  the  officers  named;  and  then  we  were  all 
please<l  both  to  see  and  hear  dear  Mrs.  Sturges,  who  was  for 
many  years  a  missionary  in  Micronesia,  and  also  Mrs.  Snelling, 
who  spoke  a  few  heartfelt  words  to  us.  Mrs.  Snelling  came  to 
this  city  with  her  husband,  on  their  way  to  Ruk,  to  take  the  places 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan;  but,  owing  to  the  failure  of  her  health, 
she  was  obliged  to  remain  here  while  Mi*.  Snelling  went  on  to  his 
field  of  work,  where  she  hopes  to  join  him  next  year.  The  curios- 
ities shown  by  Mrs.  Sturges  seemed  to  bring  nearer  to  us  the  far- 
away places  of  which  she  spoke,  and  wo  were  all  deeply  interested 
in  her  account  of  her  experiences  in  these  heathen  islands  of  the 
sea.  It  was  a  joy  to  us,  as  it  always  is,  to  listen  to  a  letter  from 
our  dear  Miss  Gunnison,  and  this  last  letter  seemed  an  especially 
delightful  one.  These  letters  are  always  so  inspiring  that  it  seems 
a  pity  that  all  our  auxiliaries  should  not  have  the  privilege  of 
reading  them;  for  when  we  read  her  earnest  words  our  souls  are 
uplifted  and  our  faith  and  courage  renewed,  and  we  wish  others 
could  have  the  same  cheer  and  encouragement. 

Altogether,  this  meeting  of  the  Branch  was  deeply  interesting, 
as  are  all  our  meetings;  and  our  only  regret  is  that  more  of  the 
young  ladies  and  girls  in  our  churches  do  not  avail  themselves  of 
this  privilege,  for  they  could  not  fail  to  be  inspired  and  strength- 
ened thereby,  and  to  receive  fresh  interest  in  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions.— Com, 


DECEMBER,  1888. 


CHINA. 
A  GLIMPSE  INTO  SOME  OF  THE  FOOCHOW  DAT  SCHOOLS. 


DiBECTLT  at  tbe  mouth  of  tlie  Min,  dividing  the  channel  of 
the  river,  lies  Sliarp  Peak  Island,  Here  the  sanitariums  of  the 
various  missions  ai'e  built  on  elevations  looking  far  out  at  sea. 
Some  distance  from  these,  near  a  mudd;  beach  sandwiched  in  be- 
tween rocky  cliffs,  is  liuddled  the  little  village,  quite  under  tbe  hill 
and  away  f  1-0 m  the  breeze, — for  fresh  air  doesn't  seem  a  necessity  to 
the  Chinese.  The  village  is  composed  of  rough  flshermeu,  and 
petty  farmers  who  cultivate  the  steep  hillsides  with  Bweet-xjotatoea 
and  peanuts. 

The  preaclier  in  this  rude  hamlet  has  a  son,  who  provod  hiniHeU 
one  of  the  most  promising  students  of  the  Boys'  Training  School 
at  Foocbow,  and  at  nineteen  went  home  to  a  place  where  lettorB 
were  not  in  much  repute  Lo  start  a  Christian  school.  It  oonld 
have  been  no  easy  task  to  procure  pupils,  but  the  father,  who  was 
well  spoken  of,  won  tbe  consent  of  tbe  parents  because  his  own 
son  was  to  be  the  teacher,  and  over  a  year  ago  the  school  was  suo- 
cessfullf  started.  Tbe  fact  that  the  preacher  secured  the  pnpila, 
was  according  to  tbe  Chinese  custom  that  the  teacher  does  not  KH 
licit  pupils  himself,  but  depends  upon  some  friend  to  leoure  tha 
Boholars  for  him.    These  sobolars,  some  of  them  tanned  almott 
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black,  and  coarsely  dressed,  are  not  very  attractive  in  their  rude 
surroundings;  but  the  teacher,  with  his  large  eyes  and  sonny  smile 
and  his  tall,  lithe  figure,  has  a  grace  which  makes  him  seem  al- 
most out  of  place.  While  at  school  himself,  he  was  always  upright 
and  ambitious  for  all  that  meant  advancement,  as  was  shown  by 
his  preference  for  foreign  books  above  the  native  classics.  He  was 
captain  of  the  gymnastic  class,  and  a  leader  in  the  singing,  as  well 
as  able  to  play  the  hymns  on  the  organ.  His  one  foiling  was  a 
hasty  temper,  which  he  often  lamented,  as  it  made  him  impatient 
with  those  more  erring  and  less  honest,  so  that  a  few  years  of  this 
experience  in  an  humble  school  may  help  make  him  a  wiser  and 
gentler  preacher  by  and  by. 

Leaving  Sharp  Peak,  let  us  come  up  the  picturesque  Min,  past 
the  two  narrow  ''passes''  shadowed  by  rocky,  fortified  hills,  till, 
twenty  miles  inland,  we  turn  to  the  left,  and  follow  a  small  stream 
for  some  distance  amonj;  pretty  hills  and  fields.  At  last  we  know 
we  are  nearing  a  Chinese  town  by  the  pagoda-crowned  hill  we  see, 
and  we  near  the  proud  old  city  of  Chang-loh.  It  has  been  a  thriv- 
ing business  place,  but  now,  its  business  and  its  wall  are  alike 
decaying.  This  is  the  city  where,  thirty  years  ago,  three  families 
earned  a  good  living  by  making  idol  paper;  but  a  little  time  since 
the  last  one  of  the  three  talked  of  giving  up  the  business,  as  trade 
was  so  dull.  This,  surely,  was  a  compliment  to  the  effect  of  the 
teachings  of  the  missionary  and  preachers.  Chang-loh  is  an  aris- 
tocratic city,  and  is  proud  to  claim  descendants  of  the  great  phil- 
osopher Mencius.  Here,  therefore,  schools  are  popular,  and  we 
have  had  two  day  schools  in  different  parts  of  the  city  to  teach  the 
little  ones  that  there  is  One  greater  than  Mencius,  and  a  Book 
more  sacred  than  the  classics  he  helped  compile;  and  through  the 
children  the  parents  are  learning  the  same.  The  success  of  these 
schools  depends  very  much  on  the  faithfulness  and  kindliness  of 
the  teachers,  for  most  of  the  children  come  from  heathen  homes, 
where  the  parents  only  require  the  Chinese  classics  taught;  while 
in  our  Christian  schools  the  scholars  devote  half  their  study  to 
Christian  books  every  day,  and  study  no  native  books  on  Sunday. 
It  is  not  for  the  religious  teaching,  but  because  the  teacher  keeps 
the  school  regularly  and  has  real  interest  in  his  work, — which  the 
heathen  teachers  seldom  do,  but  take  vacations  any  day  they 
choose, — that  the  parents  appreciate  the  good  influence  over  their 
children,  whom  the  Chinese  always  wish  to  be  good  and  dutiful. 

Among  the  foreign  improvements  is  a  steam-launch  run  by  the 
natives,  eleven  miles  between  Chang-loh  and  Foochow.  Those 
who  wish,  therefore,  can  go  by  steam  instead  of  the  neat  rowboat, 
or  8am!pan,    We  will  not  go  to  the  Foreign  Settlement,  but  turn 
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Into  a  creek  at  the  right,  aud  land  near  Ponasang.  After  walking 
or  taking  sedans  for  a  short,  distance  across  the  paddy  fields,  and 
then  through  a  very  narrow,  crowded  thoroughfare,  we  reach  our 
church.  It  is  a  substantial  brick  building  near  a  fire-wall;  a  need- 
ful precaution  where  fires  are  so  apt  to  sweep  through,  with  no 
fire  companies  to  stop  them.  Behind  this  church  is  a  schoolroom 
with  about  thirty  lusty  scholars  who  sustain  quite  a  reputation  for 
brilliant  public  examinations.  On  these  occasions  the  school  goes 
into  the  church,  and  invite  their  friends  to  hear  their  exercises. 
Contrary  to  the  Chinese  custom  of  reciting  separately  with  backs 
turned  to  the  teacher,  the  scholars  have  been  formed  into  classes, 
and,  toeing  a  chalkline,  they  repeat  page  after  page  of  both  na- 
tive and  Christian  books.  A  Bible  lesson,  and  sometimes  a  class 
in  elementary  geography,  or  astronomy  and  arithmetic  classes, 
vary  the  exercises.  The  examinations  are  usually  opened  and 
closed  by  singing  a  hymn  by  the  children,  and  the  whole  school  re- 
cite in  concert  the  golden  texts  for  the  last  quarter  or  six  months. 
Perhaps  you  have  noticed  a  quantity  of  pictures  from  illustrated 
papers.  These  are  given  at  the  close  of  the  exercises  to  the  chil- 
dren, who  choose  in  turn,  according  to  regular  attendance.  The 
afternoon  is  always  a  pleasant  one  to  all,  and  the  children  are  de- 
lighted with  the  pictures,  with  which  they  often  decorate  the  bare 
walls  at  home. 

These  few  are  only  samples  of  the  day  schools  in  and  about 
Foochow.  In  thinking  of  them  we  must  not  forget  they  all  are 
Sunday-schools  on  Sunday  afternoon.  In  some  there  have  been 
the  early  Sunday  morning  prayer-meetings,  where  the  children 
pray  together;  in  others  there  is  the  Sunday  eveping  prayer-meet- 
ing, half  an  hour  before  the  Christian  Endeavor  meeting.  Surely 
if  any  work  is  wise  and  promising  in  China,  it  is  to  sow  the  right 
seed  in  the  young  minds,  before  the  weeds  of  supei*stition  have 
grown  rank  in  a  soil  overrun  with  such  weeds  for  so  many  genera- 
tions. If  China  has  been  so  devoted  to  a  barren  philosophy,  it  is 
no  hopeless  task  to  train  her  chihjren  in  the  Truth;  for  already 
great  with  only  a  shadow  of  truth,  a  gi*eater  day  awaits  her  when 
she  has  learned  of  Him  who  alone  is  "  The  Way,  the  Truth,  and 

the  Life." 

«♦♦ 

INDIA. 

BIBLE-WOMEN  IN  THE  MARATHI  MISSION. 
[Fom  the  Annaal  Report  of  the  Mission.] 

Our  lists  show  that  the  28  Bible-women  employed  by  the  Mis- 
sion have  preached  5,028  times  during  the  year,  to  audiences  num- 
bering in  the  aggregate  85,460  persons.    This  is  an  advance  upon 
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tho  work  of  last  year.  Besides  tliis,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
voluntary  work  iimong  tlio  women,  by  the  wives  of  our  preachers 
and  others. 

ViniU  in  the  City.— Mrs.  Bissell  says:  "My  visits  in  the  city 
have  not  been  very  regular,  but  when  not  prevented,  one  or  two 
houses  have  generally  been  visited  three  or  four  days  in  a  week. 
No  teaching  is  done,  but  religious  instruction  is  given.  Assisting 
a  young  Bmhmin  woman  who  needed  medical  a<1vice,  accompany- 
ing her  to  tho  hospital,  etc.,  gave  mo  access  to  her  house,  and  sev- 
eral visits  have  l>ecn  made  there.  On  one  occasion  recently,  after 
i;eading  a  little  ti^ot,  an  interesting  and  familiar  conversation  en- 
sued, (>ach  of  tho  four  women  present  taking  part.  Two  of  them 
wore  the  widow' r  garb,  and  Rome  of  the  remarks  were  intended 
eKpecially  for  tlicni.  On  taking  leave  they  spoke  of  having  en- 
joyed the  visit  and  conversation,  and  urged  me  to  come  again. 
TIiuR  through  the  Bible-women  and  others,  many  women  are  hav- 
ing opportunities  to  hear  the  Truth.  We  can  but  hope  and  pray 
that  it  may  find  a  lodgment  in  some  hearts.*' 

In  (he  Ahmcdnayar  IHstricU. — Mi-s.  Bissell  writes:  "We  spent 
the  fiiRt  two  montliR  of  the  year  mostly  in  the  districts,  and  found 
abundant  opportunities  for  meeting  and  speaking  to  the  people. 
I  had  two  Bible-women  with  me,  and  we  went  among  all  classes. 
That  docs  not  mean  into  the  houses,  and  yet  we  were  sometimes 
invited  into  the  Wiuh^s  and  upon  the  verandas.  I  recall  a  number 
of  such  occasions  among  the  Xunabis.  Our  visits  to  them  were 
usually  made  quite  early  in  the  moi*niug,  that  we  might  make  sure 
of  meeting  the  women  before  they  should  go  to  their  fields.  Often 
the  cattle  would  only  recently  have  been  loosened  from  their  stalls 
in  the  verandas,  and  we  would  have  to  sit  amid  not  very  pleasant 
surroundings ;  but  this  would  soon  be  forgotten  in  the  endeavor  to 
interest  those  who  had  left  their  work  so  early  in  the  morning  to 
hear  us.  How  often  some  one  among  them  would  say,  *  It  seems 
very  nice  to  hear  these  things,  but  we  can't  remember  them  when 
we  go  back  to  our  work,  and  perhaps  you  do  not  come  again  to  tell 
us  for  a  whole  year.'  Among  the  lower  castes  we  always  sit  out- 
side under  a  tree,  or  in  some  sheltered  corner,  or,  maybe,  in  the 
chawadi,  or  rest-house,  if  the  men  promise  to  keep  at  a  distance. 
In  a  few  places  both  men  and  women  have  gathered  in  and  around 
a  chawadi  for  a  preaching  service  on  Sunday.  Village  women 
would  rarely  be  seen  in  a  chawadi.  But  in  one  way  or  another 
many  women  were  reached  during  those  tours." 

AnnuoU  Examinations, — The  Bible-women  have  had  th^ir  semi- 
annual meetings  as  usual,  when  they,  with  a  good  many  other 
Christian  women,  were  examined  on  their  Bible  lessons,  as  previ- 
ously appointed.    At  the  meetVu^ui  October  all  the  Bible-women 
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of  tlie  district  were  present,  aud  the  class  of  other  Christian  women 
was  large.  Among  these  last  we  were  pleased  to  find  a  number 
who  were  doing  voluntary  work,  and  had  interesting  reports  to  give. 
We  are  trying  to  encourage  this  kind  of  work  as  much  as  possible. 
One  of  these  said  she  was  visiting  in  ten  different  villages.  We 
thought  the  Bible-women  at  that  meeting  spoke  with  an  unusual 
degree  of  fervor,  and  they  seemed  to  have  been  as  diligent  as  could 
be  expected  under  all  the  difficulties  and  hindrances  women  who 
are  mothers  of  families  are  liable  to  have, — and  most  of  our  Bible- 
women  are  such.  The  work  among  the  Christian  women  has  been 
conducted  as  in  former  years. 

Influence  of  Early  Education, — "We  found  quite  an  interest 
among  the  Hangs  of  two  villages,  and  a  number  of  women  came 
forward  with  their  husbands  and  brothers  to  receive  baptism. 
They  were  all  very  ignorant,  but  the  women  showed  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  be  instructed,  and  we  have  been  trying  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  have  them  taught.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  a 
teacher  for  them,  but  for  this  and  much  other  work  the  means 
have  been  wanting.  One  young  woman  among  the  rest  particu- 
larly attracted  our  attention.  She  came  forward  with  her  husband 
and  a  number  of  little  children,  all  looking  so  clean  and  tidj  as  to 
form  quite  a  contrast  with  the  rest.  Each  child  had  its  hair  nicely 
combed,  and  their  much  dilapidated  garments  were  clean,  and  care- 
fully adjusted  to  their  little  bodies,  giving  them  quite  an  air  of  re- 
spectability in  their  poverty.  On  inquiry  wo  found  that  her  for- 
mer home,  before  her  marriage,  had  been  Rahuri,  and  that  she 
had  attended  the  school  there  for  a  year  or  two.  This,  then,  was 
the  explanation  of  the  difference  between  her  and  the  other 
women.  She  had  only  been  a  day  scholar,  and  it  was  a  mixed 
school,  yet  it  had  exerted  this  civilizing  influence  over  her.  It 
seemed  such  a  pity  that  she  had  forgotten  how  to  read,  but  not 
surprising  with  the  care  of  her  little  children  and  the  constant 
struggle  for  a  livelihood.  She  was  very  pleased  with  a  first  book 
which  was  given  her,  and  thought  she  might  recall  a  good  deaL 
There  was  not  one  among  her  people  who  knew  as  much  as  she 
even,  and  we  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  send  anyone  there  to 
teach  tliem  all." 

Bible-women  at  Wadale, — Mrs.  Fairbank  reports:  *'  Three  Bible- 
women  were  reported  as  working  in  the  Wadale  District  last  year. 
At  the  beginning  of  1887  one  of  the  Nagar  Bible-women^  who  had 
begun  work  in  Wadale  many  years  ago,  but  for  the  past  seven 
years  had  been  under  Mrs.  Bissell  in  Nagar,  came  back  to  her  old 
home,  and  has  been  doing  faithful  work  there  all  the  year.  She  is 
not  strong  enough  to  walk  to  the  surrounding  villages  as  the  other 


450  J-l^^  ^^D  LIOHT. 

women  do,  bo  her  work  has  been  restricted  entirely  to  the  Tillage 
of  Wadale.  She  goes  to  the  women  at  their  homes  morning  and 
evening,  and  tlie  regularity  of  her  visits  makes  it  possible  for  her 
to  teach  them  not  only  Bible  stories,  but  verses  and  hymns.  At 
first  these  rude  farmers'  wives  laughed  at  the  idea  of  their  being 
able  to  learn  anything.  '  Where  have  we  the  time  or  brains  for 
any  such  nonsense?*  But  Gangabai,  in  her  quiet,  winning  way, 
persisted  in  making  them  repeat  the  words  after  her;  and  now  they 
astonish  themselves  at  the  ease  with  which  they  commit  verses, 
even  learning  a  whole  chapter.  I  hope  this  winter  Gungabai  will 
succeed  iu  teaching  two  or  three  of  the  younger  women  to  read. 
The  little  girls,  unmarried,  have  been  promised  for  the  Girls^ 
School.  The  other  Bible-women  have  done  good  work,  and  have 
been  laid  aside  less  by  sickness  or  family  cares  than  in  former 
years." 

Examinations  at  Wadale. — '*  When  it  came  time  for  the  semi- 
annual Bible  examination  of  the  Christian  women,  in  March,  it 
was  decided  that  our  women  should  come  to  Wadale,  and  be  exam- 
ined there,  instead  of  in  Nagar,  as  it  would  be  a  more  central 
place  for  all  in  the  district  to  come  to.  A  very  general  invitation 
was  given,  and  the  result  was  that  sixty-five  Christian  women  came 
together.  Nearly  nil  had  prepared  the  lesson  to  some  extent, 
while  the  Bible-women  and  those  who  could  read,  some  twenty- 
five  in  number,  had  learned  the  lesson  well.  Reports  were  g^ven 
from  sixteen  villages;  and  we  learned  wherever  there  was  at  least 
one  Christian  woman  in  a  village  who  could  read,  there  women's 
meetings  were  held  once  a  week,  or  oftener,  and  more  or  less  vol- 
untary work  done  of  speaking  to  heathen  women." 

An  Interesting  Case. — Mi-s.  Fairbank  says:  "  In  our  touring  last 
winter  we  were  specially  encouraged  by  the  interest  shown  among 
the  women  at  Awliane.  An  elderly  widow,  a  Gosavin  or  preacher 
by  profession,  had  an  interesting  experience  to  relate.  She  had 
known  about  Christianity  for  many  years,  but  it  was  not  until  her 
only  boy  left  her  to  go  to  our  Christian  school  at  Wadale  that  the 
Rubjoct  became  a  personal  one  to  her.  One  moiiiing  she  woke  up 
and  found  she  was  blind  (this  is  as  she  tells  it);  she  had  heard 
Paul's  story,  and  felt  Jesus  was  teaching  her  in  the  same  way. 
From  that  hour  she  gave  her  heart  to  the  Lord.  The  magic  string 
of  beads  about  her  neck — the  badge  of  her  profession — was  cast 
aside,  and  with  it  all  her  old  Hindu  customs.  Gradually  her  sight 
has  returned,  but  only  partially.  There  is  a  cataract  growing  over 
each  pupil.  I  hope  some  time  she  will  have  courage  to  have  them 
removed.  All  the  year  she  and  the  schoolmaster's  mother  have 
gone  about  among  the  near  villages,  as  they  have  opportunity,  and 
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told  or  suDg  the  glad  tidings  to  their  heathen  sisters.  Thakubai 
has  a  retentive  memory  and  a  good  voice  for  singing,  and  rejoices 
in  using  these  gifts  for  God  rather  than  in  Satan^s  service,  as  she 
once  did.  When  asked  who  *  made  her  a  Christian  ^  she  did  not  say 
a  certain  missionary,  as  many  have  done,  but  'Grod  made  me  a 
Christian.'  There  are  twenty  miles  of  country  road  between  Wa- 
dale  and  Awhane,  and  I  can  meet  this  woman  but  seldom.  But 
'  God  is  mindful  of  his  own,'  and  I  feel  sure  he  will  instruct  and 
keep  her." 

Bible  Study, — Mrs.  Winsor  writes:  "The  women  have  shown 
their  usual  interest  in  the  study  of  the  Bible,  studying,  besides  the 
International  Lessons,  the  six  months' lessons  marked  out  by  our 
senior  missionary,  Mrs.  Bissell.  That  they  have  been  regular  in 
their  attendance  at  the  weekly  and  mothers'  monthly  meetings,  is 
evident  from  the  strict  record  of  attendance  noted  and  preserved. 
This  keeping  the  account  of  attendance  is  quite  a  stimulus,  espe- 
cially when  we  are  obliged  to  be  absent  from  the  station  in  our 
touring,  and  so  forth." 

A  Guzarati  Woman, — Mrs.  Winsor  says:  "  There  has  been  some 
interest  in  two  or  three  of  the  villages  visited  by  Kamlabai  and  Bai- 
zabai.  That  among  the  Guzaratis,  in  a  village  a  few  miles  away 
from  us,  is  perhaps  most  worthy  of  note.  A  high-caste  Guzarati 
woman  called  us  to  her  house  ^  to  read  the  Bible.'  *  I  want  to  hear 
you  read,'  she  said;  ^I  like  to  hear  about  God.'  She  had  a  very 
pleasant  face,  and  was  exceedingly  intelligent;  could  read  MaratM 
and  her  native  Guzarati.  As  we  were  getting  into  the  tanga  to 
come  away,  she  followed,  and  said,  '  I  am  coming  to  see  you  next 
Monday.'  I  hardly  expected  to  see  her,  but  she  appeared,  walking 
the  distance  from  her  village  with  her  baby  in  her  aims,  bringing 
with  her  a  neighbor  and  also  her  servant,  a  bright  woman,  who,  in 
the  course  of  the  conversation  which  followed  her  arrival,  said, 
'If  my  mistress  becomes  a  Christian,  I  shall  also.'  I  told  the 
Guzarati  woman  that  I  feared  a  person  so  loaded  with  jewels 
would  find  it  rather  hard  to  come  to  Christ;  that  it  might  be  she 
must  lay  aside  some  of  these — perhaps  give  them  to  him.  She  said 
she  felt  willing  to  give  them  to  Jesus.  *  1  mean  to  be  a  Christian; 
tell  me  what  is  expected  of  a  Christian;  I  hope  soon  to  join  the 
church.'  When  asked  how  soon,  she  said,  *  Just  as  soon  as  my 
daughter  goes  back  to  her  mother-in-law's  house.  When  she  is 
safe  away,  so  that  none  can  persecute  her,  I  will  come — yes,  I  will 
come  and  be  baptized.'  Her  daughter  left  her  last  week,  and  I 
look  for  her  every  day.  She  seems  to  enjoy  much  in  coming  to 
talk  with  us.  There  will  be  many  obstacles  presented  when  she 
really  makes  the  final  resolve.    She  must  suffer  all  the  more,  as 
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Bhe  and  her  husband  are  wealthy,  well-to-do  people;  bnt  we  haTe 
the  good  news  that  her  huHhand  says  that  he  shall  not  hinder  her. 
O  that  those  who  lovo  the  bouIh  of  these  who  are  surrounded  by  so 
much  to  load  them  away  from  the  Truth,  would  pray  most  ear- 
nestly that  the  smoking  flax  may  not  in  any  way  be  quenched; 
that  those  dear  ones  convinced  of  sin  and  trusting  in  Jesus,  may 
be  enabled  te  overcome,  to  receive  the  Crown  of  Life ! " 


SPAIN. 
CLOSING  EXERCISES  OF  THE  SCHOOL  IN  SAN  SEBASTIAN. 

BY   MKH.  WM.  H.  OULICK. 

In  our  public  examinations,  the  first  day  was  devoted  to  the 
primary  classes,  and  the  little  ones  astonished  even  their  parents. 
As  one  child  came  forward  to  recite  a  poem,  I  heard  one  woman 
say  to  another,  "What  a  small  child  I"  **Yes,"  was  the  reply; 
"but  you  wait  and  see  how  much  he  knows!" 

The  best  result,  perhaps,  of  the  morning  work  was  an  addition 
of  nine  new  names  to  the  list  of  scholars. 

In  the  evening  there  was  an  exhibition  of  herbariums,,  writing- 
books,  drawings,  sewing,  and  fancy-work  in  the  chapel,  while  the 
older  girls  were  examined  one  by  one  in  the  theory  of  music  and 
reading  at  sight.  Early  in  the  year  a  prize  was  offered  for  im- 
provement in  writing,  which  was  gained  by  one  of  the  younger 
scholars.  The  most  noticeable  article  among  the  specimens  of 
handiwork  was  a  copy  of  a  lithograph,  made  in  fine  black  silk  on 
white  satin,  which  was  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from  the  original 
picture. 

On  Tuesday  our  enthusiasm  was  somewhat  dampened  by  a 
downpour  of  rain,  resembling  in  force  of  character  the  never-to- 
be-forgotten  South  Hadley  semi-centennial  deluge.  Contrary  to 
our  expectations,  many  friends  came  in  to  the  exercises  both  morn- 
ing and  evening. 

The  intermediate  classes  were  examined  in  the  morning,  and 
only  one  or  two  proved  by  failure  that  they  had  been  unfaithful 
during  the  year. 

The  first  exercise  of  the  evening  was  a  discussion  about  the 
"Education  of  Woman."  Two  girls  were  on  each  side,  who  were 
carefully  kept  in  ** order"  by  a  president,  who  tinkled  her  bell 
when  there  seemed  to  be  undue  excitement.  The  conclusion  of 
the  argument  was  very  gratifying,  as  the  opposei:s  of  the  education 
of  woman  were  won  over  to  the  other  side  by  the  powerful  argu- 
ments in  its  favor.  At  the  close  the  president,  in  a  few  fitting 
words,  earnestly  recommended  the  subject  to  the  women  of  Spain. 
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Then  followed  some  compositions  in  Spanish  and  French.  A  dia- 
logue in  English,  carried  on  by  Spanish  girls,  created  some  amuse- 
ment, as  much  from  the  piquancy  of  the  pronunciation  as  from  the 
graphic  way  in  which  the  old  "schoolma'am "  managed  her 
scholars. 

The  last  exercise  of  the  evening  was  a  gymnastic  exhibition 
and  fan  drill,  which  seemed  to  please  all  the  spectators.  I  suppose 
it  is  the  first  time  such  an  exercise  has  formed  part  of  school 
training  for  girls  in  Spain. 

The  rain  continued  on  Wednesday,  and  yet  the  older  girls,  in- 
cluding the  graduating  class,  went  bravely  through  the  appointed 
exercises.  More  than  once  we  longed  for  a  larger  audience  to 
appreciate  the  work  of  these  bright  Spanish  girls. 

My  father  presented  the  diplomas  to  the  graduating  class,  who 
had  chosen,  at  his  suggestion,  for  their  motto,  La  Luz  (The  Light). 
The  Spanish  pastor  spoke  a  few  words  of  stimulation  to  the  class 
as  well  as  to  those  who  are  hoping  to  follow  in  their  footsteps, 
and  Mr.  Gulick,  after  a  short  discourse,  pronounced  the  benedic- 
tion. In  the  evening  the  pupils  in  music,  assisted  by  the  teachers, 
gave  a  musical  entertainment,  which  seemed  to  be  greatly  enjoyed 
by  a  large  audience,  which  had  dropped  in  between  the  showers. 

We  feel  as  we  look  back  over  the  year  that  it  has  been  one  of 
blessing.  Not  only  has  the  standard  of  study  been  raised,  but  the 
ideal  of  Christian  living  seems  nearer  than  ever  before. 

These  girls  possess  great  possibilities  of  development.  The 
Spanish  Protestants  are  looking  to  us  to  carry  on  the  work  which 
is  rapidly  passing  out  of  the  condition  of  "  experiment." 

Is  it  not  the  duty  of  American  girls  and  women,  who  have  re- 
ceived so  many  precious  privileges,  to  share  them  with  this  people, 
who  are,  in  the  providence  of  God,  looking  to  us  to  give  their 
daughters  a  truly  Christian  education? 

Is  it  not  a  privilege — God-given — to  place  in  this  land  one  Chris- 
tian Home  school,  which  shall  be  a  blessing  for  Spain  to  all  eternity? 

Let  each  heart  reply  to  these  questions  in  the  quiet  hour  before 
God,  and  the  solemn  answer  will  be  one  which  will  bring  joy  and 
rest  to  many  waiting  hearts. 

44^ 

BIBLE  WORK   IN  CHIHUAHUA. 

BY   MRS.    OERTKUDE   C.  EATON. 

Said  a  Baptist  missionary  of  successful  experience  in  mission 
work  in  Mexico,  "I  would  not  employ  a  Bible-woman  here  in 
Mexico,  under  any  consideration  whatever."  His  position  is  sub- 
stantially our  own,  mainly  for  the  following  reasons:  First,  the 
effect  upon  the  other  women  of  the  congregation  is  bad:  if  one  of 
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thoir  number  receives  a  salary  for  doing  the  work  in  which  all 
should  bo  interested,  thoy  naturally  leave  all  for  her  to  do,  ainoe 
tliis  is  what  shu  is  paid  for.  Secondly,  the  effect  is  bad  npon  the 
familius  visited.  They  say,  *'  O,  she  is  paid  for  coming  to  see  ui ; 
it  is  not  from  love  to  us ;  we  could  do  the  same  were  we  also  paid." 
But  if  they  know  that  t!ie  woman  who  enters  their  house  and  seats 
herself  with  open  Bible  to  read,  is  tlie  mother  of  a  family,  having 
the  same  household  duties  that  they  themselves  have  to  perform, 
and  with  siicrifice  of  time  and  convenience  has  come  to  make  tiiis 
call,  the  cfifort  is  appreciated,  and  there  is  more  probability  that 
the  Word  will  be  listencil  to  and  accepted. 

Letters  are  received  occasionally  asking  about  the  work  of  a 
Bible-woman  supposed  to  bo  employed  In  this  mission.  It  liss 
been  my  pleasure  tu  reply  that  no  Bible-woman  is  paid  by  us,  nor 
do  we  wish  to  cuf^age  one,  so  long  as  every  Christian  woman  in  the 
church  rightly  feels  that  she  is  called  to  take  part  in  this  work  of 
enlightening  her  sisters. 

The  adult  class  of  women  in  our  Sunday-school  numbers  thirty, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  twenty-five.  Nearly  all  of  them  are 
also  present  at  the  woman's  Bible  study  and  prayer-meeting  held 
every  Tuesday  afternoon;  and  the  accounts  there  given  of  work 
done,  and  the  requests  made  for  prayer  for  certain  individuals,  give 
a  remarkable  freshness  and  interest  to  our  meetings.  Some  of  the 
women  are  more  especially  pledged  to  this  work  of  visiting  houses, 
having  promised  to  give  at  least  one  afternoon  a  week  to  it,  and  are 
called  the  **  Willing  Workers."  But  I  do  not  know  of  a  drone  in  the 
hive;  all,  according  to  their  capacity  and  opportunity,  are  workers 
for  Jesus.  One  woman  who  seldom  goes  out,  but  who  is  veiy  hos- 
pitable, finds  chances  among  those  who  come  to  spend  a  few  days 
with  her.  One  family,  a  young  man  and  his  wife,  are  now  con- 
stant attendants  at  the  services,  having  received  the  gospel  from  the 
one  who  dispensed  to  them  the  hospitality  of  her  home.  Yester- 
day this  sister  asked  our  prayers  for  another  couple  that  is  now  in 
her  house,  and  who  had  promised  to  attend  the  Thursday  evening 
prayer-meeting  with  her.  Another  man  has  come  for  several 
Sundays,  as  the  result  of  faithful  visiting  and  reading  of  the  Word 
by  one  of  these  women,  who  herself,  when  converted,  did  not  even 
know  how  to  read,  and  who  had  led  a  life  of  open  sin.  This  man 
is  in  need  of  the  prayers  and  help  of  the  Christian  brethren  to 
enable  him  to  persevere,  as  his  wife  opposes  him  in  every  way, 
threatening  to  leave  him  if  he  continues  going  to  the  house  of  the 
Protestants,  or,  as  she  expresses  it,  *^  following  the  Devil." 

At  the  opening  of  the  reading-room  in  February,  there  were  a 
number  of  visitors  present  for  the  first  time,  through  the  invitfr- 
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tions  of  the  women;  and  as  attendance  upon  only  one  gathering 
held  on  mission  premises  is  enough  to  stigmatize  them  as  '^  Prot- 
testants,"  it  is  an  encouragement  to  have  them  present  even  at  an 
entertainment  of  such  a  miscellaneous  character  as  that,  which  in- 
cluded music,  readings,  and  sciopticon  views.  Many  of  the  expe- 
riences of  our  women  are  very  disheartening  and  humiliating. 
On  one  occasion  a  sister  offered  to  lend  a  Gospel  in  a  house  where 
she  was  unknown.  It  was  gladly  accepted,  and  she  promised  to 
return  in  a  week  to  receive  it,  or  the  money.  When  she  made  her 
second  visit  it  was  to  find  only  averted  faces  and  cold  looks.  The 
woman  who  had  received  the  Gospel  wanted  to  know  what  she 
meant  by  bringing  her  poisonous  Protestant  books  there,  and  said 
that  if  she  had  known  what  the  book  was  she  would  never  have  taken 
it,  and  it  had  been  sent  to  the  Padre  Valentine  to  be  burned.  Our 
woman  replied  meekly  that  no  deception  had  been  used;  there 
had  been  offered  her  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  she 
knew  not  what  she  had  refused  in  sending  that  little  book  away. 
But  our  sister  left  the  house  amid  the  jeers  of  a  number  who  de- 
clared she  deserved  to  be  burnt  with  all  her  heretical  books.  The 
Mexicans  are  exceedingly  sensitive,  and  such  experiences  make  it 
hard  for  our  workers  to  persevere;  but  they  do.  A  woman  who  is 
now  attending  the  meetings  constantly  was  greatly  affected  the 
first  time  she  heard  the  Bible  read  by  one  of  our  workers.  She 
said  that  she  had  never  heard  anything  so  beautiful,  and  had  not 
known  that  such  a  book  as  the  Bible  existed.  We  are  thankful 
that  she  has  persevered,  in  spite  of  bitter  opposition  from  husband 
and  friends.  These  are  only  a  few  of  the  interesting  cases  that 
keep  coming  to  our  knowledge.  Many  of  them,  alas!  prove  to 
belong  to  the  first  three  classes  of  hearers  rather  than  to  the  last 
mentioned  in  the  Parable  of  the  Sower;  but  our  confidence  is  in 
Him  who  hath  said  of  his  word,  '*  It  shall  not  return  unto  me  void, 
but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please." 

♦♦♦ . 
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So  many  of  our  young  people  are  specially  interested  in  Euphrates  Col- 
lege, they  will  be  glad  to  read  the  following  from  the  pen  of  its  President, 
Mr.  Wheeler  :— 

The  first  point  to  be  noticed  is  the  remarkably  increased  inter- 
est in  all  parts  of  our  mission  field  in  female  education,  leading  to 
constantly  increasing  calls  from  our  cities  and  larger  towns,  as  well 
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08  from  other  mission  stations,  for  the  best  teachers  which  the  col- 
Icf^e  c:in  furnish.  ( >ut8idu  the  collc(;e,  witli  its  about  two  hundred 
and  thirty  ]iupiU  uf  all  ^nidcs,  from  the  primary  to  the  college 
propur,  there  have  been  under  instruction  about  fifteen  hundred 
woinun  and  ^\v\\a, 

The  most  remarkable  advance  has  been  seen  in  the  eagerness  of 
young  latlies  to  enter  the  college  grade,  and  the  willingness  of  their 
parents  to  aid  them  in  so  doing;  not  only  paying  their  bills,  but~ 
a  thing  impossible  but  a  very  few  years  ago— allowing  and  even  en- 
couni^ing  them  to  run  the  risk  of  remaining  unmarried  long  enough 
to  complete  the  course.  Kun  the  lisk,  I  say,  for  for  a  girl  to 
remain  unmarrioil  is  reganlcd  as  more  than  a  misfortune,  and  not 
long  ago  a  girl  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  was  regarded  as  a 
permanent "  stay-at-home," — the  Oriental  for  *'  old  maid."  Provi- 
dentially we  have  now  a  new  name  for  such, — ''  antique,"  which 
in  that  land  means  something  precious.  Not  many  antiques,  how- 
ever, can  wo  retain  to  adoni  tlie  college  and  honor  their  sex  as  pro- 
f ossora  in  the  college,  and  teachers  in  high  schools  outside,  for  un- 
fortunately— ^fortunately,  I  should  rather  say — there  has  been  such 
a  change — revolution,  I  might  call  it — in  public  sentiment  in  some 
quarters  that  education  adds  to  the  value  of  a  young  lady  in  the 
matrimonial  market,  and  with  such  the  lapse  of  more  than  twenty 
years  is  by  no  means  a  sign  that  tlieir  day  has  passed.  In  1886 
one  of  our  three  chief  teachers,  a  young  lady  of  twenty-four,  was 
wooed  and  won  by  a  young  missionary  in  Persia,  a  graduate  of 
our  college.  During  the  year  we  have  welcomed  back  from  Erz- 
room,  where  she  had  taught  throe  years  in  your  female  seminary, 
Miss  Nazloo  Neuejanian  (see  chapter  31st  of  '*  Grace  Illustrated"), 
another  of  the  ''  throe  "  whom  we  lent  to  them  for  a  time,  and  who 
is  filling  the  chair  recently  endowed  by  your  gift  of  $2,600 ;  to  which 
chair  I  suggest  that  a  name  be  given.  Our  corps  of  nine  teachers, 
to  whom  are  to  be  added  as  many  assistants  who  both  teach  and 
study,  are  a  joy  of  heart  to  us. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  increasing  interest  in  what  is 
called  higher  education.  When  in  1869  some  of  us  began  to  use 
the  word  college  in  connection  with  the  girls,  we  were  warned  to 
desist,  and  told  that  no  girl  would  ever  complete  the  very  long 
course  of  study  for  four  years  which  we  then  ventured  to  propose; 
and  such  was  my  own  lack  of  large  faith,  that  when,  in  1882, 1 
erected  the  fine  building  for  the  female  department,  I  only  ven- 
tured to  provide  for  thirty-two  in  the  college  section,  saying,  "  If 
I  live  twenty  years  I  may  see  these  seats  filled."  The  number  in 
that  department  in  1887,  after  five  yeai*s,  has  risen  to  forty-eight, 
outnumbering  that  of  the  young  men.    While  speaking  of  teachers, 
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I  should  have  said  that  three  of  the  male  professors,  married  itien, 
of  course,  also  give  instruction  in  the  female  department,  teaching 
such  branches  as  Arabo-Turkish,  Armenian  classics,  Natural  The- 
ology, and  Physics. 

Two  years  ago  we  added  a  fifth  year  to  the  four  of  the  college 
course  in  both  the  male  and  female  departments.  The  courses  of 
study,  of  course,  differ  materially,  the  young  ladies  having  no 
Latin,  Greek,  or  French,  nor  so  much  Turkish  and  mathematical 
study,  and  the  young  men  having  no  botany,  plain  and  ornamental 
sewing,  nor  instruction  in  household  duties,  such  as  cooking  and 
whatever  is  required  of  them  to  elevate  the  home. 

The  young  ladies  also  devote  more  time  to  music,  instrumental 
included,  a  *'baby  organ"  finding  its  place  even  in  the  primary 
grade,  and  the  tuition  in  this,  as  in  other  branches,  being  but  half 
what  is  charged  in  the  male  department  for  the  same  branches. 
I  hardly  need  say  that,  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  necessary  seclu- 
sion of  the  boarding  girls  from  general  society,  and  the  fact  that 
most  of  their  teachers  live  with  them  in  the  Home  department  of 
the  school,  they  are  brought  into  closer  contact  with  their  teachers, 
both  missionary  and  native,  and  are  thus  more  directly  and  power- 
fully influenced  religiously.  In  a  word,  with  the  difference  that 
day  pupils  are  received,  the  college  is  an  Oriental  South  Hadley. 

Would  that  a  delegation  from  your  Board  might  visit  us,  espe- 
cially on  some  Commencement  week;  attend  the  examinations  of 
the  classes  in  the  four  grades  of  the  school;  witness  the  public 
exercises;  mingle  with  the  eager  but  select  crowds  from  far  and 
near  who  are  privileged — as  the  masses  are  not — to  pass  the  guard 
at  the  outer  gate  and  enter  and  pack  to  its  utmost  capacity  our 
"harem";  sit  with  the  missionaries,  pastors  of  the  churches,  col- 
lege professors,  and  native  trustees  upon  the  stage  during  Com- 
mencement exercises,  and  look  into  the  earnest,  upturned  faces 
of  the  audience,  so  quiet  and  so  attentive  to  every  word  of  the 
essays  read  by  the  graduating  girls;  observe  the  dignified  self-pos- 
session of  the  young  ladies  themselves;  and,  last  of  all,  witness  the 
joy  of  their  parents  as,  at  the  close,  they  rise  from  their  seats  of 
honor  in  front  of  the  stage,  to  receive  with  their  children  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  crowd  upon  their  having  reached  this  happy 
day.  I  am  sure  that  your  delegates,  having  seen  so  much,  would 
bring  home  to  you,  too,  congratulations  upon  your  share  in  such  a 
work  accomplished  for  the  elevation  of  women.  But  learning  the 
fact  that,  from  the  first  commencement  till  now,  all  these  girl  grad- 
uates have  been  followers  of  Christ,  and  still  better,  following  them 
in  their  work  for  him  in  the  schools  and  the  thousands  of  homes 
reached  and  blessed  by  their  influence  in  the  scores  of  communi- 
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ties  in  which  they  have  labored,  not  only  in  oar  own  field,  but 
in  neighboring  missions,  I  am  sure  they  would  take  a  still  more 
encouraging  view  of  the  work,  and  join  with  us  still  more  heartily 
in  our  oft  repeated  "  Praise  the  I^rd  for  all  this." 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  and  effi- 
ciency of  Miss  Daniels,  who,  left  tlius  suddenly  to  take  a  place  of 
such  responsibility,  has  done  herself  no  little  honor,  and  proved 
the  truth  of  the  Master's  promise  to  be  with  his  servants  always. 

She  would,  however,  ere  now  have  sunk  under  her  burdens,  had 
not  Mrs.  Allen  rendered  efficient  aid  both  in  teaching  and  superin- 
tending. More  recently,  too,  Miss  Seymour,  finding  herself  unequal 
to  the  hardships  of  touring  among  the  out-stations,  has  been  aiding 
in  the  school.  If  we  succeed  in  finding  two  ladies  to  join  our 
ranks,  it  is  proposed  that  they  unite  the  labor  of  touring  with 
that  of  teaching,  thus  lessening  the  risk  of  breaking  down  under 
continuous  pressure  upon  one  spot  in  the  brain. 


ELIAB. 

Communing  with  his  own  g^at  heart, 
Eliab  thought  to  dwell  apart 
From  others,  filling  all  his  days 
With  sacrifico  of  prayer  and  praise. 

Learned  iu  all  wisdom  of  the  wise, 
Possessed  of  wealth  he  well  might  prize, 
His  sated  soul  grew  dark  within 
By  pondering  on  earth's  wrong  and  sin. 

**  This  life  is  worthless  all,  and  vain; 
My  heart  is  sick  with  bitter  pain/' 
He  said;  **  the  ages  that  have  been, 
Like  this  dark  age,  are  all  of  sin. 

"  I  caro  not  longer  to  behold 
Tho  wretchedness  the  years  infold; 
Men  toil  and  struggle,  strive  and  cry, 
Availing  not, — I  would  but  die." 

An  aged  priest,  a  holy  man. 
Discerning  dimly  God's  great  plan. 
An  herb  of  healing  brought,  and  laid 
Upon  Eliab's  palm,  and  said: 

**  Brother  beloved,  go  forth,  and  bear 
This  herb  of  healing  virtues  rare 
To  wretched  homes.    When  seven  men 
Are  healed,  I'll  come  to  thee  again." 

Eliab  turned  his  steps  within 
The  homes  of  misery  and  sin 
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"Where  poverty,  and  crime,  and  pain 
On  human  hearts  left  darkest  stain. 

And  as  he  went  from  door  to  door, 
His  wealth  bore  comforts  to  the  poor; 
The  ignorant  his  wisdom  learned. 
The  sad  for  consolation  turned. 

The  sick  rejoiced  in  health  anew ; 
The  friendless,  in  a  friend  so  true; 
But  when  were  healed  the  seven  men, 
The  priest  Eliab  sought  again. 

"  I  bring  to  thee  the  herb  of  Death, 
Since  thou  art  we^y  of  thy  breath," 
He  said;  "  for  Heaven  has  heard  thy  cry. 
And,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  mayest  die." 

*'Nay,  God  forbidi"  Eliab  cried; 

**  It  shames  me  that  I  would  have  died 

Ere  kindly  deed  my  hand  had  done. 

Or  life  worth  living  had  begun. 

**  The  way  so  dark  grows  bright  to  me; 
Life's  use  and  meaning  now  I  see: 
Who  loves  and  seeks  to  do  God's  will. 
Must  love  and  serve  his  brother  still. 

"Touch  other  lives;  reach  out  the  hand 
To  lift  the  fallen,  help  them  stand; 
Put  selfish  joy  and  ease  aside. 
To  save  the  souls  for  whom  Christ  died." 

— Sabbath  Recorder* 

•♦♦- 
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LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

With  this  number  we  close  the  twentieth  year  in  the  life  of 
our  magazine.  The  child  of  many  prayers,  sent  forth  twenty 
years  ago  '^  without  a  paid  editress,  without  a  subscriber,  without 
a  pledged  contributor,  without  even  a  public  room  from  which  it 
could  be  sent  out,''  it  has  now  reached  the  age  of  womanhood.  A 
brief  sketch  of  its  history  in  its  first  decade  was  given  ten  years 
ago,  which  we  will  briefly  recapitulate.  Its  first  number  was 
issued  in  March,  1869,  in  obedience,  it  was  believed,  to  Providen- 
tial leading.  A  thousand  copies  were  pnnted  and  sent  to  auxilia- 
ries, life  members,  and  other  individuals  interested  in  the  work, 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  being  the  first  snbscrib- 
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era.  Two  yoara  later  its  subscription  list  nnmbered  five  thouumcL 
The  *' Children's  Corner/'  printed  in  the  first  nnmbers,  developed 
in  1870  into  '*  Echoes  from  Lifk  aitd  Light,"  also  issned  sepa- 
rately, and  circulated  in  Sunday-schools.  In  1871  there  was  an 
addition  of  oi{;ht  paj^es,  under  the  care  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
the  Interior.  It  was  issued  quarterly  till  1878,  when  it  was 
changed  to  a  monthly  publication;  two  years  later  a  change  of 
type  Hecurcd  a  tliird  more  ix^ading  matter;  in  1876  the  children's 
matter  wuh  transferred  to  the  last  page  of  The  IFielJspHiH/,  giving 
eijrlkt  extra  pa);cs  fur  f^eneral  use;  in  1879  four  pages  were  added 
for  a  "Youuf]^  People's  Department,"  and  four  pages  also  to  be 
under  the  euro  of  the  Board  of  the  Pacific.  We  particularly 
rejoiced  in  this  last  addition,  since  it  afforded  an  opportunity  in 
our  magazine  to  present  the  woman's  foreign  missionary  work  in 
our  Congregational  eliiirchcs  as  one  grand  whole — a  strong  three- 
fold eord,  belting  our  own  country  and  extending  to  women  and 
clkildren  around  th(>  world.  Financially,  the  magazine  has  always 
been  suceessful.  AVlien  it  was  changed  from  a  quarterly  to  a 
monthly  without  inereasc  in  price,  although  the  circulation  was 
much  enlarged,  for  four  years  the  receipts  did  not  cover  the  added 
expenditure.  With  this  exception  it  has  always  paid  its  own 
expenses,  <ind  while  it  was  a  quarterly  its  receipts  also  met  the 
cost  of  administration  in  the  Society. 

During  the  last  nine  years  there  have  been  various  propositions 
for  the  enlargement  of  our  periodical,  but  none  have  seemed  quite 
feasible.  Now  that  we  are  out  of  our  *'  teens,"  however,  and  just 
to  enter  upon  our  third  decade,  it  gives  great  pleasure  to  announce 
to  our  readers  that  with  the  January  number  we  propose  to  visit 
our  friends  in  an  enlarged  form,  with  a  different  shape,  and  eight 
additional  pages  of  matter.  With  new  paper,  slightly  larger  type^ 
and  an  attractive  cover,  we  trust  our  personal  api>earance  will 
meet  the  approval  of  all.  Through  special  effort  we  have  been 
able  to  make  financial  arrangements  so  that  we  feel  warranted  in 
making  the  change  for  1880  without  increasing  the  subscription 
price.  For  the  following  years  we  must  depend  largely  on  the 
increase  in  cii*culation  to  meet  expenses.  We  wish  most  earnestly 
to  lay  this  matter  on  the  heart  of  every  one  of  our  readers  and  of 
every  friend  of  our  Board.  For  several  years  we  have  felt  that 
the  circulation  of  Life  and  Light  has  not  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  work  in  other  departments.  Our  present  list  of 
subscribers  numbers  about  16,000.  The  three  Boards  which  it 
represents  have  a  constituency  of  over  300,000  female  church- 
membera,  and  the  membership  in  the  auxiliaries  must  at  least 
reach  76,000.    Is  it  too  much  to  ask  that  the  circulation  should 
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reach  30,000  during  the  coming  year?  If  some  one  lady  in  each  of 
the  3,500  Congregational  churches  in  the  country  would  undertake 
to  secure  four  new  subscribers  in  her  own  church,  the  work 
would  be  quickly  and  easily  done.  We  do  not  mean  to  limit  any 
one  to  this  number  by  any  means,  as  all  workers  know  that  it  is 
necessary  for  certain  ones  to  make  up  for  the  failures  of  others,  and 
the  numbers  in  large  churches  must  be  greater  than  in  the  small 
ones.  We  are  fully  aware,  also,  that  **  what  is  everybody's  busi- 
ness is  nobody's  business,"  and  that  general  requests  often  have 
but  little  effect.  For  this  reason  we  make  bold  to  ask  that  at  the 
next  meeting  of  each  one  of  the  auxiliaries  of  the  three  Boards 
some  lady  be  appointed  for  this  purpose;  or,  possibly,  a  simpler 
way  may  be  for  the  officers  of  each  auxiliary — the  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  each — to  pledge  herself  to 
secure  at  least  one  new  name.  In  churches  where  there  are  no 
organizations  connected  with  either  Board,  we  trust  there  may  be 
some  one  lady  who  will  be  willing  to  interest  herself  and  others  in 
this  movement.  May  we  not  celebrate  the  close  of  1888  by  this 
trifling  effort  for  our  Lord  ?  May  it  not  be  done  at  the  blessed 
Christmas  time,  when  all  nations  are  clothed  in  gladness  on 
account  of  the  wonderful  advent  of  Him  who  brought  Life  and 
Light  to  all  the  world? 

This  may  be  called  the  business  side  of  our  magazine.  Let  us 
turn  for  a  few  moments  to  the  more  spiritual  side.  As  we  turn 
the  leaves  of  the  different  volumes  the  question  arises.  Has  the 
magazine  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  started,  as 
announced  in  the  first  lines  in  the  first  number  issued, — '^  to  carry 
intelligence  to  the  Christian  women  of  America  from  our  mission- 
ary sisters  abroad,  and  from  those  for  whom  they  are  laboring" — 
has  this  purpose  been  fulfilled  ?  Every  month  for  the  last  sixteen 
years,  and  every  quarter  for  the  four  years  previous,  this  ''  intelli- 
gence," which  has  been  received  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  has 
been  gathered  together,  put  into  convenient  shape,  and  sent  to  all 
the  Christian  women  of  America  who  cared  to  receive  it  sufficiently 
to  pay  the  small  subscription  price.  We  believe  that  through  its 
pages  many  missionary  names  have  become  first  familiar,  then 
beloved.  There  are  some  that  gleam  out  from  every  volume  from 
the  first,  and  which  still  continue  there  dear  as  household  words, 
and  there  are  others  which  have  been  transferred  from  the  earthly 
to  the  heavenly  roll  of  workers.  Through  their  pens,  so  often 
tipped  with  fire,  their  work  has  lost  its  vagueness  and  become 
vivid  reality.  Those  for  whom  they  work  have  more  and  more 
come  to  be  real  people — women  like  oui*selves,  with  the  same 
needs  and  capabilities — the   needs    unsupplied,  the  capabilities 
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Btuntcd,  benumbed,  maclo  well-nigh  useleBS,  by  the  intolerabl* 
burdens  tliat  )>roKH  upon  them.  To  those  who  have  responded  to 
their  bittur  rry,  have  they  not  grown  to  be  as  of  one  family  in 
Christ  Jesus? 

While  wo  honestly  believe  these  results  have  in  great  measure 
followed  the  careful  reading  of  the  magazine,  the  question  in- 
trudoH  iUielf  ns  to  whether  the  best  |)os8ible  intelligence  has  been 
given;  whether  it  has  boon  put  into  the  most  attractive  form,  and 
alTorded  a  ntrong  stimulus  to  arouse  abiding  interest  in  the  cause. 
Of  one  thing  we  arc  very  sure — there  are  none  who  feel  its  deficien- 
cies in  this  regard  more  keenly  than  those  who  have  the  special 
care  in  its  issue.  When  this  feeling  is  uppermost,  it  gives  us  new 
courage  to  receive  words  of  cheer  like  these,  all  received  within  a 
week  of  the  time  of  writing. 

''  You  do  not  suppose,  do  you,  that  I  could  ever  stop  to  look  at 
the  reeortl  on  the  cover  when  I  am  in  such  a  hurry  to  see  the  con- 
tents of  the  magazine  ?** 

••  (tet  along  without  Life  and  Light?    Of  course  I  cannot." 

*•  1  have  Ix^en  for  many  yoare  a  subscriber  for  this  very  interest- 
ing and  hel])f  ul  magazine,  but  liad  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  it  up, 
as  I  am  Uiking  three  otlier  magazines,  and  my  son  another.  I  took 
up  my  pen  to  write  and  stop  it,  but  glancing  over  the  contents  of 
September  number,  conclude  that  I  must  take  it  another  year." 

**Th()ugh  I  have  been  for  ten  years  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  have  all  tlicir  periodicals,  I  cannot  do  without  my  old  friends 
LiFK  AND  Lkjiit  and  the  i/eraW." 

*'  Indeed  I  do  like  the  magazine  so  much  I  feel  I  could  not  get 
along  without  it." 

'*  The  Icist  number,  giving  the  missionary  report  of  schools  and 
teachers,  was  exceedingly  interesting  to  mo." 

''Cannot  do  without  Lifk  and  Ligut,  and  the  interest  is  ifci- 
creasing  in  it  in  our  society." 

Of  the  conduct  of  the  magazine  in  the  future  and  the  matter  to 
be  given,  what  shall  we  say?    "Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his 
harness  boast  himself  as  he  that  puttetli  it  off."    We  can  only  say 
that  we  will  spare  no  pains  to  make  it  what  it  should  be — a  truth- 
ful, vivid  record  of  foreign  missionary  work  among  women  and 
children.     Let  us  always  remember  that  it  is  not  its  sphere  to  give 
any  exciting  fictions,  nor  in  any  remote  way  to  compete  with  secu- 
lar publications,  or  oven  to  be  "  entertaining."      The  themes  on 
which  it  dwells  are  too  important,  too  serious,  too  sacred,  to  admit 
of  nny  Jofty  flights  of  imagmaitvoTi.    ^^?kX^^Q\3LN\\v^^\,'a\"Wi,^\wA 
the  story  of  missionary  worAt  doe»  xio\.  xv^ed  ^t^i  «>MiV  «a^^^\^sv- 
meiit.      We  believe  the  time  la  ia&^  v^^^m^  ^Veii.  ^1  ^\>2M8«a^, 
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women,  except  the  ignorant  and  the  careless,  believe  that  the 
records  of  missionary  life  must  necessarily  be  stupid.  That  Chris- 
tian heart  must  be  dull  indeed  that  feels  no  thrill  at  the  story  of  the 
progress  of  the  gospel  in  the  world.  Is  not  every  page  of  this  story 
full  of  interest,  whether  it  tells  of  the  conflict  of  nations,  or  of  the 
patient  labor  of  men  and  women  in  remote  villages  laying  founda- 
tions for  Christian  communities  that  shall  one  day  become  an 
irresistible  power  among  the  Lord's  hosts?  Let  us  remember  that 
to  remove  the  sticks  and  stones  from  before  the  chariot  wheels  of 
our  Lord,  is  no  less  a  part  of  his  work  than  to  follow  in  his  foot- 
steps with  an  army  with  banners;  that  the  turning  of  a  soul  to 
Christ  needs  his  personal,  miraculous  power  just  as  surely  as  the 
stopping  of  the  waters  of  the  Jordan  while  the  ark  of  God  stood 
in  their  midst. 

Once  more  we  wish  to  ask  that  you  consider  this  magazine  as 
yours,  dear  friends.  Will  you  not  in  some  measure  feel  responsible 
for  its  good  name?  Give  it  your  best  thoughts  as  to  methods  of 
work  in  the  home  churches;  the  good  cheer  of  any  successful 
effort  to  the  cause  that  may  come  to  your  knowledge;  any  joyful 
tidings  that  may  have  come  to  you  from  far  or  near;  any  helpful 
thought  that  mny  lead  to  courage  and  zeal  in  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  in  the  earth.  Above  all,  give  it 
your  prayers  for  its  best  success  in  every  department. 


-*♦»- 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 

The  twenty-first  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  will  be  held  in  Plymouth  Church,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Public  meetings  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Jan.  16  and  17,  1889. 
Meeting  for  delegates  only  will  occupy  Tuesday,  January  15th. 

All  ladies  interested  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present.  The 
ladies  of  Worcester  will  be  happy  to  entertain  in  their  homes  all 
regularly  accredited  delegates  or  their  substitutes,  and  mission- 
aries. All  such  desiring  entertainment  are  requested  to  send  their 
names,  before  December  15th,  to  Mrs.  Albert  Bryant,  3  Grout  Court, 
Worcester.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  should  any  ladies  who 
have  sent  their  names  decide  not  to  attend,  the  committee  b« 
promptly  notified,  that  their  places  may  be  filled.  To  any  besides 
delegates  who  may  desire  to  secure  board,  suitable  places  at  rea- 
sonable rates  will  be  recommended  on  application  to  the  address 
given  above. 


4G4  LIFK  AND  LIGHT. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  BRANCH. 


TiiK  tliirteontli  .luiiual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
siuuB  was  held   October    ICth    and   17Ui,  iu  Tompkins  Ayenne 
Church,  Brooklyn.  ^    -^ 

The  meeting  throughout  was  earnest  and  helpful,  the  annual 
reports  of  the  secretaries  and  treasurer  givtnlf  some  shadows  as 
well  as  many  lights  by  the  way.  Our  thank-oCfbring,  which 
amounted  to  $518.05,  was  given  to  the  special  fund  for  Japan. 

Miss  Stan  wood  brought  greetings  from  Boston,  and  alao  oon- 
ducted  the  Young  Ladies'  Hour,  giving  words  of  encouragement^ 
and  urging  to  still  greater  selfHsacrifice  in  missionary  work.  Miss 
Leitch,  of  Ceylon,  gave  a  most  thiilling  address.  As  she  stood 
before  us,  telling  of  the  work  done,  of  the  sacrifices  made  by  native 
Christians, — how  they,  in  their  poverty,  consecrate  a  tenth  to  the 
Lord  in  order  that  his  work  may  be  carried  on, — and  as  her  earnest 
words  showed  how  entirely  her  own  life  was  consecrated  to  the 
Master^s  use,  some  were  compelled  to  ask  themselves  the  question, 
**  Am  I  really  a  Christian  if  I  am  content  to  do  so  little  for  this 
work  so  dear  to  her  heart  and  to  that  of  the  Master?  " 

The  papers  on  How  to  Present  Foreign  Missions  to  our 
Churches  were  not  only  interesting  but  very  suggestive,  and  must 
provu  helpful  to  the  workers  as  they  go  back  to  their  various 
churches. 

Kcv.  E.  A.  Jjawrcnee  gave  impressions  gained  by  visiting 
various  mission  stations. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Storrs  closed  the  meeting  with  strong  words  of  appre- 
ciation for  the  Woman's  Board. 

The  hospitality  so  cordially  extended  to  the  delegates  was 
fully  appreciated,  !ind  none  but  pleasant  memories  linger  around 
this  thirteenth  anniversary.  M.  M.  S. 

^♦i- 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  BRANCH. 

*'  Maxy  waters  cannot  quench  love,"  and  the  copious  rain  of 
October  17th  did  not  in  the  least  dampen  the  ardor  of  the  women 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Branch  of  the  W.  B.  M.,  as  was  seen  in  the 
large  attendance  at  their  annual  meeting  in  Manchester.  Once 
inside  the  pleasant  Franklin  Street  Church,  amid  flowers  and 
fiMiis,  and  coi-dial  greetings,  the  storm  was  forgotten.  After  the 
devotional  services  a  most  kindly  welcome  was  gracefully  extended 
to  us  by  the  wife  of  the  pastor  of  Hanover  Street  Church,  which 
had  given  us  a  delightful  reception  on  the  previous  evening.  The 
work  of  our  missionaries  and  the  various  schools  in  which  we 
claim  a  share  was  brought  vividly  before  us,  and  also  the  efforts 
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made  by  our  auxiliaries  and  mission  circles  at  home  to  do  their 
part  in  the  same  blessed  work;  and  when  our  treasurer  reported 
that  our  contributions  for  the  year  had  been  larger  than  ever 
before,  we  all  sang,  with  grateful  hearts,  **  Praise  God,  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow.''  A  sweet  poem,  "  The  Light  of  Asia  and  the 
Light  of  the  World,"  was  read,  and  then  followed  a  precious  half- 
hour  of  prayer,  led  by  Mrs.  Capron.  A  bountiful  collation,  fur- 
nished by  the  ladies  of  the  two  churches,  was  heartily  appreciated 
by  the  three  hundred  guests  who  sat  at  the  tables  in  the  spacious 
chapel.  After  this  refreshment  and  a  social  hour  we  listened  to 
reports  from  our  county  vice-presidents,  and  to  a  kind  message  of 
remembrance  and  encouragement  sent  us  from  our  honorary  presi- 
dent, whose  absence  was  deeply  regretted ;  and  then  Mrs.  Capron 
brought  to  us  from  her  rich  treasury  of  personal  experience  with 
the  women  of  India,  pictures  from  real  life  which  made  us  love 
them,  and  long  to  share  with  them  our  best  blessings  and  our 
brightest  hopes. 

Miss  Mary  Leitch  told  us  of  the  multitudes  in  Ceylon  to  whom 
a  few  earnest  men  and  women  are  trying  to  give  the  Bread  of  Life. 
She  told  us  with  intense  feeling  of  the  joy  of  such  service;  then* 
turning  to  the  women  of  New  Hampshire,  she  asked,  **  What  are 
you  doing  for  the  famishing  millions  in  heathendom?"  With 
rapid  computation  she  showed  us  what  might  be  done  if  each  and 
every  woman  in  our  churches  would  give  but  a  penny  a  day.  How 
small  in  comparison  seemed  our  last  year's  offering,  over  which  we 
had  sung  our  doxologyl  The  last  half -hour  was  given  to  the 
children.  How  their  bright  eyes  shone  as  Miss  Leitch  talked  to 
them  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  Ceylon,  and  Mrs.  Capron  took  them 
into  her  Hindu  schools  in  Madura.  Their  prompt  responses  to 
her  questions  were  most  interesting  to  us  all,  and  their  sweet 
songs  delighted  us. 

We  were  not  sent  out  in  the  rain  at  the  close  of  the  session,  for 
our  kind  hostesses  had  provided  tea  for  us  in  the  chapel.  Here 
we  had  another  hour  of  delightful  social  intercourse,  till  the  time 
of  the  evening  session,  at  which  service  a  fine  choir,  the  two 
pastors,  Mrs.  Capron  and  Miss  Leitch,  each  gave  us  inspiration 
and  a  new  impulse  to  more  loyal  and  faithful  devotion  to  Christ 
and  his  kingdom. 

While  we  had  been  sitting  together  in  these  heavenly  places 
the  clouds  had  disappeared,  and  we  went  out  under  the  shining 
stars  remembering  that  glorious  promise,  ''They  that  be  wise 
shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever." 

IC«    £L*    !«• 
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WOMAN'S   HOARD  OF  BIIS8I0NS. 

Jtecoijttn  from  Sejttetnber  18  to  Octobor  18,  1888. 
MiHH  bLLKN  Cauuutii,  Treasurer. 


MAINK. 

Maine  Branch.^  Mm.  \V.  S. 
Dana,  Trran.  (■Head.  Moun- 
tuin    KilU.    10;    Wiitt^rfonl, 

9  Aux..  H;  Iloulton,  Mix.  ifiK>. 
H.  I*HK«',  lU;  BtinK*>r*  Aux., 
"tM;  WutcrviUc,  Aux.,  U, 

Tot  111, 

NKW   IIAMrHltlllK. 

Jffew  Hamiishire  Jirttnch.—yiiM 
A.  K.  Mflntlro,  TroaM.  Clan!- 
iiiont,  Y.  I^.  M.S.,  11;  Kcoiu*, 
Flr^t  <'ont^.  Cli.,  S.  «.  M.  B., 
70;  Fltxwilllani,  An. \., const. 
L.  M.  Mrn.  Kliza  11.  Dickiii- 
hoii.^'i;  IMyniouth,  liuiiilM)w 
liaiid,  4;i;'liiH-hrHtor,  Aiix., 
;iO;Tiltoii,  Aux.,i>ri'V.('oiitii. 
(KMiM.  li.  M.  Mr.*«.  Klizu  B. 
Col'ruii,  i'»;  Wrl)M«*r,  Mai>lu- 
W(khI  Aux.,  10;  Alt'roil,  Llt- 
th'  Cih'aiuTs,  H;  WrM  Con- 
ct)nl,  Aux.,  8;  West  Stuw- 
urtHtown,  Aux.,  8, 


46  00 
46  50 


Total, 

VERMONT. 


218  00 
'  218  00 


Vermont  Branch.— yirs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Trt'as.  Barro, Aux., 
6;  BellowH  Falls,  Thank-olT., 
13.40;  Bennington,  Children, 
7;  Bnulfonl,  Aux.,  lo.«); 
Bridport,  Aux.,  0;  Burlinff- 
ton,  Aux.,  20;  ('olclu'.stor, 
Aux.,  1:}..W;  Cornwall,  Aux. 
iinil  Thank-oflf.,  prov.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  K.  U.  Kob- 
bins.  10.30;  Dorset,  Will- 
Ing  Workers,  l.'i;  Kast  Dor- 
Bet,  Aux.,  5;  Knosl)ur{j^,Aux., 
28;  Jerieho  Centre,  Aux.,  7; 
Ludlow,  Aux.,  25;  Middle- 
bury , Aux., iS.Tr) ;  Mont  pelier, 
WlMiuK  Workers,  5.(54,  Y.  L. 
B.  prev.  conlri.  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Kdwin  Seovil.  17;  New 
Haven,  Y.  L.  Workinj?  Club, 
80;  Peru,  M.  C,  T);  Tutney, 
M.  C,  30;  Quecliee,  Aux.,  6; 
llupert,  M.  U.,  10;  Shore- 
ham,  Aux.,  .'W.50;  Spring- 
field, Aux.,  15,  Thank-off., 
17.75;  Strafford,  Aux.,  11; 
UnderhiU,  Aux.,  15;  Wall- 
ingford,  Aux.,  5;  West 
Charleston,  King's  Messen- 
gers, 2.20;  West  Glover, 
Aux.,  13;  Windsor,  Aux., 
const.  L.  M's  Miss  Emily  J. 
Mcludoe,  Mrs.  Lucy  Lamb, 
BO,  458  72 

Total,  458  72 


I  XASSACHD8ETT8. 

Jndoverand  fTobum  Branch.^ 
Miss  £.  F.  Wilder,  Treas. 
Mi'lroMe,  A  Friend,  6;  Bil- 
lerlca,  Aux.,  :i:  West  Med- 
ford,  Aux.,  IS,  Moniin^  Star 
M.    C,   6;    Andover,    Son- 

IHMIIUH,   13.48, 

Bam»tawe  Branch,— tllivA  A. 
fcinuw,  Treas.  Yarmouth, 
Aux., 

Ewex  North  iTraneA.— Miss 
C.  A.  Osgood,  Treas.  Ips- 
wich, First  Ch.,  Aux., 

Eseex  South  Branch,  —  Miss 
S.  W.  Clark,  Tieas.  Man- 
Chester,  Aux.,  of  wb.  25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Marvin,  40,  Cong.  Ch.,  Y.  P. 
8.  C.  E.,  5;  Dan  vers  Centre, 
Braiiian,  M.  B.,  12;  Glouces- 
ter, Aux., 20;  Peabody, South 
Ch.,  Aux.,  45;  Lynn,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  50;  Salem,  Taber- 
nacle Ch.,  Aux..  of  wh.  26 
from  Dr.  Choate's  Bible  01., 
181,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  30;  Middle, 
ton,  Senior  Aux.,  10,  Junior 
Aux.,  13;  South  Lynnfield, 
Aux.,  0, 

Hampshire  Co,  Branch Miss 

[.  (i.  Clarke,  Treas.  Green- 
-wich,  Aux.,  24;  Hatfield, 
Aux.,  30;  Northampton, 
First  Ch.  div.,  45, 

Middlesex  Branon.—i/Ln,  M.  W, 
Warren,  Treas.  Saxonvllle, 
Aux.,  16.80;  South  Framing- 
liam,  Aux.,  63;  Natick,  Aux., 

Middlesex  Union  Conf.  Amo.— 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Harvard  Aux.,  53.10;  West- 
ford,  Aux.,  19, 

Err(Uum.—T\ni  10  reported  in 
the  Oct.  Life  and  Light  as 
from  the  Harvard  Aux., 
should  have  been  from  the 
\\  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  Harvard. 

Norfolk  and  PiXgrim  Branch.— 
Mrs.  F.  Shaw,  Treas.  Brock- 
ton, Aux.,  60;  Rockland, 
Aux.,  21.20;  Marshfield,May- 
flowers,  6, 

Nortluimpton. — ^A  Friend, 

Old  Colony  Branch.— yi\^%  F. 
J .  Kunucls,  Treas.  Lakeville, 
Precinct  Aux., 

Springfield  Branch.— Mias  H. 
T.  H  u  c  k  i  n  £>;  h  a  m,  Treas. 
Chioopee,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
43,  Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  15;  Lud- 
low Mills,  Aux.,  30;  East 
Longmeadow,  Aux.,  73.10, 
Young   Disciples,    6.22; 


40  48 

475 

30  00 


421  00 


99  00 


113  80 


72  10 


86  20 
10  00 


90  00 


RECEIPTS. 
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Spiingfield,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
AA,  Opportunity  Seekers,  50, 
Cheerful  Workers,  20,  Hope 
Ch.,  Aux.,  63,  South  Cn., 
Aux.,  66.14,  Junior  Aux., 
18.26;  Indian  Orchard,  Aux., 
30,  Willing  Helpers,  15; 
West  Springfield,  Park  St. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  60;  Westfleld, 
Second  Ch.,  Aux.,  101.85,  635  57 
Suffolk  Bra7ich.— Miss  M.  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Auburndale, 
Willing  Hands,  6;  Boston, 
A  Friend,  5,  Union  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  15  bj'  Mrs. 
Clara  V.  Potter,  162.3;^,  Park 
St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  10;  Cambridge, 
Shepard  Ch.,  Aux.,  165,North 
Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  25 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  F.  Har- 
rington, 25  by  S.  S.,  const  L. 
M.  Esther  M.  Foxcroft,  182; 
Dedham,  Asylum  Dime 
Soc'y,  2.55;  Dorchester,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  25.75 
Thankoflf.,  157.51;  Roxbury, 
Immanuel  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wn. 
25  by  Mrs.  H.  H.  Proctor, 
const,  self.  L.  M.,  77.87,  Eliot 
Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Sar- 

Sent,  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
[artha  B.  Heath,  25,  Thomp- 
son Circle,  36  cts.,  Ferguson 
Circle,  1.41,  Eliot  Star,  4.79, 
Mayflowers,  4.66,  Olive 
Branch,  2;  West  Roxbury, 
So.  Evangelical  Ch.,  Aux., 
10.06,  816  54 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs. 
G.  W.  Russell,  Ass't  Treas. 
Ashbumham,  Aux.,  10.50; 
Spencer,  Aux.,  8;  South 
Royalston,  Busy  Bees,  10; 
Warren,  Aux.,  11.50;  South- 
bridffe,  Aux.,  77;  Worces- 
ter, Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  86.75; 
Upton,  Aux.,  31.53;  Gilbert- 
ville,  Aux.,  35.36;  North 
Brookfield,  Ilappy  Workers, 
45,  315  64 


Total, 


RHODE   ISLAND. 


2,735  08 


Rhode  Island  Branch,— Miss 
A.  T.  White,  Treas.  Provi- 
dence, Beneficent  Ch.,  Aux., 
360,  Busy  Bees,  25  cts..  Union 
Ch.,  Aux.,  610,  Central  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  25  by  Mrs.  H. 
m.  Lathrop,  const.  L.  M. 
Helen  H.  Lathrop,  25  by  Miss 
Lockwood,  const.  L.  M. 
Clara  Butfum,  75  by  Mrs.  A. 
D.  Lock  wood,  const.  L.  M's 
Eliza  W.  Taft,  Ellen  B.  Cong- 
don,  Elizabetli  C.  Baker, 
405,  O.  B.  M.  Club,  10,  North 
Ch.,  Aux.,  72.72,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  Aux.,  22,  Frieuds,  25; 


Pawtucket,  Aux.,  prev. 
contrl.  by  Mrs.  Lyman  B. 
Goff,  const.  L.  M.  Margery 
C.  Thornton,  18.37,  Y.  L.  M. 
C,  120.04,  Happy  Workers, 
11.59;  Park  Place,  Aux., 
79.54;  Saylesville,  Aux.,  7; 
Barrington,  Mission  Help- 
ers, 15;  Woonsocket,  Aux., 
30;  Little  Compton,  Aux., 
23.25;  Kingston,  Aux.,  22; 
Tiverton  ,Aux.,22;  Westerly, 
Pawcatuck,  Aux.,  15,  Y.  F. 
M.  C,  80,  1,948  76 


Total, 


CONNECTICUT. 


1,948  76 


Eastern  Conn.  Branch,— ^isa 
M.  I.  Lockwood,  Treas. 
Daniel8onville,Aux.,Thank- 
off.,  8;  Norwich,  Broadway 
Ch.,  Aux.,  50,  Park  Ch.,  Aux., 
50;  Thompson,  Aux.,  20.50; 
New  London,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  25  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Madeline  H.  Freeman, 
57.59,  186  09 

Goshen.— Mrs.  Moses  Lyman,  10  00 
Hartford  Branch.— Mrs.  G.  R. 
Shepherd,  Treas.  Canton 
Centre,  Aux.,  21;  Collins- 
ville,  Aux.,  32.05,  Hearers 
and  Doers,  45;  East  Gran  by, 
Aux.,  10,  M.C.,5;  East  Hart- 
ford, Aux.,  53 ;  East  Windsor, 
Aux.,  10;  Ellington,  Earnest 
Workers,  20;  Enfield,  The 
Gleaners,50,  Helping  Hands, 
45,  King  St.  M.  C,  7  HSranby, 
Aux.,  27.20,  Acorn  Band,  12; 
Glastonbury,  Two  Friends 
of  Missions,  106,  Cheer- 
ful Givers,  15;  Hartford, 
Asylum  Hill  M.  C,  162, 
Fourth  Ch.,  Aux.,  4.25; 
Hampton,  Aux.,  20.38;  Ken- 
sington, Aux.,  55;  Manches- 
ter, Aux.,  60;  Newlngton, 
Aux.,  93.16,  Willing  Workers, 
20,  Boys'  Independent  Cir- 
cle, 7.67;  Poquonock,  Cheer- 
ful Givers,  25;  Rocky  HiU, 
Aux.,  17.25;  RockvlUe,  Aux., 
of  wh.  25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Gibson,  46;  Rockvllle, 
Earnest  Seed-Sowers,  10; 
SuflAeld ,  Young  Ladies^ 
Soc'y,10.25 ;  Stafford  Springs, 
Aux.,  28;  South  Coventry, 
Willing  Hands,  6;  Terry- 
ville,  Aux.,  7;  Tolland,  Aux., 
40.62;  Talcottville,  Aux., 
76;  Wethersfield,  Aux., 
100,  Junior  Aux.,  15,  Weth- 
ersfield Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  85; 
Windsor  Locks,  Aux.,  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Con- 
verse, Mrs.  Robert  Watson, 
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UFK  AND  LlOin. 


Mm.  BykoH,  Mm.  J.  r.  Abbe, 
125;  \\'liitlH4>r,  Auji.,  of  wli. 
£i  by  MlriM  OUvft  Plvrmm, 
coiiMt.  L.  M.  MIhh  Alice  E. 
Monriin,  44 ^3A,  8plliitere  of 
tho  lloiinl.  A().  l^SOS  07 

New  Haven  Brtinch.—yi\%%  J. 
Twiiiln)>,TrfMH.  HinnlnKbani, 
AiiXm  10;  Ilri(lK('}M>rt,  Aux., 
<if  wh.M  by  MrM.  I>.  A.  Kel- 
voy,  iHiiirit.  M^lf  L.  M.,2ft  by 
Mrs.  BlHr>  B.  WriKht,  conHt. 
L.  M.  Mm.  KH  C.  »inlth» 
2s».}N>,  Pinit  Ch.,  S.  S.,  SO; 
Ciiniuui,  Y.  L.  Bf.  C,  15; 
Khmox,  W.  W.  1).8.,5;  liroon- 
M'lch,  ileart^rHofLlKbt, 47.74; 
Litchtlvlil,  Aux.,  55.50;  Mid. 
cllo  Ilmldum,  Aux.,  2;  Mld- 
dletown.  First  Cli.,  Aux., 
65;  New  Britain,  Centra  Ch., 
Aux.,  59^%  South  (Jh.,  Auz., 
21,  Little  Ilelncni,  5.10;  New 
Haven,  Fair  Haven.  Second 
Ch.,  Aux.,  20;  Kidgebury, 
Aux.,  5;  Salisbury.  Aux., 
22.76;  TorringUin,  Third  Ch., 
Aux.,  40;  Warren,  Aux.,  21; 
Waterbury,  Dainy  Chain, 
63.H0,  767  14 

irel*<r^6/</.— 8.  8.  CI.,  1  70 


Total, 


2,470  00 


LEGACY. 

New  Haven.—  Legacy  of  Mrs. 
Emily  W.  Colton,  600  00 

NKVr  YORK. 

RochMier.—yiTA.  A  .E.  Davison, 
2.  Children,  1.40,  8  40 

New  York  State  Branch,— M.iM 
C.  A.  Holmes,  Treas.  Patch- 
offue,  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,  13; 
Albany.  Morning  Star  M.  C, 
20;  Buffalo,  Aux.,  80,  W.  6. 
Bancroft,  M.  B.,  26,  Dr.  B. 
S.  Hambleton,20;  Bingham- 
ton.  Junior  Aux.,  32.80; 
Brooklyn,  Central  Ch.,  Aux., 
123,  Park  Ch^  Aux.,  10,  Y.  L. 
M.  S.,  17.24,  Tompkins  Ave. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  226;  Berkshire, 
Aux.,  20;  Coven  try  ville.  La- 
dies, 6.60,  M.  C,  10;  Colum- 
bus.  Ladies,  1.16;  Elmira, 
Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  26;  East 
Smithfleld,  Pa.,  Aux.,  6; 
Fairport,  Pine  Needles,  26, 
Aux.,  66.76,  Two  Friends,  10; 
Farmington,  Ladies',  2.60; 
Flushing,  Aux.,  24.72;  Glov- 
ersville,  Aux.,  3;  Greene, 
Aux.,  3.63;  Hamilton,  Aux., 
4.35;  Homer,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  46; 
Honeove,  Aux.,61.50 ;  James- 
town, Aux.,  9.31 ;  Lisle,  Aux., 
10;  Lockport,  Y.  L.  M.  B.,  6; 
Lysander,  Aux.,  30;  Millers 
Place,  Aux.,  20;  Moravia, 
Ladies,  10;  Mill  ville,  Aux., 
10;    Norwich,    Aux.,    26.30; 


Now  Haven,  Aux.,  5:KelM»it 
Aijx.,  10;  Norwood,  Anx^ 
23.50;  Napoli,  Aox.,  10;  Qz- 
ford,  Aux.,  44;  Paris,  Jndd 
M.  B.,  13;  Poiurhkeepsia, 
Aux..  prev.  oontn.  const.  L. 
M.  BIrs.  A.  B.  Stockholms 
23,  Opportunity  M.  C,  19; 
PottervlUe,  Cheerftil  Glean- 
ers, 8.60;  Randolph,  Anx., 
15;  Evergreen,  M.  8.,  6; 
Rochester,  South  Ch.,  Anx.. 
10;  Mt.  Hor,  Miss'y  Friends. 
15;  Monroe  Hill,  M.  B.,  25: 
Rodman,  Willing  Workers, 
SO;  Sandy  Creek,  Aux.,  1SJS6; 
Saratoga  Springs,  Anx.,  11; 
Sidney,  Aux.,  10;  Syraoase» 
Danforth  Ch.,  Aux.,  10;  Sher- 
burne, Aux.,  14;  Suspension 
Bridge,  Anx.,  10.75.  Penny- 
Gatherers,  88;  Sinclairvllle, 
Ladies,  10;  Sugar  Grove, 
Ladies,  8;  Tremont,  Aox., 
10;  Walton,  Aux.,  213); 
West  Groton,  Aux.,  28; 
Westmoreland,  Aux.,  24.50: 
Warsaw,  Aux.,  88.61;  West 
Bloomfleld,  Aux.,  40;  West 
Winfleld,  Ladies,  4.00.    Ex., 


86.97, 

Total, 

NBW  JBRSBT. 

East  Orange.-^A  Friend, 


1,488  00 
1,486  40 

50 
60 


Total, 

ALABAMA. 

Selma.— Cong.  Ch.,  5,  Helping 
Hands,  18.40,  S.  S.,  6.30,  29  70 


Total, 

OHIO. 

Cettorvi/te.— Maria  E.Edwards, 


29  70 

880 
880 


Total, 

DISTRICT  OF  OOLUICBIA. 

JFathington.— First  Cong.  S.  S.,    25  00 

Total,  25  01 

TBNNBSSBE. 

Grand  FSeto.— Mrs.  I.  J.  Riggs,      1  01 

Total,  1  01 

IflOHIOAN. 

Borneo.— H/Lra,  M.  A .  Dickinson,    1  00 

Total,  1  01 

DAKOTA. 

CentreviUe,—Mr8.  H.  S.  Bridg- 
man,  1  00 


General  Funds, 

Leaflets, 

Legacy, 


Total, 


Total, 


1  00 

9375  46 

88  11 

600  09 

$9,918  57 


'Una  BAss.isrc  "W.  May«  Ass't  Treas. 


LBTTEE  FROM  THE  KOBE  HOME. 


EoBB,  Japan,  Sept.  16, 188S. 

Dbab  Mrs.  Willcox:  Mies  Brown  and  I  are  alone  agifain,  as 
we  were  for  nearl;  two  years  before  Mias  Gunnieoa  came  to  ub. 
Miss  Gunnison  left  ub  last  week  to  spend  three  months  in  the 
Matsuyama,  belpiiiK  in  the  girls'  school  there.  You  saw,  of  course, 
in  the  August  Herald  the  appeal  from  the  Christians  in  that  oitf 
for  help  from  America.  The  appeal  speaks  particularly  of  the 
need  for  a  lady  missionary  to  work  in  the  school  there.  For  soma 
mouths  Miss  Gunnison  has  felt  that  if  there  was  no  one  else  to  go 
she  must  go,  at  least  for  one  term;  and  her  tlrm  conviction  that 
God  was  calling  her  to  go  there,  with  her  careful  planning  to  that 
end,  have  worked  their  natural  result.  You  ask  how  we  can  spare 
her.  Only  in  the  same  way  that  anyone  can  be  spared  from  her 
work  when  God  calls.  It  means  extra  work  for  the  Japanese 
teachers  as  well  as  for  ourselves.  It  means  that  the  more  advanced 
music  scholars  give  up  their  lessons  for  Che  term  and  practice  by 
themselves.  It  means  that  other  work  in  this  school  is  stopped  or 
done  imperfectly  because  of  her  absence.  But  I  think  we  are  all 
glad  to  sacrifice  something  for  the  sake  of  helping  the  sohool  at 
Matsuyama,  which  was  in  danger  of  being  stopped  entirely  unless 
some  help  could  be  sent.  Miss  Gunnison  herself,  who  gives  up 
more  than  anyone  else,  in  going  alone  to  a  distant  city  tweuty-four 
hours  (nearly)  from  the  rest  of  «s,  seems  to  be  very  happy  in  go- 
ing. At  the  farewell  meeting,  which  the  girls  wanted  to  have  for 
her,  she  said:  "If  you  ask  me  why  I  go  to  Hatsuyama,  I  shall 
answer  by  asking  you  why  I  came  to  Japaa.  The  reason  is  the 
same  in  both  cases." 

It  may  seem  to  you  as  it  so  short  a  stay  could  not  help  the 
school  very  much;  hut  the  soholars  will  put  their  best  strength 
into  English  while  she  is  there,  and  it  will  he  a  great  help  and 
encouragement  to  the  teachers  and  friends  of  the  school.  We  sll 
hope  that  by  another  year  some  mlssionaiies  may  be  permanently 
stationed  iu  Matsuyama. 

Wa  have  two  foreign  teachers  in  this  school  this  term,  and  we 

ought  to  have  four.     We  cannot  put  in  a  particle  of  our  strength 
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in  teach iiifi:  the  two  prfparatury  classes,  which  will  number  aboat 
sixty  each.  Wu  have  only  one  teacher  who  can  do  satisfactorily 
the  Kn^lihh  teaching;  for  these  two  classes;  and  because  we  can- 
not relieve  her  of  si  part  of  the  work  in  this  line,  we  are  likely  to- 
morrow morning  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  we  cannot  receive  any 
more  new  scholars,  for  we  cannot  make  more  than  two  divisions 
of  the  entering  class.  We  did  hope  that  with  our  new  school- 
hi»nsi'  and  increased  dormitory  ai'comniodation  we  could  receive 
all  applicants  who  oi>uId  pass  our  entrance  examinations;  but  that 
hope  seems  vain.  We  do  so  long  to  have  a  large  enough  force,  so 
that  one  of  us  can  s|K'nd  some  time  in  calling  at  the  homes  of  the 
many  girls  timong  our  students  who  live  in  Kobe,  and  trying  to 
interest  their  families  in  Christianity.  There  is  a  wide  field  for 
work  in  that  d inaction,  but  it  is  almost  wholly  untouched.  Can 
you  not  send  us  some  one  to  help  in  the  teaching,  so  that  we  can 
liave  more  time  for  this  and  other  parts  of  the  work? 

Wi'  must  have  some  one  who  can  teach  vocal  music.  Miss 
Gunnison's  tliri»at  will  not  let  her  do  anything  in  that  line  with  im- 
punity, and  although  the  demand  is  increasingly  imperative,  we 
are  at  a  standstill  in  that  department. 

Martha  Gulick.  the  Chinese  girl  whom  you  will  remember  as 
having  been  one  of  the  first  graduating  class,  nearly  six  years  ago, 
can  help  the  beginners  a  little,  but  she  cannot  take  charge  of  the 
department.  We  ought  to  have  some  one  who  can  also  relieve 
Miss  (iunnison  of  a  part  of  the  insti*umental  music.  It  is  very 
hanl  for  her  to  be  obliged  to  spend  so  much  of  her  strength  as  she 
has  done  in  that  work.  She  ought  to  be  free  to  do  more  of  the 
teaching  in  other  departments.  We  should  strongly  protest,  how- 
ever, against  having  anyone  who  knows  nothing  but  music.  We 
should  nut  expect  our  new  missionary  to  give  all  her  time  to 
music.  Our  school  should  have  begim  to-morrow,  but  a  heavy 
rain  a  few  days  ago  caused  our  new  well  to  cave  in,  and  did  other 
mischief  which  put  back  the  work,  so  that  we  have  notified  the 
girls  that  school  will  be  delayed  for  a  week.  The  new  dormitory, 
built  with  Japanese  money,  makes  a  fine-looking  building.  It  is 
not  quite  fniished  yet.  though  wc  began  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
summer.  The  brick  basement,  the  money  for  which  came  from 
home,  gives  us  a  splendid  great  dining-room,  about  sixty  feet  by 
seventy-five.  We  are  going  to  have  it  seated  with  stools,  and  fur- 
nished with  tables  six  feet  long  and  two  feet  wide.  The  girls  have 
ahvavs  sat  on  the  tloor  at  their  meals  until  now.  We  have  had  a 
great  many  repairs  this  summer,  and  Miss  Brown  has  been  kept 
here  most  of  the  time  looking  after  them  and  the  new  building. 
But  wc  feel  that  the  improvements  now  being  made  will  be  very 
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satisfactory  when  finished.  With  our  new  walks  and  drains  we 
shall  not  be  so  troubled  with  mud  every  time  it  rains,  as  we  have 
been.  The  sewinjj-room  is  large  enough  now  for  any  of  the  classes; 
the  kitchen  stove  is  large  enough  for  all  the  cooking,  and  wood- 
shed, pantry,  and-  storerooms  are  convenient.  We  have  a  recep- 
tion-room for  Japanese  guests,  and  a  room  for  the  library.  Miss 
Brown,  too,  has  a  study,  or  office,  which  she  has  very  much  needed. 
We  are  likely  to  have  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  students  this 
fall.  A  few  of  the  new  girls  have  already  taken  their  examina- 
tions, but  most  of  them  will  be  examined  next  week.  We  have 
heard  this  summer  that  a  great  many  Kobe  girls  wish  to  come  to 
this  school,  but  our  examinations  are  so  strict  they  are  afraid  to 
try.  The  reputation  of  our  school  seems  to  be  good  among  the 
Japanese,  though  we  are  occasionally  well  scolded,  accused  of  par- 
tiality, or  talked  about  in  other  ways  by  some  fond  father  or 
knightly  brother  whose  daughter  or  sister  cannot  pass  the  exam- 
inations. I  have  particularly  enjoyed  this  summer  the  letters 
which  have  come  to  me  from  the  girls.  I  think  I  have  received 
about  twenty  in  all,  and  most  of  them  show  an  earnest  desire  to 
work  for  Christ  in  their  homes,  and  anxiety  for  their  friends  who 
are  not  yet  Christians.  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  answer  these  let- 
ters whatever  else  I  did  not  do,  for  I  feel  that  such  answers  are  a 
most  important  part  of  my  missionary  work.  Hoping  that  the  * 
annual  meeting  may  be  one  in  which  the  Spirit  of  God  may  be 
wonderfully  manifest,  I  remain. 

Your  sister  in  Christ, 

Susan  A.  Sbablb. 
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NiiGATA,  Japan,  Sept.  13,  1888. 

Dear  Miss  Wing  ate:  Here  we  are  in  our  new  home  of  four 
days,  and  already  beginning  to  feel  that  we  have  found  a  mother 
in  Mrs.  Albrecht;  for  though  young  herself,  her  mother's  heart  is 
so  large  that  she  can  take  in  a  whole  company  of  motherless  girls. 
Though  Iier  heart  and  her  home  have  had  to  expand  for  two  more 
already,  I  am  sure  she  still  has  capacity  for  as  many  more  as  you 
can  send  out  to  us. 

I  have  liardly  been  here  in  Niigata  long  enough  to  say  much 
about  it.  But  the  five  weeks  spent  here  in  Japan  have  been  so 
full  of  new  sights,  new  people,  and  new  experiences,  that  they 
seem  like  many  months.  When  we  reached  Yokohama  we  were 
met  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doremus  Scudder  and  Miss  Graves.  They 
told  us  the  mission  meeting  at  Hiczan,  which  we  had  hoped  to 
attend,  was  over;  so  we  left  Kioto  and  the  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Boarders  until  next  year,  and  came  up  to  Nikko,  to  spend  a 
month  with  the  Scudders  and  get  rested  for  the  year's  work. 
Nikko  might  well  be  called  Japan's  "Garden  of  the  Gods,"  for 
it  is  the  great  Buddhist  sacred  place.  Here  there  are  hundreds  of 
temples  and  shrines.  You  cannot  walk  about  anywhere  without 
finding  images  of  their  gods  and  saints  peering  out  of  every  nook. 
Some  of  the  temples  are  old  and  very  fine,  and  here  pilgrims  come 
from  all  over  Japan.  This  is  the  goal  of  the  Buddhist  devotee,  as 
Jerusalem  was  of   the  Crusaders.     The   temples  are  beautiful 
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w:!:i  t'lp.r  •::•  ^'.'W.nrq'it^T  »<Tk,  their  fine  earring  and  wonderfnl 
an!. :t«-' *..::• .  t'l!  thv  i.Mr::b'.e  ioiaf^es  which  the  temples  shelter 
annii  '  ■'■  «lTi'  t  i.f  rJ.t-  i>*-  uitiful. 

I  tn  i-.t-ve.  aj«  I):.  ><-u<:<';er ex{'resse<l  it,  that  "ererrthmg  heathen 
i«  t-NM-ii'.Mily  •.:•:••••;;«."  Ti.i'>e  temples  are  in  f^roves  of  magnifi- 
cent r:y{>t«in:v::.i-:r»-fs. — nature's  temples  built  to  the  honor  of 
iw'X:  :iTi«i  by  i.-i>i:irno:  i-ve-ii  tLtr  heathen  temples  speak  to  the  honor 

\V;.:lt*  at  X:kki  we  lired  in  a  temple,  and  ni^ht  and  mominm;  in 
n>::  •-.!]::!::  x •>••:!:<  ;'!:tyi-rs  were  offered  to  God  and  to  BaddluL 
Ti'.i-  }>r:i->t  .i::-:  ).:s  :i!t<-x:i:.-int.<  liretl  right  in  the  temple,  so  we  were 
e:i:'.y  b:<>;:::h:  ::::•>  i*'n:ao:  with  this  wall  of  Buddhism  with  which 
Wf  'nr.i>t  i>>:::i-n<:.  Tl.e  pe'-^ple  .ire  falling  off  so  in  their  attend- 
a:K-o  u::.  :iii*i  >uj<j»>r:  <>f.  their  temple,  that  the  priests  are  forced 
to  1:1-:  nioiuy  t'i  kfi-p  tl:i-m  up  by  every  possible  means,  and  they 
are  evt  n  w :*..:;: j  :<»  iei:t  t*i  Christian  missionaries.  After  a  veiy 
plfAsar.t  ji*'.ir::ry  **'.  i"\iT  days  by  jinrikislia,  rail,  ^»#ha,  ama 
steamt*:.  \\«'  rt;uhv«i  N::.;ata.  anti  aie  glad  to  be  "at  home.*'  The 
ri>!  li.iy  •»!  ::.e  ;i:::::ry.  w!.:oh  was  by  jinrikisha  chiefly,  was  Teiy 
stormy:  but  ;ii>:  :ia  we  nearrd  XiigaUi  the  clouds  broke,  and  a 
re.<p'teni:e:it  i.i:r.b>>w  liunj  over  the  city  as  the  fineer  of  God 
di:ec::::;;  us,  a:ui  p:om:s:ni;  his  bles.<ing  on  our  worE.  That  he 
in.iy  take  ^^ur  sn:a'.I  eff.Tts  and  turn  tliem  to  his  glory  is  all  our 
prayer.  The  meeting  of  the  American  Board  is  o^er  and  of  oni 
Oh:o  Branch.     How  1  should  hare  liked  to  be  there! 

It  w.i<  two  yi-.i'.s  a^ro.  at  the  meeting  of  the  W.  B.  H.  L  aS. 
Cleveland,  th.i:  1  iln.^'.ly  liecided  to  come  to  Japan,  and  I  wanted 
to  attend  one  of  those  meetincs^.  How  glad  I  am  that  I  was  led 
to  m.ike  such  a  choice!  Over  at  home  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  see 
more  t>.:)n  tV.e  great  fact  that  you  must  leave  home  and  friends 
for  so  manv  years:  but  here  much  that  is  bright  and  pleasant  can 
be  seen,  ani^  already  I  feel  that  we  have  been  more  than  compen- 
sated. It  is  the  decision  which  is  hard,  not  the  realization.  If 
onlv  the  friends  at  h.ome  who  are  hesitating  about  coming  over 
cou\i  be  transported  here  for  one  brief  day,  they  would,  I  think, 
doubt  no  lonizer.  but  would  pray  that  they  might  come  and  get  to 
work  as  soon  ;i«  possib'e. 

Jennie  b.:is  cone  into  the  Girls*  School  and  I  into  the  Boys', 
and  we  both  of  us  tind  teaching  the  Japanese  children  ▼ery  pleas- 
ant. They  are  so  tractable,  and  so  bright  and  eager!  Our  La- 
dies* Home,  which  is  bui'.dici^.  will  not  be  done  before  I>ecember, 
I  fear.  But  late  thouiih  it  ^.  it  is  going  to  be  Tery  pretty  ana 
comfortable. 

With  love  and  best  wishes  from  myself  and  sister,  I  am. 

Yours.  Gertrude  Cozab. 


CHINA. 
AFTER  ONE  TEAR- 


PAifG  CHTA^ra,  Sept  10, 1888. 
Pear  Miss  Wixgate:  I  have  time  for  just  a  note  to-night,  axid 
will  improve  the  opportunitv.    Inclosed  find  a  letter  to  the  young 
ladies,  which  you  may  be  aV»le  to  use.    I  wish  I  coiQd  more  fully 
and  naturally  expivss'the  feelincs  of  my  heart. 
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We  are  having  such  beautiful  weather!  This  time  of  year  is 
the  most  delightful  of  the  year,  and  it  is  so  inspiring  to  look  out 
at  the  clear  blue  sky  and  think  that  from-  six  to  eight  months 
now  we  shall  revel  in  the  sunshine  and  the  bracing  cool  air.    We 

\have  not  found  the  summer  as  severe  as  we  feared.  In  fact,  we 
close  our  first  year  since  leaving  home  without  the  record  of  any 
sick-days. 

^  Last  Wednesday  I  went  to  one  of  the  villages  which  Mrs.  Smith 
has  been  visiting;  and  as  I  rode  in  the  jinrikisha  through  the 
fields  of  cotton,  beans,  millet,  sesame  and  **kao  liang''  (something 
similar  to  our  corn,  only  taller  and  blossoming  at  the  top),  my  eyes 
filled  a  little  as  I  remembered  that  just  a  year  ago  that  time  we 
were  some  fifty  miles  from  home,  and  the  dear  ones  there  were 
lonely. 

I  had  a  pleasant  time  at  our  meeting,  for  at  this  village  the 
four  little  folks,  and  boy  and  girl  still  older,  had  such  a  good 
lesson.  They  seemed  so  glad  to  see  me,  and  I  was  so  happy  to 
meet  them  and  enjoy  their  enthusiasm.  Again  I  rejoiced;  I 
was  in  this  land,  though  home  seemed  a  little  farther  oft  than  at 
some  times. 

How  soon  the  time  has  passed  by.  We  are  so  happy  in  each 
other's  company.  It  seems  more  and  more  to  me  a  kind  Father's 
love  which  permitted  us  to  come  here  together.  The  work  seems 
•  so  great!  It  is  a  great  source  of  comfort  and  strength  to  us  to 
know  that  so  many  prayers  arise  for  us  in  common  with  other 
laborers.  We  new  missionaries  do  need  your  prayei*s.  If  those 
who  have  been  here  ten  or  more  years  wonder  and  question  within 
themselves,  "How  shall  we  reach  these  people?  What  more  can  we 
do  for  them  than  we  are  doing  ?'*  how  much  more  we  who  have 
just  come.  Why,  if  it  were  not  for  the  promises  and  the  resort  to 
prayer,  we  should  be  overcome  by  the  work  which  we  see  before 
us.  We  are  onlv  strong  and  courageous  because  of  the  One  who 
leads  us  day  by  aay. 

Please  remember  us  to  the  dear  ladies  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.,  of 
whom  we  so  often  think.  I  trust  you  will  excuse  this  hasty  note. 
With  love  from  sister  and  me,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Gbagb  Wyckoff. 
»-•-• 

TURKEY. 
PROMISE  OF  PLENTY. 

BY  MISS   MAKT    P.  WKIGHT. 

The  crops  are  abundant,  and  just  now  are  beautiful,  standing 
in  shocks  and  stacks,  or  heaped  on  the  circular  threshing  floors, 
where  the  grain  is  separated  by  driving  round  and  round  over  it  a 
rough  sledge  with  runners,  in  which  flint  stones  are  fixed.  The 
sledge  is  drawn  by  oxen,  buffaloes  (not  the  American  bison),  or, 
occasionally,  by  horses.  A  man  stands  upon  it,  driving  the  slug- 
gish team.  As  a  rule,  everything  but  fleas  (if  you'll  excuse  the 
allusion  to  an  animal  impossible  to  ignore  here)  moves  slowly  in 
Turkey. 

Mr.  Tracy  estimates  that  there  are  a  million  bushels  of  wheat 
on  this  Marsovan  plain  this  year.  It  is  about  thirty-five  miles 
long  and  fifteen  broad.  We  have  heard  nothing  this  year  of  pray- 
ers and  incantations  for  rain,  as  we  so  often  did  last  yeav. 
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SUPERSTITIONS. 

In  tho  Hf>z<)ok  rcpon,  lic'twoeii  us  and  Cesarea,  the  governor  at 
one  tiniu  liutt  Kunmier  oifliMCcI  all  the  cocks  killed,  as  Satan  used  a 
certain  feather  under  their  light  winpt  in  making  a  sort  of  broth 
or  de(HH*.tion  to  keep  off  niin.  1  did  not  learn  whether  the  people 
were  allowed  ti»  eat  them  after  killing;;  hut  1  presume  from  what  I 
have  Keen  of  ofTerinjrK  on  Ko-called  Kiicrcd  graves,  that  they  spill 
the  hlood  of  the  victim,  with  some  formula  of  words,  and  then 
take  it  home  and  eat  it. 

In  TahiH  an  Armenian  was  imprisoned  last  summer  on  cliarf^ 
of  i>reventin«;  rain,  and  keeping;  up  the  price  of  grain  by  making 
a  cradle  of  dough;  i.  v.,  a  little  model  of  a  cradle  in  dough,  which 
he  kept  rocking  day  and  night,  even  hiring  some  one  to  lielp  him 
keep  it  consUintly  in  motion.  What  connection  this  act  haa  with 
the  failure  of  rains  cannot  be  shown,  but  it  is  certain  tiie  man  was 
imi>riHoncd  (m  this  charge. 

Speaking  of  rain  reminds  mo  of  a  tradition,  not  merely  oral, 
but  written  in  one  of  tho  standard  religious  works  of  the  country, 
perhaps  even  in  the  Koran  itself.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  source,  but 
it  is  i-e]>eated  and  believed  by  stately,  patriarchal  men  in  green 
turbans,  liowiiiL;  white  robes,  with  long  beards  that  seem  to 
emphasize  the  gravity  of  their  dark  eyes;  men  whose  appearance 
seems  to  command  respect  whatever  we  think  of  their  opinions. 

Allah,  they  say.  sitting  in  the  blessed  calm  of  Paradise,  heard 
a  sound  of  sweetness  surpassing  even  the  nightingale's  note  in  the 
rose  gardens  of  Cashmere. 

*»  What  is  that?" 

**  It  is,  ()  Most  Merciful  One,  tho  blended  voices  of  the  faithful 
beseeching  rain.'* 

**  Let  it  not  be !  That  sound  is  too  sweet  to  cease.  Let  it  linger 
in  my  ears — tho  voice  of  KU])plication  from  my  beloved.  Let  the 
rains  delay  !'* 

iiut  when  Christians  unite  in  x>raycnfor  rain  it  is  different. 

»' Wliat  is  that?" 

*'  ()  Mightiest,  tho  ('hristian  dogs  are  imploring  rain." 

**  Let  floods  descend  at  once !  Why  should  mine  ears  be  further 
tortured  by  that  hideous  noise,  that  stink  of  a  sound!" 

This  story  is  often  told  to  account  for  Turkish  governors  sum- 
moning Christians  to  the  flelds  to  prayer  for  rain. 


«^» 

The  Lesson  on  Mission  Fields  is  left  open  this  month  for  a 
Review  of  ^Vonlan'8  Work  for  the  year.  The  auxiliaries  will  prob- 
ably prefer  to  do  it  in  their  own  way,  but  we  suggest  that  if  papers 
are  to  be  written,  the  Report  of  the  American  Board  be  added  to 
the  Reports  of  the  Woman's  Boards,  as  giving  a  wider  scope.  The 
Annual  Report  of  the  W.  B.  M.  1.  is  already  out  for  this  meeting. 
Do  not  forget  to  appoint  one  to  bring  into  your  meeting  a  report 
of  woman's  work  as  viewed  in  the  great  London  Conference — a 
thing  of  world-wide  si<xnificance;  and  do  not  overlook  the  sources 
of  information  that  lie  nearest— our  own  Life  and  Light  and 
Minsion  Studies. 

The  pressure  of  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Torre  Haute  has  pre- 
vented the  preparation  of  any  notes  for  this  issue,  but  a  full  report 
of  it  will  be  given  next  month. 


RECEIPTS. 
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WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mbs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Tbeasubeb. 
Rbobipts  fbom  September  18  to  October  22.  1888. 


ILLINOIS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  "W.  A.  Talcott, 
of  Rockf ord,  Treas.  Ashknim, 
1.01 ;  Aurora,  M.  L.  H.,  75  cts., 
New  Enc.  Ch.,  68.50;  Amboy, 
62.45;  Alton,  6.50]  Bowen,  11; 
Buda,  5;  Chenoa,  5;  Cham- 
paign, 11 ;  Chicago,  A  Friend, 
2,  A  Friend,  '2,  A  Friend,  6.50, 
Western  Ave.  Ch.,  68,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  108.55,  Leavitt  St. 
Ch.,  20.32,  First  Ch.,  100.80, 
Grace  Ch.,  of  wh.  9.78  me- 
morial of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Parr,  14, 
New  Enp.  Ch.,  Aux.,  146.60, 
Mrs.  E.  W.  \^.,  for  land  for 
Kobe  Home,  250,  for  Mrs. 
Walker's  Home,  100;  De  Pue, 
5;  Evanston.  124.52;  Engle- 
wood,  50.75 ;  Elgin,  50 ;  Farm- 
ington,  22.35;  Forrest,  12.50; 
Greenville,  5;  Geneseo,  48.46; 
Garden  Prairie,  3.43 ;  Gran- 
ville, 10;  Griggsville,  50; 
Glencoe,  33.64 ;  Galesburg, 
First  Ch.  of  Christ,  37.50; 
Henry,  Mrs.  B.  C.  V.,  2:  IJyde 
Park,  South  Park  Ch.,  10; 
Ivanhoe,  13.15;  La  HarpCt 
5.48;  Laivn  Bidge,  7.50;  La 
Grange,  5;  Lyonsville,  20; 
Maywood,  12;  Marseilles,  16; 
Moline,  15;  Naperville,  25.57; 
Onarga,  Se(U)ii(l  Ch.,  3.56; 
Ontario,  15;  Oa/c  /*«rA;,  132.77; 
Ottaiva,  25;  Peoria,  83.75, 
Mrs.  Ji.  li.  IJ.,  50;  Paxton,  9; 
Princeton,  20.10;  Providencet 
12.31;  /eo//o,  11;  Jioseville,  6; 
Pockford,  Asso.  Coll'n,  6.74, 
Second  Ch.,  219.60;  Seivard, 
9;  Stillman  Valley,  V2.i0',  St. 
Charles,  10;  Sycamore,  7.30; 
Sandmich,  43.47;  Shabbona, 
11.60;  Toulon,  4.25;  Waverly, 
25.10;  Wauponsie  Grove,  15; 
Wilmette,  9.67 ;  fKaitA:c{7an, 
17:  MV.s^em  Springs^  14.27; 
Winnetka,   19.36,  32,367  76 

JuxiOK :  Ashkum,  2.06 ;  Anrora^ 
Helping  Hands,  30;  Jiyron,  6; 
Batavia,  15;  Canton,  30; 
Chicago,  South  Ch.,  202.55, 
First  ('h.,  21;  Dover,  2.83; 
Evanston,  66;  Engle^vood,  10; 
Elgin,  37;  Glencoe,  10.80; 
iWiwi,  12.75;  iVen;  Windsor, 
HelpinG:Hand8,10.26;  CXta?(;a, 
B8.26;  -Por*  Byron,  6.45;  7'ax- 


fon,  6;  Princeton,  Whatso- 
ever Band,  6.60;  Rockf  ord. 
First  Ch.,  20.14,  Second  Ch., 
50.50 ;  Springfield,  Jennie 
Chapin  Heli)ers,  13.74;  ffo- 
verly,  10;  Wum,ette,  to  const. 
Mrs.  R.  L..  Knap])  L.  M.  36.04; 
Washington  Heights,  32.50,      695  46 

Juvenile:  -Aurora,  Little 
Thumbs,  14;  Chicago,  South 
Ch.,  Torch-Bearers,  28,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  11.60,  First  Ch., 
22.94,  Lincoln  Pk.  Ch.,  15.34, 
Union  Pk.Ch., 36.64 ;  DanverSf 
Busy  Bees,  5 :  JSvanston,  37.05 ; 
Engleivood,  King's  Children, 
15;  Farmington,  Coral  Work- 
ers, 20;  Galesburg,  First  Ch. 
of  Christ,  19.41 ;  Hyde  Park, 
South  Pk.  Ch.,  12.75;  lUini, 
Little  Gleaners,  8.35;  Ken- 
wood, Children's  Good  Will 
Soc'y,  20.50;  Lake  View,  Ch. 
of  the  Redeemer,  Coral  Build- 
ers, 3.25;  New  Windsor,  Buds 
of  Promise,  5;  Ottawa,  Will- 
ing Workers,  17.10;  Paxton, 
1.50;  PocHford,  Second  Ch., 
Sunshine  Miss.  Band,  36.39; 
Bosemond,  Busy  Bees,  25; 
WUmctte,  Busy  Bees,  12.38,    367  20 

Thank-offerings:  Seniors,  • 
Alto7i,  13;  Buda,  11.75;  Cham- 
paign, d;  Chebanse,  18.70; 
Chicago,  Misis  H.  M.  B.,  5, 
Plymouth  Ch.,  248.86,  S.  S., 
Mrs.  C.  L.  B's  Class,  13.08, 
Leavitt  St.  Ch.,  30.02,  First 
Ch.,  123.30,  New  Eng.  Ch., 
53;  Danvera,  14;  Evanston, 
76.80;  Farmington,  12.12; 
Geneseo,  40;  Granville,  27.50; 
Galesburg,  Brick  Ch.,31,  First 
Ch.  of  Christ,  to  const.  L.  M. 
38.72;  Hyde  Park,  South  Pk. 
Ch.,  5;  Hamilton,  3.10;  Ivan- 
hoe, 2.85;  Joy  Prairie,  23  62; 
Kewanee,  7.41;  Lake  View, 
Ch.  of  the  Redeemer.  8.75; 
Lombard,  1;  McLean,  10; 
Maywood,  to  const.  T<.  M.,  24; 
Marseilles,  21 ;  iView  Windsor, 

'  5;  Onargo,  Second  Ch.,  2.50; 
Oneida,  7.86 ;  Oafc  Park,  23.27 ; 
Peoria,  34.22;  Paxton,  44.36; 
Providence,  9.11 ;  i2o//o,  14.50; 
/?io,  2 :  Havenswood,  13 :  .ftocA^- 
/ord,  Second  Ch.,5;  Stillman 
Valley,  13.54;  Sycamore,  26; 
Stark,  3.71;    Sandwich,  27; 
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Sheffield,  16;  Tovlon,  to 
coii8t.  1^  M.,  30.7r>:  H'averly, 
13.15;  }t' heat  on.  Mm.  W.  R. 
(r.,  6;  H'ihnette,  to  const.  L. 
M.,  2U.&3:    n'innetka,  16.09,  1,202  7C 

JUMoit:  Chiaitfo,  Lfavitt  St. 
rii.,  1 1 .40 ;  iMnrr,  4.17 ;  Evana- 
ton,  'M\  IlUtu,  15.70;  Lake 
I'ietc,  7.75;  Rockford,  Fii'Ht 
Ch.,   15.92,   RfH>ou<l  Cll.,  8.75,    78  C9 

JUVK.MLU:  Chicago,  Llucolu 
rk.  Ch.,  14  78 

SuNHAY-HcuooLs:  OoZva,  1.68; 
Lombard,  20,  21  68 


Total, 


BUrPLEMKNTAL. 


4,748  33 


'  Aurora,Y\w\V\\.JlM\  ttataria, 
80;  Chicago,  First  V\\.,  2(;J», 
Unluii  Pk.  Ch..  4:M.'i2.  Bllll- 
anl  Ave.  rh.,ft,  (hikU'v  Avu. 
Ch.,  16.75,  K.  Bl .  S..  12  JM),  Lin. 
coin  rk.  Ch.,  14^*^;  Dover, 
10.H0;  Englcwoo<l,Vi.Wi\  (ieueva, 
4;  OV/ifnco,  Tlio  ZtMitina,  5.46; 
aicncoe,  2;  Uhmlale,  121).))3; 
Huntley.  4;  Kenicood,  5V).46; 
/^JL-tf  ncir.  Ch.  of  thv  Ke- 
du<>nK>r,  16.65;  Lyonsrille,  8; 
OnJt  Prtrit,  31;  Payson,  30.50; 
i*itt»Jieldri;b\  Rockford,  First 
C:h.,  51.17;  Sterling,  19.70; 
r^rfirta.  1.70.  909  69 

JuNlou :  C/<fc<7^o,IJothnny  Ch., 
60,  I'nlon  l»k.  Ch.,  m,  I»lv- 
iiiouth  Ch..  :iK.(»,  Millunl 
Ave.  Ch.,  H,  N«w  Knjf.  Ch., 
ftO.  WcHteni  Ave.  Ch.,  25; 
Elgin,  l*ro8p«'ct  St.  Ch.,  5; 
iMke.  View,  Ch.  of  the  Re- 
cleenier,  32;  Oak  Park,  25; 
Sandwich,  King's  Daughters, 
82,  325  66 

Juvenile:  Aurora,  Willing 
Workers,  10;  Clifton,  Busy 
liees,  20;  Chicago,  Leavltt 
Bt.  Ch.,  Beacon  Lights,  20, 
Oakley  Ave.  Ch.,  Cheerfm 
Workers,  10,  Western  Ave. 
Ch.,  Star  Soc'\',  3.62;  Elgin, 
First  Ch.,  M.  B.,  15;  Geneseo, 
King's  Children,  10;  Hyde 
Park,  South  Pk.  Ch.,  2.25; 
Oak  Park,  Torch-Bearers, 
80;  Peoria,  First  Ch.,  Miss. 
Builders,  15;  Toulon,  Lamp- 
Lighters,  5.39,     .  131  26 

TiiAMK-oFFEKiNGS .*  Aurora, 
80;  Chicago,  Bethany  Ch., 
24.40,  l»ly mouth  Ch.,  add'l, 
6;  Dover,  8.55;  Geneva,  14: 
Pay  son,  58;  Rockford,  First 
Ch.,  22.61 ;  Udina,  5,  168  66 

Junior:  Chicago,  Union  Pk. 
Ch.,  31.67,  Plymouth  Ch., 
52.45;    Geneva,   10,  94  12 


IITDZAHA. 

Branch.— Mrs.  N.  A.  Hyde,  of 
IndianapoliSfTreaa.  Coal 
Bluff,  Friends  in  Parsonaire, 
2 :  East  Gilead,  5.23;  Eikhart, 
66;  Eort  Wayns,  103);  Fre-  ' 
motU,\\  Hebron,  7.40 ;  Indian^ 
apolis,  Mayflower  Ota.,  28, 
Fly  month  Ch.,  80;  Kokomo, 
7.35;  Liber,  6.76;  MaekgvUis, 
2.60;  Michiffon  City,  29.48; 
Oriand,  24.09;  ScUaberry,  3; 
South  Vigo,  2;  Terre  JEuuOe, 
15.60,  HobaH,  7,  940  61 

Junior  :  Atichigan  City,  Mosaic 
8oc*y,6.27:  Terre  AduteaOp- 
lM>rtunity  Club,  65.43,  61  70 

Juvenile:  Indianapolia,  Miss 
Perry's  Infant  CI.,  4:  Kokamo, 
Star  Band,  8;  Miehigan  OUy, 
Grains  of  Sand,  1.60;  Terrs 
Haute,  Juvenile  Band,  138.63,  168  88 

TUANK-OFFERINOS:    Eost  Oil- 

ead,  8.  S.,  1.63;  Hebron,  2.60; 
Ituiiatuipolis,  Mayflower  Ch., 
Aux.,  UJO,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  B.,2; 
Kokomo,  17.66;  Miehigan 
VUy,  8.16;  Terre  Haute,  12M, 


Total, 

IOWA. 


65  96 

610  60 


Total, 


1,719  28 


Branch.— Mrs.  B.  R.  Potter, 
of  Orinnell,  Treas.  Atlantic, 
12.60;  Ames,  18.69:  .<4nam<Ma, 
16.05 ;  Rear  (?rove  (P.O.Lewis), 
3:  ReU  Plain,  6.02;  Rig  Rodk, 
10:  Rurlington,  27;  Cromwell, 
3.60;  Council  Bluffs,  22.77; 
Cedar  Rapids,  26.76;  Cheator 
Centre,  14.37;  Cherokee,  10; 
Davenport,  36.66;  Denmark, 
25;  DuJlmque,  66;  Dea  Moinea, 
North  Pk.  Ch.,  10,  Plymouth 
Ch.,  91.51;  Decora^  16;  El- 
dora,  13.60;  Farragut,  18.40; 
Glenwood,\0 ;  Garden  Prairie 
(P.  O.  Kelley),  4.20:  GHnnell, 
117.60;  Gilman,  6.64;  Harlan, 
11.25;  Htdl,  10;  loufa  CUy,  7; 
Kelley,  3.55,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Arnold, 
6 ;  Keoaauqua,  10,  Mrs.  Valen- 
tine, 2 ;  I/yona,  37.19 ;  LeMara, 
9.81;  Afagnolia,  4.40;  Milea, 
10;  Mt.  Pleasant,  16.07;  Ma- 
rion, 60;  Mason  City,  9;  Mo- 
Gregor,  to  const.  L.  M.,  32.06; 
New  Providence,  1.21;  Kew- 
berg,  4.30;  Oskatoosck,  43.16; 
Ottumwa,  15.82;  PoZAc  Otty, 
6.55 ;  Pereival^;  Parkeraburg, 
liO',Shenandoah,  11.40  ',ScdmUt, 
1,  Mrs.  11.  H.  Wood,  8;  Salem, 
10;  Spencer,  6;  iSiotix  Ct<2/, 
12.80;  Tabor,  27;  TVoer,  60; 
Tt/rona,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Payne,  3; 
Webster  (Keokuk  Co.),  8; 
Waucoma,  16;  Rockford, 
4.75,  1^19 16 


RECEIPTS. 
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J  UNIOR :  Clayt  10 ;  Dutraque^  36 ; 
Decorahy  10;  Davenport^  10; 
Des  Moines,  Plymouth  Rock 
Soc'y  of  Plymouth  Ch.,  47; 
Durantf  10;  ELdora,  25;  GHn- 
nell,  First  Cong.  Ch.,  6.55; 
Lyons,  S.S3;  Bed  Oak,  3,  Miss. 
Students  (ooys),  5;  Shenan- 
doah, Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  5,  176  38 

Juvenile:  Anamosa,  Little 
Light-Bearers,  6;  Council 
Bluffs,  12.50;  Davenport, 
Wide- Awakes  (boys),  6.23; 
Durant,  Willing  Workers,  5 ; 
Grinnell,  Busy  Bees,  West 
Branch,  3.55;  Humboldt, 
Cheerful  Giyers,5  -fMuscatine, 
Seeds  of  Mercy,  2.60;  Bed 
Oak,  5,  45  88 

Sunday-schools:  Anamosa, 
4.25 ;  Durant,  5 ;  Des  Moines, 
Plymouth  Ch.,  45.93;  Mt. 
Pleasant,   14.08,  69  26 

fll^HANK-OFFERiNGS:  Atlantic, 
5.10 :  Big  Rock,  7 ;  BeU  Plain, 
12.54:  Cromwell,  14.60;  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  15.60 ;  Durdap,\lM ; 
Dutmque,  35;  Des  Moines, 
Plymouth  Rock,  16.65;  Oav- 
enport,  20.21b',  Grinnell,  in M-, 
Humboldt,  1.90;  LeMars,  21; 
Mitchell,  2.30 ;  Magnolia,  4.40 ; 
Murray,  .1;  Midland  (P.  O. 
New  Providence),  2;  Jewel, 
1.05;  Newel,  2.75;  Onawa, 
14.30;  ^ed  OaA:,  Junior,  1; 
Shenandoah,  13.10;  Sioux 
City,  6.01 ;  ^es*  Burlington, 
6;  Waverly,  3.20,  336  05 


Total, 


SUPPLEMENTAL. 


1,647  32 


Davenport.— M.  W.,  5;  Lyons, 

3.60;    Grinnell,    24.05;    Jlfaflr- 

no2ia,  4.75, 
Junior:  Percival,  Y.  P.  S.  C. 

E.,3.50;  Clinton,Y.  L.,  11.60, 
Juvenile:   Newton,   Buds  of 

Promise, 
Thank-offerings:      Lyons, 

6.40;  Anonymous,  5, 

Total, 

KANSAS. 

Branch.— Mrs.  A.  L.  Slosson, 
of  Leavenworth,  Treas. 
Atchison,  15;  -^itftwrti,  6;  £2t<6 
Rapids,  3.55;  Burlington,  10; 
Capionia,  4.25;  Carbondale, 
10;  Council  Grove,  7.50;  Cen- 
tralia,  7;  Cora,  3;  Dover,  15; 
Fairview,  11.50;  -For*  -S'coit, 
10;  Hiawatha,  5;  Highland, 
5;  Leavenworth,  to  const.  L. 
M.,  32;  Louisville,  1.50;  ilfan- 
Aatfan,  52.81,  to  const.  L.  M*8; 
Nickerson,3;  McPherson,  10; 


ilft<«coto/i,3 ;  On6i<2a,4;OZa</ie, 
15;  Partridge,  4;  Sal}etha, 
29.80 ;  Sterling,  25  to  const.  L. 
M. ;  Sedgwick,  5 ;  Smith  Cen- 
ter, 2;  Topeka,  28  to  const.  L. 
M.;  Valley  Falls,  Q',  Wabaun- 
see, 11.25;  JTestem  Parfc,  2; 
Wyandotte,  35  to  const.  L.  M.,  382  16 

Junior:  6?reat  Bend,V.  and  I. 
League,  10;  <8'wiitA.  Center,  8; 
fTicMta,  Fourth  Ch.,  2.50; 
Topeka,  Helping  Hands,  25,  45  50 

Juvenile:  Caroonc^oZe,  Happy 
Workers,  1.50;  Sabetha,  Rusn- 
li^ht  M.  B.,  5.26;  WellsviUe, 
Light-Bearers,  1,  7  76 

Morning  Star:  Blue  Rapids, 
30  cts. ;  Leavenworth,  S.  S. 
Birthday  boxes,  12.25,  12  55 


Less  expenseSi 
Total, 

supplemental. 


467  97 
25  00 

432  97 


Lawrence,  to  const.  L.  M.,  36 ; 

Ottawa,  36.63,  .  72  63 

Junior:  OttauHi,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  B.,     7  00 
Juvenile  :  Ottawa,  Sunbeams,   11  37 


Total, 


MICHIGAN. 


90  90 


Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  Fox, 
of  Detroit,  Treas.  Ann  Arbor, 
122.11 ;  Armada,  31;  CadiUas, 
11.81;  Covere,  10;  Clinton,  15; 
Detroit,  First  Ch.,  106.60, 
Woodward  Ave.  Ch.,  130; 
Dou^las,3;East  Sa^naw,100; 
Eaton  Rapids,  20;  Edmore, 
1.64;  Essexville,  2.18;  Flint, 
42.46:  Galesburg,  26;  Grand 
Rajyids,  First  Ch.,  36,  Second 
Ch.,  10;  Greenville,  32;  Imlay 
City,  11;  Jackson,  65.43;  Lan- 
sing, 103.05;  Ludington,  22.26; 
Muskegon,  11.64;  North 
Adams,  10;  Port  Huron,  36; 
Portland,  12;  Raisinville,  6; 
/2ee<^  Ci^i/,  18;  Romeo,  24.50; 
.9*.  CZair,  30;  Salem,  16.50; 
South  Haven,  5;  Stanton,  40; 
Traverse  Cii|/,  18;  C/nion 
City,  10;  Fermontvttte,  28.39; 
fTes*  -<4drian,  5;  Whit^xUcer, 
21 ;  rjMitonti,  17.60,  -  1,207  97 

Of  the  above,  106.08  is  thank- 
offering. 

Junior:  Alpena,  10;  Churches 
Comers,  50;  Detroit,  First 
Ch.,  1.45,  Woodward  Ave.  Ch., 
94.66 ;  Eaton  Rapids,^',  Flint, 
25;  Oivosso,  32.02;  Pontia^, 
11;    Ypsilanti,  12,  S84  68 

Juvenile:  Detroit,  First  Cta., 
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25,  Thompflon  Ch.,  10,  Wood- 
wanl  Ave.  ("h.,  10;  Kdmore^ 
60rtH.;  EMeri*iUe,fiM'l\  FUnt, 
10;  Heeil  City,  3;  Whittaker, 
», 
8i:NnAY-H«.'ii(M)L8:  Detroit^ 
Trumbull  Ave.  Ch.,  Ti  unary 
l)ei)t.,  12;  Minden  City.  2.20; 
Pine  (iroif.  1;  St.  Clair,  2; 
If'heattaiul,  7.a0, 


73  42 


Total, 


24  50 
1,690  67 


On  and  after  Nov.  1, 1888.  Mirh- 
ig:an  HocietieH  will  please  ro- 
niit  to  Mrs.  R.  Campbell, 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  in  place 
of  Mrs.  Chas.  £.  Fox. 


MIN>'KS<>TA. 

Bbancii.— Mrs.  K.  M.  Wil- 
liams, of  Nortlillold,  Treas. 
Austitit  4.08:  (^laremont,  Mrs. 
8.  S.  and  Bertie  Doiljje,  1; 
Clearwater, b\  Cottaye  GrovBt 
8:  Jhtluth,  I'iljrrim  (h..  31; 
GlyiKlon,  •-.'.(•.'>;  Hamilton, 
17.74 ;  Minneapolis,  IMvmouth 
Ch.,  Thank- off..  1,  Aux..  riO.rO, 
Mrs.  V.  1).  Mt'Millnii.  Thank- 
off..  10;  Northfiehl,  71.U1; 
Iioche»tcr,  .'>8.r)(), 

JUVKMI.K:  Excelsior,  M.  H.,  5; 
Hamilton.  Little  Reapers, 
G.13;  MinneajKtlis,  First  Ch., 
Plarnest  Workers,  10;  Still 
water.  Little  Gleaners,  3.4r), 


Total, 


MISHOIRI. 

Branch.— Mrs.    J.    H.    Drew, 

3101  Washinjrton  Ave.,  St. 
Louis, Treas.  Amity,  0;  Car- 
tlimjc,  14;  Ilannihal,  10;  Kan- 
sas Cifi/,  <'lvile  (  li.,  9,  Fourth 
(Ml.,  2.50;  St.  Louis.  I'iljrrim 
Ch..  r>ft;  ^S7.  Joseph,  10.90; 
Webster    droves.  40.or), 

JiNioH:  .SY.  Louis.  C<)ini)t(>n 
Hill  Ch.,  IS.IO;  J/yde  Park, 
Gleaners.  11.40,  rili;rini  Ch., 
Y.  L.,  7."^, 

Thank-offerings:  Ka7isas 
at  I/.  Clyde  Ch.,  12.45;  .S7. 
Louis,  First  Ch.,  2:{.25,  Til- 
jrrini  Ch.,  107;  Jlyde  Park, 
Gleaners,  4.02,  Two  Friends, 
3, 


Total, 

SIPPLEMENTAL. 

Additional  total, 


2G0  68 


24  58 
285  26 


160  45 


104  56 


147  32 
412  33 


:m  15 


XEBRASKA. 


September  BeporL 

Bbanch.— Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hall, 
of  Omaba,  Treas.  CoiunUnte, 
10;  Camp  Oreek,  Thank-off., 
3;  Kxeter,  9.20;  Hastings,  10; 
Lirieoln,  17;  Oma/*a,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  52,  SC.  Mary's  Ch., 
2.40  -  South  Bend,  6 ;  TtUmagef 
5 ;  H  averly,! ;  Weeping  Water, 
10,  190  60 

Junior:  Exeter,  6  00 

Juvknilk:  Exeter,  8;  Z)cmi- 
phan,  S.  S.,  1 ;  TrumbuU,  8.  S., 
2.70;  West  Hamilton,  2,  13  70 


Less  expenses, 
ToUl, 


149  90 
1  00 

148  30 


NEBRASKA. 

October  Report, 

BRAxni.— Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hall, 
of  Omaha,  Treas.  Aehlarid, 
10 ;  Arborville,  5 ;  Arlington,  1 ; 
Jilair,  19;  Crete,  20;  Cfuidron, 
5.70;  Clarks,  11.43;  Fratiklin, 
7.70;  Fremont,  9;  GloversviUe, 
1;  Genoa,  4.78,  Thank-off., 
1.47;  Irvington,  12;  Kearney, 
22.50;  Linwood,  1.80,  Thank- 
off.,  1.20;  MU/ord,  6,  Thank- 
off..  2..^*);  Xor/olk,  6.06;  Ne- 
braska  City,  4.35;  OmahcL, 
First  Cong.  Ch.,  26.78,  Thauk- 
off.,  5.'25,  St.  Mary's  Ch.,  11.60, 
Thank-off.,  23.80,  Third  Cong. 
Ch.,  10;  Cherry  HUl,  2;  Syra^ 
case,  2.10;  TretUon,  1.75; 
York,  16.35,  Thank-off.,  11.45,  263  33 

Of  the  above,  47.62  is  Thank-off. 
Junior:    Blair,    6;    Fremont, 

12.50;    Lincoln,    Plymouth 

Conp.  Ch.,  7.50;  Mi^ford,  2.20; 

Omaha,    First    Ch.,    7,    St. 

Mary's  Ch.,  Thank-off.,  16.48,     60  68 
Juvenile:  Ashland  1.35;  Glov- 

ersvUle,    1.75;     Omaha,    St. 

Mary's  Ch.,  21.53,  S.  S.  Bhth- 

day  l)oxes,  6.84, 


Less  expenses. 
Total, 

NORTH   DAKOTA. 


31  47 

345  48 
8  62 

336  83 


HRANcn.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Stickney, 
of  Harwood,  Treas.    Fargo,       15  00 


Total, 


15  00 


RECEIPTS. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Septernber  Report. 

Branch.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Alex- 
andriay  2.60;  Armour.  2; 
Cresbard,  4.65:  De  Smet,  2; 
Faulkton,  10;  Frankfort,  5.10; 
Ipswich,  6.50;  Milbank,  6; 
Myron,  3;  Valley  Spriiigs, 
1.94,  43  69 

JuNioii:  aSIomx  Falls,  Kind's 
Daughters,  9.07;  Vermillion, 
Bridge  Builders,  to  const.  L. 
M.,  35,  44  07 

Juvenile:  Faulkton,  Coral 
Workers,  2.35;  Plarikintoyi, 
Buds  of  Promise,    2.50,  4  86 

Thank-offeuing  :  A8hton,:i.5Q', 
Baxlger,  1.47;  Huron,  8.50; 
Lake  Henry,  2.30;  Letcher, 
3.60;  Myron,  1.28;  liedfleld, 
17;  H'illow  Lake,  4M',  Tank- 
ton,  5.42,  47  53 

Total,  140  14 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

October  Report. 

Branch.— Mrs.  F.  D.  Wilder, 
of  Yankton,  Treas.  Esmond, 
4.50;  Siottx  Falls,  27.50;  Ver- 
million,  8.86 ;  Yankton,  24.66, 

Juvenile:  Ya^ikton,  Willing 
Hearts, 

Total, 

OHIO. 

Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Ely, 
of  Elyria,  Treas.  Amlover, 
20;  Ashtabula,  19.1 1 ;  At  water, 
14;  Austinburf/,  10;  Jielpre, 
14.63;  liristolvllle,  10;  Ihook- 
lyn,  15.91;  Chagrin  Falls,  8; 
Chardon,  4;  Cinciyinati,  Co- 
lumbia Ch.,  11;  Clariilon,  14; 
Clarksjleld,  19.25;  Cleveland, 
First  Ch..  49.75,  Jenning's 
Ave.  Ch.,  'i9;  Columbus,  First 
Ch.,  10,  Eastwood  Ch.,  I'.  L. 
A.,  5,.  r.  A.  C,  5,  High  St. 
Ch.,  32.85;  Conneaut,  18;  Cooi- 
ville,  8.53;  Cortland,  16.29; 
Elyria,  72.46;  Freedom,  6; 
Geneva,  19.20;  Hudson,  28; 
Huntshurff,  20;  Jefferson,  14; 
Johnson,  i.r>5;  Kelleu's  Inland, 
11.50;  Kellofjifsville,  4.75;  A'«/iff- 
9nan,  42;  Kirtlnnd,  5;  Linden- 
ville,  12;  Lo(//,  10;  Madison, 
Central  Ch.,  23.50;  Marietta, 
FlBst  (Jh.,  53.55;  Marysrille, 
14;  J/<.  Vernon,  34.15;  Newark, 
Plynumth  ("h.,  15;  Ao/Y/i 
Bloomfleld,  12.30;  Oberlin,  71; 
Paddy's  Run,   12.40;    Paines- 


viUe,  18 '  PUtsfietd,  2 :  Itovenna, 
25;  RidgevUie,  6;  Rootstovm, 
11.20;  Ruggles,  12.16;  <9atf. 
i>roo£,  8.34;  Springfield,  20; 
Steuben,  11;  lYmnwtir^,  of 
wh.  25  to  const.  L.  M.,  38.75; 
Unionville,  5.97;  WaJeeman, 
of  ^'h.  25  to  const.  L.  M., 
23.73,Thank-ofr.,34;  fTauseon, 
18.55;  Wellington,  41;  fFind- 
/mm,  17,  1,096  64 

Junior  :  Brooklvn/Y.  P.  M.  C, 
10.83;  C7Ac«<er,8t.Paur8  Band, 
13.62;  Claridon,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E., 
1.43;  Cleveland,  First  Cb.,  Y. 
P.  S.  C.  E.,  15.50;  Columbus, 
High  St.  Ch.,  Y.  P.  S.,  20; 
Geneva,  Y.  L.  M.  S.,  10;  ilfif. 
Fcmon,  Y.L.S.,8.60;  Oberlin, 
Y.  P.  M.  C,  8.63,  88  51 

Juvenile:  BristolvUle,  Coral 
Band,  1.10;  Cleveland,  First 
Ch.,  Boys'  and  Girls'  M.  B., 
15,  Dewdrops,  10;  Conneatcf, 
M.  B.,  6.80;  Cortland,  Laurel 
Band,  3.71;  Ironton,  W.  W., 
7.65;  Mt.  Vernon,  W.  W.,16; 
Newark,  Plymouth  Ch.,  May- 
flower Band,  10;  Ooerlin, 
Cheerful  Givers,  17;  Lyme, 
Coral  Workers,  18.50,  104  76 

Sunday-schools:  Kelley's 
Island,  6;  Lakeside,  3.20; 
Windham,  1,  9  20 

Thank-offerings  :  Elyria,  65; 
Geneva,  11;  Huntsburg,  20; 
Marietta,  First  Ch.,  20;  Mt. 
Vernon,  5;  Springfiela,  5; 
Unionville,  19.84;  Elyria,  Y. 
L.  S.,  10,  155  84 


Total, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


1,454  95 


Auxiliary  to  Ohio  Branch. 
Cambridgeboro,  5  00 

Total  5  00 

SUPPLEMENTAL. 

Cleveland,  First  Ch.,  6;  Elyria, 
35;  Lyme,  2.50;  North  Mon- 
roeville,  10;  Mt.  Vernon,  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Greer,  1,  54  50 

Junior  :  North  Monroerille,  Y. 
P.  M.  C,  15;  Oberlin,  Y.  L.  of 
College,  60;  Akron,  Y.  P.  A., 
10,  75  00 

Juvenile  :  Marietta,  First  Ch., 
C.  M.C.,  6  85 

Total,  136  35 

pennsylvanla.. 

Auxiliary  to  Ohio  Branch. 
Conneaut,  7.35;  Allegheny,  Y. 
P.  S.,  3,  10  35 


Total, 


10  35 


4HU 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


K<M  KV    MOINTAIN. 

Jill  AM 'II.  -M  r^.  II  Irani  I{.J()iH's, 
i»f  l*iirl»l«».<  ol..  Tri'u-.  ItoHt- 
ftt  r,  IV2 ;  f'ht jy»  ti i»» ,  '*);  t  'nstni 
llutt* .  •;;  th'tirrr,  Sci'nnil  Ch., 
tocniixt.  I..  M..  -i'),  WrM  Ch., 
Si.'.n.  tint  hi/.  H:  IJi(/hland 
ImI'» ,  t«>  c'oiift.  L.  Si..  *i'>; 
l.tnujmnut,  'Jl  ..VJ ;  Pinhht,  Fli>t 
<li..:i:i,4.'»;  I)fnnr,  Hnulcviinl 
<»!..,»»;.:«.  270*22 

Cnllcctinii  at  Annual  Meeting,    2.5  (K) 

ilr.MOK:  Ihttrvr,  \Vi'.«.t  Ch..  Y. 
I'.s. «  .  K.,:iJJl ;  llhihlnml  LaAr, 
S.  S..  Il.a».  1«  fiO 

JrVKSlLK:  <•«/.  Snriiifjf,  M.  H., 
l.'J..'i.'»;  lirnrrr,  K<Mrlh*  Hand, 
f);  tirnUy,  LitlU-  LlKht-Ucur- 
e»,4.2U,  22  U 


I      ijr/o/^  First  Ch.,  25 ;  ^roiMian, 

I     8.^0;  Darlinfffon,  UJSO;  £m«r. 

a/f/  O'roiHf^  2J&5;  JanaiviUe^  2; 

Lam^i«ter,  A  mother's  thank- 

I     oiTuriiu;    for     the    conver- 

h1(  >n  orher  son,  S&  iMadUon, 

1B.31;    ilff^voulEM,  Pilgrim 

Ch.,  25.05^  FFaMte«*a,%.31; 

FPiiirfaor,  25,  178  2S 

Junior:  Beloit,  First  Ch.,  Y. 
L.,  5.26;  XoJke  Geneva,  Y.  L., 
10,  15  26 

JrvKNiLE:  Bau  Claire,  8.  8., 
10;  West  Salem,  Coral  Work- 
ers, 10,  20  00 


334  3: 


Total, 

WISCONSIN. 

BiiAN'rn.— Mrs.  K.  Coburn.of 
\Vhit«'wat«'r,  Trt'a.s.  Apple- 
ton,  27.4,'i;  lUirahno,  KJ.IT; 
lUmcobcl,  11.2<i;  linHlhuut, 
\\.a)\  llcloit,  First  (  h..  2().;W; 
^ Uinton,  ^n\.'A ;  < 'lintonrille,  13 ; 
f  'olumhmt,ll.iH) :  /></</ ra/i,.'l^,^2 ; 
Emerald  drove,  1>;  /Y.  y/o/r- 
«/•</.  r>;  ^Y.  Atklnavii,  5>.1(); 
Grand  Jtapids,  :i.'{..')<) ;  Hart- 
land,  iO.^.');  Jancsrille.  2;  /-« 
Crossr,  3()..'y>;  y.fiAr  Genera, 
40;  .\/«'m/s/m.  2..30:  Miltonri:*; 
.\filiraukee,  iirmnl  Ave.  Ch., 
42.<H);  A'<w'  JJshon,  S;  0<v>/<«- 
//u></v)(',  (;.40;  Prairie  dn  (^hien, 
♦I.ST;  Jiostndalr.  7.')0;  liipou, 
2.") ;  y.*/r» /•  /Vz/Av,  14.10:  Itaeine, 
10;  Sprin<frale.  .'J;  Stotn/htitn, 
1;  I'ninH  (intn,  .">;  1hnnr<t- 
tiisa,  1  .r>0  ;  Waupan,  24 ;  Uliite- 
trafer,  32.00,  578  13 

Jl'Moii:  Jtosi'ithel,  Y.  1*.  S.  C. 
K.,  40;  Itrandon,  Y.  L.  M.(;., 
4.73;  A«  f '/-o.s.sr,  Hriiljifr  IJnilil- 
<'rs,  ;{,*<. .')0;  /.(//.<■  .V///S,  (.'hcor- 
t'ul  (ilvcrs,  2..')0;  /.'//'<"',  <.'<>i"!iL 
W « ) I'k t' rs ,  1 .') ;  St  <n(  q h t o  n, 
IJridj^'c  BuiUlors,  \:'  U'hite- 
trafer.  Y.  1'.  S.  C.   K.,  4.20,  (JO  33 

JrvKMLE:  Itoitrohel,  Coral 
Workers,  42;  ('Union,  Busy 
litM's,  S.OS,  Green  Jiatj,  Tres. 
s.  S.  Mission  Hand,  14;  JA<7- 
triKiI.re,  Grand  Avt^  Mission 
Hand,  .17. 'jO;  .\fadi!<()n,  Prima- 
ry S.  S.  (1.,  10;  JUrer  Fails, 
Hailjin  Band,  17.00,  Morning 
Star  Bauil,  1  -.Sparta,  Mission 
IJand,  1.25;  IVnitewaterllose- 
Hudrt,  0,  Primary  S.  S.  CI., 
BirtUduy  Box,  2.67  102  17 


Less  expenses, 
Total, 


740  03 
14  92 


206  48 
Less  expenses,  3  66 


Total, 


204  82 


British  Hollow,  5,  Golden  Text 
CI.,  IJH);  Berlin^b;  Blooming- 
,  ton,  12;  Beloit,  First  Ch.,  11; 
I  Durand,  3;  Elkhom,4Q',  Ful- 
I  ton,  10 ;  Fond  du  Lac,  50 ;  Green 
Bay,  12 ;  Kenosha,20 ;  La  Crosse 
District,  10 JS&;  Lake  MUU,2.40; 
Lancaster,  20.90;  New  Rich- 
mond,^; Racine,  12.60 ;  Stough- 
■  ton,  2;  Shopiere,  2.60;  Union 
I  Grove,  2;  Waukesha,  10.89; 
I  Warren,!;  Whitewater, 2&QtA\ 
I  Wisconsin,  Ladles  In  Con- 
vention,  14.10,  257  47 

:  Junior:  EvansviUe,  12;  Racine, 
Pansy  Soc'y,  1;   West  Salem, 


Coral  Workers,  12, 


23  00 


Less  expenses, 

280  47 
528 

Total, 

275  19 

CHINA. 

cing,  Miss  Chapln's  Girls, 

5  00 

Total, 

5  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

From  Mrs.  Lofcan,  memorial, 
5  ;sale  of  leafiets,13.60;thank- 
otferinK  boxes,  16.70;  envel- 
opes, 1.10;  thank-offering 
box,  20  cts.,  36  66 


Total, 


86  66 


Receipts  for  September  18th 

to  October  22d,  15,849  88 

Credit  by  error,  14  59 

Previously  acknowledged,  83,109  85 


731  71  i  Total  for  the  year. 


48,973  82 


ATWIVEESAKT  MEETINGS. 

Once  more  tlie  representatives  of  our  auxiliaries  gathered  tor 
the  feast  of  the  year,  our  fifteenth  anniversary,  drawn  by  a  m:^- 
netism  stronger  than  the  powers  of  nature  can  exert,  aud  heart 
ngain  touched  lieart  with  a  fresh  sense  of  fellowship  as  we  sat  to- 
gether and  beard  the  reports  of  auxiliaries;  some  laden  with  the 
breezes  of  northern  mountains,  and  others  warm  with  the  sunshine 
of  Bouthei-n  climes. 

Ore((on,  Washington,  California,  and  Arizona  were  represented 
either  by  delegates  or  by  letter,  and  one  message  came  over  the 
Sierras  from  Nevada;  an  earnest,  we  hope,  of  progress  in  that 
growing  State,  and  of  the  comiag  time  when  all  the  vast  region 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  will  be  tributary  to  the  Board  of 
the  Pacific  in  the  inspii-ing  line  of  woman's  work  for  woman  in 
foreign  lauds. 

The  General  Association  of  the  churches  of  Northern  California 
held  its  sessions  this  year  in  Alameder,  whose  beautiful  homes 
were  opened  for  the  reception  of  guests,  while  each  half-hour  of 
the  day  the  boats  from  San  Francisco  brought  those  who  desired 
to  pai'ticipate  in  the  "good  things"  which  from  Tuesday  noon  to 
Friday  afternoon  were  spoken  from  the  platform  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church. 

The  lunches!  Enough  to  say  they  were  prepared  by  the  ladles 
of  onr  Alameder  Church. 

Thursday  morning  there  was  a  flitting  of  the  ladies  to  a  lovely 
little   Baptist   Church,  which  courteously  was   offered  for  the 


The  president  read  from  the  Acta  of  that  visible  coming  of 
tlie  Holy  Spirit  whose  reality  is  now  experienced  by  the  Church 
of  our  risen  and  ascended  Lord,  and  which  is  the  basis  and  the 
life  of  all  missionary  work. 

Prayer  was  offered  for  the  success  and  extension  of  our  labors; 

for  our  missions  iu  their  great  needs,  which  are  fully  known  by 

the   Almighty;   for  a   blessing   on  each  worker  in  foreign  lands, 

with  a  tender  remembrance  of  those  who  have  recently  entered 

mi) 
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the  Rorvicc;  and  Iho  petition  broup^ht  also  before  the  Lord  each 
churcli  and  eaoli  honiu  un  the  Pacilic  Coast  which  is  linked  to  our 
blessed  work.  Hymns  were  sun^;  which  lifted  us  into  a  mount  of 
visiun;  and  after  a  few  words  from  the  president,  which  made 
this  crystal  anniversary  a  lens  through  which  we  saw  clearly  the 
evi'nts  of  our  past  liislory,  and  which  rejected  the  sure,  coming 
^lorv  of  the  kingdom,  we  entered  upon  the  principal  work  of  the 
hour — wliich  was  eomin;^  into  eloso  sympathy  with  the  auxiliaries 
by  listenin<;  to  the  voiees  of  those  from  near  and  far  who  told  us 
of  their  efforts,  tlieir  diseoura^^ements,  their  victories,  and  their 
hopes  for  futun>  days.  Mrs.  Ihirnell,  late  of  the  Madura  Mission, 
said  a  few  words  eoneoniin<;  the  joy  of  working  in  India,  and  in 
lur  own  swiTi.  t«iith\isi:isti('  way,  urged  the  mothers  to  permit 
their  daujihlrrs  to  iMitrr  upon  tlie  privilege  of  missionary  life. 

Aihisitm  was  n»:uie  by  the  president  to  that  grave  in  distant 
Mieroiii'sia,  so  <liMr  to  all  llie  (Miureli,  where  rests  the  sainted 
IiOj;:in,  :ind  there  was  a  giad  response  to  the  rotiuest  for  assistance 
in  the  iTrctioii  of  a  nioiMiinenl  to  tiie  memory  of  that  noblo  man. 
The  meeting  rlosi'd  wiih  the  Lonl's  Trayer  and  the  doxology. 
Our  Kastern  friends  ean  hardly  appreciate  the  flavor  of  these 
yearly  meetings  of  our  workers,  many  of  whom  bring  us  inspirar- 
lion  from  struguliiii^  homo  missionary  ehurchcs,  whose  offering  in 
moiii'V  njusl  Im-  small,  bui  whose  prayers  and  sympathy  are  rich, 
measured  by  tho  loving  hand  of  Him  who  said  of  the  widow  at  the 
treasury  of  old,  *'Siii«  haih  east  in  move  than  they  all." 

Our  evening  sjr\  ice,  in  the  Congregational  Church,  was  held, 
as  usual,  undi  r  the  ansjjit'i's  of  the  (ieneral  Association,  Rev.  Chas. 
I),  iiarrowr^,  D.D..  of  Saii  Framriseo,  presiding.  After  an  anthem 
by  the  ehoir  the  Scri[»tures  were  read  by  llev.  S.  D.  licit,  of  Wood- 
land, and  i)raver  was  olVered  by  llev.  (\  F.  Clapp,  of  Oakland.  A 
brirf  stateinenl  by  thr  IJecording  Secretary,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Smith,  was 
followed  by  tlu'  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  K.  E.  Cole,  which 
revealed  t!ie.  elieering  fae(.  that  a  surplus  remained  in  the  treasury 
after  our  pledges  were  fullilled  to  the  American  Board.  A  graceful 
paper  by  one  of  the  Home  Secretaries,  Mrs.  T.  E.  Dwinell,  showed 
growth  and  pros[)eiity  among  our  auxiliaries;  and  the  Outlook  of 
the  Foreign  Secretary,  Mrs.  II.  E.  Jewett,  gathered  news  from  our 
mission  lic^lds  in  a  musical  chime  of  bells,  that  her  poetic  soul 
heard  ringing  from  those  distant  watch-towers.  The  exercises 
were  interspersed  with  hymns,  and  the  closing  prayer  was  by  Rev. 
A.  n.  Burucll,  whose  voice  a  little  time  ago  was  heard  telling  the 
gospel  story  on  the  plains  of  Southern  India. 

After  the  benediction  the  ofllcers  of  the  Board  descended  from 
the  platform,  which  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  President  of 
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the  California  Home  Missionary  Society,  who  conducted  a  stirring 
'session  to  plan  activities  for  the  year.  This  meeting  was  supple- 
mentary to  the  anniversary  of  this  Society  on  Wednesday,  and  the 
enthusiasm  which  kept  nearly  all  the  large  audience  till  a  late 
hour,  after  a  foreign  missionary  service,  was  a  delightful  illustra- 
tion of  the  oneness  of  Christ's  w^ork  in  the  shadowy  places  of  our 
own  country,  and  in  the  lauds  which  wait  for  the  morning  in  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 


•  •• 


JAPAN. 

Miss  Gunnison  writes  daring  the  vacation  season  to  the  Young  Ladies* 
Branch : — 

Our  party  of  four  who  were  by  the  seaside  just  a  year  ago  are 
widely  separated  this  summer — one  being  in  America,  and  another 
(Miss  Daughaday)  on  the  ocean.  I  have  decided  to  remain  in  Kobe 
this  summer,  with  occasional  little  visits  here  and  there  to  break 
the  monotony.  The  sea-bathing  is  a  great  attraction  here,  and  the 
weather  is  really  hot  enough  now  for  even  me  to  enjoy. 

The  closing  days  of  the  school  year  were  not  quite  so  full  of 
excitement  as  usual,  there  being  no  graduating  class;  but  they 
were  full  enough — of  what  I  cannot  tell.  It  was  a  hard  struggle 
for  us  all  to  get  through  the  last  three  weeks,  but  the  close  of 
school  found  us  all  in  much  better  condition  than  we  had  dared  to 
anticipate. 

Concerning  the  spiritual  condition  of  teachers  and  scholare, 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  such  a  general  awakening  during  the  last 
few  weeks  of  school  as  we  noticed  a  year  ago,  but  comparing  the 
whole  school  year  with  the  previous  one  there  seemed  to  be  a  more 
earnest  spirit  pervading  our  midst;  and  our  hearts  are  full  of 
gratitude  for  what  we  have  been  permitted  to  accomplish  through 
the  grace  of  God.  In  addition  to  the  fourteen  girls  who  professed 
Christianity  during  the  year,  ten  entered  the  school  who  were 
already  members  of  the  church. 

We  had  several  interesting  temperance  meetings;  and  although 
not  more  than  twenty  pupils  have  signed  the  pledge,  yet  we  feel 
certain  that  the  facts  brought  before  the  minds  of  the  girls  will 
make  them  more  thoughtful  upon  this  subject,  and  that,  as  a 
result,  maiy  from  whom  we  shall  never  hear  will  have  their  eyes 
opened  to  the  evils  of  strong  drink.  At  the  close  of  our  last 
meeting  on  this  subject  one  of  our  sweetest  girls  came  to  us,  with 
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hcT  fiKa  beaming  all  over,  and  said,  "  Baton  thii 
vur;  much  u^iiuaud  to  tumpuiaiici:,  but  now  I  un  going  to  join  tha 
■uvii'ty."  It  M.'umed  to  mu  liko  a  hucodcI  ooOTenloit,  tad  certainty 
I  iitvur  naiT  any uue  look  happier  than  ihe  did. 

Wo  think  tliiH  pant  year  haa  bmu  tome  progreu  in  Ibe  misaion- 
nry  iiilvniat  of  our  Kirla,  our  own  effurtj  being  aided  by  the  gift 
and  lettur  recoivod  fruiii  Urooaa,  Turkey.  No  regnlftr  society  haa 
yet  bL'i'ii  foriui-d,  but  the  f^eueroui  way  in  whioh  aaj  i-equeat  tor 
Iiclli  in  met,  wliellier  fur  Uiia  land  or  tor  other  Unda,  would  put 
niiuiy  of  OUT  Chribtiuii  HChuula  at  home  to  ahuna. 

It  IB  Lartlly  just  to  you,  dear  friends,  to  put  before  you  only 
the  fuuourn|;iu);  part  uf  the  woi-k  over  here,  and  thereby  allow  you. 
to  think  lliat  the  miiuioii:Li'ioi  in  Japan  are  alwaya  aailiag  in  calm 
waters,  Wo  liaro  had  sad  ojiperiences  this  year  with  two  of  oar 
Christian  girls,  and  iierliaps  notbin;;  during  the  wh<de  year  has 
been  so  woaryin);  and  so  tryinf;  as  the  consultations  and  anxious 
thouglits  wliich  Iiavo  resulted  from  both  cases. 

Those  who  made  tours  into  the  interior  last  spring,  came  bask 
witli  glowinif  i«purtB  of  the  work;  but  they  have  sU,  in  one  way  or 
anotlicr,  oxporicnccd  incoDvouicuces  from  the  hoatili^  to  foreign- 
era  which  still  exists. 

Ou  uue  occasion  Miss  Dudley's  gossamer  was  torn  in  two  wliile 
she  was  hoklint;  a  meeting,  and  one  of  our  workers  needed  the  as- 
BiKtance  of  tlio  police  in  one  instance,  without  which  his  meetiiig 
would  liave  been  broken  up.  On  another  ocoaaion,  the  house  te 
wliiuh  oue  of  the  Japnncso  pastors  was  holding  a  serrioe  was  otWk* 
plotely  demolished,  but  uo  lives  werolost,  Ibeliere.  These  thit^pii 
never  occur  in  tlio  open  ports;  it  is  only  as  one  paahes  into  the  In-' 
tcrior  that  this  hostile  spirit  is  met  with. 

Last  summer  our  garden  was  filled  with  lumber  for  the  erection 
of  our  rocitalioii  hall;  and  this  year  the  same  state  ol  confusion 
prevails,  with  the  prospect  of  a  new  dormitory  building,  the  money 
for  which  was  contributed  in  large  part  by  the  Japanese.  This 
building  will  accommodate  about  flfty  boarders.  .  .  ,  An  inno' 
vation  in  our  school  work  this  past  year,  was  the  formation  of  a 
literary  society  to  assist  our  older  pupils  in  their  study  of  BogHsh. 


The  meetings  were  held 

As  a  result,  our  closing 

of  the  numbers  on  tlio  programmi 

others,   of  course,  were   almost 

voice  or  poor  enunciation. 

Some  of  the  recitations  went  far  beyond  my  expeotation,  the 
speakers  showing  more  elocutionary  ability  than  one  would  ang^ 
pose  a  Japanese  girl  to  possess,  ^^^^^^ 
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